Eibrarg 
Unto rattg  of  itttshurgli 

Darlington  Memorial  Library 
CElaaB — ^ 

/a/o   v;3 


LAWS 


OF  THE 


COMMONWEALTH 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


f** 


FROM  THE  FOURTEENTH  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  ONE  THOUSAND 

SEVEN  HUNDRED,  TO  THE  TWENTIETH  DAY  OF  MARCH> 

ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  FIUNDRED  AND  TEN. 


UNDER  THE  AUTHOR  ITT  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

WITH  -> 

NOTES  AND  REFERENCES.  "V 


IN  FOUR  VOLUMES. 


VOL.  III. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTED    AND    PUBLISHED    BY    JOHN    BIOREN,    NO.    88,    CHESNUT-STREET. 

1810. 


K 


y,3 


/86  ^ 


LAWS 


-OF  , 


PENNSYLVANIA, 

REPEALED,  OBSOLETE^  AND  EXPIRED, 


^  A.  D.  ^\ 

1791.     v^HAPTER  1512.  An  act  for  transferring  certain  powers,  exercised  by  the 
late  president  and  supreme  executive  council,  to  the  governor  of 


''.^^J  this  commonwealth  :  passed  14th  January,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law 

J^  book  No.  IV.  page  127;  expired. 

^^'  1513.  An  act  to  empower  the  governor  to  grant  a  patent  to   Big-Tree, 


a  Seneca  chief,  for  a  certain  island  in  the  Allegheny  river  :  passed 
29th  January,  1791;  recorded  in  lawbook  No.  IV.  page  130 ; 
private  act  ;  obsolete. 

1514.  An  act  for  granting  eight  hundred  dollars  to  Corn-Planter,  Half- 
Town  and  Big  Tree,  Seneca  chiefs,  in  trust  for  the  Seneca  nation, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed  1st  February, 
1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  128  ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 

1516.  An  act  for  providing  payment  to  Doctor  Francis  Allison,  and 
others,  for  supplies  furnished  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  :  passed  18th  February,  1791 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  IV.  page  134  ;    private  act ;  obsolete. 

1522.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives  of  the  people 
of  this   state  in  the  congress  of  the   United   States  :  passed  16th 

^  March,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book   No.  IV.  page  136  ;  repealed. 

1524,   An  act  to  provide  for  the  temporary  defence  of  the  frontiers  of 
^S  this  commonwealth :  passed  17th   March,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law 

N;  book  No.  IV.  page  138  ;  obsolete. 

1525.    An  act  to  compensate  Robert  King :  passed  21st  March,  1791  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book   No.  IV.  page  139  ;  private  act  ;    obsolete. 
-  1526.    A  supplement  to  an  act  for  providing  payment  to  Doctor  Francis 

y\  Allison  and  others,  for  supplies  furnished  in  the  year  one  thousand 

^  seven  hundred   and  seventy  five  :  passed  21st  March,  1791  ;   re- 

^v.  corded  in   law  book  No.  IV.  page  140  ;  private   act  ;  obsolete. 

'^  1527,    An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  powers  of  the  commis- 

JT  sioners  of  the  several  counties  within  this  commonwealth  to  make 

^  sale  cf  unseated  lands,  for  non-payment  of  taxes  :  passed   24th 

March,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book   No.  IV.   page  154  ;  expired. 
,    J  1529.  An  act  to  enable  the  directors  of  the  library  company  of  Philadel- 

^  phia,  to  convey  and  assure  the  lot  of  ground   therein  mentioned  : 

IP  passed  30th  March,  1791 ;  recorded  in  Uw  book  No.  IV  page  142; 

^  private  act. 

^  1531 .  An  act  authorizing  and  directing  the  state  treasurer  to  subscribe  in 

t^j^  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  to  the  loan  proposed  by  the  Uni- 

^-Y  t^d  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed  30th 

""O  March,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  148  ;  obsolete. 

j,^^  1534.   An  act  to  suspend,  fir  the  time  therein  mentioned,  part  of  an  act, 

"^  entitled  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state  towards  pay- 

!iJ\  ing  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the   United  States,  and  for 

'^^  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debts  of  thib  State  : " 

^^^  passed  6^h  April.  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  15i  : 

^^v^  expired. 


(     iv     )     . 

A.  D. 

1791.  CHAP.  1535.  An  act  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising 
and  collecting  money  on  the  specified  articles  therein  mentioned, 
for  the  support  of  government,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  as  imposes  a  tax  upon  writs  issuing  out  of  the  coun- 
ty court  of  common  pleas  of  Philadelphia  county :  passed  6th  of 
April,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book,  No.  IV.  page  155  ;  obsolete. 
1537.   An  act  for  the  relief  of  Blackall  William  Ball  :  passed  6th  April, 

1791;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  158  ;  private  act. 
1539.  An  act  to  enable  Eleazer  Oswald,  guardian,  duly  appointed,  to 
Jane  Jones,  Blathwaite  Jones,  Mary  Jones,  and  Gibbs  Jones,  mi- 
nors under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  to  sell  and  convey  the 
property  therein  mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  minors  : 
passed  6th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  160  ; 
private  act  ;  obsolete  ;  see  supplement,  chap.  1593. 

1541.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Lukens :  passed  7th  April,  1791 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  163  ;  private  act  ;  obsolete. 

1542.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Officer ;  passed  7[h  April,  1791; 
recorded   in  lawbook   No.  IV.  page  164  ;    private  act;    obsolete. 

1543.  An  act  authorizing  the  governor  to  negociate  a  loan,  for  the  use 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  appropriating  certain  funds  and  rev- 
enues for  the  support  of  government,  and  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lie  debts  :  passed  7th  April,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV. 
page  164  ;  obsolete. 

1544.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  support 
of  the  public  credit,  by  an  immediate  sale  of  the  lands  therein 
mentioned,  and  fully  securing  the  purchasers  thereof  in  their  titles, 
and  also  for  preserving  the  common  lands,  appurtenant  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  other  towns  in  this  state,  from  unwarrantable 
encroachments:"  passed  8th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  IV.  page  168;  obsolete  ;  see  note  to  chap.  931,  vol.  I.  page  537. 

1545.  An  act  to  provide  payment  of  certain  incidental  expenses  of  the 
late  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  late  convention  of  the  same  :  passed  8th  April,  1791 ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  170  ;  obsolete. 

1546.  An  act  to  grant  five  thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  society  of  the 
United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  heathen  : 
passed  9th  April,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  172  ; 
private  act;  obsolete. 

1547.  An  act  to  separate  the  township  of  Moyamensing,  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of 
Southwark,  and  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  in  the 
said  county,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  their  poor  in  com- 
mon :  passed  9th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page 
174  ;  obsolete. 

1548.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  govern- 
or to  negociate  a  loan,  for  the  use  of  this  commonwealth,  and  ap- 
propriating certain  funds  and  revenues  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  payment  of  the  public  debts  :"  passed  9th  April, 
1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  175  ;   obsolete. 

1549.  An  act  granting  relief  to  certain  creditors  of.  the  state,  and  for  re- 
pealing part  of  an  act,  entitled  '« An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota 
of  this  state,  towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  funding  and  paying  t'ae  interest  of  the 
public  debts  of  this  State :  passed  9th  April,'  1791 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No,  IV.  page  175  ;  obsolete. 

1551.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  legislative  grants 
to  the  late  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania:  passed  9th  April,  1791 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  179  ;  obsolete. 

1552.  An  act  to  supply  tlie  deficiencies  in  certain  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed 
13th  April,  1791;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  182  ;  obsolete. 

1553.  An  act  to  transfer  certain  powers,  formerly  exercised  by  the  su- 
preme executive  council,  also  by  the  president  or  vice-president 
thereof,  to  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  :  passed  13th 
April,  1791 J  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  184  ;  expired. 


(     V     )       ■ 

A.  D. 

1791.  CHAP.  1554.   An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Peter:   passed  13th  April,  1791  ; 
recorded   in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  185  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1555.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Cunningham,  a  prisoner  in  the 
gaol  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia :  passed  13th  April,  1791  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  IV.  page   185  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1556.  An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  complete  the  purchase  of  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  lying  between  lake  Erie  and  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  commonwealth  :  passed  13th  April,  1791 ;  re- 
coi'ded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  186. 

1557.  An  act  to  empower  and  direct  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
Aveahh  to  deposit  the  certificates  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
the  property  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  bank  of  Norch- America, 
and  to  empower  the  president  and  dii-ectors  of  the  said  bank  to 
receive  the  interest  thereon,  for  the  use  of  this  commonwealth  : 
passed  13th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  187. 

1559.  An  act  to  erect  the  town  of  Harrisburgh,  in  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin, into  a  borough  ;  passed  13th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law- 
book No.  IV.  page  192  ;  repealed,  and  supplied  1st  February, 
1808. 

1560.  An  act  to  appoint  a  commissioner,  to  superintend  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States  ;  passed  13th 
April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  195  ;  office  sup- 
pressed, chap.  1662. 

1561.  An  act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  wardens  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  a  debt 
contracted  by  them  :  passed  13th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  IV.  page  196  ;  obsolete. 

1562.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  securing  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  from  damage  by  gun- 
powder :  passed  13th  April,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV. 
page  198  ;  repealed  and  supplied. 

1565.  An  act  giving  further  time  to  patent  lands  claimed  under  location 
or  warrant,  and  for  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual 
settlers:  passed  13th  April,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV. 
page  209;  subsequently  extended. 

1567.  An  act  affording  relief  to  Dickinson  college  :  passed  30tli  Septem- 
ber, 1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  212  ;  private  act; 
obsolete. 

1568  An  act  for  compensating  John  Vannost  for  his  services  in  drafting 
a  fee  bill :  passed  21st  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book, 
No.  IV.  page  213  ;   private  act;   obsolete. 

1569.  An  act  to  continue  the  act  for  transferring  certain  powers,  for- 
merly exercised  by  the  supreme  executive  council,  also  by  the 
president  or  vice-president  thereof,  to  the  governor  of  this  com- 
monwealth :  passed  21st  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book. 
No.  IV.  page  213  ;  expired. 

1573.   An  act  to  grant  restitution  in  value  to  Thomas  Gordon,  for  lands 

sold  by   the  commissioners  for  sale  of  forfeited  estates,  late  the 

\/  property    of  said    Thomas    Gordon   :    passed  27th   September, 

»  1791;  recorded   in   law  book   No.  IV.  page  226  ;    private  act; 

obsolete. 

1575.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Harrison:  passed  29th  September, 
1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page 232;  private  act;  ob- 
solete. 

1576.  An  act  to  exonerate  Robert  Smith  and  William  Richards  from 
the  payment  of  certain  monies  found  due  to  the  commonwealth, 
by  a  judgment  of  court,  from  the  said  Robert  Smith  and  William 
Richards,  and  from  Alexander  Boyd :  passed  2yth  Sept'r,  1791 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  233  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1577.  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealtn  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  opening  a  canal  and  lock-navigation  between  the 
rivers  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna,  by  the  waters  of  I'ulpehoccon, 
Quittapahilia  and  Swatara,  in  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin : 
passed  29th  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page 
334  ;  repealed  2d  April,  1811. 


(     vi     ) 
A.  D. 

3*91.  CHAP.  1578.  An  act  to  provide  for  completing  the  repairs  of  the  wharf  near 
the  state-hospital,  and  for  paving  the  foot-ways  round  the  state- 
house  square,  and  for  otlier  purj)oses  :  passed  30th  September, 
1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.   IV.  page  246  ;  obsolete. 

1580.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Caldwell,  and  also  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Beere,  James  Steene,  and  John  Thompson  : 
passed  30th  September,  1791;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page 
250  ;  private  act  ;  obsolete, 

1581.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  ♦•  An  act  for  directing  the  mode 
of  distributing  the  donation  lands  promised  to  the  troops  of  this 
commonwealth  :"  passed  30th  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  IV.  page  253  ;  obsolete* 

1582.  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts  and  obligations:  passed  30th  September,  1791  ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  IV,  page  255  ;  obsolete. 

1583.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  as  directs  the 
payment  of  the  new  loan  debt,  or  the  interest  thereof,  beyond  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mention- 
ed :"  passed  3uth  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV, 
obsolete. 

1585.  An  act  appointing  other  commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line 
between  the  counties  of  Hutitingdon  and  Mifflin,  on  the  south  side 
of  Juniata  :  passed  30th  September,  1791  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  IV.  obsolete. 

1586.  An  act  to  reimburse  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
the  expenses  accrued  in  providing  for  the  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  the  president  and  congress  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  enable  ihe  governor 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the  said  presi- 
dent :  passed  30th  September,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV. 
page  255  ;  obsolete. 

1792.  1591.    An  act  to  provide  for  the  immediate  defence   of  the  frontiers  of 

the  commonwealth  :  passed  20t]\  January,  1792  ;  recorded  in  law- 
book No.  IV.  page  278  ;  obsolete. 
1593.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  Eleazer 
Oswald,  guardian,  duly  appointed,  to  Jane  Jones,  Blaithwaite 
Jones,  Mary  Jones,  and  Gibbs  Jones,  minors,  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  to  sell  and  convey  the  property  therein  men- 
tioned, for  the  benefit  of  said  minors  :  passed  24th  January,  1792  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  280  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1596.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a  hmited  time,  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  aliens  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estates 
within  this  commonwealih  :  "  passed  8th  March,  1792  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No,  IV.  page  287  ;  obsolete. 

1597.  An  act  to  vest  in  the  widow  of  John  Roberts,  deceased,  and  in 
Abraham  Carlisle,  the  only  son  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  deceased, 
respectively,  such  parts  of  their  forfeited  estates  as  have  not  been 
sold  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  commonwealth:  passed  8th  March, 
1792; recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  287 ;  piivate act ;  obsolete. 

1598.  An  act  to  extend  the  tioie  for  patenting  lands:  passed  21st  March, 
1792  ;  recorded  in   law    book  No.   IV.  page  288  ;  expired. 

1599.  An  act  to  continue  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  the  act 
for  transferring  certain  powers,  formerly  excercised  by  the  su- 
preme  executive  council,  also  by  the  president  or  vice-president 
thereof,  to  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth:  passed  28th  March, 
1792  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV  page  294;  expired. 

1600.  An  act  to  continue  the  act  for  instituting  a  board  of  property,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  28th  March,  1792  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  295  ;  expired. 

1009.  An  act  to  authorize  the  register-general  and  comptroller  general  ' 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  John  Wetzel :  passed  3d  Ai)ril, 
1792 ;  recorded  iu  law  book  No.  IV.  p;ige  314;  private  act;  obso- 
lete. 


(     vii     ) 
A.  D. 

1792.  CHAP*  1611.  A  supplement  to  the  several  acts  for  raising  county  rates  and 
levies :  passed  3d  April,  1792  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page 
316  ;  repealed. 
1615.  An  act  to  vest  in  Christopher  Zimmerman  and  David  Sower,  in 
trust  for  the  use  of  all  and  every  the  legal  representatives  of 
Christopher  Sower,  deceased,  such  jjarts  of  his  forfeited  estate,  as 
have  nut  been  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth  :  passed 
4th  April,  1792;  recorded  inlaw  book  No,  IV.  page  326;  private 
act ;  obsolete. 
1616.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed  4th  April,  1792  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  327  ;  repealed  30lh  March,  1811. 

1618.  An  act  to  empower  the  governor  to  draw  a  warrant  on  the  trea- 
surer of  this  commonwealth,  in  favour  of  Charles  Wilson  Peale, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed  5th  April,  1792;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  343  ;  private  act;   obsolete. 

1619.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  and  direct- 
ing the  state  treasurer  to  subscribe,  in  the  name  of  the  common- 
wealth, to  the  lonn  proposed  by  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned:"  passed  5  th  April,  1792;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  IV,  page  345  ;  obsolete, 

1620*  An  act  for  establishing  the  seal  of  the  high  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  ;  passed  8th  March,  1792  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV. 
page  350,     (Court  abolished,  and  act  obsolete.) 

1624.  A  iurther  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  in  conformity  to  the  altera- 
tions and  amendments  in  the  constitution  : "  passed  4lh  April,  1792 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  353 ;  obsolete,  and  supi^lied. 

1626.  A  supplement  to  the  several  acts  of  the  general  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  for  distributing  the  donation  lands  promised  to  the 
troops  of  this  State :  passed  6th  April,  1791 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  IV.  page  345  ;  obsolete. 

1627.  An  act  directing  the  time,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  electors  of  a  president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States:  passed  7th  April,  1792;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  346;  suj.'plied. 

1631.  An  act  to  provide  payment  of  certain  incidental  expenses  of  the 
late  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  late  committee  of  safety  :  passed  10th  April,  1792  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  506  ;  obsolete. 

1632.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Collins:  passed  10th  April,  1792  ; 
recorded  in  law   book  No.   IV.  page  507 ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1633.  An  act  for  extending  the  time  limited  by  an  act,  entitled  "  A  sup- 
plement to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  directing  the  mode  of 
distributing  the  donation  lands,  promised  to  the  troops  of  this 
commonwealth,"  tor  receiving  applications  for  lands,  in  lieu  of 
those  which  were  surveyed  and  laid  out  lor  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  the  State  of  New-York:  passed  lOtli 
April,  1792  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  IV.  page  509  ;  expired. 

1635.  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  and  redeeming  certain  public  debts, 
and  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  government :  passed  10th 
April,  1792  ;  recorded  inlaw  book  No.  IV.  page  517  ;  obsolete. 

1636.  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company,  for  opening  a  canal  and  water  communication 
between  the  rivers  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned:  passed  lOth  April,  1792;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  IV,  page  532  ;  repealed  2d  April,  1811. 

1637.  An  act  to  require  of  the  officers  in  the  different  departments  of 
the  State,  an  account  of  the  fees  they  severally  charge  in  their 
offices :  passed  10th  April,  1792  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V- 
page  1  ;  obsolete. 
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1793.  CHAP.  1638,  An  act  to  empower  the  commissioners  of  Fayette  county  to  raise 
a  further  sum  of  money,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  build- 
ings for  the  use  of  the  said  county :  passed  19th  January,  1793 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  25  ;  obsolete. 

1642.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ing and  redeeming  certain  public  debts,  and  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  government:"  passed  9th  February,  1793  ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  V.  page  30  ;  obsolete. 

1643.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Alexander,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
imprisonment  of  his  person  :  passed  6th  March,  1793  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  V.  page  50 ;  private  act  ;  obsolete. 

1646.  An  act  to  authorize  trustees  to  receive,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
toll  therein  mentioned,  from  travellers  ai?d  others  going  over  the 
bridge  erected  over  Conestogoe  creek,  in  Lancaster  county,  where 
Martick  Forge  road  crosses  the  same  :  passed  6th  March,  1793  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  45  ;  expired. 

1651.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representative  of  John  Hersh  :  passed 
6th  March,  1793;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  42;  private 
act;  obsolete. 

1652.  An  act  to  authorize  the  commissioners  of  bankruptcy  to  proceed 
in  business  remaining  unfinished  under  the  late  bankrupt  laws  : 
passed  22d  March,  1793 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  56 ;  ex- 
pired. 

1657.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  common- 
wealth :  passed  3d  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page 
77%  obsolete. 

1662.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint 
a  commissioner  to  superintend  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
this  State  with  the  United  States,"  as  relates  to  the  duties  and 
powers  enjoined  and  vested  in  the  said  commissioner :  passed 
8th  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V,  page  84 ;  obso- 
lete. 

1663.  An  act  enabling  the  trustees  of  Washington  academy,  and  the 
trustees  of  Pittsburg  academy,  to  locate  the  lands  granted  to  said 

\  ;  academies  west  of  the   Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers,  if  they  shall 

^"  think  proper:   passed  8th  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 

V.  page  84;  obsolete. 

1664.  An  act  declaring  Chartier's  creek  a  public  highway  :  passed  8th 
April,   1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.   page  85  ;   repealed 

\J  24th   February,  1806. 

1666.  An  act  for  laying  out  a  town  at  Presqu'-Isle  :  passed  8th  April, 
1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  85  ;  repealed  18th  April, 
1795. 
1668.  An  act  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  :  passed  10th  April,  1793;  record- 
ed m  lav/  book  No.  V.  page  139  ;  obsolete. 

1671.  An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  sell  and  convey  the  lot  of 
ground  therein  mentioned :  passed  10th  April,  1793 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  V.  page  87  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1672.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 

of  this  commonwealth  :  passed  10th  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  103  ;  obsolete. 

1676.  An  act  to  vest  in  Abraham  Rankin  and  Ann  Nebinger,  the  wife  of 

George  Nebinger,  two  of  the  children  of  James  Rankin,  such 
parts  of  his  foi'feited  estates,  as  have  not  been  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  commonwealth:  passed  11th  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No,  V.  page  110 ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1677.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  : "  passed  11th 
April,  1793 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  108  ;  obso- 
lete. 
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1793.  CHAP.  1678.  An  act  to  continue  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  continue  the  act 

for  transferring  certain  powers,  formerly  exercised  b>  the  supreme 
executive  council,  also  by  the  president  or  vice-president  thereof, 
to  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  :  passed  11th  April,  1793  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  107  ;    expired. 

1679.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States:  passed  lltli  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  108 ;  obsolete. 

1680.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fleming  Wilson  :  passed  11th  April,  1793 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  110  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1685.  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  :  passed  11th  April,  1793  ;  recoi'ded  in  law  book  No. 
V.  page  119  ;  repealed. 

1686.  An  act  for  erecting  a  loan-office  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thouf-and  dollars:  passed  11th  April,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  150 ;  repealed  ISth  April,  1794. 

1687.  An  act  to  establish  a  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  11th  April, 
1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  pa.  157 ;  repealed  and  supplied. 

1688.  An  ace  to  provide  for  the  detence  of  the  river  Delaware:  passed 
4thSept'r,  1793;  recorded  in  law  book  No  V.  page  174  ;  expired. 

1689.  An  act  providing  for  certain  returns  of  surveys  being  received  in 
the  land-office :  passed  4th  September,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  174  ;  obsolete. 

1690.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands  :  passed  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1793  ;    recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  174  ;    expired. 

1691.  An  act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time,  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  assize  of  bread,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  m'entiuried  "  as  relates  to  the  assize  of  bread  :  passed  4th 
Septembei-,  1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  176 ;  re- 
pealed. 

1693.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  infectious 
diseases  being  brought  into  this  province  :  passed  5th  September, 
1793  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  177  ;  expired. 

1794,  1694.   A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable  the  govern- 

or of  this  commonwealth  to  incorporate  a  company,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  the  cultivation  of  vines,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned:  passed  13th  January,  1794;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  179  ;  obsolete. 

1695.  An  act  to  continue  for  a  longer  period,  "  An  act  for  instituting 
a  board  of  property,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :" 
passed  30th  January,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page 
179  ;  expired. 

1696.  An  act  to  allow  an  additional  inspector  at  the  general  elections  for 
the  district  of  South wark  :  passed  13th  January,  1794  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  V.  page  178  ;  obsolete ;  see  chap.  2111. 

1697.  An  act  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  raising 
and  collecting  of  money  on  the  specified  articles  therein  mention- 
ed, for  the  support  of  government,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned, "  as  imposes  a  tax  upon  writs  issuing  out  of  any  of 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  within  this  commonwealth  :  passed 
13th  January,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  178  ;  ob- 
solete. 

1700.  An  act  in  favour  of  Peter  Dehaven  :  passed  5th  February,  1794  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  184  ;    private  act ;   obsolete. 

1704.  An  act  for  more  effectually  securing  the  trade,  peace  and  safety 
of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  defending  the  western  frontiers 
of  the  commonwealth  :  passed  8th  February,  1794  ;  recorded  in 
law  book.  No.  V.  page  184  ;  expired. 

1705.  A  supplement  to  tlie  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government  of  this  commonwealth,  "  passed  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  :  passed  5th  March,  1794 ;  record* 
ed  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  188  ;  expired. 

VOL.  111.  b 
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1794.  CHAP.  1706.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Blackall  William  Ball :  passed  5th  March, 
1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  186  ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 

ir07.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Butler  and  Henry  Brown  :  passed 
5th  March,  1794;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  187 ;  pri- 
vate act ;  obsolete. 

1708.  An  act  to  revive  part  of  the  act,  entitled,  "  A  supplement  to  an 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  infectious  diseases  being  brought 
into  this  province  :  "  passed  11th  March,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  189  ;  repealed. 

1712.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands  :  passed  3d  April, 
1794;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  192  ;  expired. 

1714.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  regulate  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  in  the  district  of 
Southwarkj  and  to  lay  out  new  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  therein,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  lay  out  the  roads 
therein  mentioned  through  the  said  district,  and  parts  of  the  town- 
ships of  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk  :  "  passed  3d  April,  1794  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  V.  page  194 ;  virtually  repealed,  1st 
April,  1811. 

1716.  An  act  to  exonerate  the  late  proprietaries  from  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain taxes,  and  to  authorize  the  state  treasurer  to  pay  them  such 
monies  as  have  been  retained  by  him,  on  account  thereof :  passed 
3d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  195 ;  obso- 
lete. 

1717.  A"  act  for  the  relief  of  Adam  Melcher:  passed  3d  April,  1794; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  195  ;  private  act  ;  obsolete. 

1718.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  a  part  ot  the  act,  entitled,  "  A  sup- 
plement to  the  several  acts  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies  : 
passed  8th  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  199  ; 
repealed. 

1720.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christian  Mary:  passed  8th  April,  1794; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  198  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1724.  An  act   to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  divers 

officers  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and 
Washington,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed 
8th  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  pase  201  ;  obso- 
lete, 

1725.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enjoin  certain  duties 
on  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes : 
passed  8th  April,  1794  ;  recirded  in  law  book  Na  V.  page  199  ; 
supplied. 

■■-':-  1727.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Roberts  and  Charles  West,  junior : 

passed  14th  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  202; 
private  act;  obsolete. 
1728.  An  act  to  enable  Archibald  M'Grew  to  sell  and  convey  a  certain 
tract  (if  land  in  York  county  :  passed  14th  April,  1794  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  V.  page  204 ;  private  act  ;  obsolete, 

1733.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  incidental  expenses 
of  the  late  convention  and  general  assemuly  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  :  passed  18th  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  223  ;   obsolete. 

1734.  An  act  to  empower  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland to  lay,  assess  and  levy  a  sum  of  money,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  court-house,  for  the  use  of  the  said  county  :  passed  18th 
April,  1794  :  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V,  page  224  ;  obsolete, 

1735.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act,  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  author isse  the  commissioners  of  bankruptcy  to  proceed 
in  the  bg^iness  remaining  unfinished  under  the  late  bankrupt  laws, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned:"  passed  18th  April, 
1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  V,  page  225  ;  expired. 

1737.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  laying  out  a  town 
at  Presqu'  Isle:  "  passed  18th  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  328 ;  repealed  18ch  April,  17^5. 
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1794.  CHAP.  1741.  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  of  Huntingdon 
county  to  assess  and  levy  a  further  sum  for  erecting  and  complet- 
ing the  public  buildings,  and  to  grant  a  loan  to  the  trustees  of  the 
same :  passed  19th  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page 
246 ;  obsolete. 

2742.  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
state  :  passed  19th  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V. 
page  237;  repealed  20th  March,  1810. 

1743.  An  act  to  provide  for  settling  the  accounts  of  John  Blake,  late 
collector  of  taxes  in  the  township  of  Moreland,  now  partly  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  partly  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  : 
passed  19th  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  242  ; 
private  act ;  obsolete. 

1745.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Grizel  Robinson  ;  passed  19th  April,  1794  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  244  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1747.  An  act  for  establishing  a  health-office,  for  otherwise  securing  the 
city  and  port  of  Philadelphia  from  the  introduction  of  pestilential 
and  contagious  diseases,  and  for  regulating  the  importation  of 
German  and  other  passengers  :  passed  22d  April,  1794  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  V. 

1750.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Laird  :  passed  22d  April,  1794  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  V.  page  264  ;  private  act, 

1751.  An  act  to  authoiize  and  empower  Elijah  PhiUips,  administrator 
of  Catharine  Phillips,  deceased,  to  sell  the  plantation  or  tract  of 
land  therein  mentioned  :  passed  22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  319. 

1752.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection  of  the  revenue  arising 
from  tavern  licenses  :  passed  22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  obsolete. 

1753.  An  act  for  granting  a  further  sum  of  money,  for  opening  and  im- 
proving the  road  from  Wilkes-Barre  to  Wyalusing  :  passed  22d 
April,  1694 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  obsolete. 

3754.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  establish  a  board  of 
wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned  :"  passed  22d  April,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  271 ;  repealed  and  supplied. 

1757.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  support  of  certain  orphan  chil- 
dren :  passed  22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page 
314 ;  obsolete. 

1758.  An  act  to  enable  Richard  Thomas,  surviving  executor  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  William  Lindsey,  deceased,  to  convey  the 
real  estate  of  the  decedent :  passed  22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  V.  page  313  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1759.  An  act  to  fix  the  number  of  senators,  form  the  state  into  districts, 
and  netermine  the  portion  to  be  allotted  to  each,  as  well  as  to  fix 
the  number  of  representatives  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
several  counties  of  the  commonwealth,  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution :  passed  22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  V.  page  317  ;  expired  ;   obsolete. 

1760.  An  act  to  erect  the  town  of  IMttsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny, 
into  a  borough,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed 
22d  April,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  272 ;  repealed 
and  supplied  5th  March,  1802. 

1763.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  improve  the 
breed  of  horses,  and  regulate  rangers :  passed  22d  April,  1794; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  321  ;  repealed  20th  March,  1810. 

1764.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled,  '*A  supplement  to  the 
act,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  and  redeeming  certain 
public  debts,  and  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  government,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  22d  April,  1794; 
recorded  in  law  book  No,  V.  pae;e  265  ;  obsolete. 

1765.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives  of  the  people 
of  this  state,  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States ;  passed  22(1 
April,  1794;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  V.  page  275;  expired. 
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ir94.  CHAP.  1768.  An  act  to  provide  for  suppresising  an  insurrection  in  the  western 
couniies  of  this  commonwealth:  pa-sed  19th  September,  1794; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  349  ;  obsolete. 
1769.  An  act  enabling  certain  freemen  of  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land to  vote  at  the  first  election  district,  at  their  next  general 
election :  passed  22d  September,  1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
v.  page  359  ;  obsolete. 

1771,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Shaffiier,  an  insolvent  debtor,  con- 
fined in  the  gaol  of  the  county  of  Lancaster  :  passed  22d  Septem- 
ber, 1794  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  360  ;  private  act ; 
obsolete. 

1772.  An  act  to  enable  such  of  the  militia  of  this  commonwealth  as  may 
be  on  service,  and  absent  from  their  respective  counties,  to  vote 
at  the  next  general  election :  passed  22d  September,  1794  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  V.  page  362  ;  obsolete. 

1776.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  suspend  the  laying  out  a 
town  at  Presqu'  Isle,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  : 
passed  23d  September,  1794  ;  recorded  m  law  book  No.  V.  page 
355  ;  expired. 

1777.  An  act  in  favour  of  Nathaniel  Falconer  :  passsed  23d  September, 
1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  354 ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1778.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  establishing  a 
health-office,  for  otherwise  securing  the  city  and  port  of  Phila- 
delphia from  the  introduction  of  pestilential  and  contagious  dis- 
eases, and  for  regulating  the  importation  of  German  and  other 
passengers  :  "  passed  23d  September,  1794 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No,  V.  page  356;  repealed. 

1795,  1779.    An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  having  demands  against 

the  commonwealth,  for  materials  furnished,  and  work  done,  at  or 
for  the  house  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States:  passed  8th  January,  1795 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  371  ;  obsolete. 
1781.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable  the  govern- 
or of  this  commonwealth  to  incorporate  a  company  for  opening 
a  canal  and  lock  navigation  between  the  rivers  Schuylldll  and 
Susquehanna,  by  the  waters  of  Tulpehncken,  Quittapahilla  and 
Swatara,  in  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin:  passed  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1795,  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  374  ;  repealed. 

1783.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  incidental  expenses 
of  the  late  senate  :  passed  12th  February,  1795;  recorded  in  law 
book  No,  V.  page  385 ;  obsolete. 

1784.  An  act  to  extend  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable  aliens  to  pup- 
chase  and  hold  real  estates  within  this  commonwealth  ;"  passed 
12th  Feb'y,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  375;  expired. 

1791.  An  act  to  provide  for  discharging  certain  certificates  of  this  state: 
passed  25th  February,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page 
382 ;  obsolete. 

1792.  An  act  to  afford  relief  to  certain  distressed  French  emigrants: 
passed  25th  February,  1795 ;  tecorded  in  law  book  No,  V,  page 
381;  obsolete, 

1806,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Russel:  passed  31st  March,  1795  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No,  V.  page  422  ;  private  act  ;   obsolete, 

1807.  An  act  to  ascertain  the  boundary  lines  of  a  tract  of  land  in  York 
county,  called  Carrol's  Delight :  passed  31st  March,  1795  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No,  V.  page  417  ;  repealed. 

1810.  An  act  to  supply  the  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned:  passed  1st  April,  1795;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  V.  page  420  ;  obsolete. 

1811,  An  act  for  reviving  suits,  process  and  proceedings,  which  have 
been  discontinued  in  the  courts  ot  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
gaol  delivery,  and  the  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  and  common  pleas,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  :  pass- 
ed 1st  April,  1795 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  419  ; 
obsolete. 


I 


V 


(    xiii    ) 

A.  D. 

1795.  CHAP.  1812.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  establish 
a  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  6th  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  V.  page  386  ;  expired. 

1813.  An  act  to  continue  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  li- 
mited time,  so  much  of  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
assize  of  bread,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  as 
relates  to  the  assize  of  bread  :  passed  6th  April,  1795  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  V.  page  421  ;  repealed. 

1816.  An  act  to  erect  Lewis-Town  in  tiie  county  of  Mifflin  into  a  bo- 
rough :  passed  11th  April,  1795 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V, 
page  424;  repealed  and  supplied  6th  February,  1811- 

1819.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  congress  of  the  United  Stcites  : "  passed  lltii 
April,  1795  ;    recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  428  ;  obsolete. 

JS21.  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  raising 
and  collecting  of  money  on  the  specified  articles  therein  mention- 
ed, for  the  support  of  government,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  "  as  imposes  a  tax  on  the  owners  and  possessoi-s  of  any 
coach,  chariot,  or  post-chfiise,  phaeton,  or  four  wheel  chaise,  stage 
coach  and  stage  waggon  :  passed  13th  April,  1795 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  V.  page  436 ;  obsolete. 

1824.  An  act  to  reimburse  the  guardians  of  certain  orphan  children  the 
monies  advanced  by  them,  for  the  support  of  the  said  children  : 
passed  13th  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V,  page  433 ; 
private  act ;  obsolete. 

1829.  An  act  to  provide  for  educating  John  Metoxen,  one  of  the  Stock- 
bridge  tribe  of  Oneida  Indians:  passed  15th  April,  i795  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  V.  jiage  436  ;  private  act ;  obso'ete. 

1833.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  establishing  a  health- 
office  :  passed  irth  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  V.  page 
450  ;  repealed  and  supplied. 

1834.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  judicial  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  in  conformity  to  the  al- 
terations and  amendments  in  the  constitution:"  passed  l7th  April, 
1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  492  ;  obsolete, 

1835.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Dunton,  Bei'nard  Merkle,  and 
John  Kline  :  passed  17th  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V, 
page  444  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1836.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  establishing 
a  health-office  for  otherwise  securing  the  city  and  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia from  the  introduction  of  pestilential  and  contagious  dis- 
eases, and  for  regulating  the  importation  of  German  and  other 
passengers  :  passed  17th  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
V.  page  452 ;  repealed  and  supplied. 

1838.  An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  vest  the  unproductive  monies 
of  this  commonwealth,  in  certain  description  of  the  public  debts 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned: 
passed  17th  April,  1795 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  472 ; 

/obsolete. 
18S9.   An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Gordon  :  passed  17th  April,    1795  ; 
'*'  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  443  ;   private  act ;  obsolete. 

1841.  An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  assessing  and  collecting  county 
rates  and  levies  :  passed  17th  April,  1795  ;  recojded  in  law  book 
No.  V.  page  454  ;  repealed. 

1843.  An  act  to  enable  the  president  and  managers  of  the  Schuylkill  and 
Susquehanna  navigation,  and  the  president  and  managers  of  the 
Delaware  and  Schuvlkill  canal  navigation,  to  raise  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, the  sum  of  t'oui-  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  works  in  their  acts  of  incorporation  mentioned  : 
passed  17th  April,  1795  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V.  page  482; 
repealed. 

1854.  An  act  to  collect  a  revenue  from  the  rolls-office,  for  the  further 
support  ol  government:  passed  20th  April,  1795;  recorded  in 
law  book  No,  VI,  page  35  ;  repealed. 
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1795,  CHAP.  1855.   Au  act  to  provide  for  the  settlemeivt  of  the  accounts  of  Jokn 

Nicholson,  late  comptvoUer-general :  passed  20th  April,  1795;  re- 
corded in  law  book,  Mo.  V.  page  487 ;  expired. 

1796,  1856.  An  act  to  aflFord  further  relief  to  certain  distressed  French  emi- 

grants :  passed  13th  January,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI. 
page  47  ;   obsolete, 

1857.  An  act  to  vest  in  Hannah  Sower,  for  the  use  of  herself  and  chil- 
dren, certain  parts  of  the  forfeited  estate  of  Christopher  Sower, 
the  younger,  which  have  not  yet  come  into  the  possession  of  this 
commonwealth:  passed  21st  January,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  48  ;   private  act  ;  obsolete. 

1861.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  extend  the  powers 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  this  state:"  passed  13th  February, 
1796 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  54;  expired. 

1865.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Valentine  Etfchart :  passed  26th  February, 
1796 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No  VI,  page  59;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1867.  An  act  to  empower  the  commissioners  of  Huntingdon  cou!\ty  to 
assess  and  levy  the  further  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  for  erecting 
and  completing  the  public  buildings  in  the  said  county  :  pa.ssed 
9th  March,  1796;  recorded  in  law  book  Na  VI,  ptge  64;  obsolete. 

1868.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provi'le  for  ascer- 
taining the  arrearages  of  taxes  due  from  the  respective  counties 
of  this  commonwealth:  passed  17th  March,  1796;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  VI.  page  64 ;  expired. 

1874.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  house  intended  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  :  passed  20th 
March,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  70  ;  obsolete. 

1876,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Ennis  Cortwright:  passed  23d 
March,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  72 ;  private 
act;  obsolete. 

1S77.  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  I^ancasier, 
through  Elizabethtown  and  Middletown,  to  Harrisburgh:  passed 
23d  March,  1796 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI,  page  73;  extinct 
and  suj)  plied  by  another  law. 

1878.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Owen  M'Laughlin  and  John  Skilling :  pass- 
ed 28th  March,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  87  ; 
private  act ;  obsolete. 

1879.  An  act  to  authorize  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phi- 

ladelphia to  defray  the  expenses  of  opening  certain  roads  in  the 
district  of  South  war  k,  and  townships  of  Moyamensing  and  Passy- 
unk,  out  of  the  general  taxes  of  the  said  city  and  county :  p.'issed 
28th  March,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.'VI.  pa.  89;  obsolete. 

1880.  An  act  for  raising  by  way  of  lottery,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  for  accomplishing  the  building  a  stone  bridge  over  the  ri- 
ver Schuylkill,  at  the  borough  of  Reading  :  passed  29th  March, 
1796 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI.  page  90 ;  repealed. 

1882.  An  act  directing  the  manner,  time  and  place,  for  holding  elections 
for  the  electors  of  a  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States :  passed  1st  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI. 
page  95 ;  obsolete. 

1883.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  of  lands :  passed  1st  April, 
1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI.  page  97  ;  expired. 

1884.  An  act  for  repealing  a  law  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  September, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  entitled,  ''  An  act  to 
relieve  the  owners  of  unimproved  lands  from  the  inconvenience 
they  are  subjected  to,  by  the  present  mode  of  enforcing  the  payment 
of  taxes  assessed  thereon  :  passed  1st  April,  1796 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  VI.  page  97 ;  obsolete. 

1885.  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  an  intersection 
of  the  I'hiladelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road  near  the  gap 
tavern,  in  Lancaster  county,  to  Newport  and  Wilmington,  in  the 
state  of  Delaware :  passed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  99  ;  extinct,  and  supplied  by  chap.  2810. 
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1796.  CHAP.  1886.   A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enjoin  cer- 

tain duties  on  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for  other 
purposes:"  passed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI. 
page  114 ;  expired. 
1888.  An  act  to  provide  for  a  review  of  that  part  of  a  road  laid  out  from 
Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  York,  by  West-Chester,  Stras- 
burgh,  and  the  Blue  rock,  which  lies  between  Fawkes's  tavern 
and  West-Chester :  passed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  115  ;  obsolete. 

1890.  An  act  to  provide  for  aUering  the  buildings  appropriated  as  a  gaol 
for  criminals;  j)assed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VI.  page  117  ;  obsolete. 

1891.  An  act  making  appropriations,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned:  passed  4th  April,  1796;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VI.  page  122  ;  ohsDlete. 

1892.  An  act  to  amend  and  repeal  certain  provisions  in  the  health  laws 
of  this  commonwealth:  passed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  VI.  page  118;  repealed  and  supplied, 

1897.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  extending  the  be- 
nefits experienced  from  the  institution  of  the  Pennsylvania  hospi- 
tal :"  passed  4th  April,  1796  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page 
132;  obsolete. 

1900.  An  act  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fires 
in  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  state  of  Georgia :  passed  23d  De- 
cember, 1796;   recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  139  ;  obsolete. 

1797.  1901.   An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Pensinger  :   passed  27th  January, 

1797 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  140;  private  act  ;  ob- 
solete. 

1902.  An  act  to  exonerate  the  district  of  Armagh,  formerly  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Cumberland,  but  now  in  Mifflin  county,  from  sundry  state 
taxes :  passed  27th  January,  1797  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI. 
page  140 ;  obsolete. 

1904.  An  act  to  authorize  the  judges  of  Greene  county,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  hold  their  courts  in  or  near  the  town  of  Waynesburgh  : 
passed  7th  February,  1797  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page 
141 ;   obsolete. 

1906.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Sample :  passed  14th  February, 
3797;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  143;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

1907.  An  act  to  afford  rehef  to  certain  distressed  French  emigrants: 
passed  21st  February,  1797;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI.  page 
146  ;  obsolete. 

1908.  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  of  lottery,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  stone  arch  bridge  over 
Perkioming  creek,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  on  the  road 
leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  Reading:  passed  21st 
February,  1797  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  144 ;  obsolete. 

1913.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  '« An  act  to  enable  the  president 
and  managers  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  navigation,  ancj 
the  president  and  managers  of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  canal 
navigation,  to  raise,  by  way  of  lottery,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  works  in  their 
acts  of  incorporation  mentioned  :"  passed  7th  March,  1797  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  154 ;  obsolete. 

1917.  An  act  to  extend  the  period  heretofore  allowed  for  applications  for 
donation  lands:  passed  20th  March,  1797;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  160;  expired. 

1919.  An  act  to  afford  relief  to  Washington  academy,  in  the  county  of 

Washington  :  passed  20th  March,  1797 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  159  ;   obsolete. 

1920.  An  act  to  extend  an  act,  entitled,  "  A  further  supplement  to  the' 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  establish  a  board  of  wardens  for  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :"  pass- 
ed 21st  March,  1797 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI,  page  165  ; 
expired. 
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1797.  CHAP.  1921.  An  act  to  enable  the  administrators  of  the  estate  of  James  Patter- 

son, deceased,  by  leave  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Franklin 
county,  to  convey  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  George  Crider  :  pass. 
ed  21st  March,  1797;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI.  page  160  ; 
private  act;  obsolete. 

1925.  An  act  to  provide  for  educating  John  Konkapot,  junior,  a  youth  of 
the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Oneida  Indians,  and  for  the  relief  of  John 
Konkapot,  senior:  passed  24th  March,  1797;  recorded  in  law 
book,  No.  VI.  page  169  ;    private  act;  obsolete. 

1933.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  altering 
'  the  Iniildings  appropriated  as  a  gaol  for  criminals  :    passed  21st 

March,  1797;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  \1.  page  185;  obso- 
lete. 

1,939.  An  act  for  the  distribution  of  certain  monies,  recovered  under  the 
late  bankrupt  laws  of  this  commonwealth  :  passed  4th  April,  1797; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  195 ;  obsolete. 

1940.  An  act  to  establish  a  separate  representation  for  the  counties  of 
Somerset,  Lycoming  and  Greene,  to  represent  them  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  this  commonwealth:  passed  5th  April,  1797; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  201 ;  obsolete. 

1941.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  employment  of  an  additional 
number  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general,  receiver- 
general,  and  secretary  of  the  land-office:  passed  5th  April,  1797; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  203  ;   expired. 

1942.  An  act  to  continue  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  opening,  and  bet- 
ter amending  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  public  roads  and  high- 
ways within  this  province  :"  passed  5th  April,  1797  ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  VI.  page  202  ;  expired. 

1944.  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  Proctor  to  commence  a  suit  against 
this  commonwealth,  upon  certain  claims  which  he  has  against  the 
same  :  passed  5th  April,  1797;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI. 
page  202  ;  private  act  ;    obsolete. 

1945.  An  act  to  amend  and  continue  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  esta- 
blish a  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned  :"  passed  5th  April,  1797  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  199  ;  repealed  2yth  March,  18o3. 

1946.  An  act  to  empower  Jonathan  Jarrett,  of  the  county  of  Montgome- 
ry, to  sell  and  convey  certain  lands,  therein  specified:  passed  5th 
April,  1797  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  \U  page  196 ;  private  act ; 
obsolete. 

1947.  An  act  to  appoint  a  trustee  foi'  Mifflin  county  :  passed  5th  April, 
1797 ;   recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  197;  obsolete. 

1948.  An  act  making  appropriations,  and  to  enjoin  certain  duties  on  the 
comptrollev-general,  register-general,  and  state-treasurer,  as  well 
as  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed  5th  April,  1797; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI  page  203  ;  obsolete. 

1949.  An  act  to  provide  for  alleviating  the  distresses  of  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  suburbs  thereof,  during  ♦^he  continuance  of 
the  existing  malignant  and  contagious  diseases :  passed  ii9th  Au- 
gust, 1797 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  207  ;  obsolete. 

1798.  1952.   An   act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  five 

tracts  of  land,  heretofore  granted  to  Cornplanter,  a  chief  of  the 
Seneca  nation  :  passed  27th  February,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  212  ;  obsolete. 

1955.  An  act  fur  the  relief  of  David  Jones :  passed  27th  February,  1798  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  216  ;  private  act;  obso- 
lete. 

1956.  An  act  empowering  the  commissioners  of  Westmoreland  county, 
to  appoint  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  in  sundry  townships 
thereof,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  27th  Februa- 
ry, 1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  215 ;  obsolete. 

1959.  An  act  to  appoint  a  trustee  in  the  county  of  Mifflin  :  passed  22d 
February,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  214  ;  obso- 
lete. 


(     Kvii     ) 

A.  D. 

1798,  CHAP.  "1961.  An  act  to  provide  for  settlingthe  compensations  of  sundry  metubers 
of  the  legislature  at  the  late  session,  and  to  authorize  the  speakera 
of  the  respective  houses  to  draw  warrants  in  their  favour,  for  the 
sums  found  due:  passed  27th  Fehruar> ,  1798  j  recorded  in  laWx 
book  No.  VI.  page  214  ;  obsolete. 
1965,  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  five'hundred  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  defraying 
the  expenses  of  erecting  a  school-house  in  the  township  of  New 
Hanover,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and  of  purchasing  a  lot 
and  erecting  a  church  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg  :  passed  16th 
March,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  i52  ;  obsolete. 
1,966.   An  act  authorizing  certam  lotteries ;  passed  16th  March,  1798; 

recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  250;  obsolete. 
1968.  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  of  lottery,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  bridge  over 
Big  Swatara  creek,   at  Jones's  town  :   passed  16th  March,  1798; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  250;  obsolete. 
1972.  An  act  to  authorize  Edmund  Milne  to  commence  a  suit  against  the 
commonwealth,   upon  certain   claims  which  he  has  against  the 
same  :  passed  16th  Mardi,    1798 ;   recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI, 
page  248  ;  obsolete. 
19-79.   An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorporate 
a  company,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, through  Germantown,   by  the  route  of  Chesnut-hill,  to  the 
twelve  mile  stone  on  the  Reading  road,  and  thence  to  Reading,  in 
the  county  of  Berks  :  passed  29th  March,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  VI,  page  261  ;  extinct  and  supplied  by  other  laws. 

1983.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Glen:  passed  4th  April,  1798;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  281 ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

1984.  An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,   the  act,  entitled,  • 
"  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
state,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned:"   passed  4th 
April,    1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  274 ;    repealed 
20th  March,  1810. 

1985.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands  :  passed  4th  April, 
1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  274  ;  expired- 

1986.  An  act  to  re-enact  certain  laws  relative  to  the  county  rates  and 
levies:  passed  4th  April,  1798;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI, 
page  283  ;   repealed. 

1987.  An  act  to  make  certain  appropriations,  as  well  as  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  :  passed  4th  April,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  VJ.  page  275  ;  obsolete. 

1988.  An  act  providing  that  the  person  of  a  debtor  shall  not  be  liable  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  after  delivering  up  his  estate  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  creditors,  unless  he  hath  been  guilty  of  fraud  or  embez- 
zlemenc:  passed  4th  April,  1798;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  V J. 
page  300 ;  expired. 

1990.  An  act  to  enable  the  president  and  managers  of  the  company  fop 
erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Delaware,  at  the  borough  of 
Easton,  in  the  county  of  Northauipton,  to  raise  by  lottery,  the  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  work  in  their  act  of  incorporation  mentioned  :  passed 
4th  April,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI  page  281  ;  obsolete. 

1991.  An  act  to  provide  a  more  cifectual  method  for  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  several  brigade-insjiectors  within  this  commonwealth  :  pass- 
ed 4th  April,  1798;  recorded  inlaw  book  No.  VI,  pa,  299;  repealed. 

1992.  An  act  altering  the  times  of  holduig  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
and  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington :  passed  4th  April,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VJ. 
page  i!98 ;  obsolete. 

1996.  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  health  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  to  incorporate  a  board  of  managers  of  the  marine  and  city 
hospitals  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned  :  passed  4th  April,  1798  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VI.  page  306 ;  expired. 

VOL.  III.  c 


(     xviii     ) 
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1799.  CHAP.  2006.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  houses  for  the  employment  and  support  of  the  poor  in  the 
counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster  :"  passed  9th  February,  1799  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI.  page  326;  obsolete. 

2007.  An  act  to  authorize  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  a  loan  to  the  United  States,  of  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars:  passed  13th 
February,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  327 ;  obsolete. 

2008.  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  defraying  the  expenses  of 
completing  the  building  of  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house  in  Mifflin- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin :  passed  13th  February,  1799;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  327  ;  obsolete. 

2011.  An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  part  of  an  act,  en- 
titled, "  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  en- 
join certain  duties  on  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  passed  1st  March,  1799;  recorded  in  law  book 
No,  VI.  page  353  ;  expired. 

2016.  An  act  in  favour  of  John  Hazlewood :  passed  8th  March,  1799  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No,  VI,  page  355  ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

2018.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  ])ayment  of  twenty -nine  thousand  dollars, 
borrowed  and  expended  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadel- 
phia and  its  vicinity,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  malignant 
fever,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  interest  thereon  :  passed  8th 

,  '  March,  1799;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  354;   obso- 

lete. 

2019.  An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  special  elections  for  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  townships  of  Blockley  and  Kingses- 
sing,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,    when  the  legislature  shall  be 

>>.  in  session  :    passed  20th  March,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  bopk  No. 

VI.  page  357 ;   obsolete. 

2020.  An  act  for  reviving  suits,  process  and  proceedings,  which  have 
been  discontinued  in  the  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  and  common  pleas  in  the  county  of  Montgomery:  passed 
2()th  March,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book,  No.  VL  page  357 ;  ob- 
solete. 

2023.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Rankin  :  passed  28th  March,  1799 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  365  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2024.  An  act  to  vest  in  the  heirs  of  William  Rankin,  deceased,  such  part 
of  his  forfeited  estate,  as  hath  not  been  sold  lor  the  use  of  this 
commonwealth  :  passed  28th  March,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  365  ;  private  act  ;  obsolete. 

2025.  An  act  to  indemnify  General  William  Irwine  for  the  loss  of  Mpn- 
tour's  island,  recovered  from  him  by  a  judgment  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  :  passed  28th  March,  1799  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  364;  obsolete, 

2026.  An  act  to  provide  for  reimbursing  the  expenses  of  the  sheriff  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  removing  his  prisoners  from 
the  debtor's  apartment  to  the  county  of  Montgomery,  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  late  contagious  fever :  passed  28th  March,  1799; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  371 ;  obsolete. 

2028.  An  act  empowering  certain  trustees,  therein  named,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  part  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  situate  in  Hellam  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  York,  and  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  ap- 
propriate the  monies  arising  from  such  sale  for  the  purposes  there- 
in mentioned  :  passed  28th  March,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  369  ;  obsolete. 

2029.  An  act  to  appropriate  a  sum  nf  money,  to  be  applied  in  com- 
pleting three  bridges  in  Bedford  county,  and  for  other  purposes: 
passed  28th  March,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  367. 

2030.  Anact  to  authorize  the  commissioners  of  Montgomery  county  and 
their  successors  in  office,  to  raise  money,  by  toll,  for  coniplet- 
ing  a  bridge  over  the  Perkiomen  creek,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Philadelphia  to  Reading:  jiassed  28th  March,  1799  ;  recorded  ia 
law  book  No.  VI.  page  386 ;  obsolete. 


(     xix     ) 
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17i)9,  CHAP.  2032.  An  act  to  enable  Thomas  Jones  and  Peter  Filbert,  of  the  county 
of  Berks,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  to  convey  and  assure  the  lots 
of  ground  therein  mentioned :  passed  28th  March,  1799  ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  368  ;  obsolete. 

2035.  An  act  to  enable  Willia'm  Alexander  and  Robert  Alexander,  and 
the  survivor  of  them,  trustees  of  an  estate  held  for  the  use  of  Jona- 
than Williams  and  Mariamne  his  wife,  and  their  joint  Jieirs,  with 
the  remainders  over,  to  sell  and  convey  the  said  estate,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  invest  the  monies  aris- 
ing therefrom  to  the  same  uses,  but  in  other  property  more  bene- 
ficial and  productive,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned : 
passed  2oth  March,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  375 ; 
private  act;  obsolete. 

2036.  An  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Wayne,  and  for  other  purposes :  passed  1st  April,  1799 ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  373;  obsolete. 

2037.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  :  passed  3d  April,  1799 ;  recorded  in 
law  book  No,  VI'.  page  370  ;  obsolete. 

2038.  An  act  to  appropriate  a  further  sum  of  money  for  the  opening  and 
improving  the  road  leading  from  Frankstown,  on  the  river  Junia- 
ta, to  Pittsburgh  ;  passed  4th  April,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  368 ;  obsolete. 

2039.  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  of  lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  building  of  the 
Roman  catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  city  ot  Philadel- 
phia :  passed  4th  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page 
377 ;  obsolete. 

2044.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  AUman,  executrix  to  Lawrence 
AUman,  deceased :  passed  5th  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VI.  page  435  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2048.  An  act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  buildings  appropriated  for  the 
employment  of  the  criminals  from  the  several  counties  of  this 
state,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  :  passed  8th  April,  1799  ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  431 ;  obsolete. 

2054.  An  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  journals  of  the  senate, 
and  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  commonwealth  :  passed 
9th  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  428  ;  obso- 
lete. 

2055.  An  act  to  continue  and  amend  the  existing  laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  port  and  harbour  of  Philadelphia  :  passed  9th  April,  1799  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  432  ;  repealed  29th  March, 
1803. 

2056.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  a  small  corps  of  militia,  sta- 
tioned at  Greensburgh,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety -four :  passed  9th  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VI.  page  432  ;    obsolete. 

2057.  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  :  passed  9th  April,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VI.  page  399  ;  repealed. 

2059.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  John  Jones,  deceas- 
ed :  passed  10th  April,  1799 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VII.  page 
8  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2061.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Walton  :  passed  10th  April,  1799  j 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  442  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2065.  An  act  for  the  reimbursement  of  monies  heretofore  advanced  by 
the  receiver-general  of  the  land-office  :  passed  loth  April,  1799; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  444  ;  obsolete. 

2066.  An  act  to  authorize  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Delaware 
to  raise  money,  by  toll,  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the 
bridges  on  the  public  state  road  of  said  county  :  passed  11th  April» 
1799  :  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VI.  page  446 ;  expired. 


(      XX       ) 
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1790.  CHAP.  2068.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  opening  and  improving  of  a  road 
over  the  Penn's-valley  mountains,  in  the  county  of  MifHin,  and  for 
opening  and  improving  the  state  road  from  Turtle-creek  to  Pitts- 
burgh :  passed  lUh  Ajiril,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII. 
page  5  ;   obsolete. 

2075.  An  act  to  continue  for  an  additional  period,  "  An  act  for  instituting 
a  board  of  property,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :" 
passed  11th  April,  1799;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  Vil.  page  4; 
expired. 

2076.  An  act  for  completing  the  education  of  John  Konkapot,  junior: 
passed  11th  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  9; 
obsolete. 

2077.  An  act  to  enable  aliens,  in  certain  cases,  to  purchase  and  hold 
real  estate  within  this  commonwealth:  passed  llth  April,  1799; 

'  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  21 ;  repealed  and  supplied 

10th  February,  1807. 

2078.  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  ascertain  the  best  route  for  and  mode  of  effecting 
a  communication  between  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake bays,  and  appropriating  a  sum  of  mor.ey  for  opening  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna  down  to  the  Maryland  line : 
passed  llth  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  19  ; 
obsolete  and  repealed. 

2082.  An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  procure  on  loan  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  arms  for  the  use  of  this  common- 
wealth," passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven ;  further  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  brigade-inspectors  ;  to  make  certain 
appropriations ;  and  for  other  purposes  :  passed  llth  April,  1799; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  34  ;  obsolete. 

2083.  An  act  for  establishing  a  health-office,  for  securing  the  city  and 
port  of  Philadelphia  from  the  introduction  of  pestilential  and  con- 
tagious diseases:  passed  llth  April,  1799  ;  recorded  in  lav,'  book 
No.  VII.  page  52  ;  repealed. 

iSOOj  20S5.   An  act  declaring  the  marriage  of  Alexander  de  Tilly  and  Maria 

Matilda  de  Tilly  (late  Maria  Matilda  Bingham)  to  be  fraudulent, 
null  and  void  :  passed  17th  January,  1800 ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VII.  page  77  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2088.  An  act  to  prolong  the  time  for  commencing  and  completing  the 
permanent  bridge  proposed  to  be  erected  over  the  river  Schuylkill, 
at  or  near  Philadelphia:  passed  1st  February,  1800;  recorded  in 
law  book  No.  VII    page  2,5  ;  obsolete. 

2089.  An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  subscribe  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of  an  abridgment  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  : 
passed  1st  February,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page 
84  ;  obsolete. 

2090.  An  act  prescribing  a  mode  to  elect  or  appoint  assessors  and  as- 
sistant assessors,  within  the  several  townships  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :  passed 
10th  February,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  84; 
obsolete. 

2091.  An  act  for  raising  monies  by  way  of  lottery,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  building  certain  churches:  passed  IGth  February,  1800;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  88  ;  obsolete. 

2093.  An  act  to  compensate  the  heirs  and  devisees  of  John  Rankin,  late 
of  York  county,  deceased  :  passed  19th  February,  1800;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  95 ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

2094.  An  act  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  funeral  ex- 
penses of  the  late  major  general  Thomas  Mifflin  :  passed  19th 
February,  1800 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No  VII.  page  98 ;  obso- 
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1800.  CHAP.  2098.  An  act  to  authorize  John  B.  Palmer  and  Frederick  Heisz,  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  in  fee-simple,  the  real  estate  cf  Jacob  Palmer,  a 
lunatic:  passed  1st  March,  1800  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII. 
page  113;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2103.  Ati  act  to  continue  and  make  perpetual  the  law,  entitled,  "  An 
act  for  opening  and  better  amending  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
public  roads  and  highways  within  this  province:  passed  1st 
March,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VII.  page  IIT;  repealed. 

2105.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  register-general  and  the  state  trea- 
surer, to  exhibit  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of  their  respective 
offices  to  the  legislature  :  passed  3d  March,  1800  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  VII.  page  117  ;  repealed  and  supplied  SOth  March,  1811. 

2107.  An  act  to  grant  restitution  to  John  Boggs,  James  Boggs  and  Wil- 
liam Atkins,  for  lost  certificates :  passed  3d  March,  1800  ;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  VII,  page  119;    |;rivate  act;   obsolete. 

2108.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
and  slaves  within  this  commonwealth  :  passed  7th  Mai'ch,  1800; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  129  ;  obsolete. 

2113.  An  act  to  enable  the  executors  of  John  Stein,  and  the  administra- 
trix of  Samuel  M'Cammon,  deceased,  to  make  certain  convej'- 
ances;  passed  12th  March,  1800  ;  recoi-ded  in  law  book  No,  VIL 
page  150;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2122.  An  act  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  the  trustees  of  the  academy  of 
Canonsburgh,  in  Washington  county  :  passed  13th  March,  1800; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII,  page  158;  obsolete  ;  see  chap.  2206. 

2,123.  An  act  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money,  for  opening  the  road  from 
M'Connelsburg,  in  Bedford  county,  to  the  state  road  near  the  top 
of  Ray's  hill:  passed  13th  March,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VII.  page  156;   obsolete. 

2124.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  raising,  by  way  qf 
lottery,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  th,e  purpose 
of  completing  the  building  of  the  Roman  catholic  church  of  saint 
Augustine,  in  the  city  of  Pliiladelphia  :  passed  13th  March,  1800  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  157  ;  obsolete. 

2126.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands:  passed  15tii  March, 
1800  ;   recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  188  ;  obsolete, 

2129.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  erecting  part  of  the 
county  of  York  into  a  separate  county  :*'  passed  15th  March, 
1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VII.  page  178 ;  obsolete. 

2131,  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  "A"  act  to  establish 
the  jr.dicial  courts  of  this  commonwealth  ."  passed  15th  March, 

1800  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  164;  expired. 

2134.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  certain  courts  within  this 
state :  passed  15th  March,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII. 
page  170 ;  supplied, 

2135.  An  act  to  provide  for  opening  and  impi'oving  the  road  from  David 
Beale's  in  Mifflin  county,  to  George  M'Miillin's  in  Shearman's 
valley,  in  Cumberland  county :  passed  15th  March,  1800 ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  VI!.  page  169  ;  obsolete. 

2137.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  expenses  of  the  ex. 
ecutive  department  of  government  for  the  present  year,  and  mak- 
ing sundry  other  appropriations:  passed  17th  March,  1800;  re- 
corded in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  182  ;  obsolete. 

2138.  An  act  to  direct  in  behalf  of  this  state,  the  manner  of  appointing 
electors  of  a  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States: 
passed  1st  December,  1800;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page 
192  ;  obsolete. 

2140.  An  act  to  raise  by  way  of  lottery,   a  sum  of  money  to  complete  a 
church  lately  built  in  the  village  of  New  Holland :  passed  1st  De- 
cember, 1800  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  195  ;  obsolete. 
1801»  2149,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Van  Home  :    passed  21st  January, 

1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VU.  page  205  ;  private  act ; 
obsolete. 
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1801.  CHAP.  2150.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Morrow :  passed  24th  January, 
1801 :  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII,  page  206  ;  private  act;  ob- 
solete. 

2157.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  opening 
and  improving  the  road  from  David  Beale's  in  Mifflin  county,  to 
George  M'Muliin's,  in  Shearman's  valley,  in  Cumberland  county  : 
passed  31st  January,  1801;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page 
212  ;   obsolete. 

2158.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable  Thomas  Jones 

and  Feter  Filbert,  of  the  county  of  Berks,  or  the  survivor  of  them, 
to  convey  and  assure  the  lots  of  ground  therein  mentioned:"  passed 
31st  January,  1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  213  ; 
private  act ;   obsolete. 

2159.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Konkapot,  junior :  passed  31st  Jan- 
uary, 1801 ;  I'ecorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  214 ;  private  act ; 
obsolete. 

2160.  A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  revive  and  amend 
an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  common- 
wealth to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
cultivation  of  vines,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  :" 
passed  31st  January,  1801;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page 
214  :  obsolete 

2163.  An  act  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  former  and 
.  .  present  county  treasurers  for  arrears  of  state  taxes  :   passed  4th 

February,  1801;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  217;  re- 
pealed. 

2164.  An  act  to  authorize  Anthony  Altman  and  Michael  Rugh,  trustees 
of  the  Lutheran  congregation  in  Hempfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  to  complete  a  title  for  land  :  passed  Sth  February, 
1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  219  ;  private  act  ;  ob- 
solete. 

2165.  A  supplement  to  the  several  acts  passed  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  public  accounts:  passed  9th  February,  1801 ;  record- 
ed in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  220;  obsolete. 

2178.  An  act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
islands  in  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers,  and  the  several  reserved 
tracts  of  Erie,  Waterford,  Franklin  and  Warren:  passed  21st 
February,  1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  252 ;  obso- 
lete. 

2180.  An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  stone  bridge  erected  by 
Christian  Binkley,  across  the  river  Conestoga  for  public  use; 
passed  2od  February,  1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page 
253  ;  obsolete. 

2185.  An  act  to  empower  the  governor  to  negociate  a  loan  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth :'  passed  23d  February,  1801 ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No.  VII.  page  258  ;  obsolete. 

*2186.  An  act  to  authorize  William  Gilliland,  Alexander  Russel,  and 
Samuel  Cobean,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  in  fee-simple,  the  real  estate 
of  James  Black,  a  lunatic,  or  such  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  maintenance  :  passed  25th 
February,  1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  258  ;  private 
act;  obsolete. 

2189.  An  act  to  extend  and  further  continue  an  act,  entitled,  "  A  supple- 
ment to  the  several  acts,  relative  to  establishing  town  and  out  lots, 
and  selling  the  same,  within  the  reserved  tracts  of  land  adjoining 
Erie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Waterford:"  passed  26th  February, 
1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  266  ;  expired. 

2190.  An  act  to  compensate  James  Pearson  :  passed  26th  February, 
1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII,  page  267  ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 

2191.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  extend  the  powers 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  this  state,"  passed  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four:  passed 
26th  February,  1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII,  page  268. 
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ISQl,  CHAP.  2192.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  Andrew- 
Boyd,  late  treasurer  of  Chester  county :  passed  26th  February, 
1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  Iso.  VII.  page  268  ;  expired. 

2193.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Renison :  passed  26th  February, 
1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VII.  page  269  ;  private  act  ;  ob- 
solete. 

2194.  An  act  to  authoi'ize  William  Turnbull,  representative  of  William 
TurnbuU  and  company,  agents  for  the  royal  marine  of  France,  to 
commence  a  suit  against  the  commonwealth :  passed  26th  Febru- 
ary, 1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  fiage  1 ;  obsolete. 

2198.  An  act  to  authorize  and  direct  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  receive  from  the  heirs  of  the  late  treasurer  David  Rit- 
tenhouse,  certain  certificates  of  funded  debt  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  and  to  indemnify  the  said  heirs  therefor  : 
passed  26th  February,  1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  ,No.  VIII. 
page  6  ;  obsolete. 

2201.  An  act  to  fix  the  number  of  senators,  form  the  state  into  districts, 
and  determine  the  portion  to  be  allotted  to  each,  as  well  as  to  fix 
the  number  of  representatives  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
several  counties  of  the  commonwealth,  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  :  passed  27th  February,  1801 ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VIII,  page  10  ;  obsolete. 

2203.  An  act  to  tax  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  or  clerk  of  the  su- 
preme court:  passed  5th  December,  1801  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VIII.  page  16  ;    repealed  and  supplied. 

■2204.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Milne :  passed  19th  December, 
1801 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  17  ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 
1892,  2215.   An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 

poses: passed  26th  January,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VIII. 
page  27 ;  expired. 

2217.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Williams :  passed  2d  February, 
1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  30 ;  obsolete, 

2218.  An  act  further  to  encourage  the  killing  of  wolves :  passed  2d  Fe- 
bruary, 1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VIII.  page  30;  expired; 
supplied. 

2219.  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  Catharine  Erringer, 
a  lunatic,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned :  passed  2d 
February,  l.S'02  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  31  ;  pri- 
vate act ;  obsolete, 

2222.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hill  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Esther  his  wife,  and  to  confirm  in  Burton  Wallace  and  his 
heirs  for  ever,  tiie  title  to  a  certain  messuage  and  lot  of  ground 
therein  mentioned :  passed  3d  February,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law 
book  No,  VIII  page  36;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2223.  An  act  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  former 
and  present  county  treasurers,  for  arrears  of  state  taxes  :  passed 
5th  February,  1802;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  Vill.  page  41;  ob- 
solete. 

2226.  An  act  foi'  the  relief  of  John  Berrell:  passed  19th  February, 
1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VIII.  page  44 ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 

2231.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Cox :  passed  19th  February, 
1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No  VIII.  page  49  ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 

2232.  An  act  to  enable  James  Wicfcersham,  Samuel  Garretson  and  Eze- 
kiel  Kirk,  to  convey  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Newbury,  York  county  :  passed  19ch  Februnry,  1802 ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  51  ;  private  act;  obsolete. 

2236,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  education  of  poor  children  gratis:  pass- 
ed 1st  March,  1802 ;  recorded  in  \Avf  book  No,  VIII,  page  60  ;  ex- 
pired ;  supplied. 

2243.  An  act  tor  the  relief  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Adams: 
passed  12th  March,  1802 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VIII,  page  69; 
expired. 
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J802.  CHAP,  2245.   A    supplement  to  the  act,   entitled,  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  go* 
veinor  of  this  com mon wealth,  to  incorporate  a  company  for  erect- 
ing a  bridge  over  the  river  Delaware  at  the  borough  of  Easton,  in 
the  county  of  Northampton  :"  passed  12th  March,  1802;  recorded 
in  law  book.  No.  VIII.  page  65  ;  expired. 
2248.   An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Garanger  :  passed   17th    March, 
1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  73 ;  private  act ;  ob- 
solete. 
S249.   An  act  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  religious  society  of  Moravians 
or  United  Brethren,  in  Mountjoy  township,  Lancaster  county,  to 
convey  certain  land  therein  mentioned,  to  Henry  Meyer :  passed 
irih  Marcii,  1802;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  73;  pri- 
vate act;  obsolete. 
2252.  An  act  to  empower  the  trustees  of  the  English  Presbyterian  church 
in  Allen  township,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  to  make  convey- 
ance and  assurance  of  the  tract  or  piece  of  land  therein  mention- 
ed:  passed  22d  March,  1802;    recorded  in   law  book  No.  Vlil. 
page  76;  obsolete. 
2'253.   An  act  to  revive  and  continue  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
opening  a  canal  and  water  communication  between  the  rivers  De- 
laware and  Schuylkill,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned:'* 
and  also,  •'  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  of  this  comnionwealth 
to  incorporate  a  company  for  opening  a  canal  and  lock  navigation, 
between  the  rivers  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna,  by  the  waters  of 
Tnl])ehoccon,  Quittapahilla  and  Swatara,  in  the  counties  of  Berks 
and  Dauphin  :"  passed  23d  March,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VIII.  page  86  ;  expired. 
2254.   An   act   to  continue  cei  tain  suits  entered  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Mifflin,  late  governor,  and  John  Nicholson,  late  comptroller-gene- 
ral of  Pennsylvania  :    passed  23d  March,  1802 ;  recorded  ui  law 
book  No.  VIII.  page  71  ;   obsolete. 
"2255.   An  act  to   enable  general  John  Steele  and  Vi^illiam  Caliioun,  to 
sell  and  convey  and  certain  tract  of  land  therein  mentioned:  pass- 
ed 23d  March,  1802;  recorded  in  law  book  No,  VIII.  page  76; 
obsolete. 

2258.  An  act  authorizing  the  comptroller  and  register-generals,  to 
receive  certain  evidences  of  state  debt  due  to  individuals,  in 
discharge  of  the  sureties  of  the  former  comptroller-general,  John 
Nicholson  :  passed  29th  March,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VIII.  page  92  ;  obsolete. 

2259.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Caldwell :  passed  29th 
March,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  91 ;  private 
act ;   obsolete. 

,,  2262.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Wiley  and  James  Calhoun  :  passed 
29th  March,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  89 ; 
private  act ;  obsolete. 
2265.  An  act  dissolving  the  marriage  between  David  M'Kissick  and 
Margaret  his  wife  :  passed  id  April,  1802  ;  recorded  in  law  book 
No.  VIII.  page  103 ;  private  act ;  obsolete. 

2271.  An  act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  contract  between  John  Kunius, 
and  Bathsheba  his  wife,  late  Bathsheba  Troth  :  passed  2d  April, 
1802;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  106;  private  act; 
obsolete. 

2272.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled,  ''  An  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  this  commonwealth :"  passed  2d  April,  1802  ; 
recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  111 ;  expired. 

2280.  An  act  authorizing  the  comptroller-general  and  register-general 
to  liquidate  and  settle  cei'tain  expenses  incurred  under  the  act.  en- 
titled, "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled,  "An  act  to  pre- 
vent intrusions  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  Northanjpton, 
Northumberland  and  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned:"  passed  5th  April,  li|02;  recorded  in  law  book  No. 
VIII,  page  122 ;  obsolete. 
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1802.  CHAP.  2281.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  in  Wayne 
county,  and  for  other  purposes ;  passed  5th  April,  1802 ;  recorded 
in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  124;  obsolete. 

2285.  An  act  to  establish  the  places  for  holding  the  court"  of  justice  in 
the  counties  of  Armstrong,  Butler,  and  Mercer :  passed  6th  April, 
1802;  recorded  in  lawbook  No.  VIII.  page  193;  obsolete. 

2286.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  laws  and  journals  of 
the  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth  ;  passed  6th  April, 
1802;   recorded  in  law  book   No.   VIII.  page  187;   obsolete. 

2291.  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  :  passed  6th  April,  1802 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No, 
VIII.  page  128  ;    repealed  9th  April,  1809. 

2292.  An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  subscribe  for  a  certain  num-> 
ber  of  copies  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth:  passed  6th 
April,  1802 ;  recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  181 ;  ob- 
solete. 

2295.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  expenses  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  and  for  other  purposes :  passed  6th  April, 
1802  ;   recorded  in  law  book  No.  VIII.  page  194  ;   obsolete. 
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CONSTITUTION 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


The  Constitution  framed  for  the  United  States  of  America,  by  a 
-*•  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl^ 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  at  a  Session  begun  May  25,  and  ended 
September  17,  1787. 

1FE,  the  peofile  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 
ufiion,  establish  justice^  insure  domestic  tranquillity ^  pro-vide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  .^promote  the  (general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity ■^  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for 
the  United  States  of  Jmerica. 

ARTICLE  I. 

SECTION  I. 
Legislative  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of 

power.  the  United  States,  which  shaJl  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

SECTION  II. 
Of  the  house  I-  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen 

of  represen-   every  second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  several  states:  and  the  electors  in 
each  state,  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  state  legislature. 
Qualification        i^-   No  person  shall  be  a  representative,    who  shall  not  have  attained  to 
of  the  mem-   the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United 
*"*  States ;  and  who  shall  not  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  in  which 

he  shall  be  chosen, 
tiepresenta-  *"'  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned,  among  the 
tionanddt-  several  states  which  may  be  included  within  this  union,  according  to  their  re- 
how  to'be'ap-  spective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number 
portioned,  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  ex- 
Enumera-  eluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  actual  enu- 
tion.  meration  shall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  con- 

gress of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in 
Future  ratio  Such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  representatives  shall 
of  represen-   pot  exceed  one  ft)r  every  thirty  thousand:  but  each  state  shall  have  at  least 
popufafion.     One  representative :  and,  until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  state  of 
Presentraiio.  New  Hampshire  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  three  ;    Massachusetts  eight ; 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations  one  ;  Connecticut  five  ;  New  York 
six  ;  New  Jersey  four ;  Pennsylvania  eight  ;  Delaware  one  ;  Maryland  six  ; 
Virginia  ten  ;  North  Carolina  five ;  South  Carolina  five  ;  and  Georgia  three. 
Of  vacancies.        IV.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  state,  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 
rtrsl'linJ?  '^-  '^'^^  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker  and  otlier  offi- 

'pow'er  of  in\-  ccrs ;  End  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment, 
peachment. 


(     3txvii     ) 

SECTION  III. 
I.  The  senate  of  the  United  States  sliall  be  composed  of  two  senators  of  the  Se. 
irom  each  state,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof  for  six  years :  and  each  ""«. 
senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

II.  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled,  in  consequence  of  the  first  of  classing 
election,  they  shall  be  divided,  as  equally  as  may  be.  Into  three  classes.   Th'  the  mem- 
seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the 
second  year  ;  of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year  ;  and  of 

the  third  class,   at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year :  so  that  one  third  may  be 

chosen  every  second  year.  And  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or  other-  of  vacancies. 

wise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  state,  the  executive  thereof 

may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature, 

which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

III.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator,  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  Quaiifica- 
of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  who  '^'°"*  °*^  ^^ 
shall  not,  wlien  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  for  which  he  shall  be 
chosen. 

IV.  The  vice-president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  president  of  the  se-  of  theVicc- 
nate,  but  shall  have  no  vote  unless  they  be  equally  divided.  President. 

V.  The  senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  president  pro  Of  the  offi- 
tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  vice-president,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  Innate  *^^ 
office  of  president  of  the  United  States. 

VI.  The  senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments.  When  of  the  pow- 
sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.     When  the  ^'' *° ''y '"^^ 
president  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  chief  justice  shall  preside  :  and  no  p^     "I!"  ^* 
person  shall  be  convicted,  without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  mem-  therdn;"^* 
bers  present. 

VII.  Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  further  than  and  judg. 
to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  •"*"'• 
honour,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States.     Rut  the  party  convicted 

shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  and  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and 
punishment  according  to  law. 

SECTION  IV. 
I.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  senators  and  Of  election!, 
representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  state  by  the  legislature  thereof; 
but  the  congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  places  of  choosing  senators. 

II.  The  coneress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year;  and  such  9^^^^  "e^t- 

incT  oi  con." 

meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  they  shall,  by  law,  giess. 
appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION  V. 
I.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  quaiifica-  Of  the  pow- 
tions  of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  houses  re- 
to  do  business:  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  spectiveiy. 
be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner, 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

II.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings  ;  punish  its 
members  for  disorderly  behaviour ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds, 
expel  a  member. 

III.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and,  from  time  o_f  .the  pubii- 
to  time,  publish  the  same,  exceptini;  such  parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  re-  Journals, 
quire  secrecy  :  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  of  the  niembers  of  either  house,  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 

IV.  Neither  house  during  the  session  of  congress,  shall,  without  the  con-  of  adjourn- 
sent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 

than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

SECTION  VI. 
I.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  compensa- 
their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  vUeges.  **"' 
United  States.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of 
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bills. 
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ceeding in 
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the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
their  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  the  same  :  and  fov 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  place. 
Kxcinsion  _  II.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was 
offi^sf*"^**"  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have 
anddisquaU-  been  increased,  during  such  time  :  and  no  person,  holding  any  office  under  the 
'  "-     United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house,  during  his  continuance  in 

ofRce* 

SECTION  VII. 
I.  All  bills,  for  raising  revenue,  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives: but  the  senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on 
other  bills. 

II.  Every  bill,  which  shall  have  passed  the  house  of  representatives  and 
the  senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it, 
with  his  objections,  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it. 
If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two.thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sent  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which 
it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered  :  and,  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house, 
it  shall  become  a  law.  But,  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and 
against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  house,  respectively.  If 
any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  president,  within  ten  days  (Sundays  ex- 
cepted) after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  congress  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return  ;    in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

III.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  be  necessary  (except  on  a  question 
of  adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States;  and 
before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disap- 
proved by  him,  shall  be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  -if  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case 
of  a  bill 


plrders,  reso- 
lutions,  or 
votes. 
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SECTION  VIII. 

The  congress  shall  have  power— 

I.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States ; 
but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States. 

II.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 

III.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

IV.  To  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ;  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the  United  States. 

V.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin ;  and 
fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 

VI  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities  and 
current  coin  of  the  United  States. 

VI I.  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 

VIII.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing, 
for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
s.pe^tive  writings  and  discoveries. 

IX.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  supreme  court. 

X.  To  define  and  punissh  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
and  offences  against  the  law  of  nations. 

XI.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules 
concerning  captures  on  land  and  water. 

XII.  To  raise  and  support  armies;  but  no  appropriation  of  money  to 
that  use,  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years, 

;<iii.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 
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XIV.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  na- 
val forces, 

XV.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
union,  suppress  insurrections,  awd  repel  invasions. 

XVI.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
for  governing  such  part  of  them  iis  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  reserving  to  the  states  respectively  the  appointment  of  the 
officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline 
prescribed  by  congress. 

XVII.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  Exclusive ju- 
district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  ^^^^^g'^"^^"* 
states,  and  the  acceptance  of  congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  government  of 

the  United  States  ;  and  to  exercis'e  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by 
the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  ior  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock -yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings; and 

XVIII.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  General 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  con-  *'°rry"nt'^o 
stitution  in  the  eovernnient  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer  execution 

^,  c  the  constitu^ 

thereot.  tion. 

SECTION  IX. 
I.  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  states  Restrictions 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  con   ^  the^po^w- 
gress,  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  grets. 
may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person, 
n.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 
ill.  No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto  law,  shall  be  passed. 

IV.  No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax,  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  proportion 
to  the  census,  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

V.  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  state.  No 
preference  shall  be  given,  bv  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the 
ports  of  one  state,  over  those  of  another :  nor  shall  vessels,  bound  to  or  from 
one  state,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  ]jay  duties  in  anothci'. 

VI.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  pubUc  money  shall  be  published  ivom  time  to 
time. 

VII.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States :  and  no  per- 
son holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them,  shall,  without  the  consent 
of  the  congress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state. 

SECTION  X. 
I.  No  state  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation ;  grant  Restrictiors 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  ;  coin  money  ;    emit  bills  of  credit ;   make  any  ^"j^^/j'jIJ'J^;, 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;   pass  any  bill  of  ^^j.^! site's, 
attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or 
grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

II,  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  tiie  congress,  lay  any  imposts  or 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  ex- 
ecuting its  inspection  laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and  imposts  laid  ' 
by  any  state  on  imjjorts  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  ot  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  controul 
of  the  congress.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  lay  any  duty 
on  tonnage,  keep  trooj)s,  or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of  [jcace,  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  slate,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage 
in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay. 

ARTICLE  II. 

SECTION  I. 
I.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  qftheexecu- 
States  of  America,  He  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  t"e power.  , 
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together  with  the  vice-president,  chosen  for  the  same  terni)  be  elected  as 
follows : 
Of  the  mode         ^^"  Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof 
otelection,     may  direct,   a  number  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  senators 
and  representatives,  to  which  the  state  may  be  entitled  in  the  congress.     But 
no  senator  or  representative,  or  person  holding   an  office  of  trust  or  profit, 
under  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector, 
and  proceed-         ^^^-  'i'he  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote,  by  ballot, 
iugs  therein,  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
state  with  themselves.     And  they  shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons  voted 
for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each  ;  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  cer» 
tify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
directed  to  the  president  of  the  senate.     The  president  of  the  senate  shall, 
in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  open  all  the  cer- 
tificates, and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  the  president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have 
such  majority,  a»id  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives shall  immediately  choose,  by  ballot,  one  of  them  for  president :  and 
if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list,  the  said 
house  shall  in  like  manner  choose  the  president.     But  in  choosing  the  presi- 
dent, the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from  each  state 
having  one  vote :  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or 
members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states :  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall 
Of  th      c      ^^  necessary  to  a  choice.     In  every  case  after  the  choice  of  the  president,  the 
president.  '    person  havin";  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  electors,  shall  be  the  vice- 
president.     But  if  there  should  remain  two  or  more,   who  have  equal  votes, 
the  senate  shall  choose  from  them,  by  ballot,  the  vice-president. 

IV.  The  congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors,  and 

the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes ;  which  day  shall  be  the  same 

throughout  the  United  States. 

Of  the  tiaii         ^*  "^^  person,  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United 

fications  of'"  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the 

die  presi.       office  of  president.     Neither  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office,  who 

shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years 

a  resident  within  the  United  States. 

In  case  of  the        ^'^-  ^"  ^^^^  '^^  ^'^^  removal  of  the  president  from  office,  or  of  his  death, 

P'.esidents     resignation,   or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office, 

©r\^e  a?>*      ^^^  same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice-president ;  and  the  congress  may,  by  law, 

seoce,  &c.     provide  for  llie  case  of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  ot  the 

anlvlce'-pre-  President  and  vice-president,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  presi- 

sideni.  dent :  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disability  be  removed, 

or  a  president  shall  be  elected. 
President's  '^'"    The  president  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services,  a  com- 

compensa-     pensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished,  during  the  p-^riod 
''**"•  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected:  and  he  shall  not  receive,  within  that 

period,  any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

viii.  Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation: 
iBisoaih.  "  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office 

of  President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  will,   to  the  best  of  my  ability,  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States." 

SECTION  II. 
Q     f  t       ,  I-  The   president  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 

e4"of  the*^  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  when  called  into 
president.  t|^e  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  He  may  require  the  opinion,  in  wri- 
ting, of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any 
subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices:  and  he  shall  have 
power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  for  offences  against  the  United  States, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

II.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  senators  present  concur:  and 
he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  f>hall 
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appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law. 
But  the  congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers, 
as  they  think  proper,  in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments. 

III.  The  president  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen, during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

SECTION  III. 
He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  congress  information  of  the  state  Furtherpov- 
of  the  union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  f-esf"** 
judge  necessary  and  expedient.    He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene 
both  houses  or  either  of  them ;  and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  them, 
with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time 
as  he  shall  think  proper.    He  shall  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public  mi- 
nisters.    He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;  and  shall 
commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

SECTION  IV. 
The  president,  vice-president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  impeact- 
shall  be  removed  from  office,  pn  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of,  treason,  "^^'^^ 
bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 


ARTICLE  III. 

SECTION  I. 
The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme  of  the  jndl- 
court,  and  in  sucli  inferior  courts,  as  the  congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ho^Jl.'^'^sti. 
ordain  and  establish.     The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  tuted. 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour ;  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
ceive for  their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during 
their  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION  II. 
I.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  ai-is-  Its  extent, 
ing  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made, 
or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority ;  to  all  cases,  affecting  ambas- 
sadors, other  public  ministers,  and  consuls  ;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  ma- 
ritime jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a 
party ;  to  controversies  between  two  or  more  states,  between  a  state  and  citi- 
zens of  another  state,  between  citizens  of  different  states,  between  citizens  of 
the  same  state  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  states,  and  between 
a  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens  or  subjects. 

II    In  all  cases,  affecting  ambassadors,   other  public  ministers,  and  con-  of  original 
suls,  and  those  in  which  a  state  shall  be   party,  the  supreme  court  shall  have  and  m,peiiate 
original  jurisdiction.     In  all  the  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  supreme  ^"  '   'cwoa. 
court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  ex- 
ceptions, and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  congress  shall  make, 

III.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  of  trial  Bf  . 
jury  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  state  where  the  said  crimes  shall  have  J"'">'' 
been  committed  ;  but  when  not  committed  within  any  state,  the  trial  shall  be 
at  such  place  or  places,  as  the  congress  may  by  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  III. 
1.  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  Of  treason, 
against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  wit- 
nesses to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open  court, 

II.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of  treason; 
but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except 
during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted. 
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ARTICLE  lY. 


Of  records. 


Of  citizen- 
ship. 

Of  fugitive 
criminals. 


Of  persons 
held  fo  ser- 
vice. 


SECTION  I. 
Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given,  in  each  state,  to  the  public  acts,  I'e-* 
cords,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  state.     And  the  congress  may, 
by   general  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 

SECTION  II. 
I.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 

II.  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony  or  other  crime, 
who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall,  on  demand  of 
the  executive  authority  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be 
removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

III.  No  person,  held  to  service  or  labour  in  one  state  under  the  laws  there- 
of, escaping  into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  there- 
in, be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labour ;  but  shall  be  delivered  up,  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labour  may  be  due. 


SECTION  III. 
I.  New  states  may  be  admitted  by  the  congress  into  this  union  ;  but  no 
new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state* 
nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  of 
states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  concerned  as  well 
as  of  the  congress. 

II.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
toryorihe  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
States'*  United  States :  and  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed,  as  to  pre- 

judice any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state. 


Of  new 

stHtes. 


Of  the  terri- 


Form  of  re- 
publican go- 
vernment 
guaranteed 
to  the  seve- 
ral states. 


Of  amend- 
ments to  the 
consiituiion. 


OF  former 
debts. 


Force  of  the 
constitution, 
laws  and 
treaties  of 
the  United 
States. 

Of  a  politiral 
test. 


Of  a  religious 
ten. 


SECTION  IV. 
The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  union,  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government;  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion; 
and  on  application  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive  (when  the  legisla- 
ture cannot  be  convened)  against  domestic  violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sary, shall  propose  amendments  to  this  constitution,  or  on  the  application  of 
the  legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several  states,  shall  call  a  convention  for 
proposing  amendments ;  which,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  part  of  this  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of 
three-fourths  of  the  several  states,  or  by  coBventions  in  three-fourths  thereof, 
as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  congress  ; 
provided,  that  no  amendment,  which  m.ay  be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  6rst  and  fourth 
clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article ;  and  that  no  state,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  senate. 

ARTICLE  VL 

I.  All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States,  under  this 
constitution,  as  under  the  confederation. 

II.  This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ; 
and  the  Judges,  in  every  state,  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  states,  shall  be  bound,  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  to  support  this  constitution ;  but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be 
required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states  shall  be  sufficient  for  of  the  ratifi- 
the  establishment  of  this  constitution  between  the  states  so  ratifying  the  same.  <=ation  of  the 

'     o  constitution^ 

Done  in  convention  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states  present,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  twelfth.    In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed 


our  names. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President, 

and  Deputy  from  Virginia, 


NeiD-Hamfishire , 
John  Langdon, 
Nicholas  Oilman, 

Massachusetts, 
Nathaniel  Gorham, 
Rufus  King. 

Connecticut. 
William  Samuel  Johnson> 
Roger  Sherman. 

JVVw-  York. 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

JYeiv -Jersey, 
William  Livingston, 
David  Brearly, 
William  Paterson, 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

Pennsylvania, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Robert  Morris, 
George  Clymer, 
Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
Jared  Ingersoll, 
James  Wilson, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

jitteatt 


Delaware. 
George  Reed, 
Gunning  Bedford,  jun. 
John  Dickinson, 
Richard  Basset, 
Jacob  Broom. 

Maryland. 
James  M'Henry, 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Daniel  Carroll. 

Virginia. 
John  Blair, 
James  Madison,  jun. 

JVorth-Ca  rolina . 
William  Blount, 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight, 
Hugh  Williamson. 

South'Carolina, 
John  Rutledge, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney, 
Charles  Pinckney, 
Pierce  Butler. 

Georgia. 
William  Few, 
Abraham  Baldwin. 

WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary, 


AMENDMENTS. 


The  following  articles  in  addition  to,  and  amendment  of,  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  having  been  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  nine  states,  are  equally  obligatory  with  the  constitution 
itself. 

Art.  I.  After  the  first  enumeration  required  by  the  first  article  of  the  of  represen= 
constitution,  there  shall  be  one  representative  for  every  thirty  thousand,  until  nation, 
the  number  shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  after  which  the  proportion  shall  be 
so  regulated  by  congress,  that  there  shall  be  not  less  than  one  hundred  repre- 
sentatives, nor  less  than  one  representative  for  every  forty  thousand  persons, 
until  the  number  of  representatives  shall  amount  to  two  hundred ;  after  which 
the  proportion  shall  be  so  regulated  by  congress,  that  there  shall  not  be  less 
than  two  hundred  representatives,  nor  more  than  one  representative  for  eve- 
ry fifty  thousand  persons, 

II.  No  law  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services  of  the  senators  and  of  the  com- 
representatives  shall  take  effect,  until  an  election  of  representatives  shall  Pf^^^^^f 
have  intervened.  congress. 

VOL.  III.  e 
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Of  the  rights 
of  conscience 
freedom  ot 
the  press, 
&c. 

Of  the  right 
to  bear  arms. 

Of  quarter. 
ing  troops. 


Of  the  right 
to  be  secure 
from  search- 
es, set2ures, 
and  general 
warrants. 

Of  indict- 
ments, pun- 
iihments, 
8cc, 


Of  trial  in 
criminal 
cases,  and 
the  rights  of 
a  defendant. 


Of  trial  in 
^ivil  cases. 


Of  bail,  fines, 
and  punish- 
ipents. 

Of  rights  re- 
served. 

Of  powers 
reserved.' 


Of  the  extent 
of  the  judi- 
cial power. 


Of  the  elec- 
tion of  pre- 
sident and 
vice-presi. 
dent. 


III.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  reli- 
gion, or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

IV.  A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  state.y 
the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed. 

V.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  with- 
out the  consent  of  tlie  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

VI.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated  ; 
and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  per- 
sons or  things  to  be  seized. 

VII.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases 
arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in 
time  of  war,  or  public  danger:  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  same 
offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in 
any  criminal  case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself ;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liber- 
ty, or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property  be  ta- 
ken for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 

viii.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury,  of  the  state  and  district,  wherein 
the  crime  shall  have  been  committed  ;  which  district  shall  have  been  pi'e- 
viously  ascertained  by  law ;  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
accusation  ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have  com- 
pulsory process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favour  ;  and  to  have  the  assist- 
ance of  counsel  for  his  defence. 

IX.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved ;  and  no  fact 
tried  by  a  jury,  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

X.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required;  nor  excessive  fines  impospdj 
nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

XI.  The  enumeration,  in  the  constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny  or  disparage  others,  retained  by  the  people. 

XII.  The  powers^  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  by  the  constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively,  or 
to  the  people. 

XIII.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the 
United  States  by  citizens  of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  fo- 
reign state. 

XIV.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot 
for  president  and  vice-president,  one  of  whom,  at  least  shall  not  be  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  same  state  with  themselves;  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the 
person  voted  for  as  president,  and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as 
vice-president ;  and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
president,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  vice-president,  and  of  the  number 
of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed 
to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  president  of  the 
senate;  the  president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be 
counted  :  the  person  havit^g  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  president  shall 
be  the  president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors 
appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having 
the  highest  numbers  not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  presi- 
dent, the  house  of  Representatives,  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the 
president.  But  in  choosing  the  president,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states, 
the  representation  from  each  state  haying  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  consist  of  a  menaber  or  members  from  two  thirds  of  the  states,  and 
a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the  house 
of  representatives  shall  not  choose  a  president  whenever  the  right  of  choice 


(      XXXV      ) 

shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then 
the  vice-president  shall  act  as  president,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other 
constitutional  disability  of  the  president, 

The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  vice-president,  shall 
be  vice-president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  elec- 
tors appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  a  majui'ity,  then  from  the  two  highest 
numbers  on  the  list,  the  senate  shalT  choose  the  vice-president :  a  quorum  for 
the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  senators,  and 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  ofBce  of  President  shall  be 
eligible  to  that  of  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

Kote.  The  following  amendment  was  ratified  by  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act 
passed  6th  February^  1811,  and  has  also  been  ratified  by  several  of  the 
other  states ,-  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  it  has^  or  will  become  part 
of  the  constitution. 

If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept,  claim,  receive,  or  retain  of  titles  cf 
any  title  of  nobility  or  honour,  or  shall  without  the  consent  of  congress,  accept  nobUity,  5c 
and  retain  any  present,  pension,  office  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever, 
from  any  emperor,  king,  prince,  or  foreign  power,  such  person  shall  cease  to 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit,  under  them  or  either  of  them. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  ratified 
in  Convention,  the  2d  day  of  September,  1 790. 

Wcy  the  /leojile  of  the  commcnHvealth,  of  Pennsylvaniay  ordain  and  establish 
this  Constitution  for  its  Government', 

ARTICLE  I. 

oftheiegis-  Sect.  I.  The  legislative  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a 
lauvepower.  general  assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
ofthe^ec.  ii.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  the  citizens  of  the 
presenta- '  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  respectively,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
tives.  of  October. 

ofthequaii-  jii.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative,  who  shall  not  have  attained  the 
ReVresenta-  ^S^  °^  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state 
tives.  three  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabi- 

tant of  the  city  or  county,  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen  ;  unless  he  shall  have 
been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state.    No 
person,  residing  within  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  which  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  separate  representation,  shall  be  elected  a  member  for  any  county ;  nor  shall 
any  person,  residing  without  the  limits  of  any  such  city,  town  or  borough,  be 
elected  a  member  therefor. 
vii  the  peri-         iv.  Within  three  yearsafter  thefirst  meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
meration'^    within  every  subsequent  term  of  seven  years,  an  enumeration  of  the  taxable 
inhabitants  shall  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.     The 
number  of  representatives  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enume- 
ration, be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabi- 
and  the  ratio  tants  in  each ;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty,  nor  greater  than  one  hun- 
tatiX*^*"'  dred.    Each  county  shall  have,  at  least,  one  representative :  but  no  county, 
hei-eafter  erected,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation,  until  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  contained  within  it,  to  entitle  them 
to  one  representative  agreeably  to  the  ratio,  which  shall  then  be  established. 

5?*i'^^.?l"='         V.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen   for  four  years,  by  the  citizens  of  Phila- 

tion  01  Sena-  ji,.  ^i-.  <  •  .  .••'., 

tors.  delphia,  and  ot  the  several  counties,  at  the  same  time,  m  the  same  manner, 

and  at  the  same  places,  where  they  shall  vote  for  representatives. 
Of  the  ratio  vi.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  the 
tation\n*the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  apportioned 
senate.  among  the  districts  formed  as  herein  after  directed,  according  to  the  number 
of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each ;  and  shall  ne\er  be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor 
greater  than  one-third,  of  the  number  of  representatives. 
Of  districts  vii.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  districts,  to  be  formed  by  the  legisla- 

s^torL"*^  ^^^^  ;  .^^<^''  district  containing  such  a  number  of  taxable  inhabitants,  as  shall 
be  entitled  to  elect  not  more  than  four  senators.  When  a  district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  be  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  nor  any  county,  shallbe  divided,  in  forming  a  district, 
ofthequali-  viii.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator,  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age 
sCTMors.  °^  twenty.five  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state  four 
years  next  before  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the 
district,  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen ;  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the 
public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state. 
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IX.  Immediately  after  the  senators  shall   be  assembled,  in  consequence  of  classing 
of  the  first  election,  subsequent  to  the  first  enumeration,  they  shall  be  divided,  ThesenatoH, 
by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  classes.     The  seats  of  the  senators  of 

the  first  class  shall  be  vacated,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  ;  of  the  se- 
cond class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the  third  class  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  third  year,  and  of  the  fourth  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
fourth  year;  so  that  one  fourth  may  be  chosen  evei-y  year. 

X.  The  general  assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  in  of  the  meet- 
every  year ;  unless  sooner  convened  by  the  governor.  eeneraut 

XI.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker  and  other  officers;  and  the  senate  semWy. 
shall  also  choose  a  speaker,  pro  tempore^  when  the  speaker  shall  exercise  ^/rsof e*h 
the  office  of  governor.  house. 

XII.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members.  Con- of  the  pow- 
tested  elections  shall  be  determined  by  a  committee  to  be  selected,  formed  ^^^^  **■* 
and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.     A  majority  of  each 

house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business:  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized,  by  law,  to  compel  the  atten- 
dance of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  may 
be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings;  punish  its  of  censure 
members  for  disorderly  behaviour;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  sj"^,'-'''''"^' 
expel  a  member ;  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause  ;  and  shall  have  all 

other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of  the  legislatui'e  of  a  free  state. 

SI  v.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish  them  of  journal?. 
weekly,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy.    And  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them,  be 
entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole,  shall  be  open,  Thedoors  to 
unless  when  the  business  shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  ^^  °^"- 

XVI.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,   adjourn  for  ofadjoun*. 
more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which   the  two  '"^"t«- 
houses  shall  be  sitting. 

XVII.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  of  thecoia- 
their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the   treasury  of  the  ^Spr*'^'Lg- 
commonwealth.     They  shall  in  all   cases,  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  esofmem- 
or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  their  attendance  at  ^^^^ 

the  session  of  the  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
same  :  And  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house  they  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place. 

XVII I.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  of  thedis- 
shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this  common-  Ji"f '''x?" 
wealth,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  members. 
been  inci'eased,  during  such  time  ;  and  no  member  of  congress,  or  other  per- 
son holding  any  office  (except  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia)  under  the 
United  States  or  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house,  dur- 
ing his  continuance  in  congress,  or  in  office. 

XIX.  When  vacancies'happen  in  either  house,  the  speaker  shall  issue  writs  Of  vacancies, 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

XX.  All  bills,  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  repre-  of  revenue 
sentatives  ;  but  the  senate  may  propose  amendments,  as  in  other  bills.  '"^* 

XXI.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  ofthetrea- 
appropriations  made  by  lavv'.  ^"""y* 

XXII    Every  bill,  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  presented  of  thepro- 
to  the  governor :  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  he  shall  not  approve,  "'"^'^l^ij 
he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections  to  the  house,  in  which  it  shall  have  origi-  "''°" 
naled,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  their  journals,  and  pro- 
ceed to  re-consider   it :    If,    after   such   re-consideration,  two-thirds  of  that 
house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the 
other  house,  by  which  likewise  it  shall  be  re-considered  ;  and  if  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  be  a  law.    But  in  such  cases,  the  votes  of 
both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays  :  and  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons voting  for  or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each 
house  respectively.    If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within 
ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him  ;  it  shall 
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orders,  reso- 
lutions, and 
vo.tes. 


Of  the  execu- 
tive power. 

Of  the  elec- 
tion of  the 
governor. 


Of  his  con- 
tinuance ill 
oiKce. 

Of  hisquali" 
iications. 


Of  persons 
disqualified 
to  be  Govern- 
or. 

Of  his  com- 
pensation. 

Of  his  mili- 
tary power. 


Of  his  gene- 
ral powers 
and  duties. 


Of  pardons, 
&c. 

Of  obtaining 
information. 

Of  giving  in- 
formation of 
the  state  of 
the  common- 
>»ealth. 
Of  convening 
and  adjourn- 
ing the  le- 
gislature. 


In  case  of 
death,  the 


be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  tlie  general  assembly,  by 
their  adjournment,  prevent  its  i-eturn;  in  which  case  it  shall  be  a  law,  unless 
sent  back  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

xsiii.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  both 
houses  may  be  necessary  (except  on  a  qiiestion  of  adjournment,)  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  governor;  and,  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  appi'oved  by  him, 
or,  being  disapproved,  shall  be  re-passed  by  two  thirds  of  both  houses,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sect.  r.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be 
vested  in  a  governor. 

II.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  by 
the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they  shall  respec- 
tively vote  for  representatives.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  govern- 
or shall  be  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to 
the  speaker  of  the  senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them,  in  the  presence 
of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature.  The  person  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes,  shall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  moi'e  shall  be  equal  and 
highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  governor,  by  the  joint  vole  of  the 
members  of  both  houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be  determined  by  a  com- 
mittee, to  be  selected  from  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  and  formed  and 
regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

III.  The  governor  shall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from  the  third 
Tuesday  of  December  next  ensuing  his  election  ;  and  shall  not  be  capable  of 
holding  it  longer  than  nine  in  any  term  of  twelve  years. 

IV.  He  shall  be  at  least  thivty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and 
inhabitant  of  this  state  seven  years  next  before  his  election ;  unless  he  shall 
have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state. 

V.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  or  this  state,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor. 

VI.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive,  for  his  services,  a  com- 
pensation which  shall  be  neither  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  period 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

vii.  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  militia;  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

VIII.  He  shall  appoint  all  officers,  whose  offices  are  established  by  this 
constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and  whose  appointments  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for  j  but  no  person  shall  be  appointed  to  an  office 
within  any  county,  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  therein 
one  year  next  before  his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  have  been  so  long- 
erected,  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within  the  limits  of 
the  county  or  counties,  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken.  No  member  of 
congress  from  this  state,  nor  any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  of  trust 
on  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  or  exercise  the 
office  of  judge,  secretary,  treasurer,  prothonotary,  register  of  wills,  recorder 
of  deeds,  sheriff,  or  any  office  in  this  state,  to  which  a  salary  is  by  law  annexed, 
or  any  other  office  which  future  legislatures  shall  declare  incompatible  with 
offices  or  appointments  under  the  United  States. 

IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

X.  He  may  require  infoi'mation,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in  the  execu- 
tive department,Hpon  any  subject  relating  to  thedutiesof  their  respective  offices, 

XI.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  assembly  information 
of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

XII.  He  may  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  general  assem« 
bly  ;  and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to 
the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper, 
not  exceeding  four  months. 

XI II.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  governor,  or  of  his  remo- 
val from  office  the  speaker  of  the  senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor, 
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until  another  governor  shall  be  duly  qualified.    And  if  the  trial  of  a  contest-  speaker  of 
ed  election  shall  continue   longer   than  until  the  third  Tuesdiiy  in  December  shaiuxer. 
next  ensuing  the  election  of  governor,  the  governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  else  his  ot- 
speaker  of  the  senate,  who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  authority,  ^'^^* 
shall  continue  therein,  until  the  determination  of  such  contested  election,   and  gd  electi<fn^ 
until  a  governor  shall  be  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

XV.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  during  the  govern-  ofthe  secre- 
or's  continuance  in  office,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave  himself  well.     He  shall  common-  '^ 
keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the    official  acts   and   proceedings  of  the  governor,  wealth. 
and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers, 
relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the   legislature ;  and  shall  perform 
such  other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  i.  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman,  ofthe  age  of  twenty-  of  elections, 
one  years,  having  resided  in  the  state  two  years  next  before  the  election,  and 
within  that  time  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall  have  been  assessed  at 
least  six  months  before  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector — pro- 
vided, that  the  sons  of  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of  twen- 
ty-one and  twenty-two  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  shall  not 
have  paid  taxes. 

II.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  except  those  by  pei'sonsin  their  repre- 
sentative capacities,  who  shall  vote  viva  voce. 

III.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony  and  breach  or  sure- 
ty of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  on  elec- 
tions, and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  i.    The  house  of  representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  of  impsach- 
impeaching.  «nent. 

^  II.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sitting  for  that 
'purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation.  No  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers,  under  this  commonwealth, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office.  But  judgment, 
in  such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  dis- 
qualification to  hold  any  office  of  honour,  trust  or  profit,  under  this  common- 
wealth. The  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  nevertheless  he 
liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  according  to  l^w. 

ARTICLE  V, 

Sect   i.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a  ofthejudi' 
supreme  coqrt,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery,  in  a  ciaiiiower. 
court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  I'egister's  court,  and  a  court  of  quar- 
ter sessions  of  the  peace  for  each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  such 
other  courts  as  the  legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  of  the  several  courts  of  com-  oithesu. 
mon  pleas,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour.     But  for  any  rea-  premecourij 
sonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  sufficient   ground  of  impeachment,  the  go- 
vernor may  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  address  of  two  thirds  of  each  branch 

of  the  legislature.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  presidents  of  its  judges, 
the  several  courts  of  common  pleas  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive,  for  their 
services,  an  adequate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office:  but  they  shall  receive  no  fees 
or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  pi'ofit  under  this  common- 
wealth. 

III.  The   jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  shall  extend  over  the  state:  and  its  juris- 
and  the  judges  thereof  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  diction, 
terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  in  the  several  counties. 

IV.  Until  it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  several  courts  of  com-  of  courts  o{ 
mon  pleas  shall  be  established  in  the  following  manner  :  the  governor  shall  <^on'"wa 
appoint  in  each  county,  not  fewer  than  three,  nor  more  than  four  judges,  who,  ^  *''^' 
during  their  continuance  in  office,  shall  reside   in   such   county.     The   state 

shall  be  divided  by  law,  into  circuits,  none  of  which  shall  include  more  than 
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SIX,  nor  fewer  than  three  counties.  A  president  shall  be  appointed  of  the 
courts  in  eacii  circuit,  who  during  his  continuance  in  office,  shall  reside  there- 
in. The  president  and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall 
compose  the  respective  courts  of  common  pleas. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county,  shall,  by  vir- 
tue of  tbeir  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery, 
for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders  therein :  any  two  of  the  said  judges, 
the  president  being  one,  shall  be  a  quorum  ;  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  or  gaol  delivery  in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  par- 
ty accused,  as  well  as  the  commonwealth,  may,  under  such  regulations,  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment  and  proceedings,  or  a 
transcript  thereof,  into  the  supreme  court. 

VI.  The  supi-eme  court  and  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall, 
beside  the  powers  heretofore  Usually  exercised  by  them,  have  the  power  of 
a  court  of  chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpetuating  of  testimony,  the  ob- 
taining of  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  state,  and  the  care  of  the  per- 
sons and  estates  of  those,  who  are  non  comfiotes  mentis  ;  and.the  legislature 
shall  vest,  in  the  said  courts,  such  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as 
shall  be  found  necessary  ;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish 
those  powers,  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  for 
the  due  administration  of  justice. 

VI  I.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county,  any  two 
of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  compose  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace,  and  orphans'  court  thereof:  and  the  register  of  wills,  together 
with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  compose  the  register's  court 
of  each  county. 

viii.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall,  within  their  re- 
spective counties,  have  the  like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  cause  their 
proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be 
done. 

IX.  The  president  of  the  courts  in  each  circuit,  within  such  circuit,  and 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  their  respective  counties, 
shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  so  far  as  relates  to  criminal  matters. 

X.  The  governor  shall  appoint  a  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
in  such  convenient  districts,  in  each  county,  as  are  or  shall  be  directed  by 
law  ;  they  shall  be  commissioned  during  good  behaviour;  but  may  be  remov- 
ed on  conviction  of  misbehaviour  in  office,  or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on 
the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

XI.  A  register's  office  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, and  an  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  shall  be  kept  in  each 
countv. 

xi'i.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA ;  all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  conclude,  AGAINST 
THE  PEACE  AND  DIGNITY  OF  THE  SAME. 


Ofsherifls 
and  coroners 


Of  tbe  miW- 
tia. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Sect.  i.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  election 
of  representatives,  be  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  Two  persons  shall 
be  chosen  for  each  office,  one  of  whom,  for  each  respectively,  shall  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  if  they  shall 
so  long  behave  themselves  well,  and  until  a  successor  be  duly  qualified  :  but 
no  person  shall  be  twice  chosen  or  appointed  sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years. 
Vacancies  in  either  of  the  said  offices,  shall  be  filled  by  a  new  appointment, 
to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  until  the  next  general  election,  and 
until  a  successor  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  armed  and  disciplined 
for  its  defence.  Those,  who  conscientiously  scruple  to  bear  arms,  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  do  so;  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  service.  The 
militia  officers  shall  be  appointed,  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law. 

in.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and  orphans'  courts,  recorders  of 
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deeds,   registers  of  wills  and  shetifFs,  shall  keep  theii*  offices  in  the  county  Qf  the  place 
town  of  the  county  in  which  they  respectively  shall  be  officers ;  unless  when  u^yi^^a^.^ 
the  governor  shall,  for  special  i-easons,  dispense  therewith,  for  any  term,  not  ces. 
exceeding  five  years,  after  the  county  shall  have  been  erected. 

IV.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  com-  ofcommis- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and  signed  by  *'°"^" 
the  governor. 

V.  The  state  treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  annually,  by  the  joint  vote  of  of  the  ap- 
the  members  of  both  houses.    All  other  officers,  in  the  treasury  department,  pointment  of 
attornies  at  law,  eleciion  officers,  officers  relating  to  taxes,  to  the  poor  and  rer.  gjc!*** 
highways,  constables  and  other  township  officers,  shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sect.  i.  The  legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  provide,  of  public 
by  law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the  state,  in  such  manner  ^*''°*'i*- 
that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

II.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  of  literature, 
learning. 

III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  estates  of  religious  societies  JP'^.^^e. 
at;d  corporate  bodies,  shall  remain,  as  if  the  constitution  of  this  state  had  not  poratl  bo-°* 
been  altered  or  amended.  ^^^^' 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

Members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and  judi-  ofthepoHti- 
cial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  constitution  of  this  oathofo^>*c. 
commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  with 
fidelity. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

TAat  the  general,  great  and  essential  firincifiles  of  liberty   and  free  govern- 
ment may  be  recognized  and  unalterably  established,  WE  DECLARE, 

I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  cer-  ofthe«qua- 
tain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  H.ty  and  ~ 
defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property  m|n!*  " 
and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people  ;  and  all  free  governments  of  the  origin 
are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and  hap-  of  power, 
piness.     For  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they  have,  at  all  times,  an  una-  ofgovera- 
lienable  and  inflefeasible  right,  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  government,  m*"*. 

in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper, 

III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Al-  of  therights 
mighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences  ;  that  no  man  g^*^""?^*' 
can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,        ' 

or  to  maintain  any  ministry,  against  his  consent ;  that  no  human  authority  can, 
in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience  ;  and 
that  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  establishments 
or  modes  of  worship. 

IV.  That  no  person,  who  acknowledges  the  Ijeing  of  a  God,  and  a  future  ofadisquali- 
state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments,  acco'^l  of 
be  disqualified  to  hold  Any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  common,  religion, 
wealth. 

V.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal.  of  elections. 

VI.  That  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofoi-e,  and  the  right  thereof  remain  Trial  by  jo- 
inviolate,  "^y- 

VII.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  under-  oftheiibcr- 
takes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  or  any  branch  of  govern-  ty  of  t^e 
ment:  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof.    The  free  ^^^^^' 
communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  right?  of 

Tnan:  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  be- 
ing responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.     In  prosecutions  for  the  publica- 
tion of  papers  investigating  the  official  condtict  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public 
vot.  Ill:  f  ^ 


(     xlii     ) 


of  security 
from  search- 
es and  sei- 
zures. 


Of  the  rights 
«)l"the  accu- 
sed in  crimi- 
nil  ptose'ci*- 
tions. 


Of  iiiforma- 
tIons«  ficc. 


Of  the  courts 
of  justice, 

and  suits 
against  the 
state. 

Of  suspend- 
ing laws. 

Of  bail,  fines, 
and  punish- 
ments. 

Of  the  habeas 
corpus. 


Of  oyer  and 
terminer. 

Of  insolvent 
debtors. 


Of  ex  post 
facto  lavs. 

Of  attainder 
of  treason 
and  felony. 

Of  attainder, 
I'elo  Ue  se, 
and  deodand. 


Of  the  right 
to  assemble, 
petition,  &c. 


To  bear 
arms. 

Of  the  mili- 
tary. 


Of  quarter- 
ing troops. 


or  titles  ptl 
ortices. 


capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the 
truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all  indictments  for  libels, 
the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  court  as  in  other  cases. 

VIII.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and 
possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures:  and  that  no  warrant  to 
search  any  place  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things,  shall  issue  without  describ- 
ing them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath 
or  afBrmation. 

IX.  That,  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to  be  heard 
by  himself  and  his  counsel ;  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation 
against  him;  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face  ;  to  have  compulsory  process 
for  obtaining  Avitnesses  in  his  favour  ;  and,  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or 
information,  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage  :  that 
he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself ;  nor  can  he  be  depriv- 
ed of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or 
the  law  of  the  land. 

X.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded  against 
criminally  by  information,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  laud  or  naval  forces, 
or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger,  or, 
by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppression  and  misdemeanor  in  office.  No  persons 
shall,  for  the  same  oifence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall 
any  man's  property  be  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of 
his  representatives,  and  without  just  compensation  being  made. 

XI  That  all  courts  shall  be  open ;  and  every  man  for  an  injury  done  him 
in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  the  due  course 
of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered  without  sale,  denial,  or  delay.  Suits 
may  be  brought  against  the  commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts,  and 
in  such  cases,  as  the  legislature  may,  by  law,  direct. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws,  shall  be  exercised  unless  by  the 
legislature,  or  its  authority. 

XII I.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  impos- 
ed, nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

XIV.  That  ail  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  unless  for 
capital  ofrences,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  presumption  great ;  and  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

XV.  Tliat  no  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  gaol  delivery  shall  be  is- 
sued. 

XVI.  That  the  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  presumption 
of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison,  afcer  delivering  up  his  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

XVII.  That  no  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  contracts,  shall 
be  made. 

XVII r.  That  no  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor,  except  during 
the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  estate,  to  the  commonwealth :  that  the 
estates  of  such  persons,  as  shall  destroy  their  own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest 
as  in  case  of  natural  death :  and  if  any  person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty, 
there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  by  reason  thereof. 

XX  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  to- 
gether for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers 
of  government  for  redress  of  grievanceSi  or  other  proper  pui'poses,  by  peti- 
tion, address,  or  remonstrance. 

XXI.  That  the  right  of  citizens  to  bear  arms,  in  defence  of  themselves 
and  the  state,  shall  not  be  questioned. 

■  XXII.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept  up  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislature  ;  and  the  military  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

x.^iij.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor,  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

XXIV.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility  or  heredi- 
tary distinction,  nor  create  any  office,,  the  appointment  of  which  shall  be  fpr 
a  longer  term  than  during  good  behaviour. 
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sxv.  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall  not  be  prohibited.  fion'"'^'^ 

XXVI.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the  high  powers  which  we  have        '    . 
delegated,  WE  DECLARE,  That  every  thing  in  this  article  is  excepted  out  f^o^^hege- 
of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  for  ever  remain  inviolate,        r.erai  powcis 

<->  i  <^  ol  govern. 

*:  iTienc. 

SCHEDULE. 

T/iat  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  alterations  and  amendments  in  the 
cofis£itutio?i  of  this  commonwealth^  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into 
coinfiletc  ofieration^  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained^ — 

Sect.  i.  That  alllawsof  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  timeof  mak-  offormer 
ing  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  constitution,  and  not  incon-  laws,  pro- 
sistent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  claims  and  contracts,  as  contracts.^" 
well  of  individuals,  as  of  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  the  said  alte- 
rations and  amendments  had  not  been  made. 

II.  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  shall  continue  to  ofthe  execu- 
exercise  the  executive  authority  of  this  commonwealth,  as  heretofore,  until  t'^^ council. 
the  third  Tuesday  of  December  next :  but  no  intermediate  vacancies  in  the 

council  shall  be  supplied  by  new  elections. 

III.  That  all  officers,  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  department,  officei-s  in 
shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  until  '^'^?'^^'^„j 
the  first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one — un- 

less  their  commissions  shall  sooner  expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or  the 
said  offices  become  vacant  by  death  or  resignation — and  no  longer,  unless  re- 
appointed and  commissioned  by  the  governor;  except  that  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  terms  in  their  commissions  res- 
pectively expressed. 

IV.  That  justice  shall  be  administered  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state  and  die 
until  the  period  aforesaid,  by  the  same  justices,  in  the  same  courts,  and  in  the  t°"e"confmu.' 
same  manner,  as  heretofore.  edpiotem- 

V.  That  no  person,  now  in  commission  as  sheriff,  shall  be  eligible  at  the  p"*"^' 
next  election,  for  a  longer  term  than  wili,  with  the  time  which  he  shall  have  co,^^[ss'iy" 
served  in  the  said  office,  complete  the  term  of  three  years. 

VT.  That,  until  the  first  enumeration  shall  be  made,  as  directed  in  the  of  thepre- 
fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  established  by  this  con-  rlp'eTeilta"*^ 
vention,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  shall  be  respective-  tion. 
ly  entitled  to  elect  the  same  number  of  representatives,  as  is  now  prescribed, 
by  law. 

VII.  That  the  first  senate  shall  consist  of  eighteen  members,  to  be  chosen  of  the  pre- 
in  districts,  formed  as  follows,  to  wit:  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  coun-  sent  districts 
ties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  shall  be  a  district,  and  elect  three  senators  :  seiia^Cii^s?"^ 
the   county  of  Chester  shall  be  a  district,  and   shall  elect  one  senator:  tiie 

county  of  Bucks  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator:  the  county  of 
Montgomery  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator:  the  county  of 
Northampton  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator:  the  counties  of 
Lancaster  and  York  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  three  senators:  the 
counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  two  sena- 
tors: the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall 
elect  one  senator  :  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne  and  Hunting- 
don, shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator:  the  counties  of  Bedford 
and  Franklin  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senatoi- :  the  counties  of 
Westmoreland  and  Allegheny  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  senator  : 
and  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect 
two  senators :  which  senators  shall  serve  until  the  first  enumeration  before 
mentioned  shall  be  made,  and  the  representation  in  both  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature shall  be  established  by  law,  and  chosen  as  in  the  constitution  is  direct- 
ed. Any  vacancies,  which  shall  happen  in  the  senate,  within  the  said  time,  ' 
shall  be  supplied  as  prescribed  in  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  first  article. 

VIII.  That  the  elections  of  senators  shall  be  conducted,  and  the  returns  of  the  mode 
thereof  made  to  the  senate,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  tlie  elec-  •*„ ''[°'j^^^" 
tion  laws  of  the  state  for  conducting  and  making  return  of  the  election  of  re-  election  of 
presentatives.     In  those  districts,  which  consist  of  more  than  one  county,  the  senator;,, 
judges  of  the  district-elections  within  each  county,  after  having  formed  a  re- 
turn of  the  whole   election  within  that  county,  in  such  manner  as  is  directed 

by  laAV,  shall  send  the  same,  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  to  the  place 
hereinafter  nicntioned  within  the  district,  of  which  such  county  is  a  part. 


(     xliv     ) 

where  the  judges,  so  met,  shall  compare  and  cast  up  the  several  county  re* 
turns,  and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  one  general  and  true  return 
for  the  whole  district;  that  is  to  say,  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  shall 
•meet  in  the  state-house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the  judges  of  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  York,  shall  meet  at  the  court- 
house, in  the  county  of  Lancaster;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin,  shall  meet  at  Middletown,  in  the  county  of 
Berks ;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Mifflin,  shall  meet  in  Greenwood  township,  county  of  Cumberland,  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  David  Miller ;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of 
the  couRties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne,  and  Huntingdon,  shall  meet  in  the 
town  of  Sunbury;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford and  Franklin,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in 
Air  township,  Bedford  county  ;  the  judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Allegheny  shall  meet  in  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Greensborough ;  and  the  judges  of  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Fayette,  shall  meet  at 
the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Washington  county,  on  the 
^  tliird  Tuesday  in  October  respectively,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 

andofthe  ix.  That  the  election  of  the  governor   shall  be  conducted  in  the  several 

governor,  counties,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  for  the  election  of 
representatives :  and  the  returns  in  each  county  shall  be  sealed  by  the  judges 
of  the  elections,  and  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive 
council,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  senate,  as  soon  after  the  election  as 
may  be. 

Done  in  convention,  the  second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  fifteenth.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  President. 

James  Wilson,  Paul  Groscop, 

Hilary  Baker,  Baltzer  Gehr, 

William  I^ewis,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 

'I'homas  M'Kean,  John  Arndt, 

George  Gray,  Peter  Rhoads, 

William  Robinson,  junior,  Joseph  Powell, 

Robert  Hare,  John  Piper, 

Enoch  Edwards,  Charles  Smith, 

Samuel  Ogden,  Simon  Snyder, 

Thomas  Jenks,  junior;  William  Findley, 

John  Barclay,  William  Todd, 

Abraham  Stout,  Alexander  Addison, 

WiUiam  Gibbonsy  John  Hoge, 

Thomas  Bull,  David  Reddick, 

James  Boyd,  James  Ross, 

Edward  Hand,  John  Smilie, 

Robert  Coleman,  Albert  Gallatin, 

Sebastian  Grafl',  James  M'Lene, 

John  Hubley,  George  Matthews, 

John  Breckbill,  James  Morris, 

Henry  Miller,  Lindsay  Coates, 

Henry  Slagle,  Jonathan  Shoemaker, 

William  Reed,  John  Gloninger, 

Benjamin  Tyson,  William  Brown, 

Benjamin  Pedan,  Alexander  Graydon, 

Matthew  Dill,  Timothy  Pickering, 

William  Irvine,  Andrew  Henderson^ 

James  Power,  John  Gibson, 

Joseph  Heister,  Thomas  Beale, 

Christian  Lower,  John  Sellers, 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Nathaniel  Newlin. 

Mtest.        Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 

Jacob  SliaUus,  Assistant  Secretary  % 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


General  asfiemilp  of  ^ennspltoania^ 

Passed  curing  two  sessions, — the  first  commencing  7th  De- 
cember, 1790,  and  ending  13th  of  April,  1791, — the  se- 
cond commencing  the  23d  of  August,  and  ending  50th  of 
September,  1791.  Being  the  first  legislature  under  the  pre, 
sent  constitution. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governor.  179^^ 

RICHARD  PETERS,  speaker  of  the  senate.  ^^^     ' 

WILLIAM    BINGHAM,    speaker  of  the  house  ov  »— "y-* 

REPRESENTATIVES, 


CHAPTER  MDX. 

An  ACT  to  declare  and  establish  the  seals  of  this  commonwealth' 

Sect.  i.  WHEREAS  the  late  convention  of  this  common- 
wealth did,  on  the  second  day  of  September  last,  establish  a  new 
form  of  government  for  Pennsylvania,  and  no  provision  is  therein 
made  for  public  seals  ; 

Sect.  ii.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thai  The  state 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  seal,  heretofore  known  talh^af 
by  the  name  of   the  state  seal,  lately  in  the  custody  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  is  hereby  constituted  the  state  seal,  and  shall  be  ^"/o^j*,*^; 
affixed  to  all  patents,  proclamations,    and  other  public  rolls,   com-  tents,  &c. 
missions,  and  papers  of   state,  which  require  the  great  seal  of   the 
commonwealth,  and  to  which  the  same  has  heretofore  been  usually 
applied. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  JJ^f^^^^^^ 
That  the  seal  lately  in  the  custody  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun"  tabUshed. 
oil,  called  the  lesser  seal,    shall  be  henceforth  deemed  and  taken, 
and  shall  be  applied  as  the  less  seal  of  this  commonwealth,  and,  as 
such,  set  to  [land-office  warrants,]  marriage  licences,  licences  to  keep  warnmuV*' 
public  houses,  and  such  other  documents,  as  have  heretofore  been  &<=. 
issued  under  the  lesser  seal. 

S^CT.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Jrl'ifiSs  sLis 
That  the  said  seals,  respectively,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  **»  ^^  ''^^"^ 
YoL.  III.  A 


1791.    declared  to  be,  the  great  and  less  seals  of  this  coinmonwealth,  and 
'  .shall  be  affixed  accordingly,  under  die  direction  of  the   govern- 
or.   Ci-J 

Passed  8th  January,  1791.— Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.  IV.  page  126. 

CsJ  See  the  notes  to  chap.  149,  vol.  ral,  &c.  passed  29th  of  March,  1809. 
I,  page  49,  and  the  act  to  perpetuate  By  the  6th  section  of  an  act  passed 
ihe  great  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  11th  of  April,  1807",  cliap.  2857,  it  ia 
passed  2d  of  March,  1809,  and  the  de-  made  tlie  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
scriptionthereofin  pursuance  of  said  act,  commonwealth  to  sign  all  tavern  and 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  marriage  licences.  And  see  the  19th 
the  commonwealth,  1st  of  July,  1809.  section  of  an  act  passed  SO^h  of  March 
The  seal  of  the  secretary  of  the  Land-  1811,  consolidating  the  accounting-  de- 
Office  is  now  to  be  applied  to  all  land  parcment,  and  the  note  to  chm  1521 
warrants  by  the  8th  section  of  the  act  post. 
abolishing  the  office  of  Receiver-Gene- 


CHAPTER  MDXI. 

An  ACT  for  instituting  a  board  of  property,  and  fr  other  pur- 
poses  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met 
Jroperty  "^"^  ^"^"^  '^  f  ^^"^^^^  e^flc/^^  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  secre- 
c^onstituted.  tary  of  the   Land-Office,    [the    Receiver-General,]  the   Surveyor- 
thedSV  General,  and  [Master  of  the  rolls,]  for  the  time  being,  or  any  [three] 
theformer    of  them    shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  a 
Board  of  Property,  v.^ith  authority  to  exercise  all  the  powers,  un- 
der the  same  rules  and  regulations,  as  granted  to  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty mstituted  by  an  act  of  the   General  Assembly  of  tliis  com- 
monwealth, passed  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  vest  certain  powers  in  the 
president  of  this  state,  together  with  the  other  officers  therein  named. 
Secretary  to  and  for  Other  purposes  therein  mentioned."     And  the  secretarv  of 
T^Ti-^?  the  Land-Office  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  days  of  hearinff 
&c-  and  grant  citations,  at  the  reasonable  request  of  any  person  or  per- 

T  .  r.a.  ^""Ta  ^PP^>^'''S  for  the  same,  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  require. 
w«r?^«  to  [=>ECT.  II.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from 
tt'^"ver^  f  ^  /X^l  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  warrants  issuing  out  of  the 
(Thu'^ection  f^^nd-Office  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  under  the  lesser  seal  of 
repealed,  and  the  State,  and  Signed  by  the  governor.] 

PatenttL  ^^^T.  III.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
b'et^^.'S.'"  K  P^^J^ts  issiimg  under  the  authoritv  of  this  commonwealth  shall 
L'?*twtn'  •  t)y^eed  poll,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  [governor,  arid  counter- 
**"^'?'i''  A  l^^i  rj  the  secretary  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  conformably 
.TpSfee  ^°  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  or 
note.)  by  the]  secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  [and  under  the  great  seal  of  the 

state,]  and  bemg  in  the  following  style,  viz.  «  The  commonwealdi 
ot  Pennsylvania,  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Greet- 
ing :     and  then  continue  in  the  usual  form. 

^^^^^:^.  n'?^''!*  '''•  ^"""^  ^''^  f'^'-ih'^  ^act^d  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
&c.  .Tsue,      1 1  hat  the  governor  shall  cause  the  lesser  seal  of  the  state  to  be  af- 


fixed  to  all  warrants,  and  the  great  seal  to  all  patents  issuing  as    1T91, 
aforesaid.]  ^^-^i-^ 

Sect.  v.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  ^dsuppU- 
this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  December  next,  limitation 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  As-  ?g^fj^j'^) 
sembly,  and  no  longer,     ("hj 

Passed  8lh  January,  1791 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  133. 

(hj  See   chap,  953.  vol  2,  page  13,  which   shall  be  applied  to  all  patents, 

and   the  notes  thereto  subjoined ;  and  warrants,  and  other  papers  authenticat- 

nlso  the  notes  to  chap.  1083,  vol.  2,  page  ed  in  said  office  ;  and   all   patents    and 

102,  re.9pecting  the  Land-OfRce,  gene-  warrants   which  shall  issue  thereafter, 

rally.  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  secretary. 

By  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  and  the  patents  attested  by  his  deputy 

29tli  of  March,  1809.    The   secretary  or  first  clerk, 

of  the  commonwealth,  the  secretary  of  Section  9.  The  said  secretary  is 
the  Land-Office,  and  Surveyor-General,  also  vested  with  the  powers  of  the 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  constituted  a  governor  as  to  issuing  patents  for  re- 
Board  of  Property,  and  vested  with  the  served  tracts,  and  for  town  lots,  or 
same  powers  as  are  given  by  the  act  in  oiitlots,  laid  out  and  sold,  or  to  be  sold, 
the  text,  or  any  subsequent  law.  under  the  laws  of  the  state,  north  and 

By  section  eight  of  said  act,  the  se-  west  of  Ohio,  &c.  which  were  di- 
cretary  of  the  Land-Office  is  directed  rected  to  be  sold,  patented  and  convey- 
to  prepare  a  seal,  to  be  styled  '•  The  ed  by  the  governor,  and  for  which  titles 
seal  of  the  Land-Office  of  PCT7jjj/'ua»!»a,"  have  not  issued,  &c. 


CHAPTER  MDXV. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  speaker  of  the  Senate  and  the  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  draw  warrants  on  the  state  trea- 
sury for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  WHEREAS  by  the  new  distribution  of  the  legislative 
powers  of  government  into  two  branches,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  the  separate  support  of  the  contingent  and  other 
charges  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

Sect.   h.  Be  it  enacted^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
ryiet^    and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^    ^'^'^^  The  apeak- 
the  speaker  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre-  l^',"^'^'^^ 
sentatives  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  empowered  severally,  House^of^ 
to  draw  their  warrants  on   the  state  treasurer  for  the  wages  and  tives  to  draw- 
mileage  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  pay  of  ^a '^f^  g^^, 
their  respective  officers,   and  for  their  incidental  expenses ;  which  ^f^f  hoS' 
warrants,  being  duly  countersigned,  and  entered  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  warrants  drawn  by  the  governor,  shall  be  available  to  the 
state  treasurer,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  common- 
wealth, for  the  sums  expressed  therein. 

Sect.  hi.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  out  of  what 
treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  to  pay  the  said  warrants  ot  dr^t',*?S'be 
the  speaker  of  the   Senate,  and  of  the   speaker  of  the  House  oiv^iA. 
Representatives,  out  of  the  monies  that  are  or  may  be,  appropriated 
for  the  defraying  the  expenses  of  government. 

Pa-.spd^d  February,  1791,— Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.  IV.  page  128. 


i79i. 


CHAPTER  MDXVII. 


(Original 
act>  vol.  2, 
pa.  42f.) 


Aliens  en- 
abled to 

acquire, 
take,  hold 
and  dispose 
of  real  estate 
by  devise  or 
descent. 


And  to 
dis:>oseof 
peisoiial 
estate,  by 
testament 

or  other- 
wise. 


Alien  ene» 
mies  ex- 
cepted. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  declare  and 
regulate  escheats" 

WHEREAS,  it  is  proper  that  persons  purchasing  lands  in  this 
state  may  transmit  their  possessions  to  their  children,  relations,  or 
friends,  who  may  still  remain  in,  and  be  the  subjects  of,  foreign 
states  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
every  person,  being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  any  foreign  state,  shall 
be  able  and  capable  in  law  of  acquiring  and  taking,  by  devise  or 
descent,  lands  and  other  real  property  in  this  commonwealth,  and 
of  holding  and  disposing  of  the  same,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner 
as  the  citizens  of  this  state  may  or  can  do,  and  no  such  lands  or  es- 
tate so  held  by  devise  or  descent  shall  escheat  or  be  forfeited  to  the 
commonwealth,  for  or  on  account  of  the  alienage  of  such  person 
claiming  the  same  under  any  last  will,  or  succeeding  thereto,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  such  persons  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  dispose  of 
any  goods  and  tffects,  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  within  this 
state,  either  by  testament,  donation,  or  otherwise,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, in  whatever  place  they  may  reside,  shall  receive  the  suc- 
cession, according  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  either  in  per- 
son or  by  attorney,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  citizens  of 
this  coinmonwealth. 

^ECT.  Ill,  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  nothing,  herein  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  the  sequestration  of  any  real  or  personal  estate 
belonging  to  any  such  alien,  during  the  continuance  of  war  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  state  or  prince,  of  which  such 
person  may  be  a  citizen  or  subject. 

Passed  23d  February,  l^-Ql — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  130.  CO 

fij  For  the  existing  law  respecting  will  be  found  a  retrospective  view,  of 
aliens,  see  post.  chap.  2737,  10th  of  all  the  laws  passed  on  the  same  8uh« 
February,  1807,   in  the  notes  to  which    ject. 


CHAPTER  MDXVIII. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  several  acts  of  the  General  As- 

se?nbly  respecting-  auctions  and  auctioneers. 

(See  chap,  WHEREAS    inconvcniences  have  arisen  by  restraining  auc- 

pageToVind  tionecrs  from  holding  their  auctions  wheresoever  they  may  judge  it 
thlretf      convenient  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark, 
eubjoined.)    or  the  townships  of  the  Northern-Liberties  and  Moyamensing  :  For 
remedy  whereof, 


Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the 'Senate  and  House  of  Representa-    1791. 
tives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly   ^  -»— ^ 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  it  licensed 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  ench  and  every  auctioneer  already  licens-  n°"'°gfi^7o- 
ed,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  licensed  by  the  governor  of  this  com-  pertyat  any 
mon  wealth,  under  the  subsisting  laws  thereof,  to  make  sale,   by  t!«  city,  &«. 
public  auction,  of  any  lands  or  tenements,  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dize, or  other  property  whatsoever,  at  any  place  or  places,  which 
the  said  auctioneers  respectively  may  deem  most  beneficial  to  him, 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  or  the 
township  of  the  Northern-Liberties  or  Moyamensing. 

Sect.   ii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ThaX-Rtoeiioi 
such  parts  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  common-  lormeriawS 
wealth,  as  prevent  either  of  the  said  auctioneers  now  licensed  or  fravy%o°das 
hereafter  to  be  licensed  as  aforesaid,  from  holding  public  sales  in  »^t' 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,   or  townships  of 
the  Northern-Liberties  and  Moyamensing,   shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void,   to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever,  any  clause  matter  or  thing  therein  contained,  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  26th  February,  1^91. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  125. 


CHAPTER  MDXIX. 

An  ACTybr  erecting  the  townships  of  Hamilton  and  Lower-Smithr 
field,   in  the  county  of  Northampton,  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict,   and  the  townships  of   Upper-Smithfield  and  Delaware,  in 
the  said  county,   into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  WHEREAS,  by  a  representation  made  to  the  legis- 
lature by  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Hamilton,  Lower- Smith- 
field,  Upper-Smithfield  and  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, it  appears  they  labour  under  great  inconveniences,  owing  to 
their  remoteness  from  the  place  where  the  general  election  for  said 
townships  is  now  held :  For  remedy  whereof. 

Sect.    ii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Fourth  eiec- 
townsliips  of  Hamilton  and   Lower-Smithfield,  in  the  county  of  ^'^t*^^!"" 
Northampton,  be,  and  the  same  a||p  hereby  erected  into  a  separate 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  ft)urth  district  of  said  county,  and 
that  the  freemen  of  the  said  townships  of  Hamilton  and  Lower- 
Smithfield,  shall  hereafter  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Col.        . 
Jacob   Stroud,  in  the  said  township  of  Lower-Smithfield,  for  the  where  heW. 
purpose  of  holding  elections,  conformably  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

•    Sect.   hi.     Be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rj^heXet- 
That  the  townships  of  Upper-Smithfield  and  Delaware,  in  the  said  ereatd.*""' 
county  of  Northampton,  be,   and  the  same  are  hereby  erected  into 
a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  district  of  said  coun- 


1791.  ty,  and  that  tiie  freemen  of  said  townships  of  Upper-Smithfield 
and  Delaware,  shall  hereafter  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by- 
Johannes  Van  Etten,  in  the  said  township  of  Delaware,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  elections,  conformably  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  5th  March,  1791 — Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.   IV.  page  129. 


y 


Toe  govern- 
or to  appoint 
notaries^ 


Nvhere  to 
reside. 


ITumber 
regelated. 

•tSee  note.] 
Tronso. 


Power  of 
notaries  to 
administer 
oaths,  ISic. 


Fprtlier 
powers  of 
notaries. 


CHAPTER  MDXX. 

An  ACT  to  e7iable  the  Governor  to  appoint  Notaries  Public^  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned* 

Sect.  i.    WHEREAS  the  establishment  of  public    notaries 
has  been  found  useful  in  all  commercial  countries  : 

Sect.  u.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met,  a7id  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  the  governor  shall  ap- 
point and  commission  a  competent  number  of  persons,  of  known 
good  character,  integrity  and  abilities,  as  notaries  public  for  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  reside  within  such  place  or 
places  within  this  state,  as  the  governor  shall  in  and  by  the  respec- 
tive commissions  direct ;  and  the  said  notaries,  whilst  residing  in 
such  place  or  places,  shall  hold  their  said  respective  commissions 
during  good  behaviour.  Provided  always.  That  there  shall  not  be 
at  any  time  more  than  six  notaries  appointed  and  commissioned  to 
reside  v/ithin  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,*  nor  more  than 
three  to  reside  in  any  other  county  within  this  state.  And  provid- 
ed also,  that  no  person  shall  be  commissioned  as  a  notary,  who 
shall  not  have  resided  within  this  commonwealth  two  years  next 
previous  to  his  appointment. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  notaries,  so  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  and  every  of 
them,  shall  have  the  power  of  administering  oaths  and  affirmations 
according  to  law,  in  all  matters  belonging  or  incident  to  the  exer- 
cise of  their  notarial  office,  and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons, 
that  shall  be  legally  convicted  of  having  wilfully  and  knowingly 
Blade  or  taken  a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  before  any  notary  or  nota- 
ries, in  any  matter  or  matters  within  his  or  their  official.duty,  shall 
suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  jv^ilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  notaries,  and  every  of  them,  shall  have  the  power  to 
receive  the  proof  or  acknowledgment  of  all  instruments  of  writing 
relating  to  commerce  or  navigation,  such  as  bills  of  sale,  bottom- 
ries, mortgages,  and  hypothi cations  of  ships  or  vessels,  charter 
parties  of  affreightment,  letters  of  attorney,  and  such  other  writ- 
ings, ""  ^ ^ -  "  '  '         


have 


.  -  .    .    .  been  usually  proved  or  acknowledged  before  nota- 

ries within  this  commonwealth,  and  also  to  make  declarations,  and 
testify  the  truth  thereof  under  their  seals  of  office,  concerning  all. 
matters  by  them  done  in  virtue  of  their  respective  offices. 


Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,     1791. 
That  every  of  the  said  notaries  shall  keep  fair  registers  of   all  ofFi-  '^— v — ' 
cial  acts  by  them  done   in  virtue  of  their  office,  and  shall,  when  ke'ep'S:- 
thereunto  required,  give  a  certified  copy  of  any  record  in  his  office  '"«. 
unto  any  person  or  persons  applying  for  the  same,  such  person  or 
persons  paying  the  customary  fees  therefor. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  i^^^^^^i 
That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  disqualification  or  removal '^^''f^ ''^ ^ 

f  C  aX,  •  1  •  >  •  1      •  .  ,        .  register  of 

ot  any  or  tne  said  notaries,  his  or  their  registers,  and  other  public  ^^^  Ueceaseti 
papers,  shall  be  lodged,  within  thirty  days  next  after  such  death,  rfeposUain 
resignation,  disquahfication,  or  removal,  in  the  office  of  the  record-  thi  r*ord« 
er  of  deeds  of  the  particular  county  where  he  or  they  resided,  who  ^er  co£^:. 
may  bring  and  m^iintain  actions  of  trover  or  detinue  for  the  same  ; 
and  such  registers,  or  public  papers,  shall  not  in  any  case  be  liable 
to  be  seized,  attached,  or  taken   in  execution,  for  debt,  or  for  any 
demand  whatsoever. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  TSoizries  to 
That  every  notary  shall  provide  a  public  notarial  seal,  with  which  ^rjf!kiai"'^ 
he  shall  authenticate  all  his  acts^  instruments  and  attestations,  on  "^'• 
which  seal  shall  be  engraved  the  arms  of  this  commonwealth,   and 
shall  have,  for  legend,  the  name,  surname,  and  office  of  the  notary 
using  the  same, .  ar^  the  place  of  his  residence. 

Sect.  vih.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Notaries  t» 
That  every  notary,  on  his  appointment,  and  before  he  enters  upon  ^f  ibtan 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirma-  '^''^'  ^'^ 
tion,  that  he  shall  and  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  also  that  he  shall  and  will  support  the  constitution  of 
this   commonwealth ;  and  also  shall  give  bond,  himself  in  a  sum  ^n-i  g/ve 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds,  and  two  sureties  in  a  sum  not  ''"''"^■''' ^' 
exceeding  three  hundred  pounds,  each,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the   duties  of  his   office,  the   amount  of  tlic  said 
bonds  to  be  determined  on  by  the  governor,    which  obligation  shall 
be  recorded  in  the   rolls-office,  or  office   for  recording  of  deeds, 
within  the  respective  counties  where  he  may  reside,  and  may  be  sued 
by  any  party  or  parties  injured,  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like 
effisct,  as  bonds  given  by  sheriffs  and  coroners  for  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  their  respective  offices,    (kj 

Passed  5th  March,    1791.— Reorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  131. 

fkj  By  an  act  passed  4th  of  April,  the  other,  only  durinr:  his  cofitlmiance 

1798,  chap.   1993.    The  governor  is  an-  in  the    Northern-Liberties,    under  th<-: 

thonzed  to  appoint  two  additional  no-  provisions  and  restriction^  of  thi-  act  in 

taries  public  in  the  county  of  Philadel-  the  text. 

phia,  one  of  whom  .shall  hold  his  office         Respecting  the  fees  of  notaries  publio.    ' 

only  during  the  continuance  of  his  re.si-  see   tlie   act   of  ?Olh   of  Anrii,    iy95. 

dence  ia  the  district  of  SculUv/ark,  and  (chap.  ia52.) 


1791. 
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CHAPTEE  MDXXI. 

An  ACT  to  enjoin   certain  dutits  on  the  secretary  of  the  com?no^- 
zuealthy  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyhaniay  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  the  following  duties  be  enjoined  on  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth, in  addition  to  those  prescribed  in  the  constitution.  First, 
he  shall  keep  the  great  and  less  seal  ot  che  state,  and  affix  them,  res- 
pectively, as  the  case  may  require,  to  aii  public  instruments,  to  which 
the  attestation  of  the  governor's  signature  now  is  or  shall  hereafter 
be  reqiured  by  law.  Secondly,  He  shall  collect  and  pay  over  to  the 
state  treasurer,  [quarterly,]  the  fees  heretofore  usually  collected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  late  Supreme  Executive  Council.  Third,  All 
bonds  and  recognizances,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  by 
law  directed  to  be  given  to  this  commonwealth,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  any  office,  commission  or  public  trust,  shall  be  taken  by 
the  Secretary,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  uses  in 
the  same  respectively  expressed,  the  sureties  therein  to  be  approved 
by  the  governor,  [except  in  the  cases  of  bonds  -and  recognizances 
given  by  sheriffs  and  coroners,  and  their  sureties,' "which  shall  be  in 
double  the  amount  heretofore  by  law  required,  and  the  competency 
of  the  sureties  shall  be  submitted  to  the  justices  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  of  their  respective  counties,  or  to  any  two  or  more 
of  them,  for  that  purpose  convened,  for  their  approbation,  which  ap- 
probation being  confirmed  by  the  governor,  bonds  or  recognizan- 
ces, conformably  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  taken 
by  the  recorder  of  deeds  for  the  county,  from  the  person  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor,  and  his  sureties,  previous  to  such  person's 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  bonds  and  recognizan- 
ces, after  being  duly  entered  in  the  office  of  the  said  recorder  of 
deeds,  shall  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  secretary,  and  by  the  said 
secretary  filed  in  his  office,  copies  of  which  bonds  or  recognizan- 
ces, under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  Secretary,  or  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  recorder  of  deeds,  in  whose  office  the  originals 
are  recorded  and  filed,  shall  be  admitted  as  legal  evidence  in  any 
suit  or  suits  that  shall  be  brought  thereon,  against  the  obligors  or 
cognizors,  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators.]  Fourth,  The 
books,  papers  and  accounts  of  the  secretary  shall  be  open  to  the  in- 
spection and  examination  of  committees  of  each  branch  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  the  Secretary  shall  furnish  such  copies  or  abstracts, 
therefrom,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Secretary  shall  give  bond  to  the  Governor,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,  for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  the  scve- 
lal  trusts  to  him  committed,  himself  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  and  two  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
each,  which  bonds,  shall  be  duly  acknowledged,  and  entered  of  re- 
cord in  the  rolls-office. 


Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^     l/Qt. 
That  the  Secretary  shall  have  a  deputy,  to  be  by  him  appointed,    v_-v— ' 
with  the  approbation  of  the  eovernor,  and  the  said  deputy  shall  be  ^he  secreta- 

I  ,     ,*^     1  •  1  o  1  1         1     11    I  •     1    •  T  O'^o  employ 

removable  by  the  said  Secretary,  whenever  he  shall  thmk  it  expedient,  a  deputy, 

[Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Secretary  shall  receive,  during  his  continuance  in  of-  secfeta^yand 
fice,  at  the  rate  of  five   hundred  pounds  per  annum,    and  the  said  ^^  <ieputy. 
deputy  shall  receive,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  at  the  rate  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum.]   (I J 

Passed  12th  March,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV,  page  134' 


fl)  The  duties  of  the  Secretary  in  col- 
lecting and  distributing  the  laws  and  re- 
solutions of  each  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, are  prescribed  by  the  act  ot  4th  of 
April,  1792,  (chap.  1628,  §  1,  2.) 

§  3.  As  often  as  there  shall  be  a  num- 
ber of  laws  sufficient  to  form  a  volume  of 
a  convenient  size,  he  shall  cause  a  con- 
cise and  complete  Index  to  be  made  of  the 
contents  of  such  laws,  which  index  shall 
be  printed  and  included  in  the  pamphlets 
containing  the  acts  of  the  last  Session, 
that  are  comprised  in  the  volumes  respec- 
tively, and  he  shall  cause  a  certain  num- 
ber of  the  volumes  to  be  neatly  bound  and 
lettered  and  distributed  in  a  prescribed 
manner. 

§  4.  He  shall  prefix  to  each  volume,  an 
attestation  under  his  hand,  that  he  has 
collated  the  laws  contained  therein  with 
the  original  rolls  in  the  rolls  office,  and 
corrected  the  same  thereby. 

The  Secretary  of  the  commonweafth 
directed  to  file  the  recognizances  and 
bonds  of  sheriffs  and  coroners  and  their 
sureties  in  his  office,  when  transmitted  to 
him  by  the  recorder  of  the  proper  county  ; 
and  copies  thereof,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  of  office,  shall  be  legal  evidence.  Act 
of  28th  March,  1803,  (chap  2355.) 

The  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  to 
execute  deeds  to  purchasers  of  John  Ni- 
cholson's property,  from  the  commission- 
ers, and  his  duties  therein  prescribed. 
Act  of  19th  of  March,  18U7,  (chap.  2774.) 
The  manner  in  which  the  Secretary 
shall  distribute  the  English  Journals  of 
the  legislature  prescribed.  Act  of  11th 
of  April,  1807,  (chap.  2855.) 

The  distribution  of  the  German  Jour- 
nals was  directed  by  resolution  of  7th 
of  April,  1807. 

By  the  6tli  section  of  another  act  pass- 
ed 11th  of  April,  1807,  (chap.  2857.) 
St  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  sign  all  tavern  and 
marriage  licences. 

No  extra  allowance  beyond  the  stated 
salary  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  for  making  indexes 
and  marginal  notes  to  the  laws  of  each 
session.  Act  of  13th  April,  1807,  (chap. 
2861.) 

Vol.  hi. 


By  the  new  arrangement  of  the  land 
office,  by  act  of  29th  of  March,  1809. 
All  the  books,  papers  and  other  docu- 
ments, which  were  in  the  office  of  the 
master  of  the  rolls,  containing  the  records 
of,  or  relative  to  the  enrolment  of  laws, 
or  other  acts  of  the  legislature,  are  di- 
rected to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  be  by  him  deposi- 
ted in  his  office,  §  2. 

§  4.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  mas- 
ter  of  the  rolls  so  far  as  the  same  relate 
to  the  laws,  resolutions,  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature,  shall  be  transferred 
to  and  performed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
the  fees  accruing  thereon,  together  with 
all  other  fees  received  in  his  office,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  state  treasury,  a-d  ac- 
cotinted  for  raonliily  by  him,  with  the 
Auditor-General. 

§  7  The  Secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth is  constituted  a  member  of  the 
board  of  property. 

By  act  of  30th  of  March,  1811,  the 
Secretary  of  the  commor.wealth  shall  sign 
the  blanks  issued  by  him  for  tavern  licen- 
ses, and  cause  to  be  marked  thereon,  the 
county  and  term  for  which  they  are  issu- 
ed, and  make  report  quarter  yearly  to  the 
Auditor-General  of  the  number  issued, 
designating  the  county  and  term  for  which 
they  were  issued.  §  19.     And 

B>  §  25.  He  shall  make  report  quarter 
yearly  to  the  Auditor-General  of  all  remis- 
sions of  fines  granted  by  the  Governor, 
And  see  the  15th  section  of  the  second  ar- 
ticle of  the  existing  canstitution. 

The  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  give  information  to  the  legislature, 
from  time  to  time,  of  investments  of  pub- 
lic monies  made  by  the  G  ivernor,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  20th  March,  1810. 

For  the  fees  receivable  by  the  Secreta- 
ry, see  act  of  20th  of  April,  1795,  (chap. 
1852,)  and  of  the  master  of  the  rolls,  ib. 

The  salary  of  the  Secretary  was  increa- 
sed to  g  2000,  by  act  of  4th  of  April, 
1796,  (chap.  1887,)  which  salary  still  con- 
tinues by  act  of  4th  of  April,  1798, 
(chap.  1995.) 

The  Deputy  Secretary's  salary  was  in- 
creased to  S  1200,  by  act  of  4th  Aprilj 

B 
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lSr91»      lySS,  (chap.  1886,)  which  salary  is  per-         See  the  general   index— title.    "Sefre? 
^-1  -i^i«    manently  fixed  by   act  of  25th  of  Feb'y,     tary  of  the  commonweahb." 
^^'^    1803,  (chap.  2325.) 

CHAPTER  MDXXIII. 
ffTS.'"  A  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  own- 
i«3,f  *^'         efs  and  possessors  of  meadow-land,  situate  in    the  precinct  of 
Richmond,  in  the  toxvnship  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  to  keep  the 
banks,  dams,  sluices  and  food-gates,  in  repair  J''' 

Passed  16th  March,    1791.— Private  Act.— Recorded  in  Law   Book    No.  IV. 

page  137. 


CHAPTER  MDXXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  establish  a  ferry  over  Sxvatara  creek,  near  the  town  of 
Williamsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  and,  for  vesting  Uie 
right  in  Christian  Seltzer,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

[CHRISTIAN  SELTZER  authorized  to  erect  a  ferry  over 
Swatara  creek,  on  the  main  road  leading  from  Reading  through 
JVzlliamsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin;  subject  to  such  rules, 
rates  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  may  in  future  direct  and  ap- 
ponit ;  but  not  to  have  a  right  to  use  the  landings  of  other  persons 
without  their  consent.  The  said  ferry  to  be  at  all  times  kept  arid 
maintained  in  good  order  and  repair.] 

Passed  28th  March,  1791.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  141. 

CHAPTER  MDXXX. 

An  ACT  for  establishing  a  nightly  watch,  providing  lamps,  and 
supporting  pumps,  for  public  use,  at  a  common  charge,  within  a 
certain  part  of  the  toxvnship  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia, 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  township  of 
the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  lies  be- 
tween the  middle  of  Fourth-street  and  the  river  Delaware,  and  be- 
tween Vine-street  and  Pegg's  run,  have,  by  their  petition  to  the 
legislature,  represented,  that  from  the  increase  of  population,  build- 
ings and  improvements,  great  inconveniences  are  sustained,  which 
are  hkely  to  increase,  from  the  want  of  proper  regulations  in  respect 
to  lighting  and  watching  their  streets  by  night,  and  supporting,  at  a 
common  charge  a  suitable  number  of  pumps,  within  the  said  divi- 
sion of  the  Northern-Liberties : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  As- 
sembly met  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
Electors  to  That  the  freeholders  and  taxable  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
f^tt  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
which  lies  between  the  middle  of  Fourth-street  aiid  the  river  Dela- 
ware and  between  Vine-street  ^nd  Pegg's-run,  shall  meet  on  the 
last  Monday  in  April,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Strickler, 
and  shall  then  and  there  elect,  by  majority  of  votes,  two  persons, 


to  conduct  the  election  to   be  then  and  there  holdenj  of  inspectors     1791. 
of  the   election  herein  after  directed ;  and  when  the  said  assistants  '-'v-*' 
shall  be  so  chosen,  they  shall  proceed  to  hold  an  election,  by  the  4^|1|«"^„ 
ballot  of  the  freeholders  and  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said  division  spectors^ 
of  the  township  aforesaid,  for  two  freeholders,  resident  within  the 
said  division,  to  be  inspectors  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  election  of 
inspectors  shall  be  opened  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
at  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  the  poll  shall  be  closed,  the 
number  of  votes  ascertained,  and  the  persons  highest  in  votes  pub- 
licly declared  and  certified  by  the  said  assistants,  who  shall,  within 
twenty -four  hours  afterwards,  give  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  the 
persons  so  elected  inspectors  ;  and  the  said  inspectors  shall,  in  the  how  in,  ^ 
morning  of  the   day  hereafter  appointed  for  holding  an  election  of  hoM'^°/iec^ 
commissioners   and  a  treasurer,  take  to  their  assistance  three  free-  "^'""^  ^°'^. 
holders,  inhabitants  within  the  said  division  of  the  township  afore-  ers  and 
said,  to  be  judges  of  the  said  election 'j  which  judges  and  inspectors 
shall,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  such  election,  be  vested  with  the 
like  powers  and  authorities,  as  are  vested  by  law  in  the  judges  and 
inspectors  of  the  general  elections  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  An  election 
judges  and   inspectors,  so  appointed,  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  first   ^^ 
May,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  at  the  M°y?foi'" 
house  now  occupied  by  John  Strickler,  open  and  hold  an  election,  JJj[s^ston°"rV 
by  the  ballot  of  the  freeholders  and  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said  »"'*  °^^^ 
division  of  the  township   aforesaid,  for  three  discreet  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  division,  to  be  commissioners,  and  one 
such  freeholder  and  inhabitant  to  be  treasurer ;  and  the  said  election 
shall  be   closed  at  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  when  the  votes  shall  be  ascertained,  and  the  persons  highest 
in  votes  for  the  said  offices,  respectively,  shall  be  publicly  declared 
and  certified,  and  a  certificate  thereof,  in  writing,  signed   by  the 
said  judges   and  inspectors,  shall  be  sent  to  such  persons,  respec- 
tively, within  twenty-four  hours  afterwards. 

Sect.  hi.  Be  it  enacted  hii  the  aiithoritv  aforesaid.  That  one  of  Term  of  ser- 

»/  •J      u  ^  vice  or  the 

the  said  commissioners  shall  serve  for  three  years,  one  of  them  for  commission. 
two  years,  and    one   of  them,  and   the   treasurer,  shall  serve    forsirer.re- 
one   year  from  the  time  of  their    being  so    elected ;  and  the  said  ^p^"'^*''''- 
commissioners    shall,  on  the   second  Monday  in  May  next,   meet 
together  at  some   convenient  place,  and  then  and  there,  by  lot,  de- 
termine which   one  of  them  shall  serve  for  three  years,  which  for 
two  years,  and  which  for  one  year,  respectively  ;  and  having  so  de- 
termined, they  shall  certify  the  same,  under  their  respective  signa- 
tures, to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  file  such  certificate  among  the  records  of 
the  said  court. 

Sect.  iv.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  on  the  Elections  i-q 
first  Monday  in  May,  anaually,  for  ever,  the  freeholders  and  taxa-  commission- 
ble   inhabitants  shall  in  like  manner  elect,  by  ballot,  one  freeholder  am'mantir 
and  inhabitant  of  the  said  division,  to  be  commissioner,  to  serve  for  ^^' 
the  space  of  three  years,  and  three  such  freeholders  and  inhabitants, 
to  be   examinants  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  commissioners,  who 
shall  serve  for  one  vear,  and  one  guch  freeholder  and  inhabitant  to 
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be  treasurer,  to  serve  for  one  year  of  which  election  ten  days  pre- 
vious notice  shall  be  given,  b)^  means  of  advertisements  put  up  in 
the  most  public  places  of  the  said  division,  by  the  conlmissioners 
for  the  time  being ;  and  the  election  of  inspectors  shall  be  ten  days 
before  the  election  of  cofnmissioners  and  treasurer,  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  commissioner,  examinants  and  treasurer,  shall  be 
certified  to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  said 
county  bv  the  judges  and  inspectors,  to  be  filed  among  the  records 
of  the  said  court :  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  from 
the  said  division,  of  any  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  of  the  trea- 
surer, the  remaining  commissioners  shall,  after  giving  public  notice 
in  manner  aforesaid,  cause  an  election  to  be  holden  in  like  manner, 
to  supply  such  vacancies. 

Sect.  v.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  full  power,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  to  keep  in  repair,  at  the  common  charge, 
such  suitable  number  of  pumps  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
fixed  on  the  north  side  of  Vine-street,  and  in  any  of  the  highways, 
streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  within  said  limits,  for  the  necessary  accom- 
modation of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  they  shall  also  cause  to  be  fixed 
and  disposed  of,  in  as  regular  order  as  the  crossings  and  intersec- 
tions of  the  several  highways,  streets,  or  alleys,  will  admit  of,  and 
in  as  beneficial  a  manner  for  the  general  and  equal  use  and  interest 
of  the  whole  district  as  can  be,  such  number  of  lamps  on  the  north 
side  of  Vine-street,  and  in  all  the  public  highways,  streets  or  roads, 
within  the  limits  before  described,  as  may  be  necessary  therein : 
Provided  only  so  many  lamps  be  fixed  and  disposed  of,  in  order 
and  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  maintained,  from  time  to  time,  as  they, 
from  the  present  state  and  future  progress  of  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, may  judge  necessary  to  apportion.  They  are  also  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  contract  with  any  person  or  persons 
for  the  lighting,  trimming,  supplying,  maintaining  and  preserving 
the  same,  and  likewise  to  employ  such  number  of  watchmen,  at 
such  reasonable  wages,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  and  proper. 

Sect.  vi.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  ascertain  and  prescribe  the  stands  and  number  of 
rounds  of  the  said  watchmen,  in  and  throughout  all  the  public  streets 
and  highways  within  the  said  division,  to  engage  them  for  such 
length  of  time  as  shall  be  found  expedient,  and,  in  case  of  misbe- 
haviour, inability  or  neglect,  to  discharge  them,  and  appoint  others 
in  their  stead ;  and  the  said  watchmen,  respectively^  shall  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  prevent  fires,  murders,  burglaries,  robberies, 
and  other  outrages  and  disorders,  within  the  said  limits,  and  to  that 
end  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  arrest  and  appreliend  all 
suspicious  persons,  who  shall  be  found  wandering  or  misbehaving 
themselves,  and  shall  take  the  person  or  persons  so  apprehended, 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  the  said  county,  to  be  examined,  and  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

Sect.  vii.  And  whereas  disputes  and  dissatisfactions  may  arise 
touching  the  distributions  or  support  of  the  lamps,  watchmen  or 
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pumps,  within  said  district :    For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted^     1  79I, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   That  upon  ap-    d^y— ; 
plication  of  any  three  freeholders  of  the  said  division  to  the  Gene-  Disputes 
ral  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  thl'dUtriL- 
Justices  pf  the  said  court  shall  nominate  and  appoint  a  jury,  con-  lamps,  &c. 
sisting  of  not  less  than  three,  or  more  than  five  freeholders  of  the  settled.''^ 
said  county,  (not  residing  within  said  division,)  to  review  and  con- 
sider the  matters  and  things  complained  of,  and  to  make  report  of 
their  judgment   thereon,    which  judgment,  so  reported,  shall   be 
binding   on  the  commissioners   aforesaid,  and  on  all  parties  con- 
cerned. 

Sect.  viii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Penalty  for 
any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  break  and  pumps"^ 
carry  away  the  handles  of  any  of  the  public  pumps  within  the  said 
limits,  or  othei'wise  injure  or  damage  the  same,  and  shall  be  thereof 
legally  convicted  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  and  for  the 
peace  of  the  said  county,  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  three  pounds  for  each  pump  so  broken  or  damaged,  and 
for  the  second,  and  every  other  offence,  the  sum  of  six  pounds. 

Sect.  ix.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Penalty  for 
any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  break,  throw  0""*  extw. 
down,  or  extinguish  any  lamp,  hung  out  or  set  up  to  light  any  street,  famp^s?^ 
lane  or  alley,  within  the  said  limits,  or  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously 
damage  the  post,  iron,  or  other  furniture  thereof,  and  shall  be  thereof 
convicted  in  any  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  and  for  the  said  coun- 
ty, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  pounds  for  each  lamp  so 
broken,  thrown  down,  extinguished,  or  otherwise  damaged,  and 
for  each  post,  iron,  or  other  furniture  thereof,  so  broken  or  da- 
maged; and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  accidentally  and  unde- 
signedly break,  throw  down,  or  extinguish  any  of  such  lamps,  or 
injure  any  such  posts,  iron,  or  other  furniture,  and  shall  fail  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  some  one  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  pay  the 
damage  thereby  incurred  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  of 
doing  such  injury,  every  such  person,  so  neglecting,  shall  forfeit  dou- 
ble the  sum  of  money  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  com- 
missioners to  repair  the  injury  done. 

Sect.  x.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Thatxhecom- 
for  the  purposes  herein  before  expressed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  "'^3'.°^^^* 
for  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  lay  a  rate  or  rate  not 
rates  in  any  one    year,  not  exceeding  five  shillings  in  the  hundred  in  one  yeav 
pounds,  on  the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  the  free-  in  tL'"^^ 
holders  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  limits,  agreeably  to  the  last '^■^°*'^^" 
assessment  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  to  be  applied  in  con- 
formity to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act ;  which  rate  or 
rates  shall  be  laid  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment, 
and  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  county  assessments,  having  due  re- 
gard to  every  rateable  estate  within  the  said  limits,  without  favour 
or  affection  to  any  person  whatever. 

Sect.  xi.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Proceeding's 
if  any  person,   so  rated  and  assessed,  shall  refuse  to  pay    the  sum  ret\l7in^cr 
to  him  charged,  and  shall  not  enter  an  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  to  pa"thc 
General  Quarter  Sessions,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  coUec-  s«sea.*' 


14 


ir9i. 


JProvKO  in 
case  of  an 
appeaL 


The  goods 
of  tenants 
liable  for 
the  rates  of 
their  tene. 
ments.  How 
indemnified. 


Proviso. 


The  Collec- 
tors how  and 
when  to 
account  and 
pay.  Sec. 


■fhe  treasu- 
rer's duty. 


Penalty  on 
misconduct 
of  collector. 


Kow  the 
onUector  is 
to  be  ap- 
uppointed ; 


ahd  give 
stcuriiy. 


tor  of  the  said  rate  to  levy  the  same  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  persons  so  refusing  ;  and  in  case  such  persons  shall  not,  within, 
three  days  after  such  distress  made,  pay  die  sum  so  on  him  assessed, 
with  the  charges  of  such  distress,  the  said  collector,  having  given 
six  days  previous  notice  thereof,  by  advertisements  distributed  and 
fixed  up  in  the  most  conspicuous  place,  shall  expose  said  goods  in 
one  of  the  most  public  parts  of  the  said  division,  and  sell  the  same 
to  the  highest  bidder,  rendering  to  the  owner  the  overplus,  if  any 
shall  be,  after  deduction  of  reasonable  charges.  Provided  ahvays^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  court  of  General  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  the  said  county,  upon  the  petition  of  any  person  ag- 
grieved by  such  rate  or  assessment,  to  make  such  order  therein,  as 
to  them  shall  appear  just;  and  the  collector,  in  case  of  such  appeal, 
shall  forbear  making  distress,  until  the  same  be  determined  in  the 
said  court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions. 

Sect.  xii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  goods  of  any  tenant,  or  person  residing  upon  any  lands  or 
tenements,  within  the  said  limits,  shall  be  liable  to  be  so  distrained 
and  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  said  rate ;  in  which  case  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  tenant  to  deduct  out  of  his  rent,  so  much  as  he  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay  on  account  of  his  landlord,  or  to  recover  the 
same  ^  by  action,  with  costs  of  suit.  Provided^  That  nothing  herem 
contained  shall  extend  to  any  agreement  relative  to  the  payment  of 
taxes,  made  between  any  such  landlord  and  tenant. 

Sect.  xiii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  collector  shall,  at  least  once  in  three  weeks,  render  a 
just  and  true  account  of,  and  bring  in  and  pay  to  the  treasurer,  all 
such  monies  as  he  shall  have  received,  and  shall  pay  the  whole  and 
every  of  the  sums  of  money  assessed  in  his  duplicate,  within  three 
months  next  after  the  day  of  appeal,  such  deficiencies  as  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  allow  being  first  de- 
ducted ;  and  the  treasurer  shall,  from  time  to  time,  signify  in  writing 
to  the  said  commissioners  such  sums  of  money  as  he  may  so  re- 
ceive ;  but  if  any  such  collector  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the 
monies  which  he  shall  be  charged  to  collect,  within  the  time  herein 
before  limited,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  also  all  the  arrearages  of  the  rate  he  was 
appointed  to  collect,  to  be  levied  by  a  warrant,  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  said  commissioners,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
execute  such  warrant  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  collector^ 
or  in  case  sufficient  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found,  then  to  im- 
prison such  collector,  until  payment  be  made. 

Sect,  xi  v.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  collector  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  commission- 
ers, or  a  majority  of  them,  from  time  to  time  ;  he  shall  be  liable  to 
be  removed  for  misbehaviour  or  neglect ;  he  shall  be  allowed  one 
shilling  per  pound  upon  all  monies  by  him  collected  and  paid  to  the 
treasurer,  pursuant  to  this  act ;  and  he  shall  give  bond,  with  two 
sufficient  sureties,  to  the  said  commissioners,  in  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  du- 
ties oi  his  office. 
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Sect.    xv.    Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,    ITQl. 
That  the  said  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  before  he  enters  upon   '-'"^"^-'' 
the  execution  of  his  office,  shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  said  rerlhaUgWe 
commissioners,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  conditioned  for  security, 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  shall  receive  Duties  of  the 
all  monies  levied  and  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  pay  all  treasurer. 
accounts  and  demands  certified  to  him  by  the  said  cominissioners, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  to  be  due  on  account  of  the  objects  committed 
to  their  care  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  appointment, 
he  shall  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands  to  his  successor  in  office  ;  and, 
as  a  full  compensation  for  his  services,  he  shall  be  allowed  at  the  ThecompeT}. 

„  1  11  •  •        1  1        !_•        •      siJtion  for  his 

rate  or  two  pounds  per  centum  upon  ail  monies  received  by  nim  in  services. 
virtue  of  his  office. 

Sect.  xvi.  Be  it  further   enacted  bu  the   authority  aforesaid, '^^'?"^j>^^- 

m,  1  .  ,      •  .  •'  .  r  ^  •  •        i  i  •    ■        sation  ot  the 

That  the  said  commissioners,  tor  the  services  required  and  enjom-  ccmmission- 
ed  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  treasurer  five  shillings,  re- 
spectively, for  every  day's  attendance  actually  employed  therein. 

Sect.  xvii.   Be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid,V^^'^°"^"\^^- 

mi  1  -1  •      •  1  "^  •       1  1      n     1  sioners  and 

J  hat  the  said  commissioners  and  treasui'er,  respectively,  shail  keep  treasurer  to 
fair  and  regular  books  of  account,  v/hich  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  books,''W 
the  inspection  of  any  tAvo  or  more  freeholders  or  inhabitants  within 
the  said  limits,  and  shall  submit  the  same,  with  the  proper  vouch- 
ers, when  so  required,  to  the  examinants  herein  before  mentioned ; 
and  they  shall  also  exhibit  a  statement  of  such  accounts,  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  examinants  thereupon,  annually,  ten  days  before  the 
day  of  the  said  annual  elections,  in  two  or  more  of  the  public  news- 
papers printed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Passed  30th  March,  1791 — Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.  IV.  page  143. 


CHAPTER  MDXXXIT. 

An  ACT  to  provide  a  more  effectual  method  of  settling  the  public 
accounts  of.  the  commissioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective 
counties. 

WHEREAS  the  mode  of  setding  the  public  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  counties,  as  directed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "  A  Supplementary  act  to  the  act  for  raising  county  rates  and 
levies,"*  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  iC/^hap.  gso, 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  has  been  found  defective,  and  incompe-  ed.] 
tent  to  the  attainment  of  the  good  purposes  intended  by  the  legisla- 
ture, so  that  in  many  instances  the  accounts  of  such  commissioners 
have  lain  unexamined  and  unsettled  for  a  series  of  years,  which 
renders  it  expedient  to  establish  some  other  method  of  satisfying 
the  people,  that  the  monies  levied  upon  them  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners are  duly  applied : 

Sect.  i.  [The  county  courts  to  appoint  persons  to  audit  commis-       / 
sioners  accounts,  &c.  repealed  and  supplied  by  act  16th  of  March,  / 
1809,  see  note.] 

Sect.  ii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  JI^^jP'"''*- 
all  such  auditors  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  two  of  whom  shall  auditors. 
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l79i.    be  a  quorum,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empow- 
'*«rvr*'  ered  to  cause,  by  process  of  subpoena  and  attachment,  directed  tQ 
the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  county,  to  come  before  them,  as  well 
such  persons  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  or  shall  be,  com- 
missioners or  treasurers  of  such  count}',  or  employed  by  or  under 
such  commissionei-s  and  treasurers,  their  respective  executors  or  - 
administrators,  as  all  other  persons  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to 
examine  as  witnesses,  and  also  to  compel  in  like  manner  the  pro- 
duction of  all  books,  papers,  accounts  and  vouchers,  relative  to  the  , 
said  public  accounts ;  provided  no  such   subpoena  be  returnable  in 
less  than  ten  days  after  the  date  thereof. 
Witnesses         Sect.  iti.  Bc  it    efiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  all 
exaufined.     such  pcrsoHs,  appearing  as  witnesses  before  the  said  auditors,  shall 
be  examined  upon  oath  or  affinnation,  to  be  administered  by  some 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  au- 
i?roceedings  ditors  ',  ai^d  cvcry  such  person,  refusing  to  take'  such  oath  or  af- 
their refusal,  firmation,  or  refusing,  when  sworn  or  affirmed,  to   make  answer  to 
'^'  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  to  him  by  the  said  auditors  concern- 

ing the  said  public  accounts,  or  concerning  the   official  conduct  of 
the  said  comniissioners  or  treasurers,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  com- 
mitted, by  a  warrant  issued  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county,  until  he  or  she  shall 
submit  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  or  shall  make  answer  to  such  ques- 
tions ;  and  all  persons  guilty  of  swearing  or  affirming  falsely,  in  any 
evidence  given  before  the  said  auditors,  shall  be  liable  to  all  the 
pains  and  penalties  inflicted  upon  offenders  guilty  of  perjury  in  any 
court  of  record  in  this  state. 
Proceedings       Sect.  IV.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
parties'  *^     pcrsou  Or  pcrsous  in  possession  of  such  books,  papers,  accounts  and 
refuse,  &c.    youchers,    shall  refuse,  after  being  duly  required,  to  produce  the 
same,  or  if  such  commissioners  and  treasurers,  their  executors  or 
administrators,  shall  refuse  to   attend  and  submit  themselves  to  be 
examined,  as  is  herein  before  directed,  the  said  auditors  may  and 
shall  proceed,  from  the  examination  of  witnesses  and  other  testi- 
mony, to  ascertain  and  settle,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  several  sums 
of  money  received  by  such  commissioners  and  treasurers,  respec- 
tively, and  the   application  thereof  to  public  purposes,  or  other- 
wise. 
Auditors  to        Sect.   v.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
the°iext'      said  auditors,  having  examined  and  settled  the  said  accounts  to  the 
eountycourt.  bgg|-  of  their  skill  and  ability,  shall  report  the  same,  with  the  respec- 
tive balances  due  to  or  from  such  commissioners  or  treasurers,  to 
the  next  county  court  of  common  pleas  for  such  county,  who  shall 
Balance       thereupon  cause  such  report  and  setdement  to  be  filed  among  the 
have  the'      records  of  the  said  court ;  and  such  report,  from  the  time  of  being 
jiSgmenl     »»  ^litd^  shuU  havc  the  effect  of  a  judgment  upon  the  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditarnents  of  such  commissioner  or  treasurer,  who 
iirowed,       ^^^^  thereby  appear  to  be  indebted  ;  and  if,  within  sixty  days  after 
da's'&t**      such  report  made  and  filed,  the  said  commissioners  and  treasurers, 
their  executors  and  administrators,  or  any  of  them,  shall  enter  their 
appeal  in  the  said  court  from  the  said  settlement,  or  any  part  thereof, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  direct  an  issue,  -wherein  the  com- 
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irionwealth  shall  be  made  plaintiff  or  defendant,  as  the  case  may  re-     l?'91i 
quire,  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  during  the  next  term,  upon  whose  ver-    '*— v-— ' 
diet  final  judgment  shall  be   entered.  Provided  ahvays,  That  no  ca^oftn 
such  appeal  be  received,  unless  the  party  appellant  enter  into  recog-  ^pi'eai. 
nizance,  with  two  good  sureties,  in  double  the  sum  found  due  by 
the  said  settlement,  conditioned  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  vrhh 
effect,  and  to  pay  the  costs,  and  such  sum  of  money  as  the  jury 
shall  find  him  or  them  indebted. 

Sect.  vi.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  no  „ 
such  appeal  shall  be  entered  where  balances  have  been  found  due  no  appeal, 
from  such  commissioners  or  treasurers,  (or  if,  upon  such  appeal,  a  tion  to^ssue 
verdict  and  judgment  shall  be   given   in  favour  of  the  common-  j^udgmeiiM. 
wealth,)  execution  shall  thereupon  issue  against  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments, goods   and  chattels,  or  bodies,  of  such  defaulters,  in  like 
manner  as  upon  judgments  recovered  in  the  usual  course  of  law. 

Sect.  vii.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  enforce  the  due  collection  and  payment  of  taxes  within  this 
commonwealth,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,^*"  the  commissioners  of  the  se-  p  chap. 
veral  counties  v/ere  directed  to  prepare,  and  transmit  to  the  Comp-  ^ggj^j""*''* 
troller-General,  fair  duplicates  of  the  assessments  made  within  their 
respective  counties   for  the  collection  of  state  taxes  :    Be  it  enacted  ^he  nudi- 
by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  auditors,  who  shall  be  appointed  *r"J°  ;j 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  dapiicates  to 
required  to  prepare  and  transmit  such  dOplicates  to  the  [Comptrol-  ler  ancT** ' 
ler-General,]  in   all  such   cases  where  it  shall  appear  that  the  com-  t"heTrea! 
missioners   of  such  counties  have  omitted  so  to  do ;  and  they  shall  tah?'^case»r 
also  transmit  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  a  certified  transcript  of  so  ^^^tinKaoc 
much  of  their  said  settlement,  after  final  judgment  is  entered  there-  "[^°h*°^r 
upon,  as  contains  the  account  of  monies  levied  for  state  purposes 
within  the  said  counties  respectively. 

Sect.  viii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  [That  if.  How  vaean- 
from  death,  resignation,   or  inability  to  serve,  the  number  of  au-  suppiTed.^ 
ditors  in  any  countj^  shall,  before  the  completion  of  the  business,  be  ^c°'ofi^ 
reduced  to  less  than  three,  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Manh, 
such  county  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  remaining  or  surviv- 
ing auditors,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  appoint 
another  or  others,  in  the  place  of  those  deceased,  resigning,  or  un- 
able to  serve ;']  and  every  such  auditor  shall,  previously  to  entering 
on  the  business  entrusted  to  him,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  Justice   of  the  Peace   of  the  county,  that  he  will  well  and  tors  to  hi 
faithfully  execute  the  duties  of  an  auditor,  as  required  by  this  act,  'i"'*'*^ 
and  make  report,  as  is  hereby  directed,  without  unnecessary  delay ; 
and  they  shall  be  allowed  ten  shillings  per  diem,  respectively,  while  Their com- 
employed  in  the  said  business,  together  with  such  incidental  and  un-  p«'"=«"on- 
avoidable  expenses  as  the  said  court  shall  think  reasonable ;  and  compensa- 
every  witness   subpoenaed  by  them,  and   attendmg,  and  bemg  exa-  nesses. 
mined,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  allowance  as  is  received  by  wit- 
nesses attending  upon  courts  of  law ;  all  which  monies  shall  be  ad-  jjow  paid, 
vanced  out  of  the  county  stock,  by  an  order  drawn  upon  the  county 
treasurer  by  the  judges  of  the  said  court,  who   shall  include  the 
charges   of  such  witnesses'    attendance  in  the  costs  assessed  upon 
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1?91.    such  of  the  said  commissioners  and  treasm-crs,  against  whom  jude-- 
*— v-*-^  ment  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  entered. 

?a?r\'fa1br.      ^^^'^I  '^'    ^^^  '^  f'«^^^^  ^^  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so 
jneract.       much  ot  the  act,  entitbd  "  A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  for  rais- 
L'chap.33o.  i^'S  county  rates  and  levies,"*  as  directs  the  commissioners,  asses- 
now  repeal^  sors  and  treasurers  of  the  several  counties  to  submit  their  accounts. 
See  chap,      annually,  to  the  justices  and  grand  jury  of  the  courts  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  respective  counties,  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.     Provided,  That  such  repeal  shall 
not  be  deemed  or  taken  to  invalidate  or  affect  any  legal  proceedings 
instituted  against  any  such  commissioners  or  treasurers,  by  reason 
of  their  non-compliance  with  the  said  act,  but  that  qll  forfeitures  and 
penalties,  to  which  any  such  commissioners  or  treasurers  have  be- 
Proceedin  s  ^^c ^  ^^^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^emain  as  if  the  said  act  had  not  been  repealed.] 
agaimpef*       Sect.  X.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  au- 
Cout'^of    dj'ors  aforesaid,  on  suggestion  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  that 
the  county,  the  person  or  persons  to  be  subpoenaed  or  attached  under  this  act  live 
not  in  the  county  where  the  cause  is  pending  before  such  auditors 
the  said  court  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  any  sub- 
pcena  or  attachment  into  the  counties  where  such  person  or  persons 
shall  so  reside,  and  proceed  against  such  person  or  persons,  in  as 
ample  a  manner  as  they  may  do  in  causes  pending  in  such  court 
against  witnesses  or  others,  v^ho  shall  be  compellable  to  attend  in  or 
be  in  contempt  of  such  courts. 
This  act  Sect.  xi.  Be  it  furthe\e,iacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 

a  r'et^osp'^'ct  "Othmg  Contained  in  diis  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  set- 
beyond  1776.  tiement  of  any  accounts  of  the  county  commissioners  or  treasurers, 
[•See  post.    ?^'  V^^^^  ^^S^^  representatives,   previous  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
chap.  1647.]  m  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six.* 
Kr*"     rr.^^^'l:  ''"•  t^'^^  ^'  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
[tet^i     ^^^l  ^^^'  ^e^  ^^^y^  \  ^-^^d  in  ^  distinct,  and  audible  voice,  by  the 
prothonotaries  of  each  county  court  of  common  pleas,  which  may 
commence  first  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  during  the  sittino; 
of  such  court,  on  three  several  days,  in  the  Court-house  of  said 
county.]  (m) 

Passed  30th  March>  ir91.-Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  Ha 

/./fi^t?  ?^^'"Pvf'^iZn"°^^''^f'P^''-  t^'ee  cents   and  no  more,  for  every  day's 

/ed  16th  of  March,  1809.     The  Auditors  attendance  on  the  duties  of  his  office. 

/  are  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  citizens  §  4.  The  return   Judges  of  the  several 

^    ^f**'^  several  counties  at  the  general  elec-  counties,   when  mei    at   their  respective 

^rj.  f        1  ^"^  ^^^x.ox  shall  die,  re-  court-houses,  shall  make  outa  return  of  the 

Tn  .^5?°"^       r"?'!,'  °'  decline  to  serve  persons  elected  for  auditors,  which  return 

Ouarri  sf ''  '^"  J^^^es  of  the  Court  of  shall  be,  by  one  of  .he  Jud!>es,   deposited 

Siful  S.  i"'        '"'''rn""J^  '^^"^P-     ^^"^  ^*^^  Prothonotaryof  the  proper  coun- 
point  a  suitable  citizen  tofill  the  vacancy,     ty.  and   it   shall  be    he   duty  of  die  said 

m.I'l^TlTJ'  1^"^  r°r""'^  '^^"  I^'-°»h«not^'-y.  to   inform   the   auditors  of 

^Sv  ve.  T      ""'^^^  °u  J^""""'^  '"  '^"  "-"^  °f  'heir    meeting  annually,  at 

.very  J  ear.  and  at   such   other  times  to  least  ten  days  previous  therlto. 

1::^:^^.tr::X^^':=t:  „„§iSo  muchof  an,,  .aw  as  is  by  this 


c;,,r,^vc  ^ffi^^    •     .u  ■        '  -'  WW  v,„,...„.o-  5  J.  oo  mucnot  any  law   as  is  by  this 

Sioners  office   in  their  respective  counties,  act  altered  or  supplied,  is  repealed. 

the  arSn'^.Tnf   T'    '"'"I  ^"'^  ^'^J""'"-  ^>-  =^^'°''^^'  Supplement  passed  20th  of 

t^'^r^^^r^^'^'^^--  March  1810.     /hLuditoi-Lf  each  coun. 

/«    !■■     u    A     1-         ,    .,  ty  snail  have  the  power  to  adiust  and  set- 

'  f  ^.  V  c^umv^"..'-°'      ""l  n"  """"^'^  .""^  *'"  "^^  P""^''*^  a"«""'=  Of  all  such  former 

-f  tne  county  c.oc:.,  one  dollar  and  thirty  or  present  commissioners   and  treasurers. 
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respectively,  as  have  not  heretofore  set-  been   SherifFs,  or  county  commissioners,     1791.' 

tied  their  public  accounts.  and  all  persons  who  have  heretofore  been     i_r-^- 1_;^ 

§  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the   audi-  county   treasurers,  or  the  executors  or  ad- 

tns  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  all  ministrators  of  any  such  persons  as  afore- 

Mnonies  received  by   the  SherifFs  or  Coro-  said,  having  in  their  hands  any  monies, 

r  ners,   agreeably  to   an  act  directing  the  made  out  of  the  sales  cf  unseated  lands, 

mode  of  selecting  and  returning  jurors;  and  remaining  in  their   hands,  after  the 

and  such  auditors  shall   have  like  powers  deduction  of  the  taxes  as  aforesaid,  are 

and  authority  in  settling  such  accounts,  hereby  authorized   and  required  forthwith 

as  they  have  in  other  cases  ;  and  on  filing  to  pay    tliem   over  to  the  county  treasu- 

a  copy  of  such  settlement  in  the  Protho-  rer  for  the  time  being  who  shall  hold  the 

notary's  office,  it  shall  be  under  the  same  same  for  the  same  uses  and  trusts  as  the 

laws,  rules  and  regulations,  and  have  the  said  persons  respectively  did. 

same  operation  and  effect  as  the  report  of         See  a  supplement  to  this  act,  6th  Marc^, 

auditors  against  county  treasurers.  1793,  (chap.  1647,)  applicable  only  to  the 

§3.  All  persons  who  now  are,  or  have  Northern-Liberties. 

CHAPTER  MDXXXIII. 

An  ACT  for  the  better   ascertaining  of  the  boundarij  line  between 
the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  MiJJiin, 

WHEREAS  some  dissatisfaction  hath  arisen,  respecting  the 
boundary  line  between  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  jMifflin,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  Juniata,  which  was  run  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -nine :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  ejiacted^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvcalth  of  Pennsylvania.,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Peifonsap. 
the  line  described  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  a  part  run"thebouii, 
of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  into  a  separate  county,"  passed  the    ^^ 
ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -one,*  3*^]'*''^^' 
shall  be  run  by  James  Cunningham,  David  Stewai't,  and  John  Oli- 
ver, esquires,  or  any  two  of  them,^who  are  hereby  authorized   and 
empowered  to  run  the  same  ;  which  line,  in  the  said  act,  is  describ- 
ed   as  follows  :  Beginning  where    the    province    line   crosses    the  ^rfbeS^'^" 
Tuscarora  mountain,  and  running  along  the  summit  of  that  moun- 
tain to  the  Gap,  near  the   head  of  the   Path-valley  ;  thence  with  a 
north  line,  to  the  Juniata ;  and  the  said  line,  from  the  said  Gap  to 
the  Juniata,  being  run,  shall  be  and  remain  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  Juniata  :  And  until  the  said  line  shall  be  run  as  aforesaid, 
the  line  between  the  two  counties  aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  the 
same,  as  that  which  divided  Bedford   county  from   Cumberland 
county.     And  the    expenses  of  running  the  said  line  shall  be  paid  ^J'^p^^'J,'^! 
by  the  treasurers  of  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  counties,   equally,  out  paid, 
of  the  county  rates  and  levies  of  each  county  respectively,  fnj 
Passed    1st   April,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book   No.  IV.  page  153. 

CnJ  Other  commissioners  'were  direct-  don  county,   at  the  mouth  of  Gal/mvay^i 

ed  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  an  run,  shall  be  the  boundary  line   between 

act  passed  oOth  of  Sept'r,  1791.    (chap.  Huntin^'ion  and  Miffiin  counties,   on  the 

1585.)     And  by  an   act  passed  29th  of  south  side  of  yuniata,  and  the  governor 

March,  1792,  (chap.  I6O6,)  it  is  enacted,  was  directed  to  appoint   one  commission- 

that  a  straight  line,  beginning  in  the  mid-  er  to  run  said  line. 

die  of  the  water  Gap   in    the  Tuscarora  For  the  act  erecting  Huntingdon  county, 

mountain,   and   from  thence  to  the  river  See  chap,  1300,  a«fe.  page  417. 

Juniata,  in   such  direction   as  to  include  For  the  act    erecting  Mi£lili  county, 

Joseph  Galloway's  farm  within   HunU'^S'  ^^^  chap.  1425,  anre.  page  40o. 
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1791.  CHAPTER  MDXXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens  of  this  covn- 
monxvealth  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations^  or  bodied 
politic  in  law. 

WHEREAS  a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  the  legislature  has 
heretofore  been  employed  in  enacting  laws  to  incorporate  private  as- 
sociations, and  it  would  not  only  be  more  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic, but  also  convenient  to  individuals,  who  are  desirous  of  being 
so  incorporated,  that  the  same  might  lawfully  be  effected  without 
an  immediate  application  in  all  cases  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
commonwealth ;    Therefore, 

Sect,   i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  tJie   commonxDealth  of  Pennsylvania^    in  General  Assembly 
met.  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authoritii  of  the  sajne.  That 
of  citizens    When  any  number  ot  persons,  citizens  of  this   commonwealth,  are 
chai 'ttbi*!^'  associated,  or  mean  to  associate,  for  any  literary,  charitable,  or  for 
purp's!sT    finy  religious  purpose,  and  shall  be  desirous  to  acquire  and  enjoy 
t^n  aie"*"'    ^J^^  powers  jind  immunities  of  a  corporation,  or  body  politic  in  law, 
incoreora^^    jt  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  persons  to  prepare  an  instru- 
ticn,&c.      ment  in  writing,  therein  specifying  thp  objects,  articles,  conditions, 
and  name,  style  ox  title,  under  which  they  have  associated,  or  mean 
to  associate,  and  the  same  to  exhibit  and  present  to  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  CQiiTimonwealth,  for  the  time   being,   who  is  hereby 
required  thereupon  to  peruse  and  examine  the  said  instrument,  and, 
after  such  perusal  and  examination,  to  transmit  it,  with  a  certificate, 
thereon  endorsed,  testifying  his   opinion  touching  the  lawfulness 
of  the  objects,  articles  ancl  conditions,    therein    set   forth  and  con- 
tained, unto  the  Supreme   Court  of  this  commonwealth ;  and  the 
said  court  is  hereby  also  required  thereupon  to  peruse  and  examine 
\  the  said  instrument,  and  to  transmit  it,  with  a  certificate,  thereon 
(indorsed,  testifying  also  the  opinion  of  the  said  court  touching  the 
ilawtulness  of  the  objects,  articles   and  conditions,  therein  set  forth 
and  contained,  unto  the    Governor  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  if 
the  said  Attorney- General  and  the  said  court  shall  certify  their  opi- 
nion, as  aforesaid,  to  be,  that  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions,  in 
such  instrument  set  forth  and  contained,   are  lawful,  then    the  said 
Governqr  (but  not  otherwise,)  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  mas- 
ter oi  the  rolls,  with  an  order,  thereon  endorsed,  requiring  him  to 
enrol  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the  applicants ;  and  upon  the  en- 
rolment thereof,  the  persons  so  associated,  or  meaning  to  associate, 
shall,  according  to  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions,  in  the  said 
instrument  set  forth  and  contained,  become  and  be  a  corporation,  or 
body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title,  in  such  instrument  provided  and  declared. 
Alterations         Sect,    II,   And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  as 
me'litsT.rthe  °^'^"  ^^  ^^^  corporations  established  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  thfe 
iimr''uments^"^^^^!°^^  thereof,  respectively,    shall  be  desirous  of  improving, 
rion^'how  to  ^"^^"'^^"S  °^  altering  the  articles  and  conditions  of  the  instrument, 
1,8 made.       upon  which  the  said  corporations,  respectively,  are  as  aforesaid,  form- 
ed and  established,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  corporations, 
respectively,  in  like  manner  to  specify  the  improvements,  amend- 
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Inents  or  alterations,  which  are  or  shall  be  desired,  and  the  same  to  1791- 
exhibit  and  present  to  the  Attorney-General  and  Supreme  Coiu't,  Vi—y—^ 
who  shall  in  like  manner,  successively,  certify  their  opinion  to  the 
Governor  of  this  comnionweaith,  touching  the  lawfulness  of  such 
improvements,  amendments  and  alterations  ;  and  the  same  being 
certified,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  lawful,  shall  in  like  manner  be  directed 
by  the  Governor  to  be  enrolled  by  the  master  of  the  rolls,  at  the 
expence  of  the  applicants ;  and  upon  enrolment  thereof,  shall  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  be  a  part  of  the  instrument,  upon  which  such 
corporations,  respectively,  were  formed  and  established,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  originally  been  made  a  part 
thereof. 

Sect.  hi.   And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  *j,°havcra'^"^ 
the  corporations  established  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  succes-  seal  5 
sors  thereof,  respectively,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  and  inscrip- 
tion, as  they  shall  respectively  deem  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  ^^Yucd^^*^ 
alter  and  renew,  at  their  pleasure  ;  and  by  the  name,  style  and  title, 
by  them  respectively  provided  and  declared  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  implead- 
ed, in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  Judge  or  Judges,  Justice  or 
Justices,  in  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters, 
and  demands  whatsoever,  and  all  and  every  matter  or  thing  therein 
to  do,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner,  as  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, bodies  politic  and  corporate,  within  this  commonwealth,  may 
or  can  do ;  and  shall  be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  they  are  and  mar 
hereby  respectively  authorized  and  empowered,    to  make  rules,  by-  {^^'^''.''^ ' 
laws  and  ordinances,  and  to   do  every  thing  needful  for  the  good 
government  and  support  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporations,    re- 
spectively.   Provided  always^  That  the  said  by-laws,  rules  and  or-  Proviso  as  to 
dinances,  or  any  of  them,  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and   '''  *^^^" 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  constitution  and  lav/s  of  this  com- 
monwealth, or  to  the  instrument,  upon  v;hich  the  said  corporations, 
respectively,  are  as  aforesaid  formed  and  established. 

Sect.  iv.  Be  it  enacted  bu  the  authoritii  aforesaid^  That  the  ^. 

1  T    1       1     1  •  r     1  •  '^       •'       1       .  ^^^  corpora- 

corporations  established   by  virtue  01  this  act,  and  the  successors  tion  may  also 
thereof,  respectively,  by  tL-i  name,  style  and  title,  by  them  respec-  personal 
lively  provided  and  declared,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and  capable  *'"'*^'^* 
in  law,    according  to  the   terms  and  conditions  of  the  instrument, 
upon  which   the   said  corporations,  respectively,  are   as  aforesaid 
formed  and  established,  to  take,  receive  and  ^lold  all  and  all  man- 
ner of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  heredita- 
ments, and  any  sum  and  sums  of  money,  and  any  manner  and  por- 
tion of  goods  and  chattels,  given  and  bequeathed  unto  them,  respec- 
tively, to  be  employed  and  disposed  of  according  to  the  objects,  ar- 
ticles and   conditions  of  the  instrument,  upon  which  said  corpora- 
tions, respectively,  are  as  aforesaid  formecl  and  established,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  articles  and  by-laws   of  the    said  corporations,    re- 
spectively, or  ot  the  will  and  intention  of  the  donors.     Provided  al-  rroviso,as 
xvays   nevertheless,  That  the  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  anwunt""*^'" 
messuages,  houses,  lands  and  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  or  other 
hereditaments,  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporations,  respectively. 


22 


1^91.     and  the  interest  of  money  by  them  respectively  lent,  shall  not  exceed 
^"""v^   the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

Sect.  v.  And  whereas  bequests  and  legacies  may  be  made  to 

public  institutions,  of  which  such  institutions  may  not  derive  the 

benefits  intended,  from  a  want  of  due  information  :  Therefore,  Bd 

co'^oratV"    ^"^  enacted  by  the  aitthority  aforesaid.    That  when  any  last  will  and 

S madT  testament  is  brought  to  be  recorded  in  any  of  the  registers  offices 

them"'**      of  this  State,  which  shall  contain  any  bequest  or  legacy  to  a  public 

corporate  body,  the  register  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  that, 

■within  six  months,  he  shall  make  known,  by  letter,  addressed  to  the 

corporate   body  in  whose   favour  such  bequest  or  legacy  is  made, 

the  nature  and  amount  of  the  same,  together  with  the  names  of  the 

executors  of  such  last  will  and  testament. 

Passed  6th  April,  1791.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  i5&. 


CHAPTER  MDXXXVIII. 

An  M!^ for  erecting  the  remainder  of  Shauchan^s,  and  part  of  Bent - 
lifs  district^  in  Washington  county,  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict* 

AVHERE  AS  the  freemen  within  the  remainder  of  Shauchan's 
election  district,  and  part  of  Bently's,  or  the  second  district  of 
Washington  county,  have  represented,  by  their  petitions,  that  it  is 
inconvenient  for  them  to  attend  at  the  house  of  John  Hill,  at  the 
general  election. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  comvionwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Where  the    '*^^^^  «'^^  ^'^  "  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it 
o"shauchan-s  ^^^^^  ^"^^  "^^>'  ^^  ^^'^^"^  ^^^  ^he   freemen  within  that  part  of  Shau- 
foS 'hdr  ^^^^.'^   district,  beginning  on  the  river  Monongahela;  thence  along 
elections,      the  line  of  Allegheny  and  Washington  counties,  to  the  boundary  of 
the  fourth  district;  thence  along  the  boundary  of  the  fourth  district, 
to  the  head  of  Peter's  creek ;  thence  by  the  boundary  of  Washing- 
ton district,  to  the  road  leading  from  the  town  of  Washington  to 
Sweringen's  upper  ferry ;  thence  along  said  road,  to  the  road  lead- 
ing to  the  Chester's  ferry,  on  the  river  Monongahela ;  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning  ;  to  hold  tlieir  general  and  other 
elections  at  the  present  dwelling-house  of  David  Hamilton. 

Passed  6th  April,  1791.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  159. 


CHAPTER  MDXL. 

An  ACT  to_  vest  in  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  society  of  people  cal- 
led ^takers,  certain  lots  of  ground  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  6th  April,     1791— Private  Act— Recorded    in  Law  Book  No.   IV 

pa^e  160. 
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CHAPTER  MDL.  179I. 

An  ACT  for  erecting-  the   tswnships  of  Union  and  JFaijne,  in  the    ~  '  '  * 
county  of  Mifflin^  into  separate  election  districts^  and  for  altering 
the  place  of  holding  the  fifth  election  district  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
thumberland. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  found  extremely  inconvenient  for  the 
freemen  of  Union  and  Wayne  townships,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin, 
to  attend  at  Lewis-town,  for  the    purpose  of  holding  their  annital 
elections,  as  the  law  directs  :  For  remedy  whereof, 
^  Sect.  i.  Be  it  enactedby  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.    That 
the  township  of  Union,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  be,  and  the  same  ^wf  ^ot^' 
is  hereby,  erected  into  a  new  and  separate  district  ,•  and  the  free-  Son" 
men  of  said  township  of  Union  shall  hereafter  meet  at  the  house  '^'"""' 
now  occupied  by  Captain  Hugh  M'Lelen,  in  the  said  township  of 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  elections  for  members  of  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  other  elective  officers  for  said  county  of  Mifflin, 
conformably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The  town- 
That  the  township  of  W^ayne,  in  the  said  county  of  Mifflin,  be,  and  %'l^l^ 
the  same  is  hereby   erected  into  a  new  and  separate  district :  and  diltrirt 
the  freemen  of  said  township  of  Wayne  shall  hereafter  meet  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Edward  Johnston,  in  the  said  township  of 
Wayne,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  elections  for  members  of  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  other  elective  officers  for  said  county  of  Mifflin, 
conformably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  hi.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  the  freemen  of  Potter's  township,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  were  enabled  to  hold  their  annual  elec- 
tion at  the  house  of  George  M'Cormick,  in  the  township  aforesaid, 
and  be  called  the  fifth  district  in  the  county  aforesaid :  And  where- 
as, by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  entitled 
"  An  Act,  for  erecting  certain  parts;,of  Cumberland  and  Northum- 
berland counties  into  a  separate  county,"  one  half  of  the  space  in- 
cluded ill  die  said  district  is  now  in  the  county  of  Mifflin  :  And  as 
the  remaining  inhabitants,  by  their  petition  to  a  former  house  re- 
quested that  the  place  of  holding  their  annual  election  may  be  re- 
moved to  Aaronsburg  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  freemen  in  the  said  fifth  election  district  in  the  coun-  t^ntTo^ii" 
ty  of  Northumberland  shall,  from  and  after  the  passinc-  hereof,  hold  ''l"*.^"  *^^ 
tlieu'  annual  elections  at  the  house  of  Aaron  Lew,  in  the  town  of 
Aaronsburg,  any  thing  in  a  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Passed  9th  April,  1791. —Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  pa^  178. 
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ir91,  CHAPTER  MDLVni. 

[See  a  sup-    -^^^  ACT  to  pvovidefor  the  opening  and  improving  simdry  navigable 
l''^'"ent  to  ivaters  and  roads  within  this  commonwealth. 

this  act  post. 
chap.  1634, 

making  sun-  FSect.  I.  THE  Govcmor  empowered  to  contract  for  making 

drv  altera-  >-  .  .  ■  ,     .*  .  .  o 

tio'ns  here-    improvements  in  certain  roads  and  rivers,  viz.  rivers  : 

1.  Delaware,  from  the  falls  of  Trenton  to  the  northern  boundarj.'^ 
of  this  state,  £.  3500. 

2.  Leckawaxen  and  Lehigh,  from  their  junction  with  the  Dela- 
ware, up  their  several  streams,  as  far  as  the  several  sums  al- 
lotted will  admit,  1.  £»250,  2.  £.  1000. 

0.  Schuylkill,  from  the  lower  falls  to  Reading,  £.  2500. 

4,  Susquehanna,  from  Wright's  ferry  to  Starucca,  at  the  Great 
Bend  at  the  New-York  line,  £.  6290,  to  be  apportioned  to 
particular  parts  of  the  river. 

§,  West  branch  of  Susquehanna,  from  its  mouth  to  the  mouth 
of  Sinnemahoning,  thence  up  Sinnemahoning  to  its  north 
branch,  and  thence  up  the  north  branch  to  the  Driftwood, 
£.  660,  to  be  apportioned,  &.c. 

6.  Allegheny  from  the  mouth  of  Conewango,  up  to  the  intersec- 
tion thereof  by  the  road  from  the  Driftwood,  £.  150. 

7.  French  creek,  from  its  mouth  on  Allegheny,  up  to  the  road 
leading  therefrom  to  Presque-isle,  £.  400. 

8.  Juniata,  from  its  mouth  to  Water-street,  and  from  thence  to 
Frankstov/n,  ;(^.  2320. 

9.  Little  Conemaugh,  from  its  mouth  upwards,  £»  4000. 

10.  Conemaugh,  from  Stony  Point  to  Richard's  run,  from  thence 
through  Chesnut  ridge,  and  from  Chesnut  ridge  to  Loyal  Han- 
non,  ^.2800. 

11.  Kiskiminetas,  to  the  second  falls  inclusive,  and  from  thence 
to  the  river  Allegheny,  £,  350. 

Sect.  ii.  Roads  :    1.  From  Stockport,  on  Delaware,  to  Harmony 
on  Susquehanna,  ;^.400. 

2.  From  Driftwood  on  Sinemahoning,  to  the  river  Allegheny, 
observing  a  northerly  course,  £.  460. 

3.  From  French  creek  to  Presque-isle,  on  Lake  Erie,  £.  400. 

4.  From  Frankstown  to  Poplar  run,  £.  300. 

5.  From  Poplar  run  to  Conemaugh,  £.  560.  [Altered  post.  chap. 
1634.] 

6.  From  the  forks  of  Little  Conneraaugh,  to  the  mouth  of  Stony 
creek,  £.  180.  [Altered  post.  chap.  1634.] 

Sect.  hi.  Appropriates  for  the  rivers,  as  annexed  to  each  number. 
Sect.  iv.  Appropriates  for  roads  as  annexed  to  each  number. 
Sect.  v.  Certain  bank  stock  appropriated  for  making  the  improve- 
ments. 
Sect.  vi.  Makes  appropriations  for  sundry  other  roads,  viz. 

1.  Wilkes-Barrti  to  the  Wind  gap,  ;^'.  500. 

2.  Harrisburg,  through  the  narrows  at  the  end  of  the  Kittatiimy 
mountain  and  Peter's  mountain,  and  to  intersect  the  road  lead- 

v^  ing  from  Harrisburg  to  Sunbury,  at  or  near  Halifax,  £.  600. 

T***'***«»t.      3.  From  Frankstown  to  Pittsburg,  in  the  straighte*:t  practicob!.- 
\  line,  £.  300.  [Altered  post.  chap.  1634.] 

4..  From  Bedford  to  Pittsburg,  /,  500. 
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5.  From  Reading  to  Sunbury,  ;^.  300.  1791. 

6.  From  Bedford,  crossing  Youghiogeny  at  or  near  the  Great    *— y— ' 
Fails,  to  the  west  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  ^.400.  [Altered,  post. 

chap.  1633.] 

7.  From  the   mouth   of  Juniata  to  David  Miller's,  on  Juniata, 
^     through  Dick's  gap,  £.  300.  [Altered,  post.  chap.  1633.] 

8.  Through  the  Long  Narrows,  £.  180. 

9.  Jacks'  and  Igoe's  Narrows  on  Juniata,  £.  120. 

10.  From  near  Catawessy,  on  the  north  branch  of  Susquehanna, 
to  Hamburgh  on  Schuylkill,  £.  300. 

11.  From  York  town  to  Cooper's  ferry,  £.  100. 

I  12.  From  Fulton's  ferry  on  Susquehanna  towards  Newport,;^.  300. 

13.  From  Callender's  mill,  over  Croghan's  gap,  to  West's  mill, 
;^".200. 

1 4.  Through  the  Upper  part  of  Berks  county  down  to  Schuyl- 
kill, £.  300. 

15.  From  Keplinger's  mill,  up  Little  Schuylkill  to  Susquehanna, 
;C-300. 

16.  Through  Nichol's  gap,  over  the  South  mountain,  £»  250. 

1 7.  From  Middle  creek  to  Grubb's  furnace,  £.  200. 

18.  Through  Black's  gap,  over  the  South  mountain,  £,  100. 

19.  From  Buchanan's,  on  the  east  side  of  the  North  mountain, 
and  through  the  Great  cove,  to  the  foot  of  Sideling  hill,  £,  200. 

20.  From   Fort  Penn,  on  the  east  side  of  the  northwest  branch 
-of  Brodhead's  creek,  to  Wallenpaupeck  near  the  Great  falls, 

and  from  thence  by  or  near  the  Indian  orchard,  between  the 
river  Delaware  and  Shohockihg  creek  to  the  river  Susque- 
hana,  ;^.  400.  [Altered,  post.  chap.  1633.] 

Sect.  vii.  The  Governor  to  contract  for  opening  the  roads. 

Sect.  viii.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^^^^^  t^^  Books  to  be 
Governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  cause  fair  copies  of  all  contracts  kept,  &c. 
by  him  made,  in  virtue  of  this  act,  to  be  entered  in  a  book  or  books, 
to   be   by  him  directed   to   be   kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  the  parties  entering  into  such  contracts  ;  and  no  contracts  security  to 
shall  be  entered  into  as  aforesaid,  widiout  taking  one  or  more  sufh-  ^  "kc. 
cient  bond^smen  for  the  just  and  perfect  fulfilnAent  of  the  contract, 
on  the  part  of  the  person  or  persons  so  entering  into  the  same  ;  and 
the  said  book  and  books  shall  be  presented,  for  the  inspection  ot  the 
legislature,  from  time  to  time,  when  so  required. 

Sect.  ix.  Agents  of  information  to  be  employed. 

Sect.  x.   And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Accounts  to 
Governor  shall  cause  a  fair  and  clear  account  to  be  kept  of  each  dis-  ihe'eii'vem- 
tinct  and  separate  appropriation,  distinguishing  the  expenses  of  each  ^^ 
of  the  several  waters  and  roads  herein  before  recited,  to  be  entered 
in  a  book  or  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  to  be  presented 
to    the   legislature,  from  time   to  time,  for  their  inspection,  when 
thereto  required. 

Sect.   xi.    Annual   appropriations  of  ;^.  5000,  for  roads,    (re- 
pealed by  act  of  11th  of  April,  1793.)] 

(Note.     This    act   is  in  substance  obsolete,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce 

some   unsaliafied  contracts, J 
^        Passed  13th  April,   179i.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  188. 

Vol.  III.  D 


26 


1791.  CHAPTER  MDLXIIL 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

WHEREAS  the  formation  of  a  new  system  of  government  in 
this  commonwealth,  the  extinction  of  some  offices  heretofore  esta- 
bUshed,  and  the  substitution  of  others,  render  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide reasonable  and  adequate  compensations  for  those  who  are,  and 
shall  be,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  public  : 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General 

Assembly  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 

^f^^h^offi^'  That  the  public  officers  hereafter  mentioned  shall,  respectively,  be 

ccis  of  gov-  entitled  to  receive  of  this  commonwealth,  in  full  compensation  of 

ernmeii        \]^qiy  respective  services  in  such  offices,  the  annual  salaries  and  daily 

appointments  hereafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  say, 

The  Governor  for  the  time  being,  the  sura  of  two  thousand  pounds 
per  annum. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of 
Governor,  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  the  constitution,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  Se- 
nate, when  he  shall  not  exercise  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  the  sum  of  twenty-two  shil- 
lings and  six  pence  per  diem.  C°J 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-two shillings  and  six  pence,  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the 
House  of  Representatives.  CpJ 

The  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
spectively, the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings,  for  every  day  they  shall  at- 
tend upon  their  respective  duties,  fqj 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
,     sand  pounds  per  annum,  and  thirty  shillings  per  day,  whilst  on  the 
circuit,  as  a  full  allowance  for  all  travelling  expenses. 

The  Assistant  Judges  of  the  same  court,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  respectively,  and  thirty  shillings  per  day,  whilst 
on  the  circuit,   as  a  full  allowance  for  all  travelling  expenses,  frj 

[The  three  Associate  Judges  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals,  six  dollars,  for  every  day  they  shall  attend  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  said  court.] 

The  President  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  that  circuit, 
which  shall  include  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  pounds  per  annum  j  C^J  ^^^  the  other  presidents  of 
the  several  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
■per  annum,  respectively,    ft  J 


r.This  court 


foj  Increased  one  dollar  per  diem, 
^ORt.  chap.  1665,  8th  April,  1793. 

fpj  Increased  one  dollar  per  diem, 
ibid. 

CqJ  Increased  one  dollar  per  diem, 
ibid. 

frj  Increased  400  dollars  per  an- 


num, chap.  188",  1995,  4th  April,  1796, 
and  4th  April,  1798. 

fsj  Increased  400  dollars  per  an- 
num, ibid. 

ft  J  Increased  266  dollars  66  cents, 
ibid. 
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The  judges  of  the  said  courts,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  per  an-     1791. 
num,  respectively,  fuj  ^..-^^-.^ 

The  Attorney- General,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
per  annum,    fxj  ^ 

The  Treasurer  of  the  state,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

The  Surveyor- General,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum. 

[The  Receiver- General  of  the  Land-Office,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum.] 

[The  Comptroller-General,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  per  [These  offi. 
annum.  ces  aboUiU- 

The  Register-General,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num.] 

[The   clerks  of  the   Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  re-  [Kepeaied 
spectively,  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  for  every  day  they  shall  at-  by  ann^i' 
tend  upon  their  respective  duties,  with  such  further  occasional  al-  dbiu" pl)^* 
lowances   for  assistants   and  extraordinary  services,  as  each  house,  1794^ chap, 
respectively,  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary.]  "«.i 

[The  sergeants-at-arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa* 
tives,  respectively,  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  for  every  day  they  shall 
attend  upon  the  duties  of  their  several  stations. 

[And  the  door-keepers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, respectively,  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every  day  they  shall 
attend  upon  the  duties  of  their  several  stations.] 

Sect.  ii.    Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Travelling 
every  member  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  fhe  members 
shall  be  further  allowed,  once  in  each  sitting  of  the  General  Assem-  *°  ^^  ?«<>• 
bly,  the  sum  of  nine  pence  for  each  mile  he  shall  travel  in  coming 
to,  and  returning  from  the  Legislature. 

Sec-t.  III.    Be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  g^  .^ 
That  a  further  annual  allowance  shall  also  be  made  to  the  public  of-  allowed  for 
ficers  hereafter  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  a  clerk  or        '' 
clerks  in  their  respective  offices ;  that  is  to  say, 

[To  the   Surveyor-General,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  PAitered, 
pounds  per  annum.  '  time.by sfib^ 

To  the   Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  the  sum  of  two  hundi'ed  la^"!?'^ 
and  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Land-Office,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Comptroller- General,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  per  annum. 

To  the  Register-General,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
per  annum. 

("uj  The   compensation  of  the  As-  fxJ    The  Attorney-General  to  re- 
sistant Judges  of  the  county  of  Phila-  ceive   the  usual  fees  in  his  office.     See 
delphia,   is    increased   120   dollars  per  post.  chaj).  l62iJ,  4th  April,  1792  Y'^''^^* 
annum,    and  of  other  Assistant  Judges  to  Jonner  edition. J 
throughout  the   state  60  dtUars,     See 
post.  chap.  1665. 
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And  to  the  State  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  per 
annum.] 

Sect.  iv.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
besides  the  allowances  already  made  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
there  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Governor  a  discretionary  power,  (on 
appiicatidn  of  the  officers  of  the  before  mentioned  departments,)  to 
sanction  the  employment  of  additional  clerks,  whenever  the  urgent 
business  of  the  offices  requires  it ;  provided  the  whole  amount  of  the 
expense  thereof  does  not  exceed  the  following  sums,  in  the  respec- 
tive offices  : 

In  that  of  the  Surveyor-General,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  pounds. 

Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
pounds. 

[Of  the  Receiver- General,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  pounds.] 

[Of  the  Treasurer,*  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fift}'  pounds.] 

[Of  the  Comptroller- General,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds.] 

[Of  the   Register-General,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  pounds.] 

And  the  faith  ol  the  state  is  hereby  pledged  to  provide  for  the 
increased  expenses,  incurred  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement. 

Sect.  v.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  salaries  and  allowances,  respectively,  shall  commence 
trom  the  passing  of  this  act,  except  the  following,  which  shall  re- 
spectively commence  from  the  several  periods  hereafter  mentioned  ; 
that  is  to  say, 

For  the  Governor,  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  December  last. 

For  the  Speaker  and  members  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature, 
and  their  several  officers,  from  the  commencement  of  their  services, 
respectively. 

For  the  Chief  Justice  and  Assistant  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  from  the  respective  dates  of  the  commissions  to  them  grant- 
ed, or  to  be  granted,  by  the  Governor. 

And  for'the  Presidents  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  from  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Passed  13th  April,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  IV.  page  198. 


CHAPTER   MDLXIV. 

An  ACT  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  this  commonwealth^  in 
conformity  to  the  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  constitu- 
tion. CyJ 

WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  respecting  the  courts  of  justice  in  this  common- 
wealth, and  so  to  organize  the  same,  as  to  secure  an  efficient,  safe, 
and  uniform  administration  of  the  laws  :  Therefore, 

CyJ  For  a  general   view  of  the  vari-  courts   of  justice  in  Pennsylvania,   see 

ous  acts    respecting   the  judiciary  de-  1st  vol.  chap.  255,    pag-e    lil,  and    the 

partment,  and  the  many   alterations   in  notes   there   subjoined.     fNof  to  for- 

the  constitution  and  jurisdiction  of  the  mer  edition.J 


te  ms  in  each 
year  J 
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Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives     1 791. 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Peiinsijlvania^  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  *— v— ^ 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^    That  the  Su- The  supreme 
preme  Court  shall  be  established,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  wisLedT' 
same  powers,  as  it  hath  been  heretofore  established  by  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  consistently  with  the  provisions  made  in  and  by 
the  constitution  of  this  state  ;  Provided  nevertheless^  That  from  and  to  hold  three 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  August  next,  there  shall  be  only  three 
terms   of  the  said  court  holden  in  every  year ;  that  is  to  say,  one 
term  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,   Avhich  term  shall  (Fivedis- 
continue  three   weeks,  and  no  longer ),   another  term  beginning  the  wlshld'for 
first  Monday  in  April ;  and  a  third  term  beginning    on   the    first  coun!''%e 
Monday  in  September:  each  of  which  last  mentioned  terms  shall  "o'e  to  chap. 

Ill  i        1      1  1  r    TkT-    •   25*.  vol.  1, 

continue  two  weeks,  and  no  longer  :  And  that  the  courts  or  J\isi  pa,  isi.) 
Prius  shall  be  held  at  such  intermediate  times,  as  the  Justices  of  the  ^"^j*^p"j"  °* 
said  court  shall  judge  most  convenient  for  the  people. 

[Sect.  ii.  And  i>e  it  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  r^^^^^^^^ 
That  in  order  to  render  effectual  the  provisions   made  in  the  said  ^^"''i?''  "?'° 

c  1  1-    1  •  1  ^r  1  !_•  five  districts. 

constitution  tor  establishing  the  courts  ot  common  pleas,  this  com- 
monwealth shall  be  and  hereby  is,  divided  into  five  districts,  or  cir- 
cuits, to  be  limited  as  foUovv  s,   that  is  to  say  j  the    first   circuit  to  .^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
consist  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  oi  24th  FeVy, 

^  ■*  ,  •  .        1806.  rcni^Pa 

Bucks,  Montgomery  and  Delaware;  the  second  circuit  to  consist  2634.)  ten  ° 
of  the    counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster,    York  and    Dauphin  ;  the  tabiished"' 
third  circuit  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Berks,  Northampton,  Lu- 
zerne and  Northumberland  ;  ttie    fourth   circuit   to    consist  of  the 
counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Bedford,  Huntingdon  and  Mif-     / 
flin ;  and  the  fifth  circuit,  or    district,  to   conbist  of  the  counties  of  , 
Westmoreland,  Fayette,  Washington  and  Allegheny.] 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  btj  the  authority  aforesaid^  A- vce^Hmt 
That  in  and  for  each  of  tlie   said  districts,  or  circuits,  a  person  of  poiiue^'is 
knowledge  and  integrity,  skilled  in  the  laws,  shall  be  appointed  and  triaf'^' 
commissioned  by  the  governor,  to  be   President  and  Judge  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Picas  within  such  district,  or  circuit,  and  that  a 
number  of  other  proper  persons,   not  fewer  than  three,  nor  more  number  of 
than  four,  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  Judges  of  the  courts  umited.*^ 
of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  each  and  every  of  the  counties  of  this  (since  redu- 
commonwealth;  which  said  Presidents  and   Judges  shall,  after  the  ^^^-^ 
said  thirty-first  day  of  August  next,  respectively,  have  and  execute  ofthi^uiges^ 
all  and  singular  the  powers,  jurisdictions  and  authorities  of  Judges  *^^' 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  Judges  of  the  courts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  Ceneral    Gaol   Delivery,    Judges   of  the    Orphans' 
courts,  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  iv.    \^Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  to°be  LTden! 
coiu-ts   of  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  (Supplied  by 
be  held  at  the  same  times,  and  in  the  same  places,  as  they  are  now  February. 
held  under  the  subsisting  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  except  the  ^°u.)  ^^' 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  the  courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  which  shall  be  held  at  the  times 
following  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  on  the  first  Tuesdays  in  the 
months  of  February,  May,  August  and.  November,  and  the  said 
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courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  on  the  Mondays  next  preceding  the  first 
Tuesday's  in  the  several  months  aforesaid.] 

Sect.  v.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  President  and  Judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  the  Re- 
gister of  wills,  shall  compose  the  Register's  Court  in  each  county, 
and  shall  have  all  and  singular  the  powers,  jurisdictions  and  autho- 
rities, thereunto  belonging. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Orphans'  Court  shdll  be  held  at  such  stated  times,  as  the 
judges  of  the  said  court,  in  their  respective  counties,  shall  for  each 
year  ordain  and  establish. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaid^ 
That  whensoever  any  person  shall  be  indicted  in  any  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  Gaol  Delivery,  or  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  the  party 
charged  shall  be  at  liberty  to  remove  the  said  indjctment,  and  all 
proceedings  thereupon,  or  a  transcript  thereof  into  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  a  writ  of  certiorari,  or  by  writ  of  error,  as  the  case  may 
require.  Provided  always^  That  no  such  writ  of  certiorari,  or  writ' 
of  error,  shall  issue,  or  be  available  to  remove  the  said  indictment, 
and  proceedings  thereupon,  or  a  transcript  thereof,  or  to  stay  exe- 
cution of  the  judgment  thereupon  rendered,  unless  the  sanae  shall 
be  specially  allowed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  or  one  of  the  justices 
thereof,  upon  sufficient  cause  to  it  or  him  shewn,  or  shall  have  been 
sued  out  with  the  consent  of  the  Attorney-General ;  which  special 
allowance  or  consent  shall  be  in  writing,  and  certified  on  the  said 
writ. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
where  any  suit  shall  be  depending  in  any  court  in  this  common- 
wealth, and  either  of  the  parties  shall  die  before  final  judgment,  the 
executor  or  administrator  of  such  deceased,  who  was  plaintiff,  peti- 
tioner or  defendant,  in  case  the  cause  of  action  doth  by  law  survive, 
shall  have  full  power  to  prosecute  or  defend  such  action  until  final 
judgment,  and  the  defendant  or  defendants  are  hereby  obliged  to 
answer  thereto  accordingly ;  and  the  court  before  whom  such  cause 
may  be  depending  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  hear  and 
determine  the  same,  and  to  render  judgment  for  or  against  the  exe- 
cutor or  adniinistrator,  as  the  case  may  require  ;  and  if  such  execu- 
tor or  administrator,  having  been  duly  served  with  a  scire  facias  or 
citation,  from  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  where  such  suit  is 
depending,  sixty  days  before  the  meeting  thereof,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  become  a  party  to  the  suit,  the  court  may  render  judg- 
ment against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  part}",  in  the  same  manner 
as  it  the  executor  or  administrator  had  voluntarily  made  himself  a 
parly  to  the.  suit ;  and  the  executor  or  administrator,  who  shall  be- 
come a  party  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  motion  to  the  court  where 
the  suit  is  depending,  be  entitled  to  a  continuance  of  the  same  until 
the  next  term  or  time  of  holding  of  the  said  court. 

Sect.  ix.  Be  it  further  eJiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  presidents  and  judges  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  August  next,  severally  have  the  powers  to  issue  writs 
of  habeas  corpus  in  vacation  time,  and  out  of  term,  and  to  give  re- 
lief thereupon  in  the  manner,  and  as  fully,  as  the  president  of  any 


Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  commonwealth  at  present  may  or     1791. 
can  do,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the    ** — v^*^ 
better  securing  personal  liberty,  and  preventing  wrongful  imprison- 
ments." 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^  kd^emTnts 
That  all  acknowledgments  and  probates  of  deeds  and  conveyances  and  probates 
of  and  concerning  any  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  lying  fore  an' asso- 
or  being  in  any  part  of  this  state,  made  and  done  before  any  one  of  al"viiidr 
the  Assistant  or  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
of  any  county  within  this  state,  shall  be  as  effectual  and  available  in 
law,  to   all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  the  same  were 
done  before   one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before 
the   President  of  any  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  this 
commonwealth. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  ajoj-esaid,  how  she. 
That  where  lands  are  sold  by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  under  exe- 
this  state,  by  virtue  of  writs  of  fieri  facias,  levai-i  facias,  or  vendi-  the's"prem? 
tioni  exponas,  issuing  out  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  shall  and  may  ^e"aek"ow- 
be  lawful  for  such  Sheriffs  to  acknowledge  the  execution  of  deeds  ledged. 
of  conveyance  to  the  purchasers  of  such  lands  before  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  one  of  them,  at  their  Court  of  Nisi  Prius 
held  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  such  lands  lie,  and  that  such 
acknowledgments  shall  be  as  good  and  effectual  as  if  the  same  were 
made  before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  bank ;  and  that  ^sJ^^"'^^''  ^ 
whenever   any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  happen  to  [See  vol.  i, 
be   sold  by  virtue  of  writs  of  testatum,  vit  shall  and  may  be  lawful  isi)  kndtte 
for  the   Sheriff,  who  sells  the  same,  to  acknowledge  the  deed  he  "o!^^^  ^'*' 
makes  to  the  buyer  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county 
wherein  the  sale  is  made,  which  shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  as  if 
acknowledged  in  the  county  from  which  the  process  issued. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Power  of 
That  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  rres^xS' 
within  this  commonwealth  shall  have  the  like  power  to  sign  all  judg-  j"dg°men"s"^ 
ments,  and  writs  and  process,  and  to  take  bail  in  all  actions  in  their  &«• 
respective  courts,  as  they  had  for  those  purposes  while  they  were 
Justices  of  the  said  courts,  and,  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  August 
next,  may  as  legally  do  the  same,  as  any  Judge  of  the  same  courts 
may  or  can  do,  affixing  to  all  such  writs  and  process  the  seals  of 
the  said  courts,  respectively;  and  that  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Su-  xheprotho^ 
preme  Court  shall  have  power  to  enter  judgments  confessed,  in  the  suprenfi''"^ 
manner  usually  practised  in  the  said  Supreme  Court,  which  shall  g°g"-u,)Y. 
have  like  obligatory  force,  as   if  the   said  j  udgments  were  signed  mem  by  con- 
with  his   name  ;  and  shall  have  the  like  power  to  take  bail,  in  all 
actions  and  suits  removed  thereto  from  any  court  or  jurisdiction 
within  this  commonwealth,  as  by  law  he  has,  or  may,  or  can  do,  in 
actions  and  suits  originally  commenced  in  the  said  Supreme  Court, 
or  as  any  Justice  of  the  same  court  may  or  can  do  ;  and  that  the  ^^^  pmtho- 
Prothonotaries  and  the  clerks  of  the  said  Courts  of  Record  in  this  notaries  may 
commonwealth  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  administer  oaths,  ^c. 
oaths  and  affirmations,  respectively,  in  conducting  the  business  of 
their  respective  offices,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  any  Judge  or- 
Justice  of  the  courts  aforesaid  might  or  could  do  therein. 
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1791.  Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  writs  and  suits,  as  well  civil  as  criminal,  which,  oa  the 
said  thirty-first  day  of  August,  shall  be  depending  and  undeter- 
mined in  any  court  of  justice  in  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  depending  in  the  same  state,  and  shall  proceed  to  a  final  determi- 
nation, before  the  several  courts  in  this  act  mentioned,  having  either 
original  or  appellant  jurisdiction  therein. 

Sect.  xiv.  And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  judgments 
long  remain  unsatisfied  on  record,  although  the  monies  for  which 
these  judgments  have  been  rendered  are  justly  discharged,  whereby 
defendants  in  such  cases,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  purchasers  of 
real  property,  suffer  much  vexation  and  inconvenience  :  Be  it  enact- 
How  satis-    ed  bu  the  authoritu  aforesaid.  That  from    and  after  the  thirty-first 

faction  to  be     ir«  ^  i  i-  •!• 

enttred  on  day  oi  August  ucxt,  each  and  every  person,  riavmg  received  satis- 
paid'offi"  faction  for  his  or  their  debt  or  damages,  recovered  by  judgment  in 
any  Court  of  Record  within  this  commonwealth,  shall,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  the  action,  or  of  his,  her  or 
their  legal  representatives,  or  other  persons  concerned  in  interest 
therein,  on  payment  of  the  costs  of  suit,  and  on  tender  of  his  rea- 
sonable charges  and  the  costs  of  office  for  entering  satisfaction, 
within  eighty  days  after  such  request  made,  enter  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment  in  the  office  of  the  Prothonotary  of  the  court  where  such 
judgment  was  or  shall  be  entered,  which  shall  for  ever  thereaftei* 
discharge,  defeat  and  release  the  same  ;  and  if  such  person,  having 
Tiegiecr.  received  such  satisfaction,  as  aforesaid,  by  himself,  or  his  attorney, 
shall  not,  within  eighty  days  after  request  and  payment  of  the  costs 
of  suit,  and  tender  of  charges  as  aforesaid,  repair  to  the  said  of- 
fice, and  there  enter  satisfaction,  as  aforesaid,  he,  she  or  they,  re- 
fusing or  neglecting  so  to  do,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  party  or 
parties  aggrieved  any  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  half  of  the 
debt  or  damages  so  adjudged  and  recovered,  to  be  sued  for  and  de- 
manded by  the  defendant,  or  persons  damnified,  in  like  manner  as 
other  debts  are  now  recoverable  by  law  in  this  commonwealth. 
Nojudge  Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

is^ittorn'ey  ^  That  uo  Judge  of  any  Court  of  Record  mentioned  in  this  act  shall 
or  counsel-    practise  as  an  attorney  or  counsellor,  in  any  court  of  justice  in  this 
commonwealth,  or  elsewhere. 

[Sect.  xvi.  And  whereas  it  is  requisite  that  the  good  people  of 
this  commonwealth  should  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  a  competent  ju- 
risdiction within  this  state,  for  the  hearing,  determining  and  judg- 
ing, in  the  last  resort,  upon  complaints  of  error  at  common  law,  and 
also  that   a  competent  Court  of  Appeals  should  be  provided  within 
the  same,  for  reviewing,  reconsidering  and  correcting  the  decrees 
whenwiit    ^^^  sentences  of  the  several  Register's  Courts  :    Be  it  therefore 
«f  erwr.or  eTiocted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Thdt  when  any  final  judgment 
be  '^"o"B^t    shall  be  hereafter  given  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  any  suit  or  action, 
Court  of  Er.  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  or  when  any  final  decree  or  sentence  shall 
peauf*     ^  be  pronounced  by  any  Register's  Court,  the  party  or  parties,  his, 
her  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  against  whom  such 
judgment,  decree  or  sentence  shall  be  given,  may  sue  forth,  in  the 
case  of  a  complaint  of  error  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a  writ  of  error, 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  under  the  less  seal  of 
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the  commonwealth,  dh-ected  to  the  Chief  Justice,  or  other  Justice    i79t, 
or  Justices  of  the  said  court,  commanding  him  or  them  to  cause  tlie  ^  ■*>  -^ 
record,  and  all  other  things  concerning  the  judgment  complained  of, 
to  be   brought  before  the  court  herein  after  mentioned  and  consti- 
tuted ;  and  in  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  definitive  sentence  or  de-  (Repeaiea.) 
cree  of  any  Register's  Court,  the  appellant  or  appellants  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  shall  have  his,  her  or  their  appeal  to  the  High  Court  of 
Errors  and  Appeals  herein  after  constituted.] 

[Sect.  xvii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  High  court 
That  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Presidents  of  the  se-  appea^rh^ir 
veral  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  five  districts,  or  circuits,  (Repeai^^ 
aforesaid,  together  with  three  other  persons  of  known  legal  abilities, 
to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  during  good  behaviour,  and  re- 
movable from  office  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  now  are,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  Court 
of  Record,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  High  Court  of  Er- 
rors and  Appeals ;  which  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals, 
or  any  five  or  more  of  the  Justices  composing  the  same,  shall  have  po^^ersof 
power  and  authority  to  examine  all  such  errors,  as  shall  be  assigned  ^^  "''*^ 
or  found  in  or  upon  any  such  judgment  given  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  thereupon  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  same  judgment,  as  the  course 
of  the  common  law  and  justice  shall  require,  other  than  for  errors 
to  be  assigned  for  want  of  form  in  any  writ,  return,  plaint,  bill,  de- 
claration, or  other  pleading,  process,  verdict,  or  proceeding  what- 
soever; and  that  after  the  said  judgment  shall  be  affirmed,  or  re- The  recora 
versed,  the  record  and  proceedings,  and  all  things  concerning  the  ^^''^ '"^'^'' 
same,  shall  be  remitted  into  the  said  Supreme  Court,  to  the  end  that 
such  further  proceedings  may  be  had  thereon,  as  well  for  execution 
as  otherwise,  as  to  justice  shall  appertain;  and  the  said  High  Court 
of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  receive,  hear  and  decide  all  such  appeals 
from  the  Register's  Courts,  as  aforesaid.     Provided  always^  That  proviso, 
such  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  such  of  the  Presi*- 
dents  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  who  shall  have  heard  and 
determined,  or  given  any  judgment,  in  any  of  the  causes  removed 
or  brought  by  writ  of  error,  or  by  appeal,  into  the  said  High  Court 
of  Erroi-s  and  Appeals,  shall  be  excluded  from  sitting,  judicially, 
on  the  hearing  of  the   same  cause  or  controversy  in  the  said  High 
Court  of   Errors  and  Appeals.     Provided  nevertheless^  That  no  Proviso, 
such  writ  of  error  shall  be  granted,  nor  any  appeal  allowed,  as  afore- 
said, unless  an   affidavit  be   filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  High 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  made  by  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in 
error,  or  the  appellant  or  appellants,  or  his,  her  or  their  agent  or 
attorney  in  fact,  attesting,  that  the  matter  in  controversy  exceeds  the 
value  of  four  hundred  dollars  :    And  the  plaintiff  in  error,  or  ap-  The  plaintiff 
pellant,  or   in  case  of  his,  her  or  their  absence,  then  his,  her  or  aupeiTani!^ 
their  agent  or  attorney  in  fact,  shall  enter  into  recognizance  to  the  in^'rec^  i-" 
defendant  in  error,  or  appellee,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  dou-  zancetopro. 
ble  the  sum,  or  double  the  \'alue  in  dispute,  conditioned  to  prose- 
cute his,  her  or  their  writ  of  error,  or  appeal,  with  effect  in  the  said 
High  Court  of  Errors  and  Ajjpeals,  and  that  if  the  judgment  or 
decree  shall  be  affirmed,  or  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  error,  or 
appellant,  shall  fail  to  prosecute  his,  her  ox  their  suit  with  effect, 
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1791.     then  to  satisfy  the  condemnation  money,  together  with  damages,  ot- 
'—"YJ^    otherwise  abide    he  judgment  in  error,  or  decree  in  appeal,  with 
double  costs;  which  said  recognizance  shall  be  taken  before  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before  the  Register  for  the 
probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  administration,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  subscribed  by  such  Judge  or  Register ;  but  if  the  said 
judgment  or  decree  shall  be  reversed,  each  party  shall  pay  his,  her 
or  their  own  costs  in  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals ; 
and  until  such  security  shall  ;)e  given,  the  power,  authority  or  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Supreme  Court  or  Register's  Court,  respectively, 
shall  not  be  suspended.] 
Bepoaitions        Sect.  XVIII.  And  hc  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
theiTgisfer  That  upou  the  hearing  of  anv  cause  litigated  before  the  said  Reffis- 

to  be  part  of  ,  ^  ,         ,  V  .  >     ,  °,       .  •        i     i 

the  proceed-  tcr  s  court,  the  clcpositions  oi  the  several  Witnesses  exammed  there- 
appeal"  &c.  in  shall  be  taken  in  writing,  and  made  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
cause,  upon  which  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  may 
reverse  the  decree  of  the  said  Register's  courts,  for  any  error  arising 
either  in  law  or  fact,  or  afSrm  the  same,  according  to  the  merits  and 
Proviso.      justice  of  the  case  :  Provided  ahvays^  That  if  the  Register's  court, 
upon  a  dispute  upon  facts  arising  before  them,  shall  send  an  issue 
into  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county,  to  try  the  said  facts, 
which  they  shall  do  at  the  request  of  either  party,  and  a  verdict  es- 
tablishing the  said  facts  be  returned,  the  said  facts  shall  not  be  re-ex- 
pagrsg?]'  ^'  ^^""^hied  on  appeal;*  and  that  no  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  said 
Register's  courts,  concerning  the  validity  of  a  will,  or  the  right  to  ad- 
minister, shall  stay  the  proceedings  or  prejudice  the  acts  of  any  exe- 
cutor or  administrator  pending  the  same,  provided  the  executor 
shall  give  sufficient  security  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  will  and 
testament  to  the  register ;  but  in  case  of  refusal  the  said  register  is 
hereby  directed  to  grant  letters  of  administration  during  the  dispute, 
which  shall  suspend  the  power  of  such  executor  during  that  time. 
The  High  [Sect.  XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  oforesaid^ 

Ji^^'^andAp.That  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  sit  in  the  city 
peai-^wiien    of  Philadelphia,  at  least  once  in  every  year;  that  is  to  say,  on  the 
how  adjourn,  sccoud  Monday  in  the  month  of  July;  and  if  there  be  any  causes 
epeae  .     {Jept^jj^jj^g^  the  Said  court  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  require  and  compel  the  attendance  of  sheriffs,  coroners, 
constables,  and  other  ministerial  officers,  as  fully  as  any  court  in 
this  commonwealth  can  or  may  do.] 
Writs 'of  er.      Sect.  XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ror,&i:.tobe  That  no  fine  or  common  recovery,  nor  any  judgment  in  any  real, 
withinseven  personal  or  mixed  action,  nor  any  appeal  from  the  said  Register's 
courts,  shall  be  avoided,  or  reversed,  for  any  defect  or  error  there- 
in, unless  the  v/rit  of  error  be  commenced,  or  the  appeal  brought 
and  prosecuted  with  effect,   within  seven  years  after  such  fines  le- 
vied, common  recovery  suftered,  judgment  signed,  or  entered  of  re- 
.  cord,  or  decree  be  pronounced  :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  any 

Proviso,  as  ,         .  1     ,,    1  •  T     1  1  •        r  ^ 

to  persons     pcrsoii,  WHO  IS,  Or  shall  be,  entitled  to  any  such  writ  oi  error  or 

SabHiuel   appeal,    as  aforesaid,    shall,    at  the  time  such  title  accrued,    be 

within  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  covert,  non  compos  mentis,  in 

prison,  or  out  of  th.i  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that 

then  such  person,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
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(notMathstandingthe  said  seven  years  be  expired)  shall  and  may  bring     1 791 . 
his,  her  and  their  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  for  the  reversing  of  such  fine,   ^  -v*»^ 
recovery  or  judgment,  so  as  the  same  be  done  within  five  years  af- 
ter his  or  her  full  age,  discoverture,  coming  to  sound  mind,  enlarge- 
ment out  of  prison,  or  return  into  some  one  of  the  United  States       \ 
of  America,  but  not  afterwards,  nor  otherwise.  \ 

Sect.  xxi.  [And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Payofthe^ 
That  each  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  associated  Vvrith  the  associate 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  presidents  of  the  Courts  of  thiscomt. 
Common  Pleas  as  judges  of  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals, shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  six  dollars  for  each  day  they  (^^p^^'^-^ 
shall  attend  upon  the  business  of  the  said  court,  for  which  the  go- 
vernor shall  draw  warrants  upon  the  state  treasurer,   countersigned 
by  the  Comptroller- General  and  Register-General.] 

Sect.  xxii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  an  High  tbrmer°aw!^ 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,"  passed  the  twenty-eighth   day  of  faws'^suf!  °' 
February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  p^J.^'^  ''^  '^'^ 
so  much  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  is  hereby  alter- 
ed or  supplied,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  made 
void :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  all  such  writs  of  error  and  ap-  proviso, 
peals,  which  have  been  heretofore  brought,  and  were  depending  (obsolete.; 
and  undetermined  in  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  at 
the  time  of  making  and  declaring  the  amendments  and  alterations 
of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  held  to  be  de- 
pending in  the  same  state,  and  shall  be  determined  by  the  justices 
of  the  said  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  established  by  this 
act,  in  the  same  manner  as  writs  of  error  and  appeals  hereafter  to  be 
brought  and  returned  into  the  said  court.] 

Passed  13th  April,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  201. 


CHAPTER  MDLXVI. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  [Vashington  into 
a  separate  county.'''* 

WHEREAS  in  and  by  the  act,entitled,  "  An  Act  for  erecting  ^ Ante.  chai>. 
certain  parts  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington  in-  pat^'J^^gj'* 
to  a  separate  county,"  the  trustees  therein  named,  or  an}'  three 
of  them,  were  authorized,  within  five  years  after  the  time  of 
passing  the  said  act,  to  make  choice  of  any  of  the  lots  set  apart 
for  public  buildings  in  the  resei-ved  tract  opposite  to  the  town 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  thereon  to  erect  a  court-house  and  prison,  suffi- 
cient to  accommodate  the  public  business  of  the  said  county :  And 
whereas  it  has  been  repi-esented  to  the  legislature  by  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  that  from  a  vai'iety  of  causes  it 
would  be  highly  inconvenient  to  erect  the  said  public  buildings  in 
the  situation  proposed,  and  therefore  they  have  prayed  the  legisla- 
ture to  cause  the  same  to  be  erected  in  the  town  of  Pittsburgh  : 


purpose. 


36 

1791.    And  whereas  the  reasons  alleged  for  so  doing  appear  to  be  forcible 
«— -v--^   and  conclusive  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Comynoriwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Hepea/ofa   viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  so 
forff«;ractin  j^^^j,]^  Qf  jj^g  gj^jj-j  ^.cX.  of  Assembly,  as  authorizes  the  trustees  there- 
in named,  or  any  of  them,  to  erect  a  court-house  and  prison  on  any 
part  of  the  reserved  tract  opposite  to  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Trustees  ap.      Sect.  II.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  George 
pointed  to     Wallace,  Devereux  Smith,  William  Elliot,  Jacob  Bousman  and  John 
fot  for  that    Wilkins,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  purchase,and  take  assurance  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
monwealth, for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  of 
some  convenient  piece  of  ground  in  the  said  town  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
thereupon  to  erect  a  court-house  and  prison,  sufficient  for  the  pub- 
lic purposes  of  the  said  county;  for  which  end  they  shall  be  invested 
with  the  like  powers,  and  entitled  to  call  upon  the  commissioners  of 
the  said  county  for  the  same  sum  of  money,   as  in  and  by  the  said 
act  was  directed,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such  buildings  upon 
the  said  reserved  tract,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not^ 
withstanding. 

Passed  13tli  April,  1791. — Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  210. 


CHAPTER  MDLXX. 

An  ACT  ratifying  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  first 
amendment  proposed  by  Congress  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  : 

(Ante.  chap.  WHEREAS  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  constltu- 

pagewi.'f'  tibn  of  the  United  States,  certain  articles,  in  addition  to  and  amend- 
ment of  the  said  constitution,  have  been  proposed  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states ;  And  whereas  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, having  maturely  deliberated  thereupon,  have  resolved  to 
adopt  and  ratify  the  article  hereafter  mentioned,  as  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ; 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the 
following  article,  in  addition  to  and  amendment  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  proposed  by  the  Congress  there- 
of, viz. 
aatificatioh       "  Article  the  first.     After  the  first  enumeration  required  by  the 
ir.en"t^to  the'  fi^st  article  of  the  constitution,  there  shall  be  one  representative  for 
cFthi  u!  s"  ^very  thirty  thousand,  until  the  number  shall  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred ;  after  which  the  proportion  shall  be  so  regulated  by  congress, 
that  there  shall  be  not  less  than  one  hundred  representatives,  nor 
less  than   one   representative   for  every    forty  thousand  persons, 
tiiXtil  the  number  of  representatives  shall  amount  to  two  hundred  j- 
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after  whrch  the  proportion   shall  be  so    regulated   by    congress,     1791. 

that  there  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hundred  representatives,    nor    ^-^v— ^ 

more  than  one  representative  for  every  fifty  thousand  persons,"  be, 

and  it  is  hereby,  ratified,  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to 

become,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the 

several  states,  pait  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Massed  21st  September,  1791.-— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  214.  fzj 

,  >"^ 
CzJ  See  an  act  passed  6th  February,  1811,  adopting  an  amendment  respect- 
ing titles  of  nobility,  pensions,  &c, 


CHAPTER  MDLXXL 

Jtji  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  every  act  or  acts  of  assembly  of  this 
state^  as  relates  to  the  collection  of  excise  duties. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enactedby  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives    of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same..  That,  so  Repeal  of 
much  of  every  act  or  acts  of  assembly,  as  authorize  the  collection  [^^ff"** 
of  any  duty  or  duties  upon  wine,  rum,  brandy,  or  other  spirituous 
liquors,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sect.  ii.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  hm  not  v 
aforesaid^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  con-  prio"duti« 
strued  to  prevent  the  recovery  of  all  such  duties   upon  the  said  ar-  °^e°'^'^'" 
tides,  as  are  now  due  to  the  commonwealth,  nor  to  release  or  take 
away  any  forfeiture  or  penalty,  which  any  person  or  persons  may 
have  incurred  by  reason  of  the  said  acts  of  assembly  ;    but  that  all 
prosecutions  commenced,  or  which  may  be  commenced  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  may  be  prosecuted  to  as  full  effect,  as  if  such  acts, 
qr  parts  thereof,  had  not  been  repealed. 

Passed  21st  September,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  215. 


CHAPTER  MDLXXII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  Penal  Laxvsofthis  state. 

"WHEREAS  by  the  alteration  of  the  time  of  holding  the  su-  (See  vol.  i, 
preme  court,  it  is  become  difficult  to  execute  that  part  of  the  act  ?hf  no?es^ 
of  the  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  which  prescribes  lnd'^^o°!2, 
the  form  of  outlawries,  and  it  is  expedient  that  further  provisions  andVe*^^' 
should  be  made  relative  thereto,  than  are  contained  in  the  former  notes  there- 
act  of  assembly  made  on  that  subject : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  commomuealth  of  Pen?isylvafiia^  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enactedby  the  authority  of  t/ie  same^ 
That  if  any  person,  who  hath  been  or  shall  be  legally  indicted,  in  Process  to 
any  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  within  this  commonwealth,  of ''"''*^'7- 
treason,  felony  of  death,  robbery,  burglary,  sodotny,  or  buggery,  or 
as  access^ies  before  th.e  f^ct  to  any  of  die  js»;ne  offences,  did  not  ox 


1791. 


Capias  to 
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will  not  appear  to  answer  to  such  indictment,  or,  having  appeared, 
shall  escape  before  trial,  and  the  same  indictment,  record  and  pro- 
ceedings, shall  be  removed  by  writ  of  certiorari  into  the  supreme 
court  of  this  commonwealth,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  same 
court  to  award  a  writ  of  capias,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  count)'^ 
where  the  fact  shall  be  charged  to  have  been  committed ;  and  if 
the  party  indicted  shall  be  supposed  by  the  indictment  to  inhabit,  or 
be  conversant  in,  any  other  countv,  then  also  to  the  sheriff  of  such 
county  ;  which  writ  or  writs  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  sheriff 
or  sheriffs,  at  least  two  months  before  the  day  of  the  return  thereof, 
commanding  the  said  sheriff  or  sheriffs,  to  take  the  person  so  in- 
dicted as  aforesaid,  if  he  or  she  may  be  found  in  his  or  their  baili- 
wicks, and  him  safely  keep,  so  that  he  may  have  his  or  her  body 
before  the  justices  of  the  said  supreme  court,  at  the  next  supreme 
court  to  be  holden  for  the  said  commonwealth,  to  answer  to  the  said 
indictment,  or  prosecute  his  or  her  traverse  thereupon,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  to  be  further  dealt  with  as  the  law  shall  direct ;  and  if 
the  same  sheriff  or  sheriffs  shall  make  return  to  the  same  writ  or 
writs  of  capias,  that  the  person  indicted  as  aforesaid  cannot  be  found 
in  his  bailiwick,  then,  after  such  return,  a  second  writ  of  capias  may 
issue  out  of  the  said  supreme  court,  and  be  delivered,  at  least  three 
months  before  the  return  day  thereof,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
where  the  fact  shall  be  charged  to  have  been  committed ;  and  in 
case  the  party  shall  be  supposed  by  the  indictment  to  inhabit,  or  be 
conversant  in,  any  other  county,  then  another  writ  of  capias  shall 
also  issue,  and  be  delivered,  at  least  three  months  before  the  return 
day  thereof,  to  the  sheriff  of  such  county ;  which  writ  or  writs  of 
capias  shall  be  returnable  before  the  justices  of  same  court,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  second  term  next  after  the  teste  of  the  said  second 
writ  of  capias,  so  that  a  term  shall  intervene  between  the  teste  and 
return  days  of  the  same  writ  or  writs,  whereby  the  said  sheriff  or 
sheriffs  shall  be  commanded  to  take  the  said  person,  so  indicted  as 
aforesaid,  if  he  or  she  may  be  found  in  his  or  their  bailiwicks,  and 
him  or  her  safely  keep,  so  that  he  may  have  his  or  her  body  before 
the  justices  of  the  said  supreme  court,  at  the  day  of  the  return  there- 
of, to  answer  or  prosecute  his  or  her  traverse  as  aforesaid ;  biit  if 
he  or  she  cannot  be  found  in  his  or  their  bailiwicks,  then  to  cause 
public  proclamation  to  be  made  on  three  several  days,  in  one  of  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  for  the  said 
counties,  respectively,  betvv'een  the  teste  and  return  days  of  the 
same  writ  or  writs,  that  the  party  so  indicted  shall  appear  before 
the  said  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  at  a  Supreme  Court 
to  be  holden  at  the  time  and  place  contained  in  the  same  writs,  to 
answer  such  indictment,  or  prosecute  his  or  her  traverse  thereof,  as 
the  case  may  be,  or,  through  default  thereof,  he  or  she  will  at  the 
return  of  the  same  writ  or  writs  be  outlawed,  and  attainted  of  the 
crime  whereof  he  or  she  was  indicted  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  se- 
cond writ  of  capias,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  where  the 
crime  hath  been  or  shall  be  charged  to  have  been  committed,  shall' 
contain  a  iurther  clause,  commanding  the  same  sheriff,  in  case  the 
person  indicted  as  aforesaid  cannot  be  found  in  his  bailiwick,  to 
cause  public  advertisement  to  be  made  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
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newspapers  of  this  state,  once  a  week,  in  six  succeeding  weeks  be-    lT91i 
tween  the  teste  and  return  of  the  said  second  writ  of  capias,  speci-   ^— v— ^ 
fying  therein  the  coming  of  the  said  second  writ  of  capias  to  his 
hands,  with  the  teste  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place  of  return  to  be 
made  thereof,  naming  the  person  indicted  as  aforesaid,  with  his  or 
her  addition  of  degree,  mystery  and  place  of  abode,  as  contained  in 
the  writ,  stating  the  nature  of  the  offence  charged  against  him  or 
her,  and   commanding  him  or  her  to  appear  before  the  justices  of 
the  said   supreme  court,  at  the  day  and  place  directed  by  die  said 
second  writ  of  capias,  to  answer  to  the  said  indictment,  or  prosecute 
his  or  her  traverse  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  or,  through  default 
thereof  at  the   return  of  the  said  second  writ  of  capias,  he  or  she 
will  be  outlawed,  and  attainted  of  the  crime  whereof  he  or  she  shall 
have  been  indicted  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  vipon  tlie  i-eturn  of  the  same  cogrtto 
writ  or  writs  last  mentioned  by  the  said  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs,  that  the  pronounce^ 
directions  of  the  said  writ  or  writs  had  been  fully  complied  with  defendant 
and  pursued,  and  the  person  indicted  as  aioresaid  shall  not  yield  peao^&cf^ 
himself  or  herself  to  one  of  the  said  Sheriffs,  so  that  he  may  have 
his  or  her  body  before  the  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  at 
the  day  and  place  as  directed  by  the  said  writ  or  writs,  or,  having 
surrendered  himself  or  herself,  shall  escape  from  his  custody,  or, 
having  been  bailed  on  his  or  her  surrender  or  caption,  shall  not  ap- 
pear, so  that,  through  want  of  his  or  her  appearance  at  the  time  and 
place  the  said  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  for  his  or  her  trial,  no 
trial  of  his  or  her  offence  can  be  had,  the  Justices  of  the  said  Su- 
preme Court  shall,  in  either  of  these  cases,  pronounce  and  declare  How  judg- 
the  said  person,  indicted  as  aforesaid,  and  not  appearing  at  the  time  "ronounced, 
and  place  appointed  for  his  or  her  trial  as  aforesaid,  to  be  outlawed,  s*'^- 
and  attainted  of  the   crime  whereof  he  or  she  shall  have  been  in- 
dicted as  aforesaid,  the   same  Supreme  Court  taking  care  to  pro- 
nounce  and   declare  the  judgment  of  outlawry  against  the  principal 
offender,  previously  to  the  declaration  of  outlawry  against  the  ac- 
cessary, against  whom,  in  all  other  respects,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  punish- 
carry  on  the  proceedings  together;  and  at  the  same  time  the  said""""^' 
Supreme  Court  shall  declare  the  legal  punishment   for  the  same  imprison- 
crime ;  and   wherever   imprisonment  shall  be  part  of  the  sentence  ^j^'com!^*^" 
for  any  of  the  said  offences,  the  term  thereof  shall  commence  from  '"«»'=e. 
the  time  the   person  outlawed  shall,  subsequent  to  his  or  her  out- 
lawry, actvially  be  in  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  where 
the  offence  was  or  shall  be  committed,  which  sentence  shall  be  fully 
and   particularly  entered   upon  the  records   of  the  said  Suprv;me 
Court ;  and  the  said  sentence  of  outlawry  shall  have  the  legal  effect  ^uTiawry. 
of  a  judgment  upon  verdict,  or  confession,  against  the  person  so 
outlawed,  for  the  offence  whereupon  he  or  she  shall  have  been  out- 
lawed, unless  and  until  the  same  outlawry  shall  be  afterwards  avoid- 
ed by  the  judgment  of  the  same  court,  on  plea  pleaded  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  writ  of  error. 

Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aiithoritii  aforesaid.  Proceeding 
Thas  when  any  person  outlawed  as  aioresaid  shall  be  taken,  either  eeutum  on 
by  capias  utlagatum,  or  otherwise,  or,  being  in  the  Sheriff's  custody,  ^"'^'^^^"T' 
shall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  court  shall, 
upon  the  suggestion  .and  prayer  of  the  Attornev- General,  award 

■■* 
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execution  to  be  done  upon  him  or  her,  unless  the  prisoner  shali 
plead,  either  ore  tenus,  or  in  writing,  as  his  or  her  counsel  shall 
advise,  that  he  or  she  was  not  the  person  who  was  outlawed,  or 
shall  assign  errors  in  fact  or  in  law,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  award 
ojf  execution ;  in  which  case  the  court  shall  proceed  to  determine 
the  same,  either  by  an  inquest,  or  by  their  own  judgment,  agreea- 
bly to  law,  and  the  prisoner  shall  by  such  plea  have  all  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  all  legal  matters  in  his  or  her  favour,  as  if  he  or  she 
had  brought  a  writ  of  error,  and  had  assigned  the  several  matters 
pleaded  as  errors.  Provided  always  nevertheless^  and  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  outlawed 
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"fIe''^iSm  shall,  within  the  space  of  one  year  next  after  the  outlawry  pro 
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nounced  against  him  or  her,  yield  him  or  herself  to  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  offer  to  traverse  the  indictment 
whereon  the  said  outlawry  shall  be  pronounced  as  aforesaid,  that 
then  he  or  she  shall  be  received  to  the  same  traverse,  and  being 
thereupon  found  not  guilty,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  of  the  of- 
fence for  which  he  or  she  shall  have  been  outlawed  as  aforesaid,  he 
or  she  shall  be  clearly  acquitted  and  discharged  of  the  said  outlawry, 
and  of  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  reason  of  the  same,  as  fully 
;^s  if  no  such  outlawry  had  been  had,  any  thing  herein  before  con- 
tained  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  proceedings  to  outlawry 
shall  be  bonie  and  paid  by  the  county  where  the  crime  is  laid  to 
have  been  committed.  Provided  always^  That  if  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  outlawed  shall  have  real  or  personal  estate,  the  same,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  sold,  by  warrant  from 
the  commissioners  of  the  said  county,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  such 
sales  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  said  costs  and  charges, 
or  so  far  as  the  same  shall  extend,  in  exoneration  of  the  county. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
so  much  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  advance- 
ment of  justice,  and  more  certain  administration  thereof,"  as  ex- 
tends the  British  statute  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
James  the  First,  chapter  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  against  conjura- 
tion, witchcraft,  and  dealing  with  evil'and  wicked  spirits,"  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sect.  v.  And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  persons,  from  obsti- 
nacy, may  on  their  arraignment  refuse  to  plead  to  indictments  or 
informations  found  or  exhibited  against  them,  or  challenge  more  of 
the  persons  summoned  as  jurors  on  their  trials,  than  they  are  legally 
entitled  to,  and  it  being  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  justice, 
that  such  obstinacy  should  subject  any  person  to  capital  or  other 
punishment,  where  all  the  effects  of  a  plea  may  be ,  otherwise  ob- 
tained, and  the  illegal  challenge  be  over-ruled.  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  prisoner  shall,  upon 
his  or  her  arraignment  for  any  capital  or  inferior  offence,  stand  mute, 
or  not  answer  directly,  or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  above  the 
number  of  persons  summoned  as  jurors  for  his  or  her  trial,  to  which 
he  or  she  is  by  law  entitled,  the  plea  of  not  guilty  shall  be  entered 
for  him  or  her  on  the  record,  the  supernumerary  challenges  shall 
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be  disregarded,  and  the  trial  shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner,  as    1791. 
if  he  or  she  had  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  for  his  or  her  trial  had  put   '^— v"— ' 
himself  or  herself  upon  the  country,  any  law,  custom  or  usage,  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in   any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  vi.  And  whereas  it  sometimes  happens  that  bastard  chil- 
dren, begotten  out  of  the  state,  are  born  within  the  state,  and  others, 
begotten  within  one  of  the  counties  of  the  state,  are  born  in  another 
county,  and  difficulties  have  arisen  about  the  place  of  trial ;  and  it 
is  reasonable  and  just  that  the  reputed  fathers  of  bastard  children 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  their  maintenance :  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  the  latter  case,  the  pro-  Bastardy 
secution  of  the  reputed  father  shall  be  in  the  county  where  the  bas-  ^°'^^p""'*''" 
tard  child  shall  be  bom,  and  the  like  sentence  shall  be  passed,  as  if 
the  bastard  child  had  been  or  shall  have  been  begotten  within  the 
same  count)^ ;  and  in  the  former  case,  to  Avit,  of  a  bastard  child 
begotten  out  of  the  state,  and  born  within  the  state,  the  like  sen- 
tence shall  be  passed,  except  in  the  imposition  of  a  fine  or  corporal 
punishment,  in  lieu  thereof,  which  part  of  the  sentence  shall  be 
omitted. 

Sect.  vii.  Whereas  it  is  unequal  and  unjust  to  offer  an  alterna- 
tive for  the  punishment  of  offences,  whereby  the  wealthy  can  be  ex- 
onerated from  corporal  and  infamous  punishments,  to  which  the  in- 
digent must  be  exposed  :    Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  ^^^"'^p^ijjj^ 
against  adultery  and  fornication,"  as  declares  that  whipping,  impri-  ed. 
sonment  at  hard  labour,  or  branding,  shall  or  may  be  a  part  of  the 
sentence,  on  conviction  of  adultery,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed; 
and  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  all  cases  of  con- 
viction for  adultery,  a  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  shall  be  im- 
posed, and  in  addition  thereto,  the  offender  shall  be  imprisoned  for  "Seevoi.i, 
anytime  not  exceeding  twelve,  nor  less  than  three  months.*  pa^zT.ciap. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  Accessaries 
aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  of  felony  of  death,  robbery  and  bur-  \l'^  i'"'"'*'' 
glary,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  punish  the  receivers  of  such 
felons,  robbers  and  burglars,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  although 
the  principal  felon,  robber,  or  burglar,  cannot  be  taken,  so  as  to  be 
prosecuted  and  tried  for  said  offences,  which  conviction  and  sen- 
tence of  the  said  receivers  shall  exempt  them  from  being  prose- 
cuted as  accessaries  after  the  fact,  in  case  the  principal  felon,  rob- 
ber, or  burglar,  shall  be  afterwards  taken  and  convicted. 

Sect.  ix.  And  whereas  it  is  reasonable  and  just,  that  restitution 
of  goods  stolen  by  robbers  and  burglars,  or  of  their  value,  should 
be  made  to  the  lawful  owners,  before  any  forfeitures  to  the  public 
should  take  place  :  Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  wherever  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  convicted  of  Re-ti£ut,or. 
robbery  or  burglary,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  ordered  to  re-  go<^"''how 
store  to  the  lawful  owner  or  owners  the  goods  and  chattels  so  stolen,  w  be  made. 
or  to  pay  to  him,  her  or  them,  the  full  value  thereof,  or  of  so  much 
thereof  as   shall  not  be  restored,  and  the  forfeiture  of  his,  her  or 
their  lands  and  chattels  shall  only  extend  to  the  residue  thereof,  af- 
ter such  restitution  made  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  owner  or  owners  of 
goods  and  chattels,  stolen  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  like  remedy  for 
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1 791.    restitution,  by  executions  issued  by  the  court  in  which  the  attainders 
'-  ^  -^   shall  be  had,  as   is  provided  by  an  act  of  Assembly  in  the  case  of 
conviction  of  larceny,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  advancement  of  jus- 
tice, and  more  certain  administration  thereof." 

Sect.  x.  And  whereas  persons  accused  of  burglary,  robbery  or 
larceny,  frequently  have  stolen  goods  in  their  possession,  the  owners 
whereof  may  not  be   known,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  such  goods 
should  be  secured  for  a  time,  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  :  Be  it 
*^ftefiToi)e  ^^^^^^f°^'^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  any  person 
Kofen,may  shall  be  accuscd  before  a  magistrate,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  of 
the'magis""  ^"^  °^  *^^   ^^^  crimcs,  and  the  said  magistrate  shall  have  issued 
t^ate'.custo.  his  warrant  to  apprehend  such  person  or  persons,  or  to  search  for 
such  goods  as  have  been  described  on  oath  or  affirmation  to  have 
been   stolen,  if  any  goods  shall  be  found  in  the  custody  or  passes- 
sion  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  in  the  custody  or  possession  of 
any  other  person  or  persons  for  his,  her  or  their  use,  andr  there  is 
probable   cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  suspect  that 
other  goods  which  may  be  discovered  on  such  search  are  stolen,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  magistrate  to  direct  the  said 
goods  to  be  seized,  and  to  secure  the  same  in  his  own  custody,  un- 
less the  person  in  whose  possession  the  same  were  found  shall  give 
Proceeding,  ^^^^^f  ^  surety  to  produce  the  same  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  trial  ; 
in  such  case,  and  the  said  magistrate  shall  forthwith  cause   an  inventory  to  be 
taken  of  the  said   goods,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  the  clerk  of 
that  court  m  which  the  accused  person  is  intended  to  be  prosecuted, 
and  shall  give  public  notice  in  the  newspapers,  or  otherwise,  by  ad- 
vertising the   same  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  the  city  or 
county  where  the  offence  is  charged  to  have  been  committed,  be* 
fore  the  time  of  trial,  noting,  in  such  advertisement,  the  said  in- 
ventory, the  person  charged,  and  time  of  trial;  and  if  on  such  trial 
the  accused  party  shall  be  acquitted,  and  no  other  claimant  shall  ap- 
pear, or  suit  be  commenced,  then,  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
such  goods  shall  be  delivered  to  the  party  accused,  and  he,  ^he  or* 
they  shall  be  discharged,  and  the  county  be  liable  to  the  costs  of 
prosecution ;  but  if  he  or  she  be  convicted  of  larceny  only   and  af- 
ter restitution  made  to  the  owner,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court'be- 
mg  fully  complied  with,  shall  claim  a  right  in  the  residue  of  the  said 
goods,  and  no  other  owner  shall  appear  or  claim  the  said  goods  or 
any  part  of  them,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  notwithstanding  the 
claim  of  the  said  party  accused,  to  detain  such  goods  for  the  term 
oi  nine  months,  to  the  end  that  all  persons  having  any  claim  thereto 
may  have  full  opportunity  to    come,  and,    to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  prove  their  property  in  them,  on  which  proof  the  said 
owner  or  owners,  respectively,  shall  receive  the  said  goods,  or  the 
value  thereof,  if,  from  their  perishable  nature,  it  shall  have  been 
iound  necessary  to  make  sale  thereof,  upon  paying  the  reasonable 
charges  mcurred  by  the  securing  the  said  goods,  and  establishing 
their  property  m  the  same;  but  if  no  such  claim  shall  be  brought 
and  duly  supported,  then  the  person  so  convicted  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  remainder  of  the  said  goods,  or  the  value  thereof,  in  case 
the  same  shall  have  been  sold,  agreeably  to  the  original  inventory; 
rjut  It,,  upon  an  attamder  of  burglary  or  robbery,  the  court  shall,  af- 
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ter  due  enquiry,  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  goods  were  not  the  pro-  1791. 
perty  of  such  burglar  or  robber,  they  shall  be  delivered,  together  ^-^--r-m^ 
with  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  inventory,  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  countjr,  who  shall  endorse  a  receipt  therefor  on  the  original  inven- 
tory, register  the  said  inventory  in  a  book,  and  also  cause  the  same 
to  be  publicly  advertised,  giving  notice  to  all  persons  claiming  the 
said  goods  to  prove  their  property  therein  to  the  said  commission- 
ers ;  and  unless  such  proof  shall  be  made  within  three  months  from 
the  date  of  such  advertisement,  the  said  goods  shall  be  publicly 
sold,  and  the  neat  monies  arising  from  such  sale  shall  be  paid  into 
the  county  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  Provided 
always  Jievertheless^  That  if  any  claimant  shall  appear  within  one 
year,  and  prove  his  or  her  property  in  the  said  goods,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  commissioners,  or,  in  the  case  of  dispute  shall  ob- 
tain the  verdict  of  a  jury  in  favour  of  such  claim  the  said  claimant 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover  and  receive,  from  the  said  commissioners 
or  treasurer,  the  neat  amount  of  the  monies  paid  as  aforesaid  into 
the  hands  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  by  them  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  costs  on  bm» 
cost  accruing  on  all  bills  returned  ignoramus  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  [|^ramus  to 
city,  or  any  county  in  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  jhe^'counw. 
county  stock,  by  the  city  or  county  in  which  the  prosecution  com- 
^nenced,  and  not  by  the  party  charged  before  such  grand  jury  with 
any  felony,  breach  of  the  peace,  or  other  indictable  offence. 

Sect.  xii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every  persons  coo- 
person  and  persons  who  is,  are,  or  shall  be  held  in  confinement,  by  cosKofpro- 
order  or  judgment  of  any  court  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the  costs  ^^^,"^'"0',!" 
of  prosecution,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  several  acts  of  benefit  of  the 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  laws, 
and  may  be  discharged  from  personal  imprisonment  by  the  court  in 
which  such  prosecution  was  or  may  be  had,  so  far  as  regards  con- 
finement of  their  bodies  for  said  costs,  if  such  court  shall,  on  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  of  such  person  or  persons,  find  that 
he,  she  or  they  are  or  shall  be  unable  to  discharge  the  said  costs  of 
prosecution ;  provided,  that  the  like  previous  notices  of  such  appli- 
cation for  discharge  from  confinement  be  given  to  the  several  per- 
sons interested  in  the  said  costs,  as  the  law  requires  where  insolvent 
debtors  in  other  cases  apply  for  such  discharge. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoj'esaid^  County  to 
That  where  any  person  shall  be  brought  befoi-e  a  Court,  Justice  of  ^nl^ound^"** 
the  peace,    or  other  inagistrate  of  any  city  or  county  in  this  com-  charges. 
monwealth,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  on  the  charge  of  being  ghap.lsol]" 
a  runaway  servant  or  slave,  or  of  having  committed  a  crime,   and 
such  charge,  upon  examination,  shall  appear  to  be  unfounded,  no 
costs  shall  be  paid  by  such  innocent  person,   but  the  same  shall  be 
chargeable  to  and  paid  out  of  the   county  stock,  by  such  city  or 
county. 

Sect.  xiv.  And  whereas,  on  the  removal  of  prisoners  from  one 
county  to  another,  or  from  any  other  government  into  this  state,  in 
order  to  receive  their  trials  for  offences  with  which  they  are  or  may 
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irOl.    be  charged,  or  for  the  purpose  of  safe  custody,  doubts  have  arisen 
U.- y~-^    b}^  which  of  the  counties,  or  by  whom,  the  expenses  of  such  remo- 
val are  to  be  paid,  and  it  is  proper  and  expedient  that  an  equitable 
rule  should  be  established  by  law  in  such  cases  :  Be  it  therefore  en- 
Expensesof  acted  hij  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  expenses  of  such  remo- 
wiTfrom"'   val  of  prisoners  from  one  county  to   another,  for  trial  as  aforesaid, 
tolnoXr^    shall  be  borne  and  paid  by  the  county,  to  which  he,  she  or  they  shall 
&c.howto    jjg  i^^^  removed  for  trial:  And  wherever,  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
or, or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  any  person  charged 
Avith  having  committed  an  offence  in  one  county   shall  be  removed 
into  another  county  for  safe  custody,  or  shall  be  transported  from 
another  state  into  this  state  for  trial,  the  expenses  of  such  removals 
or  transportations  shall  be  paid  by  the  state  treasurer,  on  the  order 
of  the  Governor,  and  the  subsequent  expenses  shall  be  at  the  charge 
of  the  county  where  the  fact  is  supposed  to  have  been  committed. 
Sect.  xv.  And  whereas  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reform  the 
penal  laws  of  this  state,"  hath  not    made  the  necessary  provision 
for  paying  the  costs  of  officers,  jurors,  or  witnesses,  on  public  pro- 
secutions, which  had  been  theretofore  paid  to  them  ;  and  although 
it  is  just  and  reasonable,  that  in  cases  of  convictions  of  capital  of- 
fenders, or  where  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  for  a  length  of  time 
is  the  punishment  for  the  offence,  the  public  should,  in  case  of  the 
defendant's  insolvency,  be  at  the  charge  of  the  prosecution,  yet  un- 
necessary expenses  should  be  avoided :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  (foresaid^  That  in  all  cases  where  any  person  hatk 
been,  since  the  passing  of  the  said  recited  act,  or  shall  be  convicted 
of  any  offence  or   offences,  which   shall  be  punishable  capitally,  or 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labour,  the  county  where  the  crime   hath 
been  or  shall  be  committed  shall   pay  the  costs  of  prosecution,  if 
the  defendant  hath  not  property  sufficient  to  discharge  the   same : 
5ut  limited,  but  where  the  same  person  hath  been  or  shall  be  convicted  of  divers 
offences  at  the   same  term  or  sessions,  the  costs  of  prosecution  on 
one  of  the  indictments  only  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  stock. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  this  act  shall  operate  as  a  repeal  of  any  former  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, and  of  all  other  parts  of  the  criminal  law  of  this  state,  and 
forms  of  proceedings  relative  thereto,  so  far  as  this  act  hath  alter- 
ed or  supplied  the  same.     Provided  always  nevertheless^  That  all 
prosecutions,  convictions,  attainders,  and   outlawries,  or  other  pro- 
ceedings, heretofore  duly  and  legally  had  or  made,  or  which  may 
be  had  or  made  imder  the  former  lav/s  of  this  state,  during  the  ex- 
istence thereof,  shall  have  the  like  force  and  effect,  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made ;  and  that  in  all  cases,  where  by  this  act  any  new- 
punishment  is  declared  for  any  offence,  that  the  said  former  acts  of 
Assembly,  .and  all  other  parts  of  the  criminal  law  shall  remain  and 
continue  in  force,  with  respect  to  all  such  offences  as  have  been  com- 
mitted before  the  passing  of  this  act. 
cTc-^ofphiia-      Sect.  xvii.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
deiphiapri.    That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  and  two  Aldermen 
appointed,     of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  two  Justices  of  the   peace  for  the 
L^eea«,of     couuty  of  Philadelphia,  to  appoint  Inspectors  of  the  prison  of  the 
1S09,  iv  '     city  and  county  of  Philadelphia ;  and  also  to  appoint  a  keeper  of  tlie 
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on,  according  to  the  evidence,  unless  dissolved  in  manner  herein     l!r91. 
said  prison,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  that  purpose  made  and  pro-    ^'— y—^ 
vided,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  May  and  November  in  every  year,  ^polnment 
and  on  any  other  days,  when  vacancies  shall  happen  in  the  said  of-  >«  altered.] 
fice  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise. 

Sect,  xviii.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^  Their  power 
That  the  prison  inspectors,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  in  such  ^g^^  ^^ 
case  provided,  and  of  this  act,  shall  have  power,  with  the  approba-  rules  and 

•  r*  •  i  regulations 

tion  of  the  Mayor,  two  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  two  of  the  at  the  end  of 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia  county,  to  make  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  all  convicts  confined  in  the  said  pri- 
son, not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  to  prescribe  their  allowance  of  provisions,  ascertaining 
the  quantity  by  weight  and  measure,  and  not  by  piece. 

Passed  23d  September,  ir91. — Recorded  in  Law  Book.  No.  IV.  page  216. 


CHAPTER  MDLXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  regulate  the  trials  of  contested  elections4 

WHEREAS  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  requires, 
that  contested  elections  of  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  detei-mined  by  a  committee  of  each  house, 
respectively,  selected,  formed  and  regulated,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law  ',  and  that  contested  elections  of  a  person  to 
serve  as  governor  shall  be  determined  by  a  committee,  to  be  select- 
ed from  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  also  to  be  formed  and  regu- 
lated in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  by  the  Senate  andHouse  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Penjisylvania^  in  General  As- 
sembly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ 
That  whenever  a  petition,  signed  by  at  least  fifty  of  the  qualified  proceedings 
electors  of  this  state,  shall  be  addressed  to  the  legislature,  com-  a°committee 
plaining  of  an  undue  election,  or  a  false  return  of  a  person  elected  Contested 
governor,  such  petition  shiill  be  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Se-  eieciion  of 
uate,  who  shall  immediately  give  infonuation  thereof  to  both  houses, 
the  members  whereof,  on  a  day  and  hour  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
them,  not  exceeding  ten  days  from  the  delivery  of  such  petition, 
shall  convene  in  a  conference  room,  where  the  petition  shall  be  read 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate ;  the  names  of  the  members  of  each 
house  shall  then  be  called  over  by  their  respective  clerks,  and  a  quo- 
rum of  both  houses  being  present,  the  names  of  all  the  members  of 
tile  Senate  present  shall  be  written  on  distinct  pieces  of  paper,  as 
nearly  similar  as  may  be,  each  of  which  shall  be  rolled  up  and  put 
into  a  box  by  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  pla- 
ced on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  after  being  shaken  and  intermixed, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  shall  draw  them  out  one  by  one,  and  put 
them  alternately  into  three  boxes,  also  placed  on  the  Speaker's  ta- 
ble ;  and  when  the  whole  numbers  shall  be  so  distributed,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  shake  and  intermix  the  pa- 


46 


1791.  pers  in  each  box,  and  shall  draw  alternately  from  each  box  the  pa- 
*— V-— '  pers  so  rolled  up,  and  shall  deliver  them  singly  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  Jiouse  of  Representatives,  who  shall  open  and  read  them  aloud, 
and  then  deliver  them  singly  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  who 
shall  place  them  open  on  the  table,  and  a  member  of  each  house 
shall  take  down  in  writing  the  name  so  called,  and  shall  each  of 
them  repeat  aloud  the  name  they  have  so  written,  until  the  number 
of  twelve  names  be  drawn  out ;  the  names  of  all  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  present  shall  then  be  written  on  dis- 
tinct pieces  of  paper,  as  nearly  similar  as  may  be,  each  of  which 
shall  be  rolled  up  and  put  into  a  box,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate, 
and  placed  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  after  being  shaken  and  inter- 
mixed, the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  draw  them 
out  one  by  one,  and  put  them  alternately  into  three  boxes,  also  pla- 
ced on  the  table ;  and  when  the  whole  number  shall  be  so  distribu- 
ted, the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  shall  shake  and  intermix  the  papers  in 
each  box,  and  shall  then  draw  alternately  from  each  box  the  papers 
so  rolled  up,  and  shall  deliver  them  singly  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate,  who  shall  open  them,  and  read  them  aloud,  and  then  deliv- 
er them  singly  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  place  them  open  on  the  table  and  a  member  of  each  house 
shall  take  down  in  writing  the  name  so  called,  and  shall  each  of  them 
repeat  aloud  the  name  they  have  so  written,  until  the  number  of 
twenty-five  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  comple- 
ted ;  but  any  objection  made  by  either  of  the  parties  to  any  of  the 
members  so  elected  by  lot  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge  such  mem- 
ber from  the  service,  and  another  name  shall  be  drawn  in  lieu  there- 
of, and  so  shall  continue,  until  the  whole  number  of  twelve  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  twenty-five  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives'shall  be  completed;  and  in  all  cases,  the  members 
drawn  in  lieu  of  those  objected  to  shall  be  in  like  manner  liable  to 
be  set  aside,  and  others  drawn  in  their  places.  Provided.,  That  if 
so  many  shall  be  set  aside  upon  account  of  objections  to  them,  that 
there  shall  not  appear  more  than  a  sufficient  number  remaining  to 
perform  the  service  required  by  this  act,  then  no  fui-ther  objections 
shall  be  admitted. 

Sect.  ii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.,  That  whea 
the  names  of  twelve  members  of  the  Senate,  and  twenty-five  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  been  so  drawn,  a 
list  of  the  members  so  appointed  shall  be  given  to  each  of  the  par- 
ties, who  shall  immediately  withdraw  to  some  adjoining  room,  with 
a  clerk  or  member  appointed  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members  pre- 
sent, where  they  shall  proceed  alternately  to  strike  off  the  names 
upon  the  said  list,  until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  four  mem- 
Sstatroii?"*'"  '^*^^"^  °^  *^^  Senate,  and  nine  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and,  within  one  hour  from  the  time  of  so  withdrawing,  shall 
deliver  to  the  speaker  of  the  Senate,  the  names  of  the  said  four 
members  of  the  Senate,  and  nine  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives remaining  on  the  list,  who  shall  then  respectively  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  administered  by  the  speaker  of  the  Senate, 
to  try  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and  to  give  a  true  judgment  there- 
after prescribed ;  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  select 
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against  the 
names 
drawn.  . 


Exception. 


The  mode  of 
striking  the 
coinniittee 
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Their  num. 
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comixiittee,  so  appointed,  shall  then  be  directed  by  the  joint  vote  of    l/Ql. 
the  members  of  both  houses,  which  time   shall  be  within  twenty-    ' — r-^ 
four  hours  of  the  appointment :    Provided  always^  That  on  the  par-  Meeting  of*'^ 
ties  withdrawing  to  form  such  select  committee,  the  members  of  both  the  select 

o  1111  1  committee 

houses  shall  continue  convened,  and  the  members,  whose  names  have  how  direct- 
been  drawn  out  of  the  boxes,  shall  not  depart  the  conference -room  The  houses 
without  leave,  until  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  select  s?ons,"&c!' 
committee  shall  be  fixed  :  And  provided  also  ^  That  previous  to  the  ^^^^^^^^^ 
parties  withdrawing  to  form  the  select  committee,  the  clerk  of  the  undrawn  to 
House  of  Representatives  shall  draw  out,  one  by  one,  the  names  of  &cr"^  ' 
the  remaining  inembers  of  the   Senate,  and  deliver  them  singly  to 
*he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  shall  unfold,  and 
read  them  aloud,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  shall  in  like  manner 
draw  out  the   names  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  deliver  them  singly  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Se- 
nate, who  shall  unfold  them,  and  read  them  aloud ;  and  if  any  un- 
fairness or  mistake  shall  be  discovered  therein,  then  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  set  aside,  and   the  business  shall  be  renewed,  in 
manner  and  form  as  is  herein  before  directed. 

Sect.  hi.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  se-  ^he select 
iect  committee,  so  chosen,  shall  on  their  first  meetins;  elect  a  chair-  committee 

•  «    •  to  elect  % 

man  from  amongst  themselves  ;  and  it  in  such  election  there  shall  chairman, 
be  an  equal  number  of  voices,  the  member  whose  name  was  first 
drawn  shall  have  a  casting  vote  :  so  likewise  in  case  there  should  be 
occasion  to  elect  a  new  chairman,  on  the  death  or  unavoidable  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  first  appointed ;  the  committee  sliall  sit 
from  day  to  day,  Sundays  excepted,  at  such  hours  as  shall  not  in- 
terfere with  their  attendance  in  the  legislature,  but  unless  eleven  of 
their  number  be  present,  the  committee,  after  waiting  one  hour, 
shall  adjourn  to  the  next  day  ;  and  if  the  number  of  the  commit- 
tee shall  unavoidably  be  reduced  to  less  than  eleven  members,  and  ed°  &c! 
shall  so  continue  for  the  space  of  three  days,  Sundays  excepted, 
the  committe  shall  be  dissolved,  and  another  shall  be  chosen  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

Sect.   iv.    Be  it  enacted  hu  the  authoritu  aforesaid^  That  the  Powers  of 

,  -ini  1    r  -  committee. 

select  committee  shall  have  power  to  send  tor  persons,  papers,  and 
records,  to  examine  all  witnesses  who  may  come  before  them,  upon 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  chairman  or  clerk  of  the  committee 
may  administer  in  their  presence;  and  any  person  guilty  of  taking  '" 

a  false  oath  or  affirmation  before  them,   or  of  procuring  another 
so  to  do,  shall,  upon    conviction,   be   liable   to  the    same   punish- 
t'  ment,  as  persons  convicted  of  perjury  are  liable  to  by  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Sect.  v.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authoritii  aforesaid.  That  all  deter-  The«ommit. 
mmations   ot  the  said  committee  snail  be  by  a  majority  of  votes  ;  byamajovi- 
as  soon  as  such  committee  shall  have  determined  whether  the  elec-  *'^' 
tion  or  return  referred  to  them  is  legal  and  valid,  or  the  contrary, 
the  chairman  shall  make  two  reports  thereof  in  writing,  one  of  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the  other  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  reports  shall  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journals  of  the  respective  houses,  and  shall  be  final  and  con-  xhe  report 
elusive;   and  in  case  such  report  shall  invalidate  the  election,  a  new '° ''^  *"'^'*^ 
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iT91.    election  shall  take  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  ensuing, 
**— V-— ^  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  of  which  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
nais'^lo:""^'  ^^^^  ^^^  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  immediately 
give  notice,  by  their  joint  writ,  directed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  re- 
spective counties ;  and  the  SherilTs  of  the  respective  counties  shall 
give  the  usual  notice. 
Members  Sect.  VI.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 

howeKcus.    person,  so  appointed  a  member  of  a  select  committee,  shall,  at  the 
time  of  such  appointment,    swear  or  affirm,    that  he  cannot,  with- 
out great  inconvenience,  serve  on  such  committee,  he  shall  be  ex- 
cused, and  another  shall  be  substituted  inhis  place  j  but  if  any  mem- 
bers of  sUch  committee  shall  neglect  to  attend  upon  the  committee, 
their  names  shall  be  reported  in  writing  to  the  house  of  which  they 
are  members,  and,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  are  given  for  their  non- 
attendance,  they  shall  be  liable  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker; 
The  doors  of  the  doors  of  the  room  in  which  the  committee  shall  meet  shall  re- 
telroom     '  main  opcu  during  the  examination  of  witnesses,  but  maybe  shut 
^aiibeopen  ^^  ^^^  other  time;    v/hen  the  two  houses  shall  stand  adjourned  for  .; 
more  than  three  days,  the  committee  may  adjourn  to  the  same  time.  ; 
w?ryf  ion!       Sect.  VII.  Be  it  euttcted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when 
tested eiec    a  petition,  siffued  by  at  least  twenty  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the 

tionota  r  i-         ?  i      11      i  ^  ^         c^  1     •     •  f 

senator.        proper    distnct,  shall    be  presented  to  the  Senate,  complammg  oi 
an  undue  election  or  false  return  of  a  senator  or  senators,   the  like 
proceeding  shall   be  thereon  had  in  the  Senate,  in  selecting  a  com-  j 
mittee  by  lot,  and  the  like  powers  and  authorities  shall  be  vested  in 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  such  committee ;  and  such  committee  shall 
have  the  like  powers  and  authorities,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  rules 
and  regulations,  as  are  herein  before  directed  in  cases  of  contested 
elections  of  a  governor,  except  that  the  several  duties  which  are  herein 
before  directed  to  be  performed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the  '^ 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  performed  by  the  ] 
Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the  several  duties  which  ai-e  herein  before   1 
directed  to  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Senate,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Senate ;    and  that  the  number  of  members  of  the  Senate  first  taken 
out  by  lot  shall  be  thirteen,  and  that  such  select  committee  shall  con- 
sist of  seven  members,  and  shall  not  be  dissolved,  unless  reduced 
to  less  than  five  members. 
proceedinK*       Sect.  VIII.  Be  it  euacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when 
on  petitions  a  petition,  sicrned  by  at  least  twentv  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the 

CO  111  piRiii  jnj^^  /c_>.'  J  M. 

of  undue      proper  city  or  county,  shall  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Represen- 

electionof      f     -^  ^        .    .    .       -^  \  i  l      .•  f  i  .  r 

lepreseuta-  tativcs,  complauimg  oi  an  undue  election  or  a  lalse  return  oi  a  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  like  proceed- 
ings shall  be  thereupon  had  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  se- 
lecting a  committee  by  lot,  and  the  like  powers  and  authorities  shall 
be  vested  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  relation  to  such 
committee  :  and  such  committee  shall  have  the  like  powers  and  au- 
thorities, and  be  subject  to  the  like  rules  and  regulations,  as  is 
herein  before  directed  in  cases  of  contested  elections  of  a  governor, 
except  that  the  several  duties  which  are  herein  before  directed  to  be 
performed  in  such  cases  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  performed  by 
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the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  several  du-  1791* 
tics  which  are  herein  before  directed  to  be  perfornied  in  such  cases  ^— v—-^ 
by  the  clerk  of  the  Senate,  and  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  the  number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives first  taken  out  by  lot  shall  be  seventeen,  and  that  the 
select  committee  shall  consist  of  nine  menabers,  and  shall  not  be  dis- 
solved, unless  reduced  to  less  than  seven  members. 

Sect.  ix.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  peti- Time  of 
tion,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  or  false  return  of  any  per-  fn  comestfd 
son  elected   Governor,  Senator,  or  member  of  the  House  of  Re-  f/^"e°(j°°' 
presentatives,  shall  be  received,  unless  the  same  shall  be  presented 
within  twenty  days  after  the  meeting  of  the   Legislature  ',  and  all 
such  petitions,  v/hen  received,  shaU  be  read  and  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, without  any  question  being  thereupon   taken^  until  the   two 
houses  jointly,  or  each  house  respectively,  as  the  case  may  require, 
shall  proceed  upon  it  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act. 

Sect,  x.  Whereas   inconveniences  may  arise   by  the  neglect  of 
transmitting  the   returns  of  the  election  of   governor,  for  one   or 
more  counties,  until  after  the  publication  of  such  election  by  the 
Legislature  :  Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Returns  of 
That  in  all  cases  where  such  neglect  of  duty  shall  happen,  and  the  when  vojd. 
returns  of  election  aforesaid  are  not  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  before  the  election  of  Governor  shall  be  published,  every 
such  return,  so  neglected  to  be   delivered,  shall  be  considered  as 
voi<l,  unless  the  election  aforesaid  be  contested,  in  which  case  such    .    , 
ifeturn  shall  be  alloAved  to  be  of  the  same  validity,  and  liable  to  the 
same  exceptions,  as  other  returns,  duly  delivered.     C<^J 

Passed  29th  September,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  227. 

fa  J  By  a  supplement  to  this   act,  aforesaid   appointed,     shall    have    full 

(chap.  1645,)  passed  6th  of  March,  1793,  power  and  authority,  to  do  and  perform 

sect.  1,  in  all  contested  elections  of  a  every  act  and  thing  touching"  the  same, 

governor,  or  member  of  either  branch  in  as  valid  and  effectual  a  manner,  as  if 

of  the  leg-islature,  the  person  returned,  the  party,  or  parties,   were   personally^ 

and  the  candidate  next  highest  in  votes,  present.  , .  ^ , , 

shall  be  the  parties  in  the  trial  thereof;         Sect.  3.  No  order  shall  be  taken  ovi,'\  .' 

and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  neglect  of  any  petition,  unless  the  same  is  accom- 

svich  person  next  highest  in  votes,  any  panied  by  a  certificate  from  the  treasur- 

one  of  the  petitioners,  duly  qualified,  er,  prothonotary,  or  any  of  the  commis-- , 

who   have  signed  the   petition  against  sioners  of  the   county  or    counties,   i?i 

such  election,    taking  precedence   ac-  which   the    petitioners   reside,  setting 

cording  to  the  order  in  which  they  have  forth   that , the  said  petitioners,   or  as 

signed  the  same,  shall  be  considered  as  many  of  them    as  are    required  by  th«, 

one  of  the  parties.  act  in   the  text,  were,    at   the  time  c,f' 

Sect.  2.  If  either,  or  both  of  the  par-  signing   such   petition,    duly    qualified 

ties  shall  neglect  to  attend,  for  the  pur-  electcu-s. 

pose  of  objecting  to  and  striking  from         Sect.  4.   Provides  for  the  payment  ot 

the  names  drawn  in  pursuance  of  the  the  attendance  and  travelling  expenses 

provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sec-  of  witnesses,  to  be  paid  by  the  prop^jr- 

tions  of  the  act  in  the  text,  the  mem-  county.  "  > .    .  . 

bers  of  the    Senate  and  House  of  Re-         Sect.  5.  The  committees  appointed  in'  ■  • 

presentatives  jointly,   or  the   members  pursuance  of  the  provisioJis  of  the  ac*",  ■ 

of  either  House  separately,  as  the  case  in   the  text,     shall   in   all    cases   have 

may  require,   shall  appoint  one  of  their  power  not  only  to  determine  on  the  va- 

own  number,  in  the  place  of  either,  or  jidity  of  contested  elections,  but  also 

both  of  the  parties  so  neglecting  to  at-  to  decide,  whicli  of  the  candidates  has 

tend,  which  member  or  members,  so  as  the  greatest  number  of   legal  votes,  \ 
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1791.     which  candidate  shall  thereupon  be  en- 
>j^^— •-•;>    titled   to  tlie  seat  or  office,   whicli  lie 
had  been  voted  for  at  such  election. 

The  19th  section  of  the  general  elec- 
tion law,  passed  15th  of  February, 
1799,    (chap.   2009,)  enacted   that  tlie 


goverhor  should  judge  of  the  election 
of  slieriflTs  and  co'oners,  and  prescribed 
his  powers  therein.  But  this  section 
was  repealed  by  an  act  passed  23d  of 
March,  1807,  (chap.  2780.) 
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CHAPTER  MDLXXIX. 

An  ACT  erecting'  ?iew  election  districts  in  the  counties  of  Westmore- 
land^ Allegheny^  Berks  and  Northumberland^  and  altering  the 
place  of  holding  the  election  in  the  second  district  in  Cumberland 
county. 

WHEREAS  the  freemen  of  Turbutt,  Deny  and  Washington 
toAvnships,  and  that  part  of  Munsey  township  which  is  eastward  of 
Wallace's  run,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  the  freemen 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  fourth  election  district  in  the  county  of 
Korthumberland  aforesaid,  have,  by  their  petitions,  set  forth,  that 
they  labour  under  very  great  inconveniences  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance many  of  them  live  from  the  place  of  holding  the  annual  elec- 
tion, and  by  means  of  the  troublesome  streams  of  water  which  they 
have  been  obliged  to  pass  over,  in  their  way  to  the  said  election : 
For  remedy  whereof. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  In  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted^  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  townships  of  Turbutt,  Derry  and  Washington,  and  that  part  of 
Munsey  which  lies  eastward  of  Wallace's  run,  in  the  county  of 
North ttmberland  aforesaid,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  be  struck  off  and  separated  from  the  second  and  fourth  election 
districts  in  the  said  county,  and  be  established  and  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  called  the  eighth  election  district  in  said  county; 
•and  that  the  freemen  of  the  said  eighth  district,  hereby  erected, 
"shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Shan- 
non, in  Turbutt  township  aforesaid  ;  any  thing  in  any  former  law 
or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  the  freemen  living  within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  be- 
ginning at  a  point  on  the  Allegheny  mountain,  north  from  the  head 
'  of  Manning's  run;  thence  down  Manning's  run;  thence,  by  a  south 
Aine  to  the  head  of  the  said  run,  to  the  west  branch  of  the  river  Sus- 
•  quehanna ;  thence  across  the  same  by  a  sotuh  line,  until  said  line 
intersects  the  line  of  the  fifth  election  district  in  the  county  afore- 
said ;  thence  by  the  line  of  the  said  fifth  district,  to  the  line  of  Mif- 
flin county,  to  include  all  those  parts  that  are  west  and  north  of  the 
yaid  lines  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  aforesaid;  shall  be 
■struck  off"  and  separated  from  the  fourth  election  district,  and  esta- 
blished and  erected  into  a  separate  district,  called  the  ninth  election 
district  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
freemen  of  the  said  ninth  district,  hereby  erected,  shall  hold  their 
amiual  election  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Hugh  Andrew,  in 
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Pine-creek  township,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland;  any  thing     1791.. 
in  a  former  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  ^■"s/-*^ 

Sect.  hi.  And  whereas  the  freemen  of  Teboyne  township,  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  have,  by  their  petitioxi,  set  forth,  that  by 
a  law  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  which  erected  the  second  election  district 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  composed  of  the  townships  of  Rye,  Teboyne 
and  Tyrone,  and  directed  them  to  hold  their  annual  election  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  William  M'Clure,  Esq ;  in  Tyrone  town- 
ship ;  and  that  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  legislature,  the  townships 
of  Rye  and  Greenwood,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  Avere  erected  into 
a  separate  election  district,  which  renders  the  present  place  of  hold- 
ing their  elections  inconvenient:  For  remedy  where g 5,  Be  it  enact-  n,c place 
ed  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freemen  of  Teboyne  and  efgcfioJIs^^ 
Tyrone  townships  shall,  from  and  after  the  enacting  hereof,  meet  ^=- '^^^'^^'^  ■ 
and  hold  their  annual  election  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  George 
Robinson,  in  Tyrone  township,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  ',  any 
thing  in  any  former  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  notv/ithstanding. 

Sect.  iv.  And  v/hereas  the  freemen  of  Washington  and  Frank- 
lin townships,  and  the  freemen  of  that  part  of  the  first  and  second 
election  districts  which  lie  north  of  the  Laurel-hill,  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  have,  by  their  petitions,  set  forth,  that  they  are  situ- 
ate at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  place  where  by  law  they  are 
obliged  to  hold  their  annual  election:  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  xneXftctim 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That,  from  and  after  the  enact- fj.^'^'^^^j ;,, 
ing  hereof,  the  townships  of  Washington  and  Franklin,  in  the  coun-  ^^tstmore- 
ty  of  Westmoreland  aforesaid,  shall  be  established  and  erected  into, 
a  separate^ election  district;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district, 
hereby  erected,  shall,  from  and  after  the  enacting  hereof,  meet  and 
hold  their  annual  election  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Find- 
ley,  on  the  division  line  of  said  townships  ;  any  thing  in  any  former 
law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  A-iothev 
That  the  freemen  living  within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  beginning  ^ittrk" 
at  the  Laurel-hill,  and  by  the  creek  commonly  known  by  the  name  erected  in 

*  t/  -'  trie  ssnift 

of  Tub-mill  creek,  down  to  where  it  empties  into  the  (Jonemaugh  county 
river,  and  down  said  river  to  the  Chesnut  ridge,  and  by  said  ridge 
extending  out,  agreeable  to  the  division  of  Wheatfield  and  Arm- 
strong townships,  shall  be  struck  oif  and  separated  from  the  first 
and  second  election  districts  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  esta- 
blished and  erected  into  a  separate  election  district  in  the  said  coun- 
ty ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district,  hereby  erected,  shall,  fronx 
and  after  the  enacting  hereof,  hold  their  annual  election  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Robert  Rodgers,  in  Wheatfield  township ;  any 
thing  in  any  former  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect,  vi.  And  whereas  the  freemen  of  a  part  of  Moon  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  have,  by  their  petition,  represent- 
ed, that  it  is  inconvenient  for  them  to  attend  their  general  election  \ 
at  the  town  of  Pittsburgh ;  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  ^^^  j.^^^^j^    ) 
authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freemen  within  that  part  of  Moon  eieetiou 
township,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Flaugherty's  run ;  thence  up  Aiiegheiiy 
said  run  to  Broadhead's  road ;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  house  e?^"^. 
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1791.  of  John  Short,  including  the  same,  on  the  great  road  leading  iVoiu 
-^v*-^  Pittsburgh  to  Montgomery's  mill,  on  Raccoon  creek ;  thence  along 
said  road  to  that  point  thereof  where  the  county  line  crosses  the 
same ;  thence  along  the  said  county  line  to  the  Ohio  river  ;  thence 
up  the  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  shall  be  struck  off  and 
separated  from  the  first  election  district,  and  erected  and  establish- 
ed into  a  new  election  district,  called  the  fourth  election  district  in 
Allegheny  county ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district,  hereby 
erected,  shall  hold  their  annual  election  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Colonel  Samuel  Wilson ;  any  thing  in  any  law  or  laws  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  vii.  And  whereas  the  freemen  of  Union,  Caernarvon  and 
Robeson  townships,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  have,  by  their  petition, 
set  forth,  that  it  is  inconvenient  for  them  to  attend  the  annual  elec- 
^n^eiection  tion  at  the  borough  of  Reading :  For  remedy  whereof.  Be  it  enact- 
ed by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  freemen  of  Union,  Caei-- 
narvon  and  Robeson  townships,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  enacting  hereof,  meet  and  hold  their  annual  election  at 
the  house  noAV  occupied  by  Isaac  Bonsall,  in  Robeson  township 
aforesaid  ;  any  thing  in  any  former  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Sect,  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  the  districts  hereby  erected  or  altered  shall  be  entitled  to 
like  privileges,  as  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth 
grant  to  the  other  districts  within  this  commonwealth,  any  thing  in 
the  election  laws  of  this  state  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  30th  September,  1791 Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  247". 
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CHAPTER  MDLXXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  four  in  certain  -western  coun- 
ties of  the  State, 

WHEREAS  the  law  heretofore  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  Inspectors  of  flour  in  certain  western  counties  of  this  common- 
wealth, which  was  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  IMarch,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  has  ceased  to 
operate,  but  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  regulations  should  be 
permapently  established,  to  preserve  the  credit  of  so  valuable  an  ar- 
ticle of  trade  :  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Knimv^ttor''^'^^')  '^nd  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority   of  the  same^  That 
HpifoSin^^^   governor  shall  forthwith  appoint  and  commission  a  person  of 
"m  coumies"  S°°^  character  and  competent  abilities,  to  be  the  Inspector  of  flour 
in  ai^  for  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Allegheny 
and  Fayette,  who  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next. 


Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by    the  authority  aforesaid^     l/Ol. 
That  the  said  Inspector,  or  some  or  one  of  his  deputies,  shall  ex-    ' — /^-^ 
amine  and  inspect  all  the  flour  which  shall  be  manufactured  for  ex-  P""^^  "5*^3 
portation  m  any  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  before  the  same  shall  be  his  deputies. 
exported  therefrom,  or  conveyed  out  of  the  state,  and  in  so  doing, 
he  and  they,  and  every  of  them,  within   their  respective  districts, 
shall  perform  the  like  duties,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  like  pow- 
ers and  authorities,  shall  conform  to  the  like  rules  and  regulations, 
except  as  to  the  stamp  on  the  plugs,  which  shall  be  marked  with  the 
letters  W.  P.  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  fines  and  penalties,  as 
are  prescribed  with  regard  to  the  Inspector  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  his  deputies,  in  and  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  bread  and  flour  not  merchantable,  and  for 
repealing,  at  a  certain  time,  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  paJsja.^' 
purpose."* 

Sect.  hi.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ve-:\^\tY  on 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  export  or  convey  any  flour  out  flouMrefore 
of  the  state,  from  the  said  counties,  or  any  of  them,  by  means  of  inspecHou. 
the  Ohio  river,  or  of  any  waters  communicating  therewith,  before 
the  same  shall  be  duly  examined  and  inspected  as  aforesaid,  he  or 
they  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  cask  or  barrel  of  flour  so  ex- 
ported or  conveyed,  the  sum  of  five  shillings,  to  be  recovered  in  the 
same  manner  that  debts  under  ten  pounds  may  by  law  be  recovered ; 
one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  give 
information  upon  the  subject  to  the   said  Inspector,  or  any  of  his 
deputies,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  said  Inspector. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid.  ^ 
That  the  said  Inspector,  or  the  deputies  by  him  appointed,  v/ithin  tion  of  the 
their  respective  districts,  shall  be  allowed  and  receive  the  sum  of  ^^z^^  '^' 
three  pence  for  each  cask  or  barrel  of  flour,  which  he  or  they  shall 
actually  examine  and  inspect,  at  any  harbour.,  mill,  or  landing  place, 
within  the  said  covmties  :  and  all  millers,  or  other   persons  engaged  J^^Jles 
in  the  exportation  of  flour  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  required  and  en-  areUaW^ 
joined  to  conform  to  the   like   regulations,  and  are  declared  to  be 
subject  to  the  like  fines,   forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  are  prescribed 
in  and  by  the  said  recited  act,  in  the  case  of  exporters  of  flour  from 
the  said  poi-t  of  Philadelphia,   excepting  only  the  rules  as  are  pre- 
scribed, and  the  penalties  which  are  to  be  incurred,  in  virtue  of  the 
ninth,  tenth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  bread   and   flour  not  merchantable,  and  • 
for  repealing,   at  a  certain  time,    all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for 
that  purpose." 

Passed  30th  September,  1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  258. 


CHAPTER  MDLXXXVII. 

An  ACT  to  unite  the  university  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  college,  academy  and  charitable  school  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

WHEREAS  the  trustees   of  the   university  of  the  state   of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  trustees  of  the  college,  academy  and  charita- 
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tT91.    ble  school  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania", 
W«v—**    by  their  several  petitions,  have  set  forth,- that  they  have  agreed  to 
certain  terms  of  union  of  the  i;aid  two  institutions,  which    are  as 
follow : 

First.  That  the  name  of  the  institution  be,  "  The  University  of 
Pennsylvania,"  and  that  it  be  stationed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Second.  That  each  of  the  two  boards  shall  elect,  from  among 
themselves,  twelve  persons,  who,  with  tlie  governor  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  constitute  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  university  of  Penn-f 
sylvania ;  and  that  the  governor  shall  be  president. 

Third.  That  the  professors  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to 
constitute  the  faculty  in  the  arts  and  medicine  respectively,  shall  be 
taken  from  each  institution  equally,  and  in  case  of  ah  odd  number, 
such  one  to  be  taken  from  either  by  the  choice  of  the  trustees ;  and 
that  the  provost  and  vice-provost,  or  the  principal  pfficer  or  officers 
of  the  faculty,  by  whatever  name  or  names  they  may  be  called, 
shall  be  chosen  from  among  the  professors  so  appointed. 

Fourth.  That  charity  schools  shaU  be  supported,  one  for  boys, 
and  the  other  for  girls. 

Fifth.  That  for  the  future  every  vacancy  in  the  board,  except 
that  of  Governor,  shall  be  filled  up  by  election  by  ballot,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  new  board,  the 
members  present  to  be  at  least  thirteen ;  that  due  and  timely  notice  of 
such  election  be  at  all  times  given,  and  that  no  person  shall  be  elected 
to  fill  up  such  vacancy  at  the  same  meeting  in  which  he  shall  be 
nominated. 

Sixth.  That  the  funds  and  property  of  the  institutions  shall  be 
united,  and  vested  in  the  new  trustees. 

Seventh.  That  the  professors  and  officers  composing  the  faculty 
shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  new  board,  the  number  present  to  be  at  least  thirteen: 
that  due  and  timely  notice  of  such  election  shall  at  all  times  be 
given,  and  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  at  any  time  be  elected 
such  professor  or  officer  at  the  same  meeting  in  which  he  shall  be 
nominated. 

Eighth.  That  no  professor  or  officer  of  the  faculty  shall  be  re- 
moved by  a  less  number  than  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
any  meeting  of  the  new  board,  the  members  present  to  be  at  least 
thirteen ;  and  that  due  and  timely  notice  of  such  intended  removal 
shall  at  all  times  be  given,  and  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  at 
any  time  be  removed  at  the  same  meeting  in  which  such  removal 
shall  be  proposed. 

Ninth.  That  the  board  of  trustees  shall  annually  lay  before  such 
persons,  as  the  Legislature  shall  in  the  incorporating  act  direct,  a 
statement  of  the  fmids  of  the  institution. 

And  the  said  trustees  by  their  several  petitions  have  prayed,  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  said  terms  of  union 
into  effect,  and  to  incorporate  them  in  one  body,  according  to  the 
purpose  and  intention  expressed  in  the  said  terms  of  union. 

Sect,  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  it  is  hereby  €?iacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
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That  in  pursuance  of  the  second  article  of  the  said  terms  of  union,    IJ'Ql, 
the  trustees  of  the  university  shall  elect  twelve  persons  from  among    ^  — v-*Jt 
themselves  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  university  after  the  union,  and  ^^fg^l  ^^ 
shall  certify  the  names  of  the  said  twelve  persons,  so  elected,  to  the  ^^'^^^^ . 
Governor  of  this  commonwealth,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  De-  chosen,  &c. 
cember  next ;  and  that  the  trustees  of  the  said  college,  academy  te  the  go^^ 
and  charitable  school  shall  elect  twelve  persons  from  among  them-  ^*^'^"*""- 
selves,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  university  after  the  union,  and  shall 
certify  the  names  of  the  said  twelve  persons,  so  elected,  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  this  comxnonwealth,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
cember  next. 

Sect.  ii.   A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  aiit/writt/ aforesaid,  c^rjiorMmi 
That  from  and  after  such  certificates  of  the  elections  being  so  made  ^t'lf°"|'^'' 
to   the   Governor,   as  aforesaid,  the  said  twenty-four  persons  so  styled. 
elected  and  certified,  together  with  the  Governor  for  the  time  being, 
who  shall  always  be  president,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected  and 
appointed,  as  herein  and  by  the  said  terms  of  union  is  directed,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body 
politic,  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  for  ever  by  the  afore- 
said name,  style  and  title,  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  University  of  xobesta- 
Pennsylvania ;"  and  that  the  said  university  shall  at  all  times  be  sta-  PhUadiiuhia. 
tioned  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  General 
That  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors,  shall  be  able  and  capa-  thrc^orpma. 
ble  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  ;  *'""• 
and  to  have  and  to  make  one  public  and  common  seal,  and  also  one 
private  seal  to  use  in  their  affairs,  and  the  same,  or  either  of  them, 
to  break  and  alter  at  their  pleasure ;  and  to  make  rules  and  statutes 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  state,  or  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  do  every  thing  needful  and  neces- 
sary to  the  establishment  of  the  said  university,  and  for  their  own 
good  government,  and  the  good  government  and  education  of  the 
youth  belonging  to  the  same,  and  to  constitute  a  faculty,  or  learned 
body,  to  consist  of  such  head  or  heads,  and  such  a  number  of  pro- 
fessors in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in  law,  medicine  and  divinity, 
as  they  shall  judge  necessaiy  and  proper,  consistent  with  the  afore- 
said articles  of  union. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rhst^tnt^s 
That  ail  and  every  the  estates,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  monies,  "ll^^^l^n^ 
effects,  debts,  claims  and  demands,  either  in  law  or  equity,  which  vested  in 
at  present  are  vested  in  or  belongmg  to  each  oi  the  two  boards  ol  tees. 
trustees  of  the  said  university,  and  of  the  said  college,  academy 
and  charitable  school,  who  are  hereby  united  and  incorporated  to- 
gether, shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  transferred  to  and  vested  in 
the  said  trustees  herein  directid  to  be  appointed  and  incorporated, 
and  their  successors,  with  full  power  to  take,  receive,  hold,  use, 
I'ecover  and  enjoy  the   same,  according  to  the  purpose,  true  intent 
and  meaning  oi  this  act,  and  that  in  like  manner  all  claims,  rights 
and  demands,  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  ancl  corpo- 
rate, against  cither  of  the  said  two  boards,  shall  be  and  remain  valid 
and  effectual  against  the  trustees  herein  directed  to  be  appointed  and 
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1791.     incorporated,  and  their  successors,  with  power  to  demand,  receive 

U^^^-i   and  recover  the  same,  as  if  they  had  been  originally  contracted  by, 

or  due,  or  recoverable  from  the  said  trustees  herein  directed  to  be 

appointed  and  incorporated. 

An  annua:         Sect.   V.   Aiidbe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  uforesaid^ 

?^'tS\o^  That,  pursuant  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  terms  of  union,  the  trus- 

be  laid  be-     tees  shall  annually  lay  a  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  be- 
fore ineie-      _  ■,       -w        •   ,  f     ^  1^1- 

gisiatuie.      fore  the  Legislature  ot  the  commonwealth. 

Passed  SOtli  September,   1791. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  263. 


CHAPTER  MDLXXXVIII. 

An  ACT  for  vesting  a  yearly  rent-charge  of  Jive  pounds^  issuing 
out  of  a  messuage  and  lot  of  ground  situate  on  the  north  side  of 
High-street^  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  in  a  ti-ustee,  to  collect 
the  arrearages  of  rent  due^  and  to  grow  due^  and  to  apply  the 
monies  arising  therefrom  to  the  uses  therein  mentioned. 

Passed  30th  September,  1791.— Private  Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV. 

page  266.   f  Z-J 

fbj  The  monies  collected  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  jfoseph  Jiich- 

ardson. 


CHAPTER  MDLXXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  empoxver  the  Governor  to  lay  out  a  toxvn  and  out  lots  at 
the  mouth  of  Beaver-creek^  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned, 

I        WHEREAS,  by  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred   and  eighty-three,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
deeming the  certificates  of  the  depreciation  given  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the   Pennsylvania  line,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  a  certain  tract  of  land  was  reserved  to  the  use  of  the 
state,  as  in  the  said  act  is  expressed,  containing  three  thousand 
acres,  situate  on  the  Ohio,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  Bea- 
ver-creek, including  Fort  M'Intosh :  And  Avhereas  it  appears  that 
the  sale  of  one  third  part  of  said  tract  will  be  an  encouragement, 
convenience,  and  security,  to  those  who  become  the  first  settlers : 
Sect.  i.    Be  it   enacted   by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the   commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^    and  it   is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the   sa?ne, 
'liioGoveni. 'l'^^^  ^^*^  Govemor  is  hereby  empowered  to  direct  the  Surveyor- 
"ownto  be*  *  General  to  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  laid  out,  and  surveyed,  two  hun- 
laidouton    dred  acres  of  land,  in  town  lots,  on  or  near  the  ground  where  the 
cieek;         old  French  town  stood,  [in  such  manner  as  commissioners  appointed 
1644/ist:]    by  the  Governor  shall  direct ;]  and  also  one  thousand  acres  adjoin- 
and  reserve  ^"S  ^^  ^he  Upper  Side  thereof,  to  be  laid  out  and  surveyed,  as  nearly 
lots  for  pub-  square  as  maybe,  in  out  lots  not  less  than  five  acres,  nor  more  than 

iic  use* 


ten  acres  each  :  Provided  always^  That  the  Governor  shall  rcsen-e  179Ir 
out  of  the  lots  of  the  said  town,  so  much  land  as  he  shall  deem  ne-  *>— v—^ 
cessary  for  public  uses. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bii  the  authority  aforesaid^  onthexexMVf^ 
That  upon  the  return  of  such  surveys,  which  are  hereby  directed  veys,%\"es 
to  be  made  to  the  Surveyor- General,  the  Governor  shall  be  there- ^^^^^^^^^^ *^ 
upon  authorized  to  sell  the  one  equal  half  of  the  town  lots,  and  the 
whole  of  the  out  lots,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  most  to  the 
advantage  of  the  state,  and  make  conveyances  of  the  same  ;  ex- 
cepting always  such  as  shall  be  reserved  for  public  uses. 

Sect.  in.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  saiesofttc 
That  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  said  town  and  out  lots  shall  l^aj^*''  ^^ 
be  common  highways  for  ever,  and  that  the  sale  of  the  said  lots  and 
out   lots  herein  mentioned  shall  be  made,   either  in  whole  or  part,  ucfe^bekg"" 
at  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  Washington,  or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ^'^^''' 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor ;  and  previous  to  the  sale  or  sales 
in  either  place,  notice  shall  be  given  in  one  or  moi-e  of  the  newspa- 
pers of  the  said  city,  and  also  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette,  of  such       • 
sale,  at  least  ten  weeks  previous  to  such  sale  or  sales. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  The  costs  of 
the  Governor  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  uVho^^Xl' 
Treasurer,  to  defray  the  costs  and  charges  of  surveying,  advertis- ''^p*'*^ 
ing  and  selling  the  lands  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out 
of  the  public  monies  arising  fi-om  the  sales  of  the  aforementioned 
lots,    (cj 

Passed  28th  September,  ir91.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  268. 


CcJ  By  act  of  6th  of  March,  1793, 
(cliap.  1644,)  Daniel  Leet's  survey  of 
the  town  and  out  lots  established. 

By  the  17th  section  of  the  actof  12lh 
Marcli,  1800,  (chap.  2119,  by  which 
tlie  couiuy  of  Beaver  is  erected,)  tiie 
quantity  of  500  acres  of  land,  to  be  sur- 
veyed out  of  the  reserved  tract,  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  is  granted  to 
the  trustees  of  the  county,  for  the  use 
of  an  academy  to  be  tliereafter  esta- 
blished in  the  town  of  Beaver. 

By  an  .act  passed  29th  March,  1802, 
(chap.  2260,)  the  town  of  Beaver  is  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of,  Tlie  Bo- 
rough of  Beaver  :  by  the  Tth  section  of 
which  act  fifteen  acres  of  the  said  re- 
served tract,  including  several  springs 
and  streams  of  water,  ai-e  granted  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Beaver 
forever,  &c.  and  tlie  said  luntls  are  not 
to  be  sold  by  the  corporation. 

The  limits  of  the  borough  are  alter- 
ed and  contracted,  by  act  of  14th  Jan'v, 
1804,  (chap.  2399.) 

.Further  altered  and  contracted  by 
act   of  2rth  Jan'y,  1806,  (chap.  2622.) 

By  an  act  passed  21st  Feb'y,  1803, 
(chap.  2322,)  additional  trustees  are 
appointed,  and  authority  is  given  to 
lease  the  academy  lands  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  15  years — Tiie  trustees 

Vol.  in.  U 


are  also  authorized  to  erect  a  suitable 
building  on  one  of  the  public  lots  in 
the  town  of  Beaver  for  an  academy,  and 
to  receive  grants  of  land,  &.c.  for  the 
use  thereof — The  trustees  to  give  bond 
and  surety,  and  to  exhibit  tlieir  ac- 
counts annually  to  the  grand  jiu"y  of  the 
county  for  their  inspection  and  appro- 
bation. 

Commissioners  are  authorized  to  sell 
at  public  sale  one  fourth  of  the  town  lots 
in  Beaver,  the  projjerty  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  one  foiu-th  of  the  reserved 
tract  in  lots  of  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  ten  acres. — Purchasers  to 
build  on  the  town  lots  within  a  limited 
time. — The  Surveyor- General  to  furnish 
the  said  commissioners  with  a  dralt 
of  said  lots. — I'he  commissioners  to 
transmit  a  statement  of  the  sales,  and 
the  purchase  money  to  tlie  Receiver- 
General  J  and  to  give  bond  and  surety, 
8tc. 

By  act  of  21st  March,  1806,  the  trus- 
tees of  Beaver  town  are  authorized  to 
sell  by  public  auction,  one  half  of  the  ac- 
ademy land,  and  to  reserve  the  other 
half,  including  the  ferry  over  the  Ohio, 
for  the  use  of  the  institution,  and  ap- 
propriate part  of  the  proceeds  to  the 
erection  of  a  building. — To  give  addi- 
tional security,   and  exhibit  their  ac- 
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t791»     counts  annually  to  the  county  commis- 
t  i_^    sioners. 

The  commissioners  for  the  sale  of 
the  town  lots,  are  authorized  to  sue  for 
the  money  in  the  name  of  the  comnion- 
wealth.  Act  of  12th  of  Jan'y,  1307, 
(chap.  2727.) 

By  act  of  10th  Feb'y,  1807,  (chap. 
2741,)    seven    hundred    dollars    were 


granted  for  the  purpose  of  precuring 
water  in  the  borough  of  Beaver. 

Supplement  to  the  act  incorporating' 
the  borough  of  Beaver,  passed  21st  of 
Feb'y,  1810. 

Supplement  to  the  act  directing  the 
sales  of  certain  town  lots  in  the  town 
of  Beaver,  and  other  land  adjacent 
thereto,  passed  20th  March,  1810. 


CHAPTER  MDXC, 


(Ante,  pa, 
28.) 


Appeals  al- 
lowed from 
the  register 
of  wills 
within  two 
years. 

Proviso. 
[See  vol.  1. 
page  33,  and 
the  notes 
there  10. 


Sheriff's' 
deeds  how 
acknowledg- 
ed. 

[See  notes (o 
ihai).  TiS2, 
vol.  1,  l)agc 
57.1 


Power  ot 
prothonota* 
ries  enlarg. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  th^ 
Judicial  Courts  of  this  commonwealth,  in  conformity  to  the  al- 
terations and  amendments  in  the  constitution,^* 

Sect.  i.  [TIME  of  meeting  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals,  obsolete.] 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  all  acts  and  decisions  of  the  several  registers  for  the 
probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  administration,  appeals  shall 
lie  to  the  respective  Registers'  Courts,  provided  such  appeals  be 
made  within  the  term  of  two  years :  Provided  nevertheless.  That 
if  any  person  or  persons,  who  is,  are,  or  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
appeal,  shall,  at  the  time  when  entitled  thereto,  be  within  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  covert,  non  compos,  or  non  compotes  ?nentis, 
in  prison,  or  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
then  such  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators,  (notwithstanding  the  said  two  years  be  expired) 
shall  and  may  enter  his,  her  or  their  appeal  from,  the  jutTgment  of 
the  said  register,  so  as  the  same  be  done  within  five  years  after  his, 
her  or  their  full  age,  discoverture,  coming  to  sound  mind,  enlarge- 
ment out  of  prison,  or  return  into  some  one  of  the  United  States, 
but  not  afterwards,  nor  othenvise. 

Sect.  hi.  [Writs  of  Error  to  High  Courts  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals, to  retrospect,  &c.  A  president  to  be  appointed.    Repealed.] 

Sect.  iv.  [Periods  of  holding  the  several  courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  General  Quarter  Sessions,  throughout  the  state,  supplied.] 

Sect.  v.  [Quarter  Sessions  limited,  supplied.] 

Sect.  vi.  [The  first  courts  how  held.    Obsolete.] 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  .it  further  enacted.  That  where  any  sheriff 
hath  executed,  or  hereafter  shall  execute,  by  order  of  the  proper 
court,  a  deed  for  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  sold 
by  his  predecessor  in  office,  the  execution  of  such  deed  may 
be  acknowledged  in  the  county  where  the  lands  lie,  in  the  same 
manner  as  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  is  permitted  to  be  done  by  the  sheriff  who  sells  and 
conveys  such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments. 

Sect.  vhi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  the  several  courts  of  record 
in  this  commonwealth,  shall,  respectively,  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  satisfaction  of  judgments. 
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or  decrees  entered  on  the  records  of  the  said  courts,  in  their  re-  1791, 
spective  offices,  as  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  said  courts  might  or  ^-— <r— ^ 
could  do. 

Sect.  ix.    And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^^^^  who  ma 
the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,    the   Mas-  t^i^e  ac- 
ter    of  the  rolls,  and   the   Justices   of  the    peace    of    this    com-  mml  of " 
monwealth,  shall  have  power  to  receive  the  proof  or  acknowledg-   ^^^^' 
ment  of  all  instruments  of  writing,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  might  orxould  have  done  under  the  act,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  for  acknowledging  and  recording  of  deeds,"    passed  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  May,    one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, or  as  the  justices  of  the  Common  Pleas  might  or  could  have 
done  by  one  other  act,  entitled  "  A  Supplement  to  the  act,   entitled 
"  An  Act  for  acknowledging  and  recording  of  deeds,"    passed  the  ry^j  j    ^  ^ 
eighteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven-  ^^o 
ty-five;  and  that  they  shall   also  have  power  to  take  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  all  deeds  of  conveyance,  whereby  the  husband  and 
wife  do  convey  the  estate  or  right  in  or  to  any  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments,  whatsoever,  as  fully,   in  like  manner,  and  for  the 
like  purposes,  as   the  Justices  of  the  county  courts  of  Common 
Pleas  may  or  can  do  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  better 
confirmation  of  the    estates  of  persons  holding  or  claiming  under 
feme  coverts,"  and  for  establishing  a  mode  by  which  husband  and 
wife  may  hereafter  convey  their  estates,  passed  the  tvventy-fourth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy.  i 

Sect.  x.  Whereas    doubts    have   arisen,    whether    sheriffs    are 
obliged  to  serve  declarations  in  ejectment :  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority  aforesaid^  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  serre  deciar, 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  and  respective  coun-  ejeament. 
ties  of  this  commonwealth,  and  they  are  hereby  required,   to  serve 
all  declarations  in  ejectment  delivered  to  them,    and  they  shall  be 
allowed  the  same  fees  for  service  and  mileage,  as  in  cases  of   sum- 
mons against  freeholders. 
Passed  30th  September,    1791. — Recorded  in   Law  Book   No.  IV.  pajje  2r0. 

[See  the  notes  to  chap.  15S,  vol,  1,  page  131,] 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


General  agsemMp  of  ^enttsi)l\)ania. 


Passed  at  a  Session  which  commenced  6th  December,  1791, 
and  ended  10th  April,  1792,  being  the  second  Legislature 
under  the  existing  constitution. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governor. 

RICHAUD   PETERS,  Si>eaker  of  the  Senate  until  January  31st,   179?, 
SAMUEL  POWELL,    Speaker  of  the  Senate  from  January  31st,   1792, 

until  the  end  of  the  Session. 
WILLIAM  BINGHAM,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


CHAPTER  MDXCII. 

An  ACT  to  prevent  the  sale  of  Lottery  Tickets  xvithin  this  cojnmori' 

xvealth, 

WHEREAS,  in.  and  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  late  province,  now  state  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  seventeenth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two,  en- 
titled "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  and  preventing 
•Vol.  i.page  of  lotteries,"*  it  was  enacted,  adjudged  and  declared,  that  all  I'ot- 
^^*      ^      teries,  whether  public  or  private,  are  common  and  pubhc  nuisances, 
and  against  the  common  good  and  welfare  of  the  people ;    and  di- 
vers penalties  and  forfeitures  are  imposed  upon  every  person  who 
shall  set  up  or  establish  any  lottery,  or  sell  or  expose  to  sale  any 
ticket  or  device  in  such  lottery,  but  the  same  hath  not  in  latter  years 
been  considered  to  extend  to  lotteries  set  up  and  established  without 
this  state  ;  wherefore  tickets  and  chances  in  lotteries  set  up  and  esta- 
blished in  other  places  have  been  sold  in  great  numbers  within  this 
commonwealth,  to  the  impoverishing  divers  unwary  citizens,  to  the 
discouraging  of  industry,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  act- 
Skct.   I.  Be  it  theref 07' e  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  coynmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Gefieral  As- 
_,    ^^    sembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
selling,  or     if  au)'  pcrsou  or  pcrsons,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
sale,  tickets  cxposc  or  offtr  to  Sale,  or  sell,  barter  or  excliange  by  public  or  pri- 
Ii"t^"thodz.  vate  sale  or  contract,  any  ticket  or  tickets,  chance  or  chances,  or 
faws^ofthe    Other  evidence  of  chance   or  chances,  or   parts  or  shares  of  any 
common.      ticket,  chaucc,  or  evidence  of  chaiice,  in  any  lottery,  or  other  de- 
vice in  the  nature  of  a  lottery,  by  whatsoever  name  it  maybe  called^, 
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not  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,   being  thereof    1792» 
convicted  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  forfeit  and    ^— >r— ' 
pay,  for  every  ticket,  chance,  or  evidence  of  chance,  or   part  or 
share  thereof,  in  such  lottery,  or  other  device,  so  oifered  or  sold, 
bartered  or  exchanged,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  one  moiety  there- 
of to  him,  her  or  them,  who  shall  prosecute  the  offender  or  often-  Appropria- 
ders,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  ''^naitv  ^ 
town  or  place,  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  thereof,  to  be  recovered  as  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures 
for  misdemeanors  are  recoverable  in  such  court?. 

Passed  20th  January,  1792 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.   IV.  page  279. 


CHAPTER  MBXCIV. 

.4  SUPPLEMENT  fo  r/zf"  laws   7nade  for  the    relief  of  hisoheiit 
debtors  within  this  commonwealth, 

WHEREAS,  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  relief  (See  ci:ai?, 
of  insolvent  debtors,  no  provision  is  made  for  those  who  languish  ^f'il°|and 
in  prison,  being  indebted  in  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  in  the  J^*^.^"^?  u 

whole,  and  not  having  resided  within  the  state  for  two  years  next  •  J| 

before  their  imprisonment :  and  it  frequently  happens  that  strangers 
are  arrested  and  confined  in  the  gaols  of  this  commonwealth,  who 
are  indebted  to  a  greater  amount,  and  are  unable  to  pay  the  same, 
and  have  heretofore  surrendered,  or  are  willing  to  surrender,  all 
their  estate  and  effects,  for  the  use  of  their  creditors  ;  and  it  is  pi-o- 
per  that  citizens  otherwise  entitled  thereto,  but  not  under  execu- 
tion, should  receive  the  like  benefit  with  other  insolvent  debtors  : 

Sect.    i.    Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and   House  of 
Representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.^  in  General 
Assembly  met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  upon  the  petition  of  any  person,  who  hath  been  ar  shall  be  insolvent 
confined  in   any  gaol  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  space  of  six  hating  r"^ 
months,  or  more,  next  preceding  the  time  of  preferring  sucli  peti-  y^^frl^&c. 
tion,  and  who  shall  not  have  lesided  in  this   commonwealth   for  the  ^ow  to  w 
space  of  two  years  before  his  imprisonment,  and  who  shall  not  be 
proceeded  against  as  a  bankrupt,  to  any  court  having  competent  ju- 
risdiction, svich  court  shall  enquire,  by  all  lawful  means,  whether 
the  petitioner  is  so  arrested  and  confined  by  adversary  process,  and 
without  any  collusion  with  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  for  tlie  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  benefit  of  this  act ;  and  if  it  shall  appear,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  said  court,  that  the  defendant  hath  been  aiTest- 
ed,  and  is  actually  confined,  for  debts  which  he  is  unable  to  pay,  and 
is  held  and  detained  in  confinement  without  his  consent  or  procure- 
ment, and  against  his  will,  and  that  he  hath  in  tlie  schedule  to  be 
annexed  to  his  petition  made  a  full  and  perfect  discovery  and  disclo- 
sure of  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  court  to   proceed  upon  such  pe- 
tition, in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  remand  or  discharge  the 
said  petitioner,  upoii  the  s^^me  terms  and  conditions,  and  tl^.e  peti- 
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ir92.    tioner  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  all  and  every  die  same  allowan- 

U>^— ^    ces,  benefits,  exemptions  and  advantages,  upon  his  being  remanded 

or  discharged,  as  if  he  had  resided  within   this  commonwealth  for 

two  years  next  before  his  imprisonment,  and  no  other. 

Debforstobe      Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

thou^gh  nol:'    That  all  Other  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  actual 

wider  execu-  confinement,  in  actions  founded  upon  contract,  for  the  space  of  thirty 

days  next  preceding  the  time  of  preferring  their  petition,  shall,  if 

otherwise  entitled  thereto,  receive  the  benefit  of  the  several  laAvs  of 

this  commonwealth  made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  although 

not  charged  in  execution. 

Passed  I6th  February,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  284. 


CHAPTER  MDXCV. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act  to  incorporate   the  city  of 

Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadel- 
voi.'l'"p%^e  '  phia,  there  is  no  provision  made  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
■^^^'^  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  may  accept  the  resignation  of  any  of  their 

members,  nor  are  they  authorized  to  cause  elections  to  be  held  to 
supply  the  vacancies  which  may  happen  from  various  causes  :  In 
order  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  which  may  follow  from  the 
want  of  a  due  provision  in  such  cases, 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commojixvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Th  COD  r  - '"^^'  ^^^'^  ^^  ^*  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
tionmay      the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  Common 
nations,  &e,   Couucil  assembled,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  re- 
ceive and  accept  the  resignations  of  such  of  their  members  as  shall 
,from  time  to  time  make  the  same;  and  that  from  and  after  their  ac- 
ceptance of  such  resignations,  the  persons  who  shall  so  resign,  and 
whose  resignations  shall  be  so  accepted,  shall  no  longer  be  members 
of  the  said  corporation. 
unJ  supply         Sect,    ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
newlklf-  ^^  That  in  order  to  fill  up  any  vacancy  which  may   happen  by  death, 
lions.  resignation,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  andmay  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor, 

or  Recorder,  for  the  time  being,  whenever  he  shall  be  theretp  requir- 
ed by  a  vote  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,   and  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  Common  Council  assembled,  to  issue  a  writ,  under  his  hand, 
and  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  directed  to  the    Sheriff  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  commanding  him,  on  such  day  and 
at  such  place,  in  the  said  city,  as  shall  be  therein  named,  to  cause  an 
Manner  of    ^^^^ction  to  be  held  for  so  many  [Aldermen  or]  Common  Councilmen, 
proceeding    [or  both,]  as  may  bc  nccessary  to  supply  the  said  vacancies ;  and  the 
elections.      said  Sheriff  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  give  public  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  elections,  which  shall  in  all  other 
respects  be  held,  conducted  and  regailated,  agreeably  to   the  direc- 
tions and  provisions  contained  in  the  act  to  incorporate  the  city  ol 
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Philadelphia ;  and  the  Judges  of  such  elections  shall  make  their  re-     1792- 
turns  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  chosen,  as  [Aldermen  or]  Common   ^— v-«-<^ 
Councilmen,  to  the  [Aldermen  or]  Common  Councilmen  for  the  time 
being,  who  shall  have  the  same  powers  of  judging  of  the  election 
of  members  of  their  boards,  as  the  act  above   referred  to  gives  to 
them  respectively ;  and  when  it  shall  be  determined   who  are  the  The  corpora- 
persons  duly  .elected,  they  shall  be  qualified  according  to  the  direc-  *f'fhi''eilc! 
tions  of  the  said  act,  and  shall  be  [Aldermen  and]  Common  Council-  tion,&c. 
men  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  shall  be  vested  with  all  the 
powers,  rights   and  authorities,  which  by  law  to  them  respectively 
do  or  shall  belong  and  appertain  ;  and  shall  continue  to  be  [Alder- 
men and]  Common  Councilmen  until  the  next  general  election  under 
the  said  law. 

Passed  8th  March,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  pag-e  285-6. 


CHAPTER  MDCI. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  oiv^iers^  occupiers  and  possessors  of  a  certain 
tract  of  marsh  and  meadoto  land^  therein  described^  situate  in  the 
toxvnship  of  Tinicum.,  and  county  of  Delaware^  to  keep  the  banks^ 
dams^  sluices  and  food-gates^  in  repair^  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fray the  expense  thereof 

Passed  28th  March,  1792. — Private  Act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  pag'e 

295. 


CHAPTER   MDCII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Land-Offce  to 
carry  monies  received  into  that  offce  since  a  given  period^  for 
lands  sold^  and  which  have  not  been  nor  shall  be  secured  to  the 
purchasers^  to  the  credit  of  such  purchasers^  or  their  assigns^  in 
payments  already  due^  and  hereafter  to  become  due^  to  the  common- 
xvealth^  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  within  the  same. 

WHEREAS  divers  persons  who  have  heretofore  purchased 
lands  within  this  state,  and  procured  warrants  for  the  same,  have  not 
been  able  to  find  vacant  lands  within  the  descriptions  contained  in 
such  warrants,  and  no  provision  is  made  to  allow  the  monies  paid  on 
such  warrants  to  go  in  payment,  or  part  payment,  for  other  lands, 
or  to  afford  to  such  purchasers  any  other  relief: 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted,  by   the  Senate  and  ffouse  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  unsatishea 
where  any  warrants  since  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  i^ana^how"' 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  have  issued,  or  hereafter  J^i^^gif^^" 
shall  issue,  from  the  land-office,  and  hath  not  been  or  cannot  be  ex-    ^ 
ecuted  in  the  whole,  oi-  in  part,  by  reason  that  the  lands  therein 
described,  or  some  part  of  them,  have  been  previously  appropriated 
by  or  for  any  other  person  or  persons,  according  to  law,  or,  having 
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been  executed,  do  interfere  with  some  prior  appropriation  as  afore- 
said, the  deputy-surveyor  of  the  district  or  county  shall,  at  the  rea- 
sonable request  of  the  party,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or 
assigns,  certify  to  the  Surveyor-General's  Office  whether  any,  and 
how  much,  of  the  lands  in  the  said  warrant  described,  hath  not  been 
or  cannot  be  surveyed,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  or,  being  survey- 
ed, doth  interfere  with  any  prior  survey  or  appropriation ;  and  the 
Surveyor-General,  whenever  he  shall  have  proof  of  the  same,  shall, 
at  the  like  reasonable  request,  certify  to  the  Receiver- General  the 
number  of  acres  which  shall  remain  unsatisfied,  on  any  warrant 
issued  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Sect.  ir.  \^And  be  \t  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whenever  it  shall,  by  the  original  receipts,  or  other  legal 
voucher,  or  by  the  entries  made  in  his  books,  appear  to  the  Receiv- 
er-General, that  any  person  or  persons  have  paid  into  the  Land- 
Office  any  monies  or  certificate,  for  lands  granted  to  them  by  vir- 
tue of  warrants  issued  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
Ind'^ilotes  to  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-fom*,  and  which  they  have  not 
voL^pa?'  obtained,  or  that  they  have  paid  any  monies  or  certificates  over  and 
^^^■^  above  what  was  due  to  the  commonwealth  for  the  lands  obtained 
by  virtue  of  such  wiirrants,  he  shall  carry  the  said  money  or  balance 
to  the  credit  of  such  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators  or  assigns,  in  payments  already  due,  or  here- 
after to  become  due  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  purchase  of  any 
lands  within  the  same,  together  with  lawful  interest  for  the  same, 
from  the  time  of  the  original  payment  to  the  time  of  such  credit 
being  applied  for  and  made.] 

Passed  29th  Marcli,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.  IV.  page  304. 
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CHAPTER  MDCIII. 

An  AiuTfor  erecting'  part  of  Tioga  and  Tunkhannock  election  dis- 
trict^ in  Luzerne  country  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Si:cT.  I.  BE  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assemhlu 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  That 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Wy- 
sock's  creek,  and  extending  down  and  including  both  sides  of  the 
river  Susquehanna,  to  a  line  drawn  east  and  west  across  the  county, 
at  the  mouth  of  Meshopin  creek,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district' 
called  ^Vyalusing  district ;  and  that  the  freemen  of  said  district  shall 
hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Isaac 
Hancock,  Esquire,  in  the  district  and  county  aforesaid,  any  thing 
to  the  contrary  in  any  law  notwithstanding. 

Passed  29th  March,  1792— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  IV.  page  306. 
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CHAPTER  MDCIV.  tr92. 

An  ACT  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  the 
second  district  xvithin  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

Sect.  i.  BE    it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Elections 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  the  second  election  distrfct  of 
district  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  comprehending  the  townships  ^ounty!*^ 
of  Colerain,  Little  Britain,  Drumore,  Bart,  Martic,  and  Sadsbury,  hew'^^ '** ''^ 
to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William 
White,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Unicorn,  in  Drumore  township 
aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  29th  March,  1792 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  307. 


CHAPTER  MDCV. 

An  ACT  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  annual  election  in  the 
first  election  district  in  Westmoreland  county. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,,  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  freemen  of  the  first  dis-  election 
trict  in  Westmoreland  county  shall  meet,  and  hold  their  annual  elec-  westmor", 
tion  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William  Neal,  in  Armstrong  i*n<*ai'^ered. 
township,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Passed  29th  March,  1792- — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  307. 


CHAPTER  MDCVI. 

An  ACT  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  between  Huntingdon  and 
Mifflin  counties^  07i  the  south  side  of  funiata. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that  ^Ame.  chap, 
some  inconveniences  have  arisen,  for  want  of  a  boundary  line  be-  ""'f*-  ^''> 
tween  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Juniata,  being  clearly  ascertained,  and  it  is  just  and  reason- 
able that  such  inconveniences  should  be  remedied  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,,  in  General  Assembly 
met,f  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   That  The  boundr 
a  straight  line,  beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  Water-gap  in  the  g^ih^edi. 
T^uscarora  mountain,  and  from  thence  to  the  river  Juniata,  in  such 
direction  as  to  include  Joseph  Galloway's  farm  within  Huntingdon 
county,  at  the  mouth  of  Galloway's  run,  shall  be  the  boundary  line 
between  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  counties,  on  the  south  side  of  Juni-  a  commig. 
ata ;  and  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  one  commis-  f^""'"'^  ^°  "*"* 
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1792.     sioner  to  run  and  mark  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be  attar  the  pass- 
>wi^v^-^    ing  of   this  act ;  and  the  expense  of  running  and  marking  the  said 

'^he  expense  jjjj^,  ^q  [j^  p^Jd  equally  by  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin.. 

J«*<1-  Passed  29Ui  Maixh,  1792.--Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  307. 


CHAPTER  MDCVII. 

jtiti  ACT  to  enable  executors  and  admin'istfators^  by  leave  of  court, 
to  convey  lands  and  tenements  contracted  for  with  their  decedents^ 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

WHEREAS  it  frequently  happens  that  persons,  having  con- 
tracted for  the  sale  of  lands  and  tenements  within  this  common- 
wealth, depart  this  life  without  making  provision,  by  will,  for  the 
performance  of  such  contracts,  leaving  their  heirs  within  age,  where- 
by executors  and  administrators  are  prevented  from  collecting  and 
administering  the  purchase  monies,  and  the  purchasers  are  for  a  long 
time  without  titles  :  For  remedy  whereof. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  PennsylvaJiia,  in  Ge?ieral  Assembly 
Contract  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
ceMw^rhow  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  any  person  or  persons 
'nd^^i'rrTd*^  having  any  contract  in  writing,  or  other  written  evidence  of  contract, 
into  effect,  whereby  any  deceased  person  or  persons  hath  or  have  covenanted, 
agreed,  promised,  or  bound  him,  her  or  themselves,  to  convey  any 
lands  or  tenements  within  this  commonwealth,  to  him,  her  or  them, 
or  to  any  person  or  persons  whom  he,  she,  or  they  may  represent, 
which  contract  had  not  been  complied  with  in  the  life-time  of  the 
deceased,  and  no  sufficient  provision  for  the  performance  of  such 
contract  or  contracts  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the  decedent  in 
his  life-time  ;  such  person  or  persons  having  such  contract,  or  evi- 
dence of  contract,  whether  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  right,  or  as 
attorney,  agent,  trustee  or  guardian  for  another  or  others,  shall, 
before  he,  she  or  they  bring  any  action  or  suit  thereon,  against  the 
executors  or  administrators  of  the  deceased,  cause  and  procure  the 
said  contract  to  be  pi-oved  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  common- 
wealth, or  in  the  coiu't  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  wherein  the 
lands  or  tenements  contracted  for  shall  lie,  which  probate  being  ad- 
judged by  the  said  court  to  be  sufficient,  the  prothonotary  of  such 
court  shall  endorse  on  or  annex  the  same  to  the  said  contract,  or  to 
a  cop\-  of  the  evidence  thereof,  and  certify  the  same  under  his  hand 
and  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  and  thereupon  the  same  shall  be  re- 
corded in  the  Rolls-Office  of  this  commonwealth,  or  in  the  office  for 
recording  of  deeds  of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  and  tenements 
contracted  for  shall  lie  ;  and  thereupon  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
lor  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  said  deceased,  or  the 
survivors  or  the  survi\'or  of  them,  to  present  a  petition  to  the  said 
courts  respectively,  praying  leave  to  make  and  execute  a  deed,  con- 
veying to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his,  her,  or  their  heirs  or  as- 
signs, the  said  lands  and  tenements  contracted  for,  with  the  appur- 
tenances^ for  such  estate  or  estates,  and  in  such  manner  and  form 
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as  the  said  court  shall  judge  to  be  coAisistent  with  the  true  intent  ahd  ^  '^^2. 
meaning  of  the  contract ;  and  tne  said  court  having  considered  the  '  "^ 
prayer  of  the  said  petition,  and  the  contract  or  evidence  of  contract 
whereupon  it  is  founded,  and  having  adjudged  the  same  to  be  obli- 
gatory between  the  parties,  shall  make  an  order,  authorizing  and 
empowering  the  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  to  make  and  execute 
such  conveyance  as  aforesaid,  and  the  same  being  made  and  exe- 
cuted, and  proved  or  acknowledged  according  to  law,  .shall  be  of 
the  same  force  and  eifect  to  pass  and  vest  the  estate  intended,  of  and 
in  the  lands  and  tenements  aforesaid,  with  the  appurtenances,  as  if 
the  same  had  been  executed  by  the  decedent  or  decedents  in  his,  her 
or  their  life-time. 

Sect.   ii.  A7id  he  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid^ '^^^<^p^^^- 

*/  */  «/     »/  ^  '  , aeration 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  executors  or  admi-  money  ho>v 
nistrators  of  any  such  decedent,  having  a  counter  part  of  such  con-  e°ed,&c. 
■tract,  or  any  other  contract,  or  evidence  of  contract,  for  the  pay-- 
ment  of  the  consideration  monies  for  any  lands  or  tenements  agi'eed 
to  be  sold,  but  not  conveyed,  by  the  decedent  or  decedents,  in  his, 
her  or  their  life-time,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  proved,  and  to  present 
a  petition  in  manner  aforesaid,  whereupon  the  same  proceedings 
shall  be  had,  and  with  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  is  herein  above 
directed,  where  the  purchaser  or  his  representative  shall  procure 
such  contract  to  be  proved  :  Provided  ahvays^  nevertheless^  That 
no  deed,  to  be  executed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  discharge 
the  lands  and  tenements  to  be  thereby  conveyed,  from  the  lien  of  the 
consideration  money  therefor,  until  it  shall  be  actually  paid  or  se- 
cured, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  nowvxecu- 
Thatif  any  person  or  persons  shall  commence  or  prosecute  any  ac-  n°^y  be^sucd, 
tion  or  suit  against  the  executors  or  administrators  of  any  person 
deceased,  upon  such  contract,  writhout  first  causing  or  procuring 
the  same  to  be  proved  and  recorded  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  giving 
notice  thereof  to  the  defendant -or  defendants,  and  allowing  him  or 
them  time,  until  six  weeks  after  the  next  succeeding  court,  to  ap- 
ply for  leave  to  execute  a  deed  for  the  specific  performance  of  the 
contract,  in  manner  aforesaid,  such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  recover  damages  or  costs  for  the  non-periormance  of 
such  contract,  if  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  plead,  and  upon 
the  trial  prove,  that  he,  she  or  they  were  always  ready,  on  reasona- 
ble notice,  to  perform  the  same,  and  shall,  before  the  trial,  produce 
in  court  a  deed  of  conveyance  pursuant  to  the  contract,  duly  made 
and  executed,  according  to  the  forms  by  this  act  rec^uired. 

Sect.  iv.  And  whereas  great  inconveniences  are  oken  sustained, 
in  cases  where  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  are  devised  to  be 
sold  by  executors,  from  the  want  of  power  in  such  executors  to  bring 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  possession  thereof,  and  against  trespass- 
es thereon,  and  otherwise  manage  such  estates,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  may  be  interested  therein:  Be  it  further  enacted  bij  Power  of 

„     ■'         .   ,  ,  i-iMi  1  i.  executors 

the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when,  by  the  last  will  and  testament  ^m  lands, 
of  a  decedent,  a  naked  authority  only  to  sell  lands,    tenements  or 
hereditaments,  shall  be  given  to  executors^  they  shall  take  and  hold 
the  same   interest  in  such  lands,   tenements   or  hereditaments,  and 
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1 792.    have  the  same  powers  and  authorities  respecting  the  same,  as  if  the 
*'— V-**'   said  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  were   devised  to  them  to 
be  sold,  saving  always  to  every  testator  the  right  to  direct  other- 
wise, (d) 

Passed  31st  March,  1792  —Recorded  in  Law  Book,  No.   IV.  pa^e  308. 


("dj  By  ail  act  passed  12th  of  March, 
1800,  (chap.  2120,)  in  all  cases  wherein 
tfestators  have  devised,  or  may  hereaf- 
ter devise  their  real  estates,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  their  executors,  to  be  sold, 
or  have  authorized  and  directed,  or 
may  hereafter  authorize  and  direct  such 
executors  to  sell  and  convey  such  real 
estates,  or  have  directed,  or  may  here- 
after direct  such  real  estates  to  be  sold, 
without  naming  or  declaring  who  shall 
sell  the  same,  if  one  or  more  of  such 
executors  is,  or  are  since  dead,  or  shall 
hereafter  die,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  surviving  executor  or  exe- 
cutors to  bring  actions  for  the  recovery 
of  possession  thereof,  and  against  tres- 
passes thereon,  to  sell  and  convey  such 
real  estates,  or  manage  the  same  for 
the  benefit  of  the  persons  Interested 
therein,  as  fully  and  completely  as  he, 
she  or  they,  together  with  his,  her  or 
their  co-executor  or  co-executors, 
would  be  empowered  to  do,  if  he,  she 
or  they,  were  still  living. 

Sect.  2.  That  in  all  those  cases 
wherein  such  devises  have  been  or 
shall  be  made,  or  such  authority  and 
direction  given,  if  one  or  more  of  such 
executors  hath  or  have  refused,  or  shall 
hereafter  refuse,  or  hath  or  have  re- 
nounced, or  shall  renounce,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  acting  executor 
or  executors,  to  sell  and  convey  such 
real  estates,  and  otherwise  act  respect- 
ing the  same,  as  fully  and  completely 
as  he,  she  or  they,  together  with  such 
refusing  or  renouncing  executor  or  ex- 
ecutors, would  be  empowered  to  do, 
if  he,  she  or  they,  had  not  refused  or 
renounced. 

Sect.  3.  That  if  where  such  devises 
as  aforesaid  have  been  or  shall  be  made, 
or  authorities  and  directions  given, 
such  executor  or  executors  are  deceas- 
ed, or  shall  hereafter  die,  or  have  re- 
iused,  or  hereafter  shall  refuse,  or  have 
renounced,  or  shall  renounce,  and  let- 
ters of  administration  with  the  will  an- 
nexed,  have  been  or  shall  be  granted, 
it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  ad- 
ministrators with  the  will  annexed,  to 
sell  and  convey  such  real  estates,  and 
olherwrise  act,  respecting  the  same,  as 
fully  and  completely  as  if  such  deceas- 
ed, refusing  or  renouncing  executor 
or  executors,  might,  or  could  have 
(lone  J  were  he,  she   or  they,  still   liv- 


ing, or  had  he,  she  or  they,  accepted 
the  execution  of  the  last  wills  and  tes- 
taments of  such  testators,  or  had  not 
renounced. 

Sect.  4.  That  if  where  such  devise.^ 
as  aforesaid  have  been  made,  or  shall 
be  made,  or  authorities  and  directions 
given,  such  executor  or  executors, 
shall  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be 
dismissed,  or  otherwise  discharged, 
the  executor  or  executors  remaining, 
shall  have  like  power  to  sell  and  to^ex- 
execute  the  said  trusts  and  authorities, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  if  all  the  executors 
named  had  joined  therein  ;  or  if  all  the 
executors  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall 
be  dismissed,  or  the  letters  testament- 
ary have  been,  or  shall  be  in  any  case- 
vacated,  and  new  letters  awarded,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  admi- 
nistrators, with  the  will  annexed, 
or  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,  or 
other  person  or  persons,  to  whom  let- 
ters of  administration  shall  legally  is- 
sue, to  sell,  and  to  execute  the  said 
powers  and  authorities  mentioned  and 
contained  in  any  last  will  and  testament, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  if  all  the  execu- 
tors named  had  joined  therein. 

Sect.  5.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
deemed  or  taken  to  prevent  any  testa- 
tor, from  directing  by  his  or  her  last 
will  and  testament,  otherwise  than  is 
herein  declared  and  enacted. 

And,  by  act  of  14th  of  April,  1794, 
(chap.  1730,)  in  cases  of  contracts  for 
land  with  persons  afterwards  becoming 
non  compotes  mentis,  they  may  in  like 
manner  be  enforced  against  the  custodee, 
Isfc.  who  may  also,  in  like  manner,  pro- 
ceed to  recover  the  purchase  money. 

And,  by  an  act  passed  2d  of  April, 
1802,(chap.  2268,)  in  all  cases  hereafter, 
where  a  sale  shall  be  duly  made  accord- 
ing to  law,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  Or- 
phans' Court,  enabling  the  administra- 
tor of  any  intestate,  to  make  sale  of 
the  real  estate  of  such  intestate,  or 
any  part  thereof;  and  the  administra- 
tor selling  the  same,  under  such  order, 
shall  happen  to  die  before  a  deed  of 
conveyance  is  made  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  or  for 
an  administrator  "of  the  goods  not  ad- 
ministered on,"  of  such  intestate, 
when  such  administration  shall  be 
granted,  to  and  for  the  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator of  the  person  or  persons  so 
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dying-    to  make   and  execute    to  the  phans' Cotirt  of  the  proper  county,  on     1792. 

purchaser   or   purchasers  of  any  such  petition  to  be  presented  by  the  purchas-    \_j-^,_j 

estate,     a  deed  or  deeds   of   convey-  er,   setting  forth  the  original  proceed- 

ance  for  the  same.  i'\gs,  under  tiie  order  of  the  court,  to 

Sect.  2.   (A  similar  provision  for  ca-  direct  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  for  the 

ses  previously  existing.)  time  being,   to  make  and   execute  the 

Sect.  3.   In  all  cases  where  any  ad-  necessary  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance 

ministrator  or  administrators,    having  to  such  petitioner, 
sold  lands  by  order  of  Orphans'  Court,         Sect.   4.    Every  deed  made  in  pursu- 

as  aforesaid,    shall  die   intestate,  not  ance  of,  and  agreeably  to  the  provisions 

having  executed  a  conveyance   thereof,  of  this    act,     shall   vest   the   property 

and  no  person  shall  within  three  months  tliereln  described,    as  fully  and  t;fieclu- 

thereafter,   be  appointed  administrator  ally,  as  if  the  same  had  been  mide  by 

"  of  the  goods  not  administered   on,"  the  person  or  persons  who  may  hereaf- 

or  apply  and  be  appointed  to  adminis-  ter  sell,   or  heretofore  have  sold,    any 

ter  the  estate  of  such  administrator  or  such  estates   circumst*nced  as   afore- 

administrators  so  dying  is  aforesaid,  it  said, 
shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the  Or- 


CHAPTER  MDCVIII. 

Aji  act  for  annexing"  the  Loganian  Library  to  the  library  belong- 
ing to  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia^  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned. 

Passed    Slst  Marcli,   1792. — Private  Act. — Recorded  in  Law   B'ook    No.  IV' 

page  oil. 


CHAPTER  MDCX. 

An  ACT  for  dividing  the  fourth  election  district  in  Bedford  county 
into  two  separate  election  districts, 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  Quemahoning,  Brothers  val-  _ 

ley,  and  Elk-Uck  townships,  Turkey -foot,  and  Milford,  in  Bed-  merset  co«b- 
ford  county,  have  by  their  petitions  set  forth,  that  they  labour  un- 
der great  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  distance  they  live  from 
the  place  of  holding  their  general  elections  :    For  remedy  whereof. 

Sect,   i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commo7iwealth   of  Pennsylvania^  in  Geiieral  Assembly 
mety    and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^    That  An  election 
the   freemen  of  the   townships  of  Quemahoning,  Brothers  valley,  e^Jbrd"* 
and  Elk-lick,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  shall,  from  and  after  the  ^"^'/^ 
passing  of  this  act,  meet,  and  hold  their  general  elections  at  tlie 
house  now  occupied  by  Robert  Philson,  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  in 
the  township  of  Brothers  valley,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Anofher  u 
That  the  townships  of  Turkey -foot  and  Milford,  in  Bedford  county,  ^^^  "'""^ 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  a  se- 
parate election  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  district  in  the  county 
aforesaid;  and  the  freemen  of  said  district,  hereby  erected,  shall 
hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jesse 
Brakins,  in  Turkey-foot  township,  in  the  county  aforesaid. 


(Now  in  So- 


Passed  5d  April,  1792.— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  315. 
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1792.  CHAPTER  MDCXIL 

An  ACT  declaring  Little  Lehigh^  and  Poca  Poco^  or  Big  creek^  in 
Northampton  coiintij^  and  Penn^s  creek^  in  Northumberland countif^  • 
public  highways. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
seiitatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly 7net^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 
Little  Le-^  froni  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Little  Lehigh,  in  Northamp- 
ed  a  public    ton  coLintv,  shall  be  a  public  highway,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up 
ig  way.      ^^  Adam  i)eshler's  mill-dam. 

PocoPoco         Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ciaied a        That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  and  persons 
's  way.      ^^   make   and  keep  open,  at  his  or  their  own  expense,  a  passage  in 
Jacob  Weiss's  mill-dam,  across  Poco  Poco,  or  Big  creek,  in  North- 
ampton county  aforesaid,  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  rafts  and  boats; 
provided  that  the   said  passage,  so  made  and  kept  open,  shall  not 
injure  the   private  rights  of  the  said  Jacob  Weiss,  his  heirs  or  as- 
signs ;  and   the  said  Poco  Poco  creek,  from  the  mouth  to  the  falls 
thereof,   shall  be   a  public  highway,  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  saving  the  rights  of  the  said  Jacob  Weiss,  as  aforesaid. 
Penn's  creek      Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
highway.      That  from   and   after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Penn's  creek,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  below  the  mouth  of  Sinking  creek,  not 
heretofore  declared  a   public   highway,  shall  hereafter  be,  and  is 
hereby,  declared  to   be  a  public   highway,  from  the  mouth  thereof 
to  the  mouth  of  Sinking  creek. 

Passed  3d  April,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  p.ige  317. 


CHAPTER  JMDCXIII. 

(Seethe       An   ACT  for   the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  7vithi)i  this  common- 
nates  to  T.  I 

chap.  1083,  wealth. 

vol.  2,  pa. 

^"^■^  WHEREAS   the  most  valuable  lands  within   this  common- 

wealth, included  Avithin  the  purchase  made  from  the  native  Indians 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  have  been 
taken  up,  located,  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of  divers  purchasers, 
at  prices  heretofore  established  by  law,  and  those  which  remain  un- 
sold and  unsettled,  being  inferior  in  quality  or  situation,  cannot  be 
sold  at  the  same  prices  :  And  Avhereas  the  prices  fixed  by  law  foi' 
other  lands  belonging  to  the  commoiiwealth  are  found  to  be  so  high, 
as  to  discourage  actual  settlers  from  purchasing  and  improving  the 
same  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  ejiactcd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  com?}iomvea/lh  of  Pennsylvania^  m  General  As- 
sembly   met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same:. 
The  price  of  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  price  of  all  the  va- 
ranriamk'    Cant  lauds  wiUiin  the  limits  of  the  purchase  made  of  the  Indians  in 
raiitteu,  &f,  ^^^   y^^ry^.  Q,.,j.  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and  all  pre- 


ceding  purchases,  excepting  always  such  lands  as  have  been  previ-     1792. 
ously  setded  upon  or  improved,  shall  be  reduced   to  the  svrni  of   *— -v — •* 
fifty  shillings   for   every  hundred  acres  ;  and  the   price   of  vacant  other  vacant 
lands,  within  the  limits  of  the  purchase  made  of  the  Indians  in  the  duced^fo-. 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  lying  east  of 
Allegheny  river  and  Conewango  cretk,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum 
of  five  pounds  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof;  and  the  same  shall 
and  may  be  grunted  to  any  person  or  persons  applying  for  the  same 
at  the   price  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  and  form  accustomed  under 
the  laws  heretofore  enacted,  and  nov/  in  force. 

Sect.   ii.    And  be  it  furtiier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  A.\\o\her 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  other  lands  belong-  bl"so]ciamiar 
ing  to  this  commonwealth,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  and  "^''''^'^ '^*^^' 
laying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Cone- 
wango creek,  excepting  such  parts  thereof  as  hei-etofore  have  been, 
or  -hereafter   shall  be,  appropriated  to  any  public  or  charitable  use 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  oflered  for  sale  to  persons  who  will  culti- 
vate, improve  and  settle   the   same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  culti- 
vated, improved   and  settled,  at  and  for  the  price  of  seven  pounds 
ten  shillings  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  with  an  allowance  of 
six  per   centum  for  roads  and  higliAvays,  to  be  located,   surveyed 
and   secured  to   such  purchasers,  in  the  manner  herein  after  men- 
tioned. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ -procn^Amp^ 
That  upon  the  application  of  any  person  who  may  have  settled  and  "ettreis""^  ° 
improved,  or  is  desirous  to  settle  and  improve,  a  plantation  within 
the  limits  aforesaid,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  which  ap- 
plication shall  contain  a  particular  description  of  the  lands  applied 
for,  there  shall  be  granted  to  him  a  warrant  for  any  quantity  of  land 
within  the  said  limits,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres,  requiring 
the  Surveyor-General  to  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use 
of  the  grantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  and  make  return 
thereof  to  the  Surveyor-General's  office,  within  tlie  term  ol  six 
months  next  following,  the  grantee  paying  the  purchase  money,  and 
all  the  usual  fees  of  the  Land-Office. 

Sect.  iv.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Dcpmy- 
That  the  Surveyor-General  shall,  v/ith  the  approbation  of  the  Go-  fustncKto' 
vernor,  divide  the  lands  thus  offered  for  sale  into  proper  and  con-  i^-'Mn'ointed. 
venient  districts,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  expedient,  so  that 
the   boundaries  of  each  district,  either  natural  or  artificial,  may  be 
known,  and  appoint  one  deputy-surveyor  for  each  district,  who  shall 
give  bond  and  security,  as  is  customary  with  other  deputy-survey- 
ors  in   this   commonwealth,  and   sliall  reside  within,  or  as  near  as 
possible  to,  his  respective  district ;  and  every  such  deputv-surveyor  Deputies  td 
shall,  within   sixty  da}  s  next  after  his  appointment,  certify  to  the  orthc^piace 
Surveyor-General,  the  county,  township  and  place,  where  such  de-  offices  are"^ 
puty-surveyor  shall  keep  his  office  open,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv-  ^'^'"^ 
ing  warrants,  in  order  that  all  persons  who  may  apply  for  lands  as 
aforesaid  may  be  duly  informed  thereof;  and  every  deputy-survey-  Andkee 
or,  who  shall  receive  any  such  warrant,  shall  make  fair  and  clear  ^°°^ 'o^' 
entries  thereof  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  by  him  for  that  purpose,  warrants, 
distinguishing  therein  the  name  of  the  person  therein,  mentioned, 
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rwther 
duties  of 
deputy- 
siifvtyors. 


Seputicf) 
not  to  survey 
oui  of  their 
districts. 


The  land  in 
each  war- 
rant to  be 
surveyed  in 
one  tract ; 


^e  form 
I^escribed. 


fl  the  survey 
exceeds  the 
<)uantity  in 
the  wafrsnt 
Ihe  excess  tu 
be  i>aiU  for. 


Deputies 
how  and 
when  to 
make  return 
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the  quantity  of  land,  date  thereof,  and  the  day  on  which  such  de- 
puty-surveyor shall  receive  the  same,  which  book  shall  be  open  at 
all  seasonable  hours  to  every  applicant,  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
copies  of  any  entries  therein,  to  be  certified  as  such,  and  signed  by 
the  deputy-surveyor,  the  party  paying  one  quarter  of  a  dollar 
therefor. 

Sect.  v.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  deputy-surveyor  shall,  at  the  reasonable  request  and  pror 
per  cost  and  charges  of  the  respective  grantees  in  such  warrants 
named,  proceed  to  survey  the  lands  in  such  warrants  described,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  the  respective  priorities  of  their 
warrants ;  provided,  that  they  shall  not,  by  virtue  of  any  warrant, 
survey  any  tract  of  land,  that  may  have  been  actually  settled  and 
improved  prior  to  the  date  of  the  entry  of  such  warrant  with  the 
deputy-surveyor  of  the  district,  except  for  the  owner  of  such  settle- 
ment and  improvement ;  and  having  perfected  such  surveys,  shall 
enter  the  same  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  by  the  deputy-surveyor,  and  to 
be  called  the  survey  book ;  and  the  same  book  shall  remain  in  his 
office,  liable  to  be  inspected  by  any  person  whatsoever,  who  shall 
demand  to  see  the  same,  upon  the  payment  of  eleven  pence  for 
every  search ;  and  the  deputy'-surveyor  shall  cause  copies  of  any 
such  survey  to  be  made  out,  and  delivered  to  any  person,  upon  the 
payment  of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  for  each  copy. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  making  any  survey  by  any  deputy-surveyor,  he  shall  not 
go  out  of  his  proper  district  to  perform  the  same,  and  that  every 
survey  made  by  any  deputy-surveyor  without  his  proper  district 
shall  be  void  and  of  non  effect ;  and  the  Surveyor-General,  and  his 
deputies,  are  hereby  severally  directed  and  enjoined  to  survey,  or 
cause  to  be  surveyed,  the  full  amount  of  land  contained  and  men- 
tioned in  any  warrant,  in  one  entire  tract,  if  the  same  can  be  found, 
in  such  manner  and  form,  as  that  such  tract  shall  not  contain  in  front 
on  any  navigable  river  or  lake,  more  than  one  half  of  the  length  or 
depth  of  such  tract,  and  to  conform  the  lines  of  every  survey  in 
such  manner  as  to  form  the  figure  or  plot  thereof,  as  nearly  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  to  an  oblong,  whose  length  shall  not  be 
greater  than  twice  the  breadth  thereof;  and  in  case  any  such  sur- 
vey should  be  found  to  contain  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  than  is 
mentioned  in  the  warrant  on  which  it  shall  be  made,  so  that  such 
excess  be  not  more  than  one  tenth  of  the  number  of  acres  mention- 
ed in  such  warrant,  besides  the  usual  allowance  for  roads  and  high- 
ways, the  return  thereof  shall  nevertheless  be  admitted  under  the 
warrant,  provided  the  party  procuring  such  return  to  be  made  shall 
forthwith  pay  to  the  Receiver- General  of  the  Land-Office,  the 
price  or  value  of  such  excess  or  overplus  land,  at  the  same  rate  at 
which  he  paid  for  the  land  mentioned  in  the  warrant. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  every  deputy-surveyor  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act 
shall,  within  the  month  of  February,  in  the  next  year,  make  and 
return  into  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General,  plots  of  every  sur- 
vey which  he  shall  have  made  in  pursuance  of  any  warrant,  con- 
nected together  in  one  general  draft,  so  far  as  they  may  be  cpntigu- 


ous  to  each  other,  with  the  courses  and  distances  of  each  line,  the     1792. 
quantity  of  land  contained   in  each  survey,  and  the  name  of  the    ^"v— ^ 
person  for  whom  the  same  was  surveyed ;  and  every  succeeding 
year  he  shall  make  a  like  return  of  the  surveys  made  in  the  year 
preceding. 

Sect.  viii.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Beputiesto 
That  the  deputy-surveyor  of  the  proper  district  shall,  upon  the  ap-  "t'^^or^ac. 
plication  of  any  person  who  has  tnade  an  actual  settlement  and  im-  t^iiaJi  settjew  s 
provement  on  lands  lying   north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and 
Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  and  upon  such  person  paying  the 
legal  fees,  survey  and  mark  out  the  lines  of  the  tract  of  land  to 
which  such  person  may,  by  conforming  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
become  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  settlement  and  improvement :  Pro- 
vided,  That  he  shall  not  survey  more  than  four  hundred  acres  for  ^'■""'''' 
such  person,  and  shall,  in  making  such  survey,  conform  himself  to 
all  the  other  regulations  by  this  act  prescribed. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  whatserfla= 
That  no  warrant  or  survey,  to  be  issued  or  made  in  pursuance  of  veltVthie 
this  act,  for  lands  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Al-  JantS^*'' 
legheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  shall  vest  any  title  in  or  to  the  lands 
therein  mentioned,  unless  the  grantee  has,  prior  to  the  date  of  such 
warrant,  made,  or  caused  to  be  made,  or  shall,  within  the  space  of 
two  years  next  after  the  date  of  the  same,  make,  or*  cause  to  be 
made,  an  actual  settlement  thereon,  by  clearing,  fencii%  ;»nd.  culti-  (on  tte  sii>. 
vating  at  least  two  acres  for  every  hundred  acres  contained  ;n  one  iection,*see 
survey,  erecting  thereon  a  messuage  for  the  habitation  of  man,  and  205^^340!) 
residing,  or  causing  a  family  to  reside  thereon,  for  the   space  of 
five  years  next  following  his  first  settling  of  the  same,  if  he  or  she 
shall  so  long  live ;  and  that  in  default  of  such  actual  settlement  and  when  othej 
residence,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  this  commonwealth  '^^"^^^^ 
to  issue  new  warrants  to  other  actual  setters  tor  the  said  lands,  or 
any  part  thereof,    reciting  the  original  warrants,  and  that  actual 
settlements  and  residence  have  not  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  so  as  often  as  defaults  shall  be  made,  for  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  which  new  grants  shall  be  under  and  subject  to  all 
and  every  the  regulations  contained  in  this  act :  Provided  ahvays  p^.^  •  ^ 
nevertheless.  That  if  any  such  actual  settler,  or  any  grantee  in  any 
such  original  or  succeeding  warrant,  shall  by  force  of  arms  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  be  prevented  from  making  such  ac- 
tual settlement,  or  be  driven  therefrom,  and  shall  persist  in  his  en- 
deavours to  make  such  actual  settlement  as  aforesaid,  then,  in  ei- 
ther case,  be  and  his  heirs  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  actual  setdement  had  been 
made  and  continued. 

Sect.  x.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rh^^^f^^i^  ^^ 
That  the  lands  actually  settled  and  improved  according:  to  the  nro-  ifUaWefbr 

.    .  PI-  1  •  1  ''  '"^  consider- 

Visions  01  this  act,  to  whosesoever  possession  they  may  descend  or  auon  money 
come,  shall  be  and  remain  liable  and  chargeable  for  the  payment  of  ^" 
the  consideration  or  purchase  money  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  for  every 
hundred  acres,  and  the  interest  thereon  accruing  from  the  dates  of 
such  improvements  ;    and  if  such  actual  settler,  not  being  hindred  ^<=«"»i  'et- 
as  aforesaid,  by  death,  or  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  shall  to^^y  for 
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1 792,  neglect  to  apply  foi*  a  warrant  for  the  space  of  ten  years  after  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  this 
commonwealth  to  grant  the  same  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  others, 
by  warrants,  reciting  such  defaults ;  and  the  grantees,  complying 
with  the  regulations  of  this  act  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  same 
to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns ;  but  no  warrant  shall  be  issued  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  until  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Receiver-General  of  the  Land-Office. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  any  caveat  is  determined  by  the  Board  of  Property,  in 
dtcWedr^d  manner  heretofore  used  in  this  commonwealth,  the  patent  shall  ne- 
suits  w  en  ^gj-ti^gigss  be  Stayed  for  the  term  of  six  months,  within  which  time 
the  party  against  whom  the  determination  of  the  Board  is,  may  en- 
ter his  suit  at  common  law,  but  not  afterwards  ;  and  the  party  in 
whose  favour  the  determination  of  the  Board  is,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  in  possession,  to  all  the  intents  and  purposes  of  try- 
ing the  title,  although  the  other  party  should  be  in  actual  possession, 
which  supposed  possession  shall  nevertheless  have  no  effect  upon  the 
rroceedings  ^^^^  >  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  °^  which  term  of  six  months  aforesaid,  if  no  suit 
is  entered,  a  patent  shall  issue  according  to  the  determination 
of  the  Board,  upon  the  applicant  producing  a  certificate  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  proper  county  that  no  suit  is  commenced,  or  if  a 
suit  is  entered,  a  patent  shall,  at  the  determination  of  such  suit, 
issue  in  common  form  to  that  party  in  whom  the  title  is  found  by- 
law ;  and  in  both  cases,  the  patent  shall  be  and  remain  a  full  and 
perfect  title  to  the  lands  against  all  parties  and  privies  to  the  said  ca- 
veat or  suit ;  saving  nevertheless  to  infants,  femes  coverts,  persons 
beyond  sea,  non  compotes  meyitis^  and  others  under  disabilities,  their 
respective  rights,  until  twelve  months  after  such  disabilities  are  re- 
moved. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  direct  taxes  shall  be  levied,  assessed  or  collected,  for  the 
use  of  this  commonwealth,  upon  or  from  any  of  the  lands  or  tene- 
ments lying  north  and  west  of  the  purchase  made  of  the  Indians  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  or  the  person- 
al estate  found  thereupon,  for  the  full  space  or  term  of  ten  years 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  following  tracts  of  land  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
is  to  say ;  at  Presque-isle  formed  by  Lake 
Erie,  the  island  or  peninsula  which  forms  the  harbour,  and  a  tract 
extending  eight  miles  along  the  shore  of  the  Lake,  and  three  miles 
in  breadth,  so  as  to  include  the  tract  already  surveyed,  by  virtue  of 
a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  whole  of  the  har- 
bour formed  by  the  said  Presque-isle,  at  the  mouth  of  Harbour 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  Lake  Erie,  and  along  the  shore  of 
the  Lake,  on  both  sides  of  said  creek,  two  thousand  acres. 

Sect.  xiv.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  the  lands  within  the  triangle  on  Lake  Erie,  purchased  from 
the  United  States,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed,  and  they  are  hereby 
declared  to  be,  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Alleghcn}-. 
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Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesatdi    1792. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  holder  or  holders  of   ^— v-^^ 
any  unsatisfied  warrant  and  warrants,  heretofore  issued  for  lands,  ^"Jrantsf'* 
agreeably  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  al-  "^^1^^^^^^^ 
ter  and  amend  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  opening  the  law,  maybe 
Land-Office,  for  granting  and  disposing  of  the  unappropriated  lands  any  vacant 
within  this  state,"*  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  in  |^^"    ' 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -four,  to  locate  the  272.'*    '  '  * 
quantity  of  land  for  which  such  unsatisfied   warrant  and  warrants 
was  and    were    granted,  in  any  district  of  vacant  and   unappro- 
priated land  within  this   commonwealth  ;  provided  the  owner  or  subject  to 
owners  of  such  unsatisfied  warrants  shall  be  under  the  same  regula-  ti'o'k7of 'rwis 
tions  and  restrictions,  as  other  owners  of  warrants  taken  for  lands  ^=^* 
lying  north  and  west  of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango  creek, 
are  made  subject  by  this  act,  the  said  recited  act,  or  any  other  act 
or'acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise 
notwithstanding. 

Passed  3d  April,   17^2, — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  319, 


CHAPTER  MDCXIV. 

An  ACT  for  establishing  and  building  a  bridge  across  the  river 
Lehigh^  at  Bethlehem^  zJi  the  county  of  Northampton. 

[JOHN  SHROPP  empowered  to  build  a  bridge  across  Lehigh 
at  or  near  the  ferry  at  Bethlehem,  and  to  take  certain  specified  tolls ; 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  ground  on  each  side  of 
the  river,  penalty  for  exacting  unlawful  tolls,  and  appeal  to  the  next 
sessions  on  conviction.  Provision  for  making  the  bridge  a  free 
bridge,  if  the  legislature  should  so  declare  it,  and  how  the  compen- 
sation is  to  be  estimated.] 

Passed  3d  April,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  318. 


CHAPTER  MDCXVII. 

An  ACT  for  establishing  a  nightly  xuatch^  providing  lamps ^  and 
supporting  pumps^  for  public  use,  iti  the  borough  of  Lancaster, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

[THE  borough  of  Lancaster  divided  into  four  wards.    2.  Ward-  CPrintedat 
ens  and  assessors  to  be  chosen  on  the  fourth  ]\f  onday  in  September,  4th!8  vo.'pa. 
annually,  by  the  freeholders  and  taxable  inliabitants  of  the  borough,  vols,  fono), 
Vacancies  to  be  supplied  by  the  burgesses  and  assistants,  penalty  on  ?*•  ^-''^ 
wardens  refusing  to  serve,  but  not  compellable  to  serve  more  than 
Qne  year  in  any  term  of  three  years.     3.  The  manner  prescribed 
for  laying  assessments,  the    pay  of  assessors  and  duty  of  the  war- 
dens, assessments  to   be  returned  to  the  corporation,  not  to  exceed 
four  pence  in  the  pound  in  any  one  year,  and  deficiences  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  next  year's  rate.     Surplus  to  be  carried  to  next  year*s  ac- 


1792.  count ;  single  freemen  may  be  taxed  not  less  than  three,  nor  more 
I— ^-^^  than  six  shillings.  4.  A  collector  of  the  taxes  to  be  appointed,  to 
give  bond  and  surety,  his  duties  and  compensation ;  appeals  allowed. 
5.  Proceedings  to  recover  the  sums  charged  after  the  day  of  appeal, 
in  case  of  refusal  to  pay.  6.  The  collector,  how  to  account  and  pay 
over  the  monies,  and  penalty  for  his  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform 
his  duty.  7.  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  to  be  appointed,  to  give 
sureties,  how  compensated.  8.  To  receive  all  monies  from  the 
collector  and  his  duties  prescribed.  9.  The  corporation  to  keep  regu- 
lar accounts  of  their  proceedings  under  this  act.  10.  Qualifications, 
or  oaths,  &c.  to  be  taken  by  the  assessors  and  wardens.  11.  The  cor- 
poration to  maintain  pumps  out  of  the  monies  to  be  collected  by  this 
act,  and  proceedings  to  secure  the  keeping  of  the  pumps  in  good 
order,  and  penalty  for  breaking  or  damaging  the  pumps.  12.  The 
corporation  to  put  up  lamps  and  employ  watchmen,  and  to  regulate 
the  duties  of  the  wardens  and  watchmen ;  and  in  what  manner  the 
alarm  is  to  be  given  in  case  of  fire.  1 3.  Wardens  daily  to  examine 
the  lamps,  and  penalty  for  maliciously  damaging  the  lamps,  &c.  or 
neglecting  to  give  notice  of  accidental  damage.  14.  Penalties  in- 
curred by  minors,  apprentices  and  servants,  how  to  be  satisfied.  15. 
All  penalties  to  be  recovered  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  be 
sued  for  within  three  months.] 

Passed    4th   April,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book   No.  IV.  page  333. 


CHAPTER  MDCXXI. 

^n  ACT  to  unite  thejlfth  and  sixth  electioii  districts  in  the  county 

of  Washington. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
lives  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.    That 
eiecti'ou  dis-  the  fifth  and  sixth  election  districts,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
Washington  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  united,  established, 
county  erect-  ^j^^j  ercctcd  into  onc  election  district,  in  the  said  county,  called  the 
The  electors  fifth  election  district  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  freemen  of  the  said 
meet?  *°      fi^^h  district,  hereby  erected,  shall  hold  their  annual  election  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  George  Burget,  miller,  and  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  like  privileges,  as  are  by  law  granted  to  other  election  dis- 
tricts, any  thing  in  the  election  laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  the 
contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  8th  of  March,  1792.--Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  350. 


The  fifth 


CHAPTER  MDCXXII. 


A  SUPPLEJVIENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
K'lK'  support  ofthegovern7ne7it  of  this  commonwealth:' 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 


nothing  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  support  of    1  ^92, 
the  government  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  thirteenth  day   ^''^  ^ 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  shall  be  con-  '^y.f^Zkvs 
strued  to  deprive  the  Attorney- General  of  the  fees  heretofore  fixed  afeVted'by  a 
by  law  for  his  services  in  his  office,   but  he  shall  receive  the  legal  former  act. 
fees  to  which  he  was  entitled  before  the  passing  of  the  act,  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement. 

Sect.  ii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Annual  saia- 
the  several  annual   salaries  mentioned  in  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  paid  quaner. 
supplement,  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  by  warrants  drawn  by  the  go-  ^^' 
vernor  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state. 

Sect.  hi.  [Bench  fees  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county, 
for  the  use  of  the  county.  Virtually  repealed  the  twenty-fourth  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.] 

Passed  4th  April,  1792.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  351. 


CHAPTER  MDCXXIII. 

ain  ACT  erecting-  the  township  of  Neivto7i,a7id partofWest  Penns- 
horough,  in  Cumberland  county,  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  comvi07ixvcalth  of  Pennsylvania,    in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  rhefiftk 
the  township  of  Newton,  and  that  part  of  West  Pennsborough  which  dbtric"in 
lies  westward  of  a  road,  known  by  the  name  of  Smith's  road,  be-  ^o"i!]!t''y''^"^ 
ginning  at  a  point  in  the  said  road,  in  the  division  line  of  York  and  erected ; 
Cumberland  counties,  thence  by  the  same  road  to  Pine  Grove  fur- 
nace, and  from  thence  a  straight  line  to  Samuel  Weakley's,  on  the 
Walnut  bottom,  and  leaving  Smith's,  Browster's,  and  the  aforesaid 
Samuel  Weakley's,  in  the  district  of  Carlisle,  and  from  thence  by 
the  said  Walnut  bottom  road  to  Smith's  road,  thence  by  Smith's  road 
to  the  head  of  Mount-rock  spring,  and  from  thence  by  the  same 
road  to  Alter's,  late  Wood's  mill,  from  thence  by  the  same  road  to 
M'Clure's  gap,  in  the  North  mountain,  and  continuing  to  the  line 
of  Toboin  township,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
struck  off  and  separated  from  the  first  and  fourth  election  districts 
in  the  said  county  of  Cumberland,  and  be  established  and  erected 
into  a  separate  district,  called  the  fifth  election  district,  in  said  coun- 
ty of  Cumberland  j  and  that  the  freemen  of  the  said  fifth  district,  ^ 
hereby  erected,  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  school-house  electors  to 
in  the  town  of  Neufville,*  in  Newton  township  aforesaid,  and  shall  "chooi^house 
be  entitled  to  like  privileges,  as  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  '"  ^^^^.!"^: 
commonwealth  are  granted  to  the  other  districts  oi  this  common- 
wealth, any  thing  in  the  election  laws  of  this  state  to  the  contrary 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  4th  April,  1792— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  p^e  352, 
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15^92.  CHAPTER  MDCXXV. 

An  ACT  for  the  relief  a?id  support  of  poor  confined  debtors. 

t»  See  voj.  WHEREAS  many  persons  confined  for  debt  in  the  prison 

chap!  315',      called  the  debtors  apartment,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  are  so  poor, 

hereto. 5°'^*  as  to  be  Unable  to  procure   food  for  their  subsistence,  or  fuel  or 

covering  in  the  winter  season,  and  it  is  inconsistent  with  humanity 

to  suffer  them  to  want  the  cammon  necessaries  of  life  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Inspectors  of  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority   of  the  same.   That 
beln^ec."    the  insjicctors  appointed,  and  to  be  appointed,  by  the  mayor  and 
^btors^''^    aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  justices  of  the  county 
apartment ;   of  Philadelphia,  for  the  regulating  and  inspecting  the  common  gaol 
of  the  said  county,  under  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth, 
passed  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reform  the  penal 
laws  of  this  state,"  shall  likewise  be  inspectors  of  the  said  debtors 
a*wrdt?1Sfd  apartment,  and  shall  attend  at  the  said  debtors  apartment,  at  least 
Sdons?^"    once  in  each  week,  and  shall  examine  into  and  inspect  into  the  ma- 
nagement thereof,  and  the  conduct  of  the  keeper  and  his  deputies, 
and  shall  make  such  orders  and  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  well 
ordering  and  cleanliness  of  the  said  apartment,  as  shall  be  approved 
of  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  the  president  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia.* 
Duty  ot  the       Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
inspeotors.    rpj^^^  -^  gj^^j^  ^^  p^^.^.  ^£  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^£  ^1^^  ^^jj  inspectors,  to  examine 

into  the  condition  of  the  several  persons  confined  in  the  said  debtors 
apartment,  with  regard  to  their  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  and  to  provide  fuel  and  blankets  for  such  of  them  as  are  inca- 
pable of  obtaining  them  by  reason  of  his  or  her  poverty ;  the  charges 
of  such  provision  for  the  said  debtors,  respectively,  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  treasurer  of  Philadelphia  county,  out  of  the  county  stock, 
under  orders  of  the  commissioners  of  the  said  county,  who  are 
hereby  directed  to  draw  such  orders,  from  time  to  time,  on  certifi- 
cates from  the  said  inspectors,  allowed  by  the  mayor  of  the  said 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  president  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
tif^iSby  Philadelphia  county ;  and  the  said  inspectors  shall  make  an  allowance 
plaintiffs  of  seven  cents  per  day  for  food  to  each  of  such  poor  debtors,  as  is  in- 
"***  ^'  capable  of  supporting  him  or  herself,  the  said  latter  allowance  to  be 
paid  weekly  by  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  at  whose  suit  or  suits  such 
debtor  is  confined  ;  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  of  such 
allowance,  by  or  on  behalf  of  such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  on  every 
Monday,  after  ten  days  notice  hath  been  given  of  such  allowance  by 
the  inspectors  to  the  said  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  or  his,  her,  or  their 
attorney,  or  agent  or  agents,  shall  operate  as  a  discharge  from  con- 
finement of  such  poor  debtor. 

Sect.  hi.  Be  it  further    enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid, 
keSof  Ihe  'r^^*  ^^^  ^'"d  keeper  of  the  debtors  apai-tment  in  the  city  of  Phi- 

*  The  rules   and  rejfulations  made  for  the  debtors'  apartment,  have  been  in- 
advertently printed,  in  vol.  2,  pa.  545,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 
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ladelphia  shall  have  and  receive  the  annual  sum  of  five  hundred  dol-    1792* 
lars,  in  quarterly  payments,  in  lieu  of  all  fees  from  the  county  stock,    ^-"-v— ^ 
for  his  care,  trouble  and  services,  and  that  of  his  assistant  or  assist-  'debtors 
ants  m  the  said  office,  on  orders  to  be  drawn,  from  tmie  to  time,  by  how  to  be 
the  commissioners  of  Philadelphia  county,  on  the  treasurer  of  that  p^'*** 
county. 

Sect.  iv.  And   whereas  it  may  be  necessary  that  alterations  be 
made  in  the  debtors  apartment,  in  order  to  render  the  same  conve- 
nient :  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  AUeratioaa 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  are  hereby  authorized,  fnthe'dtbt- 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the  said  debtors  apartment  as  they  shall  ^"nisf "" 
judge  necessary,  provided  the  expense  of  the  said  alterations  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  which  expense  shall  be 
paid  by  orders  to  be  drawn  by  the  commissioners  on  the  treasurer 
of  the  said  county. 

Sect.  v.  And  whereas  it  may  not  be  practicable  at  present  to 
extend  all  the  provisions  that  are  herein  made  for  the  debtors  con- 
fined in  the  debtors  apartment  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  all  the 
gaols  of  the  several  counties  in  this  commonwealth  :  Therefore,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life  to  such 
persons  as  are  or  may  be  confined  for  debt  in  the  several  gaols  of 
the  different  counties.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Aiiowanfe 
said.  That  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  several  counties  of  of  neces- 

1  •  til  11  II  saries  to 

this  commonwealth  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  and  enjoin-  confined 
ed  to  make  the  like  allowance  and  provision  for  fuel  and  blankets,  to  be  made. 
for  the  use  of  such  of  the  debtors  confined  in  the  gaols  of  their  re- 
spective counties,  as  are  incapable  of  obtaining  them  by  reason  of 
his  or  her  poverty,  the  charges  of  such  provision  for  the  said  debt-  The  charge 
ors,  respectively,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  out  of  '*°^i'^}a''i«' 
the  county  stock,  under  orders  of  the  commissioners  of  the  said  a  weekly 
county,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  draw  such  orders,  from  time  to  ^'ifwaiice  to 

•  r  r      ^  '^  i       i  -i  be  uaid  by 

time,  on  certmcates  or  the  said  courts ;  and  the  said  courts  shall  piamtiffs ; 
make  an  allowance,  not  exceeding  seven  cents  per  day,  for  food,  to 
each  of  such  poor  debtors  as  is  incapable  of  supporting  him  or  her- 
self, the  said  latter  allowance  to  be  paid  weekly  by  the  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs,  at  whose  suit  or  suits  such  debtor  is  confined;  and  the  and  in  case 
neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  of  such  allowance,  by  or  on  behalf  of  the"u?isoner 
such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  on  every  JMonday,   after  notice   given  '^'^'^"^''s^''- 
thereof  by  the  said  courts  to  the  said  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  or  his, 
her,  or  their  attorney,  or  agent  or  agents,  shall  operate  as  a  dis- 
charge from  confinement  of  such  poor  debtor. 

Passed  4th  April,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  353. 


CHAPTER  ^IDCXXVIII, 

An  ACT  to  provide  fer  printing,  publishing,  and  distributing  the 
laws  of  this  commomvealth,  and  to  direct  a  proper  index  to  be  made 
of  the  records  of  the  executive  department, 

"WHEREAS  it  is  the  dut}'  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  ('^°^e.  \vi.  s. 
the  administration  «f  the  public  affairs,  to  make  an  earlv  and  accu-  isss.}  '*'' 
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1792.    rate  communication  of  their  proceedings  to  their  constituents;  and 
'**'V"'*^    it  is  essential  to  the  peace   and  prosperity  of  the  community  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws  should  be  generally  disseminated :    In  order 
therefore,  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of  those  important  objects, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  coynmonxOealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
The  govern,  inet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
apiTnf^'oP  [th^  governor  may  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  and  em- 
the  laws.  pjoy  a  printer  or  printers,  to  print  and  publish  not  more  than  three 
i7Lh  MMch,  thousand,  nor  fewer  than  two  thousand  five  hundred,  copies  of  the 
""^■^  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth, 

as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  same  shall  be  enacted  and 
The  secreta-  P^^^ed  :]  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  common- 
ry  to  collate  wealth  to  collatc  with,  and  correct  by  the  original  rolls,  the  proof  sheets 

and  correct         p,  .  ,  -ri  -i  i  i-  -i 

the  proof      oi  tile  pmited  copies  oi  the  said  acts  and  resolutions  respectivel}'^, 
s  eets,  L  c.    ^^^  ^^  2iSi^  thercunto  proper  marginal  notes,  stating  the  purport  of 

each  paragraph,  or  section,  before  the  same  shall  be  published. 
The  secreta-      Sect.   II.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ry  to  collect  That  at  the  end  of  each  and  every  session  of  the   General  Assem- 
ble the  laws  bly,  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  cause  the  acts  and  re- 
sionf*^   ^^^'  solutions  passed  therein  to  be  collected  and  stitched  together  in  one 
pamphlet,  with    a  cover  of  blue  boards,  of  which  he  shall  deliver 
twenty-five  copies  into  the  keeping  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  the   Senate  respectively,  and  eighty-six 
copies  into  the  keeping  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
The  ratio  of  respectively.     And   he   shall   distribute   the  residue  in  manner  fol- 
mnong"hr  lowing,  that  is  to  say  ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court 
presctibed''^*  ^^^  copies,  One  thereof  for  each  of  the  Judges,  one  for  the  Attor- 
ney-General, and  one  for  himself  ,*  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land- 
Office  one  copy ;  to  the  Surveyor-General  one  copy ;  to  the  Recei- 
ver-General of  the  Land-Office    one   cOpy;    to  the  Comptroller- 
General  one  copy ;  to  the  Register-General  one  copy ;  to  the  State 
Treasurer  one  copy ;  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Mayor's  court  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ,*  to  the  Prothonotary 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies;  to  the 
Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Bucks  one  hundred  and  twenty  co- 
pies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Chester   one  hundred 
and  twenty  copies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter one  hundred  and  eighty  copies;    to  the  Prothonotary  of  the 
county  of  Dauphin  ninety  copies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  coun- 
ty of  York  one  hundred  and  eighty  copies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of 
the  county  of  Cumberland  ninety  copies  ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of 
the  county  of  Berks  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ;  to  the  Prothono- 
tary of  the  county  of  Northampton  one  hundred  and  twenty  copies  ; 
»  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Bedford  eighty  copies ;  to  the 

Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  ninety  copies ;  to 
the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland  ninety  copies  : 
to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  AVashington  one  hundred  and 
twenty  copies  ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Fayette  sixty 
copies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Franklin  seventy 
copies;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Montgomeiy  one  huti- 
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dred  and  twenty  copies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Hunt-     1 792^ 
ingdon  fifty  copies  ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Luzerne    ^■■— v*-^ 
forty  copies  ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Mifflin  sixty  co- 
pies ;  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Allegheny  fifty  copies  ; 
and  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  of  Delaware  ninety  copies. 
And  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  city  of  Philadel-  Hcwvtoie 
phia,  and  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several  counties  aforesaid,  shall,  blf'theofui). 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  said  pamphlets,  distribute  the  same  within  ^7  "®<^"'' 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say ;  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Mayor's  court  shall 
deliver  one  copy  thereof  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  to  each  of  the 
Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  one  hundred   and 
thirty-five  copies    thereof  to    the    Clerk  of  the  corporation  of  the 
said  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the 
citizens  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  said  Prothonota- 
ries shall   deliver  one  copy  thereof  to  each  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  Register  of  wills,  Recorder  of  deeds.  Clerk  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  to  each  justice  of  the  peace,  to  the  board  of 
Bounty  commissioners  one  copy,  and  to  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners one  copy,  and  one  copy  to  the  Constable  of  each  township, 
for  the  use  thereof,  to  be  lodged  in  the  respective  townships,  at  the 
usual  place  of  meeting  to  choose  township  officers ;  and  shall  dis- 
tribute the  remaining  copies  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
townships,  within  their  respective  counties  aforesaid. 

Selt.  III.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  secre- 
That  as  often  as  there  shall  be  a  number  of  laws  enacted  sufficient  cll^e  the 
to  form   a  volume  of  a  convenient  size,  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  }»ws tobe 

'  .  •  bound  in 

Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  to  cause  a  concise  and  complete  in-  volumes, 
dex  to  be  made  of  the  contexts  of  such  laws,  which  index  shall  be  dex. 
printed,  and  included  in  the  pamphlets  containing  the  acts  of  the  ^e^bo'und^" 
last  session  that  are  to  be  comprised  in  the  volumes  respectively,  volumes  and 
and  the   Secretary  of  the   commonwealth   shall  farther  thereupon 
cause  two  hundred  sets  of  the  said  laAvs  and  index  to  be  neatly  bound 
in  volumes,  and  properly  lettered,  and  deliver  five  sets  thereof,  so 
bound  and  lettered,  to  the  clerk  of  the  Senate,  for  the  use  of  the  "o^  to  be 
Senate,  and  fifteen  sets  thereof  to  the  clei-k  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, for  the  use  of  the  said  House  of  Representatives  ;  [to 
the  President   of  the   High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  and  to 
each  Judge  thereof,  not  included  in  some  other  description  in  this 
act  contained,  one  copy,]  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  one  copy ; 
to  the  Prothonotary  of  the   Supreme  Court  six  copies,  one  thereof 
for  each  of  the  Judges,  one  for  the  Attorney- General,  and  one  for 
himself;  and  to  the  President  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  several  counties,  each  one  copy ;  and  to  the  clerks 
of  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  of  the  corporation  ot  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  to  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several  counties,  for  the 
use   of  the  respective  courts,  when  sitting,  each  one  copy ;  and  to 
the   Secretary  of  State   of  the    United    States,  one    copy ;    to  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  one  copy ;  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Senate, 
one  copy;   to  the  clerk  of  the  House   ef  Representatives  of  the 

Vol.  III.  h 


82 


1792, 


The  secre- 
tarj'  to  "It- 
test  the  col- 
lation ot 
tiie  laws. 


Turther  du- 
ties of  the 
^iCCretary, 


h  legal 
character 
to  collate 
the  repub- 
lished laws, 
(obsolete.) 


The  expen= 
ses  incur, 
red  under 
this  act 
how  to  be 


United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  said  house,  one  copy ;  to  the  ex- 
ecutives of  each  state  in  the  union,  for  the  use  of  their  respective 
Legislatures,  one  copy ;  three  sets  thereof  to  the  hbrary  company 
of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  remaining  sets  he  shall  retain  in  his  own 
custody,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  this  commonwealth  shall  prefix  to  each  volume 
an  attestation,  under  his  hand,  that  he  has  collated  the  laws  con- 
tained therein  v/ith  the  original  rolls  in  the  Rolls-Office^  and  corr 
rected  the  same  thereby. 

[Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  enter,  or  cause  to 
be  entered,  in  suitable  books,  M^hich  he  shall  procure  for  that  pur- 
pose, such  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  department 
of  this  commonwealth  as  have  not  already  been  so  entered,  and 
shall  thereupon  forthwith  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  sufficient 
index  to  the  same,  from  the  third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  inclusive  ;  for  which  purposes, 
and  to  enable  him  to  procure  the  assistance  of  an  additional  clerk  to 
effect  the  same,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant 
in  his  favour,  on  the  state  treasurer,  for  a  reasonable  compensation, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars.] 

Sect.  vii.  \_And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  employ  a 
proper  person,  of  legal  abilities,  to  collate  the  laws  denominated  un- 
der the  aforesaid  description,  who  shall  insert  references  from  one 
act  to  another,  or  the  title  of  another  upon  the  same  subject,  or  al- 
tering or  repealing  each  other.] 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
various  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appro- 
priated by  law  for  the  support  of  government,  upon  warrants  dra^m 
by  the  Governor  on  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  the 
treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  the  same  ac- 
cordingly. 

Passed  4th  April,  1792. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  469» 


CHAPTER  MDCXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  co?n7no?izuealth  to  iyicorpq- 
rate  a  company,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  Lancaster. 

[Sect.  1.  PROVIDING  for  the  mode  of  taking  subscriptions 
is  obsolete.  2.  In  what  manner  the  company  was  to  be  incorpora- 
ted— The  style  of  the  corporation  to  be  "The  president,  managers 
«nd  company  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road."— 
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To  have  the  Usual  corporate  powers.  3.  Proceedings  to  organize  IfOSv. 
the  company ;  no  person  to  have  more  than  ten  votes  at  any  elec-  ^"""y*^ 
tion,  &c.  whatever  number  of  shares  he  may  have ;  and  one  vote 
for  every  share  under  that  number.  4.  The  company  to  meet  on 
the  second  Monday  in  Januaiy,  annually,  and  at  other  times  when 
summoned  by  the  managers,  and  their  powers  at  such  meetings  pre- 
scribed. 6.  President  and  managers  to  meet  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  as  they  shall  agree — five  members  to  form  a  quorum ; 
their  proceedings  and  powers  at  such  meetings  prescribed.  7.  Re- 
gulations in  case  of  neglect  to  pay  the  subscription  money.  8.  Pri- 
vilege and  powers  of  the  managers  in  fixing  the  route  of  the  road ; 
but  the  general  route  fixed  to  be  from  Schuylkill  to  Brandyv/ine 
bridge,  Witmer's  bridge  and  east  end  of  Lancaster,  at  Kingstreet. 
9.  President  and  managers  may  enter  lands,  &c.  to  take  materials, 
and  mode  of  estimating  the  compensation  to  the  owners.  10.  Pre- 
sident and  managers  to  build  bridges,  &c. — the  breadth  and  con- 
struction of  the  road  prescribed  :  and  to  be  forever  kept  in  repair. 
11.  Tolls  established  at  the  completion  of  every  ten  miles  of  the 
road ;  and  proceedings  before  tolls  are  allowed.  12.  The  company 
to  appoint  toll  gatherers,  and  rates  of  tolls  fixed.  1 3.  Description 
and  burthen  of  waggons  and  carriages  permitted  to  travel  during 
the  several  specified  seasons ;  but  these  regulations  may  be  altered 
by  by-laws.     14.  How  tolls  for  oxen  are  to  be  estimated.] 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid,  fn'^c^e'thF 
That  if  the  said  company  shall  neglect  to  keep  the  said  road  in  good  company  do 
and  perfect  order  and  repair  for  the  space  of  five  days,  and  infor-  road  in  gapd 
mation   thereof  shall  be  given    to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  repairf" 
neighbourhood,  such  Justice  shall   issue  a  precept,  to  be  directed 
to  any  constable,  commanding  him  to"  summon  three  judicious  free- 
holders to  meet  at  a  certain  time,  in  the  said  precept  to  be  mention- 
ed, at  the  place  in  the  said  road  which  shall  be  complained  of,  of 
which  meeting  notice  shall  be   given  to  the  keeper  of  the  gate  or 
turnpike  nearest  thereto  ;  and  the  said  Justice  shall,  at  such  time 
and  place,  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  the  said  freeholders,  en- 
quire whether  the  said  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  in  such  good 
and  perfect  order  and  repair  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  an  inqui- 
sition to  be  made  under  the  hands  of  himself,  and  of  a  majority  of 
the  said  freeholders  ;  and  if  the  said  road  shall  be  found  by  the  said 
inquisition  to  be  out  of  order  and  repair,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act,  he  shall  certify  and  send  one  copy  of 
the  said  inquisition  to  each  of  the  keepers  of  the  turnpikes  or  gates, 
between  which  such  defective  place  shall  be,  and  from  thenceforth 
the  tolls  hereby  granted  to  be  collected  at  such  turnpikes  or  gates, 
for  passing  the  interval  of  road  between  them,  shall  cease  to  be  de- 
manded, paid  or  collected,  until  the  said  defective  part  or  parts  of 
the  said  road  shall  be  put  into  good  and  perfect  order  and  repair  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  so  put  into  good  and  per- 
fect order  and  repair,  before  the  next  ensuing  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  county  wherein  the  same  shall  be,  the  said  Justice 
shall  certify,  and  send  a  copy  of  the  said  inquisition  to  the  Justices 
of  the  said  court,  and  the  said  court  shall  thereupon  cause  process 
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to  issue,  and  bring  in  the  bodies  of  the  person  or  persons,  entrusted 
by  the  company  with  the  care  and  superintendance  of  such  part  of 
the  said  road  as  shall  be  so  found  defective,  and  shall  proceed  upon 
such  inquisition,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  upon  indictments 
found  by  the  grand  inquest  for  the  body  of  the  county  against  su- 
pervisors of  the  highAvays,  for  neglect  of  their  duty ;  and  if  the  per- 
son or  persons,  entrusted  by  the  said  company  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  convicted  of  the  offence  by  the  said  inquisition  charged,  the  said 
court  shall  give  such  judgment,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggra- 
vation of  the  neglect,  as,  according  to  right  and  justice  would  be  pro- 
per in  the  case  of  supervisors  of  the  highways  neglecting  their  duty ; 
and  fines  and  penalties  so  to  be  imposed  shall  be  recovered  in  the 
same  manner  as  fines  for  misdemeanors  are  usually  recovered  in  the 
said  courts,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  of 
the  place  wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  to  be  applied  to  re- 
pairing such  highways  as  the  township  or  county  is  bound  to  main- 
tain and  repair,  at  the  public  expense  thereof. 

[Sect.  16.  Accounts  how  to  be  kept  and  inspected.— If  the  capi- 
tal be  insufficient  to  complete  the  road — power  to  enlarge  it.  17. 
Dividends,  how  to  be  declared.  18.  The  income  to  belaid  before 
the  Legislature  at  stated  periods,  with  provision  in  certain  cases  to 
increase  the  tolls.  19-20.  Direction  posts  and  mile  stones  to  be 
placed  on  the  road.  Sec] 

Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  waggoners  and  drivers  of  carriages,  of  all  kinds,  whether 
of  burthen  or  pleasure,  vising  the  said  road,  shall,  except  when 
passing  by  a  carriage  of  slower  draft,  keep  their  horses  and  carriages 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  said  road,  in  the  passing  direction, 
leaving  the  other  side  of  the  road  free  and  clear  for  other  carriages 
to  pass  and  repass ;  and  if  any  driver  shall  offend  against  this  pro- 
vision, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  be  obstructed  in  his  passage,  and  will  sue  for  the 
same,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs,  before  any  Justice,  in  the  same 
manner  as  debts  under  ten  pounds  are  by  law  recoverable. 

Sect.  22 — is  obsolete. 

Passed  9th  April,  1792, — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  493.  fej 


fej  Supplement  to  this  act,  pas- 
sed 17th  April,  1795,  (chap.  1842,)  no 
toll  to  be  paid  by  persons  passing  on 
the  business  of  their  farms,  &c. 

By  a  further  supplement  to  this  act 
passed4th  of  April,  1798,  (chap.  1997,) 
a  penalty  is  prescribed  for  passing 
through  private  gates  or  bars,  with  intent 
to  defraud  the  turnpike;  or  taking  horses 
from  carriage,  &c.  or  wrongfully  ciaim- 
ing  or  abusing  exemptions,  or  practis- 
ing any  other  fraudulent  device  ;  or  for 
breaking  and  defacing  mile-stones  or 
direction  posts,  or  Turnpike  gates.— 
Scales  and  weights  to  be  established  at 
IXirnpike  gates ;  and  when  and  how  car- 


riages of  burthen  shall  hz  weighed  j 
and  penalty  on  refusing  to  suffer  the 
same  to  be  weighed.  Limitation  of 
suits,  and  the  act  to  continue  in  force 
two  years.  Extended  for  seven  years 
by  act  of  11th  April,  1799,  (chap. 
2081.) 

Made  perpetual,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, (which  have  been  acceded  to,) 
by  act  of  llth  April,  IBOf,  (chap. 
2853.) 

See  the  act  imposing  penalties  foi; 
defrauding  turnpike  companies  of  their 
legal  tolls ;  and  on  gate  keepers  for  re- 
ceiving illegal  tolls.  Passed  4th.  April, 
1807,  '(chap.  2802.) 


§5 


CHAPTER  MDCXXX. 

An  ACT  to  alter  the  place  of  holding"  the  annual  election  in  the  SC' 
cond  district  zuithin  the  county  of  Bedford. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
i^entatives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Elections 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  freemen  of  the  second  h?id^  &c°  ^^ 
election  district  in  the  county  of  Bedford  shall  hold  their  annual 
election  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Michael  Stall,  in  Belfast 
township,  in  tlie  county  aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  10th  Apvil,  1792.— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  5!D6. 


CHAPTER  MDCXXXIV. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
opening  and  improving  sundry  navigable  waters  and  roads  within 
this  commonwealth.^^ 

[THIS  act  repeals  some  of  the  appropriations  of  the  original 
act,  ante,  page  24,  and  alters  some  of  the  foutes — as  the  road  from 
the  mouth  of  Juniata  to  David  Miller's. — The  appropriations  for 
tlie  roads  from  Poplar  run  to  Conemaugh,  from  Little  Conemaugh 
to,  Stoney  creek,  and  from  Frank stown  to  Pittsburg,  are  directed 
to  be  applied,  to  the  road  from  Frankstown  to  Conemaugh  at  the 
mouth  of  Stoney  creek,  and  from  thence  to  the  northwest  side  of 
the  Chesnut  ridge,  at  or  near  Thomas  Trimbles.  Appropriations 
are  also  made  for  improving  the  navigation  of  certain  parts  of  Mo- 
nongahela,  Youghiogeny,  Raystown  branch  of  Juniata  and  Dun- 
ing's  creek,  out  of  the  former  appropriations  to  Little  Conemaugh. 
But  the  faith  of  the  co?n?nonwealth  is  pledged  to  restore  the  part  so 
taken  azvay^  from  Little  Conemaugh,  as  soon  as  Kiskiminetas  and 
Conemaugh  shall  be  improved,  &c. — The  appropriations  from  Ca- 
noe Narrows  to  i*oplar  run,  to  be  applied,  from  Canoe  Narrows  to 
Frankstown. — The  appropriations  from  Bedford  to  Laurel  hill,  to 
be  applied  from  Laurel  hill  to  Chesnut  ridge. — The  appropriations 
made  for  the  road  from  Fort  Penn  to  Wallenpaupeck  and  Susque- 
hanna, are  also  altered ;  and  an  additional  appropriation  is  made 
for  the  Susquehanna;  and  sundry  appropriations  for  improving 
roads.  A  road  to  be  laid  out  from  Peach  bottom  ferry  on  Susque- 
hanna, on  the  most  direct  course,  consistent  with  the  most  level 
and  eligible  ground,  as  far  as  the  state  extends,  towards  Clinstiana 
creek,  to  be  viewed,  surveyed  and  returned  by  comihissioners  as  a 
state  road  :  The  appropriation  from  Fulton's  ferry  towards  New- 
port, is  directed  to  be  applied  from  IM'Call's  ft-rry,  until  it  intersects 
the  road  from  Peach  bottom  towards  Christian^.     Roads  are  also 
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1 792.  directed  to  be  laid  out  from  Wilkes-Barre  to  Wyalusing,  or  Mushop- 
*— v^-^  pen  creek,  from  thence  to  intersect  EUicott's  road  at  or  near  Tio2;a 
point,  and  from  thence  to  the  north  bounds  of  the  State  ;  also  from 
Loyal  Sock,  on  Susquehanna  to  the  Tawanisco  branch  of  Tioga, 
and  to  extend  up  to  the  one  hundred  and  nine  mile-stone  ;  and  also 
from  Stockport,  on  Delaware,  to  the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna 
near  Mushoppen  creek.  The  Governor  to  make  contracts,  &c.  and 
necessary  deviations  and  apportionments,  &c.] 
This  act  is  chiefly  obsolete. 

Passed  10th  April,   1792.— Recbrded  in  Law  Book  No.  IV.  page  510. 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(J^eneral  assemilp  of  ^enuspltama. 


Passed  during  two  sessions  of  the  third  Legislature  under  the 
present  constitution ;  the  first  whereof  commenced  Decem- 
ber 4th,  1792,  and  ended  llth  of  April,  1793, — the  se- 
cond, which  commenced  on  the  27th  of  August,  and  ended 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1793. 


THOMaS  MIFFLIN,  governor.  .^"^^ 

SAMUEL  POWELL,  speaker  of  the  senate, 
GERARDUS    WYNKOOF,    speaker  of  the  house  o? 

REPRESENTAl  IVES, 


CHAPTER  MDCXXXIX. 


An  ACT  to  revive  certain  powers  in  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court^  and  to  vest  similar  pozuers  in  the  Judges  of  the  several 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  common-wealth, 

WHEREAS  a  certain  act  of  General  Assembly,  passed  on  the  [Original  a« 
twenty-eighth   day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  wf.V^°' 
eighty-six,  entitled  "  An   act  to  empower  the  Justices  of  the  Su-  ^^*'^ 
preme  Court  to  supply  defects  in  the  titles  to  lands,  occasioned  by 
the   loss  of  deeds  or  writings  respecting  the  same,   or  where  they 
have  been  defaced  or  rendered  illegible  by  time  or  accident,"  has; 
expired  by  its  own  limitation  :  And  whereas  the  said  act  has  been 
found  beneficial,  and  a  revival  of  the  several  provisions  thereof,  with 
an  extension  of  the  powers  therein  mentioned  to  the  several  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas,  cimnot  fail  to  prove  advantageous  to  the  inte- 
rests, and  conducive  to  the  convenience,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
commonwealth  :  Therefore, 

Sect.   i.    Be  it   enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assem- 

%met.  and  it  is  herebu  enacted  bu  the  authoritii  of  the  same.  That  Revival  of 
,,,.  ii-/-i<~,  '^  certain  act 

the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  in  part. 
Court  to  supply  defects  in  the  titles  to  lands,  occasioned  by  the  loss 
of  deeds  or  writings  respecting  the  same,  or  where  they  have  heen 
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defaced  by  time  or  accident,"  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing, 
therein  contained,  excepting  only  the  fifth  section  thereof,  is  hereby 
revived,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein 
and  hereby  particularly  mentioned,  set  forth  and  re-enacted. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  etiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Judges  of  the  seve- 
ral Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  this  commonwealth  shall  have, 
use  and  exercise,  within  their  respective  counties,  all  and  every  the 
powers,  which  in  the  said  recited  act  were  vested,  and  by  this  act 
are  revived,  in  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  shall,  in  all 
respects,  proceed  in  a  like  manner  touching  the  same  ;  excepting, 
only,  that  the  advertisements  of  notice,  in  any  such  proceeding  be- 
fore any  of  the  said  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  be  in  such  pub- 
lic newspaper  as  may  be  published  nearest  to  the  court-house  of 
such  county,  as  well  as  in  some  of  the  public  newspapers  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  costs  in  such  proceedings  shall  be 
taxed  by  the  said  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  thereof,  agreeably  to 
the  rate  of  fees  allowed  for  similar  services  in  the  same  court,  or  as 
neai'ly  so  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  records  and  proceedings  made  and  had  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  aforesaid,  or  a  copy  thereof,  authenticated  under  the 
hand  of  the  prothonotary  and  the  seal  of  the  court,  may  and  shall, 
at  all  times  thereafter,  be  read  upon  any  trial  or  controversy  respect- 
ing the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  possessions,  described  or 
mentioned  in  such  bill  or  petition,  and  shall  be  taken  and  allowed 
as  good  and  sufficient  evidence  of  the  facts  so  decreed  and  esta- 
blished, any  law,  usage  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  19th  January,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  B9ok  No.  V.  page  26. 
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An  ACT  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  annual  election  in  the 
fifth  election  district  in  the  county  of  Bedford. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  eiiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  freemen  of  the  fifth  dis- 
trict in  the  county  of  Bedford  shall  meet,  and  hold  their  annual 
election  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  ShofF,  inMilford  town- 
ship, in  the  county  aforesaid,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary,  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  24th  January,  1793.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  28. 
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CHAPTER  MDCXLI.  1793. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  secure  the  per- 
sons employed  in  the  building  and  fitting'  ships  andvesselsfor  sea^ 
by  making  the  bodij^  tackle.,  apparel  and  furniture  of  such  ships 
and  vessels^  liable  to  pay  the  several  tradesmen  employed  in  build- 
ing and  fitting  them.,  for  their  work  and  materialsi'* 

"WHEREAS  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  COriginal 
commonwealth,  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1077,  voi.'  t^ 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  entitled  ^^'  ^*'^ 
'"'  An  act  to  secure  the  persons  employed  in  the  building  and  fitting 
ships  and  vessels  for  sea,  by  making  the  body,  tackle,  apparel  and 
furniture  of  such  ships  and  vessels,  liable  to  pay  the  several  tradesmen 
employed  in  building  and  fitting  them,  for  their  work  and  materi- 
als," a  sufficient  and  ample  remedy  was  provided  for  such  trades- 
men in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  this  commonwealth,  and  experi- 
ence has  proved  the  necessity  of  such  remedy :   And  Avhereas  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  this  commonwealth  no  longer  exists,  and  the 
said  act  cannot  now  be  carried  into  effect  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
this  state,  or  of  the  United  States  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
?net^a?idit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Libeif&r 
libel  aujthorized  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  the'iien^of 
secure  the  persons  employed  in  the  building  and  fitting  ships  and  empfoyed"  in 
vessels  for  sea,  by  making  the  body,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture  of  toife'fiied'm 
such  ships  and  vessels,  liable  to  pay  the  several  tradesmen  emplo5'ed  *^°  common 
in  building  and  fitting  them,  for  their  work  and  materials,"  passed 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  to  be  filed  in  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty of  this  state,  may  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  and  for  the  county  wherein  the  cause 
of  action  hath  arisen,  or  shall  arise,  or  in  any  other  county  within 
this  state,  in  all  cases  by  the  said  act  provided  for  ;  and  thereupon  and  therep 
such  prothonotary  shall  cause  to  be  issued  a  writ,  in  the  nature  of  a  attachment 
writ  of  attachment,  to  be  devised  by  the  president  of  such  court,  ^°  '""^" 
and  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  commanding  him  to 
arrest,  attach  and  detain  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel  and 
furniture,  to  answer  the  complaint  in  such  libel  to  be  contained,  and 
thereupon  the  process  and  proceedings  shall  be  such  and  the  same, 
and  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas   shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  au-  , 

thorized  to  take  the  same  stipulation,  and  to  pronounce  the  same  thereOT*^' 
interlocutory  and  final  sentence,  decree  and  judgment,  upon  the 
said  libel,  and  upon  any  petition  of  other  person  or  persons  concern- 
ed, and  to  enforce  the  same  by  any  writ  or  writs,  or  other  compul- 
sory process,  to  be  devised  by  the  president  of  such  court  in  like 
manner,  varj  ing  the  forms  as  much  as  shall  be  proper,  as  in  and  by 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  the 
said  Court  of  Admiralty  was  authorized  to  proceed  in  like  cases. 
Provided  always  nevertheless^  That  where,  in  any  of  the  cases  oc-  y^^jg^  ^p^,, 
curring  under  the  said  act,  or  this  act,  questions  of  fact  shall  arise,  "^"^  joiiieti, 

1       •       °  .  1     11  u        •    •         1   1         1  .  ^      •  •  'to  be  tried 

An  issue  or  issues  shall  be  jomed  by  the  parties,  then*  attornies  or  bya  jur?. 
Vol.  in.  M 
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i79S.    counsel,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  and  shall  be  tried  by  u 
'— %~~'  jury  of  the  county  forthwith,  as  in  such  courts  is  usual  and  cus- 
tomary in  other  disputed  facts,  unless  the  parties  shall  agree  to  refer 
the  matters  in  variance  by  rule  of  court,  as  usual  in  other  cases  in 
the  said  courts. 

Passed  9th  February,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  28. 


CHAPTER   MDCXLIV. 

An  ACT  to  conjirm  Darnel  Lecfs  survey  of  a  town  and  out-lots 
at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek^  and  to  supersede  the  poxoers  here- 
tofore given  to  certain  commissioners  for  superintending  the  said 
survey. 


(Ante.  chap. 
1589,  pa.  56.] 


t)aniei 
Leet's  sur- 
vey coil- 
Jiruied. 


Thegov'er- 
nnrto  sell 
the  lots 
therein. 


The  appoint- 
ment ot  i-oni- 
roissioners 


WHEREAS  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  Governor  to  lay 
out  a  town  and  out-lots  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  for  the  uses 
therein  mentioned,"  passed  on  the  twent)^-eighth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  it  is,  among 
other  things,  provided,  "  That  the  said  town  and  out-lots  shall  be 
laid  out,  or  caused  to  be  laid  out,  by  the  Surveyor-General,  in  such 
manner  as  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  shall  direct :" 
And  whereas  the  Surveyor-General  deputed  and  authorized  Daniel 
Leet,  one  of  the  deputy-surveyors,  to  lay  out  the  said  town  and  lots, 
but  the  said  commissioners  not  being  able  to  attend,  the  said  Daniel 
L*eet  surveyed  and  laid  the  same  out  in  their  absence,  and  without 
their  direction  :  And  whereas  the  survey  so  made  by  the  said  Daniel 
liCet  corresponds  with  the  original  design,  and  has  received  the  ap- 
probation of  the  General  Assembly :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
Daniel  Leet  shall  return  the  survey  of  a  town  and  out-lots  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  by  him  made,  to  the  Surveyor-General,  and 
the  same  shall  thereupon  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  as  valid  and  ef- 
fectual, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  it  had  been  made  in  the  pre- 
sence and  by  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower 
the  Governor  to  lay  out  a  town  and  out-lots  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver 
creek,  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,"  passed  on  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one  :  and  the  Governor  shall  proceed  to  make  sale  of  the 
town-lots  and  out-lots  contained  in  said  survey,  and  grant  convey- 
ances therefor,  in  the  same  maimer,  and  under  the  same  regulations^ 
exceptions  and  reservations,  as  are  prescribed  in  the  said  recited 
act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  recited  act,  as  authorizes  the  Govern- 
or to  appoint  commissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
Knd  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  said  commissioners,  appointed 
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"  - 

in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  henceforth  cease,  deteiinine,  and  be  for    1793., 
ever  void.  ^^-y*"^ 

Passed  6th  March,  l~93.--Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V,  pa,^e  49. 


CHAPTER  MDCXLV. 

A  SUPPLE3IENT  to  the  act,  ejititled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
trials  of  contested  elections,''^ 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  (.\nte.  chap, 
lives    of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  ^"*'^'^''^ 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  in  vn^o  shall 
all  contested  elections  of  a  Governor,  or  member  of  either  branch  \a  cas"of  a 
of  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  the  person  returned,  and  eimion  fdt 
the  candidate  next  highest  in  votes,  shall  be  the  parties  in  the  trial  governor. 
diereof ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  neglect  of  such  person  next 
highest  in  votes,  any  one  of  the  petitioners,  duly  qualified,  who  have 
signed  the  petition  against  such  election,  taking  precedence  accord- 
ing to  the  order  in  which  they  have  signed  the  same,  shall  be  consi- 
dered as  one  of  the  parties. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aiithoritu  afor^said.Kth^t^r, 

_—  ■   *j  */  ».'•/'  figs  lieclect 

That  if  either  or  both  of  the  parties  shall  neglect  to  attend,  for  the  to  strike  iife 
purpose  of  objecting  to  and  striking  from  the  names  drawn  in  pur-  a  memberto 
suance  of  the  provisions  of  the  hrst  and  second  sections  of  an  act  fortSatpur.'' 
passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  vo&e. 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the  trials  of 
contested  elections,"  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  jointly,  or  the  members  of  either  house  separate- 
Iv,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall  appoint  one  of  their  own  number, 
in  the  place  of  either  or  both  of  die  said  parties  so  neglecting  to  at- 
tend, which  member  or  members,  so  as  aforesaid  appointed,  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  perform  every  act  and  thing 
touching  the  same,  in  as  valid  and  effectual  a  manner,  as  if  the 
party  or  parties  were  personally  pi-esent. 

Sect.  in.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Petitioners 
That  no  order  shall  be  taken  on  any  petition,  unless  the  same  is  ac-  election  to 
companied  by  a  certificate  from  the  treasurer,  prothonotary,  or  any  efectors. 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  or  counties  in  which  the  peti- 
tioners reside,  setting  forth  that  the  said  petitioners,  or  as  many  of 
them  as  are  required  by  the  law  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  were, 
at  the  time  of  signing  such  petition,  duly  qualified  electors. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Aixowanee  to 
That  all  witnesses  sent  for  and  attending  die  trial  of  contested  elec-  Trav^ening  ° 
tions  shall  be  allowed  six  cents  for  every  mile  of  the  distance  ne-  ^coT^"* 
cessarily  travelled  by  them,  in  coming  to  and  returning  from  the 
place  of  such  trial,  and  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and 
thirty-three  cents  for  every  day  they  may  be  detained  at  the  place 
of  such  trial ;  which  mileage  and  expenses,  as  well  as  t^ie  expense  Howtoi« 
of  summoning  the  said  witnesses,  shall  be  taxed  by  the  said  com-  fi^e^^l^ir"'* 
mittee  appointed  to  try  the  election,  and  certi^ed  by  their  ch-atrman  rai^* 
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1793.    to  the  Speaker  of  one  or  both  Houses,  as  the  case  may  require  j 
^■^•v^.^   and  the  amount  thereof,  the  same  being  first  approved  by  the  House 
or  Houses  to  which  such  certificate  is  made,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  count}"  in  which  the  facts  complained  of  in  sxich  pe- 
tition had  taken  place,  on  orders  drawn  by  the  Speaker  of  eidier  or 
both  Houses,  as  the  case  may  require, 
Dtarornm.      Sect.   V.  And  bf  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
SSSkT    That    committees,    appointed  in   pursuance   of  the  provisions    of 
"*""■*     Ae  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  in  all  cases  have  power 
not  only  to  determine  on  the  vtdidity  of  contested  elections,  but  al- 
so to  decide  which  of  the  candidates  has  the  greatest  number  of  le- 
gal votes,  which  candidate  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  the  seat  or 
oflBce,  which  he  had  been  voted  for  at  such  election. 

[Sect.  vi.  And  whereas  a  contest  has  arisen  respecting  the  last 
election  of  representatives  for  the  county  of  DaupMn,  and  simdrj- 
expenses  have  been  incurred  in  obtaining  the  testimony,  and  con- 
ducting the  trial  respecting  the  sad  election  :  Therefore,  Be  itfur- 
E^p;^^     ther  enacted  by  the  autharity  aforesaid^  That  the  expenses  inaured 
tecwredi      on  the  trial  of  the  said  contested  election  shall  be  paid,  in  all  re- 
toteste^]    fleets,  agreeably  to  the  rates  set  forth  in  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act.] 

Passed  eth  Marcii,  1793.— Recorded  in  Lav  Book  Ka  V.  po^  SU 


CHAPTER  MDCXLVn. 

COrijf«ai  A  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act^  entitled  "^  An  Act  to  provide  a  mare 
im.'Ke  effectual  met  nod  of  settBng  the  pubBc  accounts  of  the  commUtion- 
w-3  ers  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties  J" 

Sect,  v,  AXD  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  auditors  hereafter  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  first  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall 
have  fuU  power  and  authorit}-  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  preceding  year,  respecting  the  said  public  landings 
and  hay-scales,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  pro- 
visions, as  by  the  said  act  is  directed  respecting  the  other  accounts 
of  the  said  commissioners.  CfJ 

Passed  &h  March,  1793.— Rec<»ded  in  Law  Book  Ko.  V.  page  43. 

(X^  Br  the  preccdiBg  part  of  this  scalesbidkaaooeof  the  said  fandiDgi. 

act,  which  is   entirety  obsolete;    the  fron  SOth  of  Febnmy,  1768;  aalil  the 

auditors  were  authorized  to  settle  the  1st  of  Jsaoary,  1793,  and  sake  report 

jM^oants  relative  to  the  pobEc  landiags  to  the  Cooaos  Pleas vitUasix aMiiUu, 

»o  the  Nor-4»«fa-Ltbert:es,  acd  the  baj  au^ 


tics  of  the 
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CHAPTER  MDCXLVIII.  ir93. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  mithortze  the  '-  -  '-^ 
Receroer-General  of  the  Land-Office  to  carnj  vionies  recetved  into  act.  0^9, 
that  cffce  since  a  given  period,  jor  lands  sold,  andivhich  have  not  p^.  f'^aoA 
been  nor  shall  he  secured  to  the  purchasers,  to  the  credit  of  such  SI^JSj!* 
purchasers,  or  their  assig-ns,  in  pauments  already  due,  and  here- ^^^v^s.* 
after  to  become  due,  to  the  commonxvealth,  for  the  purchase  of 
anif  lands  Tvithin  the  samcm** 

Sect.  1.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Repre- 
ientatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  oftlie  same,  ITiat  so  ^^^p^^*^ 
much  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  uwasaiiow* 
the  Receiver- General  of  the  Land-Omce  to  cam*  monies  received  in-  boian^  doe 
to  that  ofiice  since  a  given  period,  for  lands  sold,  and  which  have  not  JJt'^JSf* 
been  nor  shall  be  secured  to  the  purchasers,  to  the  credit  of  such  pur-  l*"**-®*"** 
chasers,  or  their  assigns,  in  pa\-ments  already  due,  and  hereafter  to  be- 
come due  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  within 
the  same,"  passed  on  the  twt- nty-ninth  day  of  >Iarch,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  ninety-two,  as  authorizes  the  allowance  of  interest 
upon  the  sum  and  sums  of  money,  or  b:dances,  carried  to  the  credit 
of  any  person  or  persons  by  virtue  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  from 
the  time  of  the  original  payments  to  the  time  of  the  credit  being  ap- 
plied for  and  made,  shall  be,   and   the  same  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  repealed,  and  made  void  :  Provided  nevertheless,  and  it  i$  here-  PrcTka. 
by  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  where  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  have  been  paid,   or  such  balances  have  become 
due,  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  interest  shall  be  allowed  upon 
th^  said  sum  and  sums  of  monev,  or  balances,  from  die  time  of 
making  the  original  payments,  respective!}-,  until  the  day  of  the 

passing  of  this  act,  and  no  longer.  

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^^^ 
That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Januan.-,  in  the  year  of  our  f«'«*- 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninet)'-five,  all  and  ever}- 
person  and  persons,  who  shall  not'previously  apply  tor,  and  procure  a 
credit  to  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the  Receiver- General,  for  any 
such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  or  balances,  aforesaid,  sliall  be  thence- 
forth for  ever  baned  and  excluded  from  all  claim,  right  or  tiuc 
thereto,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  from  any  benefit 
or  advantage  which  could  or  might  have  been  obuincd,  by,  from  or 
imder  the  said  recited  act ;  and  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money, 
or  balances,  and  the  right  and  claim  thereto,  shall  tiience  become 
and  be  for  ever  forfeited  and  cancelled. 

Passed   6t!k   March,   1793 — Recorded   in  Law  Book  Ka  V.  page  52, 


CHAPTER  ^LDCXLIX. 

An  ACT  directing  the  sale  of  certain  islands  in  the  rfocr  Susque- 
hanna. 

"WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  the  General  Assemblv,  that  ^"25?« 
there  are  certain  islands  in  tlie  nvcr  Susquehanna,  and  the  several  ^\.t,f*%<t 


'**n»  -^'  CGjttvtni'ici:  to  (jfijjpcstf  of  trButesasudl  BsfeBafe.: 

S2CT.  r.  Trwriifxri!  5tr  k  aruiultsdB^tfhgf  SmaOt  frndlMmof^  JRf- 

ustfiKfnMtfj  rroftty,  ami  eft  m  ^virff&tf  snxmtud  8^  sBtr  miMam^  <^t^  'tamar, 

^"'i'"^'*'"    dbDCdfi  ^niBiffir  Bi^hmaars»  to  Bse-  smr^gyaS  finr  Ae  iffi»>  of  sadk  aygifift- 

anal  Tmdkir  tnte'  trescsnttljous;  audi  1iriniiiiiriHiiauB>  fiotoreimsficir  Mwiiflnpacd  : 

<dr  tliii'  ai^sso^xdi  ij^brndis  tt»  Ite  asartrejred»  udmdh  lias  IheeB  sannrepi^ 
and  nsinnni]^  m.  tSkft  Shawpoip^Saueiraff^  aiffieie,  fior  lAe  vac  «iff  doe 
bttP  jpno^iraetCBnes^  pnsnr  tiBi>  tAoe  iJHMrtilfci  di^  off  Jofljrs  *buc  tdbamsaBiijL 
^tCTTgm  hamfeeA  and  ^x%vat^'-w^ 

S^^'^    Tlkaiw&manypeESijni^bfflanlp, 

"insit^  5a  a&afli  seag  mtofflner  aiy  iiui|pi>wujMgai:  faes  BneaB  Made  in^wi  tiic 

uouK ;:  ■sss^  M  an^  mtgoDQutncmffldt  Ikas  been  asfide^  ke  ^hoffl  a^o  staifce 
dte mifiXDc  q£s]i£&i an^nnDxronxiiilt^ and tk&ibi^  and  Ibp xtdkonn^  made; 

^"ite!^^^    '^^  ""^  wacrami  aftafll  BasBe^  (ffirac^hjgaDir  idbad  tflns  aaffunwued  toihe 

vcaMi,  jfSQKnuBkfnii^  Qc  OH  iJu&Kjnur  (sif  Bus Asnts  ^as:vs3^B&^  feir  Ime  t^Bm  ^m  tnKi 

j?(£3B% aSiEir  t&£'  nai££aii)S'  <ibu  tnosr  :si&«  aduui  idhe  cxnntnniiliKiRBQiK'WBBdBi 
teaav  wuiiuairitfc  qtf  annFejr  iBstr  isssefiar  aaadi  infaranrtcd  Bsbnd,  m. 

tMhs^^e  oii)^  M"any  gBn&  wugTiaaii^tafflgsKaBg  fflllftitamiag  tftaa  afenieajiJdB  itdbail 
^^"^^^  l:^  dktttnmd  tD>  Ikosire  ^offid  Bd^  auBycSigv  aid.  aAoA  Ibe  <nf  iia»  arraS  on 
'^'^  Iu!t(r^  ami  tSae-  wniMfiiH'tt  naofl  finriAe  sionf  «ifet^  Bug'  fec&sOffid  fior  errei'  tto^ 

TOC  <UtflUIIWBIHIWCaMw 

«^M!s»^nn|pi  Sbctv:.  SOIL.  .At  aff  JivrlifbBrr  gmurtliiti  Btfi  Vke:  ccatilarifhf  v^urgsaM^, 
'Ttkoc  anrtr  smsfti  puiiusu^  ^wftst)  Bn^r  fifa''— >  annrsndh  wftiwiiW  or  HftnDdb» 
br  ttnitncs-  orff  ftns  wwjiim  tfwwwio^  cir  otf*  anjr  QtArar  v^^ks^  noRir  enoer  at 

iftc  ■i»'wimj  'w&iii&  caEtiTcalt  <nr  casrs^&t  sbbuD  Ise  Bilnri«nlHHi  n^nnii  Ipjr  tabe 
Bwrod  <Bff  ywqpaiUviT.  he  t&e  samff  »w«»»«m-  as  on  ail&sir  cases  utAoeDc  dbe 
aandhaaBdftaK'einiDiMarttnt  nDdce  and* 


■jjMi^K^^  tfie  hnand  of  yywym^  dalles  ^>"^t&  Ac-  afptfiwiHmtiBm  (off  i&c  CbweBiBUBv 
aaaffiDtaan  iA]r  jjnott  xn^tag  rf  tfee  iiafemfeiB  ntfcerfhar  aamwwutd  onriiiidi^ 
iBBit  oiuM  BtS"  annffisd  nor  as  ^Kanc^Bd^  Iiuhiiii|p  uicujfHid  ttk  iAk  9od% 

nof  he:  dB3Mwad  finan  tfkr  sane  in  mqfflad  Ha  feftw^tTg^  =  Jlraaidb^ 

'MaattflKhwweapmaefty  tfeemffiaBdaflriEi^ 

IVK  ^^  Ae  aas;. 
■bw-vvar.         &xar.  T.  .ffif  cr  ,-7/ c'i<f /zzz£^A.(7rz2^  (^^^iTKSsara^  TftoltiBowair-- 

^Sifc^  EdleaF'iur'T'^rr  .jfinii       ^  __,_,  ^j^  ,otf  taitfimiidtaniE^TinflHBtdhesanM: 

^ofli  du^k'r  i^iuti:  tfilT    wftaJDr  jwnw— tf   cff  flftfi*   BlUltftlOTC  aUBXCf   tlD)  1 


s> 


mfmduaimd:;   ir9& 
aadaB  sand-has  aadisiapidsjBOtgaiaiKpdiili!  <3f  cnittyatt>aB,aMd«ot  ^-nr-*^ 
atr&yrjd  aad  irlifi  kio  ihe  Sat  wyut-IScari  jF«  ofice,  fiar  the  ^?^  ., 
of  die  fate  pwnBirtiJoes,  prior  fto  dK  fiHxdi  dsf  of  Js^*,  ok  »<aB<c- 
.  1— MJfcd  jnd.  sevcai^'-ax,  sJbaA  be  jhIibbuhi  cohh- 
non  lujg^wA^  liar  ever. 

Sect.  yx.  Be  ii/mrthtr  t  mm'tfJiy  tke  mthariaaf  tfanuM^  That  ^n^,  ^ 
vlieBllieparcliaseraaniiaTe  ■MdefeJpaeyMcatofailldaeppTrriha'ae 
monies  of  an^  sodi  wfanrfs,  k  sh^  be  Inrfiil  Ibr  tiie  Go^Rataacr  to 
^^antluni  a  patent,  inihensttjiiiBni  of  dae  Land-Office,  veaaaiagdte 

Sect.  tii.  BeitJmrlhercmmMedbytkemdSurityMfafamti^  ''^^^^ 
noHMiig  in  dus  act  cxwtfaiiied  sftoB  be  cxasstraed  or  *»^*^  Id  bar  or  afca  »; 
defeat  an^pexson  or  persQDSjbcMfiespaGaic  or  oorpoKa^of  amrj-ust  ^1^^^ 
lig^  vUdi  be  or  tfae^  ina^  basFe  K  or  tD  aip^  of  Ae  said  islands  ; 
botdiat  ^  and  evcxy  sodb  rig^skdi  he  and  zenEni  of  &e  £^ 
farce  and  efect,  as  if  this  act  bad  nor  been  made. 


CHAPTER  !«IDCI 

^  SUPPLEMENT  /r  -  ri  : 

-ft>C5.  vr  BiF  CTccL  :-.  ^^-^  . 

Si:-.-.}:  -'^ 

r/"  £ftr   cane,     T- 
P:-::    rrc?,  or   n.z  tv,  is  her; 

ol-^ad  a  pabGc  hi^ '  jE^>e»  «t 

Shednage^s  mil  d£j 

focT.  n.  itfaif  f :      ^ 
That  dK  owsker  or  oinm*  : 
herdby  dedared  a  pdhGc  hig^ 
das  act,  catided  «o  oecta  c 
IibestT  to  erect  a  dm  or  dar. 
tain  and  faeep  the  same  in  gooc 
dKsaidofWMerarovBen  Ibr 
order,  in  a  cxarremeat  part  o: 
least  tweat^'-^ve  £oe£  ^iride,  v 
marat  afltiates  sa£dv  JGod  ccii. .  c_.^.._.   ... 
freaabf  tmmUd  ami^kxhnd.  Thus  if  ihe'i 
befiate  aauakaaui  aane  not  ait  ^T 
bv  die  said  partiea^  icspeodv 

void,  and  of  no  effect  to  die  T'.-  -?  ingi,  ajiv  tn-rrvn- 

hEc^cQBtamnd  notwiihuac,    .: 

Passed  6di  Xaich,  USS.— Sccaried  ia  Lair  Book  Kb.  T.p^e  55. 


CHAPTER  MDCUn. 

jfn  ACT  ii  eJtaiJe  iic  Ctmermsr  t^  tMs  cmamamszieaSUi  £9  xjicsrfc-- 
"tte  m  csmifmmtf^  for  tie  pmrfmfe  vf  j^rumUm^  2&r  t-mbrtwinkr,  c;' 
-.iaaa^tndfsr  Uhcr  pacrpeaef  therax  iiiirariiMiiir 

rCOMMlSSIO\~£BS  ^poianed^  aad  ptrwetsfi^s  ii|,iiiiil 
ler  recova^g  saiiscHj^aans  l»  dae  oanyany  fe  cohhTl^ 
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1793.  When  live  hundred  shares  are  subscribed,  the  Governor  to  incor- 
*— Y*^  porate  the  company  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  President, 
Managers  and  Company,  for  promoting  the  cultivation  of  Vines.'* 
President  and  Managers  when  and  how  to  be  chosen  ;  no  person  to 
have  more  than  twenty  votes.  The  stock  to  be  transferable,  penalty 
for  default  in  payment  of  the  subscription  money.  The  corporation 
limited  to  twenty  years,  and  to  proceed  to  cultivate  vines  within 
three  years  from  the  date  of  this  act,  or  privileges  to  cease.] 

Passed  22d  March,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  56.   fg  ) 


CgJ  Other  commissioners  appointed 
to  receive  subscriptions  by  a  supple- 
ment passed  13th  January,  1794,  (chap. 
1694.) 

By  act  passed  7th  March,  1800, 
(chap.  2110.)  The  act  in  the  text  is  re- 
vived and  amended  ;  other  commission- 
ers are  appointed.  The  company  to 
proceed  to  cultivate  vines  five  years 
after  they  sliall  be  incorporated,  or 
charter  may  be  resumed,  otherwise  to 
continue  for  twenty  years  from  the  date 
of  their  charter. 


By  a  supplement  to  the  act  of  revival, 
the  subscription  money  may  be  paid 
by  instalments. 

By  actof  Slstof  March,  1806,  (chap. 
2719,)  a  lottery  was  authorized  to  raise 
money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  company 
and  promote  the  object  of  the  associ- 
ation.  And,  by  a  supplement  passed 
23d  December,  1808,  new  commission- 
ers of  the  lottery  were  appointed,  and 
the  Governor  empowered  to  supply 
vacancies. 
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CHAPTER  MDCLIV. 

Ayi  ACT  for  erecting-  the  tozvnship  of  M'rfflm^  and  part  of  St.  Clair 
toxvuship  in  the  county  of  Allegheny^  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict, and  for  other  purposes. 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Mifflin,  and 
part  of  St.  Clair  township,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  have,  by 
their  petitions,  set  forth,  that  they  labour  under  great  inconvenien- 
ces, on  account  of  the  distance  they  live  from  the  place  of  holding 
their  annual  election,  and  also  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  Monon- 
gahela  river  :  For  remedy  whereof, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pe^insylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
blij  Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
Mifflin  township,  and  part  of  St.  Clair  township,  in  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Beck's  run,  on  Monongahela 
river  j  thence  up  said  river  to  James  Perry's  ferry ;  thence,  by 
Washington  county  line,  to  Chartier's  creek  ;  thence  down  said 
creek,  to  the  house  of  John  Bell ;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  by  the 
house  of  Nicholas  Bausman,  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  shall,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  a  separate  election 
district  in  the  county  aforesaid,  called  the  fifth  district  in  said  coun- 
ty ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  fifth  district,  hereby  erected,  shall 
hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  lately  occupied  by  John 
Reed,  stone-mason,  in  Mifflin  township,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 


torsshaube  That  wherc  any  township  or  townships  within  this  commonwealth 
""  hath  or  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  divided,  in  forming  any  elec- 

tion district,  the  taxable  inhabitants  within  each  part  of  such  divided 
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certain 

cases. 
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township  and  townships,  respectively,  shall  choose  an  inspector,  1793. 
who  shall,  within  the  part  for  which  he  is  chosen,  perform  all'and  sin-  *'— v— 
gular  the  duties  to  the  office  of  inspector  belonging ;  and  in  order 
thereto,  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  covmty  shall  furnish  the 
inspector  and  inspectors,  so  chosen,  with  a  list  of  the  taxable  inha- 
bitants within  such  divided  township  and  townships,  for  which  they 
are  respectively  chosen. 

Passed  22d  March,  1793.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V,  page  6t. 


CHAPTER  MDCLV. 

An  ACT  top}  ovule  Jhr  distributing-  the  laws  of  the  United  States^ 
aud  certain  laws  of  the  commonxvealth^  mid  for  re-printing  the 
provincial  and  state  laws^  passed  prior  to  the  second  day  of  OctO' 
ber^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one 

Sect.  v.  BE  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  "^^^^^^ 
the   copies  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  of  the  United  deliverable. 
States,  which,  by  this  act,  are  directed  to  be  distributed  amongst  the 
Justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  AJdermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several  counties,  and 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Mayor's  Court  respectively,  and  by  them  deli- 
vered to  the  said  Justices  and  Aldermen,  who   shall  give  a  receipt  justice*,  &c. 
for  the  same,  in  which  receipt  a  clause  shall  be  inserted,  obliging  J^eir^copies 
them,  respectively,  to  deliver  over  the  said  copies  to  their  succes-  to  their  suc^ 
sors  in  office. 

Passed  22d  March,  1793. — Recorded     in  Law  Book   No.   V.  page  61. 


cesnsors. 


[The  residueof  thisact  is  obsolete.] 

CHAPTER  MDCLVI. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 

"WHEREAS  the  establishment  of  a  bank,  vipon  a  foundation 
sufficiently  extensive  to  answer  the  purposes  intended  thereby,  and 
at  the  same  time  upon  such  principles  as  shall  afford  adequate  secu- 
rity for  an  upright  and  prudent  administration  thereof,  will  pro- 
mote the  regular,  permanent  and  successful  operation  of  the  finan- 
ces of  this  state,  and  be  productive  of  great  benefit  to  trade  and  in- 
dustry in  general :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  coynmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly- 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sarne^  That  a 
bank  of  Pennsylvania  shall  be  established  at  Philadelphia,  the  capi-  The  capital 
tal  stock  whereof  shall  not  exceed  three    millions  of  dollars,  and  ba°nk  of 
shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  four  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  sub-  ^fsH"*'''^* 
scriptions  towards  constituting  the  said  stock  shall,  on  the  diird  day 
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1793.     of  June  next,  be  opened  at  Philadelphia  for  two  thousand  sliarcs, 
'—V—'    at  Lancaster  for  three  hundred  shares,  and  at  Reading  for  two  hun- 
wh^re'and"'  ^^'^^^  shares.  Under  the  superintendance  of  Samuel  Howel,  John 
when  to  be    Barclay,  Clement  Biddle,   John  Ross,  Edward  Fox,  John  Swan- 
wick  and  George  Meade,  at  Philadelphia;  of  Kdward  Hand,  Ro- 
bert Coleman,  George  Ross,  Adam  Reigart  and  Casper  Shaftner,  at 
Lancaster  ;  and  of  James    Deimer,  Joseph  Heister,  James  May, 
Jacob  Bower  and  Thomas  Uundas,  at  Reading  ,*  and  a  majorit)^  of 
the  said  commissioners,  at  the  places  above  mentioned  respectively, 
shall  be  sufficient  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  appointment ;  and 
they  shall  keep  the  subscription  open  for  at  least  the  term  of  three 
days,  and,  if  not  completed  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  then  they 
shall  keep  the  same  open  until  the  number  of  shares,  at  the  places 
above  mentioned  respectively,  shall  be  subscribed  for,  and  no  lon- 
ger ;  but  if  the  subscription  shall  be  filled  at  any  time  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  term  of  three  days,  then,  and  immediately  after 
the  same  shall  be  so  filled,  no  person,  co-partnership,  or  body  poli- 
tic, shall,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  aforesaid,  be  permitted 
to  subscribe  for  more  than  two  shares.     And  it  is  hereby  expressly 
Shares  sub-    enacted^  That  all  the  subscriptions,  and  the  shares  obtained  in  coia- 
to"/tieem.  sequence  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to   be  for  the  sole  and 
peity^.'fthe  exclusive  use  and  benefit  of  the  persons,  co-partnerships,  or  bodies 
subscriijerB.  politic,  respectively,   subscribing,  or  in  whose  behalf  the  subscrip- 
tions respectively  shall  be  declared  to  be  made,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing the  same ;  and   all  bargains,    contracts,    promises,  agreements 
and  engagements,  in  any  wise   contravening  this  provision,  shall  be 
void ;  and  the  persons,  co-partnerships,  or  bodies   politic,   respec- 
tively, so  subscribing,  or  for  whose  use  the  subscriptions    shall  be 
declared  to  be  made   as  aforesaid,  shall  have,  enjoy  and  receive  the 
share  and  shares  respectively  in  consciquence  thereof  obtained,  and 
all  the  interest  and  emoluments  thence  arising,  as  freely,,  fully  and 
absolutely,  as  if  they  had    severally  and  respectively  paid  the  con- 
sideration therefor,  any  such  bargains,  contracts,  promises,    agree- 
ments or  engagements,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
Proviso.as    ^^imding.     Provided  hoxvcver^  That  no  subscription  shall  be  receiv- 
t?ons^at"i.aii.  ^^  ^^  Lancaster  and  Reading  during  the  two  first  days  appointed  for 
caster  and     receiving  the  same,  except  in  the  name  of  a  person  or  persons  resid- 
ue admg.        •  •  r    1  11^,.', 

n\g  ni  some    part  ot  the  state,  other  than  the  city  and  county  ot 
Philadelphia. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  co-partnership,  or  body  poli- 
tic, in  pei-son,  or  by  attorney,  to  subscribe  for  a  share,  or  any  num- 
ber of  sliares  not  exceeding  thirty,  in  any  one  day  (except  in  the 
case  above  provided  for,  and  except  also  as  shall  be  herein  after  di- 
rected relatively  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  bank  of  North- 
America)  ;  but  in  case  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions,  in  an\^  of 
the  places  above  mentioned,  shall  exceed  the  number  of  shares 
there  allowed  to  be  subscribed,  the  excess  thus  created  shall  be  re- 
duced within  the  number  of  shares  authorized  to  be  subscribed  at 
such  places  respectively,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ; 
irom  the  subscription  and  subscriptions  highest  in  amount,  the  pro- 
per commissioners  shall  subtract  ;v  share  or  shares,  until  the  same 
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be  made  equal  to  the  subscription  or  subscriptions  next  highest  in  1 793» 
amount ;  and,  as  often  as  the  case  shall  require,  they  shall  so  pro-  ^— v— ' 
ceed  to  subtract  a  share  or  shares  from  the  subscription  and  sub- 
scriptions remaining  from  time  to  time  highest  in  amount,  until  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  subscriptions  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  shares 
authorized  to  be  subscribtd  at  the  places  above  mentioned,  respec- 
tively ;  and  if,  by  and  after  the  operation  of  such  subtraction  (as 
often  as.the  same  shall  be  necessarily  made  and  repeated  as  afore- 
said,) a  greater  number  of  shares  ma)^  be  allowed  to  one  or  more 
of  the  subscribers  than  to  the  rest,  or  if  the  number  of  subscrip- 
tions shall  eventually  be  greater  than  the  number  of  shares  authoriz- 
ed to  be  subscribed  at  the  places  above  mentioned,  respectively, 
so  that  at  least  one  share  cannot  be  allowed  to  each  and  every  sub- 
scriber, then,  and  in  either  of  the  above  cases,  the  proper  commis- 
sioners shall  ascertain,  b}^  lot  in  whom  the  greater  number  ol  shares, 
or  the  right  of  subscribing  for  and  retaining  one  share  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  shall  be  vested  ;  and  the  person  and  persons,  in  whose  fa- 
vour the  lot  may  thereupon  fall,  shall  be  deemed,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  the  lawful  subscriber  and  subscribers  for  such  share  and 
shares,  respectively ;  and  the  amount  of  the  share  and  shares  sub- 
scribecl  for  (except  in  the  case  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  herein 
after  mentioned,)  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  and  respective  sub- 
scribers in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  bank  notes  equivalent  thereto,  one 
half  thereof  to  the  proper  commissioners,  at  the  time  of  subscrib- 
ing, and  the  other  half  thereof  in  six  months  thereafter,  to  the 
directors  of  the  bank  for  the  time  being  :  Provided  ahvai/s.  That  subscription 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  subscriber  to  pay  the  whole  of  his  subscrip-  "^""3;^,  f;^^^^ 
tion  money,  or  anv  ereater  part  thereof  than  is  hereby  required,  fore  the 
before  the  tune  above  nmited  lor  the  payment  01  the  same  ;  and  ed. 
each  and  ca  ery  subscriber,  so  paying  in  advance,  shall  draw  a  pro- 
portional dividend  on  the  profits  and  emoluments  of  the  bank,  com- 
puting said  dividend  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  next  succeed- 
ing such  payment. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hij  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^n,er^to 
That  the  subscribers  to  the  said  bank,  their  successors  and  assigns,  the  bank  in- 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  created  and  made  a  corporation  and  body  *'''^^"' 
politic,  in  law  and  in  fact,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  President, 
Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  shall  so 
continue  until  the  fourdi  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,*  and  no  longer;  and  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  The  powm, 
they  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  gesotthe 
purchase,  recei\e,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain,    to  them    and    their  '['continued 
successors,  lands,  rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels  Iv^^Viror 
and  effects,  of  what  kind,   nature  or  quality  soever,  to  an  amount  ^cenoteT'^' 
Hot  exceeding  in   the  whole  five  millions  of  dollars,  including  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant, 
demise,  alien,  or  dispose  of;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be 
impleacled,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in 
courts  of  record,  or  any  other  place  Avhatsoever  ;  and  also  to  make, 
have   and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew,  at  their  pleasure ;  and  also  to  ordain,  establish,  arid  put  in 
execution  such  by-laws,  ordinances  and  regulations,  as  shall  seem 
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neccssarv  and  convenient  for  the  g^ovemmcnt  of  the  said  corporatioa 
not  being  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state,  or  of 
the  United  States ;  and  for  the  making  whereof  general  meetings  of 
the  stockholders  shall  and  may  be  called  by  the  directors,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  specified ;  and,  generally,  to  do  and  execute  ail 
acts,  matters  and  things,  which  a  corporation  or  body  politic  in  law 
may  or  can  lawfully  do  and  execute  ;  subject  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, restrictions,  limitations  and  provisions  herein  after  jmpscribed 
and  declared. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  if  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescudy 
That  for  the  well  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  die  said  corporation, 
there  shall  be  twenty-five  directors,  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
elected  yearly  and  even.'  year,  six  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  the 
legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  that  is  to  say  ;  Three  by  the 
Senate,  and  three  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  which  election 
shall  be  held  during  the  first  session  of  each  General  Assembly,  in 
the  respective  houses  of  the  Legislature,  on  such  days  as  they  shall 
respectively  appoint :  and  the  remaining  nineteen  directors  shall  be 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  to  be  annually 
held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Monday  of  February,  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  directors,  at  their  first  meeting  after  each  election, 
shall  choose  one  of  their  number  as  president :  Provided,  That  the 
election  of  directors  for  the  present  year  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
;^ove  general  regvilation,  but  shall  be  held  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  herein  after  specined :  And  provided ,  That  in  case  it  should 
at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  should  not  be  made 
upon  any  day,  when  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  have  been  made, 
the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolv- 
ed ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  oa  any  other  day,  within  ten  davs  there- 
after, to  hold  and  make  an  election  of  directors,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  have  been  regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said 
corporation  .;  and  that  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  absence 
from  the  state,  of  a  director,  his  place  shall  be  filled  up  by  anew 
choice  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  in  manner  aforesaid- 

Sect.  v.  Aixd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  axxthority  aforesaid, 
T^at  as  soon  as  the  subscription  shall  be  closed  and  adjusted  at  Lan- 
caster and  Beading,  the  proper  commissioners,  appointed  at  those 
places  shall  respectively,  transmit  and  deliver  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  in  and  for  the  said  cit}*  of  Philadelphia,  a  list  of  the  se- 
veral subscribers  at  such  places  respectively,  and  of  the  share  and 
shares  to  each  and  ever;."  subscriber  belonging,  together  with  the  full 
amount  of  subscription  money  by  the  commissioners  respectively 
received  as  aforesaid ;  for  which  amount,  the  receipt,  in  writing,  of 
the  said  commissioners  appointed  in  and  for  the  said  cit}*  of  Kii- 
ladelphia,  or  of  a  majorit\-  of  them,  sh^  be  a  sufficient  acquittance 
and  discharge  to  the  persons  respectively  pa\-ing  the  same  ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  the  maimer 
aforesaid,  shall  be  actually  received  on  account  of  the  subscription  to 
the  said  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given 
by  the  said  commissioners  aj^inted  in  and  for  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  a  majority-  of  them,  in  at  least  two  public  gazettes  printed 
in.  the  said  cit\-  of  Ptiladelphia;  and  the  same  persons  shall  at  the 
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same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  notify  a  time  and  place  within  the  1793. 
said  citv,  at  the  distance  of  ten  days  from  the  time  of  such  notifica-  "^  »  "-^ 
tion,  for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  directors ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  election  to  be  then  and  there  made,  and  the  nine- 
teen persons,  who  shall  then  and  there  be  chosen,  together  with  the 
six  persons,  who  sliall  be  elected  during  the  present  session  by  the 
Legislature,  that  is  to  say  ;  Three  by  the  Senate,  and  three  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  their  respective  houses,  on  such  day 
as  they  shall  for  that  purpose  respectively  appoint,  shall  be  the  first 
directoi-s,  and  shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such  choice, 
until  the  first  Monday  of  February-  next,  or  until  their  successors 
shall  be  duly  elected  in  pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  directors 
shall  forthwith  thereafter  commence  the  operation  of  the  said  bank, 
at  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted dtj  the  author ky  aforesaid^  p^^^^^f^^^^ 
That  the  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  appoint  3'''^^^'"!^. 
such  officers,  clerks  and  servants,  under  them,  as  shall  be  necessa-  cers. 
ry  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said  corjooration,  and  to  allow 
them  such  compensation  for  their  services,  respectively,  as  shall  be 
reasonable ;  and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers 
and  authorities,  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affairs 
of  the  said   corporation,   as   shall  be  described,  fixed  and    deter- 
mined by  the  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances  of   the   same. 

Sect.   vii.    Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Funffamcn-' 
That  the  following  rules,  restrictions,  limitations   and  provisions,  *^  ^'"^  "* 
shall  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the  said 
corporation,  viz. 

I.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  each  stockholder  shall  be  enti-  of  die  r^ 
tiled  shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold,  in  shares, 
the  proportions  following,  that  is  to  say  ;  For  one  share,  and  not 
more  than  two  shares,  one  vote  for  each  share  ;  for  every  two  shares 
above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote  ;  for  every  four  shares 
above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  thirt\",  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding   sixt\',  one  vote:  for  everj' eight 
shares  above  sixt)',   and  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and 
foreveiy  ten  shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  person,  ^i»n»y 
co-partnership,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled,  either  in  his  own 
right,  or  as  proxy,  to  a  greater  number  than  thirty  votes  ;  and  after 
the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  suffi-age, 
which  shall  not  have  been  holden  two  calendar  months  previous  to    .'Hy. 
the  day  of  election.     AM  stockholders  may  vote  in  elections,  on  any  or votLe  by 
other  question  touching  the  bank,  by  proxy,  provided  the  proxy  be  proxy, 
derived  directly  from  such  stockholders,  and  be  voted  by  a  person 
being  a  citizen  of  this  commonwealth. 

II.  Not  more  than  fourteen  of  the  directors  elected  by  the  stock-  of  a  rotation 
holders,  and  actually  in  office,  exclusive  of  the  president,  shall  be  «cip't?hr' 
eligible  for  the  next  succeeding  year  j  but  the  director  who  shall  be  i"»'<i«>t. 
president  at  die  time  of  an  election  may  always  be  re-elected. 

III.  None  but  a  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  commonwealth  who  mayor 
of  Pennsylvania,  except  in  the  case  of  the  six  directors  to  be  elect-  ^ilc^^^ 
ed  by  the  Legislature  during  the  present  session  thereof  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  eligible  as  a  director.     No  director  ot  any  other  bank 
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shall  be,  at  the  same  time,  a  director  of  this  bank ;  nor  shall  the 
governor^  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  any  officer  in  the 
treasury  department,  in  tlie  offices  of  accounts,  or  in  the  Land- Of- 
fice of  this  state,  any  member  of  Congress,  or  any  person  holding 
o"V  exercising  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
be  a  director  of  this  bank. 

IV.  No  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  by  the  stockholders  at  a  general  meet- 
ing. The  stockholders  shall  make  such  compensation  to  the  presi- 
dent, for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the  bank,  as  shall  appear  to 
them  reasonable. 

V.  Not  less  than  [thirteen]  directors  shall  constitute  a  board,  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  president  shall  always  be 
one,  except  in  case  of  sickness,  or  necessary  absence,  in  which  case 
his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  director,  whom  he,  by  writ- 
ing under  his  hand,  shall  nominate  for  that  purpose. 

VI.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  sixty,  who,  toge- 
ther, shall  be  pi-oprietors  of  two  hundred  shares,  or  upwards,  shall 
have  power  at  any  time  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, for  purposes  relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  six  weeks 
notice  in  two  public  gazettes  of  the  place  where  the  bank  is  kept, 
and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

VII.  Every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sure- 
ties, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fif- 
ty thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  his  good  behaviour. 

VIII.  The  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall 
be  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
venient transacting  ot  its  business,  and  such  as  shall  have  been  bona 
fide  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satis- 
faction of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings, 
or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments,  which  shall  have  been  ob- 
tained for  such  debts. 

IX.  The  total  amount  of  the  debts,  which  the  said  corporation 
shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill  or  note,  or  other  con- 
tract, shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dolhus,  over 
and  above  the  monies  then  actually  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe 
keeping,  unless  the  contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been 
previously  authorized  by  a  law  of  the  state.  In  case  of  excess, 
the  directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen  shall  be  li- 
able for  the  same,  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities,  and  an  ac- 
tion of  debt  may,  in  such  case,  be  brought  against  them,  or  any  of 
them,  or  tlieir  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  in  any  court  of 
record  in  this  state,  or  the  United  States,  by  any  creditor  or  credi- 
tors ol  the  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment 
and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant  or  agreement,  to  the  con- 
trary' notwithstanding  ;  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt 
the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattels  of 
the  same,  Irom  being  also  liable  for  and  chargeable  with  the  said 
excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors,  who  may  have  been  absent 
■when  the  said  excess  Avaa  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have 
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dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act,  whei-eby  the  same  was  so    1793. 
contracted  or  created,  may  respectively  exonerate  themselves  from    ^— -v^-^ 
being  so  liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their 
absence  or  dissent,   to  the  governor  of  the  state,  and  to  the  stock- 
holders at  a  general  meeting,  v/hich  they  shall  have  power  to  call  for 
that  purpose. 

X.  The  said  corporation  may  sell  any  part  of  the  public  debt  ofotseirmg 
which  it  may  be  possessed,   but  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  chasing'the 
any  publick  stock  whatsoever,  except  of  their  own  bank  stock  ;  pro-  ^"the  bank 
vided  the  number  of  shares  they  purchase  in  again  shall  be  sold  out  ^tock. 

at  par,  or  above  it,  as  the  market  pi"ice  may  be,  whenever  opportu- 
nity offers  to  do  so  with  convenience ;  and  provided  the  said  num- 
ber of  shares,  so  purchased  in,  shall  not  exceed  at  anv  one  time  five 
hundred;  nor  shall   this  corporation,  directly  or  indirecdy,  deal  in  ^ji'^,'^'^*'^'''" 
or  trade  in  any  thing,   except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bul-  trading  i,i" 
lion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods,  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money 
lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  of  goods,  whicli  shall  be  the 
produce  of  its  lands ;  neither  shall  the  said  corporation  take  more  and  interest 
than  at  the  rate  of  half  per  centum  per  thirty  days,  for  or  upon  its  °'^ '^'^'=°'"'"- 
loans  or  discounts. 

XI.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation,  for  the  use  or  of  making 
on  account  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  an  amount  governmeut. 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  of  an)'  particular  state,  or  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  to  any  amount  whatsoever,  unless  previously 
authorized  by  a  law  of  this  state. 

XII.  Tlie  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable  and  ofthetran^- 
transferable,  according  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  tliat  ^'^^  °^  ''*'''^^' 
behalf  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

XIII.  The  bills  obligatory,  and  of  credit,  vinder  the  seal  of  the  of  the  nei»<,. 
said  corporation,   which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  the}|;uVk:"* 
shall  be   assignable  b}'  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  v-^v-T' 
hands  of  such  person  or  persons,  and  of  his,  her  or  their  assignee  or 
assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  property 
thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees,  successively,  and 

to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain  an  action 
thereupon,  in  his,  her  or  their  own  name  or  names.  And  bills  or 
notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed 
by  the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or 
treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  pavment  of  money  to  any  person 
or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  order,  or  to  the  bearer,  though  not  un- 
der the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory 
upon  the  same,  in  the  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and  ef- 
fect, as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  Ijv  him  or 
them  in  his,  her  or  their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities, 
and  shixll  be  assignable  and  negociable,  in  like  manner  as  if  they 
were  so  issued  by  such  private  person  or  persons,  that  is  to  sav ; 
those  which  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or 
their  order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  like  manner,  and 
with  the  like  effect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are  ;  and  those 
which  are  payable  to  the  bearer  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable 
by  delij-ery  only  ;  and  all  notes  or  bills,  at  any  time  discounted  by  ^uscoifiteJ 
the  said  corporation,  shiiU  be,' and  they  are  hereby,  placed  on  the  ^*=' 
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same  footing  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange,*  so  that  the  like  remedy 
shall  be  had  for  the  recovery  thereof  against  the  drawer  and  draw- 
ers, indorser  and  indorsers,  and  with  like  effect,  except  so  far  as 
relates  to  damages,  any  law,  custom  or  usage,  to  the  contrary  there- 
of in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

XIV.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much  of  the 
profits  of  the  bank,  as  shall  appear  to  the  directors  adviseable  ;  and 
once  in  every  year,  at  the  meeting  to  be  annually  held  for  the  choice 
of  directors,  those  of  the  preceding  year  shall  lay  before  the  stock- 
holders, for  their  information,  an  exact  and  particular  statement  of 
the  general  accounts  and  state  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  debts 
which  shall  have  remained  unpaid,  after  the  expiration  of  the  ori- 
ginal credit,  for  a  period  of  treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the 
surplus  ot  profit,  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  and  dividends.  If 
there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of  any  sum  sub- 
scribed by  any  person,  co-partnership,  or  body  politic,  the  party 
failing  shall  forfeit  the  first  payments  made  to  the  bank,  with  any 
dividend  which  may  have  accrued  prior  to  the  time  of  making  the 
second  payment,  and  during  the  delay  of  the  same. 

XV.  It  may  be  lawful  for  the  directors  aforesaid  to  establish  of- 
fices at  Lancaster,  York  or  Reading,  or  wheresoever  else  they  shall 
think  fit,  within  the  state,  for  the  purposes  of  discount  and  deposit, 
only,  and  upon  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  shall  be 
practised  at  the  bank  ;  and  to  commit  the  management  of  the  said 
offices,  and  the  making  of  the  said  discounts,  to  such  persons,  under 
such  agreements,  and  subject  to  such  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem 
proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law,  or  to  the  constitution  of  the  bank  : 
Provided  always^  That  no  office  of  discount  or  deposit  be  opened 
in  any  town  or  borough  of  this  state,  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  corporation  of  such  town  or  borough  :  And  provided  also^ 
That  the  directors  shall  have  liberty  to  recall  and  annul  the  said  of- 
fices of  deposit  or  discount,  if  found  injurious  to  the  real  interests 
of  the  incorporation. 

XVI.  [The  legislature  shall  be  furnished  annually,  at  their  first 
session,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same,  of  the  monies 
deposited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in 
hand,  and  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the 
books  of  the  bank,  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements  :  Provided^ 
That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the 
account  of  any  private  individual  or  individuals,  or  any  body  poli- 
tic or  corporate,  with  the  bank. 

XVII.  The  directors  shall  keep  fair  and  regidar  entries  in  a  book, 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  of  their  proceedings  ;  and  on  any 
question,  \vhere  two  directors  shall  require  it,  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  directors  voting  shall  be  duly  inserted  on  their  minutes,  and 
those  minutes  be,  at  all  times,  on  demand,  produced  to  the  stock- 
holders, Avhen  at  a  general  meeting,  or  to  the  legislature,  or  any 
committee  thereof,  wlio  shall  require  the  same. 

XV I I I.  JVo  president  or  cashier  of  this  bank  shall  be  directly  or 
indirectly  concerned  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  of  the  public 
stocks  or  funds,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be 


10^ 

forfeited,  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the     1 793. 
other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer  ;  nor  shall  the  cashier  be  al-    ^-— v— ^ 
lowed  to  carry  on  any  other  business  than  that  of  the  bank,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

XIX.  A  fair  and  correct  list  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  hungup,  stockholders 
at  least  one  month  before  any  election  of  directors,  in  the  common  ilshed  bdbre 
hail  of  said  bank,  to  the  end  that  public  information  may  be  given  elections. 
to  the  parties  concerned  of  their  co-proprietors  and  stockholders. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  dfe"cin^ora. 
That  if  the  said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons  for  or  to  the  tion'sdeai- 

'  •■     *■  inff  contrary 

use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling  any  goods,  to thu act.- 
wares,  merchandizes  or  commodities  whatsoever,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  who  shall 
have  given  any  order  or  direction  for  so  dealing  and  trading,  and  all 
and  every  person  or  persons,  who  shall  have  been  concerned  as  par- 
ties or  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the 
goods,  wares,  merchandizes  and  commodities,  in  which  such  deal- 
ing  and  trade  shall  have  been  ;  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  state,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  vemyty  on 
That  if  the  said  corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any  sum,  for  the  M^^vfm-^' 
use  or  on  the  account  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  an  [^ar%o°tSis 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  particular  state,  a«. 
or  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  to  any  amount  (unless  previously 
authorized  thereto  by  a  law  of  the  state)  all  and  every  person  and 
persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agreement,  consent,  approbation 
or  connivance,  such  unlawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence, 
treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  which  shall  have 
been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or  lent,  one  fifth  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  state,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  law,  and  not  otherwise. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid^  This  state 
That  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  pay-  bank-notes; 
able,  or  which  shall  have   become  payable  on  demand,  in  gold  and 
silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania;  and  the  public    monies  of  the  state,  as  well  as  those  of  nndmak« 
any  incorporation   hereafter  constituted  by  authority  of  the  state,   '^^°^''** 
shall  be  constantly  deposited  in  the  bank  oi"  Pennsylvania,  whenever 
lying  inactive. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  orsab. 
That  at  any  time  and  times,  within  the  term  of  four  months  from  thebafkl^on 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  governor  shall  on  behalf  and  ^^^^^'°''  *^ 
for  the  use  of  this  state,  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  subscription 
to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  to  the  amount  of  one  million 
of  dollars,  and  shiill  make  payment  therefor  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say ;  he  shall,  by  warrant,    direct  tlie  treasurer  to  transfer  How  to  be 
to  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, all  the  public  stock  of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  this 
state,  which  shall  not  be  otherwise  appropriated  by  the  Legislature 
during  the  present  session  ;  and  to  pay  them  all  the  unappropriated 
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monies  which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  making  such 
subscription  ;  and  the  amount  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  full  payment  of  the  said  subscription  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  he  shall  borrow  (and  the  right  and  power  of  bor- 
rowing the  same,  is  hereby  expressly  stipulated  and  reserved)  from 
the  said  bank,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  to  be  charged  on  the  fund,  and  reimbursed  in  the  man- 
ner herein  after  mentioned  :  Provided  always^  audit  is  hereby  fitr- 
ther  enacted^  That  the  said  public  stock  shall  be  received  in  payment 
as  aforesaid,  at  the  following  rates,  that  is  to  say  j  the  six  per  cen- 
tum stock  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  and  every  nominal 
pound  thereof;  the  three  per  centum  stock  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
shillings  for  each  and  every  nominal  pound  thereof;  and  the  de- 
ferred stock  at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  for  each 
and  every  nominal  pomid  thereof. 

Sect.  xii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, shall  also  loan  one  other  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  to  the  commonwealth  (and  the  right  and  power  to  bor- 
row the  same  is  hereby  expressly  stipulated  and  reserved)  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  Loan- Office,  which  last  mentioned  loan 
shall  be  charged  on  the  fund,  and  reimbursed  in  the  manner  herein 
after  mentioned :  Provided  ahvays^  That  the  sum  so  to  be  borrow- 
ed shall  not  amount  to  more  than  the  sum  paid  by  the  state,  in  ac- 
tual specie,  towards  the  said  subscription  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
at  the  time  of  making  the  loan  last  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  several  sums  of  money,  herein  before  directed  to  be 
borrowed  from  the  said  bank,  shall  be  payable,  and  paid,  in  ten  equal 
annual    instalments,   the   first  whereof  shall  be  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 
or   in  any  greater  sum  and  sums  of  money,  or  shorter  period  and 
periods,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government ;  and  interest  shall  cease 
to  be  chargeable  on   the  amount  of  each  and  every  payment,  from 
the  time  of  making  the  same  respectively  j  and  all  the  monies  aris- 
ing from  the   arrearages  of  taxes,  from  the  sales  of  land,  and  from 
the  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  the  price  thereof,  which  shall  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
shall  be,   and  they  are  hereby,  exclusively  appropriated  to  and  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  loans,  and  the  interest  thereon  respectively 
accruing,  according  to  the  instalments  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  monies 
so  appropriated  shall  not  be  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
loans,  and  the  interest  thereon,  respectively,  then  as  many  of  the 
shares  in  the  said  bank,  belonging  to  this  state,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  shall  be  sold,  and  applied  to  and  for  that  purpose. 
Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  governor  may,  and  he  is  hei-eby  required,  from  time  to 
time,  to  draw  a  warrant  or  warrants  on  the  state  treasurer,  in  favour 
of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  all  unappropriated  monies,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  towards  payment  of  the 
said  loans,  or  either  of  them,  as  he  shall  deem  most  expedient  to  direct. 


[Sect,  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authorky  aforesaid^     1 795. 
That  if,  within  three  months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,    * — r-^ 
the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North  Ameri-  Nonh^''* "' 
ca  shall  think  proper  to  relinquish  their  charter,  and  to  apply  to  the  America, to 

r     1  •  1  t       r  •      •  -,'■•,■'  ■,       "^  admitted 

governor  ot  this  commonwealth  tor  permission  to  subscribe  to  the  on.reiin- 
stock  of  the  compaii)'  hereby   erected,    it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  their p"rlsent 
for  the  said  president,  directors  and  company,  so  to  relinquish  their  ^''^'"''* 
charter,  and  to  become  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  to 
any  amomit,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  shares,  upon  the  like  terms 
of  payment,  as  is  herein  before  directed  with  respect  to  subscribers 
as  aforesaid ',  and  such  subscriptions  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  use 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  of  North  America,  respective- 
ly and  individually,  according  to  their  respective  shares  therein  v 
Provided  always  nevertheless^  That  for  the  liquidation  and  settlement 
of  all  the  past  transactions  and  accounts  of  the  said  bank  of  North 
America,  the   corporate  powers  thereof  shall  be  and  remain  as  ef- 
fectual, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the   charter  of  the  said 
bank  had  not  been  so  relinquished,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding ;  Provided^  That  if  the  or  the  bank 
said  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North  Ameri-  °I  ^'°."'* 
ca  shall  not,  withm  three    months  alter  the  passing  of  this  act,  re-  "^o^?  n°t  sub= 
linquish  their  charter,  and  subscribe  the  said  number  of  shares  to  scription 
the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in   manner   aforesaid,   it  shall  and  may  SiTo''the^^'^' 
be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylva-  tiTei^clpLo. 
nia  to  open  subscriptions  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  said  or 
any  less  number  of  shares,    first  giving  twenty  days  notice  in  two 
or  more  of  the  daily  papers  printed  in  the  said  city ;  and  the  said 
subscription  shall  be  kept  open  for  three  days  at  least ;  but  no  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  shall  subscribe  for  more 
than  five  shares  in  any  one  day,  before  the   last  of  the  said  three 
days ;  and  if  the  said  two   thousand  shares  shall  not  be  subscribed 
for  before  the  last  of  the  said  three  days,  then  any  person  Or  per- 
sons, bodies  politic  or  corporate,  may  subscribe  for  whatever  num- 
ber of  shares  may  then  be  unsubscribed  for;  and  the  said  two 
thousand  shares,  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be  so  subscribed   for, 
shall  be  paid  for  in  two  equal  payments,  the  one  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing such  subscription  or    subscriptions,  the  other  in  six  calendar 
■months  thereafter :  And  in  case  any  subscriber  or  subscribers  shall 
neglect  to  pay  the  second  payment  herein  mentioned,  he,  she  or  they 
shall  forfeit  the  first  payments  made  to  the  bank,  with  any  dividend 
which   may  have  accrued  prior  to  the  time  of  making  the  second 
payment,  and  during  the  delay  of  the  same  :  Provided  alwaijs^  and  it 
is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  That  no  subscription  shall 
be  opened  for  the  said   two  thousand  shares,  or  any  part  thereof, 
unless  the  shares   actually  subscribed  for,  exclusive  of  the  shares 
which  may  belong  to  this  state,  shall  before  amount  to  two  thousand 
five  hundred,  as  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act.] 

Sect.  xvi.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritii  aforesaid,  a  house  to 

mi  1  •       ■  '     ^      ^   \  ^        r  ■^,    '^         _      ,   .  '  be  proviJed 

That  the  seven  commissioners  appointed  by  the  first  section  of  this  for  the  \>^^. 
act,  for  the  receiving  of  subscriptions  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall 
immediately  provide,  in  the  said  city,  a  proper  house  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  together  with  all  necessary  pa- 
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1793.     per,  stationary,  vaults,  and  utensils  suitable  to  the  same,  so  that,  as 
*-"V"*^    soon  as  the  directors  are  chosen,  the  operations  of  the  bank  may  be 

immediately,  and  without  loss  of  time,  prosecuted  and  carried  inc« 

effect.  fAj 

Passed  30th  March,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  64. 


ChJ  The  11th  and  14th  sections  of 
this  act  were  explained  by  an  act  pass- 
ed nth  of  April,  ir93,  (chap.  1677,) 
directing-  in  what  manner  the  monies 
shoidd  be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury, 
for  the  payment  of  the  state's  subscrip- 
tion and  repayment  of  the  loans  from 
the  bank.  This  explanatory  act,  is,  of 
course  obsolete. 

By  act  of  13th  Feb'y,  1794,  (chap, 
1736.)  So  much  of  the  5th  article  of 
the  7th  section  of  the  act  in  the  text  as  re- 
quires the  attendance  of  thirteen  di- 
rectors of  the  said  bank  to  perform  the 
business  of  discounting-,  is  repealed  ; 
and  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  purpose  of  transacting- 
the  discount  busmess  of  the  bank  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  act  of  22d  of  April,  1794,  (chap. 
1762,)  the  16th  article  of  the  7th  sec- 
tion is  repealed;  Pro^^ided,  That  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  said 
bank,  on  the  requisition  of  the  legisla- 
ture, shall  furnish  statements  of  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
same  of  the  monies  deposited  therein, 
of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the 
cash  in  hand;  and  the  legislature  shall 
have  a  right,  by  joint  committee,  to  in- 
spect such  general  accounts  in  the 
books  of  the  bank,  as  shall  relate  to  the 
.said  statements;  Provided aliuaysy  That 
this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a 
right  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  any  pri- 
vate individual  or  individuals. 

By  the  11th  section  of  an  act  passed 
4th  April,  1796,  (chap.  1891.)  All  the 
deposits  of  the  monies  of  this  state, 
•which  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  shall  be  in  the  name  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  shall  be  drawn 
out  of  the  same  by  the  state  treasurer 
only. 

By  act  of'  13th  Feb'y,  1799,  (chap. 
2007.)  The  bank  was  empowered  to 
make  a  loan  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  proceedings  therein  directed. 

A  loan  to  the  state  by  the  bank,  of 
%  100,000  was  authorized  by  act  of  11th 
April,  1799,  (chap.  2082,)  and  provi- 
sion therein  made  for  its  repayment. 

A  provisional  loan  to  the  state  of 
S  20,000  autliorieed  by  act  of  23d  Feb'y, 
1801,  (chap.  2185.) 

Other  loans  authorized  by  act  of  4th 
April,  1803,  (chap,  2384,)  and  provi- 
sien  made  for  the  repayment  thereof 


and  certain  stock  of  the  United   States 
pledged  for  that  purpose. 

By  an  act  passed  14th  Feb'y,  1810. 
The  act  in  the  text,  with  the  supple- 
ments, was  continued  for  twenty  years 
from  and  after  the  4th  March,  1813. 
Provided,  that  the  governor  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  the  corporation  to  subscribe 
at  par,  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth 
for  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fif- 
ty shares,  reserved  in  the  bank,  at  any 
time  after  passing  this  act,  and  for  the 
same  number  of  shares  aforesaid,  at  par, 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  &  thirteen. 
All  notes  or  obligations  ot  the  bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  issued  at  its  branches 
shall  be  payable  at  the  said  bank,  as  well 
as  at  the  branch  where  they  were  issued. 
The  bank  is  authorized  to  lend  to  the 
United  States,  any  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  &c. 

The  stock  of  the  corporation  shall  not, 
be  assignable  or  transferable  to  any  per- 
son except  citizens  of  the  United  States 
after  4th  March,  1810. 

If  any  note  or  bill  drawn  or  accepted, 
payable  and  discounted  at  any  office  of 
discount  and  deposit,  which  now  is,  or 
may  hereafter  be  established  by  the 
said  corporation,  shall  be  sent  to  be 
protested  for  non  payment,  the  notary 
public,  or  other  proper  officer,  shall 
leave  notice  thereof  at  the  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposit  aforesaid,  at  which, 
such  note  or  bill  has  been  made  paya- 
ble, and  such  notice  shall  be  considered 
the  legal  notice  of  protest,  any  law  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
By  act  of  20th  March,  1810.  The 
stock  of  the  state  in  this  bank  was 
pledged  for  certain  purposes,  &c. 

And  whenever  the  money  in  the 
treasury  shall  exceed  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  the  governor  is  required  to  vest 
the  surplus  in  subscriptions  of  stock  in 
the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
privileges  reserved  by  the  act  of  14lli 
Feb'y,  1810.  Provided,  that  no  invest- 
ment be  made  at  any  one  time,  of  a  less 
sum  than  five  thousand  dollars.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  to  give  information 
to  the  legislature,  from  time  to  time, 
of  the  investments  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  act. 

See  titles  "  Penal  Laws,"  *•  Forgery," ' 
"  Bank  Notes,"  in  the  general  index. 
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CHAPTER  MDCLVIII.  1793. 

An  ACT  to  appoint  and  authorize  trustees  to  build  a  court-house^ 
and  offices  for  preserving  the  records  of  the  county  of  Dauphin^ 
on  the  lot  of  land  laid  out  for  that  purpose  in  the  borough  of  Har- 
risburghy  and  to  appropriate  the  money  now  in  the  treasury  of 
the  said  county^  rvith  the  emoluments  of  the  Harrishurgh  ferry ^ 
to  discharge  the  expenses  thereof. 

WHEREAS  the  emoluments  of  the  Harrishurgh  ferry  Ihave 
lain  for  several  years  unappropriated,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Dauphin,  as  v/ell  as  those  of  the  said  borough,  by  their 
petitions,  have  requested  that  the  same  may  be  applied  to  the  build- 
ing a  court-house,  and  offices,  for  securing  the  records  of  the  county, 
until  ^ey  may  be  completed :  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority   of  the  same^  That  Harris's fer. 
John  Kean,  Henry  Baylor,  and   Valentine   Hummel,  the   present  tmltl^'for 
commissioners  of  the   county  of  Dauphin,  and  their  successors,  ^J"^  "^'^  "^  ^ 

,  .      .  P     ,  /,  r  1  •  1      •  1  '  thecountyof 

the  commissioners  oi  the  said  county  tor  the  time  being,  be,  and  Dauphin, 
they  are  hereby,  invested,  in  trust  for  public  use,  with  the  right 
and  title  to  the  ferry  and  ferry-lot,  with  all  and  every  of  the  appur- 
tenances thereunto  belonging,  heretofore  known  by  the  name  of 
Harris's  ferry,  which  the  late  John  Harris,  deceased,  did,  in  his 
life-time,  convey  to  Jacob  Awl,  Andrew  Stewart,  James  Cowden, 
Joshua  Elder  and  William  Brown,  in  trust  for  public  use ;  and  they, 
the  commissioners  of  Dauphin  county  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed 
and  enjoined  to  lease  out  the  same,  from  and  after  the  fifteenth  day 
of  April  next,  in  such  manner,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

§  2.  [The  county  commissioners  authorized  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  former  trustees.     Obsolete.] 

§  3.  [The  trustees  authorized  to  procure  materials,  and  erect  the 
public  buildings.  §  4.  Trustees  authorized  to  draw  warrants  on 
the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  amount,  &c. — §  5.  To  settle  their 
accounts  annually,  when  required — and  $  6.  penalty  on  trustees  for 
neglect  of  duty.]  (i) 

Pa'-sed  5th  April,   1793.— Recorded  io  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  80. 

Ci)  The  whole  of  this  act,  except  the  first  section,  is  now  obsolete  ;  its  objects 
having  been  effecte<;|i. 


CHAPTER  MDCLIX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  John  Walker  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the  [supplement 
Conedogwinet^  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  post?d^r^' 

1785.1 

[THE  dam  to  extend  not  more  than  half  way  across  the  said 
creek ;  Provided^  That  the  said  John  Walker,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
in  erecting  the  said  wing-dam,  or  in  keeping  the  same  in,  repair, 
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1793.     shall  not  thereby  in  any  degree   injure  or  impede  the  navigatioii 
^— v—^   thereof.] 

Passed  5th  April,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  78. 


CHAPTER   MDCLX. 

An  ACT  to  grcmt  relief  to  certain  persons^  late  oj'lcers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  Pennsylvania  line^  -whose  tracts  of  donation  lands  are 
ascertained  to  he  -within  the  state  of  Neiu-York^  on  running  the 
boundary  line  of  this  state,  and  for  other  purposes^  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
chr^im/"  ^^^^^^"^  o/'fAe  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
vol.  i  page  f^igt,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
Modes  of  in- the  officers  of  the  Land-Office  shall  forthwith  proceed  and  ascertain 
demnifying  jjy  Iq^    a  sufficient  number  of  lots,  corresponding  in  the  number  of 

persons  J  '  r     \  •I'l-i'ii 

•whose  dona-  acres  to  the  several  lots  of  donation  lands  which  have  been  drawn 
fell  ill  New  by  a  number  of  persons,  late  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Pennsylva- 
^""^  ■  nia  line,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  which  are  found  to  lie 

within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New-York,  by 
running  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  state  and  this  common- 
wealth ;  and  the  several  persons,  whose  donation  lots  have  fallen 
within  the  state  of  New-York  as  aforesaid,  who  have  applied  and 
drawn  for  their  priority  of  choice,  agreeably  to  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the   Governor,  shall  be  entided  to  choose  a  lot  or  lots, 
containing  a  like  quantity  of  acres  with  the  lot  or  lots  they  may  have 
lost,  out  of  any  of  the  lots  drawn  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  persons  who 
were   entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act,  entitled  "  A  supplement  to 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  directing  the  mode  of  distributing  the 
donation  lands  promised  the  troops  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  who  have  not  applied  before  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  drawn  for  their  pri- 
ority of  choice,  shall  severally  be  entitled  to  make  choice  of  a  lot 
or  lots,  containing  a  like  number  of  acres  with  the  lot  or  lots  they 
may  have  lost,  as  they  shall  apply  for  the  same  ;  and  on  sitch  choice 
being  made,  patents  shall  issue  in  the  usual  form,  in  the  name  or 
names  of  such   persons  aforesaid,  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  without  any  charge  or  fees  :  Provided,  That  they, 
tents  to  be     their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  previously 
urne  .      j-g^-^^j-j^  ^he  patent  or  patents  formerly  granted  to  them  for  donation 
land  which  have  so  fallen  within  the  state  of  New-York,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  cancelled,  by  release  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  also  upon  their  giving  a  quit  claim  for  any  compensation  they 
may  be  entitled  to,  on  account  of  any  supposed  loss,  and  not  otherwise. 
Lots  to  be         [Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
t^r^lJ^^  That  the  officers  of  the  Land-Office,  after  having  drawn  a  sufficient 
sons  untitled,  number  of  lots  to  indemnify  the  officers  and  soldiers  aforesaid,  shall 
^Jbsoiet«.)    proceed  and  draw  lots  for  every  person  entitled  to  donation  lands, 
who  have  not  received  the  same,  as  they  shajl  apply  therefor,  agree- 
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ably  to  the  list  submitted  by  the  Comptroller-General  to  the  Su-  1793. 
preme  Executive  Council,  and  is^ue  patents  for  the  said  lots,  agree-  ^'»"*-J 
ably  to  the  second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  the 
several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  for  dis- 
tributing the  donation  lands  promised  to  the  troops  of  this  state," 
passed  the  sixth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  any  law  of  this  commonwealth 
to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.] 

Passed  5th  April,  1793. — Recorded  in  Lav?  Book  No.  V.  page  79. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXr. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  and  empower  Richard  Keys^  and  others^  to 
lead  off  and  use  part  of  the  -waters  of  the  Susquehanna^  on  their 
lands  adjoiniyig  the  Conexvago  Falls. 

[RICHARD  KEYS,  Thomas  Bailey,  .Tohn  Gner,  and  James 
Hopkins,  proprietors  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  Conewago  Falls,  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, their  heirs  and  assigns,  are  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
lead  off  and  use  the  waters  of  the  said  river  on  their  lands  aforesaid, 
for  the  supply  of  such  water-works  as  they  may  see  fit  to  erect  there- 
on, and  to  raise  such  dam  or  dams  in  parts  of  the  stream  of  the 
said  river,  and  to  remove  such  obstructions  therein  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  purposes  aforesaid,  provided  they  do  not  injure 
the  navigation  of  the  said  river.] 

Passed  5th  April,  1793.~Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  79. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXV. 

A  further   SUPPLEMENT   to  the  act.,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  commonwealth.'''' 

WHEREAS  it  is  proper  and  necessary  to  provide  a  reasonable  (Onginaiaet.^ 
and  adequate  compensation  for  those  who  are  and  shall  be  employed  ante.'pVge' 
in  the  service  of  the  public :  Therefore,  26) 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
^entat'ives  of  the   commomuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  compensa- 
the  public  officers  hereinafter  mentioned  shall,  respectively,  be  enti-  s^^kers*^* 
tied  to  receive  of  this  commonwealth,  as  a  further  compensation  Members  of 
for  their   services  in  such  office,  the  annual  salaries  and  daily  ap-  ture  ;^^*^  ** 
pointments  herein  after  mentioned,  that  is  to  say ;  the  Speaker  of 
the   Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
spectively, the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  diem,  for  every  day  they  shall 
attend  their  respective  duties,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  them 
by  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  further  supplement ;  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  the  further- 
Sum  of  one  dollar  per  diem,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  al- 


tiens, 
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1 793.    lowed  them  by  law  j  [the  Presidents  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
V— V— '    Pleas,  when  attending  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  the 
and  of  the     sum  of  three  dollars,  respectively,  for  everyday  they  shall  attend 
Adjudges  of  during  the  session  of  the  said  high  court,  and  the  sum  of  three  dol- 
»he  Common  j^j-g  £qj.  every  thirty  miles  they  shall  necessarily  travel,  in  going  to 
(Repealed.)   and  returning  from  the  same ;]  the  Assistant  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  respectively,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  heretofore  allowed  them  by  law;  and  to  the  Assistant  Judges 
of  the  several  other  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  state,  the  sum 
of  sixty  dollars,  respectively,  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  al- 
lowed them  by  law. 
Commence-        Sect.  II.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
TOm^ensa-*  That  the  said  salaries  and  allowances,  respectively,  shall  commence 
from  the  several  periods  hereafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say ;  for 
the  Speaker  and  Members  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from 
the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  j  and  for  the  Assistant  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  from  the  first  day  of  January  last  past. 

Passed  8th  April,  1793— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  106. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXVII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Adam  Hamaker  to  rebuild  a  mill-dam  over 
Swatara^  at  the  plac€  lately  occupied  for  that  purpose. 

[ADAM  HAMAKER  authorized  to  build  a  dam  across  Swa- 
tara  creek ;  provided  he  shall  cause  to  be  made  an  opening  in  the 
said  dam,  of  at  least  twenty  feet  wide,  and  one  foot  below  the  top 
thereof,  and  a  slope  from  the  bottom  of  said  opening,  of  at  least 
fifteen  feet,  for  every  foot  of  the  height  of  the  said  opening,  with 
sides  of  two  feet  high,  and  to  extend  on  that  slope  until  it  reaches 
the  bottom  of  said  creek ;  and  that  the  privileges  granted  to  the 
company  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  canal  and  lock 
navigation  from  Susquehanna  to  Schuylkill  shall  not  be  infringed, 
or  any  way  impaired  or  straitened,  by  any  thing  herein  contained.] 

Passed  8th  April,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law   Book  No.  V.  page  84. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXIX. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Conexvago  Canal  Company. 

Sect.  ii.  AND  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^d  locks' to  That  the  said  canal  and  locks  shall  be,  and  the  same  ai'e  hereby  de- 
ed It'th'e*  '  clared  to  be,  a  public  highway,  and  as  such  shall  be  kept  and  main- 
faJiTdecfared  taiued  by  the  said  corporation  and  company,  for  public  use,  for  ever, 
highwly,  so  that  all  persons  with  boats,  rafts,  and  other  suitable  vessels,  with 
^*='  their  freights,  may  at  all  seasons,  when  the  navigation  of  the  river 

Susquehahna  and  the  said  canal  is  not  rendered  impractacable  by  ite. 


'n)e  canal 
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*  . 
pass  and   repass  in  the  same,  and  use  and  6njoy  the  benefit  of  the     1T93» 

said  locks,  free  of  toll,  and  any  and  every  other  charge  whatsoever;    "^  '"v^— ' 
and  the  said  company  shall  keep  and  maintain  a  skilful  person  for 
opening  and  shutting  the  locks,  for  assisting  the  boatmen  in  their 
passage  through  the  same. 

Sect.  hi.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penaityfor 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall,  wilfully  and  know-  the  «inai, 
ingly,  do  any  act  or  thing  whatsoever,  whereby  the  said  navigation,  **  "'  ^^^ 
or  any  lock,  gate,  engine,  machine  or  device,  thereto  belonging, 
shall  be  injured  or  damaged,  he,  she  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  said  company  fourfold  the  costs  and  damages  by  them 
sustained  by  means  of  such   known  and  wilful  act,  together  with 
costs   of  suit  in  that  behalf  expended,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  in  any  court  having  juris- 
diction competent  to  the  sum  due. 
Passed  10th   April,  1793 —Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  88-9.  f /-J 

CI' J   It  is  necessary  to  retain  only  the  second  and  third  sections  of  this  act,  as 
the  company  is  virtually  dissolved. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Simo7i  Snyder^  and  the  heirs  of  Anthony 
Selin^  deceased^  to  erect  a  dam  07i  Penn's  creek^  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland^  under  the  limitations  and  provisions  therein  pre-z 
scribed. 

[SIMON  SNYDER,  &c.  empowered  to  erect  a  dam  across 
Penn's  creek,  on  condition  that  they  maintain  and  keep  in  good 
order,  on  the  body  of  said  dam,  in  a  convenient  part  of  the  sanie, 
for  rafts  to  pass  through,  an  opening  of  at  least  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  the  bottom  of  which  shall  not  be  more  than  twenty  inches 
above  the  common  level  of  the  water  below  said  dam,  with  a  slop- 
ing way  therefrom,  to  extend  twenty  feet  down  stream  before  it 
reaches  the  bottom  of  said  creek,  and  also  erect,  or  cause  to  be 
erected  and  kept  in  good  repair,  a  complete  lock  of  twelve  feet 
wide,  through  which  boats  and  canoes  may  at  all  times  safely  and 
conveniently  pass ;  and  if  the  provisions  and  limitations  before  men- 
tioned are  not  at  all  times  duly  attended  to  and  observed,  then  the 
enacting  clause  first  mentioned,  shall  be  void,  and  of  no  effect,  any 
thing  herein  contained  notwithstanding.  And  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful,  on  the  complaint  of  any  person  or  persons  to  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  said  county,  for  them  to  ap- 
point three  commissioners  to  view  said  dam,  and  compare  it  with 
the  limitations  and  provisions  herein  before  set  forth  and  enacted, 
and  to  report  to  them,  at  their  next  sessions  in  said  county,  the  state 
thereof,  which  report,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  Lf  it  contain  an  offence 
committed  against  this  act,  shall  be  sufficient  ground  of  indictment; 
and  upon  prosecution  to  conviction  of  an  offence  against  this  act,  or 
the  act  declaring  that  part  of  Pemi's  creek  a  public  highway,  the 
YOL.  III.  P 
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1793.    party  or  parties  so  convicted,  sliall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine,  not  ex- 
-^v— '   ceeding  fiity  pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.] 

Passed  lOtlj  April,    1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  102- 


CHAPTER  MDCLXXIIT. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  comniotvtvealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company^  for  opening  a  canal  and  lock  navigation  on  the 
waters  of  Brandywine  creek. 

[COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  open  a  subscription  for 
the  Brandywine  canal.  Proceedings  relative  to  the  subscription. 
2.  Subscribers  when  to  be  incorporated,  &c.  General  powers  and 
privileges  of  the  corporation — 3.  May  establish  certain  canals  on 
Brandywine  creek;  ground  to  be  first  valued  and  paid.  4.  The 
course  of  the  canal,  &c.  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature.  Pro- 
ceedings thereon.  5.  Proceedings  to  organize  the  corporation.  6. 
Meetings  of  the  corporation  ;  powers  and  proceedings  of  such  meet- 
ings. 7.  Meetings  of  the  president  and  managers.  Powers  and 
proceedings  of  such  meetings.  8.  Certificates  of  stock,  how  to  be 
issued,  and  transferred.  9.  Penalty  on  neglect  to  pay  the  propor- 
tions of  stock.  10.  jManagers  may  take  materials  from  the  con- 
tiguous ground,  indemnifying  for  damages.  11.  Managers  may 
purchase  lands,  &c.  for  the  canal ;  and  proceedings  in  case  the  own- 
ers will  not  agree,  or  are  under  legal  disabilities,  by  writ,  &c.  in 
nature  of  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum.  12.  Proceedings  in  case  the 
canal  crosses  a  road,  or  divides  the  ground  so  as  to  require  a  bridge. 
13,  Proceedings  to  establish  tolls  when  the  canal  is  perfected. — 
Amount  of  tolls,  not  to  exceed  six  cents  a  mile,  &c.  14.  How  the 
size  of  rafts,  and  the  tonnage  of  boats,  shall  be  ascertained  and 
marked.  15.  Powers  of  the  collectors  of  tolls.  16.  The  mana- 
gers may  take  security  from  the  officers  of  the  corporation.  17. 
Duties  of  the  president,  managers,  &:c.  How  the  number  of  shares 
may  be  encreased.  18.  Account  of  tolls  to  be  kept,  &c. — Divi- 
dends how  to  be  declared.  19.  Accounts  to  be  triennially  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislature  ,•  and  how  the  rate  of  tolls  may  be  encreased, 
or  reduced.  20.  Amount  of  the  profits  limited,  &c.  21.  Sub- 
scribers not  to  be  incorporated,  &c.  until  the  state  of  Delaware 
shall  pass  a  similar  law  to  vest  the  authority  in  subscribers  in  that 
state. — Time  within  which  the  work  must  be  commenced ;  and  fin- 
ished. 22.  Power  of  the  managers  to  extend  the  canal  up  the 
creek. 

Passed  lOih  April,  1793— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  V,  page  92.  CO 

(0  The  Legislature  of  Delaware  hav-  But  by  an  act  passed  2l3t  Feb'y,  1795, 

ing  passed  an  act  corresponding    witli  (chap,  1788,)  the  company  was  to  be  in- 

tne  act  in  the  text ;  the  time  for  taking  corporated  as  soon  as  the  state  of  Dela- 

subscriptions    was    extended   and   tlie  ware   should  pass   an   act  empowering 

commissioners   directed  to  return  the  the    subscribers   to  extend  the  canal 

plan  of  the  canal  to  the  then   sitting  or  from   the   line    of  this   state   through 

i^n^  Legislature— by  act  of  19th  March  Delaware  state  without  anv  diminution 

i7y4,  (chap.  1709.)  of  size,  &c.  until  within  30  feet  of  the 
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iiavig'able   waters  of  Christiana  creek  ;  ana  creek  -without  any  additional  ex-      IT'OS. 

and  bind  the   subscribers    by    said  act  pense  &c.     The  report  of  llie  commis-    ^'\   — 

to  provide  a  mode  of  carrj  ing-  tjoods,  &C.  sioners  of  the  plan,  &c.  of  tlie  canal,  is 

to  and  from  said  tide  water  of  Christi-  by  this  act  approved  and  confirmed. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXXIV. 

A71  ACT  to  authorize  Andrexv  Pierce^  of  Allegheny  county^  to  keep 
in  repair  a  viill-dam^  across  a  part  of  Monongahela  river. 

[ANDREW  PIERCE  allowed  to  keep  a  mill-dam  on  Monon- 
gahela  river.  A  lock  to  be  erected,  and  a  canal  opened  at  or  near 
the  dam ;  and  to  be  kept  for  ever  in  repair,  &c.] 

Passed  11th  April,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  pa{^e  109. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXXV. 

An  K.UT  for  erecti7ig  two  separate  election  districts  in  the  county  of 

Bedford. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Peniisylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
inet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  sevrtitb 
the  township  of  Woodbury,  in  the  countj^if  Bedford,  shall,  from  ttfcfereewd. 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  a  separate  election 
district,  to  he  called  the  seventh  district  in  the  county  aforesaid; 
and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William  Hart,  in  the  township  and 
county  aforesaid. 

Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  eiehth 
That  the  township  of  Cumberland  Valley,  in  the  county  of  Bed-  f^"^:^^  ^'^j 
ford,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  ford  eoumy 
a  separate   election   district,  to  be  called  the  eighth  district  in  the  *'  ^    ^ 
county  aforesaid ;  and  the  freemen  of  said  district  shall  hold  their 
annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Peter  Bugh,  in  the 
township  and  county  aforesaid,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Passed  11th  April,  179.3. — Ilecorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  pag-e  149. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXXXI. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regu-  ^^^^  jheori- 
late  the  fisheries  in  the  river  Schuylkill.''''  fJher''"«so 

I  .         .  r     1  •  ^'^'^  subject, 

WHEREAS,  m  order  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  nver  seevoi.i,pa. 


Schuylkill,  dams  have  been  erected  therein,  by  reason  whereof  the  46s')  "^an^the 

channel  in 

Therefore, 


channel  in  many  places  has  become  very  narrow  and  contracted ;  i'^f  ^^^^ 
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Owners  of 
fisheries  to 
register  the 
^amc  with 
the  nearest 
inagistrate, 


jPenalty  on 
neglect  or  re-> 
fusal  to  do 


Bridge*  on 
the  Schuyl- 
kill to  be 
opened  for 
rafts,  iic. 


Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentU' 
tiv^s  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
if  any  person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  set  up,  fix  or  fasten  any  kind  of  hoop-net,  or  other  net  or  nets, 
or  other  device  or  obstruction  whatsoever,  across  any  navigable  chan- 
nel of  the  river  Schuylkill,  whereby  the  fish  may  be  obstructed  from 
going  up  the  said  river,  or  shall,  during  his  or  their  fishing  in  the 
said  river,  employ  any  person  or  persons  to  obstruct  the  fish  passing 
up  through  the  said  narrow  channels,  by  riding  in  the  same,  or 
beating  the  water  with  poles,  every  such  person  or  persons,  so  of- 
fending, or  who  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  therein,  and  being  thereof 
convicted  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  where  he  or  they  shall  be 
apprehended,  which  Justice  is  hereby  authorized  to  hear,  try  and 
determine  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  for  every 
such  offence,  to  be  paid  to  the  informer  or  prosecutor,  or  suffer  two 
months  imprisonment ;  saving  to  the  parties,  respectively,  the  right 
of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  said  Justice  to  the  next  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  proper  county,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  or  they  give  security  to  prosecute  the  same  to  ef- 
fect. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  owner  or  owners  of  fishing  places,  or  parts  used  as  fish- 
eries, within  the  said  river,  shall  give  a  particular  description  of 
the  same,  together  with  their  names,  to  the  nearest  magistrate  on 
that  side  of  the  river  wnire  he,  she  or  they  shall  dwell,  who  shall 
enter  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  for  which  he 
shall  receive  the  sum  of  twenty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  such  owner  or 
owners  thereof;  and  the  said  owner  or  owners  shall  moreover,  dur- 
ing the  fishing  seasons,  have  and  keep  their  names  written  in  legible 
characters  on  a  board,  which  shall  be  affixed  at  the  place  of  draw- 
ing out  the  seine,  and  exhibited  to  full  view ;  and  any  person  or  per- 
sons neglecting  or  refusing  to  give  a  particular  description  of  his, 
her  or  their  fishing  place,  and  enter  his,  her  or  their  names,  as  afore- 
said, with  the  nearest  Justice,  as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  not  exhi- 
bit his,  her  or  their  names  on  a  board,  as  is  before  directed,  shall, 
in  either  case,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the 
informer  or  prosecutor  of  such  offence,  and  to  be  recovered  before 
any  Justice  of  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed ; 
saving  the  liberty  of  appeal  to  such  parties,  respectively,  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  hi.  Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  owners  or 
superintendants  of  the  several  bridges  on  the  river  Schuylkill,  and 
the  owners  or  persons  having  the  charge  of  boats  or  rafts,  which 
have  occasion  to  ascend  or  descend  the  said  river,  with  respect  to 
opening  the  said  bridges  for  the  accommodation  of  the  said  boats 
or  rafts  :  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  causes  from  which 
those  disputes  have  proceeded  should  be  removed,  as  far  as  maybe 
consistent  -with  the  interests  of  the  parties  and  the  public  at  large : 
Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  owners  or  superintendants  of  the 
several  bridges  on  the  river  Schujlkill  shall,  within  one  hour  after- 
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an  application  shall  be  made  to  such  owners  or  superintendants  by    1793. 
an  owner  or  person  having  the  care  or  direction  of  a  boat  or  boats,  *— v"-^ 
or  rafts,  open  the  same  for  the  passage  of  such  boat  or  boats,  or 
rafts,  without  fee  or  reward. 

Passed  11th  April,  1793  —Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  pacye  148. 


CHAPTER  MDCLXXXM. 

An  KUT  for  extending  the  benefits  experienced  from  the  institution 
of  the  Pennsijlvajiia  Hospital. 

WHEREAS  it  appears,  from  the  accounts  annually  laid  be- (See  vol.  t 
fore  the  Legislature,  and  from  other  authentic  documents,  that  the  chip.  390, 
institution  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  hath  been  extensively  use-  thereto.}"*^ 
ful,  not  only  to  the  diseased  and  unfortunate  in  body  and  mind,  of 
this  state,  but  to  those  in  like  circumstances  from  other  states  and 
countries,  and  that  the  limits  of  the  present  building  are  insufficient 
to  receive  the  number  of  patients,  which,  from  the  increased  popu- 
lation of  this  state,  and  the  intercourse  with  other  states  and  coun- 
tries, are  daily  applying  for  admission  to  the  benefits  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  and  from  the  mode  of  conduct  pursued  in  the  said  house  by 
the  managers  and  physicians  thereof,  the  Legislature  are  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  grant  hereinafter  contained  will  not  only  meet  the 
approbation  of  their  constituents,  but  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  to  whom  a  knowledge  thereof  shall 
come  :  And  whereas  the  extending  the  usefulness  of  the  institution 
to  the  further  purposes  of  a  lying-in  and  foundling  hospital  is  deem- 
ed to  be  an  object  deserving  of  public  encouragement :    Therefore, 

[Grant  of  twenty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Loan-Office.  Certain  securities  to  be  transferred ;  and 
certain  monies  to  be  paid  over  to  the  hospital  by  the  State  Treasurer. 
Mode  prescribed  for  applying  the  grant,  by  the  erection  of  additional 
buildings,  &c.  Accounts  to  be  rendered  annually  to  the  Legislature.  . 
Obsolete.] 

Sect.  iv.  And  whereas  the  extension  of  the  buildings  of  the 
said  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  hereby  provided   for,  will  necessarily 
increase  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  increased  number  of  patients 
therein  to  be  admitted,  and  the  benevolence  of  generous  and  charita- 
ble persons,  willing  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  institution, 
ought  to  be  aided  by  every  means  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature, 
and  it'  is  represented  that  considerable  sums  of  money  have  for  some 
time  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  bankrupts,  un- 
claimed by  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  respectively  belong,  and 
it  will  afford  an  additional  security  to  the  persons  entided  to  the  same 
to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  a  permanent  corporate  body,  subject  to 
such  claims  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Duty  ^f  ^^ 
the  commissioners  of  bankrupts,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  commission. 
oupreme  Executive  Louncu,  or  by  the  tiovemor  ot  this  common-  >""Pts. 
wealth,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Penn- 
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1793.  sylvania,  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  se- 
Vj-y-u_f  ven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  the  acts  amending  the  same,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  make  out  just  and  true 
accounts  of  their  administration  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  all  and 
every  the  bankrupts,  of  whom  they  have  been  or  are  commission- 
ers, containing  the  neat  amount  of  the  produce  of  each  bankrupt's 
estate  and  effects,  and  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  debts  due  from 
each  bankrupt,  and  of  the  dividend  or  dividends  thereof  declared 
and  advertised,  and  of  the  time  of  payment  of  the  same,  and  of  the 
surplus  undivided  and  remaining  in  their  hands,  of  each  respective 
estate,  and  of  the  creditors  to  whom  they  have  paid  their  respec- 
tive dividends,  and  of  those  who  have  not  applied  for  and  demanded 
the  same,  and  shall  certify  such  accounts,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  or  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  major  part  of  the  survivors  of 
them,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  of  the  com- 
monwealth, to  be  recorded  in  his  office,  and  shall  pay  the  neat 
amounts  of  the  said  unclaimed  dividends  and  surpluses,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid  respectively,  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  taking  his  receipts  for 
the  same,  and  he  paying  the  costs  of  making  out  and  recording  the 
said  accounts,  which  receipts  shall  for  ever  discharge  the  said  com- 
missioners of  bankrupts,  and  the  survivors  op  survivor  of  them,  and 
his  executors  and  administrators,  of  and  and  from  all  claims  from 
the  creditors  of  the  bankrupts  in  such  accounts  mentioned,  for  the 
respective  sums  therein  contained,  and  paid  over  for  dividends  and 
surpluses;  and  in  lieu  of  the  said  commissioners  the  contributors  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  shall  become,  and  be  and  remain,  lia- 
ble to  the  said  non-claiming  creditors  of  such  bankrupts,  for  all  and 
every  sum  and  sums  of  money  by  their  treasurer  received,  and  con- 
tained in  such  accovmts  and  receipts,  whensoever  the  same  shall  be 
lawfully  demanded  by  the  respective  creditors,  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assigns  :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  such  demand 
or  claim  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  limitations,  as  other  debts  and 
demands  are  by  law  liable  to. 

Sect.    v.  [Penalty  on  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  commission- 
ers of  bankrupts  to  comply  with  this  act.     Obsolete.] 
Aiyingin  Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

liJig  hospital  That   as  the  relief  of  imfortunate  women  labouring  in  child-birth, 
V?-  u'*?H'     and  not  able  to  provide  for  the  expenses  necessarily  incident  thereto, 
Further        ^nd  also  the  misfortunes  ot  sullermg  and  forsaken  mtancy,  are  ob- 
theTo"tri-    jticts  vcry  dcscrviug  of  some  humane  provision,  it  shall  and  may 
bniors,  &c.    be  lawful  for  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  to  provide 
commodious  apartments,  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the  ends  in- 
tended by  a  lying-in  and  foundling  hospital,  whenever  monies  shall 
be  placed  in  their  hands  for  such  a  purpose,  and  that  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  call  for  any  such  sums  as  may  now  be  destined  for 
such  an  use,  whenever  they  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  carry  the  be- 
nevolent design,  for  which  such  monies  were  granted,  into  full  ef- 
fect, any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  charter  of  the  said  hospital  to 
the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Passed  11th  April,   1793 — Recordefl  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  144. 
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CHAPTER  MDCLXXXIII.  1^93. 

An  ACT  to  appropriate  certain  sums  of  7noney  for  the  laying  out^ 
opeyiing  and  improving  sundry  roads  zvithin  this  connnonwealthy 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  [SUNDRY  roads  to  be  viewed  and  laid  out. — 2. 
Opened  and  improved,  and  bridges  erected.  3.  Former  appropri- 
ation differently  applied.     Obsolete.] 

Sect.  iv.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Power  of  the 
That  the  Governor  shall  be  empowered  to  make  contracts  for  the  to?m  con- 
opening  and  improving  the  roads  in  this  act  mentioned,  either  with  '^''*'^'^" 
individuals,  or  with  companies,  and  to  employ  agents  of  informa- 
tion for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  could  do  by  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  opening  and  improving  sundry  navigable  waters  and 
roads  within  this  commonwealth,"  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  ;  and  the  monies  by  The  fund  for 
this  act  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  ments. 
law  to  the  improvement  of  roads  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-three. 

Sect.  v.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Repeal  of  a 
so  much  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "•  An  act  to  pro-  imparl'** 
vide  for  the   opening  and  improving  sundry  navigable  waters  and        i 
roads  within  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  thirteenth   day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  directs  the 
annual  appropriation  of  five  thousand  pounds,  from  and  after  the 
present  year,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  section,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Passed  llth  April,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  141. 


CHAPTER  MQCLXXXIV. 

All  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  this  commomuealth  to  incor- 
porate a  company  for  building  a  bridge  over  the  river  Susquehan- 
na^ at  or  near  the  Blue  Rock^  about  four  miles  belotv  JFright\s 
ferry f  in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

Sect.  i.  [PROCEEDINGS  respecting  subscriptions  to  build  a 
bridge  over  Susquehanna.  2.  Proceedings  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  "  The  president,  managers  and 
company,  for  building  a  bridge  over  Susquehanna."  3.  Proceedings 
to  organize  the  corporation.  No  person  to  have  more  than  five 
v^otes,  &c.  4.  Meetings  of  the  corporation  to  be  on  the  first  3Ion- 
dav  in  January,  annually.  5.  Certificates  of  the  stock,  how  to  be  is- 
sued and  transferred.  6.  Meetings  of  the  president  and  managers ; 
and  their  powers  prescribed.  7.  Proceedings  in  case  of  default  in 
paying  for  the  shares.  8.  Powers  of  the  managers,  Sec.  for  taking- 
materials  to  build  the  bridge.  9.  Managers  to  keep  accounts  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures ;  which  shall  be  submitted  annually  to  the 
stockholders;  and  how  the  number  of  shares  may  be  encreased. 
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1793.  10.  The  property  of  the  bridge  vested  in  the  corporation.  Tolls 
•"—V"-'  to  be  taken,  and  amount  regulated.  The  bridge  shall  not  injure 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  11.  Of  the  toll  for  carriages  drawn  by 
oxen.  12.  Penalty  on  demanding  greater  or  other  tolls.  Proceed- 
ings thereupon  before  a  Justice,  and  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Justice.  Limitation  of  suits.  13.  Accounts  of  tolls  to  be  kept. 
Of  dividends.  14.  Accounts  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  how  tolls  may  be  increased  or  reduced. 

Passed  11th  April,   1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  111. 


CHAPTER  MDCXCII. 

An  ACT  to  annex  the  township  of  Letterkenny^  in  the  county  of 
Franklin^  to  the  fifth  election  district^  Mid  to  change  the  place  of 
holding  the  annual  elections  of  said  district,  and  to  unite  part  of 
Southampton  township  to  the  first  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Ge7ieral  Assembly 
Alterations   met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
aHdmft eiec-  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Letterkenny, 
of  "vinkihi*'  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  shall  be  annexed  to  that  part  of  the  fifth 
county.        election  district,  consisting  of  Lurgan  township,  and  that  part  of 
Southampton,  laying  west  of  the  great  road  leading  from  Shippens- 
burg  to  James  Findley's,  called  Loudon  Road ;  and  the  freemen 
of  said  fifth  district  shall  meet,  to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Andrew  Ralston,  in  the  town  of  Strasburg, 
in  the   township  of  Letterkenny ;  and  that  part  of  the  township  of 
Southampton  laying  east  of  said  road  shall  be  annexed  to  the  first 
election  district;  and  the  freemen  thereof  shall  meet,  to  hold  their 
annual  elections   at  the  court-house  in  Chambersburgh,  any  law  t© 
\  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Pa:ssed  4th  September,  1793. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  Np.  V.  pag^e  175. 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(general  9[0seml)lp  of  ^Pennsplbanta. 


Passed  during  two  Sessions  of  the  Fourth  Legislature  under 
the  present  constitution;  the  first  commencing  5d  Decem- 
ber, 1793,  and  ending  22d  of  April,  1794;  the  second  com- 
mencing 1st  September,  and  ending  23d  September,  1794. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN'  governor. 

WILLIAM  BINGHAM    speaker  of  the  senate.  1794. 

GEORGE  LATIMER,  speaker  of  the  house  of  V— y—^ 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


CHAPTER  MDCXCVIII. 

An  A£li  for  erecting  tivo  election  districts  in  the  county  of  North- 
ampton. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Thesixiii 
the  townships  of  Macungy  and  Upper  Milford,  in  the  county  of  trfct  erected, 
Northampton,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district  in  the  said 
county  ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Leonard  Slough,  in  MiU 
lerstown,  in  the  township  of  Macungy  aforesaid. 

Sect.  h.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  seventh 
That  the  townships  of  Heidleburg,  Lowhill,  Weissembourg,  Lynn  dis"ict^ 
and  Penn,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  shall,  from  and  after  the  *'"^'='*^* 
passing   of  this  act,  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the 
seventh  district   of  the  said  county ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said 
district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Henry  Ohl,  in  Heidleburg  township  aforesaid,  any  thing  in  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  5th  February,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  181. 

Vol.  IIL  Q 
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1794.  CHAPTER  MDCXCIX. 

''~"~     An  ACT   to  declare  Little  Juniata  and  Standing  Stone  creeks^  in 
the  county  of  Huntingdon.,  public  highways. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Little  Ju-      inet.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 
niata  from    from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Little  Juniata,  in  the  county 
to  Logans    of  Huntingdon,  from  the   mouth  up  to  the  head  of  Logan's  Nar- 
deciarld'a     rows,  shall  be,  and  the   same   is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  public 
pubhc  high,  j^jgi^^j^y^  fQj.  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  under  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  herein  after  specified ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
^  ful  for  the  inhabitants,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said 
creek,  to   remove  all  natural   and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the 
mouth  thereof  up  to  the  head  of  Logan's  Narrows  aforesaid,  and 
to  erect  such  slopes  and  locks  at  the  mill-dams  now  built,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts  j  provided  such  slopes 
and  locks  shall  be  s:o  constructed  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of  said 
dams. 
Also  Stand.        Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 
^eek°tn>m  That  Standing  Stone  creek,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  from  the  mouth 
ifcsmoutb^to  thereof  up  to  the  fork  or  junction  of  its  north  branch,  or  mouth  of 
Laurel  run.   the  Laurel   run,  near  to  the  house  of  William  M'Alevy,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  public  highway,  for  the 
passage  of  boats   and  rafts,  under  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
^    herein  after  specifitrd ;  and   it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  in- 
habitants, desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek,  to  re- 
move all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the  mouth  up  to 
its  fork  or  mouth  of  Laurel  run  aforesaid,  and  to  erect  such  slopes 
and  locks  at  the  mill-dams  now  built  on  the  said  creek,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the   passage  of  boats  or  rafts ;  provided  such  slopes 
and  locks  shall  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of  such 
dams. 
Who  may  Sect.  III.  ^^fid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 

geet  dams,  ^y]^.^^  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un- 
derstood, to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  land  on  the 
said  creeks,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon  afore- 
said, who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  had  authority,  under  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  that  he,  she 
How  to  be  or  they  may  think  proper  :  Provided  ahvays.  That  such  dam  or 
'"P'-  dams  be   so  constructed,  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  owners  thereof, 

with   complete  slopes  and  locks  on  convenient  parts  of  such  dams, 
as  that  the  navigation  for  boats  and  rafts  will  not  be  injured  thereby. 
Passed  5th  February,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  182. 

CHAPTER  MDCCI. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  townships  of  Tinnicum.,  Nockamixon  and  Dur- 
ham^  in  the  county  of  Bucks.,  into  a  separate  election  district. 
Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyhania.,    in  General  Assembly 
met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  samcy  That 
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the    townships   of  Tinnicum,    Nockamixon    and   Durham,  in  the    ^^Jj^ 
county  of  Bucks,  be,  and  they  are   hereby  erected  into  a  separate  ^^^  ^^.^^^ 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  third  election  district  in  the  said  ^^?=j'j,^^^j.'^g 
county;  and  the  freemen  thereof  are  hereby  authorized  to   hold  county, 
their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Young, 
in  Nockamixon  township  aforesaid. 

Passed  5th  February,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  183. 


CHAPTER  MDCCII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  torvnships  of  ^iemaho7Wig  and  Stony  creekj 
in  the  county  of  Bedford^  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^     That  The  ninth ^ 
the  townships  of  Q.uemahoning  and  Stony  creek,  in  the  county  of  trict  of  Beef- 
Bedford,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  ° 
called  the  ninth  district  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  and  the  freemen 
of  the   said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Joseph  Buck,  in  Quemahoning  township  afore- 
said. 

Passed  5th  February,   1794— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  181. 


CHAPTER  MDCCIII. 

"    An  ACT  declaring-  Cockalamus  creek  a  public  highway. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commonxvealth    of  Pennsylvania^    in  General  As- 
setnbly  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  part  of 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Cockalamus  creek,  in  cr°eek  d"'" 
Cumberland   and   JMifllin   counties,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  [i'fhfghwayl 
the  foi-ks   at  David   Curgil's,  sliall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  a  public  highway,  for  the  passage  of  rafts,  under  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  herein  after  specified ;  and  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation 
of  the  said  creek,  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions, 
from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  David  Cargil's  aforesaid,  and  to  erect 
such  slopes  at  the  mill-dams  now  built  on  the  said  creek,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  passage  of  rafts  ;  provided  such  slopes  shall  be 
so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of  said  dams. 

Sect.    ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  y^^^^^^ 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  under-  ^J^ct  dams, 
stood,  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  lands  on  said  creek, ^ 
who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  had  taithority,  under  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  that  he,  she  or  they 
may  think  proper :  Provided  ahuays^  That  such  dam  or  dams  be  so  Proviso, 
constructed,  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  owners  thereof,   with  proper 
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1794.     slopes  on  convenient  parts  of  such  dams,  so  that  the  navigation  ior 
^— V— '  rafts  will  not  be  injured  thereby. 

Passed  5th  Feoruary,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  183. 


CHAPTER  MDCCIX. 

[Original      Jl  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the 
iwl]     '    *      Governor  of  this  comyyionwealth   to  incorporate  a  company^  for 

opening  a  canal  and  lock  navigation  on  the  waters  of  Brandy- 

zvine  creekJ*^ 

Sect.  i.  [THE  time  for  taking  subscriptions  extended ;  and 
for  returning  a  plan.] 

Passed  19th  March,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  190. 


CHAPTER  MDCCX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  townships  of  Colebrookdale^  Earl  district^  and 
Hereford^  in  the  county  of  Berks,  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict. 

Sect.  i.  BE    it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  comtnonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
The  seventh  bly  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
distric"of  .  the   townships  of  Colebrookdale,  Earl  district,  and  Hereford,  in 
Berks.         t]^g  county  of  Berks,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  seventh  election  district ;  and  the  freemen  of 
the  said  district  are  hereby  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Joseph  Muthard,  in  Colebrookdale  town- 
ship aforesaid,  any  laAV  in  any  wise  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Passed  19th  March,  1794— Recorded  iu  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  189. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXI. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Edward  Shymer  to  erect  a  dam  on  the  tiorth 
side  of  the  river  Lehigh,  in  the  county  of  Northainpton. 

Sect.  i.    [EDWARD   SHYIVIER  authorized  to  erect  a  dam 
on  the  Lehigh.] 
Proceeding*       Sect.  II.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
offences"'"  ^^^^  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  on  the  complaint  of  any  person  or 
against  this  persoHs  to  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  said 
county,  for  them  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  to  view  the  said 
dam  and  lock,  and  to  compare  them  with  the  limitations  and  provi- 
sions herein  set  forth  and  enacted,  and  report  to  them,  at  their  next 
session  in  the  said  county,  the  state  thereof,  which  report,  on  oath 
or  affirmation,    if   it  contain  an  offence  against  this  act,  shall  be 
sufficient  ground  of  indictment,  and  upon  prosecution  to  conviction 
of  any  offence  against  this  act,  or  against  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act 
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declaring  the  rivers  Delaware  and  Lthigh,  and  parts  of  Neshaminey    1794. 
creek,  as  far  up  as  Barnsley's  ford,  and  of  the  stream  called  Lecha-   ^— v—' 
waxen,  as  far  up  as  the  falls  thereof,  common   highways,  and  for 
improving  the  navigation  in  the  said  rivers,"*  passed  the  ninth  day  •[voi.  i,  pa. 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  the  party  ^^'"^ 
or  parties  so  convicted   shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Passed  19th  March,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  pag-e   191. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXIII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  acts  of  Assembly  made  for  the  relief  of 

insolvent  debtors. 

"WHEREAS  so  much  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  made  fseevoi.i, 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  as  authorized  and  empow-  p^s^  ^^^-^ 
ered  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Cominon  Pleas  of  the  counties  of  this  state,  respectively, 
to  discharge  from  personal  imprisonment  all  persons,  who  then  were, 
or  thereafter  might  be  held  in  execution  for  debt  or  demand,  al- 
though the  debts  and  demands  to  which  any  such  prisoner  was  lia- 
ble exceeded  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  any  one 
of  such  prisoner's  creditors,  hath  expired  by  its  own  limitation  : 
And  whereas  justice  and  humanity  require  that  insolvent  debtors, 
who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  confined  in  the  several  gaols  of 
this  commonwealth,  should  be  discharged,  where  presumption  of 
fraud  cloth  not  appear,  although  their  debts,  respectively,  shall 
exceed  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  any 
one  creditor :   Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by   the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  co?72)nonzuealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assetnbly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Debtors  to 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  edwho^e"^^' 
Court,  and  the  Judges  of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  ^^''[^jj^'"=«'^ 
this  state,  respectively,    shall  have  jurisdiction  and  power  to  dis- 
charge from  imprisonment   all  persons,  who  now  are,    or  hereafter 
shall  be,  imprisoned  for  debts  or  demands,  although  such  debts  or 
demands  exceed  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
to  any  one  creditor,    and  to  grant  relief  in  the  premises  in  the  same 
manner,   and  upon  the  same  terms,  as  is  directed  by  the  acts  of 
Assembly  of  this  commonwealth  made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors. 

Sect.  ii.  And  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  shortness  of  the  terms 
of  April  and  September,  a  debtor  confined  in  prison  by  virtue  of 
process  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  commonwealth  is  not, 
agreeably  to  the  existing  laws,  enabled  to  obtain  a  determination  of 
the  said  court  on  his  or  her  petition  for  the  benefit  of  the  laws  re- 
specting insolvent  debtors,  during  the  court  to  which  such  petition 
is  presented,  when  such  petition  is  exhibited  in  either  of  the  said 
terms :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ^f  „„jig 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  credUois. 
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1794.     for  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  commonwealth  to  proceed  upon,  hear, 

''-'"V""*-'   and  determine  such  petition,  so  exhibited  in  either  of  the  said  terms, 

upon  such  petitioner's  giving  ten  days  notice  to  his  or  her  creditors 

of  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  hearing  such  debtor,  and  his  or 

her  creditor  or  creditors. 

Passed  3d  April,  1794- — Recorded  in  I^aw  Book  No.  V.  page  193. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXV. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  admission  of  certain  persoyis  as  witnesses^ 
in  cases  respecting^  the  settlement  of  paupers. 

(Vol.  ],  page  WHEREAS  it  appears  that  great  inconveniences  arise  fjrom 

^  332.;  tlie  non-admission  of  the  testimony,    in  cases  respecting  the  settle- 

ment of  paupers,  of  persons  inhabiting  either  of  the  townships  con- 
cerned, in  as  much  as  it  frequently  excludes  the  best  possible  light 
and  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  :   For  remedy  whereof. 
Sect.   i.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth   of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Of  witnesses  r,iet^    and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   That 
paupers.'"^    the  Justiccs  of  the  Peace  and  the  Judges  of  the  several  courts 
within  this  commonwealth  are  hereby  authorized  to  admit,   in   all 
cases  respecting  the  settlement  of   paupers,  the  testimony  of  every 
otherwise  legal  witness,  notwithstanding  he,  she  or  they  may  be  in- 
habitants of  the  city,    district,  borough,    township  or  townships, 
concerned. 

Passed  3d  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  194. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXIX. 


Dams  how 
to  be  built. 


Pxoviso. 


An  ACT  to  enable  fames  Wallace  and  Rudolph  Pickel  to  erect  mill- 
dams  on  Swatara  creek^  in  the  county  of  Dauphin. 

Sect.  i.  [JAMES  WALLACE  and  Rudolph  Pickel,  seve- 
rally authorized  to  erect  mill  dams  over  Swatara  creek. 

Sect.  ii.  Provided^  That  such  dam  or  dams  be  so  constructed 
and  kept  in  repair,  with  a  proper  slope  or  slopes,  and  a  lock  or  locks, 
whereby  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek  will  not  be  injured,  nor 
the  passage  of  fish  prevented  ;  and  that  the  rights  of  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  whatsoever  shall  be  and  remain  inviolate,  and 
shall  not  be  affected  by  this  act,  and  especially  that  the  privileges 
granted  to  the  company  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
canal  and  lock  navigation  from  Susquehanna  to  Schuylkill  shall  not 
be  impaired  or  infringed  by  any  thing  herein  contained.] 

Passed  8th  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  197. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCXXI.  1794. 

An  ACT  for  alter  tng  ayi  election  district^  and  for  erecting  txvo  ad- 
ditional election  districts  in  the  county  of  Bucks. 

Sect,  i.- BE  it  ejiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the   common-wealth   of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^   and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,    That  The  second 
the  townships  of   Springfield,   Haycock,    Rockhill,   Richland   and  Utc^in 
Milford,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  ^""''"* 
of  this  act,    be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  second 
election  district  in  the  said  county ;    and  the  freemen  of  the  said 
district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Jacob  Frees,   in  Richland  township  aforesaid. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  townships  of  New-Britain,  Plumstead,  Buckingham,  War-  election  dis. 
wick,  Warrington,  Bedminster  and  Hilltown,  in  the  said  county  of  uicU? 
Bucks,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  fourth  election  district  in  the  said 
county  :  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William  Chapman,  esquire, 
in  Buckingham  township  aforesaid. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The  fifth 
That  the  townships  of  Bensalem,  Falls  and  Bristol,  and  the  borough  ti'f"oT^'** 
of  Bristol,  in  the  said  county  of  Bucks,  shall  from  and  after  the  ^^^^' 
passing  of  this  act,    be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the 
fifth  election  district  in  the  said  county  ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said 
district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  formerly  occu- 
pied as  a  court-house  in  the  borough  of  Bristol  aforesaid ;  and  the  piaceof  eiec- 
iVeemen  of  all  the  rest  of  the  townships  in  the  said  county  of  Bucks,  JownshTp**^ 
except   the   townships    of  Tinnicum,  Nockamixon  and    Durham, 
which  comprehend  the  third  election  district,  shall  continue  to  hold 
their  annual  elections  at  the  court-house^  in  Newtown,  and  shall  be 
called  the  first  election  district,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Passed  8th  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  199. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXII. 

A71  ACT  to  declare  certain  parts  of  Conococheqgue  creek  a  public 

highway. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  com?nonrvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  zn  General  Asscmblij 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  bu  the  authority  of  the  same.   That  _ 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Conococheague  creek,  from  cheague, 
Chambersburg  to  where  the  Maryland  line  crosseth  the  same,  shall  btTrbur''g*de" 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  a  public  highway,  for  the  pas-  hi|hwfy. 
sage  of  rafts  and  boats,  under  the  limitations  and  restrictions  here- 
inafter specified ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants 
desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  said  creek  to  remove  all  natu- 
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1 794,     ral  obstructions,  from  Chambersburg  to  where  the  Marj'land  line 
'■'"V-*^    crosseth  the  same,  and  to  erect   such  slopes  and  locks  at  the  mill- 
dams  now  built,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  passage  of  boats  and 
rafts ;  provided  such  slopes  and  locks  shall  be  so  constructed,  as 
not  to  injure  the  works  of  said  dams. 

Of  dams,  Sect.  II.  /hid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un- 
derstood to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  lands  on  the 
said  creek,  who,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  had  authority  under 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  shall  be 
prohibited  from  erecting  any  such  dam  or  dams  that  he  or  she  may 

Proviso.  think  proper :  Provided  always^  That  such  dam  or  dams  be  so  con- 
structed and  kept  in  repair,  with  a  proper  slope  or  slopes,  and  a 
lock  or  locks,  whereby  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek  will  not  be 
injured,  nor  the  passage  of  fish  prevented. 

Passed  8th  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  200. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  an  additional  election  district  in  Washing-ton  county^ 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  -Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
The  sixth     met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
trtct'of  '^  the  following  bounds  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate   election 
f        ^ecttd^°"  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district,  beginning  at  Cross  creek,  on 
the  state  line ;  thence   up  the  said  creek  to  John  Marshall's  saw- 
mill ;  thence  to  the  meeting  house  on  Buffuloe,  known  by  the  name 
of  Smith's ;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  Waller's  fort,  on  the  road 
from  Washington  to  Whelen  ;  thence  along  the   said  road  to  the 
state  line  ;  thence  along  the  said  state  line  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Samuel  Urie. 

Passed  8th  April,  1794 — Recorded  In  Law  Book   No.  V.  page  199. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvaiiia,^''  as  requires 
the  attendance  of  thirteen  directors  to  perform  the  discount  busi- 
ness of  the  said  Bank  J  and  to  authorize  a  lesser  number  to  dis- 
charge that  duty. 

(Ante. pa.  WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  by  the  president  and  di- 

9^'>  rectors  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  and  by  authority 

of  the  stockholders,  that  great  difficulties  have  occurred  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fifth  article  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, which  requires  the  presence  of  not  less  than  thirteen  direc- 
tors for  the  transaction  of  business,  as,  from  their  various  and  ac" 
tive  avocations,  they  are  often  prevented  from  giving  punctual  and 
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necessary  attendance,  by  Wxiich  means  the  discount  business  is  ex-  1794. 
posed  to  suffer,  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  pubHc,  and  the  injury  of  v-.-v— ' 
the  institution  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc' 
sentatives  of  the  commonxuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Ge?ieral  Assem- 
bly viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Repeal  of 
so  much  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  in-  iaw,in'parc, 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  as  requires 
the  attendance  of  thirteen  directors  of  the  said  bank  to  perform  the 
business  of  discounting,  be,  and  hei'eby  is,  repealed. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^^^^nAi'- 
That  seven  directors   shall   constitute  a  board,  for  the   purpose  of  boaiti. 
transacting  the  discount  business  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

Passed  13l1i  Februaiy,  \79A- — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  346. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXIX. 

An  ACT  to   incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Insurance  Company 
of  North- America. 

[THE  capital  stock  of  the  company  to  be  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  divided  into  sixty  thousand  shai'es  often  dollars  each  share. 
The  funds  to  be,  from  time  to  time  vested  in  certain  stock  ;  and  all 
deposits  of  money  to  be  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  2.  The  com- 
pany incorporated  by  the  name  and  stjle  of  "  The  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Insurance  Company  of  North-America,"  with  the 
usual  corporate  powers.  3.  May  hold  real  estate,  not  exceeding  th6 
yearly  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  4.  The  election  of  directors, 
and  filling  vacancies  prescribed.  5.  Ready  money  to  be  reserved  to 
pay  losses,  &c.  6.  Directors  may  appoint  officers,  servants,  &c.  7. 
The  fundamental  rules  of  the  company  declared.  8.  Penalty  for 
banking,  or  trading,  contrar}-  to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  9.  The 
corporation  to  continue  until  1st  January,  1815.] 

Piissed  14th  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book   No.   V.  page  205. 


CHAPTER  jMDCCXXX. 
A  SUPPLEMEXT  to  the  act.  etititled  "  An  act  to  enable  execu- ,. 

(Ante*  pa» 

tors  and  administrators^  by   leave  of  court,  to   convey  lands  audio.) 
tenements  contracted  for  with  their  decedents,  and  for  other  pier- 
poses  thereiji  mentioned." 

WHEREAS  it  some  times  happens  that  persons,  having  con- 
tracted for  the  sale  of  lands  and  tenements  within  this  common- 
wealth, become  lunatic,  or  non  compotes  mentis,  before  the  purcha- 
sers are  made  secure  in  their  titles,  whereby  the  persons,  to  whom 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  estates  of  such  lunatics  may  be  com- 
mitted, are  prevented  from  collecting  the  purchase  money,  and  the 
jHirchasers  cannot  obtain  sufficient  titles  :  For  remedy  whereof, 

Vol.  in.  R 
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Sect.  i.  B^  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  cojumoynvealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assemblij 
viet^  and  it  is'  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
whenever  any  contract  in  writing  has  been  made,  or  shall  be  made, 
for  the  sale  of  any  lands  and  tenements  within  this  commonwealth, 
by  any  person,  who  after  making  the  same,  shall  become  lunatic,  or 
non  compos  mentis,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
under  such  contract  to  proceed  to  enforce  the  same  against  the  per- 
son and  persons,  to  whom  the  custody  of  the  estate  of  such  lunatic 
has  been  or  shall  be  committed,  in  like  form,  and  with  like  effect, 
and  the  person  and  persons  having  such  custody  shall  have  like 
remedy  to  recover  the  purchase  money  under  such  .contract,  as  in 
case  of  contracts  for  the  sale  of  lands  and  tenements,  provided  for 
in  and  by  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Passed  14lh  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  347. 


T!ie  district 
of  South- 
wark  ineor- 
pdrated. 


[♦Vol.  1,  pa, 
248,  chap. 
4B1,  and  see 
the  notes 
thereto.] 


AVhHt  part 
of  its  real 
estate  may 
not  he  soldi 

are. 


CHAPTER  ^IDCCXXXI. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  district  of  Southrvark. 

W'HEREAS  the  laws  now  in  force  have,  in  consequence  of 
the  improvements  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  become  inadequate 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally  intended  :  And 
whereas  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  legislature,  not  only  to  remedy  defects 
which  a  change  of  circumstances  has  created,  but  also  to  make  such 
further  regulations,  as  will  tend  to  the  advancement  of  public  hap- 
piness and  public  order. 

Sect.  i.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  cormnonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  as  the  same  is  bounded 
and  described  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  the  Southern 
Suburbs  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  into  the  district  of  Southwark, 
for  making  the  streets  and  roads  already  laid  out  therein  public 
roads  and  highways,  and  for  regulating  such  other  streets  and  roads 
as  the  inhabitants  thereof  may  hereafter  lay  out,  and  for  other  uses 
and  purposes  therein  mentioned,*"  be,  and  they,  and  their  succes- 
sors for  ever,  are  hereby  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic, 
in  fact  and  in  law,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  commissioners 
and  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Southwark  :  and  by  the  same  name 
shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  they,  and  their  successors,  shall 
at  all  times  for  ever  be  able  cUid  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase, 
take,  receive,  possess  and  enjoy  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments, 
liberties,  franchises  and  jurisdictions,  goods  chattels  and  effects,  to 
them,  and  their  successors  for  e-\'er,  or  for  any  other  or  less  estate, 
and  the  same  lauds,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels 
and  effects,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien  and  convey,  mortgage, 
pfedge,  charge  and  incumber,  or  demise  and  dispose  of,  at  their  will 
and  pleasure  :  Provided  ahvays^  That  no  sale  be  made  of  any  of 
the  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  except  such  as  hereafter  may 
be  acquired,  and  that  no  part  of  the  estate  be  mortgaged  or  incum- 
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bered  for  any  sum,  exceeding  die  amount  of  three  years  taxes  with-     1794. 
in  the  said  district,  nor  for  a  Idnger  term  than  three  )'ears.  ^-"v  —^ 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  cnithority  aforesaid^  oitiie 
That  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  shall  be  a  quorum  for  trans-  ?r"'nsaet  ° 
acting  all  business,  except  for  the  purchase  or  sale  of  real  estate,  ^'""*«*^- 
for  the  mortgaging  or  incumbering  of  the  same,  or  for  borrowing 
any  money  as  aforesaid,  for  which  purposes  the  concurrence  of  ten 
members   shall  be  esseiitial ;  and  the  said  commissioners   shall  re- 
ceive no  pecuniary  compensation  for  their  services. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  af ores  aid,  o^ '^^^ 
'J'hat  the  said  corporation,  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  are,  and  capacity  to 
for  ever  shall  be,  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  '""*' 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  ansM^ered  unto,  defend  and  be  de- 
fended, in  all  courts  of  record  and  elsewhere,  in  all  actions,  suits, 
complaints,   pleas,  causes  and  matters  whatsoever,  and  to  do  and 
execute  all  things  that  to  them,  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  shall 
and  ma}'  appertain ;  and   for  that  purpose  shall  have  and  use  one  and  have  a 
common  seal,  and  the  same   from  time  to  time  shall  and  may,  at  s^i^°" 
their  will  and  pleasure,  change  and  make  anew. 

Sect.   iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  common 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  the  said  district,  how'to  be 
who  are  or  shall  be  qualified,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  ''^°'"'"' 
of  this  state,  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly, 
to  meet  together  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Catharine  Fritz,  in 
the  said  district,  for  the  first  election,  and  afterwards  at  such  other 
place  as  shall  be  appointed  b)'  the  commissioners,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  in  the  morning  and  ten  in  the  evening,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May  next,  and  then  and  there  to  choose,  by  ballot,  out  of  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  who,  according  to  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  this  state,  may  be  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  this  commonwealth,  in  the  manner  prescribed  for 
choosing  members  to  serve  in  the  said  House  of  Representatives, 
fifteen  suitable  persons,   to  serve  as  commissioners  in  and  for   the 
said  district ;  and  the  five  persons  who  shall  ha\'e  the  greatest  nmn- 
ber  of  votes  shall  be  commissioners  for  three  years  next  following;  Their  tenjis 
and  the  five  persons  who  shall  have  the   next  greatest  number  of°  "^"'^^ 
votes  shall  be  commissioners  for  two  years  next  following  ;  and  the 
five  persons  who  shall  have  the  next  or  third  greatest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  commissioners  for  one  year  thence  next   following ; 
and  that  on  the  first  ^Monday  in  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundrcid  and  ninety-five,  and  so  on  the  first  Monday 
in  j\lay  annually  for  ever,  five  persons  shall  be  chosen  as  aforesaid, 
to  serve  as  commissioners  in  the  said  district  for  the  term  of  three 
years  :  Provided  always.  That  no  person  siiall  be  excluded  from  rroviao, 
the  choice  of  the  people,  on  account  of  his  having  before  filled  the 
office  of  commissioner :  And  provided  also.  That  in  all  cases  wherein 
the  number  of  votes  shall  be  equal  for  two  or  more  candidates,  the 
preference  shall  be  decided  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  the  inspectors  of 
the  election. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^insfcctm-. 
That  all  elections  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  con-e,"^*'^  °« 
ducted  by  three  inspectors,  who  shiUl  be  elected  in  the  same  man- 
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1794.  ncr,  andatthe  same  place,  as  the  commissioners,  on  the  Saturday 
U^y—i.^  preceding  the  election  of  the  said  commissioners,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  in  the  morning  and  ten  in  the  evening ;  and  each  of  them 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  entering  on  the  duties  in  and 
by  this  act  enjoined,  well  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  abilities, 
tieciions  Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

coudutted.     That  all  elections  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  held 
and  conducted,  except  as  in  and  by  this  act  is  otherwise  directed,  in 
the  same  and  like  maimer,  as,  in  and  by  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, is  or  shall  be  directed  for  holding  of  the  general  elections 
for  persons  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  under  and  sub- 
ject to  the  same  rules  and  penalties. 
Returns  of         Sect.  VII.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
the  elections  That  when  cach  election  to  be   had  aud  held  in  pursuance  of  this 
made.  act  shall  be  closed,   and  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person  shall 

be  ascertained,  the  judges  of  the  election,  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  shall  prepare  and  make,  under  their  respective  hands  and 
seals,  a  return  thereof,  containing  the  names  of  the  commissioners 
elect,  with  the  number  of  votes  in  favour  of  each,  and  shall,  within 
two  days  after  the  closing  of  each  election,  give  notice  in  writing  to 
each  of  the  commissioners  elect  of  their  respective  elections ;   and 
shall  also  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  the  said  return,  together 
with  the  tickets,  lists  of  names,  tally  papers,  and  other  documents, 
sealed  up,  to  the  said  commissioners  elect,  for  the  first  election,  and 
at  each   succeeding  election  to  the   commissioners  in  office,  at  the 
times  and  places   in  and  by  this  act  appointed  for  them  to  meet, 
and  receive  the  same, 
returns       Sect.  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
how  deter-    That  the  fifteen  persons,  who  shall,  at  the  next  election,  to  be  held 
'     '     *    in  pursuance  of  this  act,  have  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the 
office  of  commissioners,  shall  meet  together,  at  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  Catharine  Fritz,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven  of 
the  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  fourth  day  next  following  the  said 
election  ;  and  that  the  five  persons,  who  shall,  at  every  subsequent 
election,  have  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  said  office  of  com- 
missioners, together  with  the  ten  commissioners  who^e  time  shall 
not  have  expired,  shall  meet  together,  at  such  place  as  may  be  le- 
gally appointed,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven  in  the  fore- 
noon, on  the  fourth  day  next  following  each  and  every  election  to 
be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  shall  then  and  there  receive  the 
said  returns  of  commissioners  elect,  and  shall  fordiwith  proceed  to 
Proceedings  examine  the  same,  and  to  judge  and  determine  thereon.     And  lor 
it  rejected,    that  purpose  the  said  commissioners  so  met,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  be  judges  of  the  said  elections,  and  shall  have  full  power  and 
authoi-ity  to  approve  thereof,  or  to  set  aside  the  same,  and  to  order 
new  elections,  as  the  law  may  require,  to  be  held  in  the  manner  here- 
in before  directed,  and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed, 
of  which  they  shall  give  at  least  six  days  previous  notice,  by  hand- 
bills, posted  up  in  at  least  teiir  of  the  most  public  places  within  the 
district. 
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Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthoritij  aforesaid,     1794. 
That  each  and  every  commissioner,   who   shall  bs  elected  and -re-    *— v— ' 
turned,  and  whose  election  shall  be  approved  in  manner  aforesaid,  ofli'^i^i^ua. 
shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  said  office,  take  a  Ufications. 
solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office 
of  a  commissioner  of  the  said  district.     And  shall  thereupon  with- 
out any  further  or  other  commission,  enter  upon  the  duties  thereol,  ' 
and  shall  hold  and  exercise  the  same  for  the  term  for  which  he  sluiU 
liave  been  elected  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bii  the  axithoritii  aforesaid.  Delinquent 
That  li  any  commissioner  of  tiie  said  (ustrict  shalf  misbeliave  in  his  removeaWe. 
said  office,  or  shall  fail  or  neglect  well  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the 
duties  thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  number,  not  less 
than  ten,  of  the  said  coiumissionei-s,  on  the  petition  and  complaint 
in  writing  of  thirty  electors  of  the  said  district,  fifteen  of  whom  at 
least  shall  be  freeholders,  to  remove,  in  a  summary  way,  any  such 
commissioner  from  his  said  office;  Provided  nevertheless^  That  the 
said  petition  and  complaint  in  writing  shall  fully  and  minutely  state  all 
the  causes  assigned  for  such  removal,  and  no  other  cause  whatever 
shall  be  assigned,  heard  or  enquired  into  :  And  provided  also.  That 
a  copy  of  the  said  petition  and  com])laint,  wuth  a  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  appointed  for  hearing  and  enquiring  into  the  same,  shall 
be  served  on  such  commissioner,  at  least  ten  days  before  any  such 
hearing  or  enquiiy  shall  be  made. 

Sfxt.  XI.   And  be  it  further  enacted  bit  the  cnithoritii  aforesaid. 'Vacancies 

.  •'      •/  ill  the  office 

That  in  case  two  or  more  vacancies  shall  happen,  by  death,  removal  oteomm'r, 
or  otherwise,  a  majoritv  of  the  board  of  commissioners  may  appoint  supplied,'' 
special  elections  for  supplying  such  vacancies,  and  for  that  purpose, 
a  writ,  under  the  hand  of  their  president  and  seal  of  the  corporation, 
shall  issue,  directed  to  the  proper  officers ;  and  every  special  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  and  conducted,  and  the  proper  return  thereof 
made  in  manner  and  form,  as  is  herein  before  directed  for  the  gene- 
ral election  ;  and  the  persons  so  legally  chosen  shall  be  commission- 
ers for  the  remainder  of  the  time,  that  the  commissioners,  in  whose 
places  they  were  elected,  had  been  elected  for. 

Sect.  xii.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted bif  the  authoritu  aforesaid,  commVs 

,,,,  ,  .   ,  .      .    ^  ,  ;  ,      ,  11-1  empowered 

that  the  said  commissioners,  when  assembled  together  tor  that  pur-  to  make  by- 
pose,  shall  hzvQ  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  onlain,  consti-  what'imVpi). 
tute  and  establish  such  and  so  many  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  *''"■ 
and  constitutions,  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  as  shall  be  necessary  and  comenient  lor  the 
purj)Oses  of  ascertaining  the  toll  and  rates  of  wharfage  of  all  articles 
brought  to  public  landings  in  the  said  district  j  for  directing  the 
conduct  of  all  persons  concerned  in  buying,  selling,  or  acting  on  any 
part  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  said  district ;  for  fixing  the  com- 
pensations of  the  officers  appointed  by  the  said  commissioners,  for 
their  respective  services  ;  for  lighting,  watching,  watering,  pitching, 
paving,  repairing  and  cleansing  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys;  and  for 
preventing  and  removing  nuisances  therein^  on  the  wharves,  in  the 
clocks,  or  elsewhere  ;  and  directing,  appointing  and  regulating  the 
time,  order  and  manner  of  lighting,  watching,  watering,  pitching, 
pa\  ing,  repairing  and   cleansing  the  said  streets,  lanes  and  alleys ; 
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and  the  same  to  enforce,  put  in  use  and  execution,  by  the  proper  of- 
ficers, under  such  penalties  as  they  may  prescribe,  and  at  their  plea- 
sui'e  to  revoke,  alter  and  make  anew  :  Provided  ahuays^  That  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  vest  in  the  said  commissioners  an  autho- 
rity to  regulate  the  prices  of  property  or  labour. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  shall  have,  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with, 
full  power  and  authority  to  enquire  of,'  hear,  try  and  determine  all 
offences  which  shall  be  committed  within  the  said  district,  contrary 
to  this  act,  or  against  any  of  the  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  or  con- 
stitutions, that  shall  be  made,  ordained  or  established,  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  and  to  punish  the  offender  or  offenders,  as  by  the  said 
laws,  ordinances,  regulations  or  constitutions,  shall  be  prescribed  or 
directed. 

Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regulations 
and  constitutions,  as  shall  not  be  published  in  two  or  more  of  the 
public  newspapers  published  in  the  said  district,  or  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  hand-bills,  within  ten  days  from  and  after  their 
being  severally  passed,  ordained  and  established,  and  also  recorded 
in  the  office  of  the  master  of  the  rolls,  who  shall  be -allowed  and  paid 
for  recording  thereof  at  the  same  rate  as  is  allowed  for  recording 
tl^e  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  within  thirty  days  from  and  after 
their  being  so  as  aforesaid  passed,  ordained  and  established,  shall  be 
null  and  void. 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authorittj  aforesaid^ 
That  before  any  of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  and  con- 
stitutions, shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  recorded,  the  publications  thereof, 
respectively,  shall  be  proved,  by  the  oath  or  solemn  affirmation  of 
some  credible  person,  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  recorded 
therewith,  and  at  all  times  be  deemed  and  taken  as  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  time  of  such  publications. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
limit,  direct  and  appoint  the  depth  of  all  vaults,  wells  and  sinks, 
hereafter  to  be  dug  in  the  said  district,  for  privies  or  necessaries, 
which  regulation,  being  so  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  published 
and  recorded,  and  the  publication  proved  in  the  same  manner,  and 
within  the  same  period,  as  is  herein  before  directed  ,*  and  if  any 
pcrsoh  or  persons  shall  dig,  or  cause  to  be  dug,  any  such  vault, 
well  or  sink,  for  privies  or  necessary  houses,  of  any  greater  depth 
than  shall  be  limited  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person 
or  persons  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  legally  convicted  in  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  the  said 
vaults,  wells  and  sinks  shall  be  filled  up,  at  tlie  expense  of  the 
owners. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  person  or  persons  shall  lay  any  foundation  or  party  wall 
within  the  said  district,  before  they  shall  have  applied  to  the  regu- 
lators appointed  by  the  said  commissioners,  who  are  hereby  re- 
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quired  and  empowered  to  appoint  three  or  more  discreet  and  skil-     17'04. 
fill  persons  for  that  purpose.  *     ^~~^ 

Sect,  xviii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Duty  of  the 
That  the  said  regulators,  upon  application  to  them  made  shall  have  oFpmy^ 
full  power  and   authority  to   enter  upon  the  land  of  any  person  or  '■*^"^* 
persons,  in   order  to  set  out  the  foundations  and  regulate  the  walls 
to  be  built  between  party  and  party,  as  to  the  breadth  or  thickness 
thereof,  which  foundation  shall  be  laid  equally  upon  the  lands  of  the 
persons   between  whom  s^ch  party  walls  are  to  be  made,  and  the 
first  builder  shall  be  reimbursed  one  moiety  of  the  charge  of  such  how'paki. 
party  wall,  or  for   so  much   thereof  as  the  next  builder  shall  have 
occasion  to  make  use  of,  before  such  next  builder  shall  use  or  break 
into   the   said  wall,  the  charge  or  value  whereof  to  be  fixed  by  the 
sflid  regulators,  or  by  arbitrators  mutually  chosen. 

Sect.  xix.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  appeals 
That  all  appeals  hereafter  made  from  the  order,  direction  and  regTia'tors. 
award  of  the  said  regulators,  shall  be  taken  and  made,  and  shall  lie 
to  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holdenfor  the  county  or 
Philadelphia,  within  one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  making 
the  order,  direction  or  award,  appealed  from,  but  not  afterwards, 
nor  otherwise;'  whereupon  the  said  court,  upon  security  being  en- 
tered by  the  party  appealing  for  the  payment  of  all  costs,  in  case  he 
or  she  should  not  prevail  in  his  or  her  appeal,  shall  direct  a  venire 
to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  commanding  him  to  summon  a  jury  to 
try  the  matter  in  dispute,  and  shall  proceed  therein  according  to  the 
course  of  common  law.  ^ 

Sect,  xx.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty,  m 
That  if  any  person  shall  lay  the  foundation,  or  begin  to  lay  the  foun-  buiuii'4 
dation  of  any  party  wall,  or  any  wall  adjoining  or  upon  the  line  of  ^^'^ '"(^'^^^ 
any  public  street,  lane  or  alley,  within  the  said  district,  before  the  ^i;-  before 
line   and  boundaries   of  the   lot   or  piece  of  land  whereon  the  said  itguiateo. 
foundation  shall  be   so  laid,  or  begun  to  be  laid,  shall  be  adjusted 
and  marked  out  by  the  said  regulators,  or  two  of  them,  every  such 
person,  as  well  employer  as  master-builder,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
thirty  pounds,  one  half  part  thereof  to  the  said  commissioners,  to 
be  laid  out  in  making  or  amending  the  public  streets  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  together  with 
costs ;  provided  the  prosecution  be  commenced  within  fivelve  calen- 
dar months  from  the  time  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  record'?. 
That  the  regulators  so  to  be  appointed  shall  enter  in  a  book  all  di-  aftel^it' 
rections,  orders   and   av/ards,  by  them   made  ,  in  pursuance  of  this  "»"' ^''• 
act;  and  every  such  order  and  award,  if  made  with  reasonable  no- 
tice to  the  parties   interested,  shall  be  conclusive,  unless  the  same 
be  set  aside  upon  appeal  as  aforesaid,  which  book  shall  be  provided 
by  the  said  commissioners,  and  shall  be  under  their  direction  :   Pro-  prcviso  in 
vided  ahvavfi.  That  no  person  under  age,  non  compos  mentis^  /t^wzt?  f*'^""'"°f 

•  1  1  1  1  1      11       '      ,  .''  persons  un- 

covert^  nnprisonecl,  or  beyond  sea,  or  who  shall  not  have  notice  as  der  le^ai 
aforesaid,  shall  be  injured  or  aftectcd  by  any  proceeding,  order,  di- '  '*'  '^"*'' 
rection  or  award,  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  after  their  com- 
ing to  full  age,  return  from  beyond  sea,  discoverted,  being  at  large, 
of  sound  memory,  or  if  Avithin  the  United  States,  until  the  expira- 
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1794»     tion  of  one  year  after  notice  ia  writing,  within  Avhich  periods  his, 
her  or  their  appeal  may  be  entered  and  prosecuted  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xxii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  (inthoritij  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
contribute  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  making  a  common 
Sewer  under  South-street,  to  erect  and  cause  to  be  erected  on  the 
public  estate  now  belonging  to  the  said  district,  or  which  may  here- 
after belong  to  the  same,  market-houses,  school-houses,  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  to  make,  and  cause  to  be  made,  any  other 
improvements  on  such  estate,  which  they  may  judge  necessary. 
Power  of  Sect,  xxiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  cforesaid^ 

mfss^oMrs  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  for 
t"xfor  die  ^^^^  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  to  lay  and  assess  all 
purposes  of  the   taxes  which   could  be  laid  or  assessed  l)v  the  assessors,  sup-.^r- 

this  act.  .  .      .  ,,.,,..-  ,  ,         '. 

Visors  or  commissioners  ol  the  said  district,  or  others,  at  the  time 
of  passing  this  act,  and  shall  also  have  full  power  and  authority,  in 
like  manner,  to  make  and  lay,  yearly  and  every  ^^ear,  one  additional 
rate  or  assessment,  not  exceeding  five  shillings  in  every  hundred 
pounds,  of  the  clear  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  within 
the  said  district,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  ap- 
point collectors  for  the  same,  from  whom  adequate  security  shall  be 
taken ;  which  rate  or  assessment,  being  fairly  made,  shall  be  tran- 
scribed in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  a  du- 
plicate thereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  collectors,  by  them  to 
be  appointed  from  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  who 
are  hereby  authorized,  enjoined  an*l  required  to  receive,  collect, 
levy  and  recover  the  rates  and  assessments,  in  the  same  manner  and 
form,  and  bv  the  same  legal  remedies,  which  are  bylaw  appointed 
for  recovering  and  collecting  the  county  taxes  in  the  said  district; 
and  having  received  or  collected  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall, 
at  the  end  of  every  month  from  the  time  of  appointment,  or  when 
thereunto  required,  account  with  and  pay  to  the  person  whom  the 
said  commissioners  shall  appoint  their  treasurer  all  such  sums  of 
money,  which  they  shall  have  so  collected  during  the  preceding 
month,  deducting  therefrom  such  sums  as  shall  have  been  agreed 
upon,  at  the  time  of  their  entering  security. 

Sect.  xxiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bii  the  authoritii  aforesaid, 
to  five  bona  That  the  treasurer  of  the  said  commissioners,  before  he  undertakes 
and  surety,    j^.^  officc,  sliall  givc  a  boud,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  com- 
missioners, in  such  penalty  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judge 
coiuiition  of  proper,  conditioned,  that  he  will  Avell  and  faithfully  execute  his  of- 
thc  bond.      /|^^^  j,j^gp  regular  accounts  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements,  pay 
all  the  orders  drawn  on  him   by  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
joi'ity  of  their  board,  as  soon  as  sufficient  monies  shall  come  to  his 
hands  from  any  of  the  funds  under  the  direction  of  the  commission- 
ers, and  that  he  will  once  in  every  year  or  oftener,  if  thereunto  re- 
quired, settle  and  adjust  with  the  said  commissioners  a  full  and  just 
account,  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  of  all  his  receipts  and  pay- 
nients  during  the  preceding  time  ;  and  that  upon  his  death,  or  the 
appointment  of  another  treasurer  in  his  room,  which  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  their  board,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
do,  AVhen^ver  they  see  caiise,  he,  his  executors  or  administi'ators, 
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shlll  and  will  settle  and  adjust  all  his  accounts  with  the  said  com-     1794. 
missioners,  and  pay  the  remaining  balance  in  his  hands  to  his  sue-    *•— v-^ 
cessor  in  office,  charging  for  his  trouble  no  more  than  shall  be  al- 
lowed him  by  the  commissioners. 

Sect.  xxv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid  Power  fqi'^ 
That  so  much  of  all  and  every  act  or  acts,  as  directs,  authorizes  or  en  to  offi- 
requires  any  matters  or  things  to  be  done  and  performed  by  the  sur-  dutrktaiw 
veyors  or  regulators,  by  the  assessors  and  supervisors  of  the  public  "'^'«*^' 
highways,  by  supervisors  of  the  public  landings  and  highways,   by 
trustees,  or   commissioners  for  the  purchase   of  public  landings, 
within  the  said  district,  or  by  all  or  any  of  them,  or  by  any  other 
person  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  authorized  to  lay  taxes  within 
said   district,  or  to  manage  its  concerns,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  after  the  election  of  the  commissioners,  by  this  act  con- 
stituted a  body  politic  and  corporate,  be  null  and  void,  and  the  said 
officers  shall  no  longer  continue  in  office,  nor  shall  any  new  appoint- 
ment of  such  officers  be  made  under  any  former  law  or  act  of  As- 
sembly :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  Provise. 
bar,  prevent,  or  in  any  manner  impede,  the  recover}^  of  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  or  of  any  other  matter  or  thing,  for  the  reco- 
very whereof  suits  have  been  or  may  be  instituted,  but  the  same 
may  be  carried  on  by  the  said  commissioners,  hereby  incorporated, 
to  final  judgment,  execution  and  recovery  :    And  provided  further^ 
That  all  and  every  matter  and  thing,  that  has  been  commenced,  be- 
gun  or  entered  upon,  by  the  said  surveyors,  regulators,  assessors, 
supervisors,  trustees  and  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  powers  and  authorities  in  them  vested,  shall  be  of  the 
same   force  and  effect  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed,  and  ma)', 
from   and  after  the  time  last  mentioned,  be  proceeded  in  and  car- 
ried  into  effect,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  as  fully  as 
the  same  might  or  could  have  been  done  by  the  said  surveyors,  re- 
gulators, assessors,  supervisors,  trustees  and  commissioners,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  had  this  act  not  been  made  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  all 
contracts  and  agreements  made  or  entered  into  by  the  said  survey- 
ors, regulators,  assessors,  supervisors,  trustees  and  commissioners, 
or  either  of  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  in  them  legally  vested 
previously  to  the  time  last  aforesaid,  shall  be  equally  binding  upon 
the  commissioners,  and  upon  the  person  or  persons  with  whom  the 
same  have  been  or  shall  be  made,  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally 
made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  them. 

Sect.  xxvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  fo1-me"offi. 
That  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  following  their  first  election,  the  cers  trans- 
commissioners  hereby  incorporated  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  commusion- 
fully  authorized  and  empowered,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  pro-  '='^* 
per  persons  to  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  do,  per- 
form and  execute   all  such   matters  and  things,  not  herein  before 
provided  for,  as  the  said  surveyors,  regulators,  assessors,  supervi- 
sors, trustees  and  commissioners,  were  at  and  immediately  before 
the  passing  of  this  act,  respectively  authorized  or  enabled  by  law 
to  do. 

Sect,  xxvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  «/^^^- of  district 
saidy  That  for  the  well  governing  of  the  said  district,  and  the  or-  officeis,  and 
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1 794.  dering  of  the  affairs  thereof,  there  shall  be  such  other  officers  there- 
in, and  at  such  salaries  or  other  compensations,  as  the  commission- 
ers shall  direct,  each  and  every  of  which  said  officer  and  officers 
shall  nevertheless,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take 
a  solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  and  ex- 
ecute the  same. 

Sect,  xxviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said^ That  all  the  rights  of  the  supervisors  of  the  public  landings 
and  highways,  trustees  and  commissioners,  within  the  said  district, 
in  and  to  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  ferries,  wharves, 
markets,  stalls,  landings  and  landing  places,  goods,  chattels,  monies 
and  effects  whatsoever,  and  also  all  other  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, rights,  franchises,  liberties,  privileges,  goods,  chattels, 
monies  and  effects,  whereof  any  person  or  persons,  or  bodies  politic 
or  corporate,  are  seized  or  possessed,  or  which  they,  or  any  of  them, 
hold  or  enjoy,  in  trust  for,  or  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  district,  to  which  the  said  inhabitants  are  in  any  w  ise  en- 
titled to  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  severally  and  respectively  vested 
in  the  said  corporation  or  body  politic  of  the  district  of  Southwark, 
and  their  successors,  in  and  by  this  act  established,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  aforesaid,  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
inhabitants,  and  their  successors,  for  ever ;  saving  nevertheless  to 
all  and  every  person  and  persons,  and  bodies  politic  and  corporate, 
his,  her  and  their  rights  therein. 

Sect.  xxix.  And  to  the  end  and  intent  that  all  and  singular  the 
estate  and  estates,  rights,  privileges  and  interests  aforesaid,  may 
be  had  and  received  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  be  by  them  and 
their  successors  faithfully  applied  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  in- 
Aceountsof  habitants,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
^e'rencufred  ^f^^  authority  oforcsaid^  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  and 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  who  are  or  shall  be  seized  or  possessed 
of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  on  reasonable  request,  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  said  commissioners,  together  with  all  deeds, 
writings,  evidences,  books  and  papers,  touching  and  concerning  the 
same,  with  proper  assignments,  where  the  same  shall  be  necessary, 
and  just,  true  and  fair  accounts  thereof;  and  whoever  shall  fail 
therein  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  for  the  same,  and  shall  moreover 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  commissioners,  any  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  twelve  hundred  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in 
any  court  of  record,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  district. 

Sect.  xxx.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  all  accounts  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  money  to  be  published,  up  to  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  inclusive,  in  each  and  every  year,  within  three 
months  thereafter ;  and  the  vouchers  in  support  of  all  charges  may 
be  viewed,  at  any  seasonable  hour,  by  any  taxable  inhabitant,  wlio 
Their  books,  *^^^ '^^"^'"^^  ^^  inspection  thereof;  and  the  said  commissionei-s 
&c.  liable  to  shall  also  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  which  may  be 

inspection.  •        i  u     vi      °  ,        i-,        .        ^  .  r         ^  .  ^ 

examined  by  like  persons,  and  at  like  times,  as  the  accounts  aloresaid; 
provided  that  no  inspection  thereof  shall  be  permitted  until  three 
months  alter  mtiking  such  minutes  respectively,  unless  ten  commis- 
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sioners,  the  names  of  whom  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  con-     1 794. 
sent  thereto.  u-y  ■  »^ 

Sect.  xxxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Misnomer 
That  no  misnomer  of  the  said  corporation  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  af^ct  grLw 
gift,    grant  devise  or  bequest,  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  pro-  thecorpoia. 
vided  the  intent  of  the  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear  on  the  face  of  """• 
the  gift,  grant,   will,  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  estate  or  inte- 
rest was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation ;  nor  shall 
any  disuser  or  nonuser  of  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdic- 
tions and  authorities,  hereby  granted  to  the  said  corporation,  or  any 
of  them,  create  or  cause  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Sect,  xxxii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  xhisacthow 
That  as  often  as  any  doubts  shall  arise  touching  this  act,  the  same  stnjed."  ' 
shall  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity,   and  elsewhere,  be  construed 
and  taken  most  favourably  for  the  said  corporation. 

Passed    18th    April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book    No.  V.  page  210. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXXTI. 

An  ACT  to  prevent  the  damages  ivhich  may  happen  by  firing'  of 

ivoods. 
WTIEREAS  it  hath  been  represented,  that  numbers  of  per-  (See  vol.  t, 

.  '  .  *  pace  139.) 

sons  are  in  the  custom  of  setting  fire  to.  the  woods  for  different  pur- 
poses, thereby  producing  an  extensive  conflagration,  injurious  to  the 
soil,  destructive  to  the  timber,  and  the  infant  improvements  within 
this  state  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sa?ne.,  That  Penalty  on 
whosoever  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  wilfully  set  on  fire,  or  cause  to  wofds^* 
to  be  set  on  fire,  any  woods,  lands  or  marshes  whatsoever,  within  marshes. 
this  commonwealth,  so  as   thereby  to  occasion  any  loss,  damage  or 
injury,  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  every  such  person  or  persons, 
so  offending,  and  being  thereof  legally  convicted,   by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  one  or  more  witnesses,  in  the  county  court  of  quaiter 
sessions  where  the  offence  is  committed,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing fifty  dollars,  and  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  the  one  half  of 
such  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  over- 
seer of  the   poor  of  the  township  where  the  offence  is  committed, 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  in  the  said  township. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  offenders 
That  where  any  person  or  persons,  so  offending,  as  thereby  to  oc-  adilisuit!" 
casion  any  loss,  damage  or  injury,  to  any  other  person  or  persons, 
everv  such  person  or  persons,  so  offending,  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
declared  liable  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  in  any  action  or 
actions  on  the  case  to  be  brought  by  the  party  or  parties  grieved,  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the  offence  was 
committed. 

Sect.  hi.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Proceedings 
That  where  any  party  is  injured,  and  shall  not  demand  above  fifty  dama^g«un. 
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dollars  for  his  loss  or  damage,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
such  person  or  persons  to  apply  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  where  the  offence  is  committed,  who  is  hereby  empowered 
and  required,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  cause  the 
party  offending  to  be  brought  before  him,  or  some  other  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  same  county  ;  and  if,  upon  examination,  it  shall  appear 
to  the  justice,  by  the  testimony  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or 
witnesses,  that  the  defendant  is  guilty  of  the  charge  exhibited  against 
him,  then  the  said  justice  shall  issue  his  warrant  to  two  or  more 
freeholders  of  the  neighbourhood,  thereby  commanding  them,  in 
the  presence  of  the  defendant,  if  he  will  be  present,  to  view  the 
place  or  thing  damaged,  or  enquire  into  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff,  and  to  certify  to  the  said  justice,  upon  their  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, what  damage  in  their  judgment  the  plaintiff  hath  sustained  by 
occasion  of  the  premises,  and  that  upon  the  return  of  such  certifi- 
cate to  the  said  justice,  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  grant  execution 
for  the  recovery  of  the  said  damages,  together  with  cost  of  prosecu- 
tion, as  is  usual  in  the  recover}^  of  debts  under  ten  pounds ;  Pro- 
vided always^  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  apprehend  him, 
her  or  themselves,  aggrieved  by  the  determination  of  any  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  consequence  of  this  act,  he,  she  or  they  shall  have 
a  right  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  said  justice  to  the  next 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county. 

Sect.  iv.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  where  any  offence  shall  be  committed  against  the  tenor  of  this 
act,  by  any  white  or  black  servant,  without  the  direction  of  his,  her 
or  their  master  or  mistress,  respect ivel),  and  such  offenders  be  there- 
of duly  convicted,  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  one  credible  wit- 
ness, such  offender  or  offenders,  unless  his  or  her  master  or  mis- 
tress will  pay  the  damages  sustained,  with  costs  of  suit,  shall  be 
committed  to  the  gaol  of  the  county,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
for  three  months,  and  from  thence  until  the  cost  of  prosecution  be 
paid. 

Sect.  v.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  aut ho ritij  aforesaid y 
That  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  damages  that  may 
happen  by  firing  of  woods,"  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five,*  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  I8th  April,  1794.— -Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  221. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  in^erporate  the  Insurance  Company  of  the  state  of  Penn^ 

sylvania, 

[THIS  company  is  incorporated  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The 
insurance  company  of  Pennsylvania,"  with  the  usual  corporate 
powers,  Deposits  for  safe  keeping  of  money,  to  be  in  the  bank  of 
Pennsylvania.  2.  The  capital  stock  to  be  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  divided  into  shares  of  four  hwdred  dollars  each,     3»  Ta 
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insure  against  losses  by  sea  or  land,  or  on  risques  by  fire,  upon  1794. 
life  or  lives,  and  to  lend  money  on  bottomry  or  respondenture.  4.  *— v"** 
How  the  shares  are  to  be  paid  for,  and  penalty  for  default.  5.  Ready 
money  to  be  always  reserved  to  pay  losses,  &c.  6.  Thirteen  di- 
rectors to  be  chosen  annually  on  the  second  Monday  in  January. 
7.  The  powers  of  the  directors  prescribed.  8.  The  stock  to  be  vest- 
ed in  certain  public  securities,  Sec  9.  The  fundamental  articles  de- 
clared, (but  the  first  article  respecting  the  number  of  votes  of  the 
stockholders,  is  repealed  and  supplied  by  act  of  5th  March,  17'95, 
chap.  1794.)  10.  Penalty  on  trading.  11.  Corporation  to  continue 
until  1st  January,  1815.] 

ra$sed  18tli  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  229. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXXVIir. 

An  ACT  for  erecting-  a  certain  part  of  Luzerne  county  iyito  a  sepa- 
rate election  district. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that 
it  would  be  of  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
Luzerne  county,  comprised  within  the  bounds  herein  after  mention- 
ed, that  a  sepai^ate  election  district  should  be  erected  therein : 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  enacted  by    the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the   commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly niet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  a  neweiec 
the  part  of  Luzerne  county,  contained  within  the  following  bounds,  erecttd'in" 
viz.  beginning  on  the  north  line  of  the  state,  at  the  corner  of  North-  ^ufi^"* 
ampton  and  Luzerne  counties  ;  thence  west,  on  a  straight  line,  until 
it  meets  the  stream  called  Wappasena  ;  thence  southwardly,  up  said 
stream,  to  the  head  thereof ;  thence  continuing  a  south  course,  to 
the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  York  line  ,-  thence    east,  to 
the  line  of  Northampton  county;  thence  north,  on  said  line,  to  the 
place  of  beginning ;  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  erected  into  a 
separate  election  district ;  and  the  inhabitants    residing  within  the 
said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections,  hereafter,  at  the  times, 
and  in  the  manner,  prescribed  by  law,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Horatio  Strong,  in  the  said  district. 

Passed  18th  April,  1794  — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  226. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXXXIX. 

An   ACT  to  repeal  an  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  a  Loan- 

Office^  for  the  sumof  five  hundred  thousand  dollars^''  enacted  ^/zc  cha^Tese!)'* 
eleventh  day  of  April  last^  so  far  as  the  same  hath  not  been  acted 
upon. 

WHEREAS  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  a  Loan- 
Office,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundz-ed  thousand  dollars,"  passed  the 
eleventh  day  of  April  last,  hath  been  found  inexpedient,  and  not  to 
anewer  the  purposes  intended  by  the  legislature :  Therefore, 
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Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  iji  General  Assembly 
met ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  erecting  a  Loan- Office,  for  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed  :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  so,  as  to  take  from  the  state  any  security  for  the 
repayment  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  loaned,  with  the  interest 
thereon  :  Provided  also^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
deemed  to  repeal  the  power  given  to  the  mortgagor  or  mortgagors, 
his,  her  or  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  to  pay 
off  and  discharge  his,  her  or  their  mortgage  and  security,  by  paying 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  the  whole  principal  sums  due, 
and  to  become  due,  together  with  the  interest  and  charges  thereon 
accrued,  on  the  first  day  of  November,  in  any  year,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  limited  in  their  respective  deeds  of  mortgage  ; 
and  the  commissioners,  and  other  officers  concerned,  shall  perform 
all  the  duties,  and  exercise  all  and  every  power,  which  they  ought 
to  perform,  or  which  they  might  or  could  have  exercised,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  money  loaned  on  mortgage,  as  fully  as  if  this  act 
had  not  passed. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  legislature,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  epidemic  or  contagious  disorder  which  lately  prevail- 
ed in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  commissioners  of  several  counties 
were  prevented  from  performing  certain  duties,  necessary  to  enable 
their  respective  counties  to  procure  the  portion  of  money  allotted 
such  county,  to  be  lent  to  the  citizens  thereof,  as  directed  by  the 
act  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  did,  notwithstanding, 
on  application  made  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  their  respective 
counties,  after  due  examination  of  the  titles  of  such  applicants,  take, 
receive,  and  record,  agreeably  to  the  said  act,  deeds  of  mortgage 
and  bonds  to  secure  the  repayment  of  the  money  so  loaned,  all  at 
the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  the  mortgagors  :  And  whereas  the 
said  mortgagors  may  have,  and  it  is  suggested  have  made,  engage- 
ments, in  expectation  of  receiving  the  money  lent  to  them  as  afore- 
said, the  fulfilment  of  which  would  greatly  embarrass,  if  iK)t  totally 
ruin  them,  if  they  do  not  receive  the  money,  on  the  terms  stipula- 
ted in  the  said  deeds  of  mortgage  and  bonds :  Therefore, 

Sect.  ii.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  each  and  every  case  where  a  deed  of  mortgage  and  bond, 
with  warrant  of  attorney  to  enter  and  confess  judgment,  have  been 
completed,  taken,  received  and  recorded,  agreeably  to  t!ie  terms  and 
provisions  contained  in  the  said  act,  and  the  money  not  received 
by  the  mortgagor,  nor  borrowed  from  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  governor  shall,  upon  due  application,  issue  his  warrant  on  the 
state  treasurer,  for  the  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  due 
and  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  have  secured  the 
repayment  thereof  as  aforesaid,  which  warrant  shall  be  discharged 
out  ot  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  government. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid., 
That  the  sum  and  sums  of  money,  together  with  the  interest  there- 
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on,  payable  by  the  mortgagors  respectively,  shall  be  paid,  as  the     1 794. 
same  becomes  due,  to  the  respective  treasurers  of  the  several  coun-    <— v~~^ 
ties,  who   shall  certify  such  payment  to  the  respective  commission-  money  shaii 

'    „     ,  ,  •'      .  A     -  ,       .  ,  *,  ,  be  repaid^ 

ers  01  the  several  counties,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  may  be  ac- 
knowledged, by  an  endorsement  in  writing  upon  the  respective 
deeds  of  mortgage,  which  shall  accordingly  be  done  ;  and  the  mo- 
nies so  to  the  county  treasurers  respectively  paid,  shall  from  time  to 
time,  be  by  them  paid  to  the  state  treasurer,  as  soon  as  convenient- 
ly may  be  after  the  same  shall  be  received  by  the  said  county  treasur- 
ers, respectively. 

Passed  18th  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law-Book  No.  V.  pag-e  227. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXI.. 

An  ACT  directing  the  descent  of  intestates^  real  estates,  a?id  distri- 
bution of  their  personal  estates,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby   enacted,  by  the   authority  of  the  same.  That  The  regis, 
the  register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  admin-  tonVs°oa''^ 
istration  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the   several  i^ueryol" 
counties  of  this  state,  respectively,  and  their  deputies,  having  pow-  administra- 
er  to  grant    letters  of  administration,  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
persons  dying  intestate  within  this  commonwealth,  shall,  upon  their 
granting  letters  of  administration,  take  bonds,  with  two   or    more 
sufficient  sureties   (respect  being  had  to  the  value  of  the  estate,)  in 
the  name  of  the  register,  with  the  conditions  in  manner  and  form 
following,  viz.  "The  condition  of  this  obligation  is    such,  that  if  condition  of 
the  within  bounden  A.  B.  administrator  of  all  and  singular  the  goods,  ^^^  ^o^^^^- 
chattels  and  credits  of  C.  D.  deceased,  do   make,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  a  true  and  perfect   inventory  of  all  and  singular  the  goods, 
chattels  and  credits  of  the  said  deceased,  which  have  or  shall  come 
to  the  hands,  possession  or  knowledge  of  him,  the  said  A.  B.  or 
into  the  hands  and  possession  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  for  him, 
and  the  same,  so  made,  do  exhibit,  or  cause  to  be  exhibited,  into  the 
Register's  office  in  the  county  of  at  or  before  the 

day  of  ,  next  ensuing ;  and  the  same  goods,  chattels  and  cre- 

dits, and  all  other  the  goods,  chattels,  and  credits  of  the  said  deceas- 
ed, at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  at  any  time  after,  shall  come  to 
the  hands  or  possession  of  the  said  A.  B.  or  into  the  hands  and 
possession  of  any  other  person  or  persons  for  him,  do  well  and  truly 
administer  according  to  law ;  and  further,  do  make,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  a  true  and  just  account  of  his  said  administration,  at  or  be- 
fore the  day  of  ,  and  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  said 
goods,  chattels  and  credits,  which  shall  be  found  remaining  upon 
the  said  administrator's  account,  the  same  being  first  examined  and 
allowed  of  by  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  county  where  the  said  ad- 
ministration is  granted,  shall  deliver  and  pay  unto  such  person  or 
persons,  respectively,  as  the  said  Orphans'  Coun,  by  their  decree  or 
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1 794»     sentence,  pursuant  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall 
^-nr^— '  limit  and  appoint ;  and  if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  any  last  will 
and  testament  was  made  by  the  said  deceased,  and  the  executor  or 
executors  therein  named  do  exhibit  the  same  into  the  said  Register's 
office,  making  request  to  have  it  allowed  and  approved  accordingly, 
if  the  said  A.  B.  within  bounden,  being  thereunto  required,  do  ren- 
der and  deliver  the  said  letters   of  administration,  approbation  of 
such  testament  being  first  had  and  made  in  the  said  Register's  of- 
fice, then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none  effect,  or  else  to  re- 
Torceofsuch  main ia  full  force  and  virtue;"  which  bonds  are  hereby  declared  to 
°"  ^'   *"     be  good  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  pleadable  in  any  courts  of 
justice ;  and  the  said  Orphans'  Court  in  the  respective  counties  shall 
Power  oi  the  and  may,  and  are  hereby  enabled  to  proceed  and  call  such  adminis- 
coart  to       trators  to  account,  for  and  touching  the  goods  of  any  person  dying 
tremaitr&c.  intestate,  and  upon  hearing  and  due  consideration  thereof,  to  order 
and  make  just  and  equal  distribution  of  what  remaineth  clear,  after 
all  debts  and  funeral  and  just  expenses  of  every  sort  first  allowed 
and  deducted,  amongst  the  wife  and  children,  or  childrens'  children, 
if  any  such  be,  or  otherwise  to  the  next  kindred  to  the  person  de- 
ceased, in  equal  degree,  or  legally  representing  their  stocks,  to  every 
one  his  right,  according  to  the   rules  and  limitations  hereafter  set 
down,  and  the  same  distributions  to  decree  and  settle,  and  to  compel 
such  administrators  to  observe  and  pay  the  same  by  the  due  course 
of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  saving  to  every  person  or  per- 
sons, supposing  him  or  themselves  aggrieved,  their  right  of  appeal : 
Provided,  I'hat  the  administrators  be  bound  to  furnish  the  invento- 
ry within  one  month,  and  to  adjust  and  settle  his  accounts  within 
one  year. 

[Sect.  ii.  Whereas  inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  debts  of 
deceased  persons  remaining  a  lien  on  their  lands  and  tenements  an 
indefinite  period  of  time  after  their  decease,  whereby  bona  Jide 
purchasers  may  be  injured,  and  titles  become  insecure:  Therefore, 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  such  debts,  ex- 
cept they  be  secured  by  mortgage,  judgment,  recognizance,  or  other 
record,  shall  remain  a  lien  on  said  lauds  and  tenements  longer  than 
seven  years  after  the  decease  of  such  debtor,  unless  [a  demand  there- 
of shall  be  made,  or*]  an  action  for  the  recovery  thereof  commenc- 
ed and  duly  prosecuted  against  his  or  her  executors  or  administra- 
tors, within  the  said  period  of  seven  years,  or  a  copy,  or  particular 
written  statement  of  any  bond,  covenant,  debt  or  demand,  where 
the  same  is  not  payable  within  the  said  period  of  seven  years,  shall 
be  filed  within  the  said  period  in  the  office  of  the  Prothonotarj^  of 
the  county  where  the  lands  lie  :  Provided  ahvays.  That  a  debt  due 
and  owing  to  a  person,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  such 
debtor,  is  a  feme  covert,  in  his  minority,  non  compos  mentis,  in  pri- 
son, or  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  a  lien 
on  the  said  lands  and  tenements  (notwithstanding  the  said  term  be 
expired)  until  \jicven*'\  years  after  discoverture,  or  such  person  shall 
^hyeaLn^*^  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  of  sound  mind, 
"th^A  rii"*^  enlargement  out  of  prison,  or  return  into  some  one  of  the  United 
1797.)    '      States  of  America.] 
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Sect.  hi.    Arid  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That    1794. 
the  remaining  part  of  any  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  ^— -r— ^ 
personal  estate,  of  any  person  deceased,  not  sold  or  disposed  of  by  ulns^of^es- 
will,  nor  otherwise  limited  by  marriage  settlement,  shall  be  divided  *^^^^'  ^• 
and  be  enjoined  in  manner  following,  to  wit :  if  the  intestate  leaves  ^ 
a  widow  and  lawful  issue,  the  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  one  third  is  a  widow 
part  of  the  real  estate,  for  and  during  her  natural  life,   and  to  one  fssue?^ 
third  of  the  personal  estate  absolutely  ;  and  the  remaining  two  thirds 
of  the  said  estate,  real  and  personal,  shall  immediately  descend  and 
be  distributed  to  the  lawful  children  of  the  intestate,  such  children 
always  to  inherit  and  enjov,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts  : 
And  in  case   the  person  dying  intestate  shall  leave  several  persons  of  persons 
lawful  issue  in  the  direct  line  of  lineal  descent,  and  all  of  equal  de-  g"ee^of  co^* 
gree  of  consanguinity  to  the  person  so  dying  intestate,  the  said  two  sanguinity. 
thirds  of  such  estate  shall  descend  and  be  distributed  to  the  said 
several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  however  re- 
mote from  the  intestate  the  common  degree  of  consanguinity  may 
be,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  all  daughters  of  the  person 
so  dying  intestate  :  And  in  case  the  intestate  shall  leave  lawful  issue  case  of  law- 
of  different  degrees  of  consanguinity  to  him  or  her,  the   said  two  ^"irirentde. 
thirds  of  such  estate  shall  descend,  and  the  personal  estate  be  dis-  Bieesotcon-. 
tributed  to  the  lawful  child  or  children  of  the  intestate,  if  either  or 
any  of  them  be  then  living,  and  to  the  lawful  issue  of  such  of  the 
children  as  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  as  tenants  in 
common ;  such  issue  always  to  inherit,  if  one  person,  solely,  and  if 
several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  such  share 
only  as  would  have  descended  to  his  or  their  parent,  if  such  parent 
had  been  then  living ;  and  each  of  the  lawful  children  of  the  intes- 
tate always  to  inherit  and  receive  such  share  as  would  have  descend- 
ed or  been  distributed  to  him  or  her,  if  all  the  children  of  the  in- 
testate, who  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  had  been  liv- 
ing at  the  death  of  the  intestate  :  And  if  there  be  no  child  of  the  of  grand- 
intestate  living  at  the  death  of  the  intestate,  and  only  a  grand-child  thiWienand 
or  grand-children,  and  the  lawful  issue  of   a  grand-child  or  grand-  issue, 
children,  who  shall  be  then   dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  then  the 
real  estate  shall  descend,  and  the  personal  estate  be  distributed,   to 
such  grand-child  or  grand-children  of  the  intestate,  and  to  the  law- 
ful issue  of  such  of  the  grand-children  of  the  intestate  as  shall  be 
then  dead,  leaving  issue,  as  tenants  in  common  ;  such  issue  always 
to    inherit,  if  one  person- solely,  and  if  several  persons,  as  tenants 
in  common,  in  equal  parts,  such  share  only  as  would  have  descend- 
ed to  his,  her  or  their  parent,  if  such  parent  had  been  then  living  : 
And   each  of  the  grand-children  of  the  person  so  dying  intestate, 
who  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate,  always 
to  inherit  and  receive  such  share  as  would  have  descended  or  been 
distributed  to  him    or  her,  if  all  the  grand-children  of  the  intes-     » 
tate,  who  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  had  been  living  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate  :  And  the  same  law  of  inheri- 
tance, descent  and  distribution,  shall  be  observed,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  the  grand-children,  and  other  descendants,  to  the  remotest 
degree. 

Vol.  III.  T 
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1794.         Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^ 

*— V — '  That  in  case  the  intestate  leaves  no  widow,  the  whole  real  and  per- 

where  there  gonal    cstatc   sliall  dcscend  and  be  divided,  as  is  directed  in  the 

IS  no  widow.   ■^'-'""'-  _  '  r    •         r 

preceduig  section  with  respect  to  the  estate  not  disposed  of  m  fa- 
where  there  vour  of  the  widow  ',  and  if  the  intestate  shall  leave  ?.  widow,  and 
burno'faTiui  "*^  lawful  issuc,  the  said  widow  shall  have  one  moiety  or  half  part 
issue.  of  the  real  estate,  including  the  mansion-house,  during  her  natural 

life,  except  in  cases,  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
the  estate  cannot  with  propriety  be  divided ;  and  in  that  case  she 
shall  have  and  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  one  moiety  of  the 
real  estate  during  her  natural  life,  and  one  moiety  of  the  personal 
estate  absolutely,  the  remaining  moiety  to  descend  and  be  disposed 
of  as  is  provided  with  respect  to  the  whole  estate,  in  case  the  intes- 
tate leaves  no  widow,  and  the  real  estate,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  en- 
joyed by  the  widow  during  her  natural  life,  shall  descend  and  be 
disposed  of  as  is  by  this  act  provided  with  respect  to  the  whole  es- 
tate, in  case  the  intestate  leaves  no  widow. 
^vhen  the  Sect.  V.  Ajid  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

father  shall  ^hat  in  casc  any  person  so  as  aforesaid  seized  or  possessed  shall 
die,  leaving  neither  widow  nor  lawful  issue,  but  leaving  a  father,  the 
whole  of  the  said  real  estate  shall  be  enjoyed  by  the  father  of  the 
Exception,  intestate,  for  and  during  the  natural  life  of  such  father ;  and  the 
personal  estate  of  the  said  intestate  shall  pass  and  be  vested  in  the 
said  father  absolutely,  unless  the  said  real  and  personal  estate,  or 
either  of  them,  came  to  the  person  so  dying  seized  or  possessed 
from  the  part  of  his  or  her  mother,  in  which  case  the  said  estate,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  shall  have  come  from  the  part  of  his  or  her 
mother,  shall  descend,  pass  and  be  enjoyed  or  possessed,  as  if  such 
person  so  dying  seized  or  possessed  had  survived  his  or  her  father, 
whenfa-  Sect.   VI.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

ther's  and  That  if  any  person  so  dying  seized  shall  leave  neither  widow  nor 
ItoiTii^St  lawful  issue,  but  shall  leave  a  father,  and  brothers  and  sisters,  the 
said  real  estate  shall  descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  intestate,  after  the  decease  of  the  father,  as  tenants  in 
common,  in  equal  parts ;  and  if  any  of  the  brothers  or  sisters  of 
the  intestate  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  then  it  shall 
descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  surviving  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
the  lawful  issue  of  such  brothers  or  sisters,  as  shall  be  then  dead,  leav» 
ing  lawful  issue,  such  issue  always  to  inherit,  if  one  person,  solely,  if 
several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  such  share  only 
as  would  have  descended  to  his,  her  or  their  parent,  had  such  parent 
been  then  living ;  and  each  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  person 
so  dying  intestate,  who  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
the  intestate,  always  to  inherit  and  enjoy  such  share  as  would  have 
descended  and  been  distributed  to  him  or  her,  if  all  the  brothers 
•  and  sisters  leaving  lawful  issue  had  been  living  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  intestate ;  but  if  the  intestate  shall  leave  no  brothers  or 
sisters,  nor  their  representatives,  then  the  estate  shiill  go  to  the  fa- 
ther in  fee  simple,  unless  where  the  estate  has  descended  from  the 
part  of  the  mother,  as  aforesaid. 
whfinthe  Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Sbevit,  &c"  That  in  case  any  person  so  as  aforesaid  seized  or  possessed  shaU  die, 
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leaving  [no*]  widow  nor  lawful  issue,  nor  father,  but  leaving  a  mo-     1794, 
ther,  the  Avhole  of  the  real  estate  shall  be  enjoyed  by  the  mother  of  *— v— ' 
the  intestate,  for  and  during  the  natural  life  of  such  mother ;  and  EKception, 
the  personal  estate  of  the  said  intestate  shall  pass  and  be  vested  in 
the  said  mother  absolutely,  unless  the  said  real  and  personal  estates, 
or  either  of  them,  came  to  the  person  so  dying  seized  or  possessed 
from  the  part  of  his  or  her  father,  in  which  case  the  said  estate,  or 
such   part  thereof  as  shall  have  come  from  the  part  of  his  or  her 
father,  shall  descend,   pass  and  be  enjoyed  or  possessed,  as  if  such 
person  so  dying  seized  or  possessed  had  survived  his  or  her  mo- 
ther. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  where  there 
That  if  the  person  so  dying  seized  shall  leave  neither  widow  nor  jfo^hs^''^"'^ 
lawful  issue,  but  shall  leave  a  mother,  and  brothers  and  sisters   the  ''"^^  mother, 
said  real  estate  shall  descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  brothers  and  andsisteil? 
sisters  of  the  intestate,  or  their  representatives,  after  the  decease  of  presen/J^' 
the  mother,  as  tenants   in  common,  in  equal  parts  ;   and  if  any  of  "^^'' 
the  brothers  or  sisters  of  the  intestate  shall  be  then  dead,   leaving 
lawful  issue,  then  it  shall  descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  surviv- 
ing brothers  and  sisters,  and  the  lawful  issue  of  such  brothers  or 
sisters  as  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  such  issue  always  to 
inherit,  if  one  person,  solely,  if  several  persons,  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon, in  equal  parts,  such  share  only  as  would  have  descended  to 
his,  her  or  their  parent,  had  such  parent  been  then  living ;   and  each 
of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  persons  so  dying  intestate,   who 
shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate,   always  to 
inherit  and  enjoy  such  share  as  would  have  descended  and  been 
distributed  to  him  or  her,  if  all  the  brothers  and  sisters  leaving  law- 
ful issue  had  been  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  advance- 
That  in  case  any  child  shall  have  any  estate  by  settlement  of  the  "\^^^. '°  ^j, 
intestate,  or  shall  be  advanced  by  the  intestate,  in  his  or  her  life-time, 
by  portion  or  portions,  equal  to  the  share  which  shall  be  divided  and 
allotted  to  the  other  children,  and  other  descendants,  whether  the 
same  be  by  lands  or  personal  estate,  such  person  shall  have  no  share 
of  the  estate  of  which  the  said  person  died  seized  or  possessed  ;  and 
in  case  any  child  shall  have  any  estate  by  settlement  from  the  intes- 
tate, or  shall  have  been  advanced  by  the  said  intestate  in  his  or  her 
life-time,  whether  the  said  portion  or  advancement  be  in  real  or  per- 
sonal property,  but  not  equal  to  the  shai-e  which  will  be  due  to  the 
other  children,  or  descendants,  then  so  much  of  the  surplusage  of 
the  said  estate  of  the  intestate  to  be  distributed  to  such  child  or 
children,  as  shall  make  the  estate  of  all  the  said  children  or  descen- 
dants to  be  equal ;  excepting,  nevertheless,  that  where  the  issue  to 
take  shall  not  be  of  equal  degree  to  the  person  dying  seized  or  pos- 
sessed, the  several  descendants  taking  by  representation  to  inherit 
and  enjoy,  the  one  person,  solely,  and  several  persons,  as  tenants  in 


*  The  loord  [no]  is  omitted  in  the  original  roily  but  is  so  obviously  neces- 
sary to  the  sense  of  the  act,  thai  it  has  bcfu  thought  ^iro^ier  to  insert  it  here. 
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common,  in  equal  parts,  such  share  only  as  would  have  descended 
or  been  distributed  to  his,  her  or  their  parent  or  ancestor,  if  such  pa- 
rent or  ancestor  had  then  been  living. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  posthumous  children  shall,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  inherit 
in  like  manner,  as  if  they  were  born  in  the  life-time  of  their  respec- 
tive fathers. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  where  anv  person  shall  die  seized  as  aforesaid,  leaving  no 
children,  or  lawful  issue,  father  or  mother,  brothers  or  sisters,  or 
their  lawful  issue,  of  the  whole  blood,  then  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  half  blood,  and  their  lawful  issue,  shall  inherit  the  same  as  afore- 
said, in  preference  to  the  more  remote  kindred  of  the  whole  blood, 
unless  where  such  inheritance  came  to  the  said  person  so  seized  by 
descent,  devise,  or  gift,  of  some  one  of  his  or  her  ancestors,  in  which 
case  all  those,  who  ai-e  not  of  the  blood  of  such  ancestor,  shall  be 
excluded  from  such  inheritance. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  any  person  dying  intestate,  in 
case  such  person  leaves  neither  widow  nor  lineal  descendant,  nor 
father  or  mother,  or  brothers  or  sisters,  of  the  whole  or  half  blood, 
or  lawful  issue  of  any  brother  or  sister  of  the  whole  or  half  blood, 
shall  descend  to  and  be  divided  among  the  next  of  kin  of  equal  de- 
gree ;  and  if  any  such  kindred  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful 
issue,  then  it  shall  descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  such  surviving  kin- 
dred, and  the  lawful  issue  of  such  kindred  as  may  be  then  dead, 
leaving  issue,  as  tenants  in  common,  such  issue  always  to  inherit, 
if  one  person,  solely,  and  if  several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common, 
in  equal  parts,  such  share  only  as  would  have  descended  to  his,  her 
or  their  parent,  if  such  parent  had  been  then  living ;  and  each  of 
the  kindred  in  equal  degree  to  the  person  so  dying  intestate,  who 
shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate,  always  to  in- 
herit and  receive  such  share  as  would  have  descended  to  him  or 
her,  if  all  such  kindred  leaving  lawful  issue  had  been  living  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  share  of  the  estate  of  the  intestate,  in  this  act  directed  to 
be  allotted  to  the  widow,  shall  be  in  lieu  and  satisfaction  of  her 
dower  at  common  law. 

Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  debts  owing  by  any  person  within  this  state,  at  the  time  of 
his  or  her  decease,  shall  be  paid  by  his  or  her  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, so  far  as  they  have  assets,  in  the  manner  and  order  follow- 
ing ;  First,  physic,  funeral  expenses,  and  servants  wages ;  Second, 
rents  not  exceeding  one  year  j  Third,  judgments  ',  Fourth,  recogni- 
zances ;  Fifth,  bonds  and  specialties  ;  and  that  all  other  debts  shall 
be  paid  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  same,  except  debts  due 
to  the  commonwealth,  which  shall  be  last  paid ;  but  if  there  shall 
not  be  assets  sufficient  to  discharge  and  pay  such  bonds  and  special- 
ties, and  other  debts,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  same  shall  be 
averaged,  and  the  said  creditors  paid  pro  rata,  or  an  equal  sum  or 
proportion  in  the  pound,  as  far  as  the  assets  will  extend^  first  paying 
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the  bonds  and  specialties  aforesaid;  for  which  purpose  the  execu-  1794. 
tors  or  administrr.iors  of  such  deceased  person  shall  or  may  apply  '^-nr— ' 
to  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  proper  county,  which  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  appoint  three  or  more  auditors,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
rates  and  proportions  of  the  remaining  assets  due  and  payable  to 
such  respective  creditors,  whose  report  thereupon,  if  approved  by 
the  court,  shall  be  confirmed,  and  the  executors  or  administrators 
shall  pay  such  creditors  accordino-ly  :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  creditors 

r    .'  Q  J  when  ex- 

no  creditor,  who    shall  neglect  to  exhibit  his  account  to  the  execu-  ciudexitvom 
tors   or  administrators,  within  twelve   months  after  public  notice  ^ 
given  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  of  this  state,  and  con- 
tinued in  such  public  newspapers  for  four  weeks,  shall  be  entitled  to 
demand  or  receive  any  dividend  of  such  remaining  assets. 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  ihtiih\x. 
That  to  the  end  that  a  due  regard  be  had  to  creditors,  no  adminis- 
tiator  shall  be  compelled  to  make  such  distribution  of  the  goods  of 
any  person  dying  intestate,  until  one  year  be  fully  expired  after  the 
intestate's  death,  and  that  each  and  every  one,  to  whom  any  distri- 
bution and  share  shall  be  allotted,  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
securities,  in  the  said  Orphans'  Court,  that  if  any  debt  or  debts  truly 
owing  by  the  intestate  shall  be  afterwards  sued  and  recovered,  or 
otherwise  duly  made  to  appear,  that  then,  and  in  every  such  case, 
he  or  she  shall  respectively  refund  and  pay  to  the  administrator  his 
or  her  rateable  part  of  that  debt  or  debts,  and  of  the  costs  oi  suits, 
and  charges  of  the  administrator,  by  reason  of  such  debts,  out  of  the 
part  and  shares  so  as  aforesaid  allotted  to  him  or  her,  thereby  to  en- 
able the  said  administrator  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  said  debt  or  debts, 
so  discovered  after  the  distribution  made  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^  ouxmWm- 
That  in  case  distributions  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid  by  the  adminis-  i.arties, 
trator,  of  all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels,  rights  and  credits 
of  the  intestate,  without  making  application  to  the  Orphans'  Court, 
each  and  every  one  to  whom  any  distribution  and  share  shall  be 
allotted  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  said  admi- 
nistrator, the  condition  of  which  bond  shall  be  the  same  as  is  before 
directed,  in  case  distribution  is  made  by  the  Orphans'  Court. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofadminis- 

.„,.,,  ,  y  .  ,111  r  '  UHtion,  with 

That  m  all  cases,  where  the  register  hath  used  heretoiore  to   grant  the  wiii 
administration,  with  a  testament  annexed,  he  shall  continue  so  to  do,  '^^^ 
and  the  will  of  the  deceased  in  such  testament  expressed  shall   be 
performed  and  observed  in  such  manner  as  it  should  have  been,  if 
this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Sect.  xvih.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  claims  when 
That  all  such  of  the  intestate's  relations,  and  persons  concerned,  ^"^"^^^ 
who  shall  not  lay  legal  claim  to  their  respective  shares  within  seven 
years  after  the  decease  of  the  intestate,  shall  be  debaired  from  the 
same  for  ever :   Provided  always^  ^JTliat  if  any  such  relation  or  per-  proviso. 
son  shall,  at  the  time  of  such  title  accrued,  be  within  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  covert,  non  compos  mentis,  in  prison,  or  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  then  such  person, 
his  or  her  heirs,  executors  or  administrators  (notwithstanding  the 
said  ternx  shall  have  expired)  shall  and  may  recover,  hold  and  enjoy 
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the  same,  If  he  or  she  shall  lay  a  legal  claim  thereto  within  seven 
years  after  his  or  her  coming  to  full  age,  discoverture,  coming  to 
sound  mind,  enlargement  out  of  prison,  or  return  into  some  one  of 
the  said  United  States  j  and  if  any  such  relation  or  person  concern- 
ed shall,  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  intestate,  be  feme  sole, 
of  sound  mind,  not  in  prison,  and  within  the  said  United  States,  and 
shall  afterwards,  and  within  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  be  covert, 
non  compos  mentis,  in  prison,  or  out  of  the  United  States,  then  such 
person  shall  not  be  barred  his  or  her  claim,  notwithstanding  the  said 
term  of  seven  years  may  have  expired  ;  provided  the  time  which 
may  have  elapsed  previously  to  such  disability,  together  with  the 
time  subsequent  thereto,  and  before  such  claim  is  made,  does  not 
exceed  the  said  term  of  seven  years. 

Sect.  xix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  die  intestate,  being  owner  or 
owners  of  lands  or  tenements  within  this  state  at  the  time  of  his, 
her  or  their  death,  and  leave  lawful  issue,  but  not  a  sufficient  per- 
sonal estate  to  pay  their  just  debts  and  maintain  their  children,  in 
such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  administrator  or  administrators 
of  such  deceased  person  or  persons  to  borrow  on  mortgage,  giving 
the  premises  for  security,  any  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one 
third  of  the  value  thereof,  or  to  sell  and  convey  such  part  or  parts 
of  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  as  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  county 
where  such  estate  lies  shall  in  either  case,  from  time  to  time,  think 
fit  to  allow,  order  and  direct,  for  defraying  their  just  debts,  main- 
tenance" of  their  children,  and  for  putting  them  apprentices,  and 
teaching  them  to  read  and  write,  for  the  improvement  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  estate,  if  any  be,  to  their  advantage. 

Sect.  xx.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  lands  or  tenements  contained  in  any  marriage  settlement 
shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  sold  or  disposed  of  contrary  to  the 
form  and  effect  of  such  settlement,  or  shall  any  Orphans'  Court  al- 
low or  order  any  intestate's  lands  or  tenements  to  be  sold,  before  the 
administrator  or  administrators  requesting  the  same  shall  exhibit  a 
true  and  perfect  inventory,  and  a  conscionable  appraisement  of  all 
the  intestate's  personal  estate  whatsoever,  as  also  a  just  and  true  ac- 
count, upon  his,  her  or  their  solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  of  all  the 
intestate's  debts,  which  shall  be  then  come  to  his,  her  or  their  know- 
ledge ;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Orphans'  Court, 
that  the  intestate's  personal  estate  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debts,  and  maintain  the  children,  until  the  eldest  of  them  attains  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  to  put  them  out  to  be  apprentices, 
and  to  teach  them  to  read  and  write,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  and 
not  otherwise,  the  said  Orphans'  Court  shall  allow  such  administra- 
tor or  administrators  to  make  public  sale  of  so  much  of  the  lands, 
as  the  said  Orphans'  Court,  upon  the  best  computation  they  can 
make  of  the  value  thereof,  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  reserving  the  mansion  house  and  most  profitable  part  of 
the  estate  till  the  last ;  but  before  any  such  sale  be  made,  the  said 
Orphans'  Court  shall  order  so  many  writings  to  be  made  by  the 
clerk,  upon  parchment  or  good  paper,  as  the  said  Orphans'  Court 
shall  think  fit,  to  signify  and  give  notice  of  such  sales,  and  of  the 
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day  and  hour  when,  and  the  place  where,  the  same  \v'A\  be,  and  what     1 794. 
lands  are  to  be  sold,  and  where  they  lie,  which  notice  shall  be  delivered  ^■^v— ^ 
to  the  sheriff  or  constables,  in  order  to  be  fixed  in  the  most  public  places 
of  the  county  or  city,  at  least  ten  days  before  sale ;  and  the  sheriff  or 
constables  are  hereby  required  to  make  publication  accordingly;  and  Return  of 
the   administrator  or  administrators  that  make  such  sale  shall  bring 
his,  her  or  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  next  Orphans'  Court  af- 
ter the  sale  made  ;   and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  lands  be  sold,  by  o/\h^^g'J^'° 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  more  than  the  said  Orphans'  Court's  compu-  r'^s 
tation  of  the  value  thereof,  then  the  administrator  or  administrators 
shall  distribute  the  same,  as  by  this  is  required  for  intestate's  real 
estates. 

Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  on^^^^yso 
That  no  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  so  as  aforesaid  sold 
by  order  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  shall  be  liable  in  the  hands  of  the 
purchaser  for  the  debts  of  the  intestate. 

Sect.  xxii.    And  to  prevent  any  doubts  which  may  hereafter 
arise,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  partition  of  the  intestate's 
estate  may  be  made,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  partition  of 
said.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Justices  of  the  *e  jntes- 

4-\i  1     t^  c     ^  •  i-11-.iri'  tates  estate. 

Orphans  Court  oi  the  county  m  which  the  lands  of  the  mtestate  tow  to  be 
shall  be,  upon  a  petition  to  them  presented  by  the  widow  or  relict, 
or  by  any  child  or  children  of  such  intestate,  if  of  age,  or  by  his 
or  her,  or  by  their  guardian  or  guardians,  or  next  friends,  if  under 
age,  to  appoint  seven  or  more  persons,  indifferently  chosen,  on  be- 
half and  with  consent  of  the  parties,  or  where  the  parties  cannot 
agree,  to  award  an  inquest  to  make  partition,  according  to  the  pur- 
port and  true  meaning  of  this  act ;  and  upon  the  return  made  by 
the  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  or  of  the  inquisition  so  to  be  taken, 
to  give  judgment  that  the  partition  thereby  made  do  remain  firm 
and  stable  for  ever,  and  that  the  costs  arising  on  such  suit  or  suits 
be  paid  by  the  parties  concerned :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  where  Proceeding, 
any  estate  in  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  cannot  be  divided  ^''^'e  estate 

•'  1  1   -1  1  cannot   oe 

amongst  the  chudren,  or  widow  and  children  of  the  intestate,  with-  diviJed., 
out  prejudice  to  or  spoiling  of  the  whole,  the  said  seven  or  more 
persons,  or  the  said  inquest,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  make  a  just 
appraisement  thereof  to  the    Orphans'  Court  of  the  county  Avhere 
the  same  lands  or  tenements  shall  be,  and  thereupon  the  said  court 
may,  but  not  otherwise,  order  the  whole  to  the  eldest  son,  if  he 
shall   accept  it,  or  any  of  tlie   other  sons,  successively,  upon  the 
eldest  son's  neglect  or  refusal,  or  if  there  be  no  son,  or  all  the  sons 
neglect  or  refuse,  then  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  said  intestate, 
and  on  her  neglect  or  refusal,  to  any  other  of  the  said  daughters, 
iu  the  same  manner  successively,  he,  she  or  they,  or  some  friend  le- 
gally authorized  for  him,  her  or  them,  paying  to  the  other  children  shares  to  be 
of  the  intestate  their  equal  and  proportionable  part  of  the  true  va-  f^^^' 
lue  of  such  lands,  teneiiients  and  hereditaments,  as  upon  a  just  ap- 
praisement thereof,  made  as  aforesaid,  or  giving  good  security  for 
the  payment  thereof  in  some  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  as  the  said  Orphans'  Court  shall  limit  and  appoint ;  and  Effect  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  for  whose  use,  payment  or  satis-  mmr^' 
faction  shall  be  so  made  for  their  respective  parts  or  shares  of  the 
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1794.     deceased's  lands,  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  forever  barred  of 
^— V— '    all  right,  tide,  or  demand,  of,  in,  to,  or  out  of  the  intestate's  lands 
fn  sucWafe  ^^'^  tenements   aforesaid ;  but  where  the  widow  is  living,  and  the 
where  there  wholc  premises  shall  be  adjudged  and  ordered  to  the  eldest  son,  or 
any  of  the  children,  the  wife  of  the  person  so  deceased  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  the  sum,  at  which  her  purpart  or  share  of  the  estate  so 
as  aforesaid  ordered  to  the  eldest  son,  or  any  of  the  children,  shall 
be  valued,  but  the  same,  together  with  the  interest  thereof,  shall 
be  and  remain  charged  upon  the  premises,  and  the  interest  thereof 
shall  be  annually  and  regularly  paid  by  the  eldest  son,  or  such  other 
child,  to  whom  the  said  lands  shall  be  adjudged,  his  or  her  heirs  or 
assigns,  holding  the  said  lands,  to  be  recovered  by  such  mother  by 
distress,  or  otherwise,  as  rents  in  this  commonwealth  are  usiially  re- 
covered, to  his  or  her  said  mother,  during  her  natural  life,  which 
the  said  mother  shall  accept  and  receive,  in  lieu  and  full  satisfaction 
and  after  her  for  her  clower  at  common  law;    and  at  the  decease  of  the  said 
mother,  the  said  principal  sum,  so  as  aforesaid  valued  and  adjudged, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  said  eldest  son,  or  other .  child  aforesaid,  to 
whom  the  said  lands  shall  be  adjudged,  his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns, 
holding  the  premises,  and  shall  be  distributed  and  divided  by  the 
said  court  to   and  amongst  the  said  children  of  her  husband,  and 
their  representatives,  according  to  the  direction  of  this  act :   Provi- 
of  partition  dcd  ako  nevertheless^  That  vi^hen  it  shall  appear,  by  the  report  of 
seven  or  more  persons,  chosen  by  the  parties,  or,  w^here  they  can- 
not agree,  by  an   inquest,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  that  the  real  es- 
tate  of  any  intestate  will  conveniently  accommodate  more  than  one 
child,  the   said   court  may  settle  the  same  on  as  many  of  the  chil- 
in  favour  of  clrcn  (preference  being  always  given  to  the  eldest  sons)  as  it  will  ac- 
sons.  commodate,  without  prejudice  to  or  spoiling  the  whole,  or,  in  case 

the  intestate  left  no  issue,  the  same  may  be  assigned  to  so  many  of 
the  next  of  kin  to  the  intestate  in  equal  degree,  as  such  estate  will 
conveniently  accommodate,  without  prejudice  to  or  spoilingthe  whole, 
(preference  being  given  to  the  male  heirs  among  such  as  are  of  kin 
In  favour  of  in  cqual  degree  :)  and  if  there  be  no  sons,  then  to  so  many  of  the 
aug  ters.  (-|J^^g}■^teJ.s^  j^g  ^j-^g  same  will  accommodate  as  aforesaid,  the  said  chil- 
dren or  next  of  kin  to  whom  the  said  estate  shall  be  so  assigned,  or 
some  friend  for  them,  paying,  or  securing  to  be  paid,  to  the 
other  children  of  the  intestate,  their  respective  parts  of  the  value 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed,  where  one 
of  the  children  takes  the  whole  of  the  i-eal  estate ;  and  the  said 
court,  in  directing  the  said  payments  to  be  made,  or  securities  to 
be  given,  having  regard  to  the  value  of  the  estate  so  assigned  to 
the  children  or  next  of  kin  respectively. 
Trovision  Sect.  XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

teirn  after^"  That  whcre  any  person,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
wfnl'a^nd  make  his  or  her  last  will  and  testament,  and  afterwards  shall  marry, 
thereiji"'^'^'^  or  havc  a  child  or  children,  not  provided  for  in  any  such  will,  and 
die,  leaving  a  widow  and  child,  or  either  widow  or  child,  although 
such  child  or  children  be  born  after  the  death  of  their  father,  every 
such  person,  so  far  as  shall  regard  the  widow  or  child  or  children 
after  born,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  die  intestate,  and  such 
child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  such  purparts,  shares  and  divi- 


dends  of  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  the  deceased,  as  if  he  or  1794. 
she  had  actually  died  without  any  will ;  and  in  such  cases  the  judges  ' — '""^ 
of  the  respective  Orphans'  Courts,  so  far  as  regards  the  wife  after 
married,  or  child  or  children  after  born,  shall  have  the  same  power 
and  authority  to  make  partitions,  or  where  partitions  cannot  be 
made  without  prejudice  to  or  spoiling  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
estate  devised  to  any  child  or  children  aforesaid,  in  that  case  to  va- 
lue, adjudge,  and  order  the  premises  to  the  devisee  or  devisees  of 
such  part  of  the  estate  as  cannot  be  divided  as  aforesaid,  and,  on  the 
refusal  of  such  devisee  or  devisees,  to  the  children  successively,  as 
they  may  or  can  do  where  a  person  dies  wholly  intestate;  and  the 
devisee  or  devisees,  or  the  child  or  children,  to  whom  the  premises 
shall  be  adjudged,  shall  pay  the  money,  or  give  sufficient  security 
for  the  same,  as  is  herein  directed,  where  the  person  dies  intestate 
as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xxiv.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Appeal  from 
That  when  any  final  decree  or  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  by  any  \^-^  coum 
Register's  Court,  the  party  or  parties,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors or  administrators,  against  whom  such  decree  or  sentence, 
or  judgment,  shall  be  given,  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  all  cases  and  instances  where  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
said  decree,  sentence  or  judgment,  or  the  sum  or  other  matter  in  con- 
troversy, shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

Sect.  xxv.   And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Repeal  of 
That  the  act,   entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  settling  of  intestates'  °  ""* 
estates,"  and  the  act,  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  better  settling  intestates'  estates,  and  for  repealing 
one  other  act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  province,   entitled  "  An 
act  for  amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  partition  and  distribution 
of  intestates'   estates,"  (except  the  repealing  clauses  thereof,)  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void  :  Pro-  ,,„j  ^^^^^ 
vided  always^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  in  any  degree  af-  or^"oce«u 
feet  the  right  or  claim  of  any  person  or  persons,  which  they  may  '"S'  under 
have  acquired,  or  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  under  any  former 
laws,  or  prevent  them  from  commencing  any  suit  or  suits,  or  car- 
rying on  and  prosecuting  any  that  may  have  been  commenced,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  if  this  act  had  not 
been  passed. 

Passed  19th  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  249.   (vij 

fmj  By  the  6th  section  of  the  royal  The   following^   is  the  observation  of 

charter,  '«  tlie  laws  for  rci^ulating^  and  Chief  Justice  Kimeyy  upon  the  forego- 

jTOvcrning'  property  within  tlie  province,  ing-  section. 

as  well  for  the  descent  and  enjoyment  "  Altiioiigh  it  shoiildbe  made  aques- 
of  lands,  as  likewise  for  the  enjoyment  tion,  whether  the  statute  huvs  of  Eng- 
and  succession  of  goods  and  chattels,  /u«f/,  by  the  royal  ciiarter  or  otliervvise, 
shall  be  and  continue  the  same  as  they  did,  or  do  extend  to  this  province ;  yet 
shall  be,  for  the  time  being  by  the  ge-  as  the  common  law  is  goieraliy  allow- 
ncral  course  of  the  law  in  our  kingdom  ed  to  be  in  force  here  in  such  cases 
of  lingland,  until  the  said  laws  shall  be  wherein  no  alterations  have  been  made 
altered  by  the  said  William  Penti,  his  by  acts  of  Assembly  ;  and  as  it  appears 
heirs  or  assigns,  and  by  the  freemen  of  to  have  been  resolved  in  the  earl  of  Ber- 
ths said  province,  their  delegates  or  hy^s  case,  4  Inst.  284,  that  land  granted 
deputies,  or  the  greater  part  of  them."  by  letters  patent  from  the  crown,\liough 
—(See  appendix.)  out  of  the  realm  of  England,  should 'de- 
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1  794.  scend  according  to  tlis  course  of  t-ie 
1  .^  common  law,  it  is  clear,  that  from  the 
date  of  the  charter,  until  acts  of  As- 
sembly were  made  to  alter  the  same, 
lands,  within  this  province,  descended 
according  to  the  course  of  common 
law."— 

A  variety  of  laws  were  accordingly 
made,  previous  to  the  year  1700,  to  re- 
gulate intestates'  estates,  of  which  a 
brief  review  will  be  here  given;  toge- 
ther with  Cliief  Justice  Kinsey's  notes, 
or  observations  thereon. 

By  an  act  passed  at  an  Assembly  held 
in  March,  1683,  (110th  law,)  it  was 
enacted,  "  That  the  estate  of  an  intes. 
tate  shall  go  to  his  wife,  his  child,  or 
children,  and  if  he  leave  no  wife,  child, 
or  children,  it  shall  go  to  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  if  any  be,  or  to  the  chil- 
dren of  such  brothers  or  sisters  ;  and 
in  case  no  such  be,  one  half  shall  go  to 
the  parents,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
next  of  kin:  And  for  want  of  parents, 
one  half  shall  go  to  the  Governor,  and 
for  want  of  kin,  the  other  half  to  the 
public.  Providing,  always.  That  the  time 
of  claiming  exceed  not  three  years  af- 
ter the  death  of  such  intestate." 

By  the   172d  law,  passed  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  (May,  1684,)  "  Om  third 
of  the  personal  estate  shall  go  to  the 
wife  ;  and   one   third  of  the  lands  and 
tenements  during  her  natural  life  ;   tlie 
remainder,  together  with  the  other  two 
thirds  of  the  estate,  shall  go  to  the  cliil- 
dien,  tlie   eldest   son  having  a  double 
part  or  share  ;  and  in  case  the  intestate 
leaves  no  child,  then  half  the  personal 
estate  to  the  widow,  and  the  moiety  of 
the    real  estate  during  her  natural  life, 
tlie    remainder   thereof  to   the  next  of 
her   husband's  kin.     And  if  he  leaveth 
no    wife,  child,  or  children,  it  shall  go 
to  his  brothers  and  sisters,  if  any  be,  or 
to   the   children   of  such  brotiiers  and 
sisters  ;    and  in  case  no   such  be,  one 
half  shall   go  to  the  parents,  and  one 
half  shall  go  to  the  Governor;   and  for 
\«ant  of  kin,  the  other  half  to  the  pub- 
lic  stock  of  the   county.     And  the  es- 
tate   of  an    intestate  widow  shall  go  to 
her  child  or  children,  to  be  divided  and 
shared   as    before  ;  and  if  slie  leave  no 
child   or  children,  the  estate  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  before,  if  any  be.     And  the 
estate  of  an  intestate  single  man  or  \vo- 
m.in   shall  go  to  his  or  her  brother  and 
sister,  if  any  be,  and  for  want  of  such, 
as    before  limited.     Provided,   That  his 
or  her  debts  be  first  paid  ;  and  that  the 
time   of  claiming  be  within  three  years 
after  the  decease  of  the  intestate  party." 
"  From  the  passing  of  this  act,"  Chief 
Justice   Kinsey  observes,  •'  the  course 
of  the  descents  of  land  was  altered. 


The  eldest  son,  by  this  act,  (wliere 
tliere  were  other  children,)  takmg  % 
double  share  only." 

2.  "  By  this  act,  it  seems,  where 
there  were  no  cliildren,  the  brothers  and 
sisters,  or  their  children,  (where  such 
there  were,)  of  the  intestate,  took  a 
joint  estate ;  and  where  there  were 
none,  the  parents  took  half  the  estate.*' 

3.  "  This  act  continued  to  the  year 
1693,  and  then  it  received  some  altera- 
tions ;  amongst  others,  where  there 
were  no  children,  brothers  or  sisters, 
or  their  issue,  were  to  inherit ;  and  if 
there  were  none  of  these,  it  was  to  go 
to  the  parents ;  and  for  want  of  kindred, 
one  half  to  the  Governor,  the  other 
half  to  the  county  stock." 

4.  •'  The  last  mentioned  act  continu- 
ed until  iroo." 

By  the  188th  law,  passed  in  May, 
1688,  it  was  enacted,  "  That  any  per- 
son who  died,  or  shall  die  intestate,  be- 
ing owner  of  lands  within  this  province 
or  territories,  and  hath  left,  or  shall 
leave  legal  issue,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Courtof  Orphans,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  G(n-ernor  and  Council,  to 
empower  the  widow  or  administrator, 
in  case  of  considerable  debts,  charge 
of  child  or  children,  to  make  sale  of 
such  parts  or  tracts  of  the  said  land,  as 
tlie  council  and  court  shall  judge  meet, 
direct  towards  the  defraying  of  such 
just  debts,  the  education  of  such  child 
or  children,  support  of  the  widow,  and 
the  better  improving  the  remainder  of 
the  estate  to  their  advantage,  and  that 
this  law  continue  and  be  in  force  for 
one  whole  year,  and  no  longer." 

Chief  Justice  Kinsey  observes  upon 
this  act,  «'  that  it  was  continued  to  the 
year  1693,  when  executors  and  admi- 
nistrators were  authorized  to  sell  with- 
out the  application  here  directed." 

It  appears  by  the  petition  of  right  in 
Governor  F/etcher's  time,  the  above  law 
was  declared  to  be  in  force  on  the  1st 
June,  1693,  (See  this  petition  prefixed 
to  the  first  volume  of  this  edition.) 

But  at  an  assembly  held  15th  of  May 
and  1st  of  June,  1693,  an  act  was 
passed  entitled  "  The  law  about  tes- 
tates and  intestates  estates,"  by  which 
it  was  enacted  (in  substance)  after  de- 
claring real  and  personal  estates  liable 
to  be  taken  in  execution  or  sold  by  exe- 
cutors or  administrators  for  payment  of 
debts,  »•  that  the  surplus  of  testators 
or  personal  estates  after  payment  of 
debts,  should  be  proportionably  dis- 
tributed according  to  their  last  wills  ; 
and  the  surplus  of  intestates'  personal 
estates  after  payment  of  debts,  should 
be  disti'ibuted,  one  third  to  the  wife, 
the   residue   among  his   children,  and 
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such  as  legally  represent  Uiem,  (if  any 
of  tiiem  be  dead)  tiie  eldest  son  having 
a  double  part  or  share  ;  and  if  there  be 
no  children  nor  legal  representatives  of 
them,  one  moiety  shall  be  allotted  to 
the  wife,  the  residue  equally  to  intes- 
tates next  of  kin  in  equal  degree,  and 
those  who  represent  them  ;  and  if  in- 
testate left  no  wiie,  child,  or  children, 
it  siiall  go  to  his  brotliers  and  sisters,  if 
any  be,  or  to  the  children  of  such  bro- 
tliers  and  sisters  ;  and  in  case  no  such 
shall  be,  it  shall  go  to  the  parents  ;  and 
for  want  of  kindred,  one  half  to  the 
Governoi-  tor  the  time  being,  and  the 
otjier  half  to  the  public  stock  of  the 
county  where  such  estate  lyeth.  And 
tlie  personal  estate  of  an  intestate  wi- 
dow to  go  to  her  child  or  children,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  aforesaid;  and,  of  a 
^j^gie  man  or  woman  dying  intestate, 
to  go  to  his  and  their  brolhers  and  sis- 
ters, if  any  be,  and  for  want  of  them, 
as  before  limited.  Provided,  That  where 
testators,  or  intestates  personal  estates 
are  sufficient  to  pay  all  debts,  &c.  then 
the  real  estate  to  be  distributed  in  man- 
ner following.  Testators'  real  estates 
to  remain  as  their  last  wills  and  testa- 
ments devise  the  same  ;  and  one  third 
of  all  intestates'  lands  to  the  wife  for 
life,  the  residue  to  be  allotted  and  dis- 
tributed as  the  surplusage  of  personal 
estate  is  limited  and  directed. 

Refimding  bonds  lecpiired,  as  well  on 
the  distribution  of  intestates,  as  of  tes- 
tates' estates.  Claims  not  made  with- 
in tliree  years  to  be  barred. 

Executors  and  guardians  to  give 
bond,  S;c.  to  stand  hi  force  till  they  set- 
tle tlieir  accounts,  and  wei'e  legally  dis- 
charged, and  if  any  man  sliall  refuse 
this  honest  care  and  cliarge  in  the  go- 
vernment, unless  he  have  hve  children 
to  take  care  of,  or  is  already  executor 
to  one  will,  or  hath  persons  nearer  re- 
lated to  him  who  in  all  likelihood  will 
impose  that  charge  upon  him  he  shall 
be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  tiie  court, 
who  shall  appoint  another,  &c." 

"  1  his  act,"  says  C.  J.  Kiitscy  conti- 
nued to  the  year  1694,  when  another 
act  was  made  authorizing  sales  of  lands 
to  be  made  by  the  widow  or  adminis- 
trators, with  the  leave  of  the  Governor 
andCouncil.or  the  county  covirt,  where 
there  were  debts  to  be  paid,  a  charge 
of  children,  or  it  was  necessary  for  the 
improvement  of  the  residue  of  the  es- 
tate, which  last  law  continued  to  the 
year  1696." 

2.  "But  then  the  first  law  was  re- 
vived, which  enabled  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators to  sell  for  payment  oi 
debts,  and  continued  in  force  from  the 
year  1696  to  the  2rth  November,  1700." 


•'  3.  At  which  time  two  acts  passed. 
The  first  entitled  •'  An  act  for  ascer- 
taining the  descent  of  lands,  &c." 
whereby  executors  and  administrators 
are  authorized  to  sell  their  testators  or 
intestates  lands  in  manner  directed  by 
tliis  act.  The  other  act  which  passed 
the  same  session,  is  entitled  "  An  act 
to  empower  widows  and  administrators 
to  sell  so  much  of  the  lands  of  intes- 
tates as  may  be  sufficient  to  clear  their 
debts,  &c."  wliich  last  mentioned  act 
provides  "  That  widows  and  adminis- 
trators may  sell  so  much  lands  of  intes- 
tates (where  there  is  not  sufficient  per- 
sonal estate)  as  the  Orphans'  Court 
shall  think  lit,  for  payment  of  debts, 
education  of  children,  and  improvement 
of  the  residue. 

4.  "Ihese  acts  continued  till  the 
13th  of  the  twelfth  month  1705,  and 
then  were  repealed." 

The  law  about  testates  and  intestates 
estates,  or  the  act  of  revival,  alluded 
to  by  tiie  Chief  Justice  in  No,  2,  was 
passed  in  1697,  and  is  nearly  in  th.e 
same  words  as  the  act  of  1693. 

The  act  of  1700,  for  ascertaining  the 
descent  of  lands,  &c.  alluded  to  in  No. 
3,  after  following  the  letter  of  the  for- 
mer acts,  provides  for  the  case  of  ad- 
vancements to  children,  and  declares 
that  there  shall  be  no  representations 
admitted  among  collaterals,  after  bro- 
thers' and  sisteis'  children  ;  and  the  li- 
mitation for  claims  to  be  made  is  en- 
larged to  seven  }'ears. 

The  act  of  4th  Anne,  for  the  better 
settling  of  intestates  estates,  passed  in 
1705,  (chap.  135,)  is  repealed  by  the 
act  in  the  text. 

The  act  directing  the  order  of  pay- 
ment of  debts  of  persons  deceased, 
passed  in  1705,  (chap.  134,)  is  supplied 
by  the  act  in  the  text. 

An  act  for  amending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  partititm  and  distribution  of 
intestates  estates,  22  Geo.  2,  was  pass- 
ed  4th  Feb'v,  1748-9,  and  repealed  23d 
March,  1764. 

A  supplementto  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  settling  intestates  es- 
tates, and  for  repealing  one  other  act 
of  General  Assembly  of  this  province, 
entitled  "An  act  for  amending  the  law.s 
relating  to  the  partition  and  distribu- 
tion of  intestates  estates,  (chap.  512.) 
passed  23d  of  March,  1764,  was  re- 
pealed by  the  act  in  the  text. 

The  old  intestate  laws  are  consider- 
ably altered  by  the  act  in  the  text,  and 
that  the  reader  may  have  a  correct  view 
of  the  change  in  the  old  law,  the  acts 
of  1705  and  1764,  are  herein  inserted 
intire. 


1794. 
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1794       -^w  ACT  for  the  better  settling  of  Intes- 
I,  ,  tates  estates. 

■'    ■"  £e  it  enacted,  Tliat  the  Register-Ge- 

neral and  his  deputies,  having'  |X)wer  to 
grant  letters  of  adniinistraiion  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  ])ersons  dying 
intestate  within  this  province,  shall, 
upon  their  {^ranting  siicli  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, take  sufficient  bonds, 
with  two  or  more  able  securities,  re- 
spect being  had  to  the  value  of  the  es- 
tate, in  the  name  of  the  Register  Gene- 
ral, witii  the  conditions  in  manner  and 
form  following,  mutatis  mutandis,  viz. 

"The  CONDITION  OF  THIS  OBLIGA- 
TION IS  si-'CH,  That  if  the  within 
boimden  A.  B.  administrator  of  dU  and 
singular  the  goods,  chattels  and  cre- 
dits of  C.  D.  deceased,  do  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made  a  true  and  perfect 
inventory  of  all  and  singular  the  goods, 
chattels  and  credits  of  the  said  deceas- 
ed, which  have  or  shall  come  to  the 
ha  ids,  possession  or  knowledge  of  him 
the  said  A.  B.  or  into  the  hands  and 
possession  of  any  oilier  person  or  per- 
sons for  him  :  and  the  same  so  made  do 
exhibit,  or  cause  to  be  exhibited,  into 
the  Register's-Office,  in  the  county  of 

at  or  before  the 
day  of  next  ensuing  ;  and 

the  same  goods,  chattels  and  credits, 
and  all  otlur  the  goods,  chattels  and 
credits  of  the  said  deceased  at  the  time 
of  liis  death,  which  at  any  time  after 
shall  come  to  the  hands  or  possession 
of  the  said  A-  B.  or  into  the  hands  and 
possession  of  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons ior  him,  do  well  and  truly  admi- 
nister according  to  law.  And  further 
do  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  true 
and  just  apcountof  his  said  administra- 
tion, at  or  before  the  day  of 
And  all  the  rest  and  resi- 
due of  the  said  goods,  chattels  and 
credits,  which  shall  be  foiuid  remain- 
ing upon  the  said  administrator's  ac- 
counts, the  same  being  first  examined 
and  allowed  of  by  the  Orphans'  Court 
of  the  county  where  the  said  adminis- 
tration is  granted,  shall  deliver  and 
pay  unto  such  person  or  persons  respec- 
tively as  the  said  Orphans*  Court,  in 
the  respective  county,  by  their  decree 
or  sentence,  pursuant  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  limit  and 
appoint.  And  if  it  shall  hereafter  ap- 
pear, that  any  last  will  and  testament 
was  made  by  the  said  deceased,  and 
the  executor  or  executors  therein  nam- 
ed do  exhibit  the  same  into  the  said 
Register's  office,  making  request  to 
have  it  allowed  and  approved  accord- 
ingly:  If  the  said  A.  B.  within  boun- 
den,  being  thereunto  required,  do  ren- 
der  and  deliver  the  said  letters  of  ad- 


ministration, approbation  of  stich  tes- 
tament being  first  had  and  made  in  the 
said  Register's  office,  then  this  obliga- 
tion to  be  void  and  of  none  eliect,  or 
else  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue." 

Which  bonds  are  hereby  declared 
and  enacted  to  be  good,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  and  pleadable  in  any 
courts  of  justice  ;  and  also,  that  the 
said  Orphans'  Court,  in  the  respective 
counties,  shall  and  may,  and  are  here- 
by enabled  to  proceed  and  call  such  ad- 
ministrators to  account,  for  and  touch- 
ing the  goods  of  any  person  dying  in- 
testate :  And  upon  hearing,  and  due 
consideration  thereof,  to  order  and 
make  just  and  equal  distribution  of 
what  reniaineth  clear,  after  all  debts, 
funeral  and  just  expenses  of  every  sort, 
first  allowed  and  deducted,  amongst 
the  wife  and  children,  or  children's 
children,  if  any  such  be,  or  otherwise 
to  the  next  of  kindred  to  the  dead  per- 
son, in  equal  degree,  or  legall}'  repre- 
senting their  stocks,  to  every  one  his 
right,  according  to  the  laws  in  such 
cases,  and  to  the  rules  and  limitations 
hereafter  set  down  :  and  the  same  dis- 
tribunons  to  decree  and  settle,  and  to 
compel  such  administrators  to  observe 
and  pay  the  same,  by  the  due  course  of 
laws  of  this  province  ;  saving  to  every 
one  supposing  him  or  themselves  ag- 
grieved,  their  right  of  appeal  lo  the 
Provincial  or  Supreme  Court  of  this 
province- 

II.  Pro'cided  ahcays,  That  the  said 
Orphan*'  Court  in  each  county,  which 
is  by  this  act  enabled  to  make  distribu- 
tion of  the  siu-pUisage  of  the  estate  of 
any  person  dying  intestate,  shall  dis- 
tribute the  whole  surplusage  of  such 
estate  or  estates  in  manner  and  form 
following,  that  is  to  say,  one  third  part 
of  the  said  surplusage  to  the  wife  of 
the  intestate,  and  all  the  residue,  by 
equal  portions,  to  and  amongst  the 
children  of  such  person  dying  intestate, 
allowing  the  eldest  son  two  shares ; 
and  to  such  persons  as  legally  represent 
such  children,  in  case  any  of  the  said 
children  be  then  dead  (other  than  such 
child  or  children  who  shall  have  any 
estate  by  the  settlement  of  the  intes- 
tate, or  shall  be  advanced  by  him  in 
his  life-time,  by  portion  or  portions, 
equal  to  the  share  which  shall  by  such 
distribution  be  allotted  to  the  other 
children)  to  whom  such  distribution  is 
to  be  made.  And  in  case  any  child  who 
shall  have  any  estate  by  settlement 
from  the  intestate,  or  shall  be  advanced 
by  the  said  intestate  in  his  life-time  by- 
portion,  not  equal  to  the  share  which 
will  be  due  to  the  other  children  by 
such  distribution  as  aforesaid,  then  so 
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much  of  the  surplusag-e  of  the  estate 
of  such  intestate  to  be  distributed  to 
such  child  or  children,  as  shall  have 
any  land  by  settlement  from  the  intes- 
tate, or  were  advanced  in  the  life -time 
of  the  intestate,  as  shall  make  the  es- 
tate of  all  the  said  children  to  be  equal, 
as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  tiie  eldest 
son  being  allowed  two  shares  as  afore- 
said. And  in  case  there  be  no  children, 
nor  any  legal  representatives  of  them, 
then  one  moiety  of  the  said  estate  to  be 
allotted  to  the  wife  of  the  intestate, 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  estate  to  he 
distributed  equally  to  every  of  the  next 
kindred  of  the  intestate,  wlio  are  in 
equal  degree,  and  those  who  legally 
represent  them  :  Provided^  That  there 
be  no  representatives  admitted  amongst 
collaterals,  after  brothers  and  sisters 
children.  And  in  case  tiiere  be  no 
•wife,  then  all  the  said  estate  to  be  dis- 
tributed equally  to  and  amongst  the 
chihlren,  the  eldest  son  to  have  two 
shares  as  aioresaid.  And  in  case  there 
be  no  child,  then  to  the  next  of  kin- 
dred in  equal  deg'ree  of  or  unto  the 
intestate,  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives as  aforesaid,  and  in  no  other  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

III.  Provided  also,  and  to  the  end  that 
a  due  regard  be  had  to  creditors,  1  hat 
no  such  distribution  of  the  goods  of 
any  person  dying  intestate  be  made, 
till  after  one  year  be  fully  expired  after 
the  intestate's  death.  And  that  such 
and  every  one  to  whom  any  distribution 
and  share  shall  be  allotted,  shall  give 
bond,  with  sufficient  securities,  in  the 
said  Orphans'  Court,  that  if  any  debt 
or  debts  truly  owing  by  the  intestate 
shall  be  afterwards  sued  for  and  re- 
covered, or  otherwise  duly  made  to 
appear,  that  then,  and  in  every  such 
case,  he  or  she  shall  respectively  re- 
fund and  pay  back  to  the  adtninislrator 
his  or  her  rateable  part  of  that  debt  or 
debts,  and  of  the  cost  of  suit  and 
charges  of  the  administrator,  by  rea- 
son of  such  debts,  out  of  the  part  and 
share  so  as  aforesaid  allotted  to  him  or 
her,  thereby  to  enable  the  said  admi- 
nistrator to  pay  and  satisfy  the  said 
debt  or  debts,  so  discovered,  after  the 
distribution  made  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  Provided  alivays,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  in  all  cases,  where  the 
Register-General  hath  used  heretofore 
to  grant  administration,  with  a  testa- 
ment annexed,  he  shall  continue  so  to 
do ;  and  the  will  of  the  deceased,  in 
such  testament  expressed,  shall  he  per- 
formed and  observed  in  such  manner  as 
it  should  have  been  if  this  act  had  ne- 
ver been  made. 

y.  Provided  also.  That   all  such   of 


the  intestate's  relations,  and  persons 
concerned,  who  shall  not  lay  legal 
claim  to  their  respective  shares,  witliin 
seven  years  after  the  ilecease  of  the 
intestate,  shall  be  debarred  from  th© 
same  for  ever. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  die  intes- 
tate, being  owners  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments within  this  province  at  ti)c  time 
of  their  death,  and  leave  lawful  issue 
10  survive  tjicm,  but  not  a  sufficient 
personal  estate  to  pay  their  just  debts 
and  maintain  their  ciiildren,  in  such 
case,  it  shall  be  lavvTid  for  the  adminis- 
trator or  administrators  of  such  deceas- 
ed to  sell  and  convey  such  part  or  parts 
of  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  for 
defraying  their  just  debts,  maintenance 
of  their  children,  and  ibr  putting  them 
apprentices,  and  teaching  them  to  read 
and  M'rite,  and  for  improvement  of  the 
residue  of  the  estate,  if  any  be,  to 
their  advantage,  as  the  Orphans'  Court 
of  the  county  where  such  estate  lies 
shall  think  fit  to  allow,  order  and  di- 
rect from  time  to  time. 

VII.  Providet!  alvjtiys,  That  no  lands 
or  tenements,  contained  in  any  marriage 
settlement,  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
be  sold  or  dis^posed  of,  contrary  to  the 
form  and  eifect  of  such  settlement ;  nor 
shall  any  Orphans'  Court  allow  or  order 
any  intestate's  lands  or  tenements  to  be 
sold  before  the  administratcr,  request- 
ing the  same,  doth  exliibit  one  or  more 
true  and  perfect  inventories  and  con- 
scionahle  appraisement  of  all  the  intes- 
tate's personal  estate  whatsoever,  as 
also  a  just  and  true  account,  upon  his 
or  her  solemn  affirmation,  of  all  the  in- 
testate's debts  which  shall  be  then  come 
to  his  or  her  knowledge  ;  and  if  there- 
upon it  sh.all  appear  to  the  court,  tliat 
the  intestate's  personal  estate  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  p.ay  the  debts  .and  main- 
tain the  children,  until  the  eldest  of 
them  attains  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  or  to  put  them  out  to  be  appren- 
tices, and  teach  them  to  re.ad  and  write, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  and  not 
otherwise,  the  court  shall  allow  such 
administrator  to  m.ake  public  sale  of 
so  much  of  the  said  lands,  as  the  court, 
upon  the  best  computation  they  can 
make  of  the  value  thereof,  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
reserving  the  mansion-house  and  most 
profitable  part  of  the  estate  till  the  last. 
But  before  any  such  sale  be  made,  the 
coiu-t  shall  order  so  many  writings  to 
be  made  by  the  clerk,  upon  parchment 
or  good  paper,  as  the  court  shall  think; 
fit,  to  signify  and  give  notice  of  such 
sales,  and  of  the  day  and  hour  when, 
and  the  place  where  the  same  will  be. 
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1794.      and   what  lands  are   to  be   sold,  and 
\_  1    wliere  tliey  lie  ;  which  notice  shall  be 

delivered  to  the  Sheriff  or  Constables, 
in  Older  to  be  fixed  in  the  most  public 
places  of  the  county  or  city,  at  least  ten 
days  before  sale ;  and  the  Sheriffs  or 
Constables  are  hereby  required  to  make 
publication  accordingly,  and  the  ad- 
ministrator that  makes  such  sale  shall 
bring'  his  or  her  proceedings  tiierein  to 
the  next  Orphans'  Court,  after  the  sale 
made.  And  if  it  shall  happen  that  any 
lands  be  sold,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for 
more  liian  the  Court's  compulation  of 
the  value  thereof,  then  the  administra- 
tor  shall  be  accountable  for  the  same, 
as  by  this  act  is  required  for  intestates 
personal  estates. 

VI J  I.  And  be  it  further  enactfd,  ThaX. 
the  surplusage  or  remaining  part  of  the 
intestate's  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, not  sold,  or  ordered  to  be 
sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  not  other- 
vise  limited  by  marriage  settlement, 
shall  be  divided  between  the  intestate's 
widow  and  children,  or  the  survivors 
of  them,  who  shall  equally  inherit  and 
Jnake  partition,  as  tenants  in  common 
may  or  can  do.  But  if  tlie  intestate 
leaves  a  widow  and  no  child,  then  such 
widow  or  relict  shall  inherit  one  moi- 
ety or  half  part  of  the  said  lands  and 
tenements,  and  the  other  moiety  shall 
descend  and  come  to  the  intestate's 
next  heir,  according  to  the  course  of 
the  common  law.  But  if  the  intestate 
leaves  no  widow  nor  child  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  or  if  the  children  all 
die  in  their  minority,  without  issue,  then 
the  said  lands  and  tenements  shall  de- 
scend and  come  to  the  intestate's  heir 
at  law,  according  to  the  course  afore- 
said. But  if  any  of  the  intestate's  chil- 
dren, dying  before  the  intestate,  shall 
leave  lawful  issue,  such  issue  shall 
,  equally  inherit  the  intestate's  lands  and 

tenements,  with  their  uncles  or  aunts, 
and  make  partition  as  aforesaid. 

IX.  Provided  akvaysy  That  no  widow 
or  child  of  any  intestate,  having  so 
much  land  by  settlement  from  the  said 
intestate,  as,  by  the  said  Court's  com- 
putation of  the  value  thereof,  shall  be 
eqvial  to  the  share  or  purpart  of  the  in- 
testate's lands,  vyhicli  by  this  act  are 
to  be  allotted  to  any  of  the  other  chil- 
dren in  manner  aforesaid,  then  sucli 
widow  or  child,  so  provided  for,  shall 
have  no  share  of  the  said  surplusage  of 
the  intestate's  otiier  lands.  But  if  the 
value  of  the  land,  so  settled  by  the  in- 
testate, shall  not,  by  the  computation 
aforesaid,  amount  to  an  equal  share, 
then  the  saiil  court  shall  allot  to  the 
party  so  much  of  the  said  other  lands, 
as  shall  make  tlie   shares  or  estate   of 


the  widow  and  all  the  said  children 
equal,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  the 
eldest  son  having  a  double  share  as 
aforesaid. 

X.  Provided  also.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  give  any  widow  a 
right  or  claim  to  any  part  of  such  lands 
or  tenements,  for  her  dower  or  thirds, 
as  shall  yield  yearly  rents,  or  profits, 
whereof  her  husband  died  seized,  for 
any  longer  time  than  the  term  of  her 
natural  life ;  which  dower  she  shall 
hold  as  tenants  in  dower  do  in  England. 
And  the  said  profitable  lands  or  tene- 
ments,and  the  unimproved  or  rough  land 
next  adjacent  thereto,  shall  not  be  sold, 
but  for  payment  of  the  intestate's  debts. 

XI.  Provided  also.  That  no  partition 
of  the  lands  or  tenements  whicii  are  to 
be  divided  by  this  act,  shall  be  made  by 
or  for  the  relict  or  younger  children  of 
the  intestate,  if  the  heir  at  law  will, 
within  the  sjjace  of  twelve  month*,  pay 
so  much  monei',  or  other  effects,  to  the 
person  or  persons  demanding  such  par- 
tition, as  their  respective  shares  or  pur- 
parts shall  amount  unto,  by  the  valu- 
ation of  four  or  more  persons  indiffer- 
ently chosen  by  both  parties,  or  by  an 
inquest  appointed  by  the  Orphans' 
Court  to  value  the  same,  where  the 
parties  cannot  otherwise  agree.  And 
the  person  or  persons,  whether  minors 
or  others,  to  whom,  or  for  wliose  use, 
payment  or  satisfaction  shall  be  made 
for  their  respective  purparts  by  the  heir 
at  law,  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  for 
ever  debarred  of  all  the  right,  title  and 
demand,  which  he  or  they  can  or  may 
have,  of,  in  or  to  such  share  or  pur- 
parts, by  virtue  of  this  act;  but  the 
same  shall  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the 
heir  at  law,  as  freel}'  and  fully  as  the  in- 
testate held  the  same. 

XII.  And  in  case  such  intestate  shall 
have  no  known  kindred,  then  all  his 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments, 
shall  esclieat  or  go  to  the  immediate 
landlord  of  whom  such  lands  are  held, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  ;  and  if  imm-"^!- 
ately  held  of  the  proprietary,  then  to 
tiio  proprietary,  his  heirs  and  assigns  ; 
and  all  the  goods,  chattels  and  person- 
al estate  whatsoever,  of  such  person 
dying  intest.ite,  and  without  kindred  as 
aforesaid,  shall  go  to  the  proprietary 
and  governor,  his  executors  or  adminis- 
strators.  But  if  any  of  the  said  intet- 
tate's  relations  shall  appear,  and  make 
their  claims  to  such  intestate's  personal 
estates  within  seven  years  after  the  de- 
cease of  t  lie  intestate,  they  shall  be  re- 
stored thereunto. 

XIII.  And  if  the  lawful  heir  to  .iny 
such  lands  or  tenements  shall  at  any 
time,  within  twenty-one  years  after  the 
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intestate's  decease,  appear,  he  may  tra- 
verse the  inquisition  or  office  found  for 
the  land  so  escheated,  and  recover  the 
same,  paying  the  lord  or  person  in  pos- 
session, for  the  improvements  made 
tiiereupon,  according  to  the  valuation 
of  twelve  men. 


A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  better  settling  i/itatatet  estates, 
and  for  repealing  one  other  act  of  Gene' 
ral  Assembly  of  this  province,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  amendin^^  the  laws  relating 
to  the  partition  and  distribution  of  intes- 
tates estates." 

Whereas  an  act  of  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  province  was  passed  in  the 
fourth  year  of  Qjaeen  Anne,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  better  settling  intes- 
tates estates,  which,  by  one  other  act, 
passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his 
late  majesty  King  George  the  second, 
was  in  some  parts  tliereof  altered,  ex- 
plained and  amended  ;  and  forasmuch 
as  some  further  explanations  and  amend- 
ments are  found  necessary ;  therefore, 
and  in  order  to  reduce  the  laws  relating 
to  intestates  estates  into  as  few  acts  as 
may  be,  and  repealing  such  as  shall 
thereby  become  of  no  furtlier  service, 
Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-eight,  if  after 
the  death  of  any  father  and  mother  any 
of  tlieir  children  hath  died,  or,  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
die  intestate,  in  their  minority,  unmar- 
ried, and  without  issue,  but  not  other- 
wise, the  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments and  estates,  real  and  personal, 
of  every  such  intestate,  shall  be  equal- 
ly divided  amongst  the  surviving-  chil- 
dren, and  the  representatives  of  any 
child  or  children  tlien  dead,  those  re- 
presentatives taking  only  such  part  or 
share,  as  should  have  passed  to  the 
child  or  children  they  represent  respec- 
tively in  severalty  forever.  But  if  any 
child,  either  of  age  or  in  his  or  her  mi- 
nority, having  or  being  entitled  to  any 
personal  estate  under  such  father,  shall, 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  die  intes- 
tate, unmarried,  and  without  issue, 
during  the  life  of  his  or  her  mother,  all 
such  personal  estate  shiill  be  equally  di- 
vided between  such  mother  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  liis  or  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  their  legal  representatives, 
in  case  any  such  brother  or  sister  be 
then  dead,  they  the  said  representatives 
only  taking  the  share  that  should  have 
passed  to  his,  her  or  their  parents,  had 
he  or  she  been  living. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
shares   and  purparts  of  intestates  real 


estates,  which   by  the  act  for  settling 
intestates  estates  aforesaid  are  given  to    ( 
widows,  shall  be  construed  and  under- 
stood to  be  estates  for  their  natural  lives 
respectively,   and  not  otherwise. 

III.  And  to  prevent  any  doubts  which 
may  hereafter  arise,  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  the  partition  of  intes- 
tates estates  may  be  made.  Be  it  enact- 
ed. That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  Justices  of  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands 
and  tenements  of  intestates  shall  be, 
upon  a  petition  to  them  presented  by  the 
widow  or  relict,  or  by  any  child  or  chil- 
dren of  sach  intestate,  if  of  age,  or  by  his 
or  her,  of  by  tlieir  guardian  or  guar- 
dians, or  next  friends,  if  under  age,  to 
appoint  four  or  more  persons,  indilf'e- 
rently  chosen  on  behalf  and  with  con- 
sent of  the  parties,  or,  where  the  par- 
ties cannot  agree,  to  award  an  inquest, 
to  make  partition  according  to  the  pur- 
port and  true  meaning  of  the  act  for 
settling  intestates  estates  herein  before 
mentioned ;  but  so,  nevertheless,  that 
due  regard  be  had  to  the  amendments 
m.ade  by  this  act ;  and  upon  the  return 
to  them  made  by  the  persons  so  to  be 
appointed,  or  of  the  inquisition  so  to  be* 
taken,  to  give  judgment,  that  the  par- 
tition tliereby  made  do  remain  firm  and 
stable  for  ever,  and  that  the  cost  aris- 
ing on  such  suit  or  suits  be  paid  by  all 
the  parties  concerned. 

IV.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  where 
any  estate  in  lands,  tenements  and  he- 
reditaments, cannot  be  divided  amongst 
the  children,  or  widow  and  children  of 
the  intestate,  without  prejudice  to  or 
spoiling  of  the  whole,  the  same  being 
so  represented  and  made  appear  to  the 
Orphans'  Court  of  the  county  wliere 
the  same  lands  or  tenements  shall  be, 
then  the  said  court  may,  but  not  other- 
wise, order  the  whole  to  the  eldest  son, 
if  he  shall  accept  it,  or  any  of  the  other 
sons  successively,  upon  the  eldest  son's 
refusal ;  or  if  there  be  no  son,  or  all 
the  sons  refuse,  then  to  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  said  intesta:e,  and  on 
her  refusal,  to  any  otlier  of  the  said 
daughters  successively  ;  he  or  they,  or 
some  friend  for  him,  her  or  them,  pay- 
ing to  the  other  children  of  the  intes- 
tate their  equal  and  proportionable  parts 
of  the  true  value  of  such  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  as  upon  a  just 
ajjpraisenient  thereof,  pursuant  to  the 
act  for  settling  intestates  estates  afore- 
said, is  directed,  or  giving  good  secu- 
rity for  the  payment  thereof  in  some 
reasonable  time,  as  the  said  Orphans' 
Court  shall  limit  and  appoint;  and  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  vvhose 
use,  payment  or  satisfaction  shall  be  so 
made  for  their  respective  parts  or  shares 
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1 794.      bf  the  deceased's  lands,  in  manner  afoie- 
i,_,r,   -,_}     said,  sliall  be  forever  barred  of  all  right, 
'  title  or  demand,  of,  in,  to  or  out  of,  tlie 

intestate's  lands  and  tenements  afore- 
said. But  where  the  wife  is  living-,  and 
the  whole  premises  shall  be  adjudged 
and  ordered  to  the  heir  at  law,  or  any 
other  of  tlie  children,  the  wife  of  tlie 
person  so  deceased  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  the  sum  at  which  the  purpart  or 
share  of  her  estate,  so  as  aforesaid  or- 
dered to  her  heir  at  law,  or  any  of  the 
children,  shall  be  valued,  but  the  same, 
together  with  the  interest  thereof,  shall 
be  and  remain  charged  upon  the  pre- 
mises, and  the  interest  thereof  shall  be 
regularly  and  annually  paid  by  the  heir 
at  law,  or  such  other  child  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  adjudged,  hlsor  her  heirs 
or  assigns  holding  the  said  lands,  to  be 
recovered  by  such  mother,  by  distress 
or  otherwise,  as  rents  in  this  province 
are  usually  recovered,  to  his  or  her  said 
mother,  during  her  natural  life  ;  which 
the  said  mother  shall  accept  and  receive, 
in  lieu  and  full  satisfaction  for  her  dower 
at  common  law  .-  And  at  the  decease  of 
the  said  mother  the  said  principal  sum, 
so  as  aforesaid  valued  and  adjudged, 
^  shall  be  paid  by  tlie  said  heir  at  law,  or 

other  child  aforesaid,  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  adjudged,  his  or  her 
heirs  or  assigns  holding  the  premises, 
and  shall  be  distributed  avid  divided  by 
the  said  court  to  and  among  the  said 
children  of  her  husband,  and  their  re- 
presentatives, according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  act  of  Assembly  herein  he- 
fore  mentiouL'd,  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Qjiecn  Anne,  allottingtwo  shares 
to  the  eldest  son,  or  to  his  representa- 
tive or  representatives. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
where  any  person,  from  and  alter  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-eight,  hath 
made,  or  hereafter  sliall  make,  his  or 
I  her  last  will  and  testumcnt,  and  after- 

wards hath  married  or  had,  or  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  shall  marry  or  have, 
a  child  or  children  not  provided  for  in 
any  such  will,  and  die,  although  such 
children  be  born  after  the  death  of  tiieir 
lather,  every  such  person,  so  far  as  shall 
regard  the  child  or  children  after  born, 
shall  be  deemed  and  construed  to  die 
intestate,  and  such  child  or  children 
shall  be  entitled  to  like  purparts,  sliarcj 
and  dividends  of  the  estate,  real  and 
personal,  of  the  deceased,  as  if  he  or 
she  had  actually  died  without  any  will : 
And  in  such  cases  the  Justices  of  the 
respective  Orphans'  Courts,  so  far  as 
regards  the  wife  after  married,  or  child 
or  children  after  born,  shall  have  the 
same  power  and  authority  to  make  par- 
titions, or  where   partitions  cannot  be 


made,  without  prejudice  to  or  spoiling' 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  estate  de- 
vised to  any  child  or  children  aforesaid, 
in  that  case  to  value,  adjudge  and  or- 
der the  premises  to  the  devisee  or  de- 
visees of  such  part  of  the  estate  as  can- 
not be  divided  as  aforesaid,  and  on  the 
refusal  of  such  devisee  or  devisees,  to 
the  children  successively,  as  they  may 
or  can  do  where  a  person  dies  wholly 
intestate;  and  the  devisee  or  devisees,  or 
the  child  or  children  to  whom  the  pre- 
mises shall  be  adjudged,  shall  pay  the 
money,  or  give  sufficient  security  for 
the  same,  as  is  herein  directed  where 
the  person   dies  intestate  as  aforesaid. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Assembly  herein  be- 
fore recited,  entitled  "  An  act  for  bet- 
ter settling  intestates  estates,"  as  is 
herein  and  hereby  altered,  or  is  repugn 
nant  to  the  provisions  made  by  this  act, 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed,  made 
null  and  void,  any  thing  in  the  said  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 
withstanding.   . 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  act  herein  before  mentioned,  pas- 
sed in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the 
late  king  George  the  second,  entitled 
"An  act  for  amending  the  laws  relating 
to  the  partition  and  distribution  of  in- 
testates estates,"  and  every  part  there- 
of, shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  repealed,  and  made  null  afid  void, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

VIII.  Provided  ne^cejrthcless.  That  no- 
thing in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
deemed,  construed  or  taken  to  bar,  de- 
feat or  destroy  any  right,  title  or  in- 
terest, heretofore  arisen  or  accrued  to 
any  person  or  persons,  of,  in,  or  to  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  or  to  alter  or 
make  void  any  settlements  or  partitions 
of  intestates  estates,  made  in  virtue  of 
the  act  herein  lust  before  recited,  and 
hereby  repealed. 

See  vol.  1,  page  81,  (chap.  197,)  and 
the  notes  thereto  subjoined,  and  the 
act  for  the  probate  of  wills,  ib.  page 
33,  (chap.  133,)  and  the  notes  thereto 
subjoined. 

The  following  cases  have  occurred 
under  the  former  intestate  laws. 
Anonymous,  1774:. 

yohn  Fisher  having  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  made  his  will,  and  devised 
his  plantation  to  his  son  Matthias  in  fee. 
Matthias  died  intestate,  in  his  minori- 
ty, without  issue. 

^lestzon ;  Whether  his  heirs  at  com- 
mon law  sl)all  take,  or  it  shall  divide 
among  his.other  brother  and  sisters,  un- 
der the  supplemental  intestate  law, 
(23d  March,  1764.) 

On  a  trial  in  ejectment  for  the  plan- 
tation, it  was  agreed  by  counsel,  that 
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the  opinion  of  the  court  should  be  con- 
clusive to  the  jury. 

Mr.  Justice  Willing,  and  Justice  Law- 
rence, were  of  opinion,  and  so  deliver- 
ed it  to  the  jury,  that  tiie  estate  should 
be  divided;  and  the  plaintifisuilered  a 
nonsuit.     1  Dallas'  Hep.  20. 

The  same  point  was  solemnly  decid- 
ed in  Kerlins  lessee  v.  Bull,  1  Dallas' 
Rep.  175. 

Walton  V.  Willis,  1  Dallas'  Hep.  265. 
Where  an  heir  at  law  took  an  intes- 
tate's lands  at  a  valuation,  it  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
throughout  the  state,  only  to  require 
him  to  give  bonds  to  tl\ose  who  were 
entitled,  under  the  act  of  Assembl},  to 
a  distributive  share  of  liis  estate. 

The  Chief  yustice  said,  in  the  cotu'se 
of  the  argument  in  this  cause,  that  the 
practice  above  mentioned,  was  illegal 
and  improper;  for  the  Orphans'  Courts 
ought,  instead  o\' bonds,  wliich  are  amere 
personal  security,  to  take  recognizances, 
by  which  the  lands  would  be  bound  for 
the  payment  of  the  distributive  shares. 
He  added,  that  the  court  would  not  en- 
ter into  a  retrospect  upon  this  subject; 
but  th-t,  for  the  future,  they  would  ex- 
pect a  conformity  to  the  opinion  now 
given. 

And  afterwards,  in  the  same  case, 
ib.  page  351,  being  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  from  tlie  Orphans'  Court 
of  Philadelphia  counts',  M'-Kean.,  C.  J. 
Stated  the  case,  and  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  in  the  following 
manner. 

Elizabeth  Willis  being  seized  of  the 
premises,  died  intestate,  leaving  is- 
sue a  daughter,  named  Elizabeth,  who 
liad  intermarried  with  Samuel  Walton 
the  appellant,  and  by  \\\m  had  issue 
two  sons,  Joseph  and  Boaz ;  and  four 
grand-children,  to  wit,  Thovias  tlie  re- 
spondent, Solomon,  Musgrove  and  Me- 
becca,  being  tlie  children  of  her  son 
Solomon  Jf^i/Z/f,  deceased,  who  had  died 
before  her,  intestate.  The  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Walton,  died  after  her  mother 
and  her  husband,  the  appellant,  and 
their  two  children,  before  named,  sur- 
vived her.  Thomas  Willis,  the  respon- 
dent, applied  by  petition  to  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia-, 
held  on  the  1st  of  April,  1782,  for  a 
partition  of  the  premises,  or,  if  they 
could  not  be  divided  without  prejudice 
to,  or  spoiling  the  whole  estate,  that  a 
valuation  thereof  might  be  made  agree- 
ably to  the  directions  of  the  acts  of  As- 
sembly in  such  case  made  and  provid- 
ed. An  inquest  was  accordingly  had, 
and  a  return  made,  that  tiie  premises 
could  not  be  divided  without  prejudice 
to,  or  spoiling  the  whole,  and  valuing 
the  same  at  £.  358.     This  return  was 
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confirmed  by  the  court  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1782,  and  the  premises  were  ad-  i 
judged  to,  and  accepted  by  'Thomas 
Willis,  the  respondent,  at  the  above 
valuation ;  antl  for  securing  the  pay- 
ment of  that  sum  in  due  proportions  to 
the  other  grand  children,  he  ofi'ered  to 
the  court  two  sureties,  who  were  ap- 
proved of,  and  dii'ected  to  give  bonds 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
unto  the  other  g-rand-children,  for  their 
respective  shares  ;  but  no  such  bonds  or 
security  have  yet  been  given. 

On  these  proceeding's  an  appeal  is 
brought  before  this  court ;  and,  upon 
the  argument,  the  counsel  have  done 
great  justice  to  their  respective  clients. 
It  was  our  wish,  however,  that  the 
opinions  and  practice  of  the  several 
Orphans'  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
been  ascertained  in  cases  of  this  de- 
scription ;  and  that  we  might  be  in- 
formed, whether  any  case  upon  similar 
principles,  had  been  ever  determined 
in  tlie  Suprone  Court ;  for  we  should  be 
exceedingly  cautious  in  pronouncing  a 
judgment  that  might  shake  estates  held 
in  this  way.  As  we  have  not  yet  ob- 
tained full  satisfaction  on  this  head,  we 
would  still  wish  to  defer  giving  our 
opinion;  but  that  we  think  it  proper, 
from  the  length  of  time  the  cause  has 
been  under  advisement  to  proceed  upon 
the  lights  we  have  received. 

On  the  part  of  the  appellant  six  ex- 
ceptions have  been  taken  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Orpharis'  Court. 

1.  That  it  is  no  where  mentioned  who 
are  the  representatives  of  Elizabeth 
Willis,  the  intestate;  nor  into  how  many 
parts  the  estate  should  be  divided  ;  but 
the  whole  is  left  to  the  sheriff. 

2-  That  the  court  had  adjudged  the 
estate  to  &  grandson  ;  whereas  they  had 
no  authority  to  go  beyond  the  first  de- 
gree in  the  descending  line. 

3.  That  even  if  the  acts  of  Assem- 
bly did  empower  the  court  to  go  farther, 
to  wit,  to  the  grand-childx-en,  yet  that 
tiie  adjudication  ought  to  have  been  to 
all  the  children  of  the  eldest  son,  and 
not  to  his  eldest  son  exclusively. 

4.  That  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
appellant,  Samuel  Walton,  who  is  ten- 
ant by  the  curtesy  of  his  wife's  share, 
to  wit,  of  a  third  iiart,  in  three  parts 
to  be  divided. 

5.  That  the  judgment  is  uncertain 
with  respect  to  the  valuation  money; 
inasmuch  as  the  amount  of  each  share 
is  not  particularized,  nor  the  time  of 
payment  limited. 

6.  TIku  the  partition  ought  to  be 
made  by  one  inquest,  if  practicable ; 
but  if  not  practicable,  and  so  returned, 
the  valuation  ought  to  have  been  made 
by  another  inquest ;  and  that  on   the 

X 


1794. 


162 


1794.      whole,  no  estate  can  be  vested  in  Tho- 
1  i    mas  Willis,   by   his   acceptance  at  the 

'  valuation,    as  no  security  has  yet  been 

given  for  the  money. 

The  weight  of  these  exceptions  de- 
pends on  the  due  construction  of  the 
act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  better  settling  of  intestates  es- 
tates," the  supplement  to  that  act,  and 
the  practice  under  both  of  them. 

1.  With  respect  to  the  first  excep- 
tion ;  we  think  it  would  be  well  for  the 
party  praj  ing  for  a  partition  of  an  in- 
testate's real  estate,  to  be  particular  in 
the  names  of  the  persons  entitled  to 
shares,  and  of  the  purparty  of  each  ; 
and  in  this  respect  to  pursue  the  form 
of  a  declaration  in  partition,  and  of  the 
return  of  a  writ  de  partiiione  facienda. 
But  to  reverse  an  inquest  for  this 
omission,  would  certainly  affect  many 
estates,  as  these  proceedings  in  the 
Orphans'  Courts,  are  frequently  drawn 
by  persons  not  much  skilled  in  strict 
forms  ;  and  in  the  present  case,  as  the 
return  of  the  sheriff  has  been,  that  the 
estate  could  not  be  divided  without  pre- 
judice to,  or  spoiling  the  whole,  no 
wrong  or  damage  seems  to  have  been 
done  to  any  one  For  these  reasons  we 
must  overrule  this  objection. 

2.  The  second  exception  introduces  a 
question,  whether  ^grandson,  that  is,  the 
eldest  son  of  theeldest  son  of  the  intes- 
tate, is  entitled  to  an  estate,  which  cannot 
be  divided,  at  the  valuation,  in  the  same 
manner  ?i%  his  father  ?  And  this  must 
be  decided  by  the  words,  purview,  and 
intent  of  the  legislature,  in  the  two 
acts  of  Assembly  which  have  already 
been  cited.  The  viain  intent  of  these 
acts,  appears  to  have  been,  that  real 
estates  should  be  divided  among  the 
children,  or  representatives  in  the  de- 
•scending  line  of  an  intestate  ;  and  not 
descend  to  the  heir  at  common  law. 
But  a  secondary,  and  the  next  intent, 
seems  to  have  been,  to  prevent  estates 
from  being  split  and  frittered  into  many 
parts,  to  their  manifest  prejudice;  and 
accordingly,  it  is  provided,  that  where 
that  would  happen,  the  eldest  son,  or 
heir  at  law,  sliould  have  his  election  of 
taking  the  land  at  a  valuation,  to  be 
made  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
acts. 

The  reason  of  a  law  will  have  a 
great  influence  in  determining  its  extent, 
and  on  the  present  occasion,  the  reason 
alluded  to,  is  much  stronger  in  the  case 
of  a  grandson,  tlian  of  a  son ;  for  in 
this  case,  the  distributive  shares  will 
probably  be  most  numerous,  and,  con- 
sequently, most  injurious  to  the  land 
by  a  partition  or  division.  The  words 
*'  heir  at  law,"  in  both  acts,  are,  in 


strict  grammatical  construction,  an  ex- 
pression, or  substitute  for  eldest  son  ; 
but  the  reason  of  the  law,  and  the 
visage  ever  since  the  passing  those  acts 
of  Assembly,  (as  we  have  been  inform- 
ed) will  warrant  a  more  extensive  and 
beneficial  interpretation  of  them.  We 
think,  therefore,  that  this  objection 
likewise  fails,   as  well  as 

3.  The  third  objection,  which  we 
overrule  ;  Thomas  being  alone  the  heir 
at  common  law. 

4.  But  {he  fourth  exception  appears 
to  the  court  to  be  fatal.     There  ought 
to    have    been    a  provision    made    for 
Samuel   Walton,   wh6  had  an  estate  for 
life  by  the  curtesy,  and   yet  he  is  not 
even  named  in  the  sentence,  or  decree  of 
the  court  below.     When  a  writ  de  fiar- 
titionefacienda  is  issued,   the  sheriff  is 
obliged  to  summon  all  the  parties  to  at- 
tend ;  and  if  they  do  attend,  he  must 
make  partition  in  their  presence.     The 
same  thing  is  not,  indeed,  expressly  re- 
quired in  the  partition,    or  valuation  to 
be  made  under  the  acts  of  Assembly  ; 
yet  natural  justice,   and   the  constant 
rules  of  all  courts  require,   that  every 
person,  who  is  interested  in  the  pro- 
ceedings,    should    be    suvimoned   and 
heard,  3  Mod.  378.     It  may  not,   per- 
haps, be  the  practice,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary in  this  case,  that   it  should  be  set 
out  in  the  return  by  tlie  inquest,  though 
we  would  wish  that  to  be  done,  but  it  is 
essential  to  justice  thatall  pai-ties  should 
in  fact  have  notice.  On  the  proceedings 
before  the  Orphans'  Court,  the  appellant 
has  not  been  made  even  a  party  in  the 
decree  ;  and  the  presumption,  of  course, 
is,  that   he  was  neither  iKmijioJieii,  nor 
present.     If  he   had   been  present,   he 
might  possibly  have  urged  such  argu- 
ments, as  would  have  induced   the  in- 
quest to  have  put  a  higher  estimate,  or 
value,  upon   the  premises,  and  an  op- 
portunity ought  to  have  been  given  to 
him  for  that  purpose. 

5.  As  to  the  fifth  exception  ;  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  certain- 
ty in  the  sentence  of  the  court :  inas- 
much as  the  purparts  of  the  valuation 
money  are  not  specified,  nor  the  time 
of  payment  fixed.  But  this  court  might 
reduce  both  these  points  to  certaint)', 
were  there  no  other  exceptions;  and 
in  that  case,  the  whole  costs  of  the 
appeal  would  fall  upon  the  respondent. 

6.  On  the  sixth  exception,  we  must 
observe,  that  the  practice  in  the  Or- 
phans' Courts  has  been  to  direct  the 
same  inquest,  which  is  appointed  to 
make  partition  of  real  estate,  if  that 
cannot  be  done  without  prejudicing  the 
whole,  then  to  make  the  valuation. 
This  court,  therefore,  ^^-ill  not  now  un- 
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dertake  to  alter  this  long  established 
practice,  though  it  is  liable  to  some  ex- 
ceptions. But  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  fee  in  the  premises  cannot  yet  be 
vested  in  Thomas  Willis,  as  he  neither 
paid,  nor  secured  tlie  payment  of  the 
valuation  money  to  tliose  who  are  enti- 
tled to  receive  it. 

Upon  the  whole  let  the  sentence,  and 
"decree  of  the   Orphans*   Court,  be  re- 
versed. 

Upon  the  death  of  a  man,  intestate, 
his  lands  are  bound  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts  in  such  a  manner,  that  they 
may  be  taken  in  execution  and  sold, 
notwithstanding  tlie  heir  may  have  pre- 
viously sold  ajid  conveyed  the  same  to 
bona  fide  purchasers  ;  and  in  sucli  case, 
the  purchaser  from  one  heir  is  bound  to 
contribute  in  aid  of  the  other  heirs, 
whose  lands  remain  unsold.  Graff  v. 
SviiMs  administrators,  1  Dallas,  481. 
But  on  this  subject,  see  tlie  notes  to 
chap.  48,  vol.  1,  page  8,  and  sect.  21,  of 
the  act  in  the  text  with  respect  to  pur- 
chasers under  an  order  of  the  Oiphans' 
Court. 

And  see  the  construction  of  the  21st 
section  of  the  act  in  the  text,  in  Aluii- 
ercs'  lessee  v.  Noe,  4  Dallas'  Rep.  450. 
In  which  it  is  held,  that  a  purcliuser  of 
intestates'  lands  under  an  order  of  Or- 
phans' Court,  is  protected  from  the  lien 
of  judgvients,  as  well  as  other  debts  of 
intestate  ;    but  not  from  mortgages. 

The  act  of  170,),  only  regulated  the 
descent  of  lands  among  the  children, 
where  the  father  was  seized  thereof, 
and  miight  dispose  of  them  by  deed  or 
ivill. 

This  principle  was  held  in  the  cases 
of  the  Lessees  of  Souder  and  ivife,  and 
Shultz  and  wife,  v.  Morningstar,  at  Tork, 
Nisi  Prius,  October,  1793,  before 
M'Kean,  C.  J.  and  Yeates  J.  C^^^S.  Re- 
ports. J 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1745,  John 
George  Countz  co\ivejed,  by  deed,  the 
premises  in  the  declaraiion  mentioned, 
containmg  150  acres,  "  to  Philip  Morn- 
ingstar, (taiher  of  defendant,  and  wives 
of  the  plaintiff's  lessors,)  and  his  lieirs 
begotten  on  his  present  wife  Eve  Morn- 
ingstar, forever,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  to  the  said  P.  and  his  heirs 
born  of  his  present  wife  Eve  forever, 
with  covenant  of   warranty." 

The  question  submitted  to  the  court 
for  their  decision,  was,  whether  the 
lands  intailed  by  this  deed,  descend 
agreeably  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  perfortnam  doni,  or  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed according  to  the  acts  of  As- 
sembly regulating  the  estates  of  intes- 
tates. 

For  the  plaintiffs,  it  was  contended, 
that   wherever   the  ancestor  takes  an 


estate  of  freehold,  and  an  estate  is  li- 
mited either  mediately  or  immediately 
to  his  heirs,  they  are  to  be  deemed 
words  of  limitation  and  not  of  purchase. 
Shalley's  case,  1  Rep.  104  a.  This  rule  is 
unshaken.  Where  the  heir  takes  in 
the  character  of  heir,  he  must  take  in 
the  ^tality  of  heir,  yones  v.  Morgan, 
1  Bro.  Chan.  ca.  216,  all  heirs  taking  as 
heirs,  must  take  by  descent,  ib.  219. 
In  England  the  leading  custom  is,  that 
the  eldest  son  shall  inherit  lands  :  But 
it  is  otherwise  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
all  the  children  by  the  act  of  1705,  are 
put  upon  an  equal  footing,  except  that 
the  eldest  son  takes  a  double  share. 
The  intestate  act  of  1705,  is  a  general 
law  of  descents  and  distribution.  1 
Dallas'  Rep.  482,  one  co  heir  shall  have 
contribution  against  another  co-heir, 
under  our  laws  of  descent,  ib.  484-5. 
Our  constitution  and  laws  favour  equali- 
ty among  the  heirs  and  distribution  of 
estates,  ib.  178.  The  children  of  an 
intestate  take  by  descent  analogous  to 
the  heirs  of  gavel-kind  lands.  Where 
lands  of  the  nature  of  gavel-iind  are 
given  to  B.  and  his  heirs,  he  having  is- 
sue divers  sons,  all  his  sons  after  his 
decease  shall  inherit  Co.  Lit.  10,  a. 
One  seized  of  lands  in  gavel-kind,  gives 
or  devises  the  same  to  a  man  and  his 
eldest  heirs,  he  cannot  hereby  alter  the 
customary  inheritance,  and  the  law  re- 
jecteth  the  adjective  "  eldest,"  ib,  27, 
a-b,  all  the  heirs  shall  inherit  an  estate 
tail  in  gavel-kind  lands.  Weeks  v.  Carvel, 
Noy.  1'J6.  Upon  recovery  of  lands  in 
borough  English,  writ  of  error  de- 
scends according  to  the  lands,  1  Leon. 
261.  He  who  is  special  heir  by  the 
custom,  as  of  Borough  English  land, 
shall  bring  the  writ  of  error,  and  not 
the  heir  at  common  law,  4  Leon.  5.  A 
convejance  of  gavel-kind  lands  obtained 
from  persons  uninformed  of  their  rights, 
was  set  aside  though  there  was  no  ac- 
tual fraud  or  imposition,  2  Bro.  Chan. 
Ca.  151,  A.  having  three  sons,  B.  C. 
and  D.  D.  died,  leaving  a  daughter  E . 
A.  purchased  lands  in  Borough  English, 
and  died.  Adjudged  they  shall  descend 
to  E.  2  Ld.  Rayni.  1024.  Each  son  takes 
a  part  of  gavel-kind  lands,  but  the 
youngest  son  takes  the  whole  of  Borough 
English  lands,  ib.  1025,  one  seized  of 
lands  in  Borough  English  made  a  feofV- 
mcnt  to  the  use  of  himself  and  ths 
heirs  male  of  his  body  begotten,  secun- 
dum cursuin  communis  legis ,-  and  held, 
that  the  youngest  f.on  shall  have  them 
by  descent  notwithstanding.  Dyer.  179, 
b.  pi.  45.  Heirs  male  of  testator's  body 
may  be  meant  as  synonymous  to  issue 
onale-  Cowp.  314.  In  a  provision  for 
children  by  marriage  settlements,  all 
are  entitled  ;   f«r  as  there  are  no  chil- 
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J  794,  dreii  ix  e;se  before  marriage  to  wiiom  it 
1^  .    can  be  applieil,    it  must  mean  all ;   and 

^  tliere  is  no  place  to  draw  the  line  in; 

nor  any  reason  why  it  sliould  be  for  one 
more  tlian  another.  It  is  a  parencal 
provision  made  as  a  debt  of  nature,  and 
therefore  all  are  entitled.  1  Vez.  114. 
\Ve  are  credibly  informed  thai  a  deci- 
sion similar  to  what  we  contend  for,  has 
taken  place  in  Connecticut,  in  the  case 
of  Chester  v.  Chester.  And  we  further 
contend,  that  our  construction  supports 
the  real  intention  of  the  conveyance, 
'  and  the  true  spirit  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  this  commonwealth.  We 
have  nothing  fiuther  to  do  with  the 
pride  of  family  in  the  character  of  an 
elder  son. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  were 
prepared  to  proceed  in  the  arg-ument, 
when  they  were  told  by  the  court,  that 
they  would  be  saved  that  trouble. 

The  court  observed,  that  it  was  too 
late  now  to  stir  th'.s  point,  whatever 
reason  there  might  have  been  for  it  in 
the  first  instance.  The  invariable  opi- 
nion of  lawyers,  since  the  act  of  1705, 
had  been,  that  lands  intailed  descended 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  and  it  has  been  understood  gene- 
rally, that  it  has  been  so  adjudged  in 
early  times.  All  the  common  recove- 
ries which  have  been  suffered  by  the 
heirs  of  donees  in  tail,  have  been  con- 
formable to  that  principle.  As  to  ga- 
velkind lands,  it  is  observed  by  Mr. 
Hargrare,  (Co.  Lit.  10  a.  note  3,;  that 
all  tUe  sons  are  as  much  heirs  to  such 
land,  as  t!ie  eldest  son  is  heir  to  land 
descending  according  to  the  course  of 
tiie  common  law.  The  custom  of  gavel- 
kind extends  to  estates  tail,  and  that 
too,  irresistibly,  according  to  some  au- 
thorities ;  and  cites.  Dyer,  179,  b.  Ro- 
bins. Gavelk.  94 — on  this  custom,  there- 
fore alone,  depend  all  the  resolutions. 
Our  act  of  1705,  only  regulates  the  de- 
scent of  lands  amongst  the  children, 
where  the  father  is  seized  thereof,  and 
might  dispose  of  them  by  deed  or  will; 
it  leaves  other  cases  of  descent  as  they 
were  at  common  law  ;  and  hence  an 
elder  brother  succeeds  to  the  estate  of 
a  younger  brother,  who  dies  intestate, 
nnniarried,  and  of  full  age,  in  prefer- 
ence to  his  other  brothers  and  sisters. 
In  the  present  case,  the  lands  are  claim- 
ed under  the  grandfatlier, /)er/or»?ia>?i 
dcni,  thiongh  the  father.  We  are  clear- 
ly of  opinion  with  the  defendant. 

So  a  trust  estate,  in  Penitsylvaiu a, 
descends,  in  case  of  iniestacv.'to  the 
l:eir  at  common  law.  I.ejsee  of  Jen  it 
V.  Backhouse.  1  Binney,  91,  which  also 
recognizes  the  foregoing  case. 

Under  tlie  act  of  1705,  the  real  estate 
of  a  mother,  being  a  widow,  is  subject 


to  the  same  rules  of  di.strlbntion,  as  that 
of  a  father  dying  intestate,  {MSS.  Rep. 
Sup.  Court."  December,  1799,)  Eshel- 
man's  lessee  v.  Hoke. 

And  in  the  case  of  yosepk  Duncan, 
administrator  of  Dinah  Duncan,  v.  ad- 
ministrators of  Daniel  Duncan,  deceased, 
The  following  case  was  stated  for  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  at  the  circuit  court 
al  Car/isle. 

The  said  Dinah  Duncan  was  the  wi- 
dow of  the  aforesaid  Daniel,  and  died 
on  the  4th  January,  1791. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  defendants  hav- 
ing made  distribution  of  the  estate  of 
the  said  Daniel  Duncan,  among  his 
representatives,  that  distribution  shall 
stand  as  far  as  it  has  been  made ;  and 
that  the  plaintiff  sliall  only  claim  his 
share  of  his  mother,  the  said  Dinah's 
estate,  as  her  eldest  son  ;  and  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  court,  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  said  Joseph  Duncan,  as  eldest 
son  of  the  said  Dinah,  is  entitled  to  two 
shares  of  her  estate,  she  having  died 
before  the  passing  the  late  act  of  dis- 
tribution ;  and  upon  the  courts  deter- 
mination of  that  question,  referees  are 
appointed  to  settle  the  account  between 
the  parties  ;  but  the  defendants  not  to 
be  accountable  to  the  plaintiff,  further 
than  his  distributive  share  of  his  said 
mother's  estate. 

For  the  defendants  it  was  insisted, 
that  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  1705, 
only  respected  the  case  of  a  father  dy- 
ing intestate  ;  of  one  capable  of  having 
a  wife  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  enacting  clause  ;  and  that  the  pro- 
nouns hi»i  and  his  were  not  applicable 
to  a  mother  dying  intestate.  In  Ifo/t 
V.  Fre.ierick,  2,  P.  Wms.  356,  it  was  de- 
creed, that  the  act  of  distributions  was 
founded  on  the  custom  of  London,  which 
never  affected  a  widow's  personal  es- 
tate ;  and  if  a  mother,  beiog  a  widow, 
makes  advancements  to  a  child,  and 
dies  intestate,  having  other  children, 
the  child  so  advanced,  shall  not  bring 
what  he  received  from  his  mother  into 
hotchpot. 

Yeates,  J.  said,  that  he  thought  this 
point  had  been  at  rest,  since  the  deci- 
sion of  tlie  case  between  the  lessee  of 
Eshelman  v,  Hoke,  in  bank,  Dec'r,  1799, 
which  settled  the  question  as  to  the 
mother's  lands  ;  that  the  uniform  prac- 
tice had  been  to  distribute  the  personal 
property  of  widows,  who  were  mothers, 
in  tlie  same  manner  as  that  of  fathers, 
under  the  law  of  1705;  and  that  the 
words  hivi  or  his,  included  as  well  the 
female  as  male  sex,  by  the  fair  rules  of 
construction.     See  2  Vez.  213. 

Brackcnridge,  J.  said,  he  had  not  fully 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject;  the 
determination  was  therefore  postponed. 
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But,  in  tlie  term  of  September,  follow- 
ing, the  case  being  stated  to  Shippcn, 
C.  J.  and  Smith,  J.  the  court  were  una- 
nirnously  of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  two  shares  of  ttie  sur- 
plusage of  the  personal  estate  of  his 
mother,  as  her  eldest  son.  fMSS.  He- 
ports.  J  1801 . 

In  tlie  lessee  of  Riclianl  Deannnnd  v. 
Mary  Hobinson  and  others,  Northumber- 
land, October,  1798,  before  Teates  and 
Smith,  Justices.,  f  MSS.  Reports.  J  In 
the  course  of  the  trial,  it  was  admitted 
by  the  coimsel  on  both  sides,  and  re- 
solved by  the  covu-t ;  that  no  child  or 
children  of  the  intestate,  could,  by  their 
acts,  defeat  the  operation  of  tlie  law  of 
23d  May,  1764,  as  to  the  appraisement 
of  the  lands  of  the  ancestor,  where  the 
same  could  not  be  divided  without  pre- 
judice to,  or  spoiling  of  the  whole.  By 
their  deeds,  they  can  transfer  no  more 
than  theirqualified interests  in  the  lands, 
and  their  assignees  hold  the  same  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  manner  as  they  them- 
selves held  them,  subject  to  an  eventu- 
al appraisement.  It  is  evident,  that  in 
the  tiii'st  instance,  the  lands  are  subject- 
ed to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
parent,  and  the  purparts  of  each  of  the 
children,  are  bound  by  judgments  had 
against  them  respectively.  When  the 
real  estate  is  transmuted  into  personal- 
ty, under  the  operation  of  the  law,  by 
approved  security  being  given  in  the 
Orphans*  Court  for  the  amount  of  the 
appraisement,  the  former  incumbrances 
on  the  children's  undivided  shares  of  the 
Lands,  cease,  and  are  transferred  into 
liens  on  their  respective  purparts  of  the 
valuation.  The  creditors  by  mortgage 
or  judgement  still  retain  a  legal  prefer- 
ence as  to  their  demands  to  a  propor- 
tion  of  the  appraisement,  corresponding 
with  the  children's  interest  in  the  lands. 

Where  there  is  a  balance  due  to  the 
administrators,  orjudgments  unsatisfied 
against  the  intestate,  the  shares  of  the 
several  children  in  the  appraisement, 
must  necessarily  be  diminished  in  pro- 
portion thereto.  The  liens  of  the  i-es- 
pective  judgment  creditors  against  the 
different  children,  must  also  be  deduct- 
ed from  their  purparts.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  children  would  not 
be  entitled  to  their  shares  of  tlje  valua- 
tion, unless  they  gave  refunding  bonds. 

In  the  case  of  Miehael  Ilubley,  presi- 
dent of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  Lancas- 
ter county,  V.  Javies  Hamilton,  Lancas- 
ter, May,  1794. — Before  M'Keu?i,  C. 
J.  &.  Teates,  J.  which  was  debt  on 
recognizance,  on  the  valuation  of  the 
real  estate  of  a  person  who  had  died  in- 
testate. A  question  was  made,  whe- 
ther on  the  valuation  of  real  estate  of  an 
intestate,    in  case  it  could  not  be  divi- 


ded, without  prejudice  to,  or  spoiling 
the  wliole,  the  person  accepting  it,  was 
bound  to  pay  interest  for  the  distribu- 
tive shares  of  the  other  children,  from 
the  time  of  the  confirmation  of  the  in- 
quisition and  his  acceptance  of  the 
lands,  or  from  the  time  limited  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Orphans'  Court  for  the 
payment  thereof. 

Fer  Cur.  The  practice  in  Lancaster^ 
and  most  of  the  western  counties,  has 
been  uniformly  only  to  charge  interest 
from  the  time  affixed  by  the  Orphans' 
Court,  and  most  appraisements  proba- 
bly have  been  made  under  the  idea  of 
the  usage.  It  might  be  inequitable, 
therefore,  to  make  this  case  an  excep- 
tion out  of  the  general  custom.  But 
the  act  of  4th  Geo.  3,  (1764,)  does  not 
warrant  this  construction.  The  men 
appointed  by  the  Orphans'  Court,  or 
where  the  parties  cannot  agree,  the  in- 
quest, are  to  make  a  just  appraisement. 
'I'he  Orphans'  Court  are  appointed  to 
limit  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  shares  of  the  other  chil- 
dren, but  not  to  control,  or  substanti- 
ally alter  the  sum  affixed  by  those,  on 
whom  that  duty  devolves  by  law.  Upon 
the  same  principles  precisely,  that  a, 
widow,  under  the  practice,  gets  her 
interest,  on  one  third  of  the  principal 
charged  on  the  lands,  from  the  time  of 
a  child's  acceptance  of  the  real  proper- 
ty at  a  valuation,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
subsistence  thereout,  the  children  ought 
to  receive  the  interest  on  their  distribu- 
tive shares,  from  the  same  period,  and 
for  the  same  purposes.  The  present 
usage  is  fundamentally  wrong,  and 
must  in  future  be  altered.  ("MSS.  Re- 
ports. J 

It  will  be  observed  that  most  of  the 
authorities  before  cited,  apply  equally 
to  the  existing  state  of  the  intestate 
laws.  We  will  now  proceed  to  state 
the  alterations  in,  or  additions  to  the 
act  in  the  text;  and  also  the  cases 
which  have  since  been  decided. 

By  a  supplement  to  the  act  in  the 
text,  passed  4th  of  April,  1797,  (chap. 
1938,)  it  is  enacted,  that  when  aii) 
legatee,  creditor,  or  person  interested 
in  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  a  person 
who  has  heretofore  died,  or  hereafter 
shall  die,  with  a  last  will  or  testament, 
or  surety  in  any  administration  bond  for 
administering  the  estate  of  any  dece- 
dent, shall  declare  on  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, that  he,  she,  or  they,  have  suffi- 
cient cause  to  believe  that  the  execu- 
tors or  administrators,  with  or  without 
a  will  annexed,  of  such  decedent,  are 
wasting  or  mismanaging  the  estate  of 
such  decedent,  and  shall  make  applica- 
tion for  security  to  the  Orphans'  Court 
of  the  county  in  which  letters  testa- 
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mentary,  or  letters  of  administration, 
■with  or   without  a  will  annexed,    have 
been,  or  shall  be  granted,  the  said  Or- 
phans' Court  are  hereby  empowered  to 
examine  the  cause  of  complaint ;  and  if 
it  should  appear  to  them  that  the  same 
is  just,  it  shall  and   may  be  lawful  for 
SJich  coiut  to  order  such  executors  or 
administrators  to  give   such    sufKcient 
bond,    witii   sureties,  or  such   furtlier 
security  as  the)  may  judge   necessary, 
according  to  the  value  of  the   est  Ate, 
which  seciu'ities  shall  be  taken  and  tiled 
in  the  said  Orphans'  Court,  in  the  name 
of  the   Commonwealth  oi  Fennsylvanla, 
and  the  said  bonds  shall  be  deemed  and 
considered  in  trust,  lor  the  benefit  of 
all  persons    interested  in   said  estate, 
whether  as  legatees,  legal  representa- 
tives, creditors,  or  sureties  in  former 
administration  bonds.  And  in  case  such 
executor  or  administrator  shall  refuse 
or  neglect,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days 
after  due  notice  of  such  order,  to  give 
the    security,  or,  further  security,   so 
ordered,  then  the  said  court  shall  va- 
cate the  letters  testamentary  or  of  ad- 
ministration, and  award  new  letters  to 
be  granted  and  issued  by  the  register 
of  the  proper  county,  to  such  person  or 
persons,  and  upon  such  security  as  the 
court    shall    think    proper ;    and  shall 
moreover   order  the    first  executor  or 
administrator  to  deliver  over   and  pay 
to    tiie    successor,   all   and   eveiy   the 
goods,    chattels,   rights,    credits,   title 
deeds,  evidences  and  securities,  which 
were  of  the  decedent,  and  wiiicli  came 
to  his  or  their  hands,  and  remain  unad- 
ministered,  and  pay  over  the    balance 
which  shall  remain  due   from   him  or 
them   to  the    said  successor,   in  such 
manner  and  time  as  the  said  court  shall, 
upon  an  examination   and   confirmation 
of  such    account  (to  be    had  according 
to  the   usual  course   of  proceeding  in 
case  of  accounts  of  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators   settled    in    such    courts) 
award  and  order.     And  if  such  su])er. 
seded   executor  or  administrator  shall 
neglect  or   refuse   to   comply  with  the 
award  and  order  of  the   court  touching 
the   premises,    the  court,    on    motion, 
shall  proceed  against  him  or  them,  as  is 
lawful  in  cases  of  contempt,  or  the  suc- 
ceeding administrator   may  proceed  at 
law  against  him  or  them,  or  his  or  their 
sureties,  if  any  there  be,  or  against  any 
oilier  person    or   persons    who  may  be 
jjossessed    thereof,    for    the   recovery 
thereof ;    or    both   the   said   remedies 
may   be   pursued   at  the  same  time,  if 
the  case  so   require,   until  the  end  be 
fully  attained. 

§  2.  In  all  cases,  where  a  return  of 
nulla  bona  shall  liaye  been  made  by  the 
blverifl'  of  the  proper  county,  to  an  exe- 


cution against  any  such  executors  or 
administrators,  their  sureties  shall,  on 
notice  thereof,  unless  they  can  sliew 
goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements, 
in  some  other  county,  which  iiiaj  be 
seized  and  taken  in  execution  by  a  ?e*- 
tatum  fieri  facias,  to  satisfy  the  same, 
be  liable  to  pay  tiie  amount  of  the  debt 
and  costs  therein,  in  actions  brought 
against  them  on  the  said  bonds,  and 
sucli  further  proof,  or  evidence  in  sup- 
port thereof,  as  by  law  would  have  in- 
titled  the  suitor  or  suitors  lo  recover 
his,  her  or  their  demand  of  the  said 
executors,  or  administrators,  de  bonis 
propriis  ,■  provided  such  suits  shall  be 
instituted  against  the  sureties,  within 
seven  years  after  the  date  of  the  re- 
spective bonds  ;  and  the  whole  amount 
of  the  sums  of  money  to  be  recovered 
thereupon  shall  not  exceed  the  penal- 
ties of  the  said  bonds  respectively. 

§  3.  Any  executor  or  administrator, 
with  or  without  a  copy  of  the  will  an- 
nexed, may,  with  leave  of  the  regis- 
ters, or  Orphans'  Court  in  the  respec- 
tive counties,  make  a  settlement  of  his 
or  their  accounts,  so  far  as  he  or  they 
shall  have  administered  the  estate  of 
the  deceased  ;  and  also  wiih  leave  of 
either  of  the  said  courts,  may  be  dis- 
missed from  the  duties  of  his  or  their 
appointment,  and  surrender  the  residue 
of  the  estate  under  his  or  their  care  lo 
such  person  or  persons  as  tiie  said 
court  may  appoint ;  the  register  of  the 
respective  counties,  in  every  such  case 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
take  bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties, 
in  a  penalty  of  double  the  amount  of  the 
real  value  of  such  estate,  and  also  to 
administer  tiie  usual  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, to  such  person  or  pers^,ons  so  ap- 
pointed, and  to  grant  letters  of  adminis- 
tration of  ihe  unadministered  part  of 
siicli  estate. 

§  4.  [I'he  same  as  sect.  2  of  the  act 
in  the  text,  altered  as  there  noticed  in 
the  margin.] 

§  5.  Where  an  intestate  leaves  a 
widow,  and  no  lawful  issue,  the  real 
and  personal  estate,  not  given  by  the 
former  act  to  the  widow,  shall  descend 
and  be  divided  as  is  directed  by  this 
act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, in  cases  where  the  intestate 
shall  leave  neither  widow  nor  lawful 
issue ;  and  where  any  woman  shall 
hereafter  die  intestate,  without  leaving 
a  husband,  her  eslate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, siiall  descend  and  be  divided  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  this 
act,  and  the  act  to  which  it  is  a  supple- 
ment, in  cases  where  men  have  died, 
or  shall  die  intestate ;  but  where  she 
leaves  a  husband,  he  shall  take  the 
whole  personal  estate,  and  the  real  es- 
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tate  shall  descend  and  go  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  in  the  case  of 
men  dying  intestate,  saving  to  the  hus- 
band his  right  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy  ; 
and  if  any  intestate  shall  die  seized  of 
real  estate  in  fee  simple,  and  shall  leave 
no  widow,  nor  lawful  issue,  father,  bro- 
ther, sister,  or  their  representatives, 
then  the  said  estate  shall  go  and  be 
vested  in  fee  simple  in  tiie  mother,  un- 
less where  such  estate  has  descended 
from  the  part  of  the  father,  in  wii-ch 
case  it,  or  such  part  tlierei;f,  as  sliall 
have  come  from  the  part  of  his  or  her  fa- 
ther, shall  pass  and  be  enjoyed,  as  ifsuch 
person,  so  dying  seized,  had  sui'vived 
liis  or  her  mother  :  and  where  any  per- 
son shall  die  seized  or  possessed  of  any 
real  or  personal  estate,  leaving  neither 
widow  nor  lawful  issue,  father  or  mo- 
ther, but  brothers  and  sisters  of  tlie 
whole  blood,  the  said  estate  shall  de- 
scend to  and  be  vested  in  such  brotliers 
and  sisters,  as  tenants  in  common,  in 
equal  parts  ;  and  if  any  of  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  intestate  shall  be  then 
dead,  leaving  lawful  issue,  then  it  shall 
descend  to  and  be  enjo3'ed  by  the  sur- 
viving brothers  and  sisters,  and  the 
lawful  issue  of  such  brothers  or  sisters 
as  shall  be  then  dead,  such  issue  al- 
ways to  iniierit,  if  one  person,  solely,  if 
several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common, 
in  equal  parts,  such  share  only  as  would 
have  descended  to  his,  her  or  their,  pa- 
rent, had  such  parent  been  then  living, 
and  each  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  persons  so  dying  intestate,  wlio 
shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  tlie  death 
of  the  intestate,  always  to  inherit  and 
enjoy  such  share  as  would  have  de- 
scended and  been  distributed  to  him 
or  her,  if  all  the  brothei's  and  sisters, 
leaving  lawfid  issue,  had  been  living  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate. 

§  6.  If  the  intestate  shall  die  seized 
of  real  estate,  leaving  neither  widow 
nor  lawful  issue,  father  or  mother,  bro- 
ther or  sister  of  the  whole  blood,  but 
shall  leave  lawful  issue  of  deceased  l)ro- 
thers  or  sisters,  the  said  estate  shall  be 
enjoyed  and  possessed  by  such  lawful 
issue,  in  the  same  shares  and  propor- 
tions, and  for  such  estates,  as  is  direct- 
ed in  case  some  of  the  brothers  or  sis- 
ters are  living. 

§7.  If  the  intestate  shall  die  seized 
or  possessed  cf  real  or  perS<jnal  estate 
as  aforesaid,  leaving  neither  widow  nor 
lawful  issue,  father  or  mother,  but  bro- 
thers and  sisters  of  tl.e  whole  and  half 
blood,  or  their  representatives,  the  bro- 
thers and  sisters  of  the  whole  b'ood, 
and  the  legal  representatives  of  such  of 
the  whole  blood  as  are  dead,  shall  in- 
herit llie  real  estate  in  (q.c  simnle,  and 


tlie  personal  estate  shall  be  distributed  1^941* 
equally  between  the  brothers  and  sis-  i^  .^ 
ters  of  both  the  whole  and  half  blood, 
or  their  representatives  ;  but  if  there 
are  no  lawful  issue,  widow,  father  or 
mother,  brothers  or  sisters,  or  their 
representatives  of  the  whole  blood,  then 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half  blood 
shall  inherit  the  i-eal  estate  in  fee  sim- 
ple, and  the  personal  estate  absolutely, 
the  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  to 
be  held  by  them,  as  tenants  in  common, 
in  equal  parts,  except  such  parts  of  the 
real  estate  as  came  to  such  intestate  by 
descent,  devise  or  gift  of  some  one  of 
his  or  her  ancestors,  in  which  case,  all 
those,  who  are  not  of  the  blood  of  such 
ancestor,  shall  be  exohnled  from  such 
inheritance,  and  such  part  of  the  real 
estate. 

§  8.  Like  proceedings  may  be  had 
where  the  intestate  leaves  no  children, 
or  their  legal  representatives,  both  in 
making  partition,  or  where  the  estate 
cannot  be  divided  without  prejudicing 
or  spoiling  the  whole,  by  directing  an 
appraisement,  and  ordering  the  whole 
to  the  eldest  brother  or  his  issue,  if  any 
of  such  issue  shall  then  be  of  full  age, 
if  he  or  she  shall  accept  it,  or  to  any 
other  of  the  brothers  or  their  issue  suc- 
cessively, if  any  of  such  issue  shall  then 
be  of  full  age,  upon  the  refusal  by  the 
eldest  brother,  or  his  issue,  or  if  there 
be  no  brothers  or  their  issue,  or  they 
all  neglect  or  refuse,  then  to  the  eldest 
sister  o;-  her  issue,  if  any  of  such  issue 
shall  then  be  of  full  age,  and  on  her 
neglect  or  refusal,  to  any  other  sister, 
or  tier  issue  successively,  if  any  of  such 
issue  shall  then  be  of  full  age,  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  conditions  directed 
by  the  act,  to  which  this  is  supplemen- 
tary, with  respect  to  the  children  of  an 
intestate  ;  and  the  same  mode  of  divid- 
ing, assigning  and  ai)prai3ing  estates, 
shall  be  observed  in  ail  cases,  where 
by  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is 
supplementary,  estates  are  to  be  ^esicil 
in  several  persons,  as  tenants  in  coni« 
mon. 

§  9.  Where  any  executor,  adminis- 
trator or  guardian  shall  have  stated  and 
filed  his  account  in  the  office  of  the 
register  for  the  probate  of  wills,  &c.  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  to  give 
notice  in  at  least  three  of  the  most  pub- 
lic i^laces  in  the  county,  to  all  legatees, 
creditors  and  other  persons  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  setting  forth  that  such 
executor,  &.c.  has  filed  his  account,  and 
that  the  same  will  be  presented  to  tha 
Orphans'  Court  for  confirmation  and  al- 
lowance, at  the  time  and  place  for  that 
purpose  appointed,  a  copy  of  which  no- 
tice shall  also  be  set   up  in  hit;  offiae  ; 
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and  no  siicri  account  shall  be  confirmed 
and  allowed  by  the  said  court,  unless 
such  notice  shall  have  been  given,  and 
a  copy  thereof"  set  up  in  the  oihce  afore- 
said, at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the 
time  appointed  for  such  confirmation 
and  allowance. 

^10.  [Devise  to  wife  to  be  deemed 
in  lieu  of  Dower  ;  but  slie  may  elect. 
(See  General  Index,  "  Dower.")] 

§11.  [Bonds  taken  by  the  reg'isters 
shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  conimon- 
■wealth  ;  and  the  second  section  of  the 
act  in  the  text,  repealed.] 

By  a  further  supplement  passed  2d 
April,  1804,  (chap.  2486.)  Where  any 
person  hath  died,  or  hereafter  may  die 
intestate,  seized  of  real  estate  in  this 
commonwealth,  subject  to  partition  or 
valuation,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  to 
■which  this  is  a  supplement,  which  real 
estate  cannot  be  divided,  but  hath  been, 
or  shall  be  appraised,  and  none  of  the 
children  or  other  legal  representatives 
of  the  deceased,  will  take  the  same  at 
the  valuation,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty 
of  the  Orphans'  Court,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  any  one  of  the  children,  or  other 
legal  representative,  to  grant  a  rule 
upon  all  the  heirs,  or  other  persons  in- 
terested in  such  estate,  to  shew  cause 
on  the  first  day  of  the  next  regular  ses- 
sion of  said  court,  why  the  estate  of 
the  intestate  should  not  be  sold ;  Pro- 
mded,  a  copy  of  such  rule  be  served  on 
such  of  the  heirs  or  representatives  in- 
terested, as  reside  in  the  county  where 
the  estate  lies,  by  delivei'ing  it  to  the 
person  if  of  age,  or  his  or  her  guardian, 
if  a  minor,  by  leaving  a  copy  thereof  at 
their  usual  place  of  abode,  at  least 
twenty  days  before  the  time  of  holding 
the  court,  as  aforesaid,  and  tl)at  notice 
shall  be  given  to  such  of  the  heirs,  or 
other  legal  representatives,  ss  live  out 
of  the  county  in  which  the  estate  lies, 
Jjy  publishing  a  copy  of  said  rule,  cer- 
tified by  the  clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
in  the  newspaper  printed  in  the  coun- 
ty, if  any  be  tlicre  printed  ;  and  if  not, 
hi  the  newspaper  i)rinted  nearest  to 
such  county,  at  least  four  weeks  previ- 
ously to  the  court ;  and  if  cause  be  not 
-shewn  to  the  said  court  according  to 
the  said  rule,  it  shall  and  nuiy  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  court,  and  they  are  here- 
by enjoined  and  required,  on  due  proof 
of  notice  of  the  aforesaid  rule  being  giv- 
en, to  make  an  order  or  decree,  com- 
manding the  executor  or  executors,  ad- 
ministrator or  administrators  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  to  expose  the  real  estate 
of  the  intestate  to  public  sale  on  the 
premises,  on  a  day  certain,  upon  such 
terms  as  the  court  may  think  proper  to 
direct ;  of  all  which  the  executor  or 
executors,  administrator  or  administra- 


tors, shall  give  at  least  ten  days  notice^ 
by  advertisement  in  the  newspaper 
printed  in  such  county  if  any  there  be, 
and  if  none,  then  in  that  nearest  to  the 
county  where  the  land  lies. 

§  2.  Upon  such  sale  made  as  afore- 
said, and  return  thereof  to  the  afore- 
said court,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
court,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  on 
motion  of  the  purchaser,  to  confirm  the 
sale,  and  to  decree  the  estate  in  the 
premises,  so  sold,  to  be  transferred  and 
vested  in  such  purchaser,  as  fully  as  the 
intestate  held  the  same  at  his  decease, 
subject  and  liable  to  Jhe  payment  of  the 
purchase  money,  according  to  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  court  in  the  order  of 
sale ;  and  said  court  shall  cause  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale  to  be  distributed 
in  such  manner  as  according  to  law  and 
justice  may  be  proper. 

By  a  further  supplement,  passed,  1st 
April,  18G6,  (chap.  2584.)  When  any 
person  or  persons  have  heretofore  died, 
or  shall  hereafter  die  intestate,  seized 
of  real  estate,  situate,  lying  and  being 
in  one  tract,  or  in  one  or  more  tracts 
adjoining  each  other,  on  the  line  or  lines 
of  any  county  or  counties  in  this  com- 
monwealth, whereby  part  or  parts  of 
the  said  tract,  or  adjoining  tracts,  is, 
are  or  may  be  in  two  or  more  of  the 
said  counties  adjoining,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful,  in  case  of  an  application  to 
the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  county  in 
which  the  principal  mansion  is  situate, 
for  an  inquest  to  make  partition  or  ap- 
praise the  real  estate  of  such  intestate, 
to  issue  tlieir  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
county  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said 
court,  specifying  the  lands  in  the  said 
county,  a?ul  the  county  or  counties  ad- 
joining, of  which  a  partition  or  valua- 
tion is  intended  to  be  made,  and  there- 
upon it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Sheriff  to  summon  an  inquest,  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  divide  or  value  the 
said  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
whole  were  within  liis  proper  baili- 
wick ;  and  upon  the  return  thereof  to 
the  Orphans'  Court,  out  of  wiiich  such 
writ  issued,  the  said  court  may  further 
proceed  tliereon  as  if  all  the  said  lan(4s 
were  in  the  county,  and  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  said  court,  and  to  decree 
partition  thereof,  or  allot  the  whole  to 
any  one  of  the  heirs,  according  as  the 
inquisition  may  be  returned  to  tJiem,  as 
fully  and  amply  as  they  now  may  or  can 
do/where  real  estate  is  wholly  in  any 
one  county,  and  any  recogni/.ance  or 
recognizances  taken  by  them,  in  pursu- 
ance of  such  proceeding,  shall  be  valid 
and  eflectual  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
ses, and  the  final  decree  of  such  court 
thereon  shall  have  the  same  operation, 
to  vest  the  title  of  such  estate  in  the 
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heir  or  heirs  who  may  accept  of  the 
same,  as  any  decree  of  any  Orphans' 
Court  in  any  county  within  tlieir  juris- 
diction  heretofore  has  had :  Frcvided, 
that  an  exemplification  of  the  proceed- 
ings, which  may  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  had,  shall,  within  twenty  days  after 
the  final  decree  therein,  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  or  clerks  of  the  Orphans' 
Court  or  Courts  in  such  adjoining  coun- 
ty or  counties  in  which  the  application 
shall  not  have  been  made,  and  in  which 
any  parts  of  the  said  lands  are  or  may 
be  situated,  which  clerk  or  clerks  shall 
enter  the  same  of  record  on  the  Or- 
phans' Court  Docket  of  his  proper 
county,  at  the  joint  expei\se  of  all  par- 
ties concerned  therein. 

By  an  act  passed  7th  April,  1807, 
(chap.  2yl3.)  §  6.  When  partition  is 
made  of  an  intestate's  real  estate,  and 
a  part  is  allotted  to  each  of  his  children 
or  representatives,  in  case  there  be  a 
widow  of  the  intestate  living,  and  enti- 
tled to  part  of  the  said  real  estate  dur- 
ing her  life,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
inquest  or  referees  making  partition,  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  said  pari,  and 
to  apportion  the  same  among  tlie  re- 
sjTective  shares  of  the  children  or  re- 
presentative.') ;  and  upon  confirmation 
thereof  by  the  Orphans'  Court,  the 
same  shall  rem;iin  as  a  ciiarge  upon  the 
said  shares,  and  the  interest  tiiereof 
shall  be  annually  and  regularly  paid  to 
such  widow,  and  may  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  or  by  distress,  as  rents 
are  usually  recovered  in  this  common- 
wealth ;  and  where  the  estate  of  the 
intestate  is  divided  into  fewer  parts 
than  there  are  children  or  representa- 
tives, the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
to  estimate  and  apportion  the  value  of 
the  widow's  purpart  among  the  said 
parts,  which  shall  remain  a  charge 
thereon,  and  the  interest  thereof  shall 
be  paid,  and  may  be  recovered  as  afore- 
said ;  and  upon  the  decease  of  any  such 
widow  the  whole  value  of  the  said  pur- 
part shall  be  distributed  among  all  the 
said  children  or  representatives,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  respective  shares,  ac- 
cording to  law. 

§  7.  Where  the  estate  of  an  intestate 
is  divided  into  a  fewer  number  of  parts 
than  tliere  are  children  or  representa- 
tives, and  any  one  or  all  of  the  said 
parts  is  or  are  refused  to  be  taken  by 
the  children  or  representatives,  the  like 
proceedings  shall  be  had  to  sell  the  parts 
so  refused,  as  is  directed  in  case  'f  an 
appraisement  of  the  whole  in  and  by 
the  act  of  2d  of  April,  1804.  And  any 
such  sale  or  sales  heretofore  made  by 
the  decree  o"  any  Orplians'  Court  is, 
and  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 

§  8  In  order  to  give  the  younger  chil- 
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dren,  or  representatives  of  an  intestate, 
an  opportunity  of  accepting  or  refusing 
the  estate  of  the  intestate,  in  case  of  an 
appraisement  or  partition  into  fewer 
parts  than  there  are  children  or  repre- 
sentatives, the  Orphans'  Courts  of  the 
different  counties  of  this  common- 
wealth  are  hereby  authorized,  upon  ap- 
plication, to  grant  a  rule  upon  any  of 
the  children  or  representatives,  to  come 
into  court  within  a  certain  time,  and  to 
accept  or  refuse  the  same ;  a  copy 
whereof  shall  be  served  upon  the  party 
personally,  teii  days  before  the  return 
thereof,  in  case  he,  she  or  they  reside 
within  the  county,  or  if  they  reside  out 
of  the  county,  a  copy  of  the  rule  shall 
be  published  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
printed  in  the  proper  county,  or  if  there 
be  none  thet-ein,  then  in  some  adjacent 
count}',  and  in  one  daily  newspaper  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  space 
of  one  month  before  the  return  thereof  i 
and  in  case  lie,  she  or  they  do  not  come 
in,  according  to  the  said  rule,  and  ac- 
cept or  refuse,  the  court  shall  and  may 
direct  the  same  to  be  offered  to  the  next 
child  or  representative  in  order.  {Infra, 
act  of  March,  1808,  §  2.) 

§  9.  Where  any  person  shall  die  in- 
testate, after  the  passing  this  act,  leav- 
ing lands  or  tenements  in  more  than  one 
county  in  this  commonwealth,  if  after 
inquisition  held,  any  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  such  intestate  shall  accept 
of  the  real  estate  upon  the  valuation 
thereof,  in  any  one  county,  such  per- 
son shall  not  have  the  right  of  prefer- 
ence, or  elect  to  take  the  real  estate, 
or  any  part  thereof  in  any  other  county, 
until  all  the  other  heirs  or  legal  repre- 
sentatives shall  refuse  to  take  the  same 
at  such  valuation. 

§  10.  Where  it  shall  be  made  to  ap- 
pear to  the  Orphans'  Court,  that  a  mi- 
nor child  or  children,  is  or  are  possess- 
ed of  real  estate,  but  is  or  are  not  pos- 
sessed of  personal  estate,  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  such 
minor  child  or  children,  then,  and  in 
every  such  case,  the  Orphans'  Court  of 
the  county  where  the  real  estate  lies, 
shall  allovv  the  guardian  or  guardians  of 
such  child  or  children,  to  make  public 
sale  tiiereof,  or  of  so  much  of  the  said 
real  estate,  upon  tlie  best  computation 
they  can  make  of  the  value  thereof,  as 
the  said  court  shall  judge  necessary  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  make  a 
title  thereto  to  the  purchaser;  Provided 
aliKuys,  That  the  guardian  or  guardians 
aforesaid,  shall,  tjefore  they  proceed  to 
convey,  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sure- 
ty, to  the  Orphans'  Court,  to  dispose 
of  the  proceeds  of  sale  for  the  use  of 
the  said  minor  or  minors,  and  to  invest 
within  si.\  months  from  the  receipt  of  the 
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i  r94.      same,  so  much  thereof,  if  any  there  be, 
I,  _f.    as   shall  not  be  immediately  required,  in 

good  real,  or  other  securities  for  the  same 
uset 

§  11.  Where  any  person  or  persons  shall 
hereafter  die,  having  made  and  executed 
any  testament  and  last  will,  and  shall  not 
therein  have  disposed  of  the  residue  of  his 
or  her  personal  estate,  the  executor  or  ex- 
ecutors therein  named,  shall  distribute  such 
ondisposed  of  residue  to  and  among  the 
next  of  kin,  agreeably  to  the  intestate  laws 
of  this  commonwealth  )  6ut  nothing  in  this 
section  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  affirm 
or  deny  the  right  of  any  executor  or  executors 
to  such  undisposed  of  residue  prior  to  thepass- 
ing  of  this  act. 

(The  latter  part  of  the  foregoing  sec- 
tion has  become  useless  by  the  decision  of 
Wilson,  widow,  v.  Wilson^s  executors,  at 
Lancaster  Supreme  Court,  May,  1811. — 
In  which  case  it  was  determined,  by  two 
Judges  against  one,  that  the  executor,  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  not  entitled  to  the  un- 
'  disposed  of  residue,  but  was  a  trustee  for 

the  next  of  kin,  before  the  passing  of  this 
act.  This  section  therefore  remains  as 
confirming  the  pre-existing  law) 

By  an  act  passed  26th  March,  1808, 
(chap.  2965,)  to  amend  certain  parts  c  f 
the  last  recited  act,  it  is  enacted,  §  2. 
That  the  publication  of  the  notice  required 
in  and  by  the  8th  section  of  the  said  act, 
after  an  appraisenrent  or  partition  of  an 
intestate's  estate,  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient if  published  in  at  least  one  newspa- 
per, printed  in  the  proper  county,  or  if 
there  be  none  therein,  then  in  the  county 
nearest  thereto,  wherein  a  newspaper  may 
be  published,  and  at  least  once  a  week 
for  four  weeks  successively,  prior  to  the 
return  thereof,  in  one  daily  newspaper  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  And  on  any  ap- 
•  plication  for  a  valuation,  or  partition  of 
an  intestate's  estate,  where  any  of  the 
children  or  legal  representatives  reside  out 
of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  lie,  notice 
in  like  manner  may  be  given  where  per- 
sonal notice  cannot  be  given  as  required 
by  the  said  section,  of  the  time  and  place 
of  executing  the  order  of  the  court  and 
taking  the  inquisition  thereon.  And  if 
upon  the  return  of  any  such  inquisition,  all 
the  children  or  legal  representatives  of  the 
intestate  shall  appear  in  court,  personally, 
or  by  guardian  or  attorney  in  fact  duly  con- 
stituted, and  refose  to  accept  of  the  es- 
tate,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  divided,  at 
the  valuation  thereof,  and  shall  unani- 
mously desire  the  same  or  any  part  to  be 
sold  by  the  order  ot  the  court,  the  said 
court  may  order  or  decree  the  sale  thereof, 
w^ithout  granting  any  rule  to  shew  cause 
why  the  said  estate  or  part  thereof  should 
not  be  sold,  any  practice  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding  ;  and  to  remove  doubts, 
all  proceedings  heretofore  had,  and  de- 
crees  made  in  the  Orphans'  Court,  in  pur- 


suance  of  the  act  of  2d  April,  1894,  vt 
of  the  act  which  is  hereby  amended,  where 
notice  has  been  given  in  the  newspapers 
of  tlie  application  for  a  partition  or  valu- 
ation, or  where  by  the  consent  of  the  le- 
gal representatives,  a  rule  to  shew  cause 
has  been  waived,  if  otherwise  legal,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  valid. 

§  3.  Where  the  Orphans'  Court  of  any 
county  hath  heretofore  decreed,  or  here- 
after  may  decree  sale  of  an  intestate's  real 
estate,  or  part  thereof  by  the  administra- 
tors, the  said  court  is  hereby  authorized 
to  require  and  take  sufficient  security  from 
such  administrators,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  power  committed 
to  them  in  making  such  sale,  and  truly  to 
account  for  and  pay  over  the  proceeds 
thereof  in  such  manner  as  the  said  court 
shall  legally  decree. 

Finally,  by  an  act  passed  1st  April, 
1811,  entitled  "  An  act  relative  todower^ 
and  for  other  purposes" — §  2.  In  all  cases 
after  the  hnal  settlement  cf  any  adminis- 
tration account  in  the  Orphans'  Court,  if  it 
shall  appeal  there  are  not  sufficient  assets 
to  pay  and  satisfy  the  balance  appearing 
to  be  due  and  owing  from  the  estate  of  the 
deceased,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
court,  on  the  application  of  the  executors 
and  administrators,  or  any  others  interest- 
ed therein,  to  make  an  order  that  so  miich 
of  the  real  estate  of  which  the  deceased 
was  seized  or  possessed  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  shall  oe  sold  by  tiie  executors  and 
administrators  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
court  shall  be  sufficient  to  satisty  such  ba- 
lance ;  and  the  said  court  shaJl  likewise 
decree  in  such  cases  what  contribution 
shall  be  made  by  the  heirs  or  devisees  re- 
spectively towards  the  payment  of  any 
debts  chargeable  on  the  real  estate  of  any 
testator,  either  generally,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, or  where  the  land  decreed  to  be 
sold  shall  have  been  in  any  manner  de- 
vised to  any  heir  or  devisee,  after  any 
such  sale  being  made ;  and  all  such  sales 
shall  be  had,  made  and  conducted,  as  in 
other  cases  of  sales  made  under  the  de« 
cree  of  the  Orphans'  Court  by  the  exist- 
ing laws. 

Where  lands,  &,c.  shall  escheat  to  the 
commonwealth  for  want  of  heirs-  See 
the  act  to  declare  and  regulate  escheats, 
vol.  2,  page  425. 

But,  by  the  supplement  to  that  act,  an- 
te, page  4,  every  person,  being  a  citizeij 
or  subject  of  any  foreign  state,  shall  be 
able  and  capable  in  law,  of  acquiring  and 
ta^  ing  by  devise  or  descent,  lands  and 
other  real  projjerty  in  this  co.Timonwealth, 
and  of  holding  and  disposing  of  the  same, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  citit- 
zens  of  this  state  may  or  can  do,  and  no 
such  lands  or  estate  so  held  by  dcvise  or 
descent,  shall  escheat  or  be  forfeited  to 
the  commonwealth,  for  or  on  account  of 
the  alienage  of  such  person  claiming  the 
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aame  under  any  laiet  vrill,  or  succeeding 
thereto,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

§  2.  Ail  such  persons  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  dispose  of  any  goods  and 
eflfects,  to  which  they  niay  be  entitled  with- 
in this  state,  either  by  testament,  dona- 
tion or  otherwise, and  their  representatives, 
in  whatever  place  they  may  reside,  shall 
receive  the  succession,  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth,  either  in  per- 
son or  by  attorney,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  were  chi^'ens  of  this  common, 
wealth. 

§  3.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  sequestration  of 
any  real  or  personal  estate  belonging  to  any- 
such  alien,  during  the  continuance  of  war 
between  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  state  or  prince,  of  which  such 
person  may  be  a  citizen  or  subject. 

The  15th  and  16th  sections  of  the 
act  in  the  text  are  similar  to  the  old 
law,  except  as  to  the  apportionment  of 
the  assets. 

Upon  the  old  law,  it  has  been  decid- 
ed, that  the  order  prescribed  to  the 
executors,  &c-  for  payment  of  debts, 
respects  voluntary,  and  not  compulso- 
ry, payments.  By  the  Court-  There 
does  not  exist  a  doubt  in  our  minds 
about  the  genuine  meaning  of  the  act 
of  Assembly.  It  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  inconvenient  and  perni- 
cious consequences,  to  determine,  that 
a  creditor  could  not  compel  a  payment 
from  his  debtor's  estate,  nor  even  bring 
a  suit  against  the  executors  for  a  period 
•f  twelve  months.  The  ordei'  of  pay- 
ing debts,  obviously  respects  voluntary, 
and  not  compulsory  payments.  Such 
was  the  construction  coeval  with  the 
act ;  and  there  has  not,  to  this  time, 
been  a  single  departure  from  it.  Bo- 
berts  V.  Cay's  executors,  2  Dallas'  JRep. 
260. 

In  the  case  of  Scott,  administrator  of 
Patterson  \.  Ranisay  ;  which  was  error 
from  the  Common  Pleas  of  Washing- 
ton county,  a  case  was  stated  for  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  in  substance  as 
follows,  yolin  Patterson  died  intestate, 
possessed  of  personal  property,  and 
seized  in  fee  of  real  estate.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  several  persons  had 
obtained  judgments  against  him  before 
justices  of  the  peace.  After  his  death, 
several  crtiditors  obtained  judgments 
against  his  administrator  on  debts  by 
simple  contract.  The  personal  estate 
being  insufficient,  the  real  estate  was 
sold  by  order  of  Orphans'  Court,  and 
after  the  sale,  some  of  the  judgments 
obtained  before  justices  of  the  peace 
were  filed  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  others  were  not  filed.  The 
questions  for  this  court  were  two. 


1.  Whether  the  simple  conjtract  cre- 
ditors (of  whom  the  defendant  in  error 
was  one,)  who  obtained  judgment 
against  the  administrator,  were  to  be 
considered  in  any  respect  as  judgment 
creditors  of  the  intestate,  and  as  such 
entitled  to  any  preference  in  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  administrator 
out  of  the  personal  ass»ets,  or  the  pro» 
ceeds  of  the  real  estate. 

2.  Whether  the  creditors  who  ob- 
tained judgment  before  justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  intestate's  life,  were  to  be 
considered  as  judgment  creditors,  with- 
in the  14th  section  of  the  act  in  the 
text ;  and  whether  any  distinction  was 
to  be  made  between  those  whose  judg- 
ment:s  were  filed,  and  those  whose 
judgments  were  not  filed,  in  the  office 
of  the  Common  Pleas. 

I'ilghtnan,  C.J.  dehvered  the  court's 
opinion. 

The  first  question  has  been  deter- 
mined by  this  court  in  the  case  of 
Wootering  v.  The  executors  of  Ste%uart, 
December  term,  1799.  It  was  there 
decided  on  argument  and  full  consider- 
ation, that  the  order  of  payment  was 
to  be  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
debt  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  de- 
cease ;  and  consequently  a  simple  con- 
tract creditor  obtained  no  preference  by 
obtaining  judgment  against  the  execu- 
tors. 

It  has  been  contended,  on  the  second 
point,  that  the  term  _;W^me)i/.f,  in  the 
act  of  Assembly  of  19th  April,  1794, 
is  to  be  restrained  to  judgments  in  a 
court  of  record.  But  it  appears  to  the 
court,  that  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
and  the  intent  of  the  legislature  both 
call  for  a  more  liberal  construction.  In 
the  same  session  an  act  was  passed  by 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  was  extended  to  tvienty  pounds, 
and  their  judgments  when  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  were  "  to 
have  the  same  efl^ect  as  judgments  ob- 
tained in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas." 
Of  course  they  become  a  lien  on  Jands^ 
and  it  would  be  moslextraordinary  if  the 
Legislature  could  intend  to  make  them 
alien  on  lands,  andyet  be  of  no  consider- 
ation wiihrespectto  personal  assets.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  these  judg- 
ments, when  filed  in  the  prothonotary 's 
office,  or  when  made  known  to  the  ad- 
ministrator before  he  pays  away  the  es- 
tate, are  to  be  on  a  footing  with  judg- 
ments in  courts  of  record.  But  as  great 
inconvenience  might  ensue,  if  adminis- 
trators were  obliged  at  their  peril  to 
take  notice  of  such  judgments,  the 
court  desire  it  to  be  understood,  that 
they  give  no  opinion  whether  the  ad- 
mirristrator  would  be  guilty  of"  a  devas- 
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tavit  if  he  paid  the  estate  to  creditors 
of  an  inferior  na^-ure,  before  he  receiv- 
ed notice  of  judgments  rendered  by 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  not  filed. 
1  Bifiney,  221. 

Executors  or  administrators  cannot 
vary  the  rights  of  creditors,  as  to  their 
shares  of  the  assets  :  liens  on  the  estates 
of  decedents  attach  from  their  death. 
Provost  V.  Nicholls,  Supreme  Court, 
March,    1808.    fikfJJ    Reports. J 

A  claim  against  an  intestate's  estate, 
for  damages  on  account  of  the  breach 
of  articles  of  agreement  under  seal,  is 
a  debt  by  specialty  within  the  meaning 
of  the  14th  section  of  the  act  in  the 
text.  Frazcr  v.  Duniuoody's  administra- 
tors.     1  Binnev,  254. 

The  case  of  Johnson,  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror, V.  Haines'  lessee,  was  decided  un- 
der the  act  in  the  texi,  and  prior  to  the 
passage    of  the    supplement    in    1797- 

But  though  the  case  is  now  provided 
for,  the  principles  of  the  decision 
still  remain  as  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land.  It  cannot  therefore,  with  pro- 
priety be  omitted. 

Ejectment  for  a  house  and  lot  in 
Germantown,  of  which  Rebecca  Vanaken 
died  seized  on  the  13th  of  Feb'y,  1797, 
intestate,  and  leaving  no  father,  mother, 
child,  grand  child,  brother  or  sister 
living. 

But  the  intestate  had  had  brothers 
and  sisters,  who  died  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

1st.  Richard,  who  died  without  issue. 

2nd.  Catharine,  who  married  Casper 
Wistar,  and  left  issue  Richard,  Marga- 
ret, Catharine,  Rebecca,  Sarah  and  Cas- 
per;  of  this  family  i?fcAarrf,  Margaret, 
and  Rebecca,  are  dead  ;  but  all  of  them 
leaving  issue. 

Srd.  Anne,  who  married -^— Z,M/^e«*, 
and  left  issue,  yohn,  Mary,  Daniel, 
Derrick  and  Rebecca;  all  of  this  family 
died  in  the  life  of  the  intestate,  but  all 
of  them  left  issue. 

4lh.  yohn,  who  died  in  the  life-time 
of  the  intestate,  but  left  issue  Anthony, 
(plaintiff  in  error,)  yohn,  yoseph,  and 
Margaret,  and  Margaret  also  died  in 
the  intestate's  life-time,   leaving  issue. 

5th.  Margaret,  who  intermarried 
with  Reuben  Haines,  and  left  issue, 
Casper,  (the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  be- 
low,) Catharine,  yosiah  and  Reuben; 
yosiah  is  dead  leaving  one  son,  who  is 
now  alive,  and  Reuben  is  dead  without 
issue. 

It  was  agreed  that  Margaret,  the 
daughter  of  Catharine,  who  was  the 
sister  of  Rebecca,  died  in  the  life-time 
of  the  intestate. 

And  the  questions  submitted  to  the 
court  are,  whetiier  the  plaintiff  in  er- 
.ror  is  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  pr$« 


mises  ?   and  if  he  is  not,  how  the  pre« 
mises  are  to  be  divided  ? 

Judgment  was  entered  by  consent 
below,  to  expedite  the  decision  in  the 
High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  claimed  the 
whole  of  the  premises  as  heir  at  law  of 
the  intestate ;  and  the  lessor  of  the 
defendant  insisted  that  the  premises 
ought  to  be  divided,  on  the  principles 
of  the  act  in  the  text. 

M'Kean,  C.  J  delivered  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  court,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Chev),   President,  as  follows  ; 

The  intestate  died,  leaving  the  chil- 
dren of  several  of  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  a  grand-child  of  one  of  her 
brothers  ;  and  it  is  now  made  a  ques- 
tion, whether  her  real  estate  shall  be 
divided  among  these  surviving  relations, 
or  descend  entirely  to  her  heir  at  law. 

By  the  6th  section  of  the  charter 
granted  to  Willium  Penn,  the  laws  of 
JEngland  "  for  regulating  and  governing 
of  property,  as  well  for  the  descent 
and  enjoyment  of  lands,  as  for  the  en- 
joyment and  succession  of  goods  and 
chattels,"  were  introduced  and  esta- 
blished in  Pennsylvania,  to  continue  till 
they  were  altered  by  the  legislature  of 
the  province.  The  common  law  being, 
therefore,  the  original  guide,  and  the 
plaintiff  in  error  being-  the  heir  at 
common  law,  his  title  must  prevail,  un- 
less it  shall  appear,  that  an  alteration 
in  the  rule  has  been  made,  by  some 
act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Now,  when  the  intestate  died,  there 
was  but  one  law  in  existence  on  the 
subject ;  (the  act  in  the  text.)  And 
though  the  sixth  section  of  that  act 
provides  for  the  case  of  a  person  dying 
intestate,  leaving  "neither  widow,  nor 
lawful  issue,  but  leaving  a  father,  bro' 
thers  and  sisters,"  it  does  not  provide, 
nor  does  any  other  of  the  sections  pro- 
vide, for  the  case  of  a  person  dying 
intestate,  without  lawful  issue,  and 
leaving  no  father  or  mother,  brothers  or 
sisters.  The  descent  of  the  real  es- 
tate, in  this  specific  case,  was  not, 
therefore,  altered,  or  regulated,  by  any 
act  of  the  General  Assembly,  when 
the  estate  was  vested  in  the  person  en- 
titled to  take,  at  the  death  of  the  in- 
testate. 

It  is  probable,  that  if  the  case  had 
been  stated  to  the  legislature,  they 
would  have  directed  the  same  distribu- 
tion in  the  year  1794,  that  they  have 
since  done  by  the  act  of  the  year  1797  ; 
and  it  is  urged,  that  as  there  is  equal 
reason  for  making  such  a  distribution, 
where  no  father  survives,  as  where  a 
father  does  survive,  the  intestate,  the 
court  ought,  upon  the  obvious  princple 
and  policy  of  thelaW|  to  supply  the  de- 
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liclency.  But  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  the  system  of  distributing  real  es- 
tates in  cases  of  intestacy,  is  an  en- 
croachment on  tlie  conmion  law;  and 
wherever  such  an  encroachmtnt  takes 
away  a  right,  whicli  would  otherwise 
be  vested  in  the  hen  at  law,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  should  not  be  extend- 
ed further,  than  it  is  carried  by  the  very 
words  ot  the  legislature. 

We  are,  upon  the  whole,  unanimous- 
ly, of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  below 
should  be  reversed;  and  that  judgment 
should  be  given  for  the  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror.    4  Dallas,  Rep.  64. 

And  in  Cresoe  v.  Laidley,  determined 
in  1810,  which  was  an  ejectment  for  a 
house  and  lot  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, under  the  following  circumstan- 
ces, which  were  stated  in  a  case  lor 
the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Samuel  ELlridge  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia died  intestate  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1804.  Seized  of  the  premises 
in  the  declaration  mentioned.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  his  wife  was  enseint 
of  a  son  who  was  born  on  the  day  of 

1804,  and  named  Samuel,  to 
whom  the  premises  descended,  and 
who  became  seized  thereof  The  wi- 
dow of  the  intestate  afterwards  inter- 
married with  yohn  Harland,  junr.  by 
whom  she  has  issue  a  son  now  living, 
shortly  after  whose  birth,  Samuel  El- 
dridge  the  younger  died  seized  of  tlie 
premises,  an  infant,  unmarried,  and 
without  issue,  leaving  the  following 
relations,  on  the  maternal  side,  viz.  a 
brother  oj  the  half  blood,  a  mother,  a  ma- 
ternal grandfather  and  grandmother. 
On  the  paternal  side  he  left, 

1st.  jfane  Sinith,  the  only  child  of  Eli- 
sha  Eldridge,  who  was  the  oldest  son  of 
Daniel  Eldridge,  the  oldest  son  ot  the 
intestate's  great  grandfather ;  and  Dan- 
iel Eldridge,  the  second  son  of  the  said 
Daniel 

2nd.  Thomas  Eldridge,  Williain  Eldridge 
and  Mary  Bishop,  the  children  of  Tho- 
mas  Eldridge,  the  second  son  of  the  said 
great  grandfather. 

3rd.  Martha  Gare/io?i,  the  daughter  of 
Esther,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  said 
great  grandfather. 

4th.  Zilpah  Hand  and^eAu  Eldridge, 
the  children  of  Eli  Eldridge,  who  was 
the  fourth  son  of  the  said  great  grand- 
father. 

5th.  Hannah  Cresoe  (the  plaintHf,)  a 
daughter  of  the  said  great  grandfather, 
and  the  intestate's  paternal  great  aunt. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  was,  whether  the  premises  de- 
scended to  the  heir  at  common  law,  or 
were  to  be  distributed  under  the  intes- 
tate laws  Qi  Ptnnsyhanias  and  if  the 


latter,  to  how  much,  if  any,  the  plain' 
tiff  was  entitled. 

After  an  elaborate  argument,  the 
opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered,  by, 
Tilghman,  C.  J.  The  court  are  to  gire 
their  opinion  on  a  case  stated,  the  ma- 
terial parts  of  which  may  be  comprised 
in  a  small  compass. 

Samuel  Eldridge  died  intestate,  sei- 
zed of  lands  in  fee  simple,  which  had 
come  to  him  by  descent  from  his  fa- 
ther. He  left,  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  a  mother,  a  brother  of  the  half 
blood  on  the  part  of  his  mother,  a  ma- 
ternal grandfather  and  grandmother,  a 
paternal  great  aunt  (the  plaintiif,)  and 
several  cousins,  children  of  paternal 
great  uncles  and  great  aunts.  The 
plaintiff  claims  one  fitth  part  of  Samuel 
Eldridge's  lands,  as  one  of  his  next  of 
kin.  The  defendant  holds  under  the 
heir  at  common  law.  The  question  is, 
whether  this  case  is  included  in  either 
of  the  acts  directing  the  descent  of  real 
estates  of  persons  dying  intestate. 

On  the  part  of  the  plamtitf  it  has 
been  contended,  that  this  case  is  includ- 
ed, not  within  the  words,  but  the 
spirit  and  intent  of  the  12th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  19th  April,  1794.  That 
section  is  in  these  words :  (see  the  12th 
sect,  of  the  act  in  the  text  )  The  case 
before  the  court  differs  from  this  sec- 
tion of  the  law  in  two  respects.  The 
intestate  left  a  mother,  and  a  brother 
of  the  half  blood.  The  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel get  over  this,  by  endeavouring  to 
prove  from  other  parts  of  the  law,  that 
neither  the  mother,  nor  brother  of  the 
half  blood  on  the  part  of  the  mother, 
can  take  any  thing  in  this  case,  where 
the  estate  descended  to  the  intestate 
from  his  father.  This  being  the  case, 
they  think  it  unreasonable  th.at  their 
existence  should  prevent  the  next  of 
kin  from  taking.  They  construe  the 
words  "  mother  or  brother  of  the  half 
blood,"  by  adding  to  them  the  words 
"  capable  of  taking  any  tiling  under 
this  act."  We  think  iliat  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  law  must  be  constru- 
ed, were  fixed  by  the  case  of  Johnson, 
V.  Haines,  f  supra,  J  decided  by  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  the  High  Court  of 
Errors  and  Appeals.  The  rule  there 
laid  down  by  C.  J.  M'Kean,  who  deliv- 
ered the  opinion  of  the  court,  was  that 
the  heir  at  common  law  should  take, 
except  in  the  specific  cases  enumerated 
in  the  act.  The  case  there  decided, 
was  full  as  hard  as  the  present.  There 
could  not  be  a  doubt  but  the  legislature 
would  have  included  it  in  the  act  of  19th 
April  1794,  if  it  had  occurred  to  them. 
But  the  decision  was  founded  on  wise 
principles.    It  tended  to  pioduce  certain- 
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1 794,  ty»  which  is  of  the  utmost  consequence 
L  ,_  _i  in  the  law  of  descents.  We  may  easily 
Jinow  the  law,  when  it  is  establislied  that 
the  heir  at  law  takes  in  every  case  not 
specitied  in  the  acts  of  assembly  ;  but 
there  will  be  no  end  to  difficulties,  if  we 
attempt  to  supply  the  omissions  of  the 
acts,  by  inserting  what  we  may  suppose 
to  have  been  intended  by  the  legislature. 
There  is  another  powerful  reason  for  the 
strict  construction  of  the  act  of  19th 
April,  1794:.  It  was  discovered  to  be  de- 
fective in  many  respects,  to  remedy  which, 
the  act  o£  4th  April,  1797,  was  passed. 
That  act  included  the  case  which  had  oc- 
curred in  yohnson  v.  Haines,  and  many 
other  omitted  cases :  but  it  made  no  al- 
teration in  the  12th  section  of  the  first 
act,  on  which  the  present  question  turns. 
Now  the  latter  act  being  made  for  the  ex- 
press  purpose  of  supplying  the  defects  of 
the  first,  it  must  be  supposed  that  the  first 
act  was  examined  with  great  attention, 
and  every  alteration  introduced,  which 
was  thought  accessary.  I  muke  no  doubt 
but  many  cases  are  still  unprovided  for,  be- 
cause they  were  unseen.  As  they  occur 
from  time  to  time,  they  may  be  included 
in  new  laws,  if  it  shall  be  judged  expe- 
dient. In  the  mean  time,  the  heir  at  com- 
mon  law  will  take  in  all  such  cases.  Upon 
the  whole,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  plamtiffis  not  entitled  to  recover,  be- 
cause she  has  not  brought  her  case  within 
either  of  the  acts  of  assembly. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant, — 2  Bin- 
ney,  27V. 

Where  lands  have  been  directed  to  be 
seld  by  the  Orphans'  Court  for  payment 
of  debts  of  an  intestate,  &..  the  surplus 
shall  be  distributable  as  real  estate,  Dill«r 
V.  Young,  executor  of  Diffende'fet,  Sup. 
Court,  December,  179f,  (MSS.  Reports,) 
see  §  20,  of  the  act  in  the  text. 

A  child  dying  intestate,  without  wife 
or  child,  the  father  takes  all  his  personal 
estate.  Robinson  v.  Robinson^s  executors. 
Sup.  Court,  December,  1799,  (MSS.  Re- 
ports.) 

A  brother  dying  intestate,  after  19th 
April,  1794,  leaving  neither  wife  nor  chil- 
dren,  his  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half 
blood,  are  entitled  to  equal  distributive 
shades  of  his  personal  estate  with  those 
of  the  full  blood,  the  act  of  19th  April, 
1794,  not  providing  for  this  cnse,  Pres- 
ton V.  Hoskins  and  others,  administrators 
of  Pennel,  Sup.  Court,  March,  1800, 
(MSS.  Reports.) 

One  died  intestate  in  1798,  unmarried, 
without  father,  mother,  brother  or  sister, 
leaving  uncles  and  aunts  on  the  father's 
and  mother's  side,  and  the  issue  of  some 
who  were  dead ;  the  whole  estate  goes 
to  such  uncles  and  aunts,  and  the  issue 
representing  such  as  are  dead,  equally, 
Walker^s  administrator  \ .  Stnith,  Supreme 
Court,  ^arch,  1803,  (MSS.  K»ports.) 


Jacob  Tohe  v;  William  and  John  Bar' 
net,  administrators  of  Henry  Barnet. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Northampton  county. 

Jacob  Tohe  the  appellant  married  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Barnet^  and  became 
indebted  to  his  father-in-law  in  a  consi- 
derable sum,  for  which  he  gave  his  bond 
with  warrant  of  attorney.  Judgment  w^s 
entered  against  Yoke,  and  executions  is- 
sued against  his  property,  both  in  the  life- 
time of  Barnet,  and  after  his  death,  but 
without  effect ;  the  principal  part  of  the 
judgment  remained  unsatisfied,  and  Tohe 
was  insolvent.  HenryBarnet  died  intes- 
tate ;  whereupon  an  inquest  of  partition 
was  awarded  by  the  Orphans'  Court;  and 
his  real  estate  not  being  susceptible  of  a 
division  into  as  many  parts  as  there  were 
claimants,  was  appraised  by  the  inquest, 
and  ordered  by  the  court  to  certain  of  the 
children  and  grand-children  upon  the 
terms  prescribed  by  law,  viz.  upon  their 
giving  good  security,  which  in  practice  is 
a  bond  and  recognizance,  to  pay  to  their 
other  children  their  equal  and  proportion- 
able part  of  the  appraised  value  of  the 
estate.  No  part  of  the  real  estate  was  or- 
dered to  Yoke  and  his  wife,  who  was  still 
living,  but  he  was  entitled  in  right  of 
his  wife  to  one-fifth  part  of  the  valuation. 

The  appellers,  who  were  sons  of  Henry 
Barnet,  and  to  each  of  whom  a  part  of 
the  real  estate  was  ordered,  petitioned  the 
Orphans'  Court  that  the  money,  which 
by  virtue  of  the  inquest  and  valuation  ac- 
crued  to  Tohe  in  right  of  his  wife,  might 
be  made  payable  to  them  as  administra- 
tors in  satisfaction  of  Yohe's  debt ;  or  that 
it  might  be  secured  m  some  other  way 
for  the  benefit  of  Barnet's  estate.  The 
Orphans'  Court  decreed  against  the  peti- 
tion ;  and  the  Circuit  Court,  upon  appeal, 
reversed  the  decree,  and  ordered  the  dis- 
tributive share  oiYohe  in  right  of  his  wife 
to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  due  on  the 
judgment,  and  that  giving  hi.m  credit 
therefor  should  be  deemed  a  full  payment 
to  him  in  right  of  his  wife. 

Tilghinati,  C  J.  after  stating  the  above 
facts,  proceeded  to  deliver  the  opinion  of 
the  court  as  follows. 

Many  exceptions  were  taken  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court,  but  on  the 
argument  they  were  reduced  to  two. 

1.  That  the  Orphans'  Court  had  no  ju- 
risdiction to  act  on  the  matter  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

2.  That  it  was  unjust  to  deduct  the 
husband's  debt  from  the  wife's  share  of 
her  father's  real  estate. 

1.  In  supporting  the  first  point,  it  was 
urged  that  the  Orphans*  Court  had  no  au- 
thority but  what  they  derived  from  the 
act  of  Assembly,  directing  them  to  maJ<e 
partition  of  the  intestate's  estate ;  and 
that  in  case  of  a  dispute  they  have  no 
mod€   of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  a 
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debt.  Bat  there  are  cases  in  which  the 
Orphans'  Court  must  take  upon  them- 
selves  to  decide  facts  incidental  to  the 
partition  of  an  estate.  For  instance,  if  a 
dispute  should  arise  concerning  the  am,ount 
of  an  advancement  made  by  the  intestate 
in  his  life  to  one  of  his  children,  partition 
cannot  be  completed  till  this  amount  be 
ascertained.  If  necessary,  facts  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  jury ;  so  that  there  seems 
to  be  no  difficulty  in  surmounting  this  port 
of  the  objection.  If  instead  of  a  debt  due 
from  Tohe  to  his  father-in-law,  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  father-in-law  an  advance* 
of  money  in  part  of  his  wife's  share  of 
the  estate,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Or- 
Ijhans'  Court  could,  and  must  have  de- 
ducted the  amount  of  the  advance.  The 
case  of  a  debt,  to  be  sure,  is  not  quite  the 
same ;  although  in  fact  this  debt  has 
drawn  as  much  from  the  estate  of  Henry 
Barnct  into  the  hands  of  his  son-in-law, 
as  if  it  had  been  an  actual  advance.  But 
inasmuch  as  Tohe  cannot  come  at  his 
wife's  sh^re  without  the  aid  of  the  Or- 
phans' Court,  I  see  no  reason  why  that 
court  may  not  deduct  what  appears  to  be 
due  from  him  to  the  other  heirs  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  where  if  he  once  gels 
hold  of  the  money  or  the  bond,  there  is 
reason  to  fear  that  payment  of  his  debt 
will  never  be  obtained.  1  speak  now, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  Tohe  is  entitled 
to  receive  the  amount  of  his  wife's  share, 
which  IS  the  second  point  for  considera- 
tion. 

%  The  Orphans'  Court  have  ordered  that 
a  bond  should  be  given  to  Tohe  m  right 
of  his  wife,  for  the  amount  of  her  share. 
It  is  said,  and  not  without  great  plausi- 
bility, on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  that 
this  bond  being  given  in  lieu  of  land, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of 
the  wife ;  that  if  the  bond  was  passed  im- 
mediately to  her,  and  she  should  survive 
her  husband,  it  would  be  her  absolute  pro- 
perty, and  that  it  is  hard  to  deprive  her  of 
this  chance.  There  certainly  may  be 
hardships  in  cases  of  the  kind,  which  pro- 
bably the  Legislature  were  not  aware  of, 
when  they  directed  the  mode  of  partition. 
But  we  must  take  the  law  as  we  find  it 
written.  There  is  no  ground  for  saying 
that  the  share,  thus  directed  o  be  paid  in 
money,  remains  for  any  intent  or  purpose, 
of  the  nature  (.f  real  estate.  It  is  con- 
verted comi)letely  into  personal  property. 
The  bond  would  be  altogether  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  husband.  He  might  release  it, 
assign  it,  or  dispose  of  it  in  any  way  he 
thought  proper.  It  is  to  be  regretted  the 
courts  in  this  state  are  not  vested  with 
the  power  exerc  sed  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  England,  of  insist  ng  on  some 
provision  for  the  wife,  when  the  husband 
applies  to  them  fcr  the  purpose  of  getting 
possesion  of  her  personal  property.  But 
ve  hiive  no  trace  of  any  such  exercise  of 


power  by  our  courts.  It  muat  be  taken 
for  granted  then,  that  they  poesess  no 
such  power.  That  being  the  case,  "Jacob 
Tohe  appears  to  be  substantially  the  own- 
er of  his  wife's  share.  If  it  was  payable 
in  cash,  he  would  have  a  right  to  demand 
it ;  and  being  in  fact  no  more  than  mo- 
ney to  be  secured  by  bond  payable  in  a 
time  to  be  fixed  by  the  Orphans'  Court, 
not  exceeding  twelvs  months  from  the 
partition,  1  am  constrainsd  to  consider  it 
as  his  property. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  equi- 
ty of  this  case  demands,  that  the  balance 
due  on  the  judgment  against  yAcoi  Tohe 
should  be  deducted  from  his  wife's  share, 
and  that  the  judgment  of  the  Circuit 
Courf  be  affirmed. 

Brackenridge  J.  concurred. 

Teates  J.  and  Smith  J.  gave  no  opinion, 
as  the  appeal  was  from  their  decision- 
1  Binney  358. 

The  following  case  occin'red  at  a  Cir- 
cuit Court,  at  Franklin  county,  Septem- 
ber, 1804,  before  Teates  and  Smith  Justi- 
ces, (MSS.  Reports.) 

Walter  Beatty  and  Nancy  bis  viife  v. 
Samuel  Smith. 

Debt  on  recognizance  in  the  Orphans' 
Court;  plea,  payment,  with  leave  to  give 
the  special  matters  in  evidence.  The  facts 
were  these. 

Samuel  Smith  father  of  Nancy,  plain- 
tiff's wife,  and  of  defendant,  died  in  1763, 
intestate,  seized  of  a  tract  of  408  3-4 acres, 
of  land,  leaving  a  widow,  four  daughters, 
and  one  son,  his  youngest  child,  the.i  aged 
six  years.  Nancy  the  plaintill,  was  the 
youngest  daugiuer,  and  then  aged  about 
seven  years-  The  family  were  brought 
up  together,  and  lived  on  the  land,  until 
the  daughters  were  severally  married. 
Nancy  married  in  1778.  The  defendant 
occupied  the  lands  afterwards  fnr  his  own 
use. 

On  the  4th  September,  1797,  the  plain- 
tiffs applied  for  a  p:trtition  or  valuation 
of  the  re^il  estate.  The  jury  finding  that 
the  same  t;uld  not  be  d'vided  without 
prejudice  to  the  whole,  made  a  valuation 
thereof,  and  the  defendant  accepted  the 
lands,  and  entered  into  recognizances  for 
the  payment  of  the  distributive  shares  of 
his  sisters,  on  27th  of  November. 

The  defendant  gave  notice  of  several 
matters,  for  which  he  claimed  set-offs. 

1st.  That  the  improvements  on  the 
land  made  since  the  death  of  the  intes- 
tate, until  the  lime  of  valuation,  being  ap- 
praised with  the  land,  he  claimed  to  be 
allowed  an  equivalent  therefor,  propor- 
tioned to  each  child's  share.  2d.  He  also 
claimed  an  allowance  for  taxes  paid  for 
the  real  estate  between  1780  and  1797. 
od.  Likewise  for  his  trouble,  costs  and 
expeiiues,  in  defending  an  ejectment 
brought  against  him,  according  to»  fami- 
ly agreement,  and  in  which  il)ere  was  a 
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If 94.  subsequent  eviction,  on  the  23d  April, 
t  ,_  -,  I  1799,  of  47  acres,  part  of  the  lands  ap- 
praised, and  for  the  taxes  paid  by  him  on 
those  47  acres.  This  was  excepted  to,  and 
after  argument; — By  t be  Court :  Unquts- 
tionably  the  recognizance  in  the  Orphans' 
Court,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  judgment 
The  interests  of  mmors,  as  well  as  persons 
of  full  age,  would  be  strangely  affected,  if  a 
doctrine  should  prevail,  that  while  they 
were  divested  of  their  interests  in  the  land, 
their  distributive  shares  of  the  valuation 
should  not  be  placed  on  a  secure  and  per- 
manent footing.  If  they  are  liable  to 
have  their  dividends  reduced,  by  circum- 
stances or  considerations  which  have  oc- 
curred anterior  to  the  recognizance  so- 
lemnly given,  they  will  be  but  badly  pro- 
tected by  the  law.  Why  was  not  this  de- 
fence set  up  by  the  son  in  the  Orphans' 
Court,  previous  to  their  decree,  and  his 
subsequent  recognizance  ?  Can  any  good 
reason  be  assigned  for  it.  We  cannot 
presume,  that  the  inquest  have  appraised 
valuable  permanent  improvements  made 
at  the  son's  expense,  as  the  property 
whereof  the  father  died  seized. 

The  testimony  on  the  two  first  items 
must  be  overruled.  As  to  the  two  last 
items,  which  have  happened  since  the  va- 
luation, as  it  is  said,  under  the  agreement 
of  the  family,  evidence  applicable  to  tlieia 
may  be  admitted. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
to  decree  a  sale  of  lands  for  payment  of 
debts,  though  thei«  are  no  minor  children  ; 
see  4  Dallas'  Rep.  451,  (note  1.) 

Where  one  administrator  receives  mo- 
Tiey  of  the  estate,  and  pays  it  over,  how 
his  account  shall  be  settled,  see  1  Dallas* 
Jiep.  311. 


A  creditor  taking  bond  from  an  execu. 
tor  or  administrator  discharges  the  old 
debt ;  and  the  executor  or  administrator, 
calling  himself  such  in  the  bo.td,  :s  sur- 
plusage. I  Dallas^  Jiep.  347,  (note  *) 

All  administrator  is  chargeable  with  in- 
terest, where  he  has  been  guilty  of  neglect 
in  not  putting  out  the  money  of  the  intes- 
tate, or  has  used  it  himself;  and  it  lies 
upon  him  to  shew  what  has  been  done 
with  it.  But  he  is  not  liable  for  interest 
until  after  twelve  months  from  the  intes- 
tate's death.  1  Binney,  194,  (see  vol.  1, 
pa.  88.) 

An  executor  who  receives  the  surplus 
proceeds  of  his  testator's  land,  which  has 
been  sold  under  execution,  is  chargeable 
with  them  in  account  as  executor,  not- 
withstanding he  is  husband  of  the  devi- 
see of  one  half  the  estate,  and  claims  to 
have  received  them  in  that  character.  2 
Binney,  294. 

If  an  executor  purchase  the  real  estate 
of  his  testator  at  Sheriff's  sale,  and  it  is 
afterwards  sold  again,  in  consequence  of 
his  not  adhering  to  his  purchase,  iie  is 
chargeable  in  account  with  the  largest  of 
the  sums  at  which  it  was  struck  off.  2 
Binney,  294. 

It  tiiere  are  errors  in  an  account  report- 
ed by  auditors  to  the  Orphans'  Court,  and 
contirmed  by  their  decree;  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  an  appeal,  will  rectify  them 
as  the  Orphans'  Court  should  have  done, 
and  not  set  aside  the  whole  account.  The 
auditors  are  mere  clerks.  2  Binney,  296. 

If  a  devisee,  or  one  of  the  heirs,  loses 
his  lands  by  an  execution,  he  is  entitled  to 
a  contribution  from  the  owners  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  testator's  lands.  2 
Binney,  2<i9. 


I*  Cbap, 


CHAPTER   MDCCXLI. 

An  ACT  to  suspend.,  for  the  tvne  therein  mentioned.,  part  of  an  act., 
entitled  "  Afi  act  to  appropriate  certain  smns  of  money.,  for  the 
laying'  out.,  opening  and  improving  sundry  roads  zuithin  this  com- 
viomvealthy  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned^''  and  to 
confrm  part  of  a  road  laid  out  in  pursuance  of  said  act.    (*J 

WHEREAS,  in  and  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropri- 
ate certain  sums  of  money  for  the  laying  out,  opening  and  improv- 
ing sundry  roads  within  this  commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  onfe  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted, 
that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  viewing  and 
laying  out  a  road  from  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  York,  in  York 
county,  through  West-Chester  and  Strasburg,  and  crossing  the  Sus- 
quehanna at  the  place  commonly  called  the  Blue  Rock :  And 
whereas  it  appears,  as  well  from  the  representations  of  a  great  num- 


17? 


ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  as  otherwise,    1 794. 
that  the  opening  of  a  certain  part  of  the  said  road  would  be  not  only   ^— v— ^ 
burthensome  and  oppressive,  but  at  present  useless,  as  there  is  not, 
neither  can  there  be,  established  any  convenient  ferry  over  the  Sus- 
quehanna, at  the  Blue  Rock  aforesaid  : 

Sect.   i.    Be  it  enacted   by  the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
juety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  a  ceitain 
so  much  of  the  aforesaid  road,  directed  to  be  laid  out  from  Phiia-  IT.  '^°"  "^' 
delphia  to  the  borough  of  York,  as  lies  between  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  the  village  of  Strasburg,  is  hex"eby  confirmed,  as  viewed 
and  laid   out,  agreeably  to   the  report,  and  supplementally  report, 
made  on  that  part  of  the  said  road  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
monwealth; and  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  respective  And  to  be 
counties,  through   which  the   said  road  passes,  are  hereby  autho-  °''*" 
rized  and  required  to  cause  the  same  to  be  opened  agreeably  to  the 
said  reports,  and  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth  :   Provided  Part  of  same 
always,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  confirm   or  IT.  ^"^"^^ 
authorize  the  opening  of  that  part  of  said  road,  which  lies  between 
the   village   o±  Strasburg  and  the  borough  of  York,  but  the  same 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  suspended,  until  a  permanent  bridge  shall  be 
built  over  the  Susquehanna,  at  or  near  the  Blue  Rock.*  (*  chap. 

Passed  19th  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  236. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXLIV. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  erect-  [origi:i;.i 
ing  the  toxvn  of  Carlisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  into  a  bo-  pa.' 17.3" 
rough,  for  regulating  the  buildings,  preventing  nuisances  and 
encroachments  on  the  commons,  squares,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys 
of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  jnentioyied^''  passed 
the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two. 

Sect.  1.  [HOW  taxes  may  be  assessed  and  levied,  to  im- 
prove the  police  of  Carlisle.  2.  Accounts  how  to  be  kept.  3.  Mo- 
nies to  be  paid  over,  on  a  change  of  borough  officers.] 

Passed  19th  April,    1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  24S. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXLVI. 

An  ACT  ybr  the  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  of  unlaw-  [See  notes  to 
ful  gaming,  and  to  restrain  disorderly  sports  and  dissipation.      voK'2/i)ag« 

WHEREAS  the  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
prevention  oi  vice  and  immorality,  and  of  unlawful  gaming,  and  to 
restrain  disordei'ly  sports  and  dissipation,"*  passed  the  twenty-fiitii  ^337*1^^' 
of  September,  one   thousand  seven  hundred  and   eic;htv-s'x,  will  set  the  ace 

.,.■....  ...  "  .   •'  against  mas- 

soon  expire  by  its  limitation,  and  it  is  proper  and  requisite  to  con-  queraaw. 

Vol.  IIL  Z 
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tinue  or  supply  the  same,  with  certain  additional  alterations  and 
amendments,  the  better  to  secure  the  execution  thereof:  Therefore, 
Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
niety  Old  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
^"e  Lw-d's  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  if  any  person  shall  do 
^unished7  °^'  perform,  any  worldly  employment  or  business  whatsoever  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  commonly  called  Sunday,  works  of  necessity  and 
[See  vol.  1,  charity  only  excepted,  or  shall  use  or  practise  any  unlawful  game, 
hunting,  shooting,  sport  or  diversion  whatsoever,  on  the  same  day, 
(So  much  of  and  be  convicted  thereof,  every  such  person,  so  offending,  shall,  for 
as're\ates°to  cvcry  such  offeuce,  forfeit  and  pay  four  dollars,  to  be  levied  by  dis- 
thenVcessa-  trcss  ',  ov  in  casc  he  or  she  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said 
sunday.'^fn'"  sum,  or  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found,  whereof  to  levy  the 
the  city.dis-  same  by  distress,  he  or  she  shall  suffer  six  days  imprisonment  in  the 
southwaik^  house  of  Correction  of  the  proper  county :  Provided  always,  That 
Noithem-  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  dressing 
repeaiedV'  of  victuals  in  private  families,  bake-houses,  lodging-houses,  inns, 
2sth"P'^^''  and  other  houses  of  entertainment,  for  the  use  of  sojourners,  travel- 
March,  1805,  lers  or  strangers,  or  to  hinder  Avatermen  from  landing  their  passen- 
whattinn  s  S^^^f  ^^  ferrymen  from  carrying  over  the  water  travellers,  or  per- 
nwybeiaw-  sons  removing  with  their  families,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  commonly 
that  day.  called  Sunday,  nor  to  the  delivery  of  milk,  or  the  necessaries  of  life, 
before  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  nor  after  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  of  the  same  day. 
Profane  curs-  Sect.  II.  Be  it  firther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
in|,°how**'"  if  ^"^y  person  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  or  upwards,  from  and  af- 
fVoi!i!p'aee  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^7  ^^  August  ncxt,  shall  profanely  curse  or  swear  by 
6-7-J  the  name  of  God,  Christ  Jesus,  or  the  Holy  Ghost,  every  person, 

so  offending,  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  sixty-seven  cents  for  every  such  profane  curse  or  oath ;  and  in 
case  he  or  she  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  forfeiture,  or 
goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found,  whereof  to  levy  the  same  by 
distress,  he  or  she  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  of 
the  proper  county,  not  exceeding  twenty-four  houi's,  for  every  such 
offence  of  which  such  person  shall  be  convicted ;  and  whosoever, 
of  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  or  upwards,  shall  curse  or  swear  by  any 
other  name  or  thing  than  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  convicted  there- 
of, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  for^y  cents  for  every  such  curse 
or  oath ;  and  in  case  such  offender  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  satisfy 
such  forfeiture,  or  no  goods  or  chattels  can  be  found,  whereof  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress,  he  or  she  shall  be  committed  to  the  house 
of  correction  of  the  proper  county,  not  exceeding  twelve  hours,  for 
every  such  offence. 
Drunken.  Sect.  III.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 

!'X  ^^  ^"^^  person,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  shall 
intoxicate  him  or  herself,  by  the  excessive  drinking  of  spirituous, 
vinous,  or  other  strong  liquors,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof,  he 
or  she  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  cents  for  every 
such  offence ;  or  if  such  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  satisfy  the 
said  forfeiture,  or  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found,  whereof  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress,  he  or  she  shall  be  committed  to  the  house 
of  correction  of  the  proper  county,  not  exceeding  twenty-four  hours. 
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Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  mithority  aforesaid,    1794. 
That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  severally  throughout  this   *'-'^— -^ 
state,  every  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  within  his  ^ho^m  pro- 
district,  every  Associate  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  j^r'lhu^ct' 
and  every  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  his  county,  the  Mayor  and  may  be  had. 
Aldermen  of  the   city  of  Philadelphia,  and  each  of  them,  Avithin 
the  limits  of  said  city,  and  each  burgess  of  a  town  corporate,  with- 
in his  borough,  are  hereby  empowered,  authorized  and  required  to 
proceed  against  and  punish  all  persons  offending  against  this  act,  and 
every  person  who  shall  profane  the  Lord's  day,  or  who  shall  pro- 
fanely curse  or  swear,  or  who   shall  intoxicate  him  or  herself,  as 
mentioned   in  the  next  preceding  section  of  this  act;  and  for  that  ^l^'i^l^l'^ 
purpose  each  of  the  said  Justices  or  Magistrates  severally  may  and  to  convict. 
shall  convict  such  offenders,  upon  his  own  view  and  hearing,  or  shall 
issue,  if  need  be,  a  warrant,  summons  or  capias  (according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case)  to  bring  the  body  of  the  person  accused 
as  aforesaid  before  him;  and  the  same  Justices  and  Magistrates  re- 
spectively shall,  in  a  summary  way,  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the 
accusation,  and   upon   the  testimony  of  one  or  more  credible  wit- 
nesses, or  the  confession  of  the  party,  shall  convict  the  person  who 
shall  be   guilty  as   aforesaid,  and  thereupon  shall  proceed  to  pro- 
nounce the  forfeiture  incurred  by  the  person  so  convicted,  as  herein 
befoi-e  directed;  and  if  the  person  so  convicted  refuse  or  neglect  to  ofthefvie. 
satisfy  such   forfeiture  immediately,  with  costs,  or  produce  goods  ^' 
and  chattels,  whereon  to  levy  the  said  forfeiture,  together  with  costs, 
then  the  said  Justices  or  Magistrates  shall  commit  the  offender  with- 
out bail  or  mainprize,  to   the  house  of  correction  of  the  county 
wherein  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  during  such  time  as  is  herein 
before  directed,  there  to  be  fed  upon  bread  and  water  only,  and  to 
be   kept  at   hard  labour ;  and  if  such  commitment  shall  be  in  any 
county  wherein   no  distinct  house  of  correction  hath  been  erected, 
then  the   offender  shall  be   committed  to  the  common  gaol  of  the 
county,  to   be  therein   fed   and   kept  at  hard  labour,  as  aforesaid  : 
And  every  such  conviction  may  be  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  Be  Jon^cUo'!!^ 
it  remembered,  that  on   the  day  of  in   the  year 

of  A.  B.  of  count}',  labourer,  (or  otherwise, 

as  his  or  her  rank,  occupation  or  calling,  may  be,)  is  convicted  be- 
fore me,  being  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  (or  one  of  die 
aldermen  or  burgesses  of  the  city  or  borough  of  the  in 
the  county  of  )  of  swearing  profane  oaths,  by  the  name 
of  (or  otherwise,  as  the  oflence  and  case  may  be,)  and  I 
do  adjudge  him  (or  her)  to  forfeit  for  the  same  the  lum  of 
cents.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the,  day  and  year  aforesaid, 
Provided  always.  That  every  sucli  prosecution  be  c(jnunenced  within 
seventy-two  hours  after  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid  cenam  of- 

J  r  I        r  1  i-     *  fences  how 

That  if  any  person  or  persons,  after  the  hrst  day  ot  August  next,  punished, 
cause  to  fight  any  cock  or  cocks,  for  money,  or  any  other  valuable 
thing,  or  shall  promote  or  encourage  any  match  or  matches  of 
cock-fighting,  by  betting  thereon,  or  shall  play  at  any  match  of 
bullets  in  any  place,  for  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  on  any 
..public  highway,  with  or  without  a  bet,  or  shall  play  at  cards,  dice. 
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1794.  billiards,  bowls,  shuffle-boards,  or  any  game  of  hazard  or  addres?, 
u— y— ^  for  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  every  such  person,  so  offend- 
ing, shall,  upon  completion  thereof  before  any  Justice  or  Magis- 
trate as  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  three  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fence ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  enter,  start,  or  run  any 
horse,  mare  or  gelding,  for  any  plate,  prize,  wager,  bet,  sum  of 
money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  every  such  person,  so  offending, 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  as  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  twentj^  dollars. 

Sect.   vi.  And  whereas  games  of  address,  hazard,  cock-fight- 
ing, bullct-pla^-ing,  and  horse-racing,  are  frequently  promoted  and 
held  at  or  near  to  taverns,  or  other  public-houses,  as  well  licensed 
as  tippiing-houses,  and  the  houses  of  persons  who  retail  spirituous 
fs^-'-Le"-  hquors,  or   other  strong  drinks:    Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
exz.  Kc.  v/ho  authoritu  aforesaid.  That  if  anv  tavt;rn-keeper,  public  house-keeper, 

promote  '^  ••'...  ,  '        ,  -i  r-        •  •    • 

Kamingat     keeper  ot  a  tipplmg-house,  or  other  r«;tailer  or  wme,  spirituous  or 
tiieir  houses,  ^^j^^^  Strong  drink,  shall  incite,  promote,  or  encourage  any  games 
of  address,  hazard,  cock-fighting,  bullet-playing,  or   horse-racing, 
whereat  any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  shall  be  betted,  staked, 
striven  for,  won   or  lost,  or  shall  furnish  any  wine,  spirituous  li- 
quors, beer,  cvder,  or   other  strong  drink,  to  any  of  the  persons 
who  shall  be   assembled  or  attending  upon  any  game  of  address, 
hazard,  or  cock-fighting,  bullet-playing,  or  horse-racing,  as  afore- 
said, or  shall  permit  or  allow  of  any  kind  of  game  of  address  or 
hazard,  playing,  betting  or  gaming,  for  money,  or  other  thing  of 
value  whatsoever,  either  at  cards,  dice,   billiards,  bowls,  shuffle- 
board,  or  any  game,  device,  or  manner,  to  be  practised,  played,  or 
carried  on  within  his  or  her  dwelling-house,  out-house,  shed,  or  place 
in  his  or  her  occupancy,  every  such  tavern-keeper,  keeper  of  a  public- 
house,  keeper  of  a  tippling-house,  or  retailer  of  wine  or  spirituous 
liquors,  beer,   cyder,  or  other  strong  drink,  who  shall  be  legally 
thereof  convicted  before  any  of  the  Justices  or  Magistrates,  as  afore- 
said, or  in  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,    held  for  the  city  or  county 
wherein  the   offence  shall  be  committed,  sh.dl  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
Forfeiture  of  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars  ;   and  if  such  con- 
licence.         ^j^.^.  ^^  ^  licensed  public  house-keeper,  or  retailer  of  wine  or  spirit- 
in  case  of  a  uous  liquors,  Or  beer,  the  licence  of  such  person  shall  be  thereupon 
fence''  '^      "^^  '^"^  void,   and  such  offender  shall  be  incapable  of  being  again 
licensed  in  like  manner,  for  one  year  thereafter ;  and  upon  a  second 
conviction  of  the  like  offence,   such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty- eight  dollars,  and  be  for  ever  incapable  of  being  a 
public  house-keeper  or  retailer,  as  aforesaid,  within  this  state  :  Pro- 
Appeaiai-     vidcd  alivays^  That  where  any  such  licensed  public  house-keeper  or 
the^nvk-    retailer  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  convicted,  as  aforesaid,  before  any 
»uat\Iu'^    one  Justice  or  other  Magistrate,  shall  think  himself  or  herself  ag- 
grieved by  such   conviction,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  li- 
censed public  house-keeper  or  retailer  to  appeal  to  the  next  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  ot  the  Peace,  to  be  held  for  the  city  or  county 
wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  (and  not  after,)  which  said 
court  sh  ill  thereupon  proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  hear  and  de- 
termme  the  said   appeal,  and  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  proceedings 
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had  before  the  said  Justice  or  other  Magistrate,  and  the  determina-     1 794. 
tion  oi  the  said  court  shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  ^— ^>-*> 

Sect.  vii.  And  whereas  divers  persons,  who  kept  inns,  taverns, 
and  other  public-houses,  under  pretence  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  raising  and  collecting  of  money  on  the  specified 
articles   therein  mentioned,  for  the  support  of  government,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"*  passed  the  twentieth  of  March,  (.  chap, 
one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  whereby  an  annual  JepIaTei; 
tax  is  laid  on  every  possessor  of  any  billiard-table,  have  set  up  bil- 
liard-tables  in  their  dwcdling-houses,  or  out-houses    appertaining 
thereto,  wherebv  the  purposes  of  the  act  aforesaid  have  been  frus- 
trated, and  di\ers  idle  and  disorderly  persons  do  assemble  at  such 
billiard -tables,   and  do  there  rnispend  thi.ir  time,  and  waste  their 
substance,  by  playing  for  sums  of  money,  and  by  betting  on  the  suc- 
cess of  those  who  game  thereat :  For  remedy  whereof.  Be  it  enact- 
ed b7j  the  authority  aforesaid^  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Keeping 
August  next,   no  billiard-table,  E.  O.  table,  or  other  device,  fol-  the  tabiesfE.o. 
purpose  of  gaming  for  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  shall  be  sei  othcrdevice 
up,  kept  or  maintained  in  any  dwelling-house,  out-house,  or  place  for  Kaming, 

*  ji  ,  •!  'I'll  tow  punish- 

occupied  by   any  tavern-keeper,   mn-keeper,   puolic  house-keeper,  ed, 
retailer  of  wine,  spirituous   liquors,   beer  or  cyder,  whether  such 
person  have  a  licence,  or  keep  a  tippling-house,  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing eveiy  such  billiard-table,  E.  O.  table,  or  other  device,  and  of 
forfeiting  moreover  the  sum  of  twenty-six  dollars,  upon   conviction 
thereof  beiore  any  justice  or  magistrate,  as  aforesaid,  or  in  any  court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the   peace,  or  of  O^'er  and  Terminer  and 
General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  for  the  city  or  county  wherein  the  of- 
fence shall  je  committed.     And  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  Licences  not 
Quarter    Sessions,  upon  application  to  them  for  a  licence  to  keep  a  ,op|r^''o^s'^'^ 
tavern,  or  other  public-house,  shall,  if  they  see  cause,  enquire,  by  '^fbrs"|r"*^'' 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  witnesses,  or  otherwise,  whether  such  ap-  ether  device. 
plicant  do  keep  any  such  billiard-table,  E.  O.  table,  or  other  device 
for  gaming,  within  his  or  her  dwelling-house,  out-house,  or  other 
place  withm  such   person's  occupancy  ;  and  if  it  does  not  appear 
plainly  to  the  judges  aforesaid   that  such  person,  so  applying,  hath 
no  such  device  for  gaming  in  his  or  her  possession  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  judges  shall  not  recommend  such  person  to  the  Governor  for  a 
licence  ;  and  no  licence   issued  to  any  person,  who  shall  possess  as 
aforesaid   any  such  billiard-table,  E.  O.  table,  or  other  device  for 
gaming,  shall  be  of  any  force  or  avail,  but  the  same  shall  be  void  to 
all  intents  and  pui'poscs  ;  Frovidtd  alxvays,.  That  the  person  or  per-  Appeal 
sons  offending  against  the  provision  ot  this  section  shall  be  entitled  *''""'"^- 
to  the  like  appeal,  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the  sixth  section  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^  of  money 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shad  lose  any  money  or  other  valu-  °*' "'**"''' 
able  thing,  at  or  upon  any  match  of  cock-fighting,  bullet-playing,  or 
horse-racing,  or  at  or  upon  any  game  of  address,  game  of  hazard, 
play  or  game  whatsoever,  the  person  or  persons,  who  shall  lose  their 
money,  or  other  valuable  thmg,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  pay  or 
make  good  the  same  ;  and  every  contract,  note,  bill,  bond,  judg- 
ment, mortgage,  or  other  security  or  conveyance  v.hatsoever,  given, 
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1 794.  granted,  drawn  or  entered  into,  for  the  security  or  satisfaction  of 
*— V— '  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  none  ef- 
fect. 
Loserhaving  Sect.  IX.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
money %ay  That  if  any  persou  or  persons  shall  lose  any  money,  or  other  thing 
backr'"  of  value,  at  or  upon  any  game  of  address,  or  of  hazard,  or  other 
play,  and  shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  per- 
son or  persons,  so  losing  and  paying,  or  delivering  the  saiTie,  shall 
have  a  right,  within  ten  days  then  next  or  thereafter,  to  sue  for  and 
recover  the  money  or  goods  so  lost  and  paid,  or  delivered,  or  any 
part  thereof,  from  the  respective  winner  or  winners  thereof,  with 
costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt  or  case,  for  the  value  of  the  money 
or  thing  so  lost,  founded  on  this  act,  to  be  prosecuted  in  any  court 
of  record,  or  where  the  value  is  under  a  sum  that  may  be  recovered 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  commonwealth,  subject 
to  an  appeal,  as  in  other  cases,  in  which  action  no  essoin,  protection, 
or  wager  of  law,  nor  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  admitted, 
and  in  which  actions  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs to  allege,  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  is  or  are  indebted  to 
him,  her  or  them,  or  hath  or  have  received  to  his,  her  or  their  use, 
the  money  so  lost  and  paid,  or  converted  the  goods  won  of  him,  her 
or  them,  to  the  use  of  the  defendant  or  defendants,  whereby  the  ac- 
tion of  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  accrued  to  him,  her  or  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  this  act,  without  setting  forth  the  special 
matter. 

[Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by    the  authority  aforesaid^ 

femUng  a"    That  if  any  person  within  this  commonwealth  shall  challenge,  by  word 

challenge  to  qj.  writing,  the  person  of  another  to  fight  at  sword,  rapier,  pistol,  or 

other  deadly  weapon,  such  person,  so  challenging,  shall  forfeit  and 

pay  for  every  such  offence,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted  in  any 

court  of  recoi-d  within  this  commonwealth,  by  the  testimony  of  one 

or  more  witnesses,  or  by  the  confession  of  the  party  offending,  the 

sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  or  shall  suffer  twelve  months 

imprisonment,  without  bail  or  mainprize  ;  and  the  person  who  shall 

accept  any  such   challenge  shall,   in  like  manner,  upon  conviction, 

such^ch'ai-"^  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  or  suffer 

lenge ;         such  imprisonment  for  and  during  six  months  ;  and  if  any  person 

shall  willina-ly  and  knowingly  carry  and  deliver  any  written  chal- 

oncarrymg  p  J  o  /  •'  J       , 

sachchau     lengc,  or  shall  verbally  deliver  any  message,  purporting  to  be  a 
*°^* '         challenge,  or  shall  consent  to  be  a  second  in  any  such  intended  duel, 
3ent?ng'^°o  be  and  shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they,  so 
the  duel.'"    offending,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  or   suffer   six  months  imprisonment 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  moreover  the  person  challenging,  and  the  person 
accepting  the  challenge,  the  person  delivering  the  same,  and  the  per- 
son consenting  to  become  a  second  to  either  of  the  parties,  shall,  for 
[Supplied  by  cvcry  such  offcnce,  forfeit  and  be  deprived  of  all  the  rights  of  citi- 
ilfarch,  i806j  zenship  within  this  commonwealth,  for  the  space  of  seven  years  af- 
27170]         ter  conviction.] 

Sect.  xi.  And  whereas  a  great  abundance  of  taverns  and  pubUc- 
''a^eTsV'    houses  for  the  vending  of  spirituous  liquors  has  been  found  to  pro- 
mote habits  of  idleness  and  debaucherv  :  To  the  end  that  the  num- 
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ber  thereof  be  determined  by  the  measure  of  real  utility  and  aeces-    1794. 
sity,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Judges  of  ^•— y— -^ 
the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  seve-  Jf^ve^s"" 
ral  counties   within  this  commonwealth,  respectively,  shall  at  their  iin»ited. 
first  session  in  the  year  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  and  at  the  first  session  of  every  year  thereafter,  limit  and  de- 
clare the  number  of  taverns  and  public-houses  as  aforesaid,  which 
only  may  be  licensed  for  the  year  following  such  sessions  within  the 
said  city  and  counties,  respectively  ;  the  said  Judges,  in  the  distri-  Distribution 
butions  of  their  recommendations  to  the  Governor  for  licences  to 
keep  such  taverns  and  public-houses,  having  regard  to  the  particu- 
lar neighbourhoods  and  situations,  the  most  suitable  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  inhabitants  and  travellers ;  and  the  said  Judges  are 
hereby  authorized  to  issue  their  recommendation  as  afoi-esaid,  as 
far  as  the  number  so  limited  and  declared. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Appropn. 
That  one  moiety  of  the  forfeitures  in  money,  accruing  and  becoming  forfeUu.'i^^ 
due  for  any  offence  against  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Overseers  "^^^^  ^^^ 
of  the  Poor  of  the  cit)^,  borough  or  township,  wherein  the  offence 
shall  be  committed,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  thereof,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  prosecute   and  sue  for 
the  same  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  such  city  or  other  place  shall  not- 
withstanding, be   admitted  witnesses,  to  testify  against  any  person 
who  shall  be  prosecuted  for  any  offence  by  virtue  of  this  act :  Pro-  Limitation 
vided  alxvays.  That  no  person  shall  be  prosecuted  or  convicted  for  °;c^[°^'^'^" 
any  offence  against  this  act,  unless  such  prosecution  be  commenced 
within  thirty  days  after  the  offence  has  been  committed. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Repeaiof 
That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  August  next,  the  act,  en-  ^^«  f°'''"" 
titled,  "  An  act  for  the  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  of 
unlawful  gaming,  and  to  restrain  disorderly  sports  and  dissipation," 
and  every  article,  clause  and  thing,  therein  contained,  and  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  Assembly  which  were  thereby  repealed,  shall  be  repeal- 
ed, and  become  null  and  void  ;  and  that  this  act,  and  every  thing 
herein  contained,  shall  then  and  thereupon  be  in  full  force  and 
vii-tue.*  (*  f  ii»p- 

1237.^ 

Passed  22d  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.   page  278- 


CHAPTER  MDCCXLIX. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the ,.     ^ 

support  of  the  scovernment  of  thts  commonwealth.  is63,aiite. 

rr  J  o  J  page  26.  J 

WHEREAS  it  is  not  only  proper,  but  just,  that  persons  de- 
dicating their  time  solely  to  the  public  service  should  have  a  reason- 
able compensation  for  the  same  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  etiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tive9  of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Yearly  ai- 
sum  of   five  hundred  (Jf^ll^rs  be  allowed,  per  a7inum.  to  the  clerk  the^i'e'rVsV 
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1794. 


Allowance 
to  the  ser- 
geants at 
arms  and 
doorkeep- 
en. 


itepeal  of 
the  former 
acts  on  the 
same  subject, 


of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  and  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  allowed,  per  anmim^  to 
the  assistant  clerk  of  the  Senate  and  Hous;  of  Representatives,  re- 
spectively ;  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  respective  appoint- 
ments ;  and  also  the  sum  of  four  dollars  per  diem  during  the  session 
of  that  branch  of  the  legislature,  for  which  they  respectively  offi- 
ciate. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  following  compensation  shall  be  allowed  to  the  officers 
herein  after  mentioned,  viz.  to  the  sergeivnt  at  arms,  and  doorkeep- 
er of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  two 
dollars  per  diem^  during  the  session,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  j&er  a7inum^  for  extra  services  :  to  commence  from  the  time 
of  their  appointment. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  as  makes  an 
allowance  to  the  clerk,  and  assistant  clerk,  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Repi-esentatives,  respectively,  and  to  the  sergeant  at  arms  and 
doorkeeper  of  the  said  two  houses,  respectively,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  22(1  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  269. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLV. 


jSee notes  to  Au  AC  1  to  prevent  the  receivinsc  «^^'/  more  applications^  or  issuins[ 

chaj..  1083,  '  .  ...^  •/  ■  r        1       J        •*!  •      *l- 

vol.2,  page        any  more  xvarrants^  except  in  certain  cases^  jor  land  within  tins 
cKS'*      commomvealtlu 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  tlie  same.  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  applications  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  the  Land-Office  for  any  unimproved  land  Within  that  part 
of  this  commonwealth,  commonly  called  the  New  Purchase,  and 
the  Triangular  Tract  upon  Lake  Erie. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  warrant  shall  issue  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  next,  for 
any  land  within  that  part  of  this  commonwe.dth,  comma  dy  called 
the  New  Purchase,  and  the  Triangular  Tract  upon  Lake  Erie,  ex- 
cept in  favour  of  persons  claiming  the  same  by  virtue  of  some  set- 
tlement and  improvement  being  made  thereon  ;  and  that  all  applica- 
tions for  lands  that  may  remain  on  the  files  of  the  Land- Office,  af- 
ter the  said  fifteenth  day  of  June  next,  and  for  which  the  purchase 
money  shall  not  have  been  paid  on  that  day,  shall  be  null  and  void : 
provided,  however,  that  applications  may  be  received,  and  warrants 
may  issue,  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  in  favour  of  any  person  or  persons  to  v/hom 
any  balance  or  balances  may  be  due  in  the  Land-office,  on  unsatisfi- 
ed warrants  issued  before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,   for  such  quantity  of  land 


No  more  ap- 
plications to 
be  re  eived 
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respectively  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge  such  balance  or   ba-     1 794, 
lances  :  Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  con-    Sn^y—^ 
strued,  as  that  warrants,  except  those  wherein  the  land  is  particularly 
described,   shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  title  of  the  claim  of  any 
person  having  made  an  actual  improvement  before  such  warrant  is 
entered  and  surveyed  in  the  deputy  surveyor's  books. 

^^Passed  22d  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  322. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLVI. 

An  ACT  to  erect  election  districts  in  Delaware  comity* 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  second 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Concord,  di1tric"of 
Birmingham,  Thornbury,  Ashton,  Bethel,  and  Upper  Chichester,  ^^^^^^^ 
are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  second 
election  district  in  said   county;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof   shall 
hold  their  annual  elections  at   the  house   now  occupied   by  Joshua 
Vernon,  in  the  township  of  Concord. 

Sect.   ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rhethird 
That  the  townships  of  Newton,    Edgemont,    Upper  Providence,  dlstrictV 
Marple,    and  Radnor,    are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  frect'^* 
district  to  be  called   the  third   election  district  in  the  said  countv  ; 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  William  Beaumont,  in  the  township  of  New- 
ton, in  said  county. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  fourth 
That  the  townships  of  Derby,  Upper  Derby,  Haverford,  Spring-  alstriaof 
field  and  Tinicum,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  dis-  ^^^^^^^^'^'^ 
tnct,  to  be  called  the  fourth  election  district  in  said  county;  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Samuel  Smith,  in  the  town  of  Derby. 

Passed  22d  April,  1794.— Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  V.  page  270, 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXI. 

An  ACT  for  vesting"  the  porvers  formerly  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  in  the  proper  departments  lender  the  present 
constitution  of  the  commonwealth. 

WHEREAS  during  the  continuance  of  the  late  constitution 
of  this  commonwealth,  divers  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  were 
passed,  whereby  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State,  or 
the  President  or  Vice-President  thereof,  were  vested  with  suhdry 
powers  and  authorities  in  such  acts  respectively  particularly  specifi- 
ed :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  such  of  the  said  powers  and 
authorities,  as  appertain  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Authority  of  the 

Vol.  IIT.  2  A 
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1 794.     government,  shall  be  expressly  transferred  to  the  Governor  of  this 
*"">""'   commonwealth:  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  h\  General  Assemblij 
The  powers  rtiet^  and  it  IS  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  *ame.  That 
ex*ut\Ve      ^"  ^^^  cases,  where,  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  the  Supreme 
vested  in  the  Executive  Council,  or  the  President  or  Vice-President  thereof,  is 
mentioned  as  having  power  and  authority  to  carry  the  same  into  ef- 
fect, the  Governor  for  the  time  being  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
or  the  President  or  the  Vice-President  thereof,  and  shall  have  and 
unless  other-  cxercisc  all  the  powers  in  them,  or  any  or  either  of  them  vested,  un- 
byiaw* &^c*  ^^^^  such  powers  have  been  and  are  by  law  vested  in  some  other  of- 
ficer or  officers,  person  or  persons,  or  shall  be  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  existing  constitution  of  the  commonwealth. 
Passed  22d  April,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  312. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Repeal  of  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sdme^  That 
act  fn  p^rt.  the  sixteenth  article  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act  be,  and 
iesefpaee^^'  ^^  hereby  repealed :  Provided^  That  the  President  and  Directors  of 
"j:)  the  said  Bank,    on  the  requisition  of  the  Legislature,  shall  furnish 

ments  to  the  Statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corpora- 
egis  a    e.  ^^^^^   ^^^  q£  ^^^  debts  due  to  the  same,  of  the  monies  deposited 
Of  public      therein,  of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand  ;    and 
accoSntsf  ^   the  Legislature  shall  have  a  right,    by  joint  committee,  to  inspect 
such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  Bank,  as  shall  relate  to 
the  said  statements  :  Provided  also ^  That  this  shall  not  be  construed 
to  imply  a  right  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  any  private  individutfl 
or  individuals. 

Passed  22d  Februarv,  1794.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.J)age  323, 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXVI. 

rseevoi.  2,    An  ACTybr  the  better  preventing  of  crimes^  and  for  abolishing  the 
ffhap.'isoso  pimishijient  of  death  in  certai?i  cases. 

and  tlie  notes 

thereto,]  WHEREAS  the  design  of  punishment  is  to  prevent  the  com- 

mission of  crimes,  and  to  repair  the  injury  that  hath  been  done  there- 
by to  society  or  the  individual,  and  it  hath  been  found  by  experi- 
ence, that  these  objects  are  better  obtained  by  moderate  but  certain 
penalties,  than  by  severe  and  excessive  punishments  :  And  whereas 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  government  to  endeavour  to  reform,  rather 
than  exterminate  offenders,  and  the  puni&hment  of  death  ought  ne- 
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ver  to  be  inflicted,  where  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  public     1794. 
safety :  Therefore,  ^--v~-^ 

Sect.   i.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  ^^ 
tives  of  the  commonxvealth   oj   Pennsylvania^  t?i  General  Assembly  mentof 
met^    and  it  is  hereby   ejiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   That  Hshed^exl 
no  crime  whatsoever,  hereafter   committed  (except   murder  of  the  "^rde^fthe 
first  degree,)  shall  be  punished  with  death  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl-  fi'"  degree. 
vania. 

Sect.  ii.  And  whereas  the  several  offences,  which  are  included 
under  the   general  denomination  of  murder,  differ  so  greatly  from 
each  other  in  the  degree  of  their  atrociousness,    that  it  is  unjust  to 
involve  them  in  the  same  punishment :  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  ^^^.^^^^^ 
authority  aforesaid^  That  all  murder,  which  shall  be  perpetrated  by  otthefiHjt 
means  of  poison,  or  by  lying  in  wait,  or  by  any  other  kind  of  wilful,   *'S''^^- 
delibei-ate  and  premeditated  killing,  or  which  shall  be  committed  in 
the  perpetration  or  attempt  to  perpetrate  any  arson,  rape,  robbery,  or 
burglary,  shall  be  deemed  murder  of  the  first  degree  ;  and  all  other  of  murder  of 
kinds  of  murder  shall  be  deemed  murder  in  the  second  degree ;  and  ^'^|*le°'"^ 
the  jury,  before  whom  any  person  indicted  for  murder  shall  be  tried, 
shall,  if  they  find  such  person  guilty  thereof,  ascertain  in  their  ver- 
dict, whether  it  be  murder  of  the   first  or  second  degree ;  but  if  and  how  to 
such  person  shall  be  convicted  by  confession,  the  court  shall  proceed,  ed,on  ver^'"" 
by  examination  of  witnesses,  to  determine  the  degree  of  the  crime,  fg's"i°n."'"* 
and  to  give  sentence  accordingly. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ '^^^^^^^^^l 
That  every  person  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for  petit  treason  shall  in  ed  agamst 
future  be  indicted,  proceeded  against,  and  punished,  as  is  directed  murders. 
in  other  kinds  of  murder.  ' 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  hif;h 
That  every  person  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  high  treason  shall 
be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  confinement  in  the  gaol  and  penitentiary- 
house  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  period  not  less  than  six,  nor  more  than 
twelve  years,  and  shall  be  kept  therein  at  hard  labour,  or  in  solitude, 
and  shall  in  all  things  be  treated  and  dealt  with  as  is  prescribed  by 
an  act,  entided  "  An  Act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  state," 
or  by  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  that  every  person  duly  convicted 
of  the  crime  of  arson,  or  as  being  an  accessary  thereto,  shall  be  sen-  of  arson; 
tanced  to  undergo  a  similar   confinement,  for  a  period  not  less  than 
five,  nor  more  than  twelve  years,  under  the  same  conditions  as  are 
herein  expressed  in  the  first  clause  of  this  section;  that  every  per-  of  rape, 
son  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  rape,  or  as  being  accessary  there- 
to before  the  fact,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  similar  confine- 
ment, for  a  period  of  time  not  less  than  ten  years,  nor  more  than 
twenty-one  years,  under  the  same  conditions  as  are  herein  expressed 
in  the  first  clause  of  this  section  ;  that  every  person  duly  convicted  Punisiurent 
of  the  crime  of  murder,  of  the  second  degree,  shall  be  sentenced  "^^'^g'^^n^^  ^"^ 
to  undergo  a  similar  confinement,  for  a  period  not  less    than   five  degree, 
years,  nor  more  than  eighteen  years,  under  the  same  conditions  as 
are  herein  expressed  in  the  first  clause  of  this  section. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofcounter. 
That  every  person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having,  after  the  pass-  feiting  and 
ing  of  this  act,  falsely  forged  and  counterfeited  any  gold  or  silver  "ounterfeit 
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1794.  coin,  which  now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  passing  or  in  circulation 
within  this  scate^  or  of  having  falsely  uttered,  paid,  or  tendered  in 
payment,  any  such  counterfeit  and  forged  coin,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  forged  and  counterfeit,  or  having  aided,  abetted,  or  command- 
ed the  perpetration  of  either  of  the  said  crimes,  or  shall  be  concern- 
ed in  printing,  signing,  or  passing  any  counterfeit  notes  of  the  Banks 
of  Pennsylvania,  North  America,  or  the  United  States,  knowing  them 
to  be  such,  or  altering  any  genuine  notes  of  any  of  the  said  Banks, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  confinement  in  the  gaol  and  peniten- 
tiary-house aforesaid  for  any  time,  not  less  than  four,  nor  more  than 
fifteen  years,  and  shall  be  kept,  treated  and  dealt  with  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid  ;  and  shall  also  pay  such  fine  as  the  court  shall  adjudge, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whosoever,  on  purpose  and  of  malice  aforethought,  by  lying 
in  wait,  shall  unlawfully  cut  out  or  disable  the  tongue,  put  out  an 
clause  of  this  eyc,  sHt  the  nose,  cut  off  the  nose,  ear  or  lip,  or  cut  off  or  disable 
theit  need  any  limb  or  member  of  another,  with  intention  in  so  doing  to  maim 
geJieralfn.  Or  disfigurc  such  person,  or  shall  voluntarily,  maliciously,  and  of 
lrd'ri°sfi"^""  purpose,  pull  or  put  out  an  eye,  while  fighting,  or  otherwise,  every 
gare ;  out  on  such  offender,   his  or    her  aiders,   abettors    and  counsellors,  shall 

the  sec(ind  '  -'.,  ii-- 

clause  there  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  confinement  m  the  gaol  and  penitentiary- 
parrieuiai-      house  aioresaid  tor  any  time  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  and  shall  be  kept,  treated  and  dealt  with  in  manner  aforesaid; 
and  shall  also  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand   dollars,  three 
fourth  parts  whereof  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  party  grieved. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of  any  voluntary  manslaughter, 
hereafter  committed,  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  an  imprison- 
ment, at  hard  labour  and  solitary  confin  ment,  in  the  gaol  and  peni- 
tentiary-house of  Philadelphia,  for  any  time  not  less  than  two,  nor 
^u/.  Sup.    more  than  ten  years,  and  to  give  security  for  his  or  her  c;ood  beha- 

Court,jHnua.      .  ,        .  ,.•;.  r  '       i  •  "^  i  •  i       °  , 

ry,i7os.  viour  during  lue,  or  tor  any  less  time,  according  to  the  nature  and 
p^r11]f"'  enormity  of  the  offence  ;  and  for  the  second  offence  shall  be  senten- 
ot  oiuntary  ccd  to  uudergo  an  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  and  solitary  confine- 
ment,  in  the  gaol  and  penitentiary-house  aforesaid,  for  any  time  not 
less  than  six,  nor  more  than  fourteen  years. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  wheresoever  any  person  shall  be  charged  with  involuntary  man- 
slaughter, happening  in  consequence  of  an  unlawiul  act,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Attorney- General,  or  other  person  prosecu- 
ting the  pleas  of  the  commonwealth,  with  the  leave  of  the  court,  to 
waive  the  felony,  and  to  proceed  against  and  charge  such  person  with 
a  misdemeanor,  and  to  give  in  evidence  any  act  or  acts  of  man-slaugh- 
ter ;  and  such  person  or  persons,  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  or  im- 
prisoned, as  in  cases  of  misdemeanor  j  or  the  said  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, or  other  person  prosecuting  the  pleas  of  the  commonwealth, 
may  charge  both  offences  in  the  same  indictment,  in  which  case  the 
jury  maj'  acquit  the  party  of  one,  and  find  him  or  her  guilty  of  the 
other  charge. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  claims  to  dispensation  from  punishment  by  benefit  of  clergy, 
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or  benefit  of  the  act   of  Assembly »  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  ad-     1794. 
vancement  of  justice,  and  more  certain  administration  thereof,"  (*)  ^      ^ 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  for  ever  abolished ;  and  every  person  con-  loso 
victed  of  any  felony,  heretofore  deemed   clergyable,  shall  undergo  Punishment 
an  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  and  solitary  confinement,  in  the  heretofore 
gaol  and  penitentiary-house  aforesaid,  for  any  time  not  less  than  six  '^'^'"SJ'*'^  ^* 
months,  and  not  inore  than  two  years,  and  shall  be  treated  and  dealt 
with  as  is  directed  in  the  act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  state, 
except  in  those  cases  where  some  other  specific  penalty  is  prescribed 
by  the   act  aforesaid  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  state,  or  by 
this  act. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  convkts  in 
That  every  person  convicted  in  any  county  in  this  state,  other  than  (eI..ci'.t"Sr 
Philadelphia  county,  of  any  crime  (except  murder  of  the  first  de-  ^""^^54^°^©- 
oree,)  which  now  is,  or  on  the  fifteenth  dav  of  September,  one  thou-  gi?'='^whjse 

1  1  IT  1-1  •  "    •  r  1  r    1         1      crimes  were 

sand  seven  hundred  and  eio-htv-six,  was  capital,  or  a  felony  or  death,  fon,>eii>  pu. 

.  ,  ,  r        r      ^  r   i  •        i  •  ,    •  •        nished  with 

Without  benefit  oi  clergy,  oroi  known^igly  uttenng  counterieit  com,  death,  &c. 
or  of  being  concerned  in  printing,  signing,  or  passing  any  counter-  edto'the°^' 
feit  notes  of  the  Banks  of  Pennsylvania,  North  America,  or  of  the  IhUadeiphia. 
United  States,  knowing  them  to  be   such,  or  of  altering  any  of  the 
genuine  notes  of  either  of  the  said  Banks,  shall  as  soon  as  possible, 
be  safely  removed  and  conveyed  by  the  Sheriff,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  commonwealth,  to  the  gaol  and  penitentiary-house  aforesaid, 
and  therein  be  kept  during  the   term  of  their  confinement,  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  terms  mentioned  in   the  thirty-fourth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  state  ;"  (*)  penalty  on 
and  every  Sheriff  who  shall  neglect  to  remove  and  safely  deliver  at  "e^^sSof 
the  gaol  aforesaid  such  convict,  within   forty  days  after  sentence   is  shentfsoto 
pronounced  on  the  said  convict,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  *  (Voi.2,  pa, 
hundred  dollars,   to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Justice,  and  ap-  "'"■' 
plied,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  county  in  v.'hich  the  ofi'ence  was 
committed,  the  other  to  such  person  as  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Suchconvkts 
That  every  person    convicted   of  any  of  the  crimes  last  afoi-csaid,  a^cerum"*'^ 
and  who  shall  be  confined  in  the   gaol  and  penitentiary-house  afore-  Mii"^y"c^t 
said,  shall  be  placed  and  kept  in  the  solitary  cells  thereof,  on  low 
and  coarse  diet,  for  such  part  or  portion  of  the  term  of  his  or  her 
imprisonment,  as  the  court  in  their  sentence  shall  direct  and  appoint: 
Provided,  That  it  be    not  more  than  one  half,  nor  less  than   one  Limitations 
twelfth  part  thereof:  And  that  the  inspectors  of  the  said  gaol  shall  "Jj."j'' ''^" 
have  power  to  direct  the  infliction  of  the  said  solitary  confinement  and  iiow  to 
at  such  intervals,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they  shall  judge  best.  "*  directed. 

Sect.  xii.  Whereas  it   is  of  importance  that  the  nature  of  the 
offence,  and  the  former  conduct  and  character  of  the  convict,  should 
be  known  by  the  said  inspectors,    and  their  sticcessors  in  office  :   Be  onthei 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whensoever  any 
person  shall  be  convicted  of  any  crime,  which,  on  the  said  fifteenth  the  I'Miadei- 
day  of   September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and   eighty-six,  the  court' 
was  capital,  or  a  felony  of  death,  or  shall  be  removed  from  any  tothe'i'ii^"'^*^ 
county  to  the  gaol  and  penitentiary-house  aforesaid,  the  court,    be-  circ"m7tlnf 
fore  whom  such  conviction  is  had,  shall,   within  forty  days  after  ^^?  "*  ^''^'"^ 

•",_,,.  ,    ..  1-1  crimes  and 

'Such  offender  is  removed  from  the  said  county,   make  and  cause  to  characters. 
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be  iransmitted  to  the  said  inspectors,  a  report  or  short  account  of 

''--V'*-'    the  circumstances  attending  the  crime  committed  by  such  convict, 

particularly  such  as   tend  to  aggra\'ate  or  extenuate  the  same,  and 

also  what  character  the  said  convict  appeared  on  the  trial  to  sustain, 

and  whether  he  had  at  any  time  before  been  convicted  of  any  felo- 

Reporis  to     ny  or  other  infamous  crime  ;  which  report  the  said  inspectors  shall 

b«  register-  cause  to  be  entered  in  books  or  registers,    to  be  provided  for  that 

purpose. 
Punishment  Sect.  XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
on  commit-  That  if  any  person  convicted  of  any  crime,  which,  on  the  said  fif- 
lence.  here-  tccnth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
ta)°a^setond  six,  was  Capital,  or  a  felony  of  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
^'"^'  shall  commit  any  such  oifence  a  second  time,  and  be  thereof  legally 

convicted,  he  or  she  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  an  imprisonment 
in  the  said  gaol  and  penitentiary-house,  at  hard  labom*,  during  life, 
and  shall  be  confined  in  the  said  solitary  cells  at  such  times,  and  in 
Punishment  such  manner,  as  the  inspectors  shall  direct ;  and  if  any  person  sen- 
i'i"n^°s1!ch'ot-  tenced  to  hard  labour  and  solitary  confinement,  by  virtue  of  this  or 
any  former  act,  shall  escape,  or  be  pardoned,  and  after  his  or  her 
escape  or  pardon  shall  be  guilty  of  any  such  offence,  as  on  the  said 
fifteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  was  capital,  or  a  felony  of  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
such  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  undergo  an  imprisonment  for  the 
term  of  twentv-five  years,  and  shall  be  confined  in  the  solitaiy  cells 
aforesaid,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  inspectors. 

Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  any  crime  com- 
mitted before  the  passing  of  this  act,  he  or  she  shall  be  sentenced 
to  undergo  such  pains  and  punishment,  as  by  the  laws  now  in  force 
v'any^Ii^ay  to  are  prescribed  and  directed,  unless  such  convict  shall  openly  pray 
a^rrcabty  w^  the  court,  beforc  whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had,  that  sentence 
this  act.        p^j^y  \y^.  pronounced   agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  the 
like  offence,  in  which  case,  the  said  court  shall  comply  with  the  said 
prayer,  and  pass  such  sentence  on  such  convict,  as  they  would  have 
passed  had  the  said  offence  been  committed  subsequent  to  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act. 
Punishment       Sect.  XV.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
jJ^g'^rJt'"' °'  That  every  person  convicted  of  murder,  of  the  first  degree,  his  or 
iitgiee.        Jier  aiders,    abettors  and  counsellors,  shall  suffer  death  by  hanging 
by  the  neck. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
to  itc  aiimvcd  That  no  person  indicted  for  any  crime,  the  punishment  whereof  is 
rorVr'"'  altered  by  this  act,  shall  lose  any  peremptory  challenge,  to  which 
he  or  she  would  have  been  entitled,  had  this  act  not  been  passed ; 
and  triain  to  "^^  ^^  liable  to  be  tried  before  any  court,  other  than  the  Supreme 
pTOii^rcom!  Court  or  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  in  the  county  where  the 
fact  was  committed. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bii  the  authoritu  aforesaid. 

Conceal-         rr\\_        -c  i     ii  i  •        '  ,  .  ,         t    "  i  ■,,- 

jnent  of  the  J  hat  II   any  woman  shall  endeavour  privately,  either  by  herself,  or 
bastard,  how  the  procurement  of  others,  to  conceal  the  death  of  any  issue  of  her 
punished ;     ijody,  male  or  female,  which,  if  it  were  born  alive,  would  by  th(^'  ^ 
law  be  a  bastard,  so  that  it  may  not  come  to  light,  whether  it  1 
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was  bom  dead  or  alive,  or  whether  it  wer€  murdered  or  not,  every     1T94, 
such  mother,  being  convicted  thereof,   shall  suffer  imprisonment  at   ^■^v-^-^ 
hard  labour  in  the  county  gaol  of  the  county  where  the  fact  was  fnl^rTcas^ 
committed,  or  in  the  gaol  and  penitentiary-house  aforesaid,  for  any  -3? '3°''^" 
time  not  exceeding  five  years ;  or  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  for  that  of- 
the   discretion  of  the  court,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case ;  soThe  mur.  * 
and  if  the  grand  jury  shall  in  the  same  indictment  charge  any  wo-  child! ^"^^ 
man  with  the  murder  of  her  bastard  child,  as  well  as  with  the  of- 
fence aforesaid,  the  jury,  by  whom  such  woman  shall  be  tried,  may 
either  acquit  or  Convict  her  of  both  offences,  or  find  her  guilty  of 
one,  and  acquit  her  of  the  other,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sect,  xviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Conceai- 
That  the  concealment  of  the  death  of   any  such  child  shall  not  be  Setth  of'  * 
conclusive  evidence  to  convict  the  party  indicted  of  the  murder  of  noj'^to^be'* 
her  child,  unless  the  circumstances  attendino;  it  be  such  as  shall  sa-  co'.ifiusive 

,    t>  •  r  •  ...'-'  ..  evidence  ot 

tisfy  the  mind  of  the  jury,  that  she  did  wilfully  and  maliciously  de-  the  murder. 
stroy  and  take  away  the  life  of  such  child. 

Sect.   xix.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Repeal  of 
That  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  and  such  repulnJliTto 
parts  thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  are  repugnant  to  or  supplied  by  Cy  thfs'act! 
this  act,  and  no  fui'ther,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  repealed. 

Passed  22d  April,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Bpok  No.  V-  page  324. 

CHAPTER  MDCCLXVII. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  commonxvealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company^  for  makirig  an  artificial  road  from  the  borough  of 
Lancaster  to  the  river  Susquehanna^  at  or  near  Wright^ s ferry. 

Sect.  i.  [COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions for  a  turnpike  road  from  Lancaster  to  Wright's  ferry.  Their 
duty ;  to  open  subscriptions ;  to  notify  the  same ;  and  to  attend 
at  the  place  and  time  of  notice.  Subscriptions,  by  whom  and  in 
what  number  to  be  received  ;  when  to  be  closed.  How  subscriptions, 
in  case  of  an  excess  in  applications,  shall  be  apportioned.  Advance 
to  be  paid  on  subscribing ;  (obsolete.)  2.  Of  certifying  the  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Govenior,  in  order  to  obtain  a  patent.  Proceed- 
ings thereon  to  incorporate  the  subscribers,  by  the  style  of  "  The 
President  and  Managers  of  the  Lancaster  and  Susquehanna  Turn- 
pike Road  ;"  powers  and  privileges  of  the  corporation.  3.  Of  no- 
tice to  elect  the  corporation  officers.  Power  to  make  by-laws.  Li- 
mitation of  the  number  of  votes.  4.  Of  the  annual  meetings  to 
choose  officers,  make  by-laws,  and  do  other  corporate  acts.  5.  Cer- 
tificates of  shares,  how  to  be  prepared  and  issued ;  which  shall  be 
transferable.  Assignments  to  be  registered.  6.  Of  the  meetings 
of  the  managers,  and  power  of  such  ineetings.  7,  Penalty  on  ne- 
glect to  pay  dividends  on  shares ;  and  forfeitures  of  shares.  8. 
Power  to  enter  on  lands  for  the  road,  and  to  survey  and  fix  the 
course  thereof;  and  9.  Power  to  take  materials  for  the  road; 
making  amends  therefor,  and  paying  damages  done  to  improvements, 
&c.  10.  Breadth  and  construction  of  the  road  ;  which  shall  be 
kept  in  perpetual  repair.     11.  Proceedings  to  establish  tolls;  and 
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1794.     12.  Power  to  collect  tolls,  and  the  rates  of  tolls  prescribed.     13» 
*«— v^-*   Ri  gulation  of  the  breadti  of  wheels,  seasons  for  drawing  therewith, 
and  weight  lO  be  carried ;  but  such  regulations  may  be  altered  by 
by-laws.      li.  Toll,  in  cases  ol   oxen  or  m  ,  es.] 
Proceedings       Sect.  XV.  And  bc  it  further  cuacted  hij  the  authority  aforesttidy 
road'i-a'^nM     That  if  the  said  company  shall  neglect  to  keep  the  said  road  in  good 
^^P5''"^*-     and  perfect  order  and  repair  for  the  space  of  five  days,  and  infor- 
mation thereof  shall  be  given  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
neighbourhood,    such  justice  shall  issue  a  precept,  to  be  directed  to 
any  constable,  commanding  him  to  summon  three  judicious  free- 
holders to  meet,  at  a  certain  time  in  the  said  precept  to  be  mention- 
ed, at  the  place  in  the  said  road  which  shall  be  complained  of,  of 
which  meeting  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  keeper  of  the  gate  or 
turnpike  nearest  thereto  ;  and  the  said  Justice  shall  at  such  time 
and  place,  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  the  said  freeholders,  en- 
quire whether  the  said  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  in  such  good 
and  perfect  order  and  repair  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  an  inqui- 
sition to  be  made,  under  the  hands  of  himself  and  of  a  majority  of 
Suspension    the  said  freeholders  ;  and  if  the  said  road  shall  be  found  by  the  said 
thedefeaive  inquisition  to  be  out  of  order  and  repair,  according  to  the  true  in- 
part;  ^gj^j  ^j^j  meaning  of  this  act,  he  shall  certify  and  send  one  copy  of 

the  said  inquisition  to  each  of  the  keepers  of  the  turnpikes  or  gates, 
between  which  such  defective  place  shall  be,  and  from  thenceforth 
the  tolls  hereby  granted,  to  be  collected  at  such  turnpike  or  gates 
for  passing  the  interval  of  road  between  them,  shall  cease  to  be  de- 
indictmeiit  '"^"'^i^^^cl,  paid  or  collected ;  until  the  said  defective  part  or  parts  of 
of  the  deiin-  the  said  road  shall  be  put  into  good  and  perfect  order  and  repair  as 
uitendants;  aforesaid;  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  so  put  into  good  and  perfect 
order  and  repair,  before  the  next  ensuing  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  county  wherein  the  same  shall  be,  the  said  Justice  shall  cer- 
tify and  send  a  copy  of  the  said  inquisition  to  the  Justices  of  the 
said  court,  and  the  said  court  shall  thereupon  cause  process  to  issue, 
and  bring  in  ihe  bodies  of  the  person  or  persons  entrusted  by  the 
company  with  the  care  and  superintendance  of  such  part  of  the  said 
road  as  shall  be  so  found  defective,  and  shall  proceed  upon  such 
inquisition  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  as  upon  indictments  found 
by  the  grand  inquest  for  the  body  of  the  county  against  supervi- 
sors of  the  highways,  for  neglect  of  their  duty  ;  and  if  the  person 
or  persons  entrusted  by  the  said  company  as  aforesaid  shall  be  con- 
victed of  the  offence  by  the  said  inquisition  charged,  the  said  court 
shall  give  such  judgment,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation 
of  the  neglect,  as  according  to  right  and  justice  would  be  proper 
in  the  case  of  supervisors  of  the  highways  neglecting  their  duties ; 
and  recovery  and  the  fines  and  penalties  so  to  be  imposed  shall  be  recovered  in 
and*]«nai?  ^^  Same  manner,  as  fines  for  misdemeanors  are  usually  recovered 
in  the  said  courts,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  high- 
ways of  the  place  wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  to  be  applied 
to  repairing  such  highways,  as  the  township  or  county  is  bound  to 
maintain  and  repair  at  the  public  expense  thereof. 

[Sect.  16.  Accounts  of  the  company,  receipts  and  expenditures, 
by  whom  and  how  to  be  kept,  until  the  road  is  complete.  If  the 
capital  is  found  insuIFicicnt,  it  may  be  enlarged.     1 7.  Accounts  of 


tics. 
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tolls  to  be  kept;  and  dividends  of  profits  half  yearly.    18.  Abstract    17'94. 
of  the   accounts  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature.     If  the  profits   '—v^— ' 
will  not  divide  six  per  cent,  the  tolls  may  be  raised ;  if  they  exceed 
fifteen  j&er  cent,   the  tolls  shall  be  reduced.     19-  Index-posts  to  be 
erected  at  cross    roads.     20.  Mile-stones  to  be  erected  j  and  dis- 
tances marked  on  the  turnpike  gates.] 

Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  mithority  aforesaid^  carriages 
That  all  waggoners  and  drivers  of  carriages  of  all  kinds,  whether  the  rigl^^ 
of  burthen  or  pleasure,  using  the  said  road,  shall,  except  when  pass-  th^roadf  ° 
ing  by  a  carriage  of  slower  draft,  keep  their  horses  and  carriages  on 
the  right-hand  side  of  the  said  road,  in  the  passing  direction,  leav^- 
ing  the  other  side  of  the  road  free  and  clear  for  other  carriages  to 
pass  and  re-pass  ;   and  if  any  driver  shall  offend  against  this  provi-  Penalty  on 
sion,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  any  person  therein!"*"^ 
who  shall  be  obstructed  in  his  passage,  and  will  sue  for  the  same,  to 
be  recovered  with  costs,  before  any  Justice,  in  the  same  manner  as 
debts  under  ten  pounds  are  by  law  recoverable. 

Sect.  22.  Limitation  of  periods  for  commencing  and  finishing 
the  road.     (Obsolete.] 

Passed  22d   April,  1794 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  331.  fnj 

fnj  See  a  suppleirient  to  this  act,  turnpike  gates;  authorizing  the    esta- 

passed  26th  Feb'y,  1801,  (chap.  2197,)  blishing  weiglits  and  scales  ;  and  giving 

inflicting  a  penalty  for  frauds  ;  breaking  power  to  the  corporation  to  lease  thtJ 

or  defacing  mile-stones,  index  pouts,  or  tolls. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXX. 

An  ACT  for  establishing  and  building  a  br':dge  across  the  Raystoxvn 
branch    of  Juniata. 

[Sect.  i.  A  BRIDGE  to  be  built  across  the  Juniata,  and 
vested  in  W.  Wallace,  &c.  Toll  be  received  for  passing  thereon.  2. 
But  not  to  obstruct  persons  crossing  by  folding.  3..  Paupers  to  pass 
toll  free.  4.  Accounts  of  the  profits  to  be  laid  before  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  and  the  same  may  be  reduced,  when  the  profits  exceed 
twenty  per  cent.'\ 

Passed   22d  September,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book   No.  V.  page   361. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXIII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  theact^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  re-  [original 
ceiving  any  more  applications^  or  issuing  any  more  warra7its,ex-  ll\',l^^dl^^' 
cept  in  certain  cases,  for  landxuithin  this  commomvealthJ*^  ^ll^^c^h^^!^ 

T083,  and  the 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  i?^^;-^.  {>ot«  there- 
sentatives  of  the  commonzvealth   of  Pennsylvania,    in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  applications  shall  ^;°^'p^'^^^"„4 
be  received  at  the  Land-Oflice,  for  any  lands  within  this  common-  to  be  receiv- 

Vol.  IH.  2B 
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Proviso,  as 
to  credit  for 
lands  sold 
but  n>'t  se 


1 794,  wealth,  except  for  such  lands  whereon  a  settlement  has  been,  or 
hereafter  shall  be  made,  grain  raised,  and  a  person  or  persons  resid- 
ing thereon. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  applications  made  since  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  on  the  files  or  books  of  the 
Land-Office,  for  lands  within  this  commonwealth,  for  which  the 
purchase  money  has  not  been  paid,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  be  null  and  void :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  all  per- 
sons shall  have  the  benefits  of  the  act,  passed  March  the  twenty- 
cured  to  the  ninth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-cwo,  entitled  "An 
purchasers.  ^^^  ^^  authorize  the  R;.'ceiver- General  of  the  Land-Office,  to  carry 
monies  received  into  that  office  since  a  given  period,  for  such  lands 
sold,  and  which  have  not  been,  nor  shall  be  secured  to  the  purchas- 
ers, to  the  credit  of  such  purchasers,  or  their  assigns,  in  payments 
already  due,  and  hereafter  to  become  due  to  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  purchase  of  any  lands  within  the  same,"  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  a  supplement  to  the  said  act,  passed  March  the 
sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  :  Arid  provided 
also^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall,  in  any  manner,  be  con- 
strued to  abridge  the  time  for  patenting  lands,  as  declared  by  an  act» 
passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  patenting  lands :" 
to^theHghts  provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall,  in  any  wise  injure  the  rights 
setiTert!^  of  those  persons  who  nov/  hold,  or  hereafter  shall  hold,  lands  by 
virtue  of  actual  settlements  and  improvements  made,  or  to  be  made, 
under  the  law  passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 

•[Ante.  pa.     iiji-^^jt  ^  ^' 

«,]  hundred  and  nmety-two.* 

Passed  22d  September,   ir94 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  353. 


Proviso,  as 
to  the  time 
allowed  for 

Jiateiiting 
ands. 


The  fourth 
election  dis 
trict  in 
Huntingdon 
lountx. 


The  third 
election  dis- 
trict in  the 
.tame  county 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXIV. 

An  AUT  for  erecting-  a  nezv  election  district^  and  for  changing-  the 
place  for  holding  their  elections  in  the  third,  or  upper  district  in 
the  county  of  Hunting-don. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commo7vwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  tn  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
the  townships  of  Woodberry,  Frankstown,  and  that  part  of  Al- 
legheny township,  that  lies  west  of  the  widow  Edington's,  shall, 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  fourth  election  district,  in  the  said  county ;  and  the  free- 
men of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  store- 
house now  occupied  by  Alexander  M'Dowel,  in  Frankstown  town- 
ship. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 

That  the  townships  of  Franklin,  Tyrone,  Morris,  and  that  part  of 

•  Alleghen\  townslijp  that  lies  east  of  the  widow  Edington's,  being 

the  remainder  of  the  said  upper  or  third  district,  shall  from  and 
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after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be    1794. 
called  the  third  election  district ;    and  the  freemen  of  the  said  dis-    '*-nr— 
trict  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Captain  Alexander  Ramsey,  junior,  in  Franklin  township  aforesaid, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  22d  September,   1/94, — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  352. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXV. 

An  ACT  to  enable  fohn  Walker  to  extend  his  winsc-dam  across  Cone- 

•^  ^  •      t   n       t  (Ante,  page 

dogwtnet  Creek.  loa.) 

[Sect.  i.  JOHN  WALKER  empowered  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  Conedogwinet  creek.  The  navigation  not  to  be  injured  there- 
by, &c.] 

Passed  22d  September,  1794. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  Z5^^ 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(General  assemftlp  of  pennsplbania. 


Passed  during  the  fifth  Legislature  under  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, which  commenced  the  2d  December,  1794,  and  end- 
ed 20th  April,  1795. 


1795. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governor. 
WILLIAM  BINGHAM,  speaker  of  the  senate. 
GEORGE  LATIMER,  speaker  of  the  house  of 

representatives. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXX. 


erected. 


An  ACT   to  erect  a?i  additional  election  district  in  Westmoreland 

coioity. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assemblij 
South Huiit-  ^^'^^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
ingdoneiec-  tJ^^t  part  of  Westmoreland   county  included  within   the  following 

ticn  district   ,  r,      .      ,  ,  ,  •  ■'  ,         .  ,.         .  in 

in  West.  bounds  IS  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  call- 
county  ed  South  Huntingdon  district ;  beginning  on  the  Chesnut  Ridge, 
at  the  division  line  between  the  townships  of  Mount-Pleasant  and 
Donegal,  where  the  road  known  by  the  name  of  Williams's  road 
crosses  said  line ;  thence  along  said  road  westward  to  Jacob 
Painter,  Esquire's  mill,  on  Sewickley  creek ;  thence  down  said 
creek  to  Youghiogeny  river ;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of 
Jacob's  creek ;  thence  up  said  creek,  being  the  division  line  be- 
tween Westmoreland  and  Fayette  counties,  and  bounding  on  said 
division  line,  to  the  line  dividing  Tyrone  and  Mount-Pleasant  town- 
ships ;  thence  along  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  and  the 
freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Hough,  junior. 

Passed  8fh  January,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  370. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCLXXXII.  1795. 

A7i  ACT  to  erect  a  new  election  district  in  Danphin  county. 

Sect.  r.  B£  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met.  and  it  is  herebii  enacted  bii  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  T>»e  seventh 
the  township  of  Middle  Paxton,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  be,  and  triet  of  oau. 
the  same   is   hereby  erected   into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  erected'T*^ 
called  the  seventh  election  district  in  the  county  aforesaid;  and  the 
freemen  thereof  are  hereby  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Ayres,  in  the  manner,  and  un- 
der the  regulations,  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Passed  \2\\\  February,  1795. — Recoi'ded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  373. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXXY. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  (original 
Wardens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  extend  the  Market-house  lf/3°2')^' 
in  High-street  from  Third-street  to  Fourth-street  from  Delaware 
river^  and  to  continue  the  same  from  time  to  time  xvestwardly^ 
from  one  street  to  another^  in  the  middle  of  High'Street^  as  the 
Wardens  of  the  said  city  shall  think  necessary^  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned.''^ 

WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  it  was  enacted,  That  when  the  IMarket-house  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  and  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  built,  should  be 
finished  and  completed,  one  half  of  the  said  buildings  should  be 
and  remain  free  for  the  country  people  attending  the  said  market  for 
ever :  And  whereas  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  an  ordinance  made  on  the  eighth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  views 
of  the  Legislature,  ordain,  that  the  western  moiety  of  the  said 
Market-house  should  be  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  ol^  the  coun- 
try, as  provided  for  by  the  act  of  Assembly  above  mentioned  : 
And  whereas  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  appear  likely  to  be 
frustrated,  by  the  intrusion  of  persons  of  a  different  description 
from  those  originally  intended  to  be  thus  provided  for : 

Sect.  i.    Be   it   enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  com?noinvealth  of  Pemisylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Butchers 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  tv^o'il"  ^je 
person  whatever  to  sell  any  beef  in  the  western  moiety  of  the  Mar-  western 
ket-house   or  shambles   in   High-street,  between  Third-street  and  the  market 
Fourth-street,  in  the   city  of  Philadelphia  ;  nor  for  any  person  ex-  tween  Third 
ercising  the  trade  of  a  butcher  or  victualler  to  occupy  any  stall,  or  streets.""'*" 
sell  any  meat  of  any  kind,  within  the  said  western  moiety  of  the 
market-house  or  shambles  aforesaid 
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1795.         Sect.  u.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
' — /--^   That  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  shall  have 
The  corpor;..  .,Q^,rer  to  make  and  enforce  such  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances,  as 
erediomake  may  DC  found  expedient  tor  the  purpose  or  carrying  this  act  into  ex- 
e^eaTh'is"    ecution,  confomiably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof. 
Thecor  ora-      ''^f-CT.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tionem;>ow.  That  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  Com- 
Ses  iJll-  mon  Council  assembled,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  as- 
"afkef  ^  ^  sess,  levy  and  collect,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  and  up- 
ncMssrr^!"   o"  ^^^  estates  real  and  personal,  and  taxables,  within  the  same,  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  extend  the  market  in  High-street,  whenever  they  may  think  pro- 
per so  to  do ;  which  taxes  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  city  taxes  are. 
•hTienthe  Sect.   IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

«tended!a   That  whcn    the  market  shall  be  so  extended,  the  one  half  of  the 
?^mlinfree  buildings  crcctcd  shall  be  and  remain  free  for  the  country  people 
tr'  "^'eoTe^^'  bringing  the  produce  of  their  farms  to  market  for  ever,  and  agreea- 
bly to  what  is  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act;  and  that  no 
fees,  tolls  or  perquisites,  be  demanded  or  exacted  from  them,  for 
the  use  thereof. 

Passed  12th   February,  1795.— Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  V.  page  372. 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXXVI. 

Aji  ACT  to  erect  the  toiunships  of  Lackawana^  Exeter  a7id  Provi- 
dence, in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  into  a  separate  election  districts 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the   commonxvecdth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asseni- 

Lackawana    bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  eJiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sa^ne.  That. 

trktCTected.  the  townships  of  Lackawana,  Exeter  and  Providence,  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to 
be  called  the  Lackawana  district,  in  the  county  aforesaid  ;  and  the 
freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the 
house  of  ^Villiam  Hooker  Smith,  in  the  township  of  Lackawana 
aforesaid. 

Passed  25th.  February,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  pagje  Z7&^ 


CHAPTER  MDCCLXXXA  IL 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Benjarnin  Elliott,  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  Juniata,  in  Huntingdon  county. 

Sect.  l.  [BENJAMIN  ELLIOTT,  empowered  to  erect  a 
wing-dam  on  the  river  Juniata ;  provided  the  navigation  and  fishery 
shall  not  be  obstructed.  2.  Complaints  against  the  dam  how  to  be 
proceeded  on,  by  viewers  appointed  by  the  sessions.] 

Passed  25th   February,  1795.— Recorded  jn  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  ,'575. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCLXXXVIII.  1795. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  '■'An  act  to  enable 
the  Governor  of  this  commomvealth  to  incorporate  a  company,  for 
opening  a  canal  and  lock  navigatioii  on  the  -waters  of  Br andijxvine 
creek." 

Sect.  1.  [AT  what  time,  and  with  what  restrictions,  the  com-   see  notes  to 
pany  for  the  Brandywine  Canal  may  be  incorporated.     3.  The  re-  °nt^'."par" 
port  of  the  courses  and  distances  for  the  canal  confirmed.]  "^-^ 

Passed  21st  February,   1795. — M.ecorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  379. 


CHAPTER    MDCCLXXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  vest  in  trzistees,  for  the  use  of  the  religious  society  of 
people  called  Quakers,  a  certain  six  acres  of  land,  as  therein  7nen- 
tioned. 

Sect.  1.  [A  CERTAIN  tract  of  land  vested  in  new  trustees, 
for  the  use  of  the  Quakers  belonging  to  New-Garden  meeting,  situ- 
ate in  New-Garden  township,  Chester  county.] 

Passed  21st  February,   1795 — Private   Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V. 

page  377. 


CHAPTER   MDCCXC. 

An   ACT  to  authorize  Jerernicdi  Rees  and  Samuel  Fisher  to  7nain- 
tain  a  dam  across  Connedogxvinet  creek. 

Sect.  1.  [JEREMIAH  REES  and  Samuel  Fisher  empow- 
ered to  maintain  a  dam  across  Connedogwinet  creek.  2.  Obligations 
on  them  to  keep  the  dam  in  order ;  dimensions  of  the  slope  to  be 
kept  for  the  passage  of  rafts ;  and  of  the  lock.  3.  Complaints  against 
them,  how  to  be  proceeded  upon  by  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  sessions.] 

Passed  25th   February,    1795. — Private   Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V. 

page  384. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXCIII. 

An  ACT  empowering  certain  trustees  therein  named,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  a  certain  house  and  lot  of  ground,  situate  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Easton^  and  county  of  Northampton,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  appropriate  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale 
thereof  toxuards  the  purchase  of  a  parsonage,  or  dxvtUing-house, 
for  the  minister  of  the  four  Protestant  Evangelic  Reformed  Ger- 
man congregations,  to  xvit,  of  Easton,  Nazareth  and  Plainfield 
toxjonships,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  and  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Greenxuich  toxvnship,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and 
state  of  Nexv-Jersey,  for  the  time  being* 

Sect.  1.  [TRUSTEES  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  certain 
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1 795.    lots ;  and  to  build  with  the  proceeds  a  parsonage  house,  for  the 
^— 'v^-^   minister  of  the  four  Protestant  Evangelic  Reformed  congregations.] 
Passed  25th  February,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  383. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXCIV. 

[Oi.igtnai      A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  eJititled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
»«.]"'*'  ^^'  Insurance  Company  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sect.  1.  [REPEAL  of  part  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
Pennsylvania  Insurance  Company ;  and  substitute  therefor,  as  to 
the  number  of  votes  in  proportion  to  shares.] 

Passed  5th  March,   1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  V.  page  390. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXCV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  town  of  Chester,  anA  its  vicinity,  i7i  the  coun- 
ty of  Delaware,  i7ito  a  borough,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Sect.  1.  [CHESTER,  in  Delaware  county,  erected  into  u 
borough  ;  boundaries  thereof.  2.  Of  the  election  of  Burgesses 
and  Assistants,  a  High  Constable  and  Town  Clerk.  3.  By  whom 
and  how  the  election  shall  be  held  and  declared.  4.  Penalty  on  re- 
fusing to  serve  in  any  borough  office  ;  and  how  a  new  election  shall 
be  held,  to  supply  the  vacancy.  5.  How  the  official  qualifications 
shall  be  administered  to  the  borough  officers.  6.  Of  the  markets 
to  be  kept  in  the  borough  ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Market.  7.  Of 
town-meetings,  to  make  ordinances,  and  assess  taxes.] 

Passed  5Lh  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  387. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXCVL 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  incor- 
porate a  company  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Delaware, 
at  the  borough  of  Easton,  in  the  cowity  of  Northampton. 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  superintend  sub- 
scriptions for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  Delaware,  at  Easton. 
Form  of  the  subscription,  and  the  times  and  places  of  receiving 
subscriptions,  and  how  to  be  advertised.  Who  may  subscribe,  and 
for  what  number  of  shares  respectively.  Of  adjournments  by  the 
commissioners.  Of  closing  the  books,  and  apportioning  shares,  if 
the  subscriptions  exceed  the  number  allowed.  If  the  subscription 
is  not  filled  at  one  place,  it  may  be  transferred  to  another.  Ten  dol- 
lars for  each  share  to  be  paid  on  subscribing.  Appropriation  there- 
of. 2.  When  and  in  what  manner  the  subscribers  shall  be  incor- 
porated.    The  style  of  the  corporation  to  be  "  The  President,  Ma- 
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nagers  and  company  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Delaware,  1795. 
at  the  borough  of  Easton,"  and  its  rights  and  privileges.  3.  Of  '"'•v—^ 
the  proceedings  to  organize  the  corporation,  and. choose  its  officers, 
and  limitation  of  the  number  of  votes.  4.  Of  the  meetings  of  the 
stockholders.  5.  Of  certificates  of  shares  and  transfers.  6.  Of 
the  meetings  of  the  President  and  Managers  ;  their  power  to  form 
contracts ;  and  to  apportion  payments  on  shares  ;  and  to  draw  mo- 
nies; and  transact  other  business.  7.  Penalty  on  making  default 
in  paying  for  shares.  8.  The  powers  of  the  corporation  to  enter 
lands,  and  take  materials,  making  compensation  for  damages,  he. 
How  such  powers  shall  be  restricted  and  exercised.  9.  Of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  corporation  ;  and  of  increasing  the  number  of  shares. 
10.  The  bridge,  when  completed,  vested  in  the  corporation,  with 
a  right  of  toll.  Rate  of  tolls  prescribed,  and  the  bridge  shall 
not  impede  the  navigation  of  the  river.  11.  Two  oxen  shall 
he  estimated  equal  to  one  horse.  12.  Penalty  on  exceeding  the 
tolls  allowed,  and  limitation  of  action  for  such  offences.  13. 
Account  of  tolls  to  be  kept.  Dividend  of  the  profits,  when  and 
how  to  be  made.  14.  The  accounts  of  the  corporation  to  be  laid 
triennially  before  the  Legislature.  When  the  tolls  may  be  increased  j 
or  reduced.  [15.  This  act  not  to  operate  till  the  Legislature  of  New- 
Jersey  has  passed  a  similar  law.  In  what  case  the  Legislature  may 
resume  the  privilege  granted  by  this  act.]  [obsolete.] 

Passed  13th  March,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  396.  foj 

foj     The    company  authorized   to  the  state,  by  act  of  10th  March,    1806, 
raise   money   by  lotterv,  by  act  of  4th  (chap.  2658,) — and  see  act  of  30lh  Jan- 
April,  ir98i  (chap.  1990.)     Ten  thou-  uary,  1810. 
sand  dollars  loaned  to  the  company,  by 

CHAPTER  MDCCXCVII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  township  of  Hopewell^  in  the  county  of  Bed- 
fordy  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  tenth 
the  township  of  Hopewell,  in   the  county   of  Bedford,  is  hereby  ti!f"o°"Bedl 
erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  tenth  elec-  ford  county 

_  ^  1  '  crcctcH, 

tion  district  in  the  county  aforesaid  ;  and  the  freemen  of  the  said 
district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Mordecai  Williams,  in  the  township  aforestiid. 

Passed  13th  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  392. 


CHAPTER  MDCCXCVIIL 

An  ACT  to  authorize  William  Beatty  to  erect  a  dam  from  Sheep- 
Island  to  the  west  side  sf  the  river  jfufiiata^  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland. 

Sect.  1.  [WILLIAM  BEATIT  authorized  to  erect  a  dam 
from  Sheep-Island  to  the  west  bank  of  Juniata.     The  navigation  of 
Vol.  lU.  2  C 
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1795.    the  river  not  to  be  obstructed.     2.  Complaints  shall  be  proceeded 
^— V— ^    on  by  viewers  to  be  appointed  by  the  sessions.] 

Passed  13th  March,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  391- 
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CHAPTER  MDCCXCIX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  Bald-Eagle  townships  and  part  of  Potter'' s  town- 
ships in  the  county  of  Miffin  into  a  separate  election  district^ 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentiotied. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enaoted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  comni07iwealth  of  Fennsyhania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
Bald-Eagle  township,  and  so  much  of  Potter's  township,  in  the 
county  of  Mifflin,  as  will  lie  north  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the 
house  lately  occupied  by  Nathaniel  Adams,  at  the  end  of  Nittany 
mountain,  to  the  centre  between  Tussey's  mountain  and  Bald-Eagle 
ridge,  on  the  Huntingdon  county  line,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
erected  into  a  separate  election  district;  and  the  freemen  thereof  are 
hereby  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Richard  Miles,  in  the  town  of  Milesborough. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  freemen  of  Potter's  township,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin, 
living  on  the  south  side  of  the  aforesaid  line,  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  William  King,  in  the  township  of  Potter  aforesaid,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  13tli  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  391. 


CHAPTER  MDCCC. 

An  ACT  to   erect  the  town  of  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Bedford^ 

into  a  borough. 

Sect.   1.  [BEDFORD  erected  into  a  borough.     Boundaries 
thereof.     2.  Of  the  election  of  Burgesses,  Assistants,  High  Con- 
stable and  Town  Clerk.     3.  The  borough  incorporated  and  its  pow- 
(Seevoi.2,    ers,     4.  Of  borough  markets  and  the  clerks  thereof.     5.  The  bo- 
rough to  enjoy  the  same  powers  as  Reading.] 

Passed  13th  March,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  393. 


page  76.> 


CHAPTER  MDCCCI. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  township  of  the  Norther?!- Liberties  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  into  two  districts,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

WHEREAS  the  increase  of  population  and  improvement  in 
the  township  of  the  Nortliem  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 


203 

require  that  the  said  township  should  be  divided  into  two  districts,  1795, 
for  the  purpose  of  admitting  each  district  to  choose  one  assessor  *■■"-»'— ^ 
and  two  inspectors  : 

Sect.  i.  Be   it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  The  eastern 
Second-street  continued  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  where  the  dLnTcfo"'* 
same  terminates  in  the  Germantown  road,  thence  by  said  road  to  ^^*^L?"^' 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  defined. 
shall  be  the  line  for  dividing  the  said  township  into  two  districts : 
and  all  that  part  of  the  said  township,  between  the  river  Delaware 
and  the   aforesaid  division  line,   shall  be  called  the  eastern  district, 
and  the  remaining  part  thereof  shall  be  called  the  western  district  of 
the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties. 

Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  T^^^i^^y^^,^^^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  electors  residing  in  the  town-  ^^^^V^  ^*^ 
ship  of  the  Northern-Liberties  to  meet  together  in  their  respective  choose  one 
districts,  at  the  time  and  in  manner  and  form   prescribed  by  law,  twoln°pec« 
to  choose  one  assessor  and  two  inspectors  for  each  district  respec-  ^°'*' 
tively,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  13th  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  395. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCiL 

An  ACT  for  building  a  toxvn-house  and  market-place  between  Coates'-r 
street  and  Poplar-lane,  on  Second-street  continued  in  the  Northern- 
Liberties  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia^  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

WHEREAS  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  ground  be- 
tween Coates'-street  and  Poplar-lane,  to  encourage  the  improve- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  did  leave  optn,  for 
public  use,  a  piece  of  ground,  of  the  breadth  of  twenty  feet  on  each 
side  of  Second-street  continued,  between  Coates'-street  and  Poplar- 
lane  :  And  whereas  a  number  of  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Northern-Liberties  there- 
of, have,  by  their  petition,  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that  they 
labour  under  many  difficulties  by  reason  ol  the  remote  distance 
they  are  from  any  Market-place,  that  a  market  established  ac  the 
place  contemplated  by  the  petitioners  will  be  very  convenient  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  residing  near  the  same,  as  well  as  the 
citizens  who  inhabit  that  part  of  the  Li  lerties  caiiecl  Kensington, 
which  consists  chiefly  of  ship-builders,  and  other  useful  mechanics, 
and  having  ottered  to  build  b)'  subscription,  witliout  any  charge  to 
the  public,  and  that  after  all  the  costs  of  the  buildings  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  thereof  are  paid  and  satisfied,  all  the  profits  and  in- 
come of  the  said  market  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  a 
charity  school  for  the  said  township  ot  the  Northern-Libci'ties,  and 
praying  that  the  Legislature  will  pass  a  law  for  the  pu^  pose. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  comvionwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  bj  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
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1795.  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  that  part  of  Second-street 
continued,  between  Coates'-street  and  Poplar-lane,  in  the  Northern- 
Liberties  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  twenty  feet 
on  the  east  side  of  the  said  Second-street,  left  open  by  the  propri- 
etors and  owners  of  the  ground  between  Coates'-street  and  Poplar- 
lane,  shall  be  and  remain,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  and  remain 
for  ever,  a  public  Market-place,  for  buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of 
provisions,  victuals,  and  things  of  the  country  produce  and  manu- 
factures, on  every  day  of  the  week,  Sunday  excepted;  and  that  all 
manner  of  persons  shall  have  liberty  to  expose  to  sale,  their  country 
produce  on  such  stalls,  or  other  stands,  as  shall  be  assigned  them  by 
the  clerk  of  the  market,  they  paying  a  reasonable  toll. 

Sect.  ii.   And  in  order  that  a  town-house  and  market-place  may 
be   built,   and  the  monies  necessary  be  raised  and  collected  for  that 
Trustees       purpose  :  Be   it   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  William 
foJ^hcfund  Coates,  Esquire,  Jacob   Weaver,  Esquire,  Doctor  John  Weaver, 
town^ouse   Doctor  Peter   Peres,   Jacob   Whitman,  William  Peter    Sprague, 
and^market-  Daniel  Miller,  John  Brown,  Michael  Groves,  and  John  Nicholas 
Wagner,  shall  be   superintendants  of  the  said  buildings,  and  shall 
have  power  to  take  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  building  of 
the  said  town-house  and  market-place,  and  for  purchasing  or  making 
moveable  stalls,  copper  or  brass  standards  of  weights  or  measures, 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  keeping  a  market ;  and  in  order 
that  such  subscription  monies  may  be  actually  paid,  when  wanted 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  each  subscriber  shall  give  a  note  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  Treasurer,  payable  on  a  certain  day  or 
days,  or  on   demand,  either  in  one  entire  payment,  or  by  instal- 
ments I  and  such  notes,  if  attested  by  credible  witnesses,  shall  have 
the  same  force,  and  be  to  the  same  effect  in  law,  as  notes  given  or 
taken   for  a  valuable  consideration ;  and  the  said  superintendants 
shall  appoint  a  treasurer,  either  of  their  own  number,  or  any  other 
of  the   inhabitants  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  for  whom  they  shall 
be  answerable  to  the  rest  of  the  subscribers,  but  may  take  such  se- 
curity from  him,   as  to  them  shall  seem  meet;   and  the  said  trea- 
surer shall,  upon  the  receipt  of  any  subscription  money,  give  a  cer- 
tificate, attested  by  two  of  the  superintendants,  to  the  person  who 
paid  the  same,  expressing  therein  v/hether  it  be  iiis  donation  or  loan, 
and  to. the  lenders,  that  the  principal  sum  lent,  and  the  interest  there- 
of, at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  time  of  actual 
payment,  is   to  be   paid   out  of  the  profits  and  income  of  the  said 
market,  at  every  distribution  of  the  said  income  to  be  made  annu- 
ally among  the   said  lenders,  Vvhich  certificates  shall  be  assignable, 
in  like  manner  as  bonds  or  promissory  notes  are  made  assignable 
by  law. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  William  Coates,  Esquire, 
Jacob  Weaver,  Esquire,  Doctor  John  Weaver,  Doctor  Peter  Peres, 
Jacob  Whitman,  William  Peter  Sprague,  Daniel  Miller,  John  Brown, 
Michael  Grove:3  and  John  Nicholas  Wagner,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
out  of  the  monies  subscribed  and  paid,  to  build,  on  Second-street 
continued  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  Northern-Liberties, 
'between  Coates'-street  and  Poplar-lane,  a  To\\ni-house  and  Market- 
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place,  to  accommodate  the  public  business  of  the  said  township,  and  1795. 
for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  commencing  ^— v— •' 
the  building  of  the  same  at  the  distance  of  forty  feet  northwardly 
from  the  north  side  of  Coates'-street,  in  the  middle  of  Second- 
street,  the  ToAvn-house  to  be  of  the  breadth  of  twenty-four  feet  in 
front,  and  thirty  feet  in  depth  along  Second-street,  commencing  the 
building  of  the  market  at  the  north  side  of,  and  adjoining  to  the  said 
Town-house,  thence  extending  northwardly,  in  the  middle  of  Second- 
street,  to  within  forty  feet  of  Brown-street,  of  the  breadth  of  eigh- 
teen feet,  with  leaving  a  passage  at  least  forty  feet  wide  on  each 
side  the  said  market,  between  the  lane  and  the  houses  and  lots  on 
the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  the  said  Second-street  or  oblong 
square,  and  purchase  and  keep  moveable  stalls  or  stands,  to  be  used 
on  market-days,  when  the  fixed  stalls  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  con- 
tain all  that  is  brought  to  the  said  market ;  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  subscribers  to  the  sum  of  three  pounds  at 
least  annually,  until  all  the  monies  borrowed  on  certificates  shall  be 
fully  paid,  at  the  time  and  place  of  choosing  Supervisors  of  the  high- 
ways, then  and  there  to  choose  by  ballot  three  Superintendants  of  the 
Town-house  and  market  aforesaid,  and  also  one  Clerk  of  the  said 
market,  who  shall  make  assay  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  said 
market,  and  do  and  perform  all  things  belonging  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  market  aforesaid. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofthe  cievk 
That  if  the  said  market  shall  be  ready  to  be  opened  before  the  first  lendanTot" 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  then  '^®  Markeu 
Henry  Faunce  shall  be  Clerk  of  the  market  until  that  day,  and  that 
the  said  William  Coates,  Esquire,  Jacob  Weaver,  Esquire,  Doctor 
John  Weaver,  Doctor  Peter  Peres,  Jacob  Whitman,  William  Peter 
Sprague,  Daniel  Miller,  John  Brown,  Michael  Groves  and  John 
Nicholas  Wagner,  shall  continue  in  the  office  of  Superintendants 
vmtil  the  third  Saturday  in  the  month  of  January  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  unless  one  or  more  of  them  should  in  the 
mean  time  die,  resign,  or  remove  from  the  township,  who  shall  be 
replaced  on  the  township's  election  day  for  Supervisors  next  after 
such  death,  resignation  or  removal,  by  the  subsci'ibers  aforesaid ; 
and  whenever  the  said  Market-house  shall  be  built,  and  all  the  lend- 
ers of  money  on  certificates  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  then 
and  from  thenceforth  no  more  than  two  Superintendants,  a  Clerk  of 
the  market,  and  one  Treasurer,  shall  be  annually  elected  as  aforesaid, 
which  said  Superintendants,  Clerk  of  the  market,  and  Treasurer,  shall 
be  chosen  by  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  township  of  the  Northern- 
Liberties,  as  are  qualified  to  elect  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The compeo- 
That  the  compensation  of  the  Clerk  of  the  said  market  shall  be  fix-  aerTof  th'e 
ed  by  the  Superintendants  to  be  appointed  as    aforesaid,  until  the  wru^te"'! 
same  shall  be  regulated  by  an  act  of  Assembly ;  and  that  the   said  shX'end" 
Superintendants  shall  annually,  on  the  same  day  when  the  Supervi-  accounts, 
sors  of  the  highways   render   their  accounts  to  the  Justices   of  the 
district  for  tlie  cou;jty  of  Philadelphia,  exhibit  to  the  said  Justices 
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a  fair  and  true  account  of  all  the  donations  and  loans  received,  and 

of  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  buildings  and  incidental  charges, 
and  of  the  income  of  the  said  market,  and  how  much  of  the  monies 
lent  on  certificates  hath  been  paid  to  the  lenders,  which  account  shall 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  session,  and  be  free  to  in- 
spection of  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern ;  and  that  from  and 
after  the  liquidation  of  all  sums  of  money,  principal  and  interest, 
lent  on  certificates,  the  clear  income  and  profits  of  the  said  market 
shall  be  employed  for  a  charity-school  for  the  said  township  of  the 
Northern-Liberties. 

Sect.  vi.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  electors  of  the  township 
aforesaid  to  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  said  Town-house,  as 
soon  as  the  buildings  shall  be  completely  finished  agreeably  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  any  tnmg  in  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  27th  March,  1795 Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  404. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCIII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
J^tefpaaso!)  district  of  Southxuark" 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Asseinbly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  arising  from  the  breach  of  ordi- 
nance or  regulation  passed,  or  which  may  be  passed,  by  the  board 
of  commissioners  for  the  district  of  Southwark,  respecting  any  of- 
fence for  which  the  party  might  not  have  been  proceeded  against  by 
indictment  before  the  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  district  of  Southwark,"  may  be  recovered  before  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia ;  provided  the 
fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  fourteen  dol- 
lars :  Provided  ahvays.  That  if  any  person  shall  conceive  him,  her 
or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  judgment  to  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  persons,  at  any  time 
within  the  space  of  six  days  next  following  the  date  of  such  judg- 
ment, to  appeal  therefrom  to  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  he,  she  or  they  first  entering  into  recog- 
nizance, with  at  least  one  sufficient  surety,  in  the  sum  of  twenty-eight 
dollars,  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  with  effect,  and  to  abide  the  or- 
der of  the  Court,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  be  sent,  by  mittimus,  to 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  by  him  to  be  kept,  until  he,  she  or  they 
perform  the  judgment  of  tlie  court,  or  be  otherwise  legally  dis- 
charged. 

Passed  27'th  March,  1795.— Recorded  iii  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  410. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCrV.  1795. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  toxvnship  of  Beidtdberg^  in  the  coimty  of  Dau- 
phin^ into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.   i.    BE   it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  eighth 
the  township  ot  Heidelberg,  in  the  county  ot  Dauphin,  be,  and  the  trfcTof 
same  is  liereb)',  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  ^^uycrea- 
the  eighth  election  district  in  the  county  aforesaid  ;  and  the  freemen  ^^' 
of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Samuel  Rix,  in  ShaftVr's-town,  in  the  manner  and  un- 
der the  regulations,  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
commonwtralth. 

Passed   27th  March,   1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V,  page  408. 


CHAPTER  iMDCCCV. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  William  Gardner^  junior^  to  erect  a  dam  from 
a  certain  rocky  island  iTi  the  river  7'oughioge7iy^  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland^  opposite  to  his  oxvn  land^  to  the  south  west  bank  of 
the  said  river. 

Sect.  i.  [WILLIAM  GARDNER  empowered  to  erect  a 
dam  n  the  Youghiogcny.  2.  Complaints  shall  be  proceeded  on  by 
viewers  appointed  by  the  sessions.] 

Passed  27lh  March,  1795— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  409.    . 


CHAPTER  MDCCCVIIL 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  appoint  Trus-  ^^'"'I'JI^g^ 
tees  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land  xvithin  described  bounds,  and  there-  pa.  33a.) 
on  to  erect  a  Court-house  and  Prison,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of 
Westmoreland^ 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  ^ame.  That  saiesoftse 
the  sales  of  sundry  lots  of  grounds  made  by  the  Trustees  appointed  avTs^mi^'^ 
by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  Trustees  to  purchase  apiece  [orVubu'^ 
of  land  \yithin  described  bounds,  and  therron  to  erect  a  Court-house  '«tt  ton- 
and  Prison,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,"  passed 
the  thirteenth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-five, which  lots  were   part  of  the  piece  oi    ground  purchased  by 
the  said  Trustees,  by  viitue  of  the  said  act,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing thereon  a  Court-house   and   Prison,  for  the   public   service  of 
Westmoreland   county,  bi ,  and  the  said  sales  are  herebv,  declared 
to  be  as  valid  for  the  conveyance  ol  the  estate  said  to  be  granted  by 
the  said  sales,  as  if  by  tlaesaid  recited  act  the  said  Trustees  had 
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3  795.    been  authorized  to  sell  any  part  of  the  piece  of  ground  aforesaid  to 
^— y— >  private  individuals  ;  provided,  hoAvever,  that  the  said  Trustees  shall 
be  accountable  for  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  lots 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Passed  Slat  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  418. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCIX. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of 
marsh  and  meadow  land^  therein  described^  situate  in  the  township 
of  Kingsessi7ig^  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.^  to  keep  the  banks., 
dams.,  sluices  and  food-gates  in  repair.,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  thereof 

Sect.  i.  [THE  company  of  the  Southern  disti'ict  of  Kingsessing 
Meadows  established.  2.  Time  and  place  of  appointing  Managers 
and  a  Treasurer.  3.  Penalty  on  refusal  to  act  as  Managers,  and 
how  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Manager  or  Treasurer  shall  be  sup- 
plied. 4.  Treasurer  to  give  surety  ;  and  condition  of  the  bond.  5. 
The  banks,  &c.  to  be  hereafter  supported  in  common  by  the  Mana- 
gers, who  may  assess  taxes  for  the  purpose.  Owners  shall  sow 
their  banks  with  grass-seed.  Banks  now  out  of  repair  to  be  repaired 
at  the  expense  of  the  owners.  6.  Powers  of  the  Managers.  7.  Of 
making  a  dam  across  Mingoe's  ci'eek.  8.  Of  cutting  weeds  inju- 
rious to  the  meadows.  9.  Of  ditches,  fences  and  enclosures.  Of 
swine  found  within  the  enclosures.  10.  Of  making  new  ditches  and 
drains,  and  scowering  the  old,  and  how  disputes  shall  be  settled. 
11.  Of  the  Treasurer  and  his  duty.  12.  Penalty  on  injuring  the 
banks,  dams,  sluices  or  flood-gates,  to  be  recovered,  on  conviction 
in  the  Sessions  of  Philadelphia  county.  13.  Proceeding  in  case  of 
any  owner's  refusing  to  pay  the  taxes.  14.  Of  the  meetings  of  the 
Managers,  and  the  examination  and  repair  of  the  banks.  15.  Com- 
pensation of  the  ftlanagers  and  Treasurer.  Part  of  a  former  act  re- 
pealed ;  (see  vol.  1,  pa.  265,  283,  vol.  2,  pa.  272.)] 
Passed  Slat  March,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  410.  Private  act. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXIV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  toxvnship  of  Green  in  the  county  Washington^ 
into  a  separate  election  district. 

SrxT.  I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  cornmonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Viet.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted.,  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 
the  township  of  Green,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the 
freemen  of  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  Jarret's 
Fort,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  George  Cox,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  under  the  same  regulations,  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  lUh  April,  ir95.'-Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  435. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXV.  U9d, 

An  ACT  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  within  the  counties  of 
Northampton^  Northumberland^  and  Luzerne, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  bij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsijhania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  herebij  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  intruders  on 
if  any  person  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  take  possession  of,  Nonh^lv*'^ 
enter,  intrude,  or  settle  on  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  coun-  u°"^^r°audl 
ties  of  Northampton,  Northumberland,  or  Luzerne,  by  virtue  or  ^''^^  Luzerne, 

I  '  .  '       *  counties 

under  colour  of  any  conveyance  of  hall  share  right,  or  any  other  how pujiish- 
pretended  title,  not  derived  from  the  authority  of  this  common-  "* 
wealth,  or  of  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  before  the  revo- 
lution, such  person,  upon  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  upon  indict- 
ment in  any  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  Court  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions,  to  be  held  in  the  proper  county,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer;  and  shall 
also  be  subject  to  such  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
as  the  court,  before  whoju  such  conviction  is  had,  may  in  their 
discretion  direct. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  a  foresaid,  f^o^^'^n^ 

fYM  1111  1  ■  •  r  1  t:ons  to  eon- 

Ihat  every  person  who  shall  combme  or  conspire  tor  the  purpose  vey,  possess^ 
of  conveying,  possessing,  or  settling  on  any  lands  within  the  limits  miden"^' 
aforesaid,  under  any  half  share  right  or  pretended  title  as  aforesaid,  how'pwiisS' 
or  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  townships  by  persons  not  appoint-  ^'^^^v 
ed  or  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  every 
person  that  shall  be  accessary  thereto,  before  or  after  the  fact,  shall 
for  every  such  oft'ence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hun- 
dred, nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one  half  to   the  use  of 
the  county,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer  ;  and  shall 
also  be  subject  to  such  imprisonment  at  hard  labour,  not  exceeding 
eighteen  months,  as  the  court  in  their  discretion  may  direct. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Proceeding*? 
That  the  court  wherein  any  such  conviction  shall  have  been  had  shall  ;,°truiiers. 
issue  their  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  wherein  the  said  of- 
fence has  been  committed,  or  the  said  conviction  had,  or  if  the  said 
court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  Sheriff  or  Coroner  are  not  im- 
])artial,  then  to  any  other  person  or  persons  they  may  think  proper, 
commanding  him  or  them,  together  with  the  power  of  the  county, 
if  he  or  they  should  judge  their  assistance  necessary,  to  proceed  to 
the  lands  in  question,  and  therefrom  to  expel  and  eject  all  and  eve  v 
the  person  and  persons  thereon  intruded  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  the  PioeeedMigs 

•  1     ou       -(T-  I  -11-  -1     'ftheoHicer 

said  onerirr,   or  other  person   or  persons  appointed  as   aloresaid,  returns  that 
should  make  return  to  the  said  writ,  that  he  or  they  have  been  un-  tordbi'y.w 
able  to  execute  the  same,  by  reason  of  the  forcible  resistance  of  the  mliui*."^ 
parties,  or  any  other  persons,  or  from  a  just  apprehension  of  such 
resistance  as  would  render  the  execution  thereof  by  himself  or  them- 
selves, and  the   power  of  the  county,  impracticable,  the  Prothouo- 
tary  of  the  court  to  which  such  writ  is  so  returned  shall  forthwith 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  writ  and  return,  under  the  seal  of  the 
said  court,  to  the  Governor,  and  if,  upon  the  said  return,  or  if,  upoa 
Vol.  III.  2  D 
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a  certificate  signed  by  the  President,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  or  by  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  process  of  the  court,  has 
been  resisted,  or  that  there  is  reason  to  beheve  that  the  civil  autho- 
rity will  be  incompetent  to  the  execution  of  this  law,  the  Governor 
shall  deem  it  expedient  to  order  out  a  portion  of  the  Militia  of  this 
state  to  assist  the  civil  authority  in  carrying  into  effect  this  act,  or 
any  part  thei-eof,  the  detachiiients  so  called  out  shall  receive  the 
same  pay  and  rations,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions, as  are  provided  in  other  cases. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  eiiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  a  Judge  of  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  proper 
counties,  or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  apprehend  that 
the  Sheriff  and  Coroner  are  not  impartial,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Judge  to  direct  the  venire  for  the  grand  inquest,  and 
for  the  ti'averse  jury,  to  any  person  or  persons  he  or  they  may  think 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  resist  any  officer,' or  other  per- 
son duly  authorized,  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  any  part  there- 
of, every  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and  every  person  that  shall 
be  accessary  thereto,  before  or  after  the  fact,  shall,  on  conviction, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  more  than  five  thousand  nor  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  undergo  an  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  for 
anv  period  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  order  to  disseminate  a  knowledge  of  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prothonotaries  of  the 
several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  counties  of  Northampton, 
Northumberland,  and  Luzerne,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively 
enjoined  and  required,  to  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  in  open  court, 
the  said  act,  and  every  part  thereof,  at  least  once  in  each  of  the  three 
terms  next  after  receiving  the  same  ;  and  also  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue  his  procla- 
mation, enjoining  and  requiring  all  persons  having  intruded  as  afore- 
said to  withdraw  peaceably  from  the  lands  whereon  such  intrusions 
have  been  made  ;  and  further  enjoining  and  requiring  the  several 
officers  of  government,  and  the  good  citizens  of  this  state,  to  pre- 
vent or  prosecute,  by  all  legal  means,  such  intrusions  and  intruders, 
and  to  afford  their  most  prompt  and  effectual  aid,  in  their  several 
aiid  respective  cajj^xities,  to  carry  into  full  execution  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  relative  thereto.  Provided  always^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  the  claims  of  persons  claim- 
ing lands  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascer- 
taining and  confirming  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  claim- 
ants, the  lands  claimed  by  them  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned*,"  passed  the  twenty-eightli 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  :  And 
providedfuri/ier^  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein  expressed,  shall 
not  be  considered  as  intended  to  affect  any  claims  under  the  said 
law,  nor  as  a  legislative  construction  or  opinion,  respecting  said  act, 
or  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 


211 


ascertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  1795. 
claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  ' — ^— ' 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned! ,"  passed  the  first  day  524"alid s'ee 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  or  the  validity  or  fj^g'"^"*'* 
effect  of  eidier  of  the  said  laws,     (p)  Dorrance,  % 

Passed    11th  April,  1795. — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  430. 


Dallas,  304. 


CpJ  The  following'  interesting  case 
has  occurred  under  this  act. 

Mitchell  V.  Smith,  1  Binney,  110. 
This  was  a  writ  of  error  to  the  Com- 
mon Pktas  of  Luzerne  county,  and  the 
record  presented  the  following  case. 
Smith,  the  plaintiff  below,  brought  an 
action  of  debt  against  Mitchell,  upon  a 
sealed  note  for  483  dollars,  33  cents, 
dated  11th  March,  1796,  and  payable 
to  Smith  or  order,  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years  from  the  date,  with  lawful 
interest.  The  defendant  pleaded  pay- 
ment, with  leave  to  g-ive  the  special 
matter  in  evidence.  Upon  tl;e  trial  of 
the  cause  before  President  Rush,  on  tiie 
23d  April,  1802,  it  was  in  evidence  that 
the  note  was  given  for  land  near  French- 
to-iun  in  Luzerne,  and  out  of  the  seven- 
teen townsliips,  which  land  had  been 
granted  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Susquehanna  company,  agree- 
ably to  a  resolution  of  tlie  company. 
That  the  plaintiff  by  deed,  bearing  even 
date  with  the  note,  conveyed  this  lan<l 
to  the  defendant.  That  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  Aent  together  to  view  the 
land  before  the  execution  of  the  note  or 
deed,  and  tiiat  upon  the  completion  of 
the  contract  the  defendant  was  put  in 
peaceable  possession  of  the  land,  and 
had  so  continued  ever  since.  That  the 
defendant,  at  the  lime  of  tlie  contract, 
had  full  knowledge  of  the  law  agtiinst 
intrusions  in  Luzerne  county,  and  of  the 
general  dispute  relative  to  titles  in  the 
county. 

Upon  these  facts,  and  the  act  in  the 
text,  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  in- 
sisted that  he  was  entitled  to  a  verdict 
for  the  following  reasons  :  First,  be- 
cause the  consideration  upon  which  the 
note  was  given,  was  illegal,  nnd  there- 
fore the  note  was  void.  Secondly,  be- 
cause the  transaction  on  which  the  con- 
tract originated  was  against  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  law,  and  therefore 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect.  Third- 
ly, because  the  consideration  on  which 
the  note  was  given  had  failed.  His 
honour,  in  delivering  the  charge  of  the 
court,  stated  their  opinion  upon  the 
several  m.itters  of  law  against  the  de- 
fendant, and  told  the  jury,  that  if  they 
were  of  opinion  the  defendant  knew  and 
was  acquainted  with  every  material 
circumstance  relative  to  the  bargain,  it 
was  their  duty  to  make  him  pay  the 


money  with  the  interest  thereon  ;  but 
if  they  were  of  opinion  he  was  in  any 
degree  imposed  upon,  or  purchased  ig- 
norantly,  in  that  case,  they  ought  to 
find  a  verdict  in  his  favour.  The  jury 
I'ound  for  the  plaintilT. 

To  this  charge  a  bill  of  exceptions 
was  tendered  and  sealed,  and  the  re- 
cord removed  to    his  court. 

The  act  of  Assembly  in  questioli 
enacts,  &c.  (See  act  in  the  text,  sect. 
h  2.) 

The  cause  was  argued  in  March  and 
September  terms,  1803. 

On  the  I3th  September,  1804,  the 
court  delivered  their  opinions  seriatim. 

Shippen,  C.J.  This  is  a  writ  of  error 
to  reverse  a  judgment  rendered  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county- 
of  Luzerne,  in  an  action  brought  on  a 
bill  obligatory  for  the  sum  of  483  dol- 
lars, Zc>  cents,  to  which  the  defendant 
pleaded  payment,  with  leave  to  give 
the  special  matters  in  evidence. 

It  ajipears  on  the  record,  that  the 
consideration  for  this  bill,  was  a  tract 
of  land  conveyed  by  the  plaintiff  to  the 
defendant,  lying  without  the  seventeen 
townships,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
and  held  by  him  under  a  deed  from  a 
committee  of  the  Susquehanna  company, 
under  the  Connecticut  title,  and  not  de- 
rived from  the  authority  of  this  com- 
monwealth, or  of  the  late  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania  before  the  revolution. 
The  principal  question  in  the  case  is, 
whether  this  be  a  legal,  or  illegal  con- 
sideration for  the  bill,  and  whether  the 
contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
this  land  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  so  tainting  the 
whole  transaction,  as  that  this  court 
cannot  leg-ally  afford  their  aid  to  carry 
the  contract  into  execution. 

The  mischiefs  intended  to  be  reme- 
died by  the  act  of  11th  of  April,  179J, 
were  of  a  grievous  nature.  A  warfare 
h.ad  been  carried  on  between  the  claim- 
ants of  land  under  the  title  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  the  claimants  under  Pennsyl- 
vania for  many  years,  and  many  lives 
had  been  lost  in  the  contest.  It  wiis  at 
length  found  necessary  for  Congress  to 
interpose.  They  thought  fit  to  app6int 
judges  or  commissioners  to  decide  up- 
on the  claims  of  the  respective  states, 
who,  after  a  full  and  solemn  hearing, 
made  their  decree  at  Tren^o/:,  establish- 
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1 795.     ""ff   *^6  right  of  government  over  the 
I  _  __     ,     conntrv  in  ques    on.    U)  be  in  Pennsylva- 
^"  niii,  biit  without  deciilinji-    the  i)articii- 

lartitlcsoi  individuals  claiming- th- right 
of  soil.  Notwi'.hstaiiding  this  decree, 
not  only  the  old  settlers  under  the  ti- 
tle ot  Connecticut  retained  their  posses- 
sions, but  u  great  number  of  new  per- 
sons, under  the  same  pretended  title 
intruded  into  this  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
N  and  possessed  themsrlves  of,  and  set- 
tled, such  vacant   lands   as  they  cl)ose. 

The  Legislature  of  Penns)  Ivania 
passed  repeated  acts  of  Assembly  to 
reniedy  the  evils  consequent  upon  such 
intrusions,  some  of  them  with  a  view  to 
compromise  with  the  first  settlers.  All 
of  tliem,  however,  proved  ineifectual  to 
prevent  new  illegal  settlements.  At 
length  the  act  in  question  was  pass- 
ed, called  the  intrusion  law.  This  act 
is  of  a  public  nature,  and  intended  to 
remedy  a  public  evil.  The  point  re- 
lied upon  by  the  plaintiff,  is,  that  the 
land  sold  by  the  plaintitt,  and  purchased 
by  the  defendant,  was  fairly  bt)ught  and 
sold,  all  the  circumstances  being  fully 
known  to  both  parties,  and  carried  into 
execution  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
by  his  taking  possession,  and  occupying 
the  land  ;  and  that  although  the  act  of 
Assembly  imposes  a  penalty  on  the 
party  offending,  yet  it  no  ivhere  invuli- 
dates  the  contract  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  it  is  contended,  that  the  con- 
tract, wliich  is  the  foundation  of  this 
obligation,  having  been  made  in  vio- 
lation of  the  good  policy,  and  direct 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  tliis 
court  will  not  afford  their  aid  to  carry 
such  a  contract  into  execution. 

What  then  was  the  contract  ?  It  ap- 
pears to  be  a  contract  for  selling  and 
conveying  a  tract  of  land  which  the 
plaintiff  held  under  a  deed  from  the 
committee  of  the  Susquehanna  company, 
or,  in  other  words,  under  a  Connecticut 
title.  What  says  the  law  ?  "  If  any 
persons  shall  enter  into  possession  of, 
or  shall  combine  or  conspire  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying,  possessing,  or  set- 
tling on  any  lands  within  the  ascertain- 
ed limits,  under  colour  of  any  half  share 
right,  or  pretended  title,  not  derived 
under  the  government,  he  shall  forfeit, 
&c."  Is  not  the  actual  conveying,  pos- 
sessing and  settling  this  land,  direct 
evidence  of  combining  for  tliat  purpose, 
and  of  course  a  direct  violation  of  the 
law  ?  But  it  is  objected,  that  where  a 
law  creates  a  new  offence,  and  pre- 
scribes a  specified  mode  of  punishment, 
no  other  mode  can  be  pursued.  This 
is  generally  true  where  the  ac;  contains 
no  prohibitory  clause  ;  in  which  case 
the  common  law  punisliment  by  indict- 
ment might  be  inflicted,  although  the 


punishment,  directed  by  the  act,  was 
by  bill,  plaint  or  information.  Here 
indeed  there  is  no  general  prohibitory 
clause,  the  act  directing  only  that  if 
any  person  shall  do  so  and  so,  he  shall 
be  punished  so  and  so.  Is  this,  how- 
ever, a  case  involving  a  double  jjunish- 
ment  by  prosecution  ?  All  that  is  con- 
tended for  is,  that  the  contract  is  ille- 
gal, being  founded  on  a  breach  of  the 
law,  and  of  consequence  a  void  con- 
tract, and  c.innot  be  enforced  in  a  court 
of  law.  And  for  this  purpose  there 
cannot  be  a  more  express  authority  than 
the  case  in  Carth.  252,  where  Lord  C, 
J.  Holt  sa^s  "  that  every  contract  made 
by  or  about  a  matter  or  thing  which  is 
prohibited,  and  made  unlawful  by  any 
statute,  is  a  void  contract,  though  the 
statute  itself  df)th  not  mention  that  it 
siiall  be  so,  but  only  inflicts  a  penalty 
on  the  offender  ;  because  a  penally  im« 
plies  a  proliibition,  though  there  are  no 
prohibitory  words  in  the  statute."  This 
authority,  although  perhaps  it  might 
not  warrant  a  conclusion  that  a  penalty 
implies  a  prohibition  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  offence  punishable  by  in- 
dictment, in  case  the  law  had  pre- 
scribed another  and  a  specific  punish- 
ment for  the  offence,  yet  it  certainly  is 
an  authority  to  prove  that  a  contract 
about  a  matter  prohibited  oy  statute  is 
unlawful  and  a  void  contract,  although, 
the  act  does  not  expressly  say  so,  and 
that  a  penalty  implies  a  prohibition,  so 
as  to  make  the  com  ract  void.  The  spirit 
of  this  Iaw  in  Carthew  has  been  follow-' 
ed  up  in  numerous  modern  cases,  par- 
ticularly where  goods  have  been  pur- 
chased abroad  with  an  intent  to  smug- 
gle them  \nXo  England.  In  these  cases 
the  seller  of  the  goods  although  a  fo- 
reigner residing  in  a  foreign  country, 
cannot  recover  the  price  of  his  goods 
in  England,  if  he  were  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  smuggling  transaction  ; 
the  whole  contract  being  tainted  and 
nullified  by  the  ilicg-al  act,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  recovery  of  the  debt  in  the 
country  whose  lav/s  were  violated. 

I  would  barely  a'^!d,  that  if  we  could 
enforce  the  payment  of  tlie  considera- 
tion money  for  this  land,  we  must  like- 
wise have  been  obliged  on  the  other 
hand  to  enforce  the  delivery  of  the 
possession,  in  case  the  money  had  been 
paid,  and  possession  refused,  which 
clearly  would  have  been  a  most  glaring- 
infraction  of  the  law ;  the  remedies 
must  be  mutual,  or  not  at  all. 

This  subject  has  been  lately  canvass- 
ed intliis  court,  in  the  case  of  Maybin 
V.  Coulon,  where  we  were  compelled  to 
resist  the  payment  of  an  otherwise 
honest  demand,  on  account  of  it  being 
founded    on,    and  connected    with    9, 
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breach  of  the  laws  of  trade,  in  covering' 
the  property  of  a  foreigner,  by  usinj^ 
tlie  name  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  in  obtaining  the  register  of  a 
sJiip    (4  Dallas''  Rep.  298.) 

For  these  reasons  I  ;ini  ot  opinion 
the  judg-ment  bel'»w  must  be  reversed. 

Teates,  J.  ^Vhetlier  this  case  be  con- 
sidered on  principle,  or  precedent,  I  am 
of  opinion  tlie  jiidgmenlof  tlie  common 
pleas  cannot  be  supported. 

Courts  of  Justices  sit  to  carry  into 
execution  dispassionately  the  jjcneral 
■will  of  the  commmuty,  disclosed  by 
the  laws.  It  would  seem  a  solecism  in 
jurisprudence  that  a  contract  whicli  ne- 
cessai-l!y  leads  to  defeat  tlie  jirovisions 
of  an  act  of  the  Les'islaturejof  theli.gli- 
est  public  concernment,  should  receive 
judicial  sanc.ioii  and  support.  The 
single  bill  on  wlii_h  the  action  is  found- 
ed, is  dated  lltli  March,  1796;  and 
therefore  the  laws  in  force  at  that  ime 
only,  c:m  afiect  our  determination. 
The  intrusion  law  was  passed  11th 
April,  1795.  (The  two  first  sections 
here  recited.) 

Tiie  bill  of  exceptions  states  that  a 
deed  bearing  equal  date  with  the  single 
bill,  was  executed  by  liie  defendant  in 
error  to  the  plaintiff,  for  1500  acres  of 
land,  in  Smitlifield  towuship  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  wliich  the  former 
claimed  by  a  grant  of  the  committee  of 
the  Susquehanna  company,  out  of  the 
seventeen  townships;  that  both  par- 
ties went  together  to  view  tlie  lands 
previous  to  the  execution  of  the  bill  or 
deed,  and  that  the  plaintiff  in  error 
vf3LS  put  in  possession,  and  coJitinued  theve- 
in  since  tlie  time  of  the  contract. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  tiiat  the 
agreement  was  entered  into  in  direct 
violation  of  tlie  intrusion  act, /or  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying,  possessini^  and  settling 
the  lands  interdicted,  wider  a  half  share 
right  or  pretended  title  not  derived  fi-om 
the  authority  of  this  commonwealth,  or 
of  the  late  proprietaries.  It  openly  at- 
tacked the  sovereignty  of  the  state, 
over  a  considerable  part  of  the  lands 
clearly  comprised  within  her  chartered 
limits. 

In  Booth  et  al.  v.  Hodgson  ct  al.  6- 
Term  Rep.  409,  Ld.  C.  J.  Kenyan  ob- 
serves, that  •'  It  is  a  maxim  in  our  law, 
that  the  plaintiff  must  siiew  that  he 
stands  on  a  fair  ground,  when  he  calls 
on  a  court  of  justice  to  administer  re- 
lief to  him."  And  in  yaques  v.  Withey 
and  Reed,  1  H.  Black.  67,  it  is  said  by 
counsel,  and  seemingly  assented  to  by 
the  court,  that  "  where  an  action  is  in 
affirmance  of  an  illegal  contract,  and 
the  object  is  to  enforce  the  performance 
of  an  engagement  prohibited  by  law, 
clearly  such  an  action  was  iu  no  case  to 


be  maintained.  "  And  Ld.  C.  J.  Ellen.' 
borovgh  in  the  late  case  of  Edgar  ct  al.  v. 
FoVv'/er,  in  1803,  has  said,  "  We  will 
not  assis'  an  illegal  transaction  in  any 
respect:  we  leave  the  matter  as  we 
find  it,  and  then  the  maxim  applies,  7ne- 
lior  est  conditio  possidentis.''^  3  East.  22.5, 
A  broad  ground  is  laid  down  by  Ld.  C. 
J  Holt  \n  Barelett  V.  Vitior,  Cart h.  25  I. 
in  these  words  "  Every  contract  made 
for  or  about  an\  matter  or  thing,  wliich 
is  prohibited  and  made  unlawful  iiy  any 
statute,  is  a  void  contract  though  the  .na- 
tute  itse/f  doth  not  mention  that  it  shall 
dc  so,  but  c)nly  inflicts  a  penalty  oi  the 
oifcnde'-,  because  a  penalty  implies  a 
prohihitiun,  though  there  are  no  Jrohi- 
bitory  words  in  the  statute."  If  the 
law  is  correctly  laid  down  in  these  au- 
tlurities,  I  run  little  hazard  in  v.ssert- 
iiig  tiiat  the  suit  of  the  plaintiff  in  the 
common  pleas  cannot  be  supported. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  contracts 
wliich  violate  the  rules  of  decency  or 
morality,  or  oppose  principles  of  sound 
policy  of  the  country  are  illegal  and 
void.  The  case  cited  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error  tuUy  prove  the  posi- 
tions. 

So  also  of  contr.acts  which  immedi- 
atcly  tend  to  defeat  the  legislative  pro- 
visions for  the  security  and  peace  of 
the  commimity,  though  not  made  void 
by  statutes  Thus,  in  Biggs  v.  Larj- 
rence,  3  Term  Rep.  454,  a  cf)ntract  for 
goods  to  be  smuggled  'into  England  was 
held  invalid:  and  it  is  there  said,  that 
one  who  seeks  redress  in  a  court  of 
law  must  not  shew  tliat  he  broke  the 
laws  of  the  country.  In  Clitgas  v.  Pena- 
iuna,  4  Term  Rep.  466,  it  was  resolved, 
that  an  inhabitant  of  Guernsey  cannot 
recover  in  England  for  goods  sold  there, 
if  intended  to  be  smuggled  into  England. 
It  was  held  immoral  to  evade  tlie  laws 
of  the  country,  though  the  act  was  doi)e 
ill  Guernsey,  and  though  the  contract 
m  gilt  be  legal  in  Guernsey,  and  enforced 
there.  In  Waymell  v .  Reed  et  al.  1  Term. 
Rep  599,  a  vendor  of  goods  abroad 
shall  not  recover  the  value  of  goods 
packed  up  in  order  to  be  smuggled  in- 
to England ;  for  even  foreigners  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  subvert  the  revenue 
laws.  In-  Aiitchel  et  al.  v.  Cockburne,  2 
//  Black.  379,  A-  and  B  were  engag- 
ed in  a  partnership  in  insuring  ships, 
&.  .  which  was  carried  on  in  the  name 
of  A.  and  A.  paid  the  whole  of  the 
los.ses  :  such  a  partnership  being  illegal 
by  the  Stat.  6  Geo  1  c.  IS,  A.  could  not 
maintain  an  action  against  B.  to  recover 
a  share  of  the  money  that  had  been  so 
paid  ;  because  no  contract  arising  di- 
rectly out  of  such  an  illegal  proceeding' 
could  be  the  foundation  of  an  action. 
In   tlie  case  before  cited,  6  Term  Rep. 
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40j,  a.  B.  and  C.  became  partners  in 
insuring  ships  contrary  to  the  said  sta- 
tute of  6  Geo.  1,  c  18,  §  12,  but  it  was 
agreed  the  policies  should  be  under- 
written in  the  name  of  A.  only.  Several 
policies  were  efl'ected  and  the  premiums 
received  by  C  and  D.  and  it  was  held, 
that  A.  could  not  recover  ag'ainst  C. 
and  D.  And  in  Camden  v.  Anderson,  6 
Term  Rep.  730,  a  policy  effected  in 
contravention  of  a  statute  made  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  monopoly 
granied  to  tlie  £ast  India  company, 
w^as  held  void.  Courts  will  not  enforce 
contracts  injurious  to,  and  against  the 
public  good.  Per  Cli.  Justice,  2  Wils. 
348,  many  contracts  which  are  not 
against  morality  are  still  void,  as  being 
against  the  maxims  of  sound  policy. 
Per  Ld.  Mansfield,  Coivp.  39,  and  again, 
in  the  same  book,  page  343,  his  lordship 
uses  the  following  expressions  :  "  The 
objection  that  a  contract  is  immoral  or 
illegal  as  between  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant, sotmds  at  all  times  very  ill  in  the 
mouth  of  the  defendant.  It  is  not  for 
his  sake,  however,  that  the  objection 
is  ever  allowed  ;  but  it  is  founded  in 
g-eneral  principles  of  policy  whicli  the 
defendant  has  the  advantage  of  contrary 
to  the  real  justice  as  between  him  and 
the  plaintiff,  by  accident,  if  I  may  say 
so.  The  principle  of  public  policy  is 
this,  ex  dolo  inalo  non  oritur  actio.  No 
court  will  lend  its  aid  to  a  man  who 
founds  his  cause  of  action  upon  an  im- 
moral or  illegal  act.  If  from  the  plain- 
tiff's own  stating,  or  otherwise,  the 
cause  of  action  appears  to  arise  ex  turpi 
eausa,  or  the  transgression  of  a  posi- 
tive law  oi  this  country,  there  the 
court  says  he  has  no  right  to  be  assisted. 
It  is  upon  that  ground  the  court  goes  : 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  defendant,  but 
because  they  will  not  lend  their  aid  to 
such  a  plaintiff.  So  if  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  were  to  change  sides,  and 
the  defendant  was  to  bring  his  action 
against  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  would 
then  have  tlie  advantage  of  it :  for 
where  both  are  equally  in  fault, /lor/or 
est  conditio  defendentis.""  These  observa- 
tions afford  a  decisive  answer  to  part 
of  the  arguments  of  defendants  coun- 
sel. 

But  ii  has  been  further  objected  that 
most,  if  not  all  of  the  cases  relied  on, 
either  respect  offences  prohibited  at 
common  law,  or  such  as  had  been 
theretofore  created  by  statute,  and  par- 
ticularly smuggling  transactions,  which 
the  courts  were  extremely  jealous  of, 
as  they  defrauded   the   royal  revenue. 

It  was  said  that  the  act  of  6th  April, 
1802,  (chap.  2288,  infra,)  was  made  to 
supply  the  very  deficiency  which  exist- 
ed before,  and  which  was  now  attempt- 


ed to  be  supplied  by  a  judicial  decision ; 
for  sect.  4th  vacates  such  contracts  as 
the  present,  and  the  act  did  not  take 
effect  till  the  1st  May,  1802. 

I  answer,  tliat  it  would  be  no  great 
stride,  in  my  idea,  to  maintain,  that 
after  the  decree  at  Trenton,  the  sales  of 
titles  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania, 
under  the  grants  of  a  sister  state  not 
recognized  by  our  laws,  would  be  in- 
dictable on  the  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Such  acts  are  immediate  at- 
tacks on  the  sovereignty  of  this  state, 
tend  to  violences  of  the  most  alarming 
nature,  and  are  public  evil  examples. 
But  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise,  and., 
that  the  authorities  in  the  English  books 
related  merely  to  smuggling  transac- 
tions (though  the  fact  is  contrary,)  I 
take  it  that  tlie  same  grounds  of  deci- 
sion wiiich  influenced  the  courts  in 
England  to  determine  such  contracts  to 
be  invalid,  would  equally  operate  on 
our  minds  to  declarp  the  same  as  to 
agreements  which  intimately  affect  the 
public  peace  and  national  prosperity. 
In  both  cases  the  subject  matter  is  of 
great  magnitude.  The  public  revenue 
is  endangered  and  affected.  Individuals 
ai-e  defrauded.  Why  should  we  not  be 
as  tenacious  as  British  judges  in  in- 
stances of  public  revenue  being  de- 
frauded, tending  to  infractions  of  the 
public  peace,  and  where  the  very  acts 
of  contracting  are  express  denials  of 
the  right  of  the  people  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  state  ?  It  was  candidly 
admitted  during  the  argument,  that 
the  deed,  of  which  the  single  bill  in 
question  was  the  consideration,  vested 
no  right  or  interest  whatever  in  the 
grantee. 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  subject  of  a 
contract  ought  to  be  such  a  thing  as 
men  have  a  lawful  right  and  power  of 
stipulating  about,  at  pleasure,  1  Paw. 
Cunt.  164.  The  law,  by  forbidding  an 
act,  takes  from  the  contractor  the  power 
of  obliging  himself  to  do  it,  and  conse- 
quently prevents  the  person  contracting 
from  gaining  any  right  of  requiring  it 
to  be  done,  ib.  165,  a  contract  or  agree' 
ment  is  unlawful,  if  it  be  to  encourage 
tinlawful  acts  or  omission,  ib.  195.  On 
the  whole  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
judgment  of  the  common  pleas  be  re- 
versed. 

Sviith,  J.  concurred,  and  assigned 
his  reasons. 

Brackenridgc,  J.  The  consideration  of 
the  bill  in  question  is  the  giving  posses- 
sion, and  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 
under  a  title  derived  from  what  is  call- 
ed the  Susquehanna  company.  This 
claim  is  founded  on  the  principle  that 
the  land  is  without  the  charter  boun- 
dary of  Pennsylvania.     Hence  it  is  ad- 
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yerse  to  the  claim  of  this  state,  both 
ks  to  soil  and  jurisdiction.  It  is  true, 
the  mouth  of  the  claimant  paramount, 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  from  whom  the 
company  derive  their  claim,  is  shut  by 
a  decision.  But  this  does  not  conclude 
the  possessor,  as  to  the  right  of  soil, 
nor  in  fact  will  it  conclude  his  exer- 
tions as  to  jurisdiction.  The  very  ob- 
ject of  the  sale  is  to  induce  settlers,  and 
increase  strength  to  support  vexatious- 
ly  the  claim  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  force  independent  of  law. 
Shall  the  courts  of  the  state  be  called 
upon  to  enforce  contracts,  and  assist 
combinations  against  herself  Exercis- 
ing jurisdiction,  the  state  is  bound  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  aid  contracts, 
but  not  such  as  militate  against  her  own 
rights.  It  would  be  unnatural,  and 
against  reason,  which  is  a  ground  of 
the  common  lav/.  It  is  against  public 
policy.  Self  preservation  forbids  it.  So 
that,  independent  of  any  act  of  the 
Legislature,  I  must  hold  the  transfer 
illegal,  and  the  obligation  given  under 
such  consideration  void. — Judgment  re- 
versed. 

So,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  In 
the  case  of  Woodworth  and  another,  v. 
Dole  and  others.  2  Johns^  cases  in  er- 
ror, 4l7.  A.  claimuig  title  under  the 
Connecticut  Susquehanna  Cotnpany,  to  land 
situate  in  the  State  o{  Pennsylvania,  and 
claimed  by  that  state,  sold  the  land  to 
B.  who  gave  his  notes  for  the  purchase 
money,  part  of  which  was  paid ;  and 
A.  executed  to  B.  a  quit  claim,  deed 
for  the  land.  B.  afterwards  filed  his 
bill  in  chancery,  praying  that  A.  might 
be  perpetually  eiijoiued  from  assigning 
the  notes,  or  proceeding  at  law  to  re- 
cover the  amount ;  and  that  the  mo- 
ney paid  might  be  refunded :  it  was 
held,  that  the  sale  was  maintenance,  in 
selling  a  pretended  title,  and  that  both 
parties  bemg/iar?  delicto,  a  court  of  equi- 
ty would  not  relieve  either ;  and  the 
bill  was  therefore  dismissitd.  The  in- 
dividual states  having  submitted  their 
territorial  claims  to  the  "judiciary  oi' the 
United  States,  are  to  be  so  far  consider- 
ed as  having  ceded  their  sovereignty, 
and  as  corporations  ;  and  tlieir  riglit  to 
transfer  lands  must  be  judged  of  by  the 
same  rides  of  common  law,  as  the  rights 
of  other  persons,  natural  or  politic. 

In  a  note  tothis  case,  it  is  said,  "  The 
above  is  the  substance  of  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  court.  But  three 
Judges  were  of  opinion,  that  the  court, 
being  in  possession  of  the  merits  of  the 
cause,  in  order  to  prevent  further  liti- 
gation, ought  to  have  modified  the  de- 
cree, so  as  perpetually  to  enjoin  the 
respondents  from  assigning,  or  suing  on 


the  note ;  but  the  majority  were  for  af- 
firming the  decree  as  it  stood." 

And,  in  Whitaker  v.  Cone,  2  jfohns. 
cases  in  error,  53.  In  assumpsit,  the 
plaintiff  declared  on  two  promissory 
notes  made  by  the  defendant  to  him  for 
135  dollars,  61  cents  each,  dated  9tk 
Feb'y,  1796,  one  payable  in  cattle,  and 
the  other  in  money,  the  1st  Sep'tr,  1798. 
Upon  the  pleas  of  iion  assuvipsit  and 
payment,  and  a  notice  was  subjoined  to 
the  plea,  according  to  the  statute,  that 
the  notes  in  question  were  given  without 
consideration,  and  were  obtained  by 
fraud  and  imposition,  having  been  given 
on  the  sale  by  the  plaintiff  to  defendant, 
through  the  agency  of  one  Hunt  of  Sus- 
quehanna lands,  to  which  neither  the 
plaintiff  nor  Hunt  had  any  title. 

It  appeared  at  the  trial,  that  the 
lands  in  question,  were  certain  lands  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  claimed  by 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  called  Connecti- 
cut Susquehanna  lands.  The  plaintiff, 
by  contract  had  sold  to  HuntSi  township 
of  the  said  lands,  and  while  Hunt  was 
in  treaty  with  the  defendant  and  some 
others,  for  the  sale  of  the  same  lands 
to  them,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  fulfil  his  contract 
with  Hwit,  on  account  of  doubts  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  Connecticut  title  ;  and 
the  plaintiff  who  was  present,  said  he 
had  no  doubt  the  Pennsylvania  title 
might  be  purchased  for  a  trifle ;  that  he 
had  lately  received  information  from 
the  Susquehanna,  of  ce.vt.s.\n  papers  whicb, 
had  come  to  light,  very  favourable  to 
the  Connecticut  title ;  and  the  defendant 
and  the  others  encouraged  and  induced 
by  the  plaintiff  made  the  contract  with 
Hunt  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  at 
two  and  fourpence,  Connecticut  currency, 
per  acre.  The  defendant  and  the  others 
took  up  the  notes  given  by  Hunt  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  gave  their  own  notes  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  amount. 

The  lands  were  proved  to  be  situated 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  tiie  state  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  upon  the  evidence, 
tlie  Judge  was  of  opinion,  that  the  de- 
fendant hud  sufficiently  shewn  a  want 
of  consideration.  The  plaintiff  then  of- 
fered to  prove,  thai  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion were  vacant  and  unsettled  at  the 
time  tiiey  were  sold  by  Hunt,  and  that 
the  lands  contiguous  were  principally 
settled  by  persons  under  the  Connecti- 
cut title,  and  tl-.at  many  of  these  settle- 
ments were  made  previous  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecti- 
cuti  but  the  Judge  rejected  the  evidence 
as  improper.  The  plaintiff  submitted 
to  a  nonsuit,  with  liberty  to  move  thp 
court  to  set  it  aside,  and  fop  a  new  trial. 
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1 795.  These    motions   were    accordingly 

i_  .     ._,    made  and  argued. 
'~^^  Ptr  CuriuDi.     This  case  comes  within 

tlie  prlnci[jle  laid  down  in  the  case  of 
JI^'oodKonk,  V.  Bole  and  othe/%;  decided 
in  the  court  for  correction  of  errors,  in 
March  last,  (1800.)  Buying- and  sell- 
ing- of  lands  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  vendor,  and  held  adversely  at  the 
time,  is  buying-  and  selling  a  pretended 
title,  and  is  nut  a  valid  consideration  f  )r 
a  promise.  It  is  a  species  of  mainte- 
nance, and  void  on  genei-al  principles  of 
law  and  public  policy,  A  sale  by  one 
state,  of  lands  within  the  jurisdiction 
and  under  the  adverse  claim  of  another 
state,  must  be  judged  by  tiie  same  prin- 
ciples oflaw,  as  a  sale  by  an  individual, 
since  the  several  states,  in  respect  to 
their  territorial  claims,  have  submitted 
themselves  to  the  cognizance  of  the  ju- 
diciary of  the  United  Statet. 

Though  the  sale  was  forvially  made 
by  Bunt  to  the  defendant,  yet  the  plain- 
tiff was  privy  thereto,  and  instrumental 
in  eiTecting  it,  and  he  had  previously 
conveyed  the  same  lands,  under  the 
same  title,  to  Hunt,  whose  notes  he 
held  for  tiie  purchase  money,  wliich 
were  delivered  up,  in  exchange  for  the 
present  notes.  If  Hunt  was  not  merely 
the  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  in  this  trans- 
action, yet  the  plaintiff  received  the 
notes,  for  the  like  consideration,  and 
with  fuUnotice  of  all  the  circumstances  ; 
he  is,  therefore,  to  be  affected  by  the 
objection  against  the  legality  of  the  con- 
sideration. The  court  are  tlierefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  motion  ought  to  be 
denied. 

It  is  believed  this  long  depending 
controversy  is  now  nearly  settled, 
though  at  a  great  expense  to  the  state. 
Its  history  may  be  accurately  traced  in 
the  council  books  remaining  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  in  the  journals  and  minutes 
of  the  legislature  under  the  province, 
and  the  commonwealth.  But  the  do- 
cuments are  so  numerous  and  volumin- 
ous, as  to  preclude  even  an  abstract  in 
a  note.  All  therefore  that  is  now  pi-ac- 
ticable  or  useful,  is  a  reference  to  the 
laws  which  have  existed,  or  do  now  ex- 
ist on  this  subject. 

By  an  act  to  prevent  and  stay  suits 
from  being  brought  against  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Wyoming,  during  the  time  there- 
in mentioned,  passed  13th  March, 
irSS,  (chap.  1002,)  all  process  to  dis- 
possess the  JVyonii7ig  settlers  was  stay- 
ed, allhoiigh  the  decree  of  Trenton,  pro- 
nounced by  commissioners  agreeably  to 
the  9th  article  of  the  confederation  of 
■  the  United  States,  was  in  favour  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania.  But  this 
act  was  repealed  by  ai\  act  passed  9th 


September,' 1783,  (chap.  1019.)  And 
tlie  division  of  tlie  townships  of  Shawa- 
nesc.  Stoke  and  Wyoming,  into  districts, 
was  confirmed,  and  autiiority  given  to 
the  e.vecutive  to  commijision  Justices  in 
those  districts. 

On  the  15th  September,  1784,  an  act 
was  passed,  (chap.  1180,)  entitled  "an 
act  for  tlie  more  speedy  restoring  the 
possession  of  certain  messuages,  lands 
and  tenements,  in  Northumberland 
county,  to  the  persons  who  lately  held 
the  same;"  which  was  limited  in  its 
contmuaiice  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  by  which  it  was  recited,  that  ma- 
ny persons  at  Wyoming  had  been  violent- 
ly dispossessed  of  the  lands,  &c.  which 
they  occupied;  the  executive  was  au- 
thorized to  direct  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  county  of  Northumberland 
to  proceed  forthwith,  in  executing  tlie 
laws  relating  to  forcible  entry  and  de- 
traner;  and  their  proceedings  therein, 
or  the  writ  of  restitution  thereupon,  or 
the  effect  thereof  in  those  cases,  were 
not  to  be  superseded,  or  delayed  by  cec- 
tiorari,  or  any  other  writ  issued  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

By  an  act  enthled  «♦  An  act  for  quiet- 
ing the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  for 
pardoning  certain  offenders,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
passed  24tii  December,  1785,  (chap. 
1188,)  A  general  pardon  and  indem- 
nity was  offered  for  offences  committed 
in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Northampton,  in  consequence  of  any 
controversic'S  which  subsisted  between 
the  Connecticut  claimants,  and  other 
citizens  of  this  state,  befure-  the  first 
of  November,  1785  ;  Provided,  That 
no  person  having  so  offended,  should 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  act,  unless 
he  surrendered  himself  to  some  Jus- 
tice before  the  15th  April,  1786,  and 
entered  into  a  recognizance  to  keep 
tlie  peace,  and  be  of  good  behaviour 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  Tlie 
executive  was  likewise  authorized, 
to  employ  a  sufiicient  number  of  the 
militia  to  enforce  the  laws  in  those 
counties,  and  to  apprehend  offenders, 
who  should  not  surrender  within  the 
specified  period.  By  the  5th  section 
of  the  act,  so  much  of  the  act  of  9tii 
September,  1783,  (chap.  1019,)  as 
confirms  the  division  of  the  towii- 
.ships  of  Shaivanese,  Stoke  and  Wyoming, 
into  two  districts,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  ena- 
bles the  executive  to  commission  the 
Justices  elect,  was  repealed,  and  the 
commissions  grantedin  pursuance  there- 
of, annulled. 

By  an  act  ])assed  25th  SeptV,  1786, 
(chap.  1233,)  the  county  of  Luzerne 
was  erected. 
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By  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascer- 
tainin.^-  and  confirming'  to  certiun  per- 
sons, culifd  Connecticut  claimants,  tlie 
lands  by  them  claimed  vvidiin  tlie  coun- 
ty of  Litzcnu;  and  lor  oilier  purposes 
tliei-einmenaoned,"  passed  23lh  Marcli, 
1787,  (cliap.  1274,)  provision  was  made 
for  ascerlaining  and  confirmini;-  tlie  ti- 
tles of  ihe  CuniiPC/icut  claimants,  and 
for  allowing-  tUe  Pennsylvania  claimants 
an  equivalent,  at  tl.eir  opiion,  in  the 
old  or  new  purchases  ;  wliicli  was  sus- 
pended by  an  act  passed  29th  March, 
178S,  (chap.  1274,)  and  finally  con- 
demned and  repealed  by  an  act  of  1st 
April,  1790,  (chap.  1414,  vol.  2,  page 
524.) 

In  Vanhorne's  lessee  v.  Dorrance,  2 
Dallas,  304,  the  court  declared  the  act 
of  28lh  March,  1787,  commonly  called 
the  confirming-  law,  to  be  unconstitution- 
al and  void. 

See  also  the  act  to  compensate  David 
Meade,  and  others,  passed  9th  March, 
1796,  (chap.  1866,)  and  the  cases  de- 
cided ihereon,  in  the  notes,  vol.  2,  pa. 
242-3,  &c. 

On  the  4th  April,  1799,  an  act  was 
passed,  (chap.  2042,)  entitled  *'  An 
act  tor  offering  compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  lands 
•within  the  se\5-nteen  townships  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned." — 

This  being-  a  distinct  subject,  all  the 
supplements  and  other  laws  connected 
with  it,  are  e;-iven  in  the  nores  lo  the 
said  chap  2042,  afterwards  in  this 
volume 

By  an  act  pas.=,ed  11th  Mjrch,  1800, 
(chap,  2118,)  the  limiiarion  act  of  26ih 
March,  1785,  (w.l  2,  pa  299,)  is  re- 
pealetl,  and  rendered  null  and  void,  and 
declared  'o  have  no  force  or  eflfect  with- 
in what  is  called  the  seventeen  town- 
ships, in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  nor  in 
any  case  wiiere  title  is,  or  h;is  at  any 
tinv.  ,  hc-en  claimed  under  what  is  called 
the  Siuqueh  jina  company,  or  in  an\  way 
under  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  any 
land ^  or  possessions  witlnn  this  com- 
monwealth. 

B\  a  supplement  to  the  act  in  the 
text,  passed  16tli  Feb'\,  1801,  (chap. 
2171,)  In  all  trials  on  indictmenis  fm* 
taking-  l)'.s'^ession  of,  entering-,  intruding 
or  se  tling  on  any  lands  f  umded  on  the 
act  in  llie  text,  p  oof  that  the  person 
indicted,  entered  nto,  mtruded,  set- 
tled on,  or  was  in  possession  of  the  said 
land  beti)re  'he  time  of  finding  the  said 
indictment,  shall  be  sufricient  to  C(;n- 
vict  such  person  of  the  ollcnce  charged 
in  the  indictment,  unless  the  said  per- 
son indicted  shall  pi-ove  that  he  or  she 
entered  upon,  took  possession  of,  or  set- 
fled  on   such   land  before  the  time  of 
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p.assing  tile  act  in  the  text,  or  tliat  he 
or  she  had,  at  t!>e  time  of  his  or  her  en- 
tering into,  taking  possession  of,  or  set., 
tling  on  such  land,  a  good  and  bona  Jide 
title  to  such  land  derived  from,  or  un- 
der this  ct-mmouwealth,  or  the  propri- 
etors of  Pennsylvania  before  the  revolu- 
tion. 

On  a  conviction  for  a  second  offence, 
the  offender  shall  forfeit  500  dollars, 
one  half  to  tne  use  of  the  county,  llie 
other  half  to  the  inibrmer,  and  i)e  sub- 
ject to  iminisonment  at  hard  labour,  not 
less  than  six  months  nor  exceeding  two 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court : 
And  any  perstm  convicted  more  than 
twice,  shall  be  imprisimed  at  hard 
labour  for  any  term  not  less  than  two 
years,  nor  exceeding  seven  years,  and 
pay  a  fine  not  less  thati  500  dollars  nor 
more  than  1000  dollars,  for  the  uses 
aforesaid. 

The  Governor  was  authorized  to  ap- 
point  an  agent  to  inquire  into  offences 
committed  against  the  act  in  the  text ; 
who  was  to  be  upoit  oath  or  affirmation  ; 
to  iiold  his  office  during  the  Governor's 
pleasure,  and  receive  a  compensation  of 
1200  doll-.rs,  annually,  payable  quarter- 
ly; and  any  person  resisting  such  agent, 
or  any  person  acting  tnider  his  au  nori- 
ty ;  or  any  accessary  before  or  after  the 
fact ;  or  those  who  conspire  to  resist  or 
obstruct  the  .-laid  agent,  or  any  person 
actmg  under  his  authority,  or  under  the 
authority  of  this  act,  sh:ill  forfeit  and 
pa\ ,  on  conviction  for  every  such  of- 
fence,  a  sum  not  exceeduig  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  be  subject  to  impri- 
sonment at  hard  laboui,  for  any  period 
not  more  than  seven  years,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  tlw  court  (But  this  office 
was  abolislied  by  an  act  passed  4th 
April,   1805,  chap.  2611,  §  7) 

Everv  male  person,  above  the  age  of 
21  years,  coming  to  reside  within  the 
counties  of  Wa/iie,  Northainpton,  Lu- 
zerne, Northumberland  ov  L ^coining,  was 
directed  to  deliver  within  three  months 
fi-t)m  his  arrival,  to  the  said  agent,  or 
to  the  copstabla  of  the  township,  or  to 
the  Sherifi  of  the  proper  county,  or  one 
of  h:s  deputies,  a  written  declaration 
of  his  name  and  place  of  abod>-,  and  of 
the  American  stare  or  the  foreign  coun- 
try in  which  he  last  resided,  and  also 
whether  he  claimed  any,  an<l  if  any, 
wliut  lands  within  the  bounds  of  the 
commonwealth  under  a  title  derived 
directly  or  indirectly  from  or  through, 
the  colony  or  state  of  Connecticut,  or  the 
Delaware  or  Sxisquehanna  company,  un- 
der the  penally  of  forty  dollars.  The 
returns  of  such  declarations  to  be  made 
to  (he  sess'ions,  under  the  penalty  of 
100  dollars,  in  case  of  defaidt  to  be  re- 
covered on  conviction  on  indictment  vx 
o 
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the  sessions,  &c.  And  the  several 
clerks  of  the  sessions  shall  carefully 
preserve  among  their  public  papers  all 
such  declarations. 

In  all  actions  of  ejectment  for  any 
lands  to  which  any  title  or  claim  under 
Connecticut,  &c.  is  pleaded  or  drawn  in 
question,  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  by 
way  of  damages,  satisfaction  for  the 
mesne  profits  of  the  landi  recovered  in 
any  ejectment,  down  to  the  time  of  the 
entry  of  judgment  in   such  ejectment. 

In  all  actions  o'f  trespass  tii  et  annis, 
wherein  any  title  or  claim  under  Con- 
necticut, &c.  is  pleaded  or  drawn  in 
question,  the  plaintiff,  on  affidavit  to  be 
wade  by  himself,  or  any  person  on  his 
behalf,  may  hold  defendant  to  special 
bail,  in  such  sum  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Judge,  &c. 

In  every  such  action,  the  defendant 
shall  at  the  first  term  put  in  his  plea, 
specifying  his  title  particularly,  and  on 
refusal  or  neglect  to  do  so,  judgment 
shall  be  entered  as  by  default. 

The  Governor  was  authorized  to  call 
out  the  militi),  on  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  agent,  &c.  that  he  had  reason  to 
apprehend  pereonal  danger  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  &c. 

The  Governor  is  also  authorized  to 
issue  his  proclamation  forbidding  fu- 
ture intrusions,  &c. 

By  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  main- 
tain the  territorial  rights  of  tliis  state, 
kc.  passed  6th  April,  1802,  (chap.  2288,) 
after  1st  May,  1802,  no  coni'eyance  to 
be  made  of  any  land  within  tlie  coun- 
ties of  Luzerne,  Lycoming  and  Wayne, 
shall  be  good  or  effectual  to  pass  any 
right,  title,  estate,  interest  or  claim 
whatever,  either  at  law  or  in  equity, 
unless  the  title  to  the  land  in  such  con- 
veyance mentioned,  is  derived  from 
this  state,  or  the  late  proprietaries 
thereof  before  the  4th  ot  July,  \7T6, 
and  unless  the  said  conveyance  shall 
expressly  refer  to  and  recite  the  sub- 
stance of  the  warrant,  survey,  patent 
or  title  under  which  the  same  is  deriv- 
ed, from  this  state,  or  the  late  proprie- 
taries thereof  before  the  said  4th  July, 
1776.  And  if  any  Judge  or  Justice  sliall 
take  an  acknowled.tcm^nt,  or  proof  of, 
or  any  Recorder  of  Deeds,  or  any  other 
person,  shall  record  any  deed,  which 
shall  not  have  been  derived  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  of- 
fence, the  sum  of  200  dollars,  recover- 
able by  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court  of 
Record  in  this  state,  one  half  to  the 
commonwealth,  the  other  to  tiie  person 
who  will  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  such 


acknowledgment  and  recoi'ding  shall 
be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  every 
such  Recorder  of  Deeds  so  offending, 
shall  forfeit  his  office ;  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contamed  shall  be  so 
construed,  as  to  make  valid  any  con- 
veyance heretofore  made,  of  any  pre- 
tended title  or  claim  to  land  under  the 
colony  or  state  of  Connecticut,  or  either 
of  the  companies  known  by  the  names 
of  the  Connecticut  Susquehanna,  or  the 
Connecticut  Delaware  company. 

§  2.  No  person  in  any  mannerinte- 
rested  in  the  said  pretended  title  or 
claim,  shall  sit  as  Judge,  or  sei-ve  as 
juror,  in  any  cause,  civil  or  criminal, 
wherein  the  said  pretended  claim  or 
title  shall  or  may,  directly  or  indirectly, 
be  brought  into  question ;  and  if  any 
Sheriff  shall  summon  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  serve  as  a  juror  or  jurors,  who 
are  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  and 
interested  in  any  Connecticut  title,  know- 
ing him  or  them  to  be  so  concerned  or 
interested,  such  Sheriff  shall,  on  con- 
viction, be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 500  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other 
fines  and  forfeitures  are  recoverable  by 
lavtr. 

§  3.  None  of  the  penalties  or  disabili- 
ties created  by  the  present  act,  except 
so  far  as  relates  to  Judges,  Sheriffs  or 
Jurors,  shall  relate  tolandor  the  claim- 
ants of  land  within  the  seventeen  town- 
ships of  Luzerne  county,  or  any  of  them, 
so  far  as  concerns  any  act  of  theirs  le- 
specting  lands  within  the  said  town- 
ships, which  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  duly  submitted  according  to 
law,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
4th  April,  1799,  (chap.  2042,  ante.)  or 
any  supplement  thereto. 

§  4.  Any  person  who  shall  after  1st 
June,  1802,  bargain,  sell  or  convey,  or 
by  any  ways  or  means  obtain  get  or 
procure  any  pretended  right  or  title,  or 
make  or  take  any  promise,  contract, 
grant  or  covenant,  to  have  any  right  or 
title  of  any  person  or  persons,  in  or  to 
any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments 
within  this  state,  under  the  said  pre- 
tended title  from  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut, or  either  of  the  said  companies, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  g  200,  recover- 
able by  action  of  debt,  &c.  and  such 
promise,  contract,  grant  or  covenant, 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  utterly  void, 
and  of  no  effect. 

In  the  case  of  the  Coininon'.vealth  v. 
Franklin  et  al.  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
December,  1802.  The  act  in  the  text, 
was  declared  to  be  a  valid  and  consti- 
tutional act.  (MSS.  Reports.) 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXVII.  1795. 

An  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Dickinson  College* 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented,  and  appears  to  the  pre- 
-sent  Legislature,  that  the  present  funds  of  Dickinson  College  are 
inadequate  to  its  support :  And  whereas  not  only  motives  of  just 
policy,  but  the  injunctions  of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth, 
call  for  a  dissemination  of  useful  science,  by  establishing,  on  a  pub- 
lic foundation,  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning:  Therefore, 
Sect.  1.  [A  grant  of  five  thousand  dollars  to  Dickinson  Col- 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  j>rowionror 
That  there  shall   be  annually  admitted  into  the  said  College  any  ?en1md?nts, 
number  of  students  who  may  be  offered,  in  order  to  be  taught  read-  grat^^^^^'^ 
ing,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  gratis ;  provided  the  number  so  ad- 
mitted and  taught  shall   at  no  time  be  greater  than  ten,   and  that 
none  of  the  said  students  shall  continue  in  the  said  College  longer 
than  two  years. 

Passed  11th  April,  1^95.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  423. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  John  Hatvger  to  erect  a  dam  on  Pemi's  creek. 

Sect.  1.  [JOHN  HAWGER  allowed  to  erect  a  dam  on  Penn's 
creek.  Proviso,  as  to  private  rights  ;  and  to  keeping  the  dam  in 
repair,  with  a  passage  for  rafts.  2.  Complaints  shall  be  heard  and 
decided,  upon  report  of  viewers  to  be  appointed  by  the  sessions.] 
Passed  11th  April,  1795— Private  act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.p.ig-e  422. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  a  new  election  district  in  the  county  of  Allegheny. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met^ 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  follow-  ^  neweic*. 
ing  bounds  in  the  county  aforesaid  include  and  be  erected  into  a  se-  ^^^^''^j^j"- 
parate  election  district,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  inouth  of  Miller's  run,  A»^ehciiy 
thence  by  a  straight  line  to  a  point  where  the  Big  lick  run  empties 
itself  into   IMontour's   run,  to  James  Bagg's  fork  of  the   same  ; 
thence  up  said  fork  to  the  county  line  ;  thence  with  the  county  line 
to  Charticr's  creek  ;  thence  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning ; 
and  that  the  freemen  residing  within  the  said  district  are  hereby 
authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Henry  Noble,  in  Noblesburgh,  under  the  same  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  13tli  April,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  435. 
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1795.  CHAPTER  MDCCCXXII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  director.)!  of  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia  to  encrease  the  annual  payment  of  the  mejnbers  of 
the  said  company. 

Passed  13lh  April,  1795.— Private  act. — Ilecorded  in  Law  Book  No.V.  page  434. 


CHAPTER   MDCCCXXIIT. 

An  A.UT  for  erecting'  part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  into  a 
separate  county. 

'\^''HERE  AS  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  lying  Northwest  of  the  Muncey 
hills,  have  by  their  petitions  set  forth  to  the  Legislature,  that  they 
labour  under  great  inconvenience,  by  reason  of  their  great  distance 
from  the  seat  of  justice,  and  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  they 
should  be  relieved  in  the  premises  : 

Sect,  i.  Be    it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
,,  viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 

county  ti'ect-  all  that  part  of  Northumberland  countv,  lying  northwestward  of  a 
line  drawn  from  the  ]\Iifflin  county  line,  on  the  summit  of  Nittanny 
Boundaries    mountain  ;  thence   running  along  the  top  or  highest  ridge  of  the 
comity?"""^  said  mountain,  to  where  the  White  Deer  Hole  creek  runs  through 
the  same,  and  from  thence  by  a  direct  line  crossing  the  West  Branch 
of  Susquehanna,  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Hole  creek,  to  the  end  of 
Muncy  hills  ;  thence  along  the   top   of  Muncy  hills   and  the  Bald 
mountain,  to  the  Luzerne  county  line  ;  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be  henceforth  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Lycoming  county, 
itsjunsdic-        Sect.  it.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
lii'.'-'c^'trbe  '^h^t  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of   Lycoming  shall,  at  all 
t{"^  3nme  as   timcs  hereafter,  enjoy  all'and singular  the  jurisdictions, powers,  rights, 
oilier  coan'    liberties  and  privileges  whatsoever,  within  the  same,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  other  counties  of  this  state  do,    mav  or  ought  to  enjoy 
within  their  respective  counties,  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
CO  nmonweaith. 

Thejudiii-        [Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
unntioT.fil'  '^^^^  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and   the  President  of  the 
Se^f^'*    third  district,  of  which   district  the  said  county  of  L}'coming   is 
hereby  declared  to  be  part,   as  well  as  the  Asbociate  Judges  which 
(Supplied.)    shall  be  commissioned   in  and  for  the  county  of  Lycoming,  shall 
have  like  powers,  jurisdictions  and  authorities,  within  the  same,  as 
are  warranted  to  and  exercised  by  the  said  Judges  in  other  counties 
of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Lycoming,  shall   be   opened  and  holden  on  the  Monday 
next  succeeding  the  General  County  Courts  held  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland  in  each  year,  at  the  Court-House  in  the  said  coun- 
ty-] 


ues< 


221 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  ont/writy  aforesaid,  1795. 
That  no  action  or  suit  now  commence  .,  ci  that  may  b.  commenced  ^— v~— ' 
in  the  County  Courts  oi  Northumberland,  before  the  first  day  of  ?!'°''if '°r  f°f 

■'  _  _  '  _     _  _     .'  the  continu- 

November  next,  against  any  person  li\ing  or  residing  within  the  anceot pro- 
bounds  of  the  county  of  Lycoming,  shall  be  stayed,  discontinued  menoedin 
or  affected  by  this  act,  or  any  thing  herein  contained,  but  that  the  lanu  comity. 
same  may  be  prosecuteei  to  the   final  issue,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  this  act  had  not  been  pusscd. 

Sect.  v.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid.  Election  of 
That  the  inhabiiimts  of  the  said  county  of  Lycommg  shall,  under  cer"\y,b^" 
the  same  rules,  laws  and  rey-ulations,  as  the  other  counties  of  this  thessmeas 

'  ^  .  in  other 

commonwealth,  elect  such  officers,  as  thev,  by  lasv  and  the  constitu-  counties. 
tion,  ai-e  entitled  to, 

Sfxt.  VI,     ind  be  it  further  enacted  bz/  the  authority  aforesaid.  '^h^'=°^^^y 

,  -^  ^     ^  J     J  '  oilicers  to 

That  the  feheriffs,   Treasurers,  and  :.il  such  officers  as  have  heretofore  give  the 
usually  given  bail  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  stcurUyin 
respective  offices,  who  may  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed  in  the  tkst'^"""* 
county  of  Lycoming,  before  they  or  either  of  them,  shall  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  give  sufficient  security, 
in  the  like  sums,  in  the  like  manner  and  form,  and  for  the  like  uses, 
trusts  and  purposes,  as    such   officers   are   obliged  by  law,  for   the 
time  being  to  do  in  the  covmty  of  Northumberland. 

[Sfxt.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  S°s"rbl^'°"° 
That  the  Governor  be  authorized,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  ap-  api'v  ii.red,  to 
point  five  commissioners,  which  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  for  county 
them,  shall  meet  at  the  town  of  Northumberland  on  the  first  Mon-  "'  '"*^^" 
day  of  September  next,  and  proceed  to  vicAv  and  determine  upon 
the  most  eligible  and  proper  situation  for  erecting  the  public  build- 
ings for  the  said  county,  and  make  their  report  into  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  this  commonwealth  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber next,  which  report  so  made  shall  be  final,  and  shall  fix  and  de- 
termine the  spot  for  the  seat  of  justice  in  and  for  the  said  county ; 
for  which  service  each  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  and  re-  xhehpay. 
ceive  three  dollars />£"?•  diem  for  every  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  -obsolete  j 
the  said  service,  to  be  paid  bv  warrants  drawn  by  the  county  com- 
missioners on  the  Treasurer  of  Northumberland  countv.] 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  cforesaid.  The  county 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful   for  the  commissioners  of  taxes  of  erstotake 
the  said  county,   which  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  election,  ?hu"i'o1;"tbi° 
to  take  assurance  to  them,  a"nd  their  successors  in  office,  of  such  lot  'nl^^"^"'"*' 
or  piece  of  ground  as  shall  have  been  approved  ot  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  court-house,  gaol,  and  offices  for  safe- 
keeping of  the  records ;  and  that  for  defraying  the  expenses  there- 
of the  county  commissioners  shall  assess  and  levy,  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  acts  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  ix.   And  be  it  firtiier  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid,  Anesraee* 
That  all  arrearages  of   taxes  now  due,  and  which  have  been  assess-  (otf^^''j,'°1Jl 
ed  within   the   county  of  Northumberland  prior  to  the  passing  of  eJ. 
this  act,  shall  be  collected  by  the  proper  officers,  and  pai  I  inio  the 
treasury  of  the  said  covinty  of  Northumberland,  in  the  same  man- 
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ner  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed,  [and  that  the  said  county  of  Ly- 
coming shall  form  a  part  of  the  district  composed  of  Northumber- 
land and  Dauphin  counties,  for  electing  members  of  Congress,  and 
shall  form  a  part  of  the  district  of  Mifflin,  Northumberland  and  Lu- 
zerne counties,  for  electing  Senators  of  this  commonwealth.] 

[Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  and  the 
county  of  Lycoming,  shall  jointly  elect  thi^ee  representatives,  to 
serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  state,  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  and  make  return  thereof  in 
like  mannei-,  as  is  directed  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  state  for 
conducting  and  making  return  of  the  election  of  Northumberland, 
any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.] 

[Sect.  11.  The  taxable  inhabitants  to  be  enumerated  and  return- 
ed to  the  Legislature.     Obsolete.] 

Passed  Ijtli  April,  l/'95. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  488.  CqJ 

and  place  of  holding  elections  therein 
fixed,  b}'  act  of  26th  Feb'y,  1801,  (chap. 
2195.) 

Tioga  township  erected  into  a  sepa- 
rate district,  by  act  of  3d  April,  1804, 
(chap.  2307,  Sect.  8.) 

Burlington  election  district  establish- 
ed, by  act  of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap. 
2599,  sect.  17,)  place  of  holding  elec- 
tions therein  lixed,  by  act  of  31st 
March,  1806,  (chap.  2715,  sect.  23.) 

Place  of  holding  elections  in  the 
third  district  fixed,  and  Delmar  town- 
ship erected  into  a  separate  district,  by 
act  of  11th  April,  1807,  (chap.  2856, 
sect.  28-29.) 

The  place  of  holding  elections  in  the 
fourth  district  fixed. — In  the  lo  wer  Tioga 
district,  fixed  ;  and  the  eleventh  district 
erected  of  part  of  Washington  town- 
ship, bv  act  of  4th  April,  1809,  sect. 
18-19-20. 

Place  of  holding  elections  in  Burling- 
ton, the  seventh  district,  changed.  Part 
of  Delmar  township  erected  into  a  se- 
parate district.  And  the  place  of  hold- 
ing elections  in  the  Cliftsburg  district 
altered,  by  act  of  20th  March,  1810, 
sect.  5,  6,  7. 

An  academy  established  at  Williams- 
port,  in  Lycoming  county  ;  by  act  of  2d 
April,  1811. 

Lycoming,  with  Nortiiuniberland  and 
Luzerne  counties  form  the  eighth  Ju- 
dicial district,  by  act  of  24th  Feb'y, 
1806,  (chap.  2634.)  And  by  the  same 
act  the  courts  in  Luzerne  are  held  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  January,  April, 
August  and  November.  In  Northum- 
berland on  the  second  Mondays  after 
the  comnienccmentof  the  courts  in  Lu- 
zerne, and  in  Lycoming,  on  the  second 
Mondays  after  the  commencement  of 
the  courts  in  Northumberland.  The 
term  continues  two  weeks. 

Lycoming  county  forms  part  of  the 
middh-  district  of  the  Supreme  Couft. 


f^J  Part  of  Lycoming  county  taken 
into  the  cotmtv  of  Centre,  by  act  of 
13th  February,  1800,  (chap.  2092.) 

Part  of  Lycoming  county  taken  into 
Armstrong  cutmiy,  by  act  of  12th  Matcii, 
1800,  (chap.  2119) 

Commissioners  appointed  to  run  part 
of  tiie  lines  between  Lycoming  and  Cen- 
tre, by  act  of  7th  Januar\,  1801,  (chap. 
2147.) 

Commissioners  appointed  to  run 
the  line  between  Nortlmviberland,  Lu- 
zerne and  Lycoming,  by  act  of  23d 
February,  1801, (chap.  2182.) 

Part  of  Lycoming  taken  into  Indiana 
county  by  act  of  30th  March,  1803, 
(chap.  2363.) 

Part  of  Lycoming  taken  into  the 
countie'i  of  Jefferson,  M'Kean,  Clear- 
Jield,  Foiler  and  Tioga,  by  act  of  26th 
March,  1304,  (chap.  2466.) 

Part  of  Luzerne  county  annexed  to 
Lycoming,  h\  act  of  2d  April,  1804, 
(chap.  2494.)  But  this  part  is  taken  in- 
to the  county  of  Ontario,  by  act  of  21st 
February,  1810. 

The  powers  of  the  commissioners, 
&c.  of  Lycoming  county,  extended  to 
the  count)'  districts  of  Potter  and  Tioga, 
and  the  commissioners.  Sec.  to  keep 
distinct  accounts  of  monies  collected 
from  each  of  the  said  county  districts  : 
and  the  recorder  to  provide  a  separate 
book  for  recording  of  deeds  for  each  of 
the  said  districts,  by  act  of  3d  Feb'v, 
1806,  (chap.  2629.) 

Slieriff  of  Lyc.oming  to  give  secu- 
rity in  the  sum  of  5000  dollars,  and  the 
Coroner  in  one  fourth  of  that  simi,  by 
act  of  28th  March,  1803,  (chap. 
2355.) 

The  first  gleet  ion  district  enlarged, 
and  the  place  of  holding  the  elections 
therein  est;;blished.  The  second  dis- 
trict declared,  and  the  place  of  hold- 
ing elections  therein  established,  and 
the  fourth  election   district  enlarged, 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXXy.  1795. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  township  of  Mahanoy^  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
thumberland^ into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.    BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxoealth  of  Fennsyhania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sayne^  That  The  tenth 
the  township  of  Mahanoy,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,    is  eiectiondis- 
hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,   by  the  name  of  the  thumber- 
tenth  district  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  :  and  that  the  freemen  erected!"'^' 
residing  within  the  said  district  are  hereby  authorized  to  hold  their 
annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William  Dobson,   in 
said  district. 

Passed  15th  April,    1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  438. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXXVI. 

An  ACT   to  erect  the  townships  of  Cocalico  and  Elizabeth^  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster^  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  cojnmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assevibly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted^  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  Thatxheftfth 
the  townships  of  Cocalico  and  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Lancas-  tjfet  of  Lan.* 
ter,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  caster  county 
the  fifth  election  district ;  and  the  freemen  thereof  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Henry  Miller,  near  Euphrata. 

Passed  15th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  437. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXXYIL 

An  ACT  to  cede  to  and  vest  in  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
island  commonly  called  Mud-Island. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commo7iwealth  of  Ren?2sylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Mud  island 
all  the  right,  title,  property  and  interest  of  this  commonwealth,  in  u.'^stlites."^^ 
and  to  the  island  commonly  called  Mud-Island,  situate  in  the  river 
Delaware,  together  with  all  the  improvements  thereon  erected,  placed 
or  being,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ceded  to   and   vested    in   the 
United  States  of  America,  as  fully,  absolutely  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, as  this  commonwealth  now  holds  and  is  entitled  in  and  to  the 
same ;  Provided  ahvays  nevertheless,  That  if  the  said  United  States  cession 
shall  not  accept  the  same  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  ^^'^en  to'be 
act,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  cession  hereby  made  shall  be  abso- 
lutely void  and  of  no  effect :  Provided  further ,  That  the  state  of 
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1795.    Pennsylvaiiia  may  at  all  times  occupy  the  said  island  and  fortifica- 

^— y— ^   tions,    whenever  the   same   shall  not  be  possessed    by    a    mLitury 

Reservation,  f^^j-ce  under  the    United  States  :   And  provided  further^  That   che 

jurisdiction  of  the  state  of   Pennsylvania  over  the  said  island,    in 

civil  and  criminal  cases,  be  the  same  as  before  the  passing  of  this 

act. 

Passed  15th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  437. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  a  part  of  East  Pennsborough  and  Allen  townships 
in   the  county  of  Cumberland^  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pefinsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Aiieweiec-  jnet.  a?id  it  is  herebii  enacted  bu   the  authoritii   of  the  same^  l^hat 

tion  district  •-'  >-•  %/       •/  ' 

incumber-  all  that  part  of  East  Pennsborough  and  Allen  townships,  in  the 
erected!"  ^  county  of  Cumberland,  that  will  lie  east  of  a  direct  line  to  be  run 
from  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Cienden^'n  in  E.ist  Pennsborough 
township,  to  the  house  of  Archibald  Lowden  ;  tli-ince  by  a  direct 
line  to  the  mouth  of  Dogwood  run,  including  tht;  dwellmg-houses 
of  the  said  John  Clendenen  and  Archibald  Lowden,  shall  be  erect- 
ed into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  freem  n  residing  with- 
in the  said  district  are  hereby  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  elec- 
tions at  the  Silver  Spring  meeting-house,  in  East  Pennsborough 
township  aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Passed  15th   April,  1795. — Recorded   in  Law  Booli  No.  V.  page  431. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXXX. 

pag^eTra.c.'    -^^  ACT  to  authorize  the   inhabitants  of  the  Northern-LibertieSy 
318, 319, vol.      within  a  certain  described  part  thereof  to  regulate  the  streets^ 
lanes  and  alleys^  tuithiJi  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assefn- 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
the  Governor  be,  imd  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three  Sur- 
veyors, who  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  are  hereby  en- 
joined and  required,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  survey,  re- 
gulate and  direct  the  courses  and  degrees  of  descent,  and  the  dis- 
tances from  the  sides  of  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  roads,  of  all 
and  every  the  gutters,  natural  water-courses  and  common  sew.^rs, 
and  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  same,  and  to  survey  and  regulate  all  and 
every  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  roads,  already  laid  out  within 
the  following  bounds  of  the  township  of  che  Northern-Liberties, 
to  wit ;  Beginning  at  the  Northern  bounds  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  river  Delaware ;  thence  up  the  sane  river,  che 
several  courses  thereon,  to  Shackamaxon  creek,  commonly  called 
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Three  Sur- 
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Gunner's  run;  thence  up  the  west  side  of  the  sam^  creek,  to  the     1795. 
south   line  of  the  lands  of  the   estate  of  Isaac  Norris,  deceased :    v.«-y-.«<> 
thence  by  the  same  tract  of  land,  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  the 
road  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  Frankford  ;  thence  down  the  same 
road  to  a  stake  ;  thence  west  to  the  Mustard-mill,  on  Germantown 
road,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Masters,  deceased;  thence 
continuing  the  same  course  to  the  old  York  road ;  thence  on  the 
west  side  of  the  said  road,  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  Hickory- 
lane  ;  thence  westerly,  up  the  said  lane,  to  the  head  thereof;  thence 
continuing  the  same  course  to  the  AVissahickon  road ;  thence  down 
the  same  road,  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  the  northern  bounds 
of  the  said  city ;  thence  by  the  same  city  to  the  river  Delaware,  the 
place  of  beginning ;  and  the  said  Surveyors  aforesaid,  having  sur- 
veyed the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  roads,  lying  south  of  Co- 
hocksink  creek,  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  regulated  and 
directed  the  courses,  and  ascertained  the  degrees  of  descent  of  all 
and  every  the  water-courses  within  the  same,  shall  make,  or  cause  correct 
to  be  made,  correct  drafts  or  plans  of  all   the  said  streets,  lanes,  made^Vthl 
alleys  and  roads,  and  of  the  courses,  and  degrees  of  descent  of  the  l^^^^nTre' 
said  water-courses,  together  with  every  necessary  explanation,  and  JJJrelju^ 
return  the  same,  under  their  hands,  to  three  Justices  of  the  Peace  tices.  tw 
w^ithin  that  part  of  the  Northern-Liberties  aforesaid,  who  are  here-  speaion; 
by  enjoined  and  required  to  keep  and  preserve  the  same  iu  their  re- 
spective offices,  for  the  public  inspection  and  examination  of  all  per- 
sons concerned,  for  the  space  of  three  months,  after  which  the  said 
justices,  together  with  six  resident  freeholders,  by  them  to  be  ap- 
pointed, shall  give  public  notice  in  two  of  the  public  newspapers  in  tpbeadver- 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  whereof  shall  be  in  the  German  Ian-  "'^' 
guage,  at  least  six  diiferent  times  within  two  succeeding  weeks,  that 
on  a  day  certain,    and  particularly  expressed  in  such  public  notice, 
they  will  examine  the   said   drafts    or  survey,  and  hear  the  objec-  objections 
tions  of  any  land-holders,  or  other  persons,  who  may  think  them-  i^%^}? 
selves  aggrieved ;  and  the  said  Justices  and  freeholders,  appointed  as  anddecided 
aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  adjudge  and  deter-  1^.5]"^  ■'"^" 
mine  whether  the  same  shall  be  fully  and  finallyestabiished,  or  whe- 
ther any  and  what  alterations  shall  be  made  therein,  and  shall  direct 
the  same  dratfs  or  plans,  together  with  such  alterations  as  shall 
be  made  therein,  their  adjudication  thereupon,  and  every  necessary 
explanation,  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  ii.  A?2d  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aiitharity  aforesaid,  /^^^^yg^Me 
That  a  separate   survey  or  regulation  of  that  part  of  the  district  of  ^^1  of°that 
the  Northern-Liberties,  which  lies  on  the  north  side  of  Cohock-  panofthe 
sink    creek,    within   the   first    described  bounds,    shall    be    made  cohpckiink. 
by  the  same  Surveyors,  in  all  things  conducted  in  the  same  manner, 
and  under  the  same  regulation,   as  the  survey  or  regulation  of  that 
part  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  which  lies  on  the  south  side,  except 
that  the  freeholders  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Justices  shall  re- 
side on  the  north  side  of  the  aforesaid  creek. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  v^yotth^ 
That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  township  of  the  Northern-  how  w°be' 
Liberties  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized  to  draw  orders  on  the  Su-'^'"^'^*'*>'^''' 
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1795.    pervisor  or  Supervisors  of  the  roads  for  the  said  township,  for  the      1 
C'-v— «^    p^v  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  said  Surveyors,  who  are  hereby        ■ 
enjoined  and  required  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  orders  ;  and  the 
same  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said   Supervisors  in  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts, 
xm    foot-        Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ways  anil      That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  three  Justices,  resident 
be"rdered     in  the  Northem-Liiberties,  on  the   application  of  any  five  resident 
to  be  pave  .  fJ.gg]-^Ql(JeJ.s^  to  issue  their  precept  to  any  suitable  person  or  persons, 
authorizing  him  or  them  to  cause  the  foot-ways  and  gutters  of  such 
street,  lans  or  alley,   so   applied   for,  to  be  paved  with  bricks  or 
stones,  as  the  case  may  require,  and  to  plant  posts  or  curb  stones, 
to  prevent  the  same  from  being  injured  by  carriages,  agreeably  to 
the  regulations  of  the  Surveyors  aforesaid  >  Provided  ahvays^  That 
the  greater   part  of  the  space  required  to  be  paved,  shall  be  built 
Privilege  of  upou  and  improved  :   And  provided  also.  That  all  and  every  owner 
houTe7to      or  owners  shall  have  the  privilege  of  paving  their  own  fronts  as  afore- 
th^mseives.  Said,  SO  that  they  have  it  completed    within  one  moixth  after  notice 
given  for  that  purpose,  by  the  person  or  persons  appointed  to  pave 
Br  adth  of    ^^  aforesaid,  by  writing,  under    his  or  their  hands  :   And  provided 
pavements,  further.  That  no  person  shall  be  obliged  to  pave  any  foot-way  to  a 
greater  breadth  than  four  feet  in  front  of  any  lot,  whereon  a  dwel- 
ling-house shall  not  be  erected. 
.    ,.   ..  Sect.  v.   And  be  it  further  enacted  bii  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Application  J  •  i       i     n  •  i  • 

c  be  made  to  That  the  pcrson  or  persons  so  appointed  shall,  previous  to  his  or 

owners  for  .  *.  i  i       •  •        i    i  i  •  i  •         ^ 

the.xpense  their  entering  on  the  duties  required  by  this  act,  make  an  estimate 
pavements,    of  the  expense,  and  apply,  by  written  notice,  to  the  several  owners 
of  lots  and  buildings  within  the   space   required   to  be  paved,  for 
fncase'of ^''  their  respective  proportions  ;  and  in  case  any  owner  or  owners  shall 
refusal  1*0      neglect  Or  rcfusc  to  pay  such  amount  within  four  weeks  after  notice 
pay  ihe         as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and   may  be  lawful  for  the  person  or  persons 
appointed  as  aforesaid  to  borrow  the  same,  and  the  neglecting  own- 
er or  owners  shall  be  accountable  to  him  or  them  for  the  amount  so 
borrowed,  with  legal  interest  thereon. 
Proceedings       Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
'"•'^^rrand    T'^at  iu  case  any   grounds  or  buildings  belong  to  minors  or  absent 
absentees,     persons,  then  the  same  shall  be  recovered  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons having  the  care  of  such  grounds  or  buildings  belonging  to  such 
minor  or  absent  owner,  and  the  receipts  of  the  person  appointed  to 
pave  as  aforesaid  shall  be  good  vouchers  to  all  executors,  adminis- 
trators, guardians,  trustees,  or  attornies,  against  their  principals ; 
and  where  any  owner  or  owners  of  any  grounds  or  buildings,  attor- 
nies, executors,  administrators,   trustees  or  guardians,  cannot  be 
found,  or  in  case  any  of  them  neglect  to  pave  their  own  fronts,  or  to 
pave  the  portion  respectively  allotted  to  them,  then  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  Justice  of  the   Peace  resident  in  the  Northern- 
Liberties  to  issue   executions  for  the  same,   to  be  levied  on   the 
grounds  or  buildings  of  such  absent  owner,  executors,  administra- 
tors, guardians  or  attornies  ;  and  the  person  so  appointed  by  the 
Justices  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorized  to  rent  the  same  for  the 
shortest  space  of  time,  in  which  the  rent  and  profits  will  satisfy  the 
debt  and  cost'^. 
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Sect.    vii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  afotemuh     17*950 
That  in  case  any  owners  of  lots  or  buildings,  or  the  persons  having    *— v^-' 
the  care  of  any  lots  or  buildings,  as  executors  or  administrators,  ^°eTs1[au% 
guardians,  trustees  or  attornies,  shall  be  in  arrear  on  a  final  settle-  '■^covered, 
ment  of  the  accounts,  and  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  person,  appointed  by  the  Justices 
aforesaid,  to  recover  the  same,  with  costs,  by  action  of  debt,  as 
debts  of  the  same  amount  are  by  law  recoverable. 

Passed  17th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  475. 

CHAPTER  MDCCCXXXII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  a  deviation  in  the  course  of  that  part  of  the 
state  road  from  Bedford  to  Pittsburgh^  -which  lies  betxveen  Turtle- 
Creek  and  Pittsburgh. 

WHEREAS  it  appears  from  the  representation  of  many  citi- 
zens, that  a  deviation  from  the  course  of  that  part  of  the  state  road 
from  Bedford  to  Pittsburgh,  which  lies  between  Turtle-Creek  and 
the  latter  place,  would  greatly  accommodate  the  inhabitants  in  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  and  otherwise  be  of  use  and  benefit  to  the 
public  :  And  whereas  the  Governor,  with  a  view  to  obtain  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  deviation,  directed  a  survey 
to  be  made  of  the  courses  and  distances  thereof,  which  survey  being 
returned  on  the  sixth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two,  has  been  examined  and  approved :  Therefore, 
Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  the  a  deviatic© 
said  survey,  heretofore  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Govern-  ofHmbargh 
or,  for  ascertaining  the  courses  and  distances  of  a  proposed  Tu^i'e-Lreek 
deviation  in  that  part  of  the  state  road  from  Bedford  to  Pitts- to  that  town. 
burgh,  that  lies  between  Turtle-Creek  and  Pittsburgh  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  by  him 
recorded  among  the  records  of  the  executive  department ;  and 
thereupon  the  same  shall  be  deemed,  taken,  and  for  ever  established, 
as  designating  and  ascertaining  the  true  and  only  courses  and  dis- 
tances of  the  part  of  the  state  road  aforesaid,  any  law,  record  or  pro- 
ceeding, to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwithstanding ;  and 
the  survey  and  record  heretofore  made  of  the  said  state  road  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  so  far,  but  no  further  va- 
cated, and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  17tli  April,  1795  — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  481. 

■♦■ 

CHAPTER  MDCCCXXXVn. 

A?i  ACT  to  ascertain  certain  parts  of  lines  between  the  counties  of 
Berks^  Northampton^  Northumberland  and  Luzerne^  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  eiiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
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1 795.     the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  t» 
W^^"—^    appoint  three  Commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  proceed 
Commission-  ^q  j-un  the  line  between  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Northumberland, 
appointed  to  and  the  counties  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne,  beginning  at  the 
between'"''   forks  of  Mahautango  and  Pine  creeks,  at  the  place  called  the  Spread- 
Northu^^     Eagle,  and  from  thence  north  sixty-six  degrees  east,  until  the  same 
No'^J^ham^'*  shall  intcrscct  the  line  dividing  the  counties  of  Berks  and  North- 
ton  and        ampton,  and  from  thence  the  same  course  to  the  lichigh  creek ; 
thence  along  the  east  bank  of  the  said  Lehigh  creek  to  the  head 
thereof;  from  thence  a  due  north  course  to  the  boundary  of  the 
state  ;  which  shall  hereafter  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  boun- 
dary line  between  Berks  and  Northumberland,  and  Northampton 
and  Luzerne  counties. 
Commission-      Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
appointed.    That  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
tainiijierof  ^^^^  commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  proceed  to  run 
Chester,       out  and  fix  the  lines  of  Chester,  Lancaster  and  Berks  counties,  in 
and  BeiL'.    and  through  the  whole  of  the  townships  of  West-Nantmill,  in  the 
county  of   Chester,  of  the  township  of  Caernarvon, '  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  and  of  Caernarvon  in  the  county  of  Berks,  or  such 
parts    thereof  as    may  be    necessary  to  ascertain  the   boundaries 
thereof,  which   lines,   when    so    run    and  fixed  by    the    Commis- 
sioners  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the 
Surveys        towuships  aforcsaid  the  lines  of  the  said  counties  respectively. 
made°to^be         Sect.  III.  And  be  H  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
not'by^the     That  where  any  surveys  have  been  made  previous  to  the  passing  of 
proper  sur-    tj^jg  act,  Avithin  the  counties  aforesaid,  by  any  deputy  surveyor,  and 
districts.     "  it  shall  be  found  after  the  running  of  the  several  lines,  as  directed 
by  this  act,  that  the  same  surveys  are  not  within  the  proper  district 
of  such  deputy  sui'veyor,  the  return  of  such  survey  or  survej's  by 
the  deputy  or  deputies  who  may  have  made  the  same  under  circum- 
stances of  uncertainty,  shall  be  as  good  and  available  in  law,  as  if 
the  same  had  been  executed  and  returned  by  the  proper  deputy  of 
shall  not       the  district,    any  lau  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding  : 
pr^r^tyr'^  Providcd  cUzvaifs^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall,  in  any  degree. 
How  the      prejudice  or  affect  the  right  of  private  property, 
expense  of         Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authoritit  aforesaid^ 

executing  i-  i  •  r  .-'*'..' 

thisact  shall  That  the  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined 
^^  "  upon  the  Commissioners,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  appointed  by  thejfirst 
section  of  this  act,  sliall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasuries  of  the  said 
counties  of  Berks,  Northumberland,  Northampton  and  Luzerne,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  which  shall  be  necessary,  and  the  expenses 
which  shall  be  incurred,  in  running  the  lines  between  the  said  coun- 
ties respectively,  as  in  this  act  directed  ;  and  the  expenses  attending 
the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  Commissioners,  so  as 
aforesaid  to  be  appointed  by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  ti-easuries  of  the  counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster  and 
Berkfs,  in  proportion  to  the  time  which  shall  be  necessary,  and  the 
expenses  which  shall  be  incurred,  in  running  the  lines  between  the 
said  counties   respectively  as  in  this  act  directed. 

Pyssed  17  h   April,  1795 —Recorded  in  Law   Book  No.  V.  page  484. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXL.  1795. 

Ati  ACT  for  erecting  part  of  the  county  of  Bedford  into  a  separate  '^  '"'  '~^ 

county. 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  part  of  Bedford 
Qounty  have,  by  their  petitions,  set  forth  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  state  the  great  hardships  they  labour  under  from  being  so 
remote  from  the  present  seat  of  justice,  and  the  public  offices  :  For 
remedy  whereof, 

Sfxt.   I.    Be  it  enacted   by  the  Senate  and  House    of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonruealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,,  That  Thecounty 
all  that  part  of  Bedford  county,  lying  and  being  to  the  westward  of  °*^^°'"?"^' 
a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  top  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  from  and  its' 
where  the  Maiyland  line  crosseth  the  same  to  where  the  line   of  deso-JbetT 
Huntingdon  county  crosseth  the  same   mountain,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  declared  to  be  erected  into  a  county,  henceforth  to 
be  called  Somerset. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  rights 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Somerset  be  entitled,  and  gef  ofThi^ 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have  all  and  singular  the  courts,  iuris-  "].''?'bhant3 

.  ,  1  •     •!  1  •  1   J"*"-"     01  the  new 

dictions,  offices,  rights  and  privileges,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  county  the 
other  counties  of  this  state  are  entitled  by  the  constitution  and  othe^coun- 
laws  of  this  state.  "^'' 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  when  and 
That  from  and  after  the   fourth  Monday  in   September  next,  the  coS*^ 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas   and  General   Quarter  Sessions   of  the  trheid!*^" 
Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Somerset  shall  be  opened  and 
held  on  the  Mondays  next  following  the  courts   of  Westmoreland 
county,  at  Brunnerstown,  in  the  said  county  of  Somerset,  until  a 
court-house  and  gaol  shall  be  erected  as  herein  after  directed,  and 
shall  then  be  held  at  said  court-house. 

Sect.  iv.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  <^S^'^^?^ 
That  all  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  now  commissioned  for  the  dis-  reace°\n^ 
tricts  of  the  present  county  of  Bedford,  who  reside  within  the  limits  countyT 
of  the  county  of  Somerset,  shall  be  considered  as,  and  shall  be.  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  of  Somerset. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  process 
That  no  suit  or  prosecution  which  has  been  heretofore  commenced,  S^g^in^'X"* 
or  which  shall  be  commenced  in  the  courts  of  the  county  of  Bed-  '=°"'''*- 
ford,  before  the  fourth  Monday  in  September  next,  shall  be  delayed, 
discontinued  oi'  affected  by  this  act,  but  the  same  shall  proceed  to 
judgment,  and  execution  shall  be  issued  and  done  of  all  such  judg- 
ments by  the  Sheriff  and  Coroner  of  Bedford  county,  as  if  this  act 
had  not  been  made. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  onevyins 
That  all  taxes,  and  iurears  of  taxes  laid,  or  directed  to  be  laid,  or  'oiie-ttng 
which  have  become  due  within  the  county  of  Somerset,  before  the  wlthiA'dl^* 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  laid,  assessed,  levied  and  collected,  innewuounty. 
like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed ;  and  all  sums  of 
money  due  to  this  commonwealth  for  militia  fines  in  the  said  county 
of  Somerset  shall  be  collected  and  recovered,  as  if  this  act  had  nop^ 
been  made. 
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The  public 
officei-s  of 
Bedtoi-d 
county  to 
act,    'till 
others  are 
appointed 
for  the  new 
county. 


Of  the  elec- 
tion ot  Re- 
presenta- 
tives in  the 
State  Legis- 
lature. 

[Altered.] 


Commission- 
ers to  be 
appointed 
to  fix  the 
county  town ; 


and  to  make 
report. 


Their  com. 
pensation. 

lObsolete.] 


The  county 
commmis- 
sioners  to 
take  .tssui-. 
ance  of  the 
lot  for  pub- 
lic buildings. 


How  the 

costs  shall 
be  paid. 

The  new 
county  in- 
cluded ill  the 
fifth  district 
«f  Courts  of 


Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidj 
That  the  Sheriff,  Treasurer  and  Prothonoiary,  and  ail  such  officers 
as  have  heretofore  usually  given  surety  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  respective  offices,  who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  or  elected 
in  the  said  county  of  Soiriv-rset,  before  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
enter  on  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  give  sufficient 
security,  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  for  the  same  uses,  trusts 
and  purposes,  as  such  officers  are  obliged  by  law,  for  the  time  being, 
to  do  in  the  county  of  Bedford. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  public  officers  of  the  county  of  Bed- 
ford, other  than  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  continue  to  exercise 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  within  the  county  of  Somer- 
set, until  similar  officers  shall  be  appointed  agreeably  to  law  within 
the  said  county  of  Somerset. 

[Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford  and  the  county  of 
Somerset  shall  jointly  elect  three  representatives,  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  this  state,  in  the  same  rnode,  under 
the  same  regulations,  and  make  return  in  the  like  manner,  as  is  di- 
rected by  the  existing  laws  of  this  state  for  conducting  the  elections 
and  making  returns  of  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  any 
thing  m  this  act  to  the  contrary  in  anvwise  notwithstanding.] 

[Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Governor  be  authorized,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  ap- 
point five  commissioners  who  do  not  reside  in  the  county  of  Somer- 
set, which  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  meet  at  the 
town  of  Berlin  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  next,  and  proceed 
to  view  and  determine  upon  the  most  eligible  and  proper  situation 
for  erecting  the  public  buildings  for  the  said  county,  and  make  their 
report  into  the  offixe  of  the  Secretarv  of  this  commonwealth,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  October  next,  which  report  so  made  shall  be 
final,  and  shall  fix  and  determine  the  spot  for  the  seat  of  justice  in 
and  for  the  said  county;  for  which  service  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  and  receive  three  dollars  per  diem,  for  everv  day 
they  shall  be  employed  in  the  said  service,  to  be  paid  by  warrints 
drawn  by  tlie  county  commissioners  on  the  Treasurer  of  Bedford 
county.] 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  taxes  of 
the  said  county,  which  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  election, 
to  take  assurance  to  them,  and  their  successors  in  office,  of  such  lot 
or  piece  of  ground  as  shall  have  been  approved  of  by  the  commission- 
ers to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  thereon  a  Court-House,  Gaol,  and  offices  for  safe 
keeping  of  the  records  ;  and  that  for  defraying  the  expenses  thereof 
the  county  commissioners  shall  assess  and  levy,  in  the  manner  di- 
rected by  the  acts  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand  dollars. 

[Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  fur  the''  enacted  bi^  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  aforesaid  county  of  Somerset  shdl  be,  and  is  hereby,  de- 
clared to  belong  to  the  fifth  district,  consisting  of  the  counties  of 
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Allegheny,   Westmoreland,  Fiiyette  and  Washington,  and  that  the    1795. 
President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  the  said  district    ^--'v'-^ 
shall   be  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common    Pleas  of  the  said  conimon 

Pleas, 
county.]  [Altered.] 

[Sect.  xiit.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  the  eiec- 
That  the  said  county  of  Somerset  shall  form  a  part  of  the  district  presentatfv'es 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Franklin  and  Huntingdon,  and  senaww 
for  the  election  of  a  member  of  Congress,  and  of  the  counties  of  wu'ia^ure! 
Bedford  and  Huntingdon,  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  Senate  [Altered.] 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.] 

Sect.  xiv.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  townships 
That  where  the  division  line   aforesaid  shall  divide  a  township,  the  drawfngthe 
part  of  a  township  thus  divided  that  will  remain  in  Bedford  county  '^°'i"'y  t^'^"* 
shall  be  a  township,  and  retain  its  original  name,  and  the   part  of  a 
township   thus  divided  that  will  remain  in  the  county  of  Somerset 
shall  be  a  township,   and  retain  its   original   name,  until  the  same 
shall  be  altered   by  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  said  counties  respectively. 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  where  the 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  tovi^nships  of  the  said  county  of  shau be'heid. 
Somerset,  qualified  bylaw  to  elect,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  usual  place  where  they  have  heretofore  held  the  same. 

[Sect.  xvi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  a  return  of 
That  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  electea  in  pur-  Inhabftanw 
suance  of  the  directions  of  this  act,  shall  be  authorized,  and  they  °^^Jjf  "f,^be 
are  hereby  authorized,  required  and  directed,  to  take  a  faithful  and  ^"^^  ';'^*^''*= 
accurate  account  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  in  the  said  county  ot  February, 
Somerset,  and  make  return  thereof,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to 
the  Legislature  of  this  commonv/ealth,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  six.] 

[Sect.  XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  rhe  authority  cforesaid,  xhetimesof 
That  from   and   after  the   fourth  Monday  in  September  next,  the  cMrt"s^in 
Courts  of  Common   Pleas  and  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  tht  \vI,hf,!gton 
Peace,  for  the  county  of  Fayette,  shall  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  ai"'"^'^- 
following  the  Courts  of  Somerset  county,  and  the  same  courts  for  (Obsolete.) 
the  county  of  Washington  shall  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  follow- 
ing the  Fayette  county  court.]   (r) 

Passed  17th  April,  1795 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No  V.  page  446. 

(^r^)  Commissioners  appointed  to  ran  Part  of  Somerset  taken  into  Cambria 

the    inies    between    Hunting-don     and  county,    by  uqI   of  26th    March,    18U4, 

Somerset;  and  to  mark  pan.  of  the  line  (i'lia().  2466.) 

between  Westmoieland  and  Somerset,  The  miiaoitantsof  Cambria,  to  elect 

by    .let  of   29ih   March,    1798,    (cliap.  with  Simeisn   coun(.\,  b\  act    of  4tli 

1980.)  Ai)rii,  IrfOi,  (chap.  2592.)  ' 

Part  of  Bedford   county   annexed  to  'liu-   power-s  of   the   commissioners 

Somerset,  by  act  of  1st   March,    1800,  extendeil  lo  the  coiintj  oi  Cambria,  &.c. 

(chap.  2100.)  olisolett,  by  tlie  substquent    organza- 

The  commissioners  of  the  county  ail-  tion    of  Cambria    counl\ — see    acts   of 

thorized  to  sell  four  lots  of  ground,  and  3d  Feb'y,  1806,  (chap.  2G29,)  and  26th 

appropriate  the  proceeds   to  the  use  of  J:in'y,  180r,  (cliap.  2736.) 

the  county,  by  act  of  21st  Feb'y,  1803,  An   academy   established   at  Somer- 

(chap.  2323.)  set,  by  aci  of  19ih  March,  1810. 

Sherift  of  Somerset  lo  give   security  The  sixth  election  district  estabUsh- 

in  the  sum  of  five  thou.sand  dollars,  and  ed,  and  the  place  of  election  in  part  of 

the  Coroner  in  one  fourth  uf  that  sum,  Qjeraahoning  townsiiip,  altered    Dy  act 

by  actof28th  Mai  oh,  1803,  (chap.  2355.)  ol  7th  Jan'y,  1601,  (chap.  2148.) 
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1795.         Southampton  township  erected  into  a  Places  of  holding'  elections  in  South- 

^  j_  _    ',    separate  district,  b)'  act  of  15tli  Jaii'y.  ampton — Brothers    Valley  and  part   of 

■^          1802,  (chap.  2208.)  Stoney  creek,  and   Conemaugh  town- 

Conemaugh  township  erected  into  a  ships,  changed  by  act  of  4th  April,  1809. 

separate  district,  by  act  of  13th  Feb'y,  Place  changed  in  Brothers  Valley  and 

1802,  (chap.  2229.)     See  also  act  of  4Lh  part  of  Stoney  creek  townships,  by  act 

April,  1805,  (chap.  2599.  §23)  20th  M:irch,  1810. 

Milford  townsliip  erected  into  a  scpa-  By  the  last  enumeration,  the   county 

rate  district,  by  act  of  irth  Jan 'y,  1803,  of  Somerset  contained   one    thousand 

(chap.  2300.)  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  taxables. 

Part  of  Stoney  creek  township  annex-  and  Cambria  county,  four  hundred  and 

ed  to  other  districts;  Elk  Lick   town-  thirty  taxables.     These  counties  united, 

ship  erected   into  a  separate  district,  tlverefore    send  two   members  to   the 

,            and  Addison    townsliip   erected   into  a  house  of  representatives  ;  and  with  the 

separate  district,    by  act  of  Tlh  Jan'y,  county  of  Bedford,  one  member  to  the 

1804,  (chap.  2393)  senate,  by  act  of  21st  March,  1808,  ap- 

The   place   of  holding    electioiis    in  portioning  the  representation  in  pursu- 

Southampton  township   altered,  by  act  ance  thereof. 

of  20th  Feb'y,  1804,  (chap.  2423)  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Arm- 
Place  of  holding  elections  in  Elk  Lick  strongand  Westmoreland  counties  form 
township  changed,  by  actof  31st  March,  the  tenth  Judiciary  district,  by  act  of 
1806,  (chap.  2715,  §  22.)  24th  Feb'y,  1806,  (chap.  2634.)  The 
Allegheny  township  erected  into  a  courts  in  Somerset  are  held  on  the  last 
separate  district ;  and  place  of  holding  nionda3's  in  Feb'y,  May,  August  and  No. 
elections  in  Conernaugh  District  chang-  vember.  The  term  continues  one  week, 
cd,  by  act  of  28th  March,  1808,  (chap.  Somerset  forms  part  of  the  western 
297'2,  §  24-25.)  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXLII. 

f Ante.  pa.  ^^  ACT  td  enable  the  President^  Managers  and  Company  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road  to  increase  the  xoidth  of 
the  said  road^  in  certain  cases. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
The  width  of  "^^^>  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That, 
ter  turnufke  ^^  President,  Managers  and  company  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Lan- 
road,  where  caster  tuHipike  road  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  ent- 
formerroad,  powered,  wheiicver  the  turnpike  road  has  been  laid  out  on  the 
"lased/not  grouud  of  any  road  heretofore  laid  out  and  opened  of  a  greater 
sfx^t^y-liglt  width  than  fifty  feet,  to  increase  the  width  of  the  said  turnpike  road 
*^""  to  the  same  extent,  on  the  same  ground  as  the  former  road  had  been 

laid   out   and  opened  ',    provided  the   same  shall  not  exceed  sixty- 
eight  feet. 
And  also  in        Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
with^thJ'cmv  That  in  such  other  places  as  the  said  President,  Managers  and  Com- 
owneKot^    pany  shall  deem  it  necessar}^  and  the  owners  of  the  land  shall  be 
thegrouHd.    willing  to  Sell  them  the  ground  requisite  therefor,  they  be,  and 
hereby  are,  in  like  manner  authorized  and  empowered  to  increase 
the   width  of  the   said   road,  so  as  not  to  exceed  sixty-eight  feet : 
The  addi-     Provided  always^  That  the  said  additional  width  of  the  road  shall 
t^e'kept"*  be  under  the  same  regulations,  and  kept  in  good  and  perfect  order 
like  the        and   repair,  under  the  same  forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  the  odier 

other  parts  r     i  •  i  t  i       i  i  • 

of  the  road,  parts  oi  the  saiu  road  by  law  are  subject  to. 

Toll  east-  Sect.  III.  Provided  always^  and  bc  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 

wardofFive  thorily  aforcsuid^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  turnpike 
dian  creek,  company,  fi'om  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  ask,  demand  or 
tUaaforthr  rcceive  from  or  for  any  persons  or  things  passing  along  tlvs  said 
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Toad,  eastward  of  the  creek  known  by  the  name  of  the  Five  Mile     17'95, 
©r  Indian  creek,  any  toll  for  a  greater  distance  than  they  shall  ac-    ^"— v— -^ 
tually  travel:     And  provided  also^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  tuaUy aatel- 
the   said   company  to   ask,  demand  or  receive  from  or  for  persons  J.^^^""  ^'^^ 
living  on   or  adjacent  to  the  said  road  who  may  have  occasion  to  Nqtoiitobe 
pass  by  the   said  road  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating  to  their  \^^^  forp^j 
farms  or  occupations,  and  who  shall  not  have  any  other  convenient  j^lj""  '^^ 
road  or  way  by  which  they  may  pass,  any  toll  for  passing  on  or  by  *'j.^^"?"*^ 
the  said  turnpike,    f^ )  joining 

Passed  17ih  Apiil,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  479. 

CsJ   See  note  to  act  of  irth  March,   1806,  (chap.  2683,  post.)  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  proviso. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXLIY. 

An  ACT  relative  to  donation  lands. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  Comptroller  to  make  a  list  of  persons  entitled  (Seevoi.s, 
jto  donation  lands,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Land- Officers,  who  should  287,2So,29r.) 
contract  with  persons  to  prepare  for  drawing  by  lot  the  shares  due 
to  the  parties  so  entitled.  2.  Proceedings  to  be  had  by  the  persons 
employed  to  prepare  for  drawing  the  lottery.  The  lottery  wheels 
to  be  kept  by  the  Land- Officers,  who  shall  draw  for  absentees.  The 
number  of  tickets  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of  claimants  who  have 
not  heretofore  drawn  lots.  How  applicants  may  draw,  and  what 
number  of  tickets,  according  to  their  respective  ranks.  3^  Report 
to  be  made  by  the  Land- Officers  to  the  Governor  of  the  numbers 
drawn.  Patents  to  issue  thereupon,  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 
4.  The  legal  representatives  of  any  claimant  deceased  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  his  rights.  5.  Applications  allowed  to  be  made  within 
one  year  generally ;  and  persons  out  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
two  years;  and  persons  in  the  army  shall  have  three  years.] 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authoritif  aforesaid^ 
That  after  the  expiration  of  the  respective  periods  for  making  ap- 
plication as  aforesaid,  so  much  of  the  said  donation  lands,  for  which 
no  application  shall  have  been  made,  may  be  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  in  future  by  law  direct. 

Sect.  7.  [The  Surveyor  to  advertise  the  extension  of  the  term 
for  claiming  donation  lands.] 

Passed  irth  April,   1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  440. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXLV. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  laying  out  and  establishing  towns  and  out 
lots  within  the  several  tracts  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  pub- 
lie  uses,  situated  respectively  at  Pres^u'-Isle,  on  Lake  Erie,  at 
the  mouth  of  French  creek,  at  the  mouth  of  Conewango  creek,  and 
at  Fort  le  Bceif. 

IN  order  to  facilitate  and  promote  the  progress  of  settlements 
within  this  commonwealth,  and  to  afford  additional  security  to  the 
Vol.  III.  2  G 
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frontiers  thereof,  by  the  establishment  of  towns  within  the  several 
tracts  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  public  uses  : 

Sect,  i.  Be  it  enacted  bii  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
lives  of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  Governor  may  and  shall  appoint  two  commissioners  to  survey 
or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  one  thousand  and  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  for  town  lots,  and  three  thousand  and  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  thereto,  for  out  lots,  at  or  near  to  Presqu'-Isle,  on 
Lake  Erie,  within  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  public  use  in 
and  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands 
within  this  commonwealth,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two ;  and  the  said 
lands  so  surveyed  shall  respectively  be  laid  out  into  town  lots  and 
out  lots,  in  such  manner,  and  with  such  streets,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  nor  less  than  sixty  feet  wide,  and  such  lanes,  alleys  and 
reservations  for  public  uses,  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  direct, 
but  no  town  lots  shall  contain  more  than  one  third  of  an  acre,  no 
out  lot  shall  contain  more  than  five  acres,  nor  shall  the  reservations 
for  public  uses  exceed  in  the  whole  twenty  acres ;  and  the  town 
hereby  directed  to  be  laid  out  shall  be  called  "  Erie,"  and  all  the 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  thereof,  and  of  the  out  lots  thereto  adjoin- 
ing, shall  be  and  for  ever  remain  common  highways. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  with  all  convenient  despatch,  file 
a  draft,  return  and  report  of  the  survey  and  proceedings  made  and 
execute4  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor, 
at  such  time  and  times,  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  terms,  as  to 
him  shall  appear  most  advantageous  to  the  commonwealth,  to  sell, 
or  cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  auction,  and  by  letters  patent  under 
the  seal  of  the  state  to  grant  and  convey,  to  the  highest  and  best 
bidders  respectively,  one  third  part  of  the  town  lots  and  one  third 
part  of  the  out  lots  surveyed  and  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  upon  the 
condition  herein  after  specified,  that  is  to  say ;  [that  the  respective 
purchasers  shall  and  do,  within  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  af- 
ter the  day  of  sale,  erect  and  build  one  house,  at  least  sixteen  feet 
square,  and  containing  at  least  one  brick  or  stone  chimney,  on  each 
and  every  town  lot  by  them  respectively  purchased ;  and  the  Go- 
vernor shall  not  grant  nor  issue  any  patent,  nor  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  two  years  shall  any  sale,  SQ  made  as 
aforesaid,  be  deemed  or  construed  to  vest  in  the  respective  purcha- 
sers any  title,  interest,  claim  or  demand,  in  law  or  equity,  to  the 
lots  by  them  respectively  purchased,  but  all  payments  previously 
made  shall  thenceforth  be  forfeited  to  the  com"ionwealth,  unless 
satisfactory  proof  be  first  given  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  proper  county,  and  be  by  such  court  certified  to  the  Governor, 
that  a  house  has  been  erected  and  built  on  the  town  lots  respectively, 
for  which  patents  shall  from  time  to  time  be  required,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act :  Provided  always^  That 
the  Governor  shall,  at  least  eight  weeks  previously  to  the  sale  of 
the  said  town  lots  and  out  lots,  pr  anv  of  them,  issue  and  publish, 
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oi"  cause  to  be  issued  and  published,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in    i793m 
each  of  the  counties  in  this  commonwealth,  in  which  newspapers  are   *< — «— *' 
printed,  a  notification  of  the  time,  place,  terms  and  conditions  of  ,?,^|jP"''" 
Such  sale  ;  Provided  also ^  That  the  Governor  shall  cause  a  draft  cr  Drafts  of 
drafts  of  the  said  town  and  out  lots  to  be  exposed  to  view  in  some  fotVio'te 
suitable  public  situation,  in  each  of  the  places  where  such  notifica-  ^f]'"^*'' " 
tions   shall   be  published,  and  also  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  jjotmore 
v/here  the  said  lots  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  :   And  provided  further  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
That  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  not  more  than  one  town  lot  and  one  tSbru'ui''up 
out  lot  shall  be  put  up  to  sale  together.  tosaietoge- 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid,  Howthepur- 
That  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  each  and  3^^\"'°af^ 
every  lot  sold  in  the  manner  directed  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  within 
three   months   from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale,  and  the  other 
moiety  or  half  part  thereof  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  such 
sale,  together  with  lawful  interest  for  the  same ;  and  in  case  pay-  l'^^^^^^Qt%, 
ment  for  any  of  the  lots   should  not  be  made  within  the  term  or  fault, 
terms  herein  mentioned  and  fixed  for  payment,  the  sale  of  such  lot 
or  lots  shall  be  absolutely  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

Sect.  hi.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritu  aforesaid,  T^^jee  tracts 

__  u  *j         .  %/     w  '  fQ  ]j£  survey** 

That  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  survey,  or  cause  to  be  sur-  edatPresqu'- 
veyed,  previously  to  and  exclusively  of  the  survey  of  the  said  town  use  o°'the 
lots  and  out  lots,  one  lot  of  sixty  acres,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  smes^ 
harbour   of  Presqu'-Isle,  one  moiety  thereof  upon  the  bank,  and 
the  other  moiety  below  the  bank,  comprehending  the  point  at  the 
entrance   of  the   harbour,  one  lot  of  thirty  acres  on  the  peninsula, 
at  or  near   the   entrance  of  the   harbour,  and  one  other  lot  on  the 
peninsula,  to   contain   one  hundred  acres,  for  the  accommodation 
and  use   of  the  United  States,  in  erecting  and   maintaining   forts, 
magazines,  arsenals  and  dock-yards  thereon,  and  in  such  other  im- 
provements as   the  said  United  States  may  judge  proper  to  make, 
for  their  advantage  and  convenience ;  and  the  situations  and  forms 
of  the  said  three  lots  shall  be  chosen  and  fixed,  with  a  special  re-  tobechoseii 
ference   to  the  uses  aforesaid,  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  the  ^Y  '^«''"  ^"' 
engineer  who  shall  be  employed  by  the  United  States,  if  any  such 
shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  attend  for  that  purpose;  and  the  said  Hemmtobe 
commissioners  shall,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  return  and  file  in  ot  into  the 
the  office   of  the   Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  a  draft  of  the  office.'re'^ ' 
location  and  survey  of  the  said  three  last  mentioned  lots,  and  the  ^d'deposlt^ 
said  draft,  being  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  recorded  by  the  ^g^^g^f  the 
Secretary,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General;  survtyor- 
and   it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  at  any  time  thereafter    ^"^'* ' 
*  to  take  possession  of,  and  occupy  the  said  three  last  mentioned  lots,  '^*  ^'"'^^ 

11  11-11  •         •  11  <•  '  tracts  may 

and  thereon  to   erect,  establish   and   maintain   all  necessary  torts,  theieupou  be 
magazines,  arsenals  and  dock-yards,  and  to  make  such  other  im-  the^i^nue/ 
provements  thereon,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  the  same  to  ^'*'*'' 
continue  to  posser.s,  occupy  and  hold,  so  long  as  they  shall  deem  it 
expedient   to   maintain  and  shall  actually  maintain  a  fort,  garrison, 
or  other  military  establishment,  at  or  near  Presqu'-Isle,  and  no 
longer:  Provided  always.  That  if  the  miil-seats  on  the  creek  run-  ^"^m^''"" 
ning  near  the  ruins  of  the  old  French  fort  should  fall  within  the  outof  tiia 
cessions  hereby  made  to  the  United  States,  the  same  «hall  neverthe-  ^ront!'"^ 
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less  be,  and  hereby  are,  reserved  for  the  use  of  this  state,  with  the 
right  of  erecting  mills  thereon,  but  no  buildings,  mills  excepted, 
shall  be  erected  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  centre  of  any  fort, 
which  shall  be  erected  by  the  United  States  on  either  of  the  lots 
ceded  to  them  as  aforesaid  :  Provided  also^  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  lay  out  and  open  com-enient  roads  through  such  parts  of  the  said 
three  lots,  as  the  reasonable  accommodation  of  the  state  or  its  citi- 
zens may  require,  without  injury  to  the  United  States  in  respect  to 
the  true  object  of  the  cession:  and  it  is  the  express  intent  and  mean- 
ing  of  this  act,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed,  con- 
strued, or  in  any  wise  taken  to  cede  and  transfer  unto  the  United 
States  the  jurisdiction  or  right  of  soil  in  and  to  the  said  three  last 
mentioned  lots,  but  only  the  occupancy  and  use  thereof  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  survey,  or  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed, three  hundred  acres  for  town  lots,  and  seven  hundred  acres 
of  land  adjoining  thereto,  for  out  lots,  at  the  most_  eligible  place 
within  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  public  use  at  the  mouth  of 
French  creek ;  and  the  lands  so  surveyed  shall  be  respectively  laid 
out  and  divided  into  town  lots  and  out  lots,  in  such  manner,  and  with 
such  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  reservations  for  public  uses,  as  the  said 
commissioners  shall  direct:  but  no  town  lot  shall  contain  more  than 
one  third  of  an  acre,  no  out  lot  shall  contain  more  than  five  acres,  nor 
shall  the  reservations  for  public  uses  exceed  in  the  whole  ten  acres  ; 
and  the  town  hereby  last  directed  to  be  laid  out  shall  be  called 
"Franklin,"  and  all  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  thereof,  and  of  the 
out  lots  thereto  adjoining,  shall  be  and  for  ever  remain  common 
highways. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  file  a  draft,  return  and  report  of 
the  survey,  and  proceedings  made  and  executed  with  respect  to  the 
said  last  mentioned  town  and  out  lots  ;  and  the  Governor  shall  pro- 
ceed to  sell  at  public  auction,  and  to  convey  to  the  respective  pur- 
chasers one  third  of  the  town  lots  and  one  third  of  the  out  lots,  in 
like  maimer,  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  subject  to  die  like 
regulations,  restrictions,  terms,  conditions  and  forfeitures,  as  are 
herein  before  provided  touching  the  survey,  return,  sale  and  con- 
veyance of  the  town  lots  and  out  lots  directed  to  be  laid  out  at  or 
near  to  Presque-Isle. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  survey,  or  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed, three  hundred  acres  for  town  lots,  and  seven  hundred  acres' 
of  land  adjoining  thereto  for  out  lots,  at  the  most  eligible  place 
within  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  public  use  at  the  mouth  of 
Conewango  creek  ;  and  the  lands  so  surveyed  shall  be  respectively 
laid  out  and  divided  into  town  lots  and  out  lots,  in  such  manner, 
and  with  such  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  reservations  for  public  uses, 
as  the  said  commissioners  shall  direct;  but  no  town  lot  shall  contain 
more,  than  one  third  of  an  acre,  no  out  lot  shall  contain  more  than 
five  acres,  nor  shall  the  reservations  for  public  uses  exceed  in  the 
whole  ten  acres;  and  the  town  hereby  last  directed  to  be  laid  out 
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shall  be  called  "  Warren,"  and  all  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  there-  1795. 
of,  and  of  the  lots  thereto  adjoining,  shall  be  and  remain  common  * — "-^ 
highways.  J^^'r" 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  xhlr^ur'" 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  file  a  draft,  return  and  report  of  of  the  plan 
the  survey  and  proceedings,  made  and  executed  with  respect  to  the  town,  and 
said  last  mentioned  town  and  out  lots  ;  and  the  Governor  shall  proceed  Siweupinr 
to  sell  at  public  auction,  and  to  convey  to  the  respective  purchasers,  samlasin 
one  third  of  the  town  lots  and  one  third  of  the  out  lots,    in  like  g^i^*^  "^ 
manner,  with  like  power  and  authority,  and  subject  to  the  like  re- 
gulations,   restrictions,   terms,    conditions   and  forfeitures,  as  are 
herein  before  provided  touching  the  survey,  return,  sale  and  con- 
veyance of  the  town  lots  and  out  lots  directed  to  be  laid  out  at  or 
near  to  Presque-Isle. 

Sect.  ix.  And  whereas  Andrew  EUicott  lately  surveyed  and 
laid  out  a  town,  within  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  the  public 
use  at  Le  Boeuf,  near  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  French  creek, 
and  the  draft  and  plan  of  the  said  town  being  communicated  by  ^he 
Governor  to  the  General  Assembly,  was  by  them  approved :    There-  confirmation 
fore  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  draft  "f^f  "f  a"'* 
and  plan  of  the  town  so  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  tlie  said  Andrew  t°wn  ati* 
Eliicott,  within  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  the  public  use  at  same'bems 
Le  Boeuf  aforesaid,  being  first  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Secre-  ed^hi'the'^se- 
tary  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  original  thereof  deposited  in  office7and 
the  office  of  the  Surveyor- General,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here-  th^o^ffieeof 
by,  in  all  respects,  accepted,  ratified,  confirmed  and  established,  as  theSurvey- 
fuUy  and  effectually,  as  if  it  had  been  made  by  virtue  of  a  law  pre- 
viously authorizing  a  town  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  at  Le  Bceuf, 
agreeably  to  the  division,  and  with  such  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
reservations  for  public  uses,  as  are  in  the  said  draft  or  plan  par- 
ticularly contained  ;  and  the  commissioners  herein  before  directed 
to  be  appointed  shall   also  survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  said  last  mentioned  town,  for 
out  lots  :  and  the  same  shall  be  divided  in  such  manner,  and  with  outiotsto 
such  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  direct,  ^^VfYp^ 
but  no  out  lot  shall  contain  more  than  five  acres,  nor  shall  the  reser-  adjoining 
vation  for  public  uses  exceed  in  the  whole  ten  acres  ;  and  the  said 
last  mentioned  town  shall  be  called  "  Waterford,"  and  all  the  streets,  Thetowa 
lanes  and  alleys  thereof  and  of  the  out  lots  thereto  adjoining,  shall  ^-'waw.. 
be  and  for  ever  remain  common  highwa)'s.  *'"''^" 

Sect.  x.  And  whereas  sundry  persons  have  already  built  and 
erected  houses  within  the  said  last  mentioned  town,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable that  they  should  thereby  acquire  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
the  lots  on  which  they  are  respectively  settled :    Therefore  be  it  en-  ^^^^^^ 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Tha.t  the  several  persons  who  have  tiers  oncer. 
actually  settled  and  built  houses  on  the  several  lots,  which  in  the  lotsin  n-a-* 
said  draft  or  plan  of  the  last  mentioned  town  are  numbered,  respec-  have  a  rl^c 
tively,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  seventy-six,  se-  uon?"^™**" 
venty-seven,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
and  two  hundred  and  seventy-six,  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall, 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
be  entitled  to  claim,  and  have  patents  for  the  said  lots  respectively, 
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1795.    upon  the  conditions  hereinafter  specified,  that  is  to  say  ;  that  they 
shall  respectively  give  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  who  shall  certify  the  same  to  the   Go- 
vernor, that  they,  or  some  persons  representing  them  respectively, 
have  constantly  resided  on  their  respective  lots,  for  and  during  the 
said  term  of  two  years  ;  and  also  shall,  on  one  month's  notice,  pay 
intb  the  treasury  a  sum  equal  to  the  price  which  shall  be  bid  for  any 
lots  of  similar  dimensions,  and  of  similar  situations,  of  which  the 
Governor  shall  be  the  judge,  within  the  said  last  mentioned  town, 
No  patent  to  at  the  sale  hereinafter  directed  to  be  made  ;  and  the  Governor  shall 
years  °anda  not  grant  Or  issuc  any  patent,  nor  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
theright^to^  the  said  term  of  two  years,  shall  the  settlement  of  such  persons  re- 
fc 'no""^^.    spectively,  or  any  provision  in  this  act  contained,  be  deemed  or  con- 
formanceof  gtrucd  to  vcst  in  the  respective  settlers  any  title,  interest,  claim  or 
Uous.  demand,  in  law  or  equity,  to  the  lots  on  which  they  are  respective- 

ly settled  as  aforesaid,  but  all  payments  previously  made  shall  thence- 
forth be  forfeited  to  the  commonwealth. 
Theretam        Sect.  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
"f  «h«  "^'      That  the  said  commissioners  shall  file  a  draft,  return  and  report  of 
terford,and  the  survey  and  proceedings  made  and  executed  with  respect  to  the 
ings'th'ere-    said  last  mentioned  out  lots,  and  the  Governor  shall  proceed  to  sell 
S'e"aroe''as   at  pubUc  auction,  and  to  convey  to  the  respective  purchasers,  one 
of  Krief*    third  of  the  town  lots  and  one  third  of  the  out  lots  last  mentioned 
(exclusively  of  those  lots  that  shall  be  reserved  for  public  uses,  and 
those  that  are  appropriated  in  favour  of  the  present  settlers  thereon, 
by  the  next  preceding  section  of  this  act)  in  like  manner,  with  like 
power  and  authority,  and  subject  to  the  like  regulations,  restrictions, 
terms,  conditions  and  forfeitures,  as   are  herein  before   provided 
touching  the  survey,  return,  sale  and  conveyances  of  the  town  lots 
and  out  lots  directed  to  be  laid  out  at  or  near  to  Presqu'-Isle. 
Hacefor  Sect.  XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

^^thefots."  That  one  half  of  the  town  lots  and  out  lots  to  be  sold  in  pursuance 
of  this  act  shall  be  sold  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  fourth  in 
Carlisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  one  fourth  in  Pittsburgh, 
in  the  county  of  Allegheny. 
The  enlist-         Sect.  XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
«atTt^o?  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  the 
utLeBoEuf    individuals  respectively,  to  protract  the  enlistments  of  such  part  of 
tracted.        the  detachment  of  state  troops,  or  such  part  thereof  as  are  or  may 
be  in  garrison  at  fort  Le  BcEuf,  or  to  enlist  as  many  men  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty,  for, the  term 
of  eight  months,  (unless  sooner  discharged)  from  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  term  of  enlistment,  for  the  same  pay  and  al- 
lowances as  are  now  paid  and  allowed  to  the  said  detachment,  and 
A  draft  to     to  draft  and  employ  a  competent  number  from  the  said  garrison,  to 
proTe'cting    protcct  and  assist  the  Commissioners,  Surveyors  and  other  atten- 
silTner^'"'*   dants,  intrusted   with  the  execution  of  the  several  objects  of  this 
When  the     act :  Provided  ahvays  nevertheless^  That  as  soon  as  a  fort  shall  be 
sh15nbe°dis-  established  at  Presqu'-Isle,  and  the  United  States  shall  have  fur- 
tharged.       nishcd  adequate  garrisons  for  the  same,   and  for  fort  Le  Bosuf,  the 
[Obsolete.]    Govemor  shall  discharge  the  said  detachment  of  state  troops,    ex- 
cept the  party  thereof  employed  in  protecting  and  assisting  the 
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Commissioners,  Surveyors,  and  other  attendants  as  aforesaid,  which  1 795, 
shall  be  continued  until  the  objects  of  this  act  are  accomplished,  and  v,^y^^ 
no  longer.] 

TSect.  XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  '^'^  govern- 

^  ,  *^  •^  .     ,  *^  or  empower- 

That  if  occurrences   shall  take  place,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ed.  if  neces. 
Governor,  will  make  it  requisite  chat  a  greater  force  than  the  afore-  an^addt  ionai 
said  detachment  will  be  necessary  to  carry  into  eifect  the  purposes  ^rpnTtec!^ 
of  this  act,  or  if,  in  his  opinion,  from  the  continuation  of  hostilities  froii^gr^^ 
by  the  Indians,  it  will  be  requisite  for  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the 
western  frontiers,  he  may,  achis  discretion,  raR  one  complete  com- 
pany of  expert  riflemen,  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
one  Ensign,  lour  Serjeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drummer  and  Fi- 
fer,  or  two  iiuglers,  and  sixty-five  privates,  to  serve  until  the  first 
day  of  Decemoer  next,  unless  sooner  discharged,  who  shall  be  enti-  How  to  be 
tied  to  the  same  pay  and  rations,  and  be  under  the  same  regulations  '"'8a"'*«*s 
and  restrictions,  as  the  troops  directed  to  be  raised  by  an  act  passed  their  pay 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February,   in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  a««i  "tiom. 
thousand   seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  entitled  "  An   Act  for  [Obsolete.] 
more  elfectualiy  securing  the  trade,  peace  and  safety  of  the  port  of 
Philudciphia,  and  delending  the  western  frontiers  of  this  common- 
weaith."J 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  exi>en= 
That  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making  the  survey  at  fort  act  "hew*** 
Le  Boeuf,  and  the  various  surveys  and  sales  herein  directed,  and  to  ^^  ''strayed. 
maintain  the  garrison  at  fort  Le  Bosui,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  [obsolete,] 
appropriated  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Treasurer  on  the  warrants  of  the  Governor ;  and  the  accounts 
of  ail  disbursements,  services  and  expenses,  made  and  incurred  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  exhibited  and  settled  agreeably  to  the 
laws  tor  settling  other  public  accounts.] 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Repeal  of 
That  the  act,  entitled  "•  An  Act  for  laying  out  a  town  at  Presqu'-  amjespect. 
Isle,"  passed  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aJ^p^eVu'^'* 
and  ninety-three,  and  the  supplement  thereto,  passed  the  eighteenth  Jf^ie. 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  shall  be,  [chap.  isee, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  (tj  ""'^ 

^Passed   ISthjApril,  1795 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  1. 

ft  J  See  the  "  Act  to  provide  for  sell-  ed  lots,   at  the  prices  they  had  been 

ing  tlie  several    reserved  tracts  of  laud  sold  for,  provided  application,   and  pay- 

adj^'ining  the    towns  of  Erie,  Franklin,  ment,  were  made  witiiin  twelve  months. 

Warren  and   Waierjord,   and    for  other  Which   was   extended  for  one  year,  by 

purposes    therein    mentioned,    passed  act  of  26th  Feb'y,  18tyl,  (chap.  2189.)                 ' 

11th    April,  1799,  in  this  volume, /loff.  The  first  section  of  the  town  oi  Erie, 

(chap.  2069.)  was  erected  into  a  borough,    by  act  of 

See  also  '•  A  supplement  to  the  seve-  29Ui  March,  1805,  (chap.  2577.) 

ral   acts    relative  to  estaolishing  t»wn  Two  thousand  dollars   were  granted 

and  out-lots,  and  selling  tlie  same,  with-  to   die  commissioners,  for  t!ie  purpose 

in  the  reserved  tracts  of  land  adjoining  of  erecting  public  buildings  in  the  town 

Erie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Waterjord,'*  of  Erie,  for  the  use  of  the    county  :  by 

passed  19th  Feb'y,  1800,  in  this  volume,  act  of  I6th  March,  1807,  (chap.  2772.) 

post,   (chap,  2096,)  by  which  the   im-  (See  "  Erie  county,"  in  the  General  In- 

provement  clauses  as  to  lots   in  these  dex.) 

towns   is   repealed  ;    and   pre-emption  By  an  act  passed  20th   March,  1811, 

given  to  persons  who  had  paid  any  mo-  entitled  '•  A  supplement  to  an  act  en- 

aey  for,  or  improved  any  of  said  forfeit-  titled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  selling 
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1795.     the  several  reserved   tracts  of  land  ad- 
^_        _f'    joining    the    towns    of  Erie,    Franklin, 


JVarren  and  Waterford,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned."  The  go- 
vernor is  directed  lo  appoint  two  per- 
sons, who,  togetlier  willi  the  commis- 
sioner of  sales,  are  to  appraise  all  the 
is-lots  in  squares,  and  the  out  lots  in 
the  second  section  of  Erie,  which  ap- 
praisement shall  be  entered  in  a  book 
for  that  purpose,  they  shall  then  adver- 
tise the  lots  for  sale  onttjLiy  certain  ; 
but  no  contract  shall  beUKfirmed  un- 
til sixty  days  after  opening  the  books  ; 
and  ihe  terms  prescribed,  in  yearly  in- 
stalments ;  the  bonds  to  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  within 
six  months  ;  who  shall  issue  patents 
to  the  purchasers,  on  payment  accord- 
ing to  the  sales.  The  commissioner 
and  persons  appointed  to  be  under  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  to  receive  a  certain 
compensation. 

The  Bench  of  the  lake,  from  the  up- 
per corner  of  t!ie  garrison  tract,  and 
for  twenty  perches  back  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  down  the  lake  to  the  out- 
lots,  and  from  thence  down  the  same. 


including  all  the  land  between  the  out' 
lots  and  the  water's  edge,  to  the  tract 
of  land  No.  38,  shall  be  and  remain  a 
public  landing  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  others,  until  otherwise  ap- 
propriated by  law  ;  and  penalty  lor  ob- 
structing the  said  landing. 

By  an  act  passed  2d  April,  1811. 
The  occupancy  and  use  of  certain  lands 
near  Presqu'  Isle,  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  four  acres,  aie  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  light-house,  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  survey  and  lay  it  oft",  and 
transmit  the  draft  thereof  to  the  Secre- 
tar  yot  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 
— The  jurisdiction,  and  right  of  soil 
excepted  by  the  state. 

An  academy  is  incorporated  in  the 
borough  of  Erie,  by  act  of  2d  April, 
1811.  And  five  hundred  acres  of  the 
reserved  lands,  adjoining  the  town  and 
fifteen  town  lots,  are  granted  to  the  said 
academy,  for  the  use  thereof,  &c. 

Two  out-lots  of  the  town  of  Franklin, 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  act  of 
1st  Feb'y,  1796,  (chap.  1858,)  post. 


rSee  vol.  2, 
pa.  401,  and 
the  note 
theretOrj 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXLYL 

An  A.UT  providing  for  the  inspection  of  Gun-powder. 


"WHEREAS  gun-powder  imported  from  abroad,  and  manu- 
factured within  this  state,  hath  frequently  been  found  to  vary  much 
in  its  strength,  and  sometimes  of  inferior  qualities,  and  its  defects 
not  discovered  until  brought  into  actual  use :  And  whereas  the 
modes  heretofore  used  to  prove  the  force  thereof  have  been  found 
uncertain  and  variable :  And  whereas  Joseph  Leacock,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  hath  invented  an  engine,  called  a  pendulum  pow- 
der proof,  with  a  graduated  arch  and  catch-pall,  by  which  it  is  con- 
ceived that  the  force  of  gun-powder  may  be  proved  by  experiment, 
and  the  article  reduced  to  certain  and  uniform  standards  of  strength, 
whereby  the  manufacture  may  be  advanced  towards  ultimate  per- 
fection, and  the  purchaser  and  consumer  protected  against  fraud  and 
imposition  : 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^in  General  Assem- 
bly Viet  J  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
S^'S^-  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  all  gun-powder  manu- 
Mate.howto  factured  within  this  state,  with   intent,  to  sell  the  same  within  the 
^gacked  in  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  put  in  good  and  tight  kegs 
or  casks  of  twent)^-five,  fifty,  or   one  hundred  pounds  neat  weight, 
each  made  of  well  seasoned  timber,  bound  together  with  at  least 
twelve  hoops,  and  having  a  hole  bored  in  each  head,  of  the  diame- 
ter of  one  fourth  part  of  an  inch,  well  stopped  with  corks  and  hav- 
ing the  tare  weight  of  each  cask  marked  thereon,  and  that  all  such 
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gun-powder,  and  all  other  gun-powder,  wheresoever  manufactured,     1 7^S. 
imported  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  or  brought  into  the  city  or    ^>— v'-' 
county  of  Philadelphia  for  sale,  shall  be  deposited,  forthwith  on  such  ^^^\l^- 
importation  or  bringing  in  by  land  or  by  water,  in  the  public  maga-  '^*";ff^^'^' 
zine  in  the  said  city,  and  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  keeper  of  the  ported,  to  'x; 
same,  who  shall  give  his  receipt  for  the  same,  deliverable  to  the  or-  thTm^lz.^ 
der  of  him  or  them  who  shall  so  deposit  the  same.  ^"^^' 

Sect.   ii.    /bid  be  it  further  enacted  hij  the  authority  aforesaid^  er°'^"',oinMd 
That  David  Rittenhouse,  Francis  Gumey,  and  Thomas  Proctor  be,  to  ,.rocure 
and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  commissioners,  to  procure  at  least  j^wcTer' 
two  pendulum  powder  proofs,  upon  the  construction  invented  by  the  ^'°"  '* 
said  Joseph  Leacock,  as  nearly  uniform  in  the  length  of  the  radius 
and  weight  of  pendulum,  and  in  length  of  caliber  and  weight  of  the 
pistol,  as  they  can  procure  the  same,  and  therewith    make  experi- 
ments of  the  respective  strength   or  force  of  the  several  species  of 
gun-powder  imported  from  abroad,  and  manufactured  Avithin  this 
state,  sufficient  in  number  to  ascertain  the  quality  and  force  of  three 
different  degrees  of  strength  in  explosion,  and  marking  the  number 
of  degrees  on  the  graduated  arch  of  the  said  engine,  to  which  equal 
quantities  by  weight  of  the  said  three  species  of  gun-powder,  ram- 
med with  equal  force  into  the  pistol,  shall  elevate  the  said  pendu- 
lum ;  and  the  powder,  which  shall  be  barely  capable  of  raising  the  standard 
said  pendulum  to  the  lowest  rate  of  elevation,  shall  be  the  standard  ^^""derf^^"* 
for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  gun-powder  of  ^he  first  or  lowest 
proof ;  and  the  powder,  which  shall  be  capable  of  raising  the  said 
pendulum  to  the  highest  rate  of  elevation,  shall  be  the   standard  of 
gun-powder  for  the  state   of  Pennsylvania  of  the   third  or  highest 
proof;  and  the   middle  or  second  proof  standard  of  gun-powder 
shall  be  ascertained  by  the  number  of  degrees  on  the  said  graduated 
arch,  to  which  the  same  quantity  by  weight  in  equal  moieties  of  ihe 
first  and  third  proof  powder  shall  be  capable  of  raising  the  said  pen- 
dulum ;  and  the  said  standard  being  so  fixed  and  ascertained,  the 
said  commissioners  shall  make  report  thereof  in  writing,  by  inden-  Thecommis- 
tures  under  their  hands  and  seals,  one  part  thereof,  together  with  ^^i.°';^;;^%';^4 
one  ot  the  said  two  pendulum  powder  proofs,  and  as  accurate  a  drait  ^^t^'J;;^^^^"- 
and  description  thereof  as  can  be  made  shall  be   returned  to  the  ot^the^^^^^o 
Governor,  to  be  filed  and  remain  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  powder" 
commonwealth  ;  one  other  part  shall  be  returned  to  the  Master  of  p''°°  * ' 
the  Rolls,  to  be  recorded  in  his  office,  and  filed  among  the  laws  of 
the  state  ;  and  the  other  part,  together  with  the  other  pendulum 
powder  proofs,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  first  Inspector  ot  gun-pov/-  ^^g^ethe 
der  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  by  him,  and  his  same^shau^ 
successors  in  office,  to  his  and  their  successors,  as  often  as  another 
officer  shall  be  appointed. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid^  How  the  . 
That  so  often  as  the  said  pendulum   powder  proots  m  the  posses-  ^.^  keeping 
sion  of  the  Inspector  shall  by  natural  wear,  or  by  accident,  be  ren-  "[.^^I.Vr^ay 
dered  unfit  for  use,  or  its  accuracy  doubted,  the  same  shall  be  com-  b>^  ''^^l^'^, 
paied  with  the  other  remaining  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  if  found  made, 
necessary,  a  new  one  constructed,  and  made  conformably  thereto  m 
measure  and  weight,  for  the  use  of  the  Inspector  at  his  own  costs 
and  charges. 
Vol.  III.  2  H 
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1795.  Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaidy 
^  v-^  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
A  ?'|j.'=»'''e^  the  necessary  buildings,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  thereof,  and 
be  erected,  the  samo  being  laid  before  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  he  shall 
the  inspec  cauSe  to  be  erected  and  built,  on  the  most  proper  part  of  the  lot  be- 
*"'■  longing  to  the  public  magazine  aforesaid,  a  brick  building,  for  the 

use  of  the  Inspector,  with  two  apartments,  one  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  his  engine  apparatus  and  for  making  proofs,  and  the  other 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  samples  of  powder  in  safety,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  building  shall  be  paid  and  defrayed  by  warrants  to 
be  drawn  by  the  Governor  on  the  State  Treasurer,  which  shall  be 
allowed  him  on  settlement  of  his  accounts,  out  of  the  fund  for  the 
^"initatioii    support  of  government :  Provided^  That  the  whole  amount  of  the 
pen^e.*''      cxpcnse  thereof  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
An  inspector      Sect.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
de/tobr"^'  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  common- 
appointed.    ^ycalth,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  as  often  afterwards  as  the  office 
shall  become  vacant  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  to  appoint 
one  suitable  and  skilful  person  to  be  inspector  of  gun-powder  in  and 
for  the  city,  port  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  before  he  enters 
Hisfluaiifi-    on  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affir- 
cation,         mation  required  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  state  ;  and  moreover  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe, before  the  Governor,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  will  well 
and  faithfully  perform  all  and  singular  the  duties  required  by  this 
act,  according  to   the  best  of  his  knowledge,  skill  and  ability,  and 
without  prejudice  or  partiality. 
Duties  of  the      Sect.    VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
inspector.      That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  gun-powder  so  to  be 
appointed,  for  the  time  being,  to  attend  at  the  said  public  magazine, 
To  inspect,    and  his  office  so  to  be  built,  as  often  as  shall  be  necessary,  to  inspect 
and"prove     ^ud  cxaminc  all  gun-powder  there  to  be  deposited,  to  draw  samples 
thegun-pow-  ff.Qj-j^  g^(.}^  j.^g],  Q^-  powder  which  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  bored,  and 
to  open  or  otherwise  get  samples  of  casks  of  powder  not  bored  as 
aforesaid,  and  removing  such  samples  to  his  office,  there  to  prove 
to  mark  the  the  Same  by  the  pendulum  proof  aforesaid,  and  note  the  standard 
q'lSiity;       quality  of  each  cask,  to  provide  himself  with  cedar  plugs  stamped  on 
the  outer   end   with  the  letters  S.  P.  and  the  figures  number  one, 
number  two,  and  number  three,  to  designate  the  first,  second  and 
third  proofs  of  standard  gun-powder  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  mark       ^^cl  another  stamped  with  the  letters  S.  P.  to  designate  condemned 

condemned  „ 

gunpowder  j  ^ " 

gun-powder,  and  therewith  carefully  to  plug  up  the  holes  opened  or 

made  lor  the  purpose  with  such  marked  plugs,  as  the  proof  quality 

of  the  powder  in  each  cask  respectively  contained,  and  occasionally 

to  weigh  (he  to  Weigh  the  said  casks  ;  and  if  upon  weighing  the  same  suspicion 

fccS^auy;  should  arise  that  the  casks  are  false  tared,  or  do  not  contain  the 

quantity  herein  above  mentioned  for  each  cask,  to  empty  the  same, 

andtosuppiy  ^^d  Weigh  the  cask  and  powder  separately,  to  ascertain  the  deficien- 

ency^from     ^7'  ^^  ^"X*  ^^  *^^^  ^'^^^^  Weight,  and  to  fill  the  same  to  its  due  weight 

othei- casks,  out  of  any  other  cask  belonging  to  tlte  saipe  person,  marking  the 
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'weight  taken  on  the  uJkge  casks,  and  keeping  an  exact  account  in  1795. 
his  books  theieof,  and  of  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  the  persons  ^— v— ^ 
bringing  and  depositing  the  same. 

Sect.   vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aiithor'itij  aforesaid^  Rule  for 
That  every   cask  of  gun-powder  inspected   as  aforesaid  shall  be  ^ndemning 
plugged  up  with  a  plug  marked  with  the  number  next  below  the  ^'^-p^w'^^'"- 
standard  number  of  degrees  to  which  the  pendulum  shall  not  be  ele- 
vated in  t.^ie  proof,  and  that  every  cask  of  gun-powder  inspected  as 
aforesaid,  which  shall  not  elevate  the  pendulum  to  the  standard  of 
the  first  or  lowest  proof,  shall  be  condemned,  and  one  pint  of  clean 
water  for  every  twentj^'-five  pounds  of  powder  therein  contained 
shall  be  poured  thereinto,  and  the  hole  plugged  up  with  the  plug 
marked  S.   P.    before   the    same  shall    be    delivered  over  to  the 

c. 
owner  to  be  refined  and  re-manufactured  ',  and  to  prevent  a  failure 
in  the  inspection  by  die   temporary  indisposition  of  the  Inspector, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  to  execute  all  the  duties  hereby  Sf  may"' 
required  by  a  Deputy,  to  be  appointed  by  him,  and  approved  by  the  deputy!' 
Governor,  the  Deputy  first  taking  and  subscribing  the  like  oaths  or 
affirmations  hereby  required  from  the  principal. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  inspec- 
That  the  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  shall  at  all  seasonable  times  bfadmuted 
in  every  juridical  day  in  the  year  admit  the  said  Inspector,  and  his  '"^°t*»e 
Deputy  and  Assistants,  into  the  said  magazine,  to  do  and  perform 
the  several  duties  hereby  required  of  him  and  them,  and  shall  not  foTe'^dcHv- 
deliver  any  powder  from  the  said  magazine  until  the  same  shall  be  ?red,  tui 

,  •'    '    ^  o  inspected. 

inspected  as  aioresaid. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty,  if 
That  no  person  appointed  to  the  office  of  Inspector,  or  his  Deputy,  toi^o"  fis 
shall,  during  the  time  of  holding  or  exercising  the  said  office,  be  con-  concerned* 
ceraed  directly  or  indirectly  in  manufacturing,  buying  or  selling  gun-  J^r?ng"o^^'^ 
powder  in  gross,  or  by  retail,   under  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  sum  selling  gu*. 
of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every    such  offence,  to  be  recovered  by 
any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same  in  any  court  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
the  other  to  the  use  of  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  removed  from  the  said  office,  and 
wholly  disqualified  to  take   or  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  un- 
der this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  veno^tyoa 
That  if  any  person,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  October  next,  ""g  Kun°'"' 
importing  or  bringing  into  the  port  or  city,  or  county  of  Philadel-  ^g'^^^gji" 
phia,   any   quantity   of  gun-powder  exceeding  twenty-five  pounds,  7;'"e.  or  sei« 
with  intent  to  sell  the   same,  shall  neglect  to  deposit  the  same  for  without 
inspection  in  the  magazine  aforesaid,  or  shall  sell  the  same  before  '"'?'='■'"'"• 
it  be  inspected  and  marked  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  sell  any  gun-pow- 
der that  shall  be  condemned  as  aforesaid  as  and  for  merchantable 
gun-powder,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  all  such  gun- 
powder as  aforesaid. 

Sect.   xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  fees  of  the 
That  the  Inspector  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  of  and  ""'*'**^  '"^' 
from  the  owner  and  possessor  of  all  gun-powder  deposited  in  the 


decided. 
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1795,  said  maj^azlne,  and  bv  him  or  his  Deputy  examined,  proved  and 
'^^iry^mJ  pluj^gcd,  as  aforesaid,  the  following  sums  or  rates,  whether  the  same 
be  approved  or  condemned,  paid  or  secured,  before  the  same  shall 
be  removed  from  the  magazine,  if  the  Inspector  shall  so  require  ; 
for  every  cask  of  powder,  manufactured  in  this  state,  or  any  of  the 
United  States,  bored,  and  stopped  with  corks  by  the  manufacturer, 
containing  twenty-five  pounds  neat  weight,  seven  cents  ;  for  every 
like  cask  containing  fifty  pounds,  eight  cents ;  for  every  like  cask 
containing  one  hundred  pounds,  nine  cents  ;  and  for  every  cask  of 
foreign  powder,  or  powder  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  not 
bored  and  stopped  wjth  corks  as  aforesaid,  double  the  said  price  or 
rates  ;  and  for  every  cask  which  he  shall  find  deficient  one  per  cent, 
in  weight  and  shall  fill  up,  fifty  cents. 
Howtiis-  Sect.  xii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

tween''?he  That  if  any  dispute  should  arise  between  the  owner,  possessor  or 
gm""wder  consignee  of  any  such  powder  and  the  Inspector,  touching  the  proof 
F'dthe  QY  condemnation  thereof,  or  of  the  goodness  of  the  materials  and 
shau  be  manner  in  which  the  casks  are  made,  upon  application  by  the  own- 
er, possessor  or  consignee  of  such  powder  to  one  of  the  Magistrates 
of  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  dispute  shall  arise, 
the  said  Magistrate  shall  issue  his  warrant  to  three  indifferent  judi- 
cious persons  to  be  triers  thereof,  one  of  them  to  be  named  by  the 
said  owner,  possessor  or  consignee,  one  by  the  said  Inspector,  and 
the  third  by  the  said  Magistrate,  directing  the  said  triers  to  view 
and  examine  the  said  powder,  and  make  report  to  him  forthwith 
touching  the  condition  thereof,  and  that  if  they  shall  find  the  said 
powder  not  merchantable,  that  they  certify  to  him  the  cause  there- 
of, and  the  said  Magistrate  shall  thereupon  give  his  judgment  agree- 
ably to  the  report  of  the  said  triers,  or  any  two  of  them  ;  and  in  case 
the  said  Magistrate  shall  on  such  report  adjudge  the  powder  not  to 
be  merchantable,  he  shall  award  the  owner,  possessor  or  consignee 
thereof,  to  pay  all  costs  ;  but  in  case  the  said  powder  shall  be  found 
merchantable,  the  Inspector  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay  all  costs, 
which  may  have  accrued,  and  shall  thereupon  cause  the  powder  to 
be  marked  as  of  the  standard  to  be  directed  by  the  said  triers,   (uj 

Passed  18th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  26. 

fuj  By  a  supplement  to  this  act,  And  the  owner  may  remove  such  gun- 
passed  29th  March,  1802,  in  this  vo-  powder  immediately  from  the  manu- 
lume,  (chap.  2264)  The  Inspector  is  factory  to  the  place  of  exportation 
authorized,  directed  and  enjoined  on  Penalty  on  the  superintendant  of  the 
request,  &c.  of  any  owner  or  occupier  magazine,  or  his  deput)',  if  concerned 
of  any  manufactory  of  gun-powder,  directly,  or  indirectly,  in  manufacturing 
within  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  or  selling  gun -powder, 
repair  to  such  manufactory,  from  time  The  superintendant,  in  future,  not 
to  time,  to  inspect  and  mark  all  gun-  to  receive  any  fee  or  emolument  for  the 
powder  manufactured  thereat,  and  to  delivery  of  any  gun-powder ;  but  shall 
receive  ten  cents  a  mile,  travelling  ex-  only  charge  for  the  storage  ofgun-pow- 
penses,  therefor,  besides  his  usual  fees,  der  deposited  in  the  magazine. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCXLVII.  1795. 

An  ACT  supplementary  to  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  for  esta- 
blishing the  fiidicial  Courts  of  this  coriimomvealth^  in  conformity 
to  the  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  constitution, 

WHEREAS  the  times  directed  for  holding  the  Supreme  Court 
of  this  commonwealth  are  inconvenient ;  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonrvealth  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  rne  timefo;- 
from  and  after  the   end  of  the  present  term   of  April,  the   three  the'coiftinu- 
terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiiis  commonwealth  shall  be  holden  ?^' m°of'the 
on  the  first  Monday  in   September,  and  on  the  second  Monday  in  cTit^ur- 
December,  and  the  third  Monday  in  March  ;  and  that  the  said  De-  ^d- 
camber  term  shall   continue  three   weeks,  and  no  longer;  and  the 
said  terms  in  September  and  March  shall  continue  two  weeks,    and  no-es  to 
no  longer ;  and  that  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  so  far  as  voKi.page 
it  regulates  the  times  of  holding  the  court  aforesaid,  or  the  time  of  ^^^'^ 
continuance  thereof,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  ii.  And  v/hereas  delays  and  inconvenience,  as  well  in  the  com- 
mencement as  in  the  prosecution  of  suits  and  proceedings  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  state,  arise  from  the  want  of  a  second  return  day  in 
each  tei-m  of  the  said  court :    Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  xheiasta 
aforesaid^  That  the  last  day  as  well  as  the  first  day  of  every  term  of  the  )yoii  as  the 
said  court,  hereafter  to  be  holden,  shall  be  a  common  day  of  retuin  ee.y  term 
in  the   same  court,  at  either  of  which  periods  any  v/rits,    original,  turndayf' 
mesne,  or  judicial  process,  or  other  proceeding  issuing  or  to  be  had 
out  of  the  said  court,  may  be  made   returnable,  at  the  election  of 
the  party  suing  out  the  same,  and  the  same  writs,   process   and 
other  proceedings,  thus  made  returnable  on  the  last  day  of  the  term 
shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  in  all  cases,  and  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  the  same  had  been  made  returnable  on  the  first  day  of 
the  term;  provided  that  the  same  be  sued  out  at  like  periods  of  The  pro. 
time  pi'evious  to  the  second  return  day,  and   like  directions  be  ob-  brthefame, 
served  and  performed,  as  are  made  necessary  by  law  in  writs,  pro-  procl^ss'it  ^t 
cess  or  other  proceedings,  returnable  on  the  first  day  of  the  term  :  the"irif  d^ 
Audit  is  further  provided^  That  nothing  herein,  contained  shall  pre-  speuiaidays 
vent  special  days  of  return  being  appointed  or  assigned,   either  of  nJa'^*,"'""^. 
course,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  Justices  of  the  said  court,  or  of  ?'5"*^''i.*^ 

r     1  r  •  1-  •  1  .  ,  heretofore, 

any  one  ot  them,  tor  wTits,  process  or  proceedmgs  m  the  said 
court,  in  which  special  days  of  return  have  heretofore  been  used  or 
accustomed  so  to  be  appointed  or  assigned. 

Passed  IStli  April,  1795 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  33-4. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXLVIII. 

An  ACT  to  empower  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  (Seevoi.z, 
oblige  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses  in  the  said  city  to  provide  v^^^*^^-^ 
buckets^  to  be  used  in  extinguishing  fires. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,,  in  General  Assembly 
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1795.     Viet,  audit  is  hereby  enacled  by  the  authority  of  the  same.    That 

^— V— ^   the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Councihnen  of  the 

t^on  maT"  ^^^^   °^  Philadelphia,   in  Common  Couftcil  assembled,  shall  have 

obiigeevery  {^  powcr  and  authoritv  to  make  and  establish  any  law,  ordinance  or 

house-keeper  »       .  i  i  •  i   "  i  •  r 

to  keep  fire-  regulation,  to  oolige  the  owners  and  occupiers  or  houses  m  the  said 

buckets,  not      .  .  ,  i,  •  .  *,  r  t        t  ii 

exceeding     City  to  provide,  and  keep  in  repair,  any  number  oi  leathern  buckets, 
^'^  not  exceeding  six,   to  be  used  only  in  extinguishing  fires. 

Passed  18th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  32-. 


CHAPTER   MDCCCXLIX. 

{See  vol.  2,    An  ACT  f  0  authorize  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to 
page  462.)         prevcHt  the  erecting  of  wooden  buildings,  in  certain  parts  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS   it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that 
the  danger  from  fire  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  c6nsiderably  en- 
creased  by  the  number  of  wooden  buildings  erected  in  the  populous 
parts  of  the  said  city,   and  that  the  expense  is  greater  of  erecting 
wooden  than  brick  or  stone  buildings  :  And  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  strengthen  the  security  of  property,  whenever  the 
same  can  be  done  without  violating  the  rights  of  private  persons : 
Sect.   i.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commontvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
The  corpora-  Jnet,    and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.   That 
cred  tT]}^^"  the   Mayor,  Aldermen,  and   Common  Councilmen  of  the  city  of 
erection  of    PI"»iladelphia,   in   Common  Council    assembled,  be,  and  they  are 
wooden        hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  pass  ordinances,  to  prevent 
the  eastward  any  person  or  persons  from  erecting,   or  causing  to  be  erected,  any 
street.    "     woodcu  mansioii-house,  shop,  ware-house,    store,   carriage -house, 
or  stable,    within  such  part  of  the  city  which  lies  to  the  eastward  of 
Tenth-street   from  the  river  Delaware,  as  they  may  judge  pro- 
per.   f.vj 

Passed  18th  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  33. 

CxjTh'\s  act  declared  to  be  consti-  the  Supreme  Court,  December,  1799, 
tutioiiul,  and  a  city  ordinance  founded  Hespublica  v.  Duquet,  f  MSS.  Reports.  J 
thereon,  prescribing  a  penalty  on  con-  And  there  have  been  several  late  con- 
viction of  the  ofi'ence,  on  indictment  in  victions  for  the  offence  pointed  at  by 
the  Mayor's  Court,  is  good.     Ruled  in  this  act. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCL. 

A71  ACT  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reform  the 
penal  laws  of  this  state,  and  for  other  purboses  therein  mention- 

(Seevol-I,  -'     ,,,  -J  ■>  J  I        J 

page  131,  ea' 

(chap.  255,) 

^tes^heje-  WHEREAS  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reform  the  penal 


1 


and  vol. 
2,  page  531 


laws  of  this  state,"  passed  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 

(ciuv-  isos,)  Qm-  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  will  shortly  ex- 
ana  the  notes     ..  ....  ill  •  r   1  •! 

thereto.)      pire  by  Its  own  limitation:  And  whereas  certain  parts  01  the  said  act 
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have,  in  their  operation,  evidently  diminished  the  number  of  crimes,     1795. 
and  been  highly  beneficial  in  reforming  offenders  :  Therefore,  v..-y-.«^ 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Syiate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  saine^  That  The  inspec- 
the  inspectors  of  the  gaol  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  gaoiempow. 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  provide  necessaries  for  every  vldenecessa- 
description  of   persons,  who  may  be  confined  in  the  said  gaol,  and  prh<fnere  | 
to  separate  and  class  the  different  prisoners  in  such  manner,  as  they  ^^^"'^^^^ 
$hall  judge  will  best  promote  the  object  of  their  confinement. 

Sect.   ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^T^ein^pec- 
That  the  said  inspectors  shall  have  power  to  direct  the  cioathing  for  ered  ^o^^^' 
convicts,  and  to  employ  each  in  such  kind  of  labour  as  their  vari-  empioy^he 
ous  circumstances  may  require  :  and  that  so  much  of  the  thirteenth  *^°'*v"^'^s. 
section  of  the  act,  as  directs  the   description  of  cioathing  for  the 
»  convicts,  that  their  heads  should  be  shaved,  and  that  they  should 
be  kept  at  labour  of  the  hardest  and  most  servile  kind,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  hi.  Ana  be  it  fwther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  authort- 
That  the  part  of  the  twenty-first  section  of  the  said  act,  which  au-  fore  g?vea 
thorizes  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  on  the  certificate  of  two  of  the  ^°  pv"'^!^ 

-'  r  rr  •  i    •         i  convicts  by 

said  mspectors,  to  order  persons  for  offences  committed  in  the  said  whippinsf,or 

,}  -Til  !••  II''  close  eonfine- 

gaol  to  be  punished  by  whipping,  or  repeated  whippings,    not  ex-  ment,  le- 
ceeding  thirteen  lashes  each,  or  by  close  confinement,  be,  and  the  ''*"*  "^  " 
same  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  from  henceforth  the  said  inspectors 
may  order  and  direct  any  convict,  who  shall  commit  either  of  the 
offences  mentioned  in  the  said  twenty-first  section,  to  be  confined  in  Punishment 
the  cells  or  dungeon,  with  bread  and  water,  only,  for  sustenance,  substituted 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  ten  days  for  the  first  offence,    nor  fif- 
teen days  for  any  subsequent  offence. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, '^^^poyer 
That  the  parts  of  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  said  act,  which  Mdremove 
authorize  the  I^Iayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  two  Jus-  of^tht^l^i^ 
tices  of  the  county  aforesaid,  to  appoint  and  to  remove  the  Keeper  saiaiy^and 
of  the  said  gaol,  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Keeper,  to  approve  of  the  approve  the 

°  r      1  •  1  ' '  1  •  •  appouitment 

appointment  01   deputies  and  assistants,  and  to  ascertain  tiieir  com-  0/ '"» depu- 
pensation,  and  so  much  thereof  as  empowers  the  Mayor  to  draw  for  in  thHii- 
the  salary  and  compensation  aforesaid,  and  to  approve  of  the  sure-  **'^'^"'"' 
ties  offered  by  the  Gaoler,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  ; 
and  from  henceforth  all  the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  said 
twenty-second  section  in  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Justices, 
or  in  the  said  Mayor,  shall  be  exercised  exclusively  by  the  said  In- 
spectors. 

Sect.  V.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  m^^w- 
That  so  much  of  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  allows  per  cent^w 
to  the  Keeper  of  the  said  gaol  five  per  centum  on  the  sales  of  ail  fa«irres "V 
articles   manufactured  by  the  said  criminals,  be,  and  the  same  is  '""^,1'='- "» 

J  '         ^  ^  the  Keepei", 

hereby  repealed.  repealed. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid,  umitztion 
That  this  act,  and  those  parts  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  re-  Jf„'^^^""'f 
form  the  penal  laws  of  this  state,"  not  altered,  supplied  or  repeal- the  penai 
ed  by  this  or  any  other  act,  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  the 
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1795.     term  of  three  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly. 


(Since  made 
perp  1 
chap. 
post.) 


per,,  tuai.  by  Passed  18th  April,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  pape  22. 

chap.  2040,  '       '  "^   ° 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLT. 

(See  vol.  1,  -4  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  larvs  for  preventing  the  exportation  of 
"slTvll'i  four  not  merchantable. 

page  11,  (2/ 

l^e  note"'*  Sect.  I.    BE  H  enocted  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

*here  respec-  sentat'ives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania.,  in  General  Assem- 
rimir  ^^y  '"^^»  ^^^  ^^  ^^  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 

brought  for^  ^11  flour  or  middlings  which  shall  be  brought  to  any  port  or  place 
of  wheat,  within  this  state  for  sale,  as  and  for  the  flour  of  wheat,  which  shall 
dem.ied.  if  '  be  found,  upon  examination  made  by  the  Inspector  of  flour,  or  his 
flou'r'^ot^'ir/  deputy,  to  be  or  contain  a. mixture  of  the  flour  of  Indian  corn  with 
mixe'd  with  flo'^r  of  wheat,  shall  be  condemned,  and  the  person  or  persons  of- 
it;and  penal-  ferinff  the  same  for  sale  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay  three  dollars  for 

xy  thereon.  o  i    "^  r  i  i  i-    i      t 

each  and  every  cask  so  condemned,  one  rourth  to  the  use  or  the  In- 
spector, and  the  other  three  fourths  to  the  use  of  the  poor  ot    the 
city,  township  or  place,  where  the  owner  or  owners   shall  reside, 
if  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  but  if  they  Jo  not  reside  in  the 
state,  it  shall  be  paid  to  the  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
for  the  use  of  that  institution  :  and  the  flour  so  condemned  shall 
not  be  exported,  under  all  and  every  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
provided  by  law  against  the  exportation  of  flour  condemned  as  not 
Appeaitobe  merchantable  :  Provided  akvaySy  That  if  the  owner,  possessor  or 
theuecisiorT  cousiguee  of  any  flour  or  middlings,  which  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
spMtor.'^       condemned  by  the  Inspector  of  flour,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  this 
act,  shall  believe  himself  aggrieved  thereby,  it  shall  and  may  be 
fh°'"if  "*^*  lawful  for  the  said  owner,    possessor  or  consignee,  to  make  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  said  Inspector  to  any  Magistrate  of 
the  city,  county  or  place,  where  such  forfeiture  has  been  made,  who 
shall  thereupon   issue  his  warrant  to  three  judicious  disinterested 
persons,  one  thereof  to  be  named  by  himself,  one  other  by  the  In- 
spector,  and  the  other  by  the  owner  or  consignee  of  the  flour,  di- 
recting them  carefully  to  examine  such  flour  or  middlings,  and  forth- 
costs  to  be    with  make   report   to  him  touching   the   mixture   of  the    same ; 
owMt!  if  die  and  if  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  report  that  the  same  is  or 
TOnfirmed.     doth  contain  a  mixture   of  flour  of  Indian  corn  with  the  flour  of 
wheat,    the  said  Magistrate  shall  confirm  the  judgment  of  the  In- 
spector, and  the  party  appealing  shall  pay  all  costs  and  charges  ac- 
otherxvise     cruing  from  such  appeal ;  and  if  the  three  triers  appointed  as  afore- 
spKtor!'"     said  shaU  find  and  report  that  the  same  is  unmixed  flour  of  wheat, 
the  said  magistrate  shall  adjudge  the  same  to  be  restored  to  its  ori- 
ginal situation,  and  all  costs  and  charges  accruing  shall  be  paid  oy 
The  appeal    the  Inspector,    who  condemned  the  same ;    but  no  appeal  trom  ihe 
^tedwithm  judgment  of  the  Insp.  ctor  shall  be  made,  unless  the  same  is  prose- 
twentydays.  cuted  within  twenty  days  after  condemnation  of  any  parcel  or  par- 
cels of  flour  or  middlings  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
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Sect.  ii.    And  be  ii  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^    1795. 
That  all  penalties  herein  mentioned  ^hall  be  recovered,  in  manner   * — ><— ' 
and  form,  as  is  directed  by  the  act,  er.tided  "An  act  to  prevent  the  pe°n^it\e! 
exportation  of  bread  and  flour  not  merchantable,  and  for  repealing  shaiibere 
at  a  certain  time  all  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose." 

Passed  17ih  April,  1795. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  V.  page  4S6.  (~yj 

CyJ    See  act  of  13th  Feb'y,  1811,  respecting  the  package  of  floiw  of  rye  aifft 

Indian  corn. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLII. 

An  ACT  establishing  an  explicit  fee-bilL 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacttd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Fees  of  pub- 
the  fees  of  the  several  officers  throughout  this  commonwealth  shall,  reguUted? 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  n^xt,  be  as  herein  after  is 
ascertained,  liinited  and  appointed,  viz. 

That  the   fees   to    be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  every  marriage  licence,  one  dollar  ;  pedlar's  licence  to  tra-  of  the  Secra* 
vel  with  one  horse,  ten  dollars  ;  pedlar's  licence  to  travel  without  commoil  * 
a  horse,  four  dollars ;  certificate  with  the  great  seal,  one  dollar  ;  ^^**^* 
certificate  with  the  less  seal,  sixty-seven  cents ;  ditto  without  a  seal, 
thirty-three  cents  ;  filing  a  petition  and  making  order  thereon,  twen- 
ty-six cents;  pardon  with  the  great  seal,  twenty  cents  ;  pardon  with 
the  less  seal,  ten  cents  ;  taking  a  bond  from  a  public  officer,  sixty- 
seven  cents ;  recognizance,  thirty-three  cents ;  commission  of  the 
Comptroller- General,  Register-General,  Land-Officers,  Auctioneers, 
Inspectors  of  lumber,  salt  pi-ovisions,  Health-Officer,  Measurers  of 
corn  and  salt,  Superintendant  of  the  gun-powder  magazine,  and 
Sealer  of  dry  measures,  each,  including  the  great  seal,  one  dollar 
and  eighty-seven  cents ;  for  commission  to  a  Prothonotary,  Clerk 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Orphans'  Court, 
Register  of  wills  and  Recorder  of  deeds.  Master  of  the  Rolls,  No- 
tary Public,  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  writ  of  assistance  to  a 
Coroner,  each,  including  the  great  seal,  two  dollars  ;  every  search, 
thirteen  cents  ;  copies  from  record,  per  line  of  twelve  words,  one 
cent. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Attorney- General  shall  be  as 
follow,  viz. 

For  drawing  and  prosecuting  every  bill  of  indictment  in  the  of  the  an 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  prosecuted,  ^rak"  ^' 
if  possessed  of  property  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  six  dollars ;  if 
a  bill  is  found  by  the  grand  jury,  and  the  party  prosecuted  has  not 
property  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  then  to  be  paid  by  the  county, 
two  dollars ;  drawing  and  prosecuting  every  bill  of  Indictment  in 
the  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  paid  by  the  party 
prosecuted,  if  the  bill  be  found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  if  possessed 
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1795. 


of  Attomies 
in  the  Com- 
jnon  Pleas, 


Of  the  SecrC' 
tai-y  of  the 
I^and-Office. 


Of  the  Re. 
ceivev-Ge- 
neral, 

[Repealed,3 


Of  the  Sur- 
veyor-Gene- 
lal. 

(Repealed 
»»:h  Apr;), 


of  property  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  two  dollars  and  forty  cents  ; 
if  the  bill  be  found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the  party  not  possessed 
of  property  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  then  to  be  paid  by  the  county, 
two  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Attornies  at  Law  in  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  issuing  precipe  for  the  commencement  of  any  suit,  entering 
an  appearance  on  the  Prothonotary's  docket,  and  filing  warrant  of 
Attorney,  if  required,  if  the  suit  is  ended  before  or  during  the 
sitting  of  the  first  court,  one  dollar  and  sixty-seven  cents ;  every 
suit  ended  after  the  first  court,  and  before  judgment,  discontinuance, 
or  non  pross,  the  further  sum  of  one  dollar  and  sixty-six  cents  ; 
every  suit  prosecuted  to  judgment,  discontinuance,  or  non  pross,  four 
dollars ;  on  appeals  from  the  judgment  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
in  every  suit  where  an  Attorney  is  employed,  if  settled  before  or 
during  the  sitting  of  the  first  court,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
one  dollar  and  thirty-three  cents  ;  if  settled  after  the  first  court,  and 
before  judgment,  two  dollars  ',  if  judgment  is  rendered,  non-suit 
or  discontinuance  is  obtained,  three  dollars.  The  fees  to  be  received 
by  the  Attornies  at  Law  in  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  double  the 
amount  of  those  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  fojr 
the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  receiving  and  registering  any  application  for  land,  and  re- 
cording or  entering  warrant,  forty  cents ;  for  every  ticket  to  the 
Receiver- General  for  the  payment  of  the  consideration  money,  and 
to  the  Surveyor-General  to  examine  if  the  land  applied  for  be  clear 
of  prior  claims  or  surveys,  and  for  all  other  examinations  before  a 
warrant  be  granted,  and  for  the  said  warrant,  one  dollar  and  seven 
cents ;  acceptance  of  the  Surveyor- General's  return,  examining  the 
same,  warrants  for  the  great  seal,  entry  of  the  patent,  lodging  it 
in  the  office  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  for  the  patent  on  parch- 
ment, two  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents ;  eveiy  office  copy  furnished, 
for  every  line  thereof  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent ;  attesting 
every  such  copy,  and  for  seal,  thirty-three  cents ;  every  caveat,  for- 
ty-seven cents;  every  citation,  twenty  cents:  every  copy  of  judg- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Property,  one  dollar ;  every  recital,  twenty 
cents ;  every  search,  twenty  cents ;  great  seal,  eighty  cents ;  less 
seal,  forty  cents. 

[The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Receiver-General,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  every  search,  if  found,  twenty  cents ;  every  search,  if  not 
found,  ten  cents  ;  receiving  and  entering  in  the  books  monies  paid 
on  account,  thirty -three  cents ;  for  every  copy,  each  line  containing 
twelve  words,  one  cent;  the  office  seal  and  certificate,  thirty-three 
cents ;  final  settlement,  calculation,  and  receiving  the  money,  two 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents ;  certificate  thereof,  thirty-three  cents.] 

[The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Surveyor-General,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  registering  and  filing  every  warrant,  and  copy  thereof,  di- 
rected to  the  Deputy  Surveyor,  one  dollar;  every  search,  if  found, 
twenty  cents ;  every  search,  if  not  found,  ten  cents  ;  attested  copy 


2oi 


and  seal,  thirty-three  cents ;  return  into  the  Secretary's  office,  two    1 7^3, 
dollars.]  ^-^v  -^ 

The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  Re-  Vnw\t^t 
corders  of  Deeds  in  the  several  counties,  shall  be  as  follow,  viz.       '^^^^-  ^°*'-' 

For  recording  and  exemplifying  deeds  and  all  other  writings,  for  of  the  Mas. 
every  twelve  words,  one  cent;  seal  of  office,  twenty  cents  j  enrolling  Hoiu  and 
patents,  seal  of  office  included,  one  dollar;   every  search,  thirteen  Seeds."' ** 
cents ;   entering  satisfaction,  together  with  the   certificate  thereof, 
twenty  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  issuing  a  writ  of  capias  ad  respondendum,  of  summons,  ofof  theP'*" 
scire  facias,  of  attachment,  of  partition,  of  dower,  and  all  other  writs,  the'supreme 
docketing  the  same,  and  recording  Sheriff's  return,  one  dollar  and*^°""' 
eighty  cents;  for  entering  the  personal  appearance  of  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  or  the  appearance  of  an  Attorney  for  either  party,  thir- 
teen cents ;  entering  special  bail,  fifty  cents ;  bail  piece  and  seal, 
fifty  cents ;  filing  declaration,  plea,  demurrer,  joinder  in  demurrer, 
replication,  and  every  other  subsequent  plea  and  issue,  and  enter- 
ing the  same  upon  record,  each  thirteen  cents;  filing  all  other  pa- 
pers of  each  party  in  any  one  cause,  and  reading  the  same,  if  thought 
necessary  by  the  Court,  each  twenty  cents ;  every  continuance  of  a 
cause  from  term  to  term,  thirteen  cents  ;  every  rule  of  reference  for 
trial,  to  show  cause,  to  take  depositions,  to  give  security  for  costs 
for  persons  out  of  the  state,  seventeen  cents  ;  a  copy  of  the  same,  if 
demanded,  thirty-three  cents  ;  entering  a  discontinuance,  retraxit, 
or  quashing  a  writ  of  error,  thirteen  cents ;  every  trial,  swearing 
jury,  and  recording  a  general  verdict,  sixty-seven  cents;  every  trial, 
where  there  is  a  special  verdict,  swearing  jury,  and  recording  such 
verdict,  one  dollar ;  swearing  or  affirming  each  witness,  five  cents ; 
recording  each  judgment,  twenty  cents;  entering  arrest  of  judg- 
ment, thirteen  cents ;  acknowledging  satisfaction  on  recoi-d,  twen- 
ty-five cents;  for  filing  and  entering  on  record  the  report  of  re- 
ferrees,  twenty-five  cents ;  entering  judgment  thereon,  thirteen 
cents;  issuing  subpcena  for  a  witness,  with  seal,  fifty  cents  ;  every 
name  inserted  after  the  first,  ten  cents ;  every  subpoena  ticket,  if  is- 
sued, twenty-five  cents  ;  every  copy  of  declaration  or  other  plead- 
ings, if  demanded,  for  every  line  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent; 
drawing  list  of  special  jury,  attending  and  striking,  and  copies  of 
the  jury  list  to  plaintiff  and  defendant,  one  dollar;  filing  declaration 
in  ejectment,  and  docketing  the  cause,  fifty  cents  ;  entering  confes- 
sion of  lease,  entry  and  ouster,  thirteen  cents ;  entering  on  record 
every  motion  or  rule,  thirteen  cents ;  calling  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
and  entering  default  in  his  appearance,  twenty-six  cents ;  a  cesset 
executio   entered  on  record,  thirteen  cents  ;  a  venire  or  distringas,  v 

one  dollar ;  making  up  the  Nisi  Prius  record,  containing  the  decla- 
ration, pleadings  and  issue,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Inferior  Court,  if  the  action  was  removed,  for  every  line  containing 
twelve  words,  one  cent ;  postea,  containing  the  proceedings  at  Nisi 
Prius,  one  dollar  and  thirty-three  cents ;  every  searcii  of  record, 
twenty  cents ;  a  copy  of  the  record,  for  every  line  containing  twelve 
words,  one  cent;  for  every  certificate  and  seal,  sixty-seven  cents ; 
issuing  a  commission  to  take  depositions  of  witnesses  out  of  the 
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1 795.  state,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;  filing  interrogatories,  and  a  copy 
^*'^<'''*^  of  the  same  annexed  to  the  commission,  for  every  line  containing 
twelve  words,  one  cent ;  receiving,  reading  and  filing  a  petition  for 
the  obtaining  a  divorce,  docketing  the  same,  and  for  filing  and  read- 
ing a  record  of  conviction,  and  all  other  papers  in  such  suit,  tw» 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  ;  issuing  a  subpoena  pursuant  to  the 
said  petition,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;  entering  the  decree  or  judg- 
ment of  court,  thirteen  cents  ;  taking  and  entering  acknowledgment 
of  Sheriff's  deed,  and  recording  certificate  of  the  acknowledgment 
thereof,  under  seal,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;  all  services  in  en- 
tering up  a  judgment  confessed  on  warrant  of  an  attorney,  one  dol- 
lar and  fifty  cents  ;  making  up  the  record  in  regular  form,  and  en- 
grossing the  same,  if  required,  containing  all  the  pleadings,  pro- 
ceedings and  judgment  in  an  action,  or  in  the  case  of  a  divorce,  or 
bill  for  perpetuating  testimony,  for  every  line  of  twelve  words,  one 
cent. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  all  services  performed  in  any  one  prosecution,  to  be  paid  by 
the  party,  if  possessed  of  property  sufficient,  tour  dollars ;  if  not 
convicted,  or  if  convicted,  and  not  possessed  of  property  sufficient, 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  county,  two  dollars. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Prothonotary  of  the  courts  of 
Common  Pleas  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  issviing  levari  facias  and  venditioni  exponas,  one  dollar  and 
tiie  Court  of  twcuty  ccuts,  for  issuing  every  other  writ,  either  original  or  jndi- 
r°Ms!°"  cial,  of  whatsoever  kind,  docketing  the  same,  and  recording  Sher- 
iff's return,  one  dollar  ;  entering  the  personal  appearance  of  the 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  or  the  appearance  of  an  attorney  for  either 
party,  seven  cents ;  entering  oyer  and  imparlance,  general  or  spe- 
cial, seven  cents  ;  entering  special  bail,  twenty  cents  ;  bail  piece 
under  seal,  thirty-three  cents  ;  entering  surrender,  ten  cents  ;  en- 
tering an  exonerator,  ten  cents  ;  filing  declaration,  plea,  demurrer, 
joinder  in  demurrer ;  replication,  and  eveiy  other  subsequent  plea 
and  issue,  and  entering  the  same  upon  record,  each  seven  cents; 
for  filing  reasons  in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  exceptions  to  report  of 
referrees,  six  cents  ;  for  filing  all  other  papers  of  each  party  in  any 
cine  cause,  and  reading  the  same,  if  thought  necessaiy  by  the  court, 
twenty  cents  ;  every  continuance  of  a  canse  from  term  to  term, 
seven  cents ;  every  rule  of  reference  for  trial,  to  shew  cause,  to  take 
depositions,  to  give  security  for  costs  for  persons  out  of  the  state, 
thirteen  cents ;  a  copy  of  a  rule,  if  demanded,  under  seal,  thirty- 
three  cents ;  entering  a  discontinuance,  retraxit,  or  non-suit,  seven 
cents ;  entering  a  "writ  quashed,  seven  cents  ;  every  trial,  swearing 
Or  affirming  jury  and  constable  attending  jury,  and  recording  a  gene- 
ral verdict,  fifty  cents  ;  swearing  each  witness,  five  cents  :  every 
trial,  where  there  is  a  special  verdict  and  constable  attending  jury, 
and  recording  such  verdict,  sixty-seven  cents  ;  recording  each  judg- 
ment, thirteen  cents  ;  entering  arrest  of  judgment,  thirteen  cents ; 
acknowledging  satisfaction  on  record,  thirteen  cents ;  filing  and  en- 
tering on  record  the  report  of  referrees,  twenty  cents  ;  entering 
judgment  thereon,  thirteen  cents ;  issuing  subpoena  for  a  witness, 
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and  seal,  thirty-three  cents;  every  name  inserted  after  the  first,  1795. 
three  cents;  every  subpoena  ticket,  if  issued,  ten  cents  ;  every  copy  ^"^v^-* 
of  declaration  or  other  pleadings,  if  demanded,  for  every  line  con- 
taining twelve  words,  one  cent ;  for  drawing  list  of  special  jur)',  at- 
tending and  striking,  and  copies  of  the  jury  list  to  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, sixty-seven  cents  ;  filing  declaration  in  ejectment,  and  dock- 
eting the  cause,  thirty-three  cents  ;  entering  confession  of  lease,  en- 
try and  ouster,  ten  cents  ;  entering  on  record  every  motion,  seven 
cents  ;  calling  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  entering  default  in  his  ap-- 
pearance,  twenty  cents ;  a  cesset  executio  entered  on  record,  ten 
cents  ;  every  search  of  record,  thirteen  cents  ;  a  copy  of  the  record, 
for  every  line  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent ;  every  certificate 
and  seal,  thirty-three  cents  ,  issuing  a  commission  to  take  the  depo- 
sitions of  witnesses  out  of  the  state,  one  dollar;  filing  interrogato- 
ries, thirteen  cents ;  a  copy  of  the  interrogatories  annexed  to  the 
commission,  for  every  line  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent ;  tak- 
ing and  entering  acknowledgment  of  Sheriff's  deed,  and  recording 
certificate  of  the  acknowledgment  thereof,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 
entering  up  a  judgment  confessed  on  warrant  of  attorney,  including 
all  services,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  ;  entering  an  amicable  suit, 
twenty-six  cents  ;  filing  petition  of  insolvent  debtor,  and  recording 
order  and  all  proceedings  on  the  same,  one  dollar ;  issuing  certio- 
rari to  remove  Justices  proceedings,  fifty  three  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  clerk  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  filing  every  recognizance  taken  out  of  the  court  by  any  Judge  oftheciei* 
or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  entering  the  same  on  record,  twentv-  "^'thequar- 

r  IT  '  .  ^  ,  .  p      ^  /  -'      ter  oessious. 

hve  cents ;  calimg  any  recognizance  and  entermg  lorleiture,  ten 
cents  ;  respiting  recognizance,  ten  cents  ;  discharging  forfeited  re- 
cognizance, ten  cents  ;  stating  on  sessions  docket  every  indictment 
found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  with  the  species  of  offence,  thirty-three 
cents  ;  entering  a  discharge  by  proclamation,  thirteen  cents  ;  each 
recognizance,  thirteen  cents ;  entering  plea  not  guilty,  thirteen 
cents;  any  special  plea  or  demurrer,  twenty  cents;  entering  plea 
guilty,  and  submission,  thirteen  cents  ;  retracting  plea,  seven  cents  ; 
entering  noli  prosequi,  thirteen  cents  ;  calling  jury,  and  attesting 
them,  twenty-six  cents  ;  attesting  each  witness,  five  cants  ;  enter- 
ing verdict  and  judgment,  thirteen  cents  ;  entering  arrest  of  judg- 
ment thirteen  cents  ;  every  motion  and  rule  entered  on  record,  iu 
any  stage  of  the  prosecution,  seven  cents ;  entering  process  award- 
ed, issuing  process,  taking  Sheriff's  return,  and  recording  the  same, 
sixty-seven  cents  ;  for  issuing  every  subprena  for  a  witness  to  tes- 
tify, with  ticket,  thirty -three  cents ;  every  name  inserted  after  the 
first,  three  cents ;  reading  filing  and  entering  any  petition,  and  the 
order  which  the  court  may  make  thereon,  twenty-five  cents ;  a  copy 
of  an  order  directed  to  viewers  to  view  a  road,  for  every  line  of 
twelve  words,  one  cent;  seal,.seven  cents  ;  reading  and  entering  the 
return  of  a  road,  and  recording  the  same,  for  every  line  of  twelve 
words,  one  cent ;  an  order  to  Supervisors  to  open  a  road,  under 
seal,  sixty-seven  cents ;  the  performance  of  all  duties  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Sessions  incident  to  tavern  licences,  for  each  licence,  one 
dollar ;  copy  of  any  record,  if  demanded,  for  every  line  containing 
twelve  words,  one  cent. 
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1795.       That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall 
— ^ — '   be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  writing,  signing  and  sealing  a  Avarrant,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
monwealth,   fifteen   cents  ;    every    recognizance  to  appear  at  the 
General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  entered   upon  record,  and 
copy  transmitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Sessions,  twenty  cents  ;  every 
summons  or  capias  for  debt,  ten  cents  ;  every  subpoena  for  a  wit- 
ness, ten  cents ;  for  every  name  inserted  after  the  first,  three  cents  ; 
entering  every  judgment  for  debt,  where  a  trial  is  had  between  the 
parties,  twenty  cents  ;  every  judgment  by  the  confession  of  the  de- 
fendant, ten  cents ;  every  execution  twenty  cents  ;  a  certified  copy 
of  all  proceedings  had  on  a  removal  by  certiorari,  or  on  appeal, 
thirty-three  cents  ;  writing,  signing  and  sealing  every  attachment, 
thirteen  cents ;  entering  every   rule    of  reference   on   docket,   ten 
cents  ;  a  copy  thereof  to  either  of  the  parties,  ten  cents  ;  every  re- 
cognizance of  bail  in  a  civil  suit,  and  entry  thereof  on  docket,  thir- 
teen cents ;  issuing  every  bail  piece,  thirteen  cents  ;  swearing  or 
affirming  each  witness  in  any  suit  or  trial,  seven  cents ;  administer- 
ing an  oath  or  affirmation,  where  a  deposition  is  ready  written,  and 
signing  the  same,  seven  cents ;  if  the  deposition   is  written  by  the 
Justice,  for  every  line  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent ;  a  notice 
to  master,  mistress  or  apprentice,  thirteen  cents  ;  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  a  deed,  or  probate,  twenty-six  cents  ;  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  power  of  attorney,  twenty-six  cents ;  order  for  removing  a 
pauper,  one  dollar  ;  an  order  for  relieving  a  pauper,  twenty-five 
cents ;  issuing  scire  facias  against  special  bail,  twenty  cents  ;  issu- 
ing scire  facias  to   revive  judgment  post  annum  et  diem,  twenty 
cents ;  comparing  the  county  and  road  duplicates,  or  that  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  twenty-six  cents  ;  order  to  appraise  damages 
in  trespass,   twenty  cents  ;  warrant  to  two  freeholders  to  appraise 
swine  taken    up  trespassing,  making  record  of  valuation,  and  ad- 
vei'tising  the  same,  thirty -three  cents ;  warrant  to  appraise  dama- 
ges done  by  other  cattle   trespassing,  twenty-six  cents ;  for  certifi- 
cate to  take  up  vacant  land,  ten  cents  ;  publishing  the  bans  of  mar- 
riage, sixtv-seven  cents ;  removal  of  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer, 
each  day  necessarily  spent  in  that  business,  eighty-eight  cents ; 
holding  inquisition   under  the   act  respecting  landlord  and  tenant, 
one  dollar ;  every  order  for  wolf's  or  fox's  scalp,  thirteen  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Sheriff  of  each  county  shall 
be  as  follow,  viz. 

Serving  every  writ  of  arrest,  and  taking  into  custody,  with  com- 
mitment or  bail  bond,  and  returning  the  same,  if  not  more  than  one 
defendant,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents ;  for  every  defendant  be- 
sides one,  fifty  cents  ;  the  assignment  of  every  bail  bond,  thirteen 
cents  ;  sei-ving  a  summons  in  debt,  copy  of  a  declaration  in  eject- 
ment, or  copy  of  any  other  process,  if  not  more  than  one  defendant, 
one  dollar  ;  every  defendant  besides  one,  fifty  cents  ;  serving  every 
scire  facias,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  ;  taking  replevin  bond,  at- 
tachment bond,  or  any  writing  of  indemnification,  and  filing  the 
same,  thirty-three  cents ;  travelling  expenses,  each  mile,  four  cents  ; 
executing  fieri  facias,  if  money  paid  without  sale,  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents ;  taking  goods  into  custody,  advertising  and  selling 
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the  same,  per  pound,  if  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  seven  cents;     17'95. 
for  every  pound  above  onu  hundred,  four  cents  ;  iur  keeping  goods    •— y— ^ 
or  chattels,  fees  to  be  regulated  by  the  court  in  case  of  a  dispute 
for  selling  lands   levied   upon,  or  delivering  them  to  the  creditor, 
and  making  return,  for  every  pound  not  exceeding  one   hundred 
pounds,  seven  cents  ;  for  every  pound  above  one   hundred,  four 
cents ;   no  poundage  shall  be  paid  for  more  than  the  real  debt  in  the 
execution  ;  summoning  and  returning  a  traverse  jury,  in  each  cause 
that  is  tried,  forty  cents  ;  summoning  and   returning  a  struck   and 
special  jury,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  putting  off  or  losing  the  cause, 
two  dollars ;  summoning  a  jury  of  enquiry,  attesting  and  charging 
the  same,  taktng  and  executing  inquisition  and  return,  three  dollars, 
executing  all  writs  and  orders  of  partition  or  valuation,  making  re- 
tvirn  thereto,  and  attesting  jury,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 
If  Sheriff  is  engaged  more  than  one  day  on  a  partition  or  enquiry, 
for  each  day's  attendance  after,  two  dollars ;  summoning  party  to 
appear  on  partitions,  or  on  summons  of  landlord  against  tenant, 
each  seventy-five  cents  ;  poundage  and  commissions  for  receiving 
and  paying  money  under  attachment,  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  or 
notice  from  landlord  to  recover  rents,  for  every  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds,  seven  cents  per  pound,  and  for  every  pound 
above  one  hundred,  four  cents,  and  no  more  ;  but  no  poundage  shall 
be  paid  for  more  than  the  real  debt  in  the  execution  ;  for  turnkey's 
fees,  to  be  paid  for  every  commitment  for  any  offence   or  criminal 
matter,  on  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner,  sixty-seven  cents  ;  every 
Sheriff's  deed  on  sale  of  lands,  two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  ; 
acknowledging  the  same,  sixty-seven  cents  ;  every  criminal  cause, 
one  dollar  and  thirty-three  cents  ;  every  capital  cause,  including  the 
committitur,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  ;  levying  fines,  for- 
feitures and  penalties,  estreated  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  seven 
cents  per  pound,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Treasurer  out  ot  the  same ; 
making  proclamation  on  a  divorce,  two   dollars;  serving  witness 
with  a  subpoena  to  testify,  twenty  cents;  copy  of  any  writ  of  arrest, 
if  demanded,  for  each  line  of  twelve  words,  two  cents ;  turnkey's 
fees  to   be  paid  on   the  discharge  of  a  prisoner  where  the  debt  is 
above  twenty  pounds,  fifty  cents ;  if  under  twenty  pounds,  only 
thirty-three  cents  ;  serving  every  process  on  indictment,  one  dollar 
and  twenty  cents ;  serving  every  citation  issuing  from  Orphans'  or 
Register's  Court,   and  return,  sixty-seven  cents  ;  serving  every  at- 
tachment, one  dollar  and  twenty  cents ;  executing  eveiy  haberi  fa- 
cias possessionem,  one  dollar  and   twenty  cents  :  executing  every 
writ  of  returno  habendo,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  ;  executing 
every  writ  of  levai-i  facias,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  ;  executing 
every  writ  of  liberari  facias,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  ;  every  re- 
turn of  non  est  inventus,  twenty-five  cents  ;  for  every  return  of  nul- 
la bona,  twenty-five  cents ;  executing  every  death  warrant,  twelve 
dollars ;  to  the  Cryer,  for  every  action  called  in  court,  ten  cents. 
Fees  to  be  paid  to  juries,  viz. 

On  every  verdict  in  court,  to  each  juror,  to  be  charged  to  the  par-  of  Juries, 
ty  losing  the  action,  thirteen  cents ;  on  every  inquisition  on  real  es- 
tate, to  each  juror,  to  be  charged  in  bill  of  costs,  twenty  six  cents  ; 
on  every  inquisition  of  damages,  to  each  juror,  to  be  charged  in  bill 
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1795.     of  costs,  twenty-six  cents ;  each  day's  attendance  on  a  view,  or  for 
*-*v—*   any  other  service  in  the  count}^  per  day,  to  be  charged  in  bill  of  costs, 
fifty  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  witnesses  shall  be  as  folloAV,  viz. 
Of witnes-         For  cach  day's  travelling  to  and  from,  and  attendance  at  court, 
,   ■  fifty  cents  ;  for  each  day's  travelling  to  and  from,  and  attendance  be- 

fore a  Justice  of  tl>e  Peace,  tAventy-fi\^  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
shall  be  as  follow^,  viz. 
Of  the  ciei-k  ^°^'  i"eading  and  filing  every  petition  or  report,  thirteen  cents ;  for 
°l*e  Or-  entering  everv  petition  or  report  on  record,  tWenty-five  cents  ;  en- 
termg  every  judgment,  oixler,  or  rule  oi  court,  twenty  cents;  seal 
and  certificate  annexed  to  any  copies,  for  the  use  of  the  party,  thirty- 
three  cents  ;  for  a  copy  of  the  record,  for  each  line  of  twelve  words, 
one  cent ;  every  citation  Avith  the  seal  of  office,  thirty-three  cents  ; 
every  subpoena  with  one  name,  thirty -three  cents  ;  every  name  af- 
ter the  first,  four  cents ;  every  search,  ten  cents ;  making  entry  of 
the  appointment  of  guardians,  twenty-five  cents  ;  for'  a  copy  th^eof, 
with  certificate  and  seal,  thirty-three  cents ;  entry  of  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  an  executor  or  administrator,  fifty  cents  s  for  every 
copy  of  the  said  accounts,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  items,  with 
certificate  and  the  seal  of  office,  one  dollar  and  twent}'-five  cents ; 
for  every  additional  item,  one  cent ;  reading  a  petition  for  a  pension, 
order  thereupon,  with  copy,  seal  and  certificate,  fifty  cents ;  reading 
and  filing  a  petition  of  administrators  for  the  sale  of  intestate  lands, 
Swearing  or  affirming  them  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  made,  and 
making  the  necessary  orders  thereon,  sixty-seven  cents  ;  giving  no- 
tice of  sale  of  lands,  for  every  advertisement  thought  necessary  by 
the  court,  twenty-five  cents ;  reading  and  filing  every  petition  for 
partition  or  valuation  of  intestates'  lands,  and  entering  every  order, 
matter  and  thing  ]x?rtaining  to  the  same,  two  dollars :  Provided  al- 
luays^  and  be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  Clerks 
of  the  Orphans'  Courts  in  every  county  within  this  state  shall,  and 
they  are  hereby  enjoined  to  provide  good  large  books  of  royal  or 
other  large  paper,  well  bound  and  covered,  wherein  they  shall  record, 
in  a  fair  and  legible  hand,  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Orphans' 
Courts  held  within  the  said  counties  respectively,  together  with  exact 
drafts  of  the  lands  divided  by  order  of  the  said  court. 
The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Register  of  wills  : 
Of  h  Re  "^°^  ^^  probate  of  a  will,  sixty-seven  cents ;  registering  the  same, 
gUterof  each  line  containing  twelve  words,  one  cent;  every  bond  taken  of 
executors  or  administrators,  and  entering  the  same  on  record,  one 
dollar ;  fiHng  and  entering  on  record  the  renunciation  of  an  execu- 
tor or  administrator,  twenty-six  cents;  for  granting  letters  of  admi- 
nistration, seventv-five  cents ;  annexing  ■will,  for  each  line  of  twelve 
words,  one  cent;  issuing  a  citation,  twenty-six  cents;  entering  a 
caveat,  twenty  cents  ;  administering  every  oath  or  affirmation,  seven 
cents;  filing  a  lir^t  of  the  articles  appraised,  thirteen  cents;  filing  a 
list  of  the  articles  sold  at  vendue,  thirteen  cents;  for  examining,  pass- 
ing and  filing  the  account  of  an  executor  or  administrator,  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  ;  for  every  copy,  if  demanded,  of  said  account, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  items,  with  certificate  and  seal  of  office, 
one  dollar;  for  every  additional  itpm,  one  cent. 
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The  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Constables  shall  be  as  follow^  viz*     1795. 

For  levying  a  warrant  or  serving  a  summons,  thirteen  cents;  tra-   ^— ■</  -^ 
veiling  expenses,  each  mile,  three  cents ;  serving  every  attachment,  conswbies 
twenty-six  cents ;  serving  an  execution  for  a  debt,  twenty  cents ; 
selling  goods   taken  in   execution,    every  pound  of  money  made, 
thirteen  cents  ;  summoning  every  witness,  ten  cents ;  conveying  any 
person  to  gaol  on  mittimus,  twenty-five  cents. 

Fees  to  be  received  by  the  Coroner  of  each  county  shall  be  as  fol- 
low, viz. 

Viewing  a  dead  body,  two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents ;  svimmon-  of  the 
ing  and  qualifying  the  inquest,  drawing  and  returning  the  inquisi-  coroner. 
tion,  one  dollar  and  thirty-three  cents ;  summoning  and  qualifying 
each  witness,  besides  mileage  to  the  place  where  the  body  is  viewed, 
twenty  cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  goods,  chattels,  lands  or  tene- 
ments of  the  slayer  (in  case  of  murder  or  manslaughter,)  if  any  he 
hath,  otherwise  by  the  county,  with  mileage  from  the  court-house 
to  the  place  of  viewing  the  body  ;  for  executing  any  process  or  writs 
of  any  kind,  the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  to  the  Sheriff,  and  the 
same  mileage. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Notaries  Public   shall  be  as 
follow,  viz. 

For  protest  of  a  bill  of  exchange  for  non-acceptance  or  non-pay-  of  Notaries 
ment,  and  registering,  seal,  and  so  forth,  one  dollar ;  attestation  to  a  ^^^^^' 
letter  of  attorney  under  seal,  thirty -three  cents  ;  notarial  affidavit  to 
an  account  under  seal,  twenty-six  cents  ;  drawing  and  attesting  ap- 
prentice indentures,  forty  cents ;  registering  a  foreign  sea  protest, 
one  dollar ;  registering  a  copy  of  each  protest,  thirteen  cents ;  re- 
gistering a  foreign  bill  of  exchange  protested,  with  certificate,  forty 
cents ;  for  registering  the  protest  of  a  bill  of  exchange  or  promisso- 
ry note  for  non-acceptance  or  non-payment,  thirty-three  cents  ;  en- 
tering or  noting  a  sea  protest,  to  be  deducted  from  the  legal  charge  ' 
for  the  protest,  if  extended,  one  dollar;  noting  a  bill  of  exchange, 
note,  or  thing  properly  protestable,  either  for  non-acceptance  or  non- 
payment, thirty-three  cents ;  drawing  or  taking  the  proof  or  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  bill  of  sale,  bottomry,  mortgage,  or  hypothecation  of 
a  vessel,  or  charter-party,  seventy-five  cents ;  certifying  power  of  at- 
torney for  transferring  or  selling  stock  or  other  securities,  twenty- 
five  cents ;  drawing  affidavit  before  a  Justice,  and  certifying,  one 
dollar  ;  each  oath  or  affirmation,  twenty  cents ;  notarial  procura- 
tion under  seal,  sixty-seven  cents ;  letter  of  attorney  for  transferring 
stock  or  other  securities,  and  certifying  the  same,  fifty  cents ;  draw- 
ing or  taking  acknowledgement  or  proof  of  substitution  to  a  letter 
of  attorney,  one  dollar;  being  present  at  a  demand,  tenderer  depo- 
sit of  any  matter  or  thing,  and  noting  the  same,  one  dollar ;  certifi- 
cates of  copies  or  papers  ready  made,  sixty  cents ;  comparing  the 
same,  for  every  hundred  words,  seven  cents ;  certificates  of  sales  at 
auction,  fifty  cents  ;  taking  the  proof  of  debts  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing sent  abroad,  also  the  proof  and  acknowledgment  of  letters  ot  at- 
torney and  institution,  for  receiving  and  transferring  the  different 
kind  of  public  securities,  for  each,  fifty  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Mayor  of  the  cit}'  of  Philadel- 
phia shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 
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Of  the 
Mayor. 


Of  the  Re. 
corder. 


Of  the  In. 

spectoi'  of 
salt  provi- 
sions. 


Of  the  In- 

specter  and 
Measurer  of 
lumber. 


A  table  of 
fees  to  be  set 
up  in  the 
respective 
offices'. 


Penalty  on 
neglect  cr 
refusal. 


Penalty  on 
taking  great- 
er fees,  or 
fees  for  bu- 
siness not 
performed. 


Payment  of 
fees  may  be 
refused, 
without  a  ^ 
bill  and  re- 
ceipt there- 
for. 


Former  laws 
establishing 


For  taking  the  probate  or  acknowledgment  of  writing  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  state,  sixty-seven  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  affixing  the  city  seal  to  writings,  which  have  been  proved  oT 
acknowledged  before  the  Mayor,  for  which  service  his  fiat  is  givei^, 
sixty-seven  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Inspector  of  salt  provisions 
shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  inspecting  and  branding  salted  provisions  for  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, per  barrel,  ten  cents. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  Inspector  and  Measurer  of 
lumber  shall  be  as  follow,  viz. 

For  inspecting  and  examining  boards  and  plank  according  to  the 
superficial  measure,  for  every  thousand  feet,  thirty-three  cents  ;  other 
timber  reduced  to  cubical  feet,  for  every  ton  (consisting  of  cubical 
feet,)  one  half  to  be  paid  by  the  buyer,  and  the  other  by  the  seller, 
thirteen  cents ;  inspecting  and  culling  the  first  and  second  kind  of 
shingles,  per  thousand,  twenty  cents  ;  the  third  kind,  thirteen  cents  ; 
inspecting  and  culling  pipe  staves  and  hogshead  heading,  per  thou- 
sand, sixty-seven  cents ;  all  other  kind  of  staves  and  heading,  per 
thousand,  fifty  cents. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  and  every  the  respective  officers,  whose  fees  are  herein  be- 
fore respectively  ascertained,  limited  and  appointed,  shall  and  are 
hereby  required  to  make  fair  tables  of  their  fees  respectively,  ac- 
cording to  this  act,  and  to  publish  and  set  up  the  same  in  their  re- 
spective offices,  within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  in 
some  conspicuous  part,  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons  who  have 
business  in  said  offices,  on  pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each  day  the  same 
shall  be  missing  through  said  officer's  neglect,  the  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars, which  penalty  may  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  Record,  by 
action  of  debt,  one  half  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
commonwealth . 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  officer  whatsoever  shall  take  greater  fees  than  is  herein 
before  expressed  and  limited,  for  any  service  to  be  done  by  him  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  October  next  in  his  office,  or  if  any  officer  shall 
charge,  or  demand  and  take  any  of  the  fees  herein  before  ascertained, 
where  the  business  for  which  such  fees  is  chargeable  shall  not  have 
been  actually  done  and  performed,  such  officer,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, shall  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  Court  of  Record  for 
the  proper  count}',  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  party  injured  fifty  dollars. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  refuse  payment 
of  fees  to  any  officer,  who  will  not  make  out  a  bill  of  particulars,' 
signed  by  him,  if  required,  and  also  a  receipt  or  discharge,  signed  by 
him,  of  the  fees  paid. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  trom  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  the  several  laws 
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of  this  commoiiwealth  for  regulating  and  establishing  fe.es  shall  be,     1795. 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.  ^""v"^^ 

Passed  20tli   April,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  9.  far  J         cd. 

CzJ  By  act  of  16th   March,    1798,  Fees  on  issuing  land  warrants  to  be 

(ch.iD.    1967,)  the    Inspector  of  staves  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents.     Fees  to  be 

and  'heading  shall  receive  from  the  ex-  paid  into  the  treasury,    accruing  from 

porter,  for   every  customary  thousand,  the  duties  formerly  annexed  to  the  RoUs- 

thirteen  cents  in  addition  to  his  former  office,  and  other  fees,  by  the  Secretary 

fees. — To  continue  for  two  years ;  but  of  the  commonwealth,  8tc.     Ten   dol- 

made  perpetual,  by  act  of  15th  March,  lars   fees   to   be  received  on  each  and 

1800,  (chap.   2125.)— 25  cents,   by  act  every    patent — Act    of   29th    March, 

of  20th  March,  1810.  1809. 

Fees  of  Inspector  of  flour— act  of  By  act  of  25th  December,  1809,  no 
16th  March,  1798,  (chap.  1964,)  and  fee  shall  be  received  in  the  Surveyor- 
act  of  15th  March,  1800^  (chap.  2133.)  General's  office  for  filing  and  directing 

Fees  of  Surveyor- General's  office  re-  a    warrant,  and  the   whole   amount  of 

gulated  by  act  of  8th  April,  1799,  (chap,  money  to  be  paid  on  issuing,  filing  and 

2Q53  \  dij-ecting   a  warrant,  shall  be  four  dol- 

SherifF  to  give  a  bill  of  particulars  of  lars  and  iifty  cents.     But  this  act  not  to 

his    fees,    and   a  receipt    on   payment  affect  the  payment  of  the  surveying  fees 

thereof,  whether  demanded  or  not,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  certain  Connec- 

penalty'on  failing  so  to  do,  &c — Act  of  ticut  settlers. 

2Sth  Marcli,  1803,  (chap.  2355)  For   the  alteration  in  the  fees  in  cn= 

Mode  of  proceeding   to  recover  the  minal  prosecutions,  see  notes  to  penal 

office  fees  due  on  patents  and  warrants,  laws. 

retraining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  And   see  the  General  Index,  titles, 

ofthe  Land-Office.— Act  of  29th  March,  «  Fees,"  "  Costs." 
i803,  (chap.  ?359.) 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLIII. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the 
Surveyor-General,  Receiver-General,  and  Secretary  of  the  Land- 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commo7iwealth   of  Pennsylvania,    in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  following  annual  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  public  of-  AUo]^ance 
fleers  hereafter  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  clerks,  in  Mre j^  the 
their  respective  offices,  to  wit;  to  the  Surveyor- General,  the  sum    "  •    '"' 
of  twenty  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Secretary  ofthe  Land-Office,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  ;  to  the  Receiver-General  of  the 
Land-Office,  the  sum   of  sixteen  hundred  dollars ;  which  sums  of 
money  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  respective  officers  aforesaid  on 
the   first  day  of  January,  annually,  with  the  Comptroller-General 
and  Register-General;  and  if  any  part  of  either  of  the  said  sums 
should  not  be  expended  in  employing  clerks,  the  same  shaU  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  state.  •        r         -j 

[Sect.  n.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Additional 
That   besides  the  allowances  made  by  the  preceding  section  of  this  ^}^^C'*^ 
act,  the   Governor  is  herebv  vested  with  a  discretionary  power,  on  I'^XlT"" 
application  of  either  of  the  officers  before  mentioned,  to  authorize  certaias|m. 
the  employment  of  additional  clerks,  whenever  the  business  of  the 
said  offices  requires  it ;  provided  the  expense  does  not  exceed  the  \^ 

sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year.] 
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1795, 


The  patents 
to  issue  ac- 
cording to 
the  pi-ioi-ity 
pf  applica* 
tion; 


except  in 
case  of  per- 
sons residing 
at  a  distance. 


Penalty  on 
clerks  tak- 
ing tees  for 
business  in 
the  I,antt-Of- 
fice. 


former  al- 
lowances to 
clerks  re- 
scinded. 


Limitation 
of  the  se- 
cond section. 


Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Surveyor-General  to  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  the  name  of  each  person  applying  for  a  patent  or 
patents,  the  number  of  patents  applied  for  by  him,  and  the  time  when 
such  application  is  made,  which  book  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
any  person  applying  to  view  the  same ;  and  the  Surveyor- General,  Re- 
ceiver-General, and  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  are  hereby  enjoined 
to  cause  the  said  patents  to  be  made  out,  and  the  business  thereof 
completed,  as  it  respects  their  respective  offices,  agreeably  to  the  pri- 
ority of  applications  for  the  same,  without  respect  to  persons,  unless 
the  issuing  of  such  patent  is  stayed  by  caveat  being  entered  against 
the  title  of  the  person  applying  for  the  same,  or  other  legal  objec- 
tions :  Provided  always^  That  if  any  citizen  of  this  commonwealth, 
who  shall  reside  at  any  distance  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  apply  for  any  number  of  patents,  not 
exceeding  three,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  but  that  pre<» 
ference  shall  not  be  granted  twice  to  the  same  person. 

Sect.  iv.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  employed  as  a  clerk,  in  either  of  the  offices 
aforesaid,  shall  take  or  receive  any  fee,  gratuity,  or  sum  of  money 
whatever,  for  doing  or  transacting  any  business  relating  to  the  said 
office,  whether  in  either  of  the  said  offices,  or  any  other  place,  such 
persons  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt,  one  half  of  which  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  informer,  and 
the  remaider  to  the  use  of  this  commonwealth ;  and  the  person  so 
offending  shall  not  be  permitted  to  serve  as  a  clerk  in  either  of  die 
ohic  s  aioresaid. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  any  former  laws,  as  appropriates  money  for  the 
purpose  of  employing  clerks  in  either  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  shall 
be  void,  and  also  so  much  of  any  other  law  as  is  altered  or  amended 
by  this  act. 

Sect.  vi.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
,  That  the  second  section  in  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  one  year 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  same,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  20th  April,  1795.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  24. 


ACTS  •  • 


OF  THE 


(General  assemWj?  of  ^ennsgltoauia* 


Passed  during  the  sixth  General  Assembly,  which  commenced 
the  1st  of  December,  1795,  and  ended  4th  April,  1796. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governok.  1796. 

ROBERT  HARE,  speaker  of  the  senate.  y^^-^ 

GEORGE  LATIMER,  speaker  of  the  house  of 

REPRESENTATIVES. 


CHAPTER  ISIDCCCLVIII. 


An  ACT  ceding  to  the  United  States  of  America  two  certain  out  [See  chap. 
.    lots  of  the  toxvn  of  Franklin^  at  the  mouth  of  French  creeky  in  pa^mj^* 
the  county  of  Alleghenij. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  cession  of 
two  certain  contiguous  out  lots    of  the  town  of  Franklin,  at  the  comi^oi"'^' 
mouth  of  French  creek,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,   viz.  number  o°'Frai°knn 
twenty-seven,  containing  one  acre  and  fifty-four  perches,  and  num-  w  the  uni- 
ber  thirty,  containing  one  acre  and  fifty-seven  perches,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  ceded  to  and  vested  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  their  accommodation  and  use  in  erecting  forts  and  magazines, 
and  such  other  improvements  thereon,  as  they  may  judge  proper  to 
make  for  their  convenience ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  United  States  to  possess,  occupy  and  hold  the  said  two  out  lots, 
so  long  as  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  maintain,  and  shall  actu- 
ally maintain,  a  fort,  garrison,  or  other  military  establishment,  on 
the  hereby  ceded  premises,  and  no  longer :   Provided,  and  it  is  the  Reservation 
express  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  that  nothing  herein  contained  dLtl'on  sl^d" 
shall  be  deemed,  construed,  or  in  any  wise  taken,  to  cede  and  trans-  "^^^  ot  soil. 
fer  unto  the  said  United  States  the  jurisdiction,  or  right  ot  soil,  in 
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1796.     and  to  the  said  two  out-lots,  but  only  the  occupancy  and  use  thereof, 
^■— v^-*    for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

i*  1st  February,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  61, 


The  county 
of  Greene 
ereaed,  and 
and  its  boun- 
daries de- 
scribed. 


The  rights 
and  privi- 
leges of  tlie 
inhabitants 
of  the  new 
county  the 
same  as  in 
other  coun- 
ties. 


Justices  of 
the  Peace  to 
be  appoint- 
ed. 


(Supplied.) , 


When  and 
■where  the 
County 
Courts  shall; 
beheld. 


Of  process 
now  depeniU 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLIX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  part  of  Washington  couAty  into  a  separate  County. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
all  that  part  of  Washington  county,  lying  within  the  limits  and 
bounds  herein  after  described,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  erected  into 
a  separate  county,  that  is  to  say ;  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Ten 
Mile  creek,  on  the  Monongahela  river ;  thence  up  Ten  Mile  creek 
to  the  junction  of  the  north  and  south  forks  of  said  creek ;  thence 
up  said  north  fork  to  Colonel  William  Wallace's  mills ;  thence  up  a 
southwesterly  direction  to  the  nearest  part  of  the  dividing  ridge  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  forks  of  Ten  Mile  creek ;  thence  along 
the  top  of  the  said  ridge  to  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  ot 
Ten  Mile  and  Wheeling  creeks ;  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  head 
of  Enlow's  Branch  of  the  Wheeling ;  thence  down  said  branch  to 
the  western  boundary  line  of  the  state ;  thence  south  along  the  said 
line  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  state;  thence  east  along 
said  line  to  the  river  Monongahela ;  and  thence  down  the  said  river 
to  the  place  of  beginning ;  to  be  henceforth  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  Greene  county. 

Sect.  ii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Greene  be  entitled  to,  and 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have,  all  and  singular  the  courts,  jurisdic- 
tions, officers,  rights  and  privileges,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of 
other  counties  of  this  state  are  entitled  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  this  state. 

[Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  a  number  of  proper  persons,  not  fewer  than  three,  nor  more 
than  four,  shall  be  appointed  and  comniissioned  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Greene ;  and 
that  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  to  be  holden  in  and  for  said  county  of  Greene,  shall  be 
opened  on  the  Monday  next  following  the  County  Court  of  Fayette, 
which  shall  be  held  in  December  next,  and  then  the  said  courts  shall 
be  holden  each  and  every  succeeding  term  on  the  Mondays  follow- 
ing the  County  Courts  of  Fayette  county  ;  and  the  said  Courts  of 
Quarter  Sessions  shall  sit  three  days  at  each  session,  if  there  be 
occasion,  and  no  longer,  and  shall  be  held  at  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  Jacob  Kline,  on  Muddy  creek,  until  a  court-house  shall  be 
built  and  erected,  as  herein  after  directed,  in  the  county  aforesaid ; 
and  the  said  several  courts  shall  then  be  holden  and  kept  at  the  said 
court-house,  on  the  days  before  mentioned.] 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  suit  or  prosecution,  which  has  been  heretofore  commenced,  or 
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which  shall  be  commenced  in  the  courts  of  the  county  of  Washington,    1 796, 
before  the  month  of  December  next,  shall  be  delayed,  discontinued,    * — r— ' 
and  aifected  by  this  act,  but  the  same  shall  proceed  to  judgment,  aiid  ioli^"***^ 
execution  shall  be  issued  and   done  of  all  such  judgments  by  the 
Sheriff  and  Coroner  of  Washington  county,  as  if  this  act  had  not 
been  made. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  qforesaid,  o(  the  Txo^ 
That  all  the  Justices  of  the  Peace   now  commissioned  for  the  dis-  Peucl^hf  tbo 
tricts  of  the  present  county  of  Washington,  who  reside  within  the  "ew  county. 
limits  of  the  county  of  Greene,  shall  be  considered  as  and  shall  be 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  of  Greene. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  laying 
That  all  taxes  and  arrears  of  taxes  laid,   or  directed  to  be  laid,  or  contetini 
which  have  become  due,  within  the  county  of  Greene,  befo.e  the  within^* 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  laid,  assessed,  levied  and  collected,  in  "ewcounty. 
like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed  ;  and  ail  sums  of  mo- 
ney due  to  this  commonwealth,    for  militia  fines,  in  the  said  coun- 
ty of  Greene,  shall  be  collected  and  recovered,  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  official 
That  the  Sheriff,  Treasurer,  Prothonotary,  and  all  suth  officers  as  brgivSiby 
have  heretofore  usually  given  surety  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  offi(Srr^ 
their  respective  offices,  Avho  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  or  elected 
in  the  said  county  of  Greene,  before  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall 
enter  on  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  give  the  same 
security,  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  for  the  same  uses, 
trust  and  purposes,  as  such  officers  are  obliged  by  law  for  the  time 
being  to  do  in  the  county  of  Washington. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^Th.^v^'^^ 
That  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  public  officers  of  the  county  of  Wash-  \^sMn^ 
ington,  other  than  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  continue  to  ex-  act,"Mtu ' 
ercise  the   duties   of  their  respective  offices  within  the  county  oi  °'!'«rs  ^ 
Greene,  until  similar  officers  shall  be  appointed,  agreeably  to  law, 
within  the  said  county  of  Greene. 

[Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  theeiec- 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington  and  the  countv  presJnta- 
of  Greene,  shall,  jointly  elect  four  Representatives,  to  serve  in  the  VllisStSl 
House  of  Representatives  of  this  state,  in  the  same  mode,  under  ^Aitered.^ 
the  same  regulations,  and  make  return  in  the  like  manner,  as  is  di- 
rected by  the  existing  laws  of  this  state  for  conducting  the  elections 
and  making  returns  of  the  elections  of   the  county  of  Washington, 
any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.] 

Sect.  x.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  •Vr\istt<t%%^ 
That    David    Grey,    Stephen   Gapin,    Isaac   Jenkinson,    William  ^eceive  "* 
Meetkirk,  and  James  Seals,  of  said  counties  of  Washington  and  f^f*/*^' 
Greene,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  for  the  coun-  '^'^"'i 
ty  aforesaid,  with  full  authority  for  them,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
to  purchase,  or  take  and  receive,  by  grant,  bargain  or  otherwise,  any 
quantity  or  quantities  of  land,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  acres, 
within  five  miles  of  the  centre  of  said  county,    and  to  survey  and 
lay  out  the  same  into  town  and  out-lots  ;    and  they  or  a  majority  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell,  at  public  auction,   after  due 
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1 796.    notice  given  in  the  public  newspapers  of  the  towns  of  Washingtoa 
V— v-*-^  and  Pittsburgh,  and  convey  in  fee-simple,  clear  of  any  reservations 
whatsoever,  so   many  of  said  town  lots   and  out  lots  as  they  may 
think  proper,    and  with  the  monies  so  arising  from  the  sale  of   said 
lots,  and  with  other  monies  to  be  duly  assessed,  levied  and  collect- 
ed, within  the  said  county  of  Greene,  for  that  purpose,  to  pay  for 
and  te  erect  the  lands  thus  purchased  as  aforesaid,  and  to  build  and  erect  a  court- 
Munty  build-  j^Q^g^  ^^^  ^  prison,    suitable  and  convenient  to  the  public,   on  such 
of  the  town  lots  aforesaid  as  shall  have  been  reserved  for  that  pur- 
pose ;    and  the  said  trustees  shall,   from  time  to  time,  render  true 
and  faithful  accounts  of  the  expenditures  of  the  same,   not  only  to 
the   commissioners,   but  to  the  Auditors  of  accounts  for  the  said 
county  of   Greene,  for  inspection,  adjustment  and  settlement. 
Sum  to  be  Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

^ertfng  the  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  the  coun- 
county  build- ^y  Q-f  Greene  to  lay,   assess  and  levy,   for  the  aforesaid   purposes, 
such  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  as  the  trustees,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  direct,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county 
rates  and  levies  are  raised  and  levied  ;  and  the  money  so  raised  and 
levied  as  aforesaid  shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid  trus- 
tees, for  the  aforesaid  purposes. 
Greene coun-      Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  cjittcted  by  the  authority  aforeso'id^ 
inthefif?h    That  the  aforesaid  county  of   Greene  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  de- 
coum  of     clared  to  belong  to  the  fifth   circuit,  consisting  of  the   counties  of 
Common      Westmoreland,  Washington,    Fayette,    Allegheny  and  Somerset ; 
(Altered       ^"*^  ^^^'^^  ^^^  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  within  the 
said  district  shall  be  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  said  county.] 
Included  in        Sect.  XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  oforcsaid, 
Reelection   That  the  said  count)'  of  Greene  shall  form  a  part  of  the  district 
with  Wash-   composed  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Allegheny,  for  the 
AUegh^y.    election  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  of  the  Senate  of  the  State 
(Altered.)     of  Pennsylvania.] 

oftoNvnships  Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Se'bo^da  That  when  the  division  line  aforesaid  shall  divide  any  township  or 
lines  of  the    towuships,  the  part  of  each  township  thus  divided,  that  will  remain 

new  county.   ,      ^,^     ,*.   '  *^  i     n  i  i  ■  i  •       •  •    •      i 

in  Washmgton  county,  shall  be  a  township,  and  retain  its  original 
name,  and  the  part  of  each  township  thus  divided,  that  will  remain 
in  the  county  of  Greene,  shall  be  a  township  and  retain  its  original 
name,  until  the  same  shall  be  altered  by  the  Courts  of  General  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  said  counties  respectively. 
The  places  Sect.  XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
of  elections    That  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  of   Greene,  Cumberland  and 

in  Greene  iin  -iiii'i 

and  Wash-  Franklin,  qualified  by  law  to  elect,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  elec- 
ingwncoun-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  usual  places  where  they  have  heretofore  held  the  same.; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Washington  county,  not  contain- 
ed in  the  three  townships  aforesaid,  which  by  this  act  falls  into  the 
county  of  Greene,  qualified  by  law  to  elect,  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Matthias  Woodruff. 
Powers  of  Sect.  XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 

com?'"'"^  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  the  like  powers, 
jurisdictions  and  authorities,  within  the  said  county  of  Greene,  as 
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by  law  they  are  vested  with,  and  entitled  to  have  and  exercise,  in 
other  counties  of  this  state. 

Sect.  xvii.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three 
commissioners,  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  counties 
of  Washington  and  Greene,  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act, 
who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  make  report  of  their  proceedings 
to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  next ; 
and  the  expense  of  running  the  said  line  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  county  of  Greene. 

[Sect,  xviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  commissioners  of  the  counfy  of  Greene,  which  shall  be 
elected  at  the  next  annual  election,  are  hereby  authorized,  required 
and  directed,  to  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  a  faithful  and  accurate 
account  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Greene, 
and  make  return  thereof,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  commonwealth,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  seven  hvmdred  and  ninety-seven.] 

[Sect.  xix.  And  be  it  further-enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  the  Couits  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  county  of  Washington 
shall  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  following  the  courts  of  the  county 
of  Greene,]     (a) 

Passed  9th  February,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  ,VI.  page  49. 
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A  census  of 
the  taxables 
of  Greene 
county  to  be 
taken  and  re- 
turned in 
1797. 

[O.bsolete.J 


Times  of 

holding  the 

Common 

Pleas  of 

Washingtpa 

county. 

(Supii'liedJ 


fa  J  The  boundaries  of  this  county 
are  altered,  and  part  re-annexed  to 
Washington  county,  and  commissioners 
appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line,  by 
act  of  22d  January,  1802,  (chap.  2212.) 

The  power  of  the  trustees  of  Greene 
county  ti-ansferred  to  the  county  com- 
missioners by  act  of  28tli  January, 
1800,  (chap.  208r,)  and  by  tlie  same  act, 
accounts  of  the  trustees  to  be  settled, 
and  money  raised  for  completing  the 
county  buildings. 

The  electors  of  Franklin  and  Cum- 
berland townships,  Greene  county, 
where  to  hold  their  elections,  act  of 
21st  March,  1797,  (chap.  1922.) 

Place  of  holding  elections  for  Greene 
district,  fixed.  Jefferson  townsliip  and 
part  of  Morgan  township,  made  a  se- 
parate district ;  and  part  of  Woodrufl^''s 
district  annexed  to  Franklin  township. 
Act  of  8th  April,  1799,  (chap.  2050, 
sect.  2,  9.) 

The  fifth  election  district  erected, 
by  act  of  4th  April,  1805,  (chaj).  2599, 
sect.  7  ) 

Sixth  election  district  erected;  and 
part  of  Whitely  district  annexed  to 
Waynesburg  district,  by  act  of  Slst 
March,  1806,  (chap.  2715,  sect.  24,  25.) 

Richhill  and  Morris  townships,  erect- 
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ed  into  separate  districts,  by  act  of  4tji 
April,  1809,  sect.  13,  14. 

By  the  last  enumeration  the  county  of 
Greene  contained  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eleven  taxables,  and  with 
the  county  of  Washington,  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  tax- 
ables. And  by  the  act  of  March  21st, 
1808,  apportioning  tlie  representation 
in  pursuance  thereof,  this  county  sends 
one  member  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  with  the  county  of  Wasii- 
iugton  two  memljers  to  the  Senate. 

By  the  Judiciary  act  of  24th  Feb'y, 
1806.  The  counties  of  Beaver,  Alleg- 
heny, Washington,  Fayette  and  Greene 
compose  the  fifth  district.  The  courts 
are  held  as  follows ;  the  term  continu- 
ing one  week  ;  Beaver,  1st  Monday  in 
January,  August  and  November,  and 
last  Monday  in  March.  In  Allegheny, 
the  Mondays  following.  In  Fayette, 
the  Mondays  succeeding  the  courts  in 
Allegheny.  In  Greene,  the  Mondays 
succeeding  the  courts  in  Fayette,   £ic. 

Greene  county  is  attached  to  the 
western  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

By  an  act  of  7th  Feb'y,  1797,  (chap. 
1904,)  provision  was  made  for  a  place 
of  holding  the  courts  in  Waynesburg, 
until  a  court-house  should  be  built. 
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1796.  CHAPTER  MDCCCLX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Oliver  Pollock  and  Henry  Neaffto  erect  wing- 
dams  on  Connedogwinnet  creek^   in  the  county  of  Cuynberland. 

Sect.  1,  2.  [OLIVER  POLLOCK  and  Henry  Neaff  empow- 
ered  to  erect  wing-dams  on  Connedogwinnet  creek  ;  but  not  to  in- 
jure the  navigation.  3.  Regulations  to  be  observed,  with  respect 
to  a  slope  in  the  said  dams,  4.  Complaints  to  be  investigated  and 
redressed,  upon  the  report  of  viewers  to  be  appointed  by  the  ses- 
fsions,  by  indictment.] 

Pftssed  13th.  February,   1796.— Private   act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI. 

page  56, 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXII. 

An  ACT  declaring  a  certain  part  of  Spring  creek  a  public  highway. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Part  of         viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   That 
deciafed'^^''  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  Spring  creek,  in  the  county 
public  high-  (.f  MifRin,  from  the   mouth  of  the  same  as  far  up  as  the  mouth  of 
Logan's  creek,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,   declared  a  public 
highway,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts,   under  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  as  herein  specified ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  inhabitants,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said 
creek  ;  to  remove  all  the  natural  and  artificial  obstructions  from  the 
mouth  thereof,  as   far  up  as  Logan's  creek  aforesaid,  and  to  erect 
such  slopes  and  locks  at  the  mill-dams  now  built,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  provided  such  slopes  and 
locks  shall  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure   the  works,  of  said 
dams. 
This  act  not       Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
with'p^^'^^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  construed,  to  pre- 
rf  htlTo      ^^"^^  ^^y  person  or  persons  possessing  land  on  the  said  creek,  in  the 
erect  dams,   county  of  Mifflin  aforesaid,  M'^ho  before  the  passing  of  this  act  had 
authority  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or 
dams  that  he  or  she  or  they  may  think  proper,  provided  the  same 
be  so  constructed,  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  owners  thereof,  with 
complete  slopes  and  locks  in  convenient  parts  of  such  dams,  as  that 
navigation  for  boats  and  rafts  will  not  be  injured  thereby. 

Passed  26th  February,  1796.-~Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  58 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXin. 

An  ACT  declaring  the  Tuscarora  Creek^  a  public  highway. 
Sect,  i,  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
Pavtofrus-  ^^^^^  ^f  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
oracieek  metf  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
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iVom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Tuscarora  creek,  in  Mil-     1796. 
ford  township,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  from  the  mouth  thereof  to    v— y  .^ 
Thomas  Beale's  mill-dam,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  ^?'^{;"'^'i  a 
public  highway. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  9vt\\%\oa 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  under-  personren-^ 
stood,  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  lands  on  the  said  ^j.'^^^  ^, 
creek,  who  before  the   passing  of  this  act,  had  authority  under  the  dams. 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  from  erecting 
any  such  dam  or  dams :  Provided^  That  such  dam  or  dams  be  duly 
constructed  and  kept  in  repair,  with  a  proper  slope  or  slopes,  at 
least  twenty-five  feet  wide,  and  extending  one  perch  down  the  stream, 
for  every  foot  the  said  dam  or  dams  may  be  in  height,  and  a  lock 
or  locks,  at  least  twelve  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet  long,  through  which 
boats  and  canoes  may  at  all  times  conveniently  pass. 

Passed  26tli  February,  179P.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  61. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXIV. 

j4n  ACT  authorizing  Brintnel  Bobbins  to  erect  a  mill-dam  over  part 
of  Toughiogheny  river ^  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland, 

Sect.  1.  [BRINTNEL  ROBBINS  empowered  to  erect  a  dam 
ever  the  Youghiogheny  :  not  to  impede  the  navigation  or  passage 
of  fish.  2.  Complaints  shall  be  made  and  redressed  by  indictment, 
on  the  report  of  viewers  to  be  appc^inted  by  the  Sessions.] 

Passed  26th  February,   1796. — Private   Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL 

page   60. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXVI. 

An  Act  to  compensate  David  Meade^  and  others^ 

"WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that  [See  vol.  a, 
David  Meade,  and  sundry  other  persons,  embraced  the  provisions  sso;  and°the 
of  an  act  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  Apr°f/i805, 
hundred  and  eighty  seven,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  f^t^'/r"'^ 
confirming  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut   Claimants,   the  demotion  of 
lands  by  them  claimed  within  the   county  of  Luzerne*,"  and  per-  cates  issu«i 
formed,  on  their  part,  all  the  requisites  necessary  to  their  obtaining  acc.^*  '* 
the  benefits  of  the  said  law,  by  attending  the  state  commissioners  at  (*  chap. 
Wyoming,  and  procuring  their  report  upon  their  respective  lands,  ^"^" 
and  procuring  the  said  reports  to  be  lodged  with  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty, in  order  to  be  acted  upon  :  And  as  it  is  but  just,  that  the  per- 
sons complying  with  the  terms  of  the  law  aforesaid,  while  the  said 
law   was   in  existence,  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
sarae; 
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Claimants 
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Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  btf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Geyieral  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sayne^  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Property,  and  they  are 
hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  proceed  upon  the  reports  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  persons,  called 
Connecticut  Claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  coun- 
ty of  Luzerne,"  which  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary, 
and  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  they  can,  from  the  documents  so  placed 
in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  from  such  farther  evidence  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  and  which  shall  be  produced  to  them,  what  sum 
or  sums  ought,  on  the  principles  of  the  aforesaid  law,  to  be  allowed 
to  the  respective  owners ;  and  the  Receiver- General  shall  there- 
upon deliver  a  certificate  of  such  sum  or  sums  to  the  respective  own- 
ers, and  enter  a  credit  in  his  books,  for  the  same,  whidi  may  be 
transferred  to  any  person,  and  passed  as  credit,  either  in  taking  out 
new  warrants  in  any  part  of  the  state,  where  vacant  land  may  be 
found,  or  paying  arrearages  on  former  grants  :  Provided  neverthe- 
less., That  the  value  of  the  land,  for  which  such  certificates  are  so 
to  be  delivered  to  the  aforesaid  claimants,  shall  not  be  estimated 
otherwise  than  if  the  same  had  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Proper- 
ty immediately  after  the  report  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioners,  in 
pursuance  of  the  law  herein  before  mentioned  :  And  provided  fur- 
ther^ That  the  claimants,  who  are  by  this  act  intended  to  be  com- 
pensated, shall  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  certificates  aforesaid,  re- 
lease to  the  commonwealth  their  respective  claims  to  the  lands,  for 
which  they  shall  receive  compensation. 

Passed  9th  March,  irQe.-i-Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  62. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXIX. 


An  iSSjT providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  of  staves 

and  heading. 

Sfxt.   I.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania.,  in  General  Assem- 
An  Inspector  J,ii.  met,  and  it  is  herebii  enacted  bii  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
heading  to     from  and  after -the  passing  of  this  act,  the  inspection  of  staves  and 
eappoi  e .  j^g^jjj^g  shall  be  vested  in  an  officer,  other  than  the  Inspector  of 
boards,  timber  and  shingles  ;  and  the   Governor  of  this  common- 
wealth shall  forthwith  appoint  a  person  of  competent  skill  and  know- 
ledge for  the  inspection  of  staves  and  heading,  whose  duties  and 
compensation  shall  be  the  same  as  is  now  enjoined  on  and  allowed 
to  the  present  Inspector  of  lumber  in  like  cases. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.^ 
That  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly,  &s  is  hereby  altered 
or  supplied,  shall  be  repealed,  and  made  void. 

Passed  17th  March,   1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  65. 


[See  vol.  1, 
pa.  222,  277, 
vol.2,  pa. 
528.] 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCLXX.  1^96- 

An  ACT  to  establish  a  ferry  over  the  Juniata  river,  opposite  Mif- 
jlin-toxvn,  in  the   county  of  Mifflin,  and  vesting  the   right  in 
William   Harris    and  Joseph   M'-Clellaiid.,   their  heirs  and  as- 
signs. 

[WILLIAM  HARRIS  and  Joseph  M'Clelland  empowered 
to  make  landings  on  both  sides  the  Juniata  ;  and  to  maintain  a 
ferry,  subject  to  rules  established  by  the  courts  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions.] 

Passed  17th  March,  1796, — Private  Act. — Recorded  in  Law.Book  No.  VI.  page  66, 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXl. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Evan  Oxuen  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the  north 
side  of  the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna  river  ;  in  the  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Luzerne. 

Sect.  1.  [EVAN  OWEN  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  at  or 
near  Berwick,  on  the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna.  Not  to  obstruct 
the  river  -,  nor  interfere  with  private  property.  2.  Complaints  to  be 
made  and  redressed  by  indictment  on  the  report  of  viewers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Sessions.] 

Passed  ITlh  March,  1796.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  67. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXn. 

An  ACT  to  establish  a  ferry  over  Sxvatara  creek,  near  Hwnmiirs^ 
toxvn,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  for  vesting  the  right 
in  Christopher  Ernst  and  Samuel  Sherer,  their  heirs  or  as- 
signs, 

[CHRISTOPHER  eIiNST  and  Samuel  Sherer  empowered 
to  establish  a  ferry  on  Swatara  creek  ;  provided  that  they  do  not 
trespass  on  the  lands   of  others.] 

Passed  17ih  March,   1796. — Private  Act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.    VI. 

page  63. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXIIL 

vtn  ACT  to  annid  the  charter  of  incorporation  of  the  first  and  third 
Presbyterian  churches  iii  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS  by  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  the  late  Pro- 
prietaries of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  the  twenty-seventh 
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1796.     day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  the 
♦-'v^-'    first  and  third   Presbyterian  churches  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
were  united  as  one  society,  or  body  politic,  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  oi  "  The  committee  of  the  first  and  third  united  Presbyterian 
churches  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;"  And  whereas  an  alteratioii 
of  circumstances,  since  the  period  of  their  union,  hath  rendered  the 
same  inconvenient,  and  it  is  mutually  agreed  by  the  persons  wor- 
shipping in  the  said  two  churches  that  a  separation  shall  take  place  : 
8ect.  I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commoynvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
Repeal  of     blij  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
of  cena^n*"^    the  Said  charter  of  incorporation  be,   and  the  same  is  hereby  an- 
rhurches!'*"  nulled,  repealed  and  made  void,  and,  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  of  no  force,  virtue  or  effect, 
whatsoever. 
The  real  es-       Sect.  w.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Jhmche'^r^  That^  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  right,  title,  interest 
vwted''"'     ^"^^  property,  of,  in  and  to  the  first  Presbyterian  church  in  High- 
street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  site  thereof,   and  the  burial 
ground  thereto  annexed,  shall  go  to,  vest  in,  and  be  confirmed  tO 
the  members  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church,  and  their  successors, 
for  ever,  to   be  holden   bv  them  as  their  several,  sole  and  separate 
estate  ;  and  also  that  the  right,  title,  interest  and  property,  of,  in  and 
to  the  parsonage -house,  which  the  members  of  this  church  have  ac- 
quired, shall  be  and  remain  vested  in,   and  be   confirmed  to,  the 
members  of  the  said  first  Presbyterian  church,  and  their  successors, 
for  ever ;  and  that  the  right,  title,  interest  and  property,  of,  in  and 
to  the  third  Presbyterian  church  in  Pine-street,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  site  thereof,  and   the  burial-ground  thereto  annexed, 
being  the  lot  granted  by  the  late  proprietaries  to  the  members  of  the 
first  Presbyterian  church,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church  there- 
on, and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  shall  go  to,  vest  in,  and 
be  confirmed  to  the  members  worshipping  in  and  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  third  Presbyterian  chuixh,  and  their  successors,  for 
ever,  and  be  holden  by  them  as  their  several,  sole  and  separate  es- 
tate, any  thing  in  the   said  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  17th  March,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  69> 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXV. 

An  ACT  to  establish  a  public  ferry  over  the  river  Juniata^  oppO" 
site  the  toxvn  of  Huntingdon^  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon^  and 
vesting  the  right  in  Thomas  Whitaker^  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

[THOMAS  WHITAKER  empowered  to  establish  a  ferry 
over  the  river  Juniata ;  provided  that  he  does  not  trespass  on  the 
lands  of  others.] 
Passed  23d  March,  1796, — Private  Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI.  pa.  71. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXXI.  1 796. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  torun  of  Huntingdon^   in  the  county  of  Hunt- 
ingdon^ into  a  borough. 

Sect.  1.  [HUNTINGDON  erected  into  a  borough.  Its  boun- 
daries. 2.  Of  the  elections  of  borough  officers.  Qualification  of 
persons  superintending  the  elections.  Return  of  persons  elected, 
how  to  be  made.  When  votes  are  equal  for  the  candidates,  shall  be 
decided  by  the  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas.  Vacancies,  to  be 
supplied  by  a  new  election.  Corporate  title  to  be  "  The  Burgesses 
and  Town  Council  of  the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,"  with  the  usual  corporate  powers.  4.  Penalty  on 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  serve  in  borough  offices.  Fines  and  forfeit- 
ures, how  recoverable.  5.  Qualification  of  the  borough  officers, 
to  be  taken  before  a  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  peace.  6.  By-laws,  to 
be  made  by  the  burgesses  and  Town  Council.  7.  By-laws,  how  to 
be  executed.  Duty  of  the  ToM^n  Clerk  and  High  Constable.  Com- 
plaints arising  under  this  act,  how  to  be  redressed,  by  appeal  to  the 
next  sessions,  on  giving  security,  &c.] 

Passed  29th  March,  1796. — Private  local  act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  Vl, 

page  92. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXXVII. 

An  ACT  to   increase  the    salaries  of  the  fudges  of  the  Supreme 

Court ^  the  Secretary  of  the  com?nonwealth^  and  Presidents  of  the  9,26.)    '^ 
Courts  of  Co7nmon  Pleas. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-ivealth  of  Pemisylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^   and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Addition  to 
each  of  the  Assistant    Judges  of  the   Supreme   Court,    and  Presi-  of^certal^.'^* 
dents  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  circuit  including  the  judicial  and 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  officers. 
of  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum^  the  Secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth six  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  per  an- 
7ium  ;  and  each  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Coui-ts  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  other  districts  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  per  annum,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries  ;  and  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  for  *  ^^^^  p*""' 

1  1  dfe  petual,  post. 

two  years,  and  no  longer.^  chap.  199s. 

fassed  4th  April,  1796. — Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  114. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCLXXXIX. 

An  ACT  for  laying  out  and  opening  sundry  roads  within  this  com- 
monwealth, and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  1.    COMMISSIONERS  to  be  appointed,  to  lay  out 
a  road  from  Northampton  to  the  mouth  of  Tioga.     A  road  to  be 
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1796.  made  from  Pittsburgh  to  Le  Bceuf :  Provided  always^  That  all  con- 
*--v— '  tracts  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  registered  by  the 
Governor,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  opening  and  improving 
sundry  navigable  waters  and  roads  within  the  commonwealth,"  pass- 
ed the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^Antcpt*.    ninety-one.* 

Sect.  3.  [Appropriation  for  the  road  from  Heller's  to  Wilk«s- 
barre.] 

Passed  4th  April,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  115. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCIII. 

An  ACT  to  annul  and  repeal  so  much  of  any  charter  or  laxvofthis 
state^  as  empowers  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Bristol^  in 
the  county  of  Bucks^  to  hold  and  keep  fairs  xvithin  the  sa7ne. 

"WHEREAS  the  Burgesses  and  Common  Council  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Bristol,  and  the  adjoining  townships, 
in  the  county  of  Bucks,  have  by  their  petition,  set  forth,  that  the 
fairs  originally  established  by  charter  within  the  said  borough  have 
become  useless  and  unnecessary,  and  promote  licentiousness,  vice 
«nd  immorality,  and  have  prayed  that  the  same  may  be  abolished  ; 
Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be    it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Repeal  of     met^  and  it  is  herebij  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 
Mrtver  of'^   from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  so  much,  and  no  more,  of  any 
hoid^f'"*"     law  or  charter  of  this  state,  as  empowers  the  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Bristol,  to  hold  and  keep  fairs  within  the  same,  is  hereby 
repealed,  annulled  and  made  void. 

Passed    4th  April,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  126. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCIV. 

An  ACT  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  the  Ge?ieral  Assem- 
paftiSl^chap,      bly  of  this  cofumonxvealth,  incorporatijig  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

-nsi.  and  the 

Bote  there-  WHEREAS  many  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  pray- 

ed for  such  alterations  in  their  charter  of  incorporation,  as  that  it 
may  be  rendered  more  similar  to  the  frame  of  government  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the  prayer  of  their  petitions 
should  be  granted  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomuealth  of  Penyisylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
oftheeiec-  '"^^'  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samCy  That 
tion  of  mem- the  freemen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  qualified  to  elect  members 
Common  *  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  meet  together 
council.       ^^  ^^  second  Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  on  the  same  day  year- 
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ly  thereafter,  and  elect,  by  ballot,  twenty  persons,  qualified  to  serve     1796. 
as  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  commonwealth,   '— v-*^ 
to  be  members  of  the   Common  Council  for  the  said  city,  for  the 
year  next  ensuing  their  election. 

Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  the  eie©. 

*/  */  */     %j  '  ^jQji  ot  mem 

That  the  said  freemen  shall,  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  October  bers  of  the 
next,  also  elect,  by  ballot,  twelve-  persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  Sena-  cU." 
tors  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  members  of  the  Select  Council  of 
the  said  city,  who  shall  forthwith  after  their  election  divide  them- 
selves, by  lot,  into  three  classes ;  the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year ;  of  the  second  class  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  year ;  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  third  year  j  so  that  one  third  may  be  chosen  every  year. 

Sect.  in.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  oftheeser- 
That  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  ieg1siat\vl 
shall  be  exclusively  vested  in  the  said  Select  and  Common  Councils,  ^o^omiom 
who  shall  perform  all  legislative  acts,  as  separate  and  distinct  bodies, 
and  shall  exercise,  possess  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  legislative 
powers,  which  the  Mayor  or  Aldermen,   Recorder  and  Common 
Council  of  the  said  city,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  at  present 
may  or  can  lawfully  and  of  right  exercise,  possess  and  enjoy. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofthaap- 
That  the  Governor  shall  appoint  one  Recorder  and  fifteen  Aldermen  the  RTcoldrt' 
for  the  said  city,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  me'if ''^*'^^" 
and  who  shall  exercise,  possess  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges  now  exercised,  possessed  and  enjoyed,  by  the  Re- 
corder and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  who  shall  meet  together  ,j,^^j^      . 
at  such  times  as  may  be  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  er. 
powers  and  privileges  aforesaid,  legislative  powers  only  excepted. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  q^i^^^^^^. 
That  the  members  of  the   Select  and   Common  Councils  shall,  on  Ji""  °^  * 
the  third  Tuesday  of  October  next,  and   on   the  same  day  yearly 
thereafter,  meet  together,  and  elect,  viva  voce,  one  of  the  said  Al- 
dermen as  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  whose  duty  (besides  that  of  an 
Alderman  of  the  said  city,)  shall  be  to  preside  in  the  Mayor's  Court,  ^^.^  duties- 
when  present,  to  promulgate  the   by-laws,   rules  and  ordinances  oi 
the  corporation,  and  to  pay  a  special  attention  to  the  due  execution 
and  fulfilment  of  the  same,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  hold 
and  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  now  attached  to  the  office  of  Mayor,  ^ndenioiu- 
or  which,  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  corporation,  may  be  menta, 
hereafter  annexed  to  the  same. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  citizens 
That  the  doors  of  the  respective  halls  of  the  said  Select  and  Com-  ted  to  hear 
mon  Councils  shall  be  open,  for  the  admission  of  all  peaceable  and  of the^coun- 
orderly  persons,  who  shall  be  desirous  of  being  present  at  the  dis-  '^'^*' 
cussion  of  any  by-laws,  ordinances,    rules  or   regulations,  for  the 
welfare  and  good  government  of  the  city. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  vvwision 
That  the  Aldermen  which  shall  be  chosen  at  the  election  to  be  held  corporadon 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  in  this  present  year,  and  the  Mayor  pltor'to^he 
and  Recorder  which  shall  be  chosen  by  the  said  Aldermen,  agreea-  ^Jg^'tifn"*'^*^ 
bly  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  shall  hold  their  several  and  respective 
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1796.     offices  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  no  longer; 

V— y-»-'  and  that  from  and  after  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  October  next, 
so  much  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth, 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  passed 
the  eleventh  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  and  of  any  and  every  Supplement  thereto,  as  is  hereby  altered 
and  supplied,  and  no  more,  shall  be  thenceforth  repealed. 

Passed  4th  April,  1796. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  127. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCY. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Martin  Nissly  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the  west 
side  of  Connestogoe  river ^  in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

Sect.  1.  [MARTIN  NISSLY  empowered  to  erect  a  wing-dam 
on  the  river  Connestogoe.  Regulations  touching  the  same.  2.  When 
the  river  is  made  navigable,  a  lock  shall  be  erected.  3.  Complaints  to 
be  made  and  redressed,  by  indictment  on  the  report  of  viewers  ap- 
pointed by  the  sessions.] 
Passed  4th.  April,  1796. — Private  act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.VL  page  129. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCVI. 

Aji  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Le- 
high^ at  the  borough  of  Easton^  i?i  the  county  of  Northampton. 

Sect.  1.  [POWER  granted  to  erect  a  bridge  across  the  Le- 
high, by  the  Burgesses,  &c.  of  Easton,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
court  and  commissioners.  But  not  so  as  to  interrupt  the  naviga- 
tion.] 

Passed  4th   April,  1796. — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  131. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCVIII. 

(See  vol.  1,    -^^^  ACT   respecting  the  public  landings  and  "wharves  in  the  town' 
278-9,318-19.)      ^/^^^  qJ"  ^/j^  Northevn- Liberties'^  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS  it  is  conceived  that  the   public  landings  on  the 
river  Delaware,  in  the  toAvnship  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  may  be 
rendered  more  serviceable  and  productive,   by  giving  further  pow- 
ers to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  whom 
the  same  are  by  law  vested,  for  the  use  of  the  public  :    Therefore, 
Sect.  i.    Be  it    enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Ass em- 
The  county  ^^^  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
commission-  the  Commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  time  be- 
tonsenc  of    ing,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  by  and  with  the  consent 
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and  approbation  of  three  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  county,    1 796. 
to  make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations,  respecting  the  public   *— v-—' 
landings   and  wharves   in  the  township  of  the  Northern -Liberties,  Jl^.^^^^  •^g^"_ 
as  in  their  opinion  will  conduce  to  the  well-governing,  as  well  the  te-  powered  to 
nants  who   may  rent  the  same,  as  the  owners  or  drivers  of  carts,  puMic  iand« 
waggons,  or   other  carriages  of  burthen,   and  the  skippers  or  per-  Northern-^ 
sons  having  the  charge  of  boats  or  flats,  who  may  have  occasion  to  liberties. 
frequent  the  said  landings  and  wharves ;  and  also  to  direct,  pre- 
scribe and  establish  the  prices  for  weighing  at  the  public  hay-scales, 
and  the  rates  of  toll  and  wharfage  to  be  paid  for  the  articles  which 
shall  be  unladen  at  the  said  landings  or  wharves,  or  any  or  either  of 
them. 

Sect,    ii.  And  he   it  further  ejiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  AMhority  to 
That  the  said  commissioners,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  pubUc  land- 
three  Justices,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  grant,  \"harves, 
demise,  and  to  farm  let,  the  said  public  landings,  wharves  and  hay-  \l^^^^' 
scales,  either  separately  or  together,  for  any  term,  not  exceeding 
three  years  at  one  time,  upon  such  rents  and  conditions,  and  under 
such  restrictions  and  reservations,  as  to  the  said  Justices  and  Com- 
missioners shall  appear  just  and  reasonable. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  repairing 
That  it  shall  be  the,  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  keep  the  said  f^gth^^pX 
landings,  wharves  and  hay-scales,  in   good   and  pei-fect  order  and  "^'a1-vls"and 
repair,  and  to   improve  the  same  from  time  to  time,  in  such  man-  hay-scaies ; 
ner  as  will  most  conduce  to  the  public  advantage  ;  and  whenever  the  ^^^  purchas- 
funds  Avhich  have  arisen   or  shall  arise  therefrom,  shall,  over  and  ingothevs. 
above  the  said  repairs  and  improvements,  be  sufficient  to  purchase 
other  landings  or  wharves,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  three  Justices,  as  afore- 
said, to  make  such  purchases  within  the  township  of  the  Northern- 
Liberties,  and  to  improve  the  same ;  and  the  landings  or  wharves 
so  purchased  or  improved   shall  be  held  under  the  like  trusts,  and 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  as  the  before  mentioned 
public  landings  and  wharves. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  o^  stttMng 
That  the  accounts  for  disbursements,  and  improvement  of  such  ad-  arfsfnl^u"-* 
ditional   landings  and  wharves,  as   maybe  purchased  by  the  said ''^'^  *'^  *''' 
commissioners  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  of  the  rents,  issues  and 
profits  arising  therefrom,  shall  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  the  audi- 
tors appointed  to  audit,  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  county 
treasurers  and   commissioners,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  like 
powers  and  authorities,  as  they  are  by  law  invested  with  respecting 
the  present  public  landings  and  wharves. 

Passed  4th  April,  1796.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  133. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCXCIX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  Union-toxvn  in  the  county  of  Fayette.,  into  a  bo- 
rough. 

Sect.  1.  [UNION-TOWN  erected  into  a  borough.     Its  boun- 
daries prescribed.     2.  Of  choosing  Burgesses,  a  High  Constable, 
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1796.  a  Town-Clerk,  and  Assistants.  The  highest  in  votes  to  be  the 
^■nr-—^  Chief  Burgess.  Who  sh^ll  be  the  present  borough  officers.  3.  How 
the  elections  shall  be  holden,  and  in  what  cases  the  Governor  shall 
appoint.  4.  The  Burgesses  and  freemen  incorporated,  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Union-town," 
with  the  usual  corporate  powers.  5.  Penalty  on  refusing  to  serve 
in  any  of  the  borough  offices  ;  and  vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  a 
new  election.  6.  The  oaths  of  office  shall  be  administered  to  the 
Chief  Burgess  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  by  the  Chief  Burgess 
to  the  other  officers.  7.  Appointment  of  other  borough  officers  to 
be  made  by  the  Burgesses  and  Assistants.  8.  Of  making  by-law 
at  tov/n-meetings.     How  the  town-meetings  shall  be  assembled.] 

Passed  4Uj  April,  1796,— Recorded  in  Law  Beok  No.  VI.  page  135, 


ACTS 


07  TH£ 


(general  aissemftlp  of  l^euttspltoama. 


Passed  during  the  seventh  General  Assembly,  which  com- 
menced 6th  December,    1796,  and  ended   5th  of  April, 

1797. 


THOMAS  MIPTLIN,  governor.  1797. 

ROBERT  HARE,  speaker  of  the  senate.  U-v*^ 

GEORGE  LATIMER,    speaker  of  the  house  of 

representatives. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCIir. 


An  ACT  to  enable  John  Miller  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  Swatara 
creek^  abutting  on  his  ozvn  land^  about  four  miles  below  Jones- 
town^ in  the  county  of  Dauphin. 

Sect.  1.  [JOHN  MILLER  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  Swatara  creek,  but  not  so  as  to  do  any  injury  to  others.  2.  A 
slope  to  be  kept  for  rafts  to  pass.  3.  Persons  aggrieved  may  ob- 
tain redress  by  indictment  on  the  report  of  view^ers  appointed  by  the 
sessions.] 

Passed  7th  February,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  141. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCV. 

An  ACT   to  authorize  Paul  Frazer  to  erect  a  dam  across  Shear- 
man's creek. 

Sect.  1.  [PAUL  FRAZER  empowered  to  erect  a  dam  on 
Shearman's  creek.  2.  A  slope  to  be  kept  for  the  passage  of  rafts. 
3.  Persons  aggrieved  may  obtain  redress  by  indictment,  on  report  of 
viewers  appointed  by  the  sessions.] 

Passed  14tU  February,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI.  page  142. 
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1797, 


(See  vol.  1, 
chap.  207, 
pa.  90j  and 
the  notes 
thereto,  and 
chap.  315, 
sect.  10,  pa. 
]8f.) 

Certain  pro- 
Biissory 
notes  to  be 
held  tree 
from  defal- 
cation. 


Proviso  as 
between  the 
plaintiiland 
defendant  in 
any  suit. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCIX. 

An  ACT  to  devise  a  particular  form  of  promissory  note^  not  liable 
to  any  plea  of  defalcation  or  set-off. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  iji  General  Assem- 
bly viety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  all  notes  in  writing, 
commonly  called  promissory  notes,  bearing  date  in  the  city  or  county 
of  Philadelphia,  whereby  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,  or  copartnership  in  trade,  shall  promise  to  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corpo- 
rate, or  copartnership  in  trade,  and  to  the  order  of  the  payee,  for 
value  in  account,  or  for  value  received,  and  in  the  body  of  which 
the  words,  "  without  defalcation,"  or,  "  without  set-off,"  shall  be 
inserted,  shall  be  held  by  the  indorsees,  discharged  from  any  claim 
of  defalcation  or  set-off  by  the  drawer  or  indorsors  thereof,*  and 
the  indorsees  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  against  the  drawer  and  in- 
dorsors such  sums,  as  on  the  face  of  the  said  notes,  or  by  indorse- 
ments thereon,  shall  appear  to  be  due  :  Provided  always^  That  in 
every  action  brought  by  the  holder  of  any  such  note,  whether  against 
the  drawer  or  indorsors,  the  defendant  may  set-off  and  defalk  so 
far  as  the  plaintiff  shall  be  justly  indebted  to  him  in  account,  by 
bond,  specialty,  or  otherwise. 

Passed  27th  February,  irQ?". — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  148. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCX. 

An  ACT  to  declare  Cohocksink  creek  a  public  highway. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  comnionwecdth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Cohocksink  creek,  in  the 
township  of  the  IVorthern-Liberties,  and  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  the  bridge  on  the  road  leading  to 
Frankford,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  pub- 
lic highway,  for  the  passage  of  all  kinds  of  vessels  and  rafts  which 
can  float  therein,  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants 
desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek  to  remove  all  na- 
tural and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  the 
aforesaid  bridge,  so  as  that  the  said  creek  shall  be  navigable  forty 
feet  in  width  :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  throw  such  draw -bridge  or  draw -bridges  across  the  said  creek, 
as  shall  not  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  same. 

Sect.  ii.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  draw-bridge  at  present  thrown  across  the  aforesaid  creek 
shall  remain  until  another  can  be  erected. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  inhabitants  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said 
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creek  shall  have  the  right  to  enlarge  the  draw  of  the  present  bridge    1797. 
to  the  width  of  eighteen  feet.  * — >r— ' 

the  present 

Passed  27th  February,' 1797. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  147.     iJ'Wge- 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXI. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  owners  and  occupiers  o^  a  certain  tract  of 
marsh  and  meadoro  land^  therein  described^  situate  in  the  town- 
ship of  Derby ^  and  county  of  Delaware^  to  keep  the  banks ^  dams^ 
sluices  and  Jlood-gates  in  repair^  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  defray 
the  expense  thereof. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  Southern  District  Derby  Meadow  company 
established.  Time  and  place  of  appointing  Managers.  2.  Penalty 
on  refusing  to  act  as  Managers.  How  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Manager  or  Treasurer  shall  be  supplied  ;  and  penalty  on  refusing  to 
act  as  Treasurer.  3.  Treasurer  to  give  security.  Condition  of  the 
bond  prescribed.  4.  The  banks,  &c.  to  be  hereafter  supported  in 
common  by  the  Managers,  who  may  assess  taxes  for  the  purpose. 
Banks  now  out  of  order  to  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  own- 
ers. 5.  Powers  of  the  Managers.  6.  Of  cutting  weeds  injurious 
to  the  meadows.  7.  Of  creeks  and  inclosures,  and  of  swine  found 
within  the  inclosures.  8.  Of  making  new  ditches  and  drains,  and 
scouring  the  old.  9.  How  disputes  shall  be  settled.  10.  Of  the 
Treasurer,  and  his  duty  prescribed.  11.  Penalty  on  conviction  of 
persons  damaging  the  banks,  &c.  Appropriation  of  the  penalty. 
12.  Proceedings  in  case  owners  of  the  land  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
their  taxes  assessed,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  13.  The  Ma- 
nagers to  direct  necessary  repairs  ',  to  inspect  the  banks,  &c.  four 
times  in  each  year ;  and  enter  upon  the  company  lands,  to  procure 
materials  to  repair  them.  14.  Pay  of  the  Managers  and  Treasurer. 
15.  Former  acts  repealed,  excepting  as  to  fines,  &c.  so  far  as  they  re- 
late to  this  district  of  meadow.] 

Passed  4th  March,   1797. — Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  148. — Private 

Act, 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXII. 

An  ACT  declaring  part  of  Fishing  Creek^  in  Lycoming  county  .^  a 
public  highxvay. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  by  the   authority  of  the  same.  That  Pait  ot  Ly. 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Fishing  Creek,  in  the  coun-  cr^uie- 
ty  of  Lycoming,  Trom  the  mouth  of  the  same  as  far  up  as  the  mouth  uc  hfghway. 
of  Banks's  Run,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  a  public 
highway,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  under  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  herein  specified  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
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1 5^97.    the  inhabitants  desirous  of  using  the   navigation  of  the  said  creek, 
V— V— «'   at  their  own  cost  and  charges,  to  remove  all  the  natural  and  artifi- 
cial obstructions,  from  the  mouth  thereof  as  far  up  as  Banks's  Run 
aforesaid,  and  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  such  slopes  and  locks  at 
the  dam  of  the  mill  already  built,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pas- 
sage of  boats  and  rafts  ;  provided  that  such  slopes  and  locks  shall 
be  so  constructed  as  not  to  injure  the   said  mill  or  dam  ;  nor  shall 
any  such   slope  or  lock  be  erected  or  constructed,  until  the  inhabi- 
tants desirous  of  erecting  or  constructing  the  same,  shall  have  given 
to  the  Prothonotary  of  the   county,  such  security,  as  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  shall  judge  sufficient  to  keep  harmless  and  indem- 
nified the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  mill  and  dam. 
Thisactnot       Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^m?berng    That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed,  taken   or  construed,  to 
the  cre°ek  by  prcvcnt  any  pcrson  or  persons  possessing  lands  on  the  said  creek,  in 
yersons  ^      ^j^g  couuty  of  Lycomiug  aforesaid,  who,  before  the  passing  of  this 
Sjthoiized.   act,  had  authority,  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a 
dam  or  dams  thereon,  from  erecting  such  dam  or  dams ;  provided 
the  same  be  so  constructed  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  owners  there- 
of, with   complete   slopes  and  locks  in  convenient  parts  of  such 
dams,  as  that  the  navigation  for  boats  and  rafts  will  not  be  injured 
thereby. 

Passed  4th  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  155: 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXIV. 

An  ACT  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  incorporating  the 
Society  formed  for  the  relief  of  poor,  aged  and  infirm  jnasters  of 
ships,  their  xvidoxvs  and  children." 

Sect.  1.  [HOW  transfers  of  corporation  stock  and  releases 
shall  be  made  j  satisfaction  entered ;  and  security  to  be  given  by 
the  Treasurer.  2.  Repeal  of  part  of  a  former  act,  (chap.  875,  vol. 
l,pa.  498.)] 

Passed  7th  March,  1797. — Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  154» 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXV. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Robert  Dean  and  Joseph  Smith  to  erect  a 
■wing-dam  on  the  south  side  of  the  Frankstotun  branch  of  the 
yuniata,  in  Huntingdon  county. 

Sect.  1.  [ROBERT  DEAN  and  Joseph  Smith  empowered 
to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the  Juniata;  but  not  to  injure  the  naviga- 
tion, or  private  property^  2.  Grievances  shall  be  redressed,  by 
indictment,  on  the  report  of  viewers  appointed  by  the  Sessions.] 

Passed  9th  Mari,  1797.— Private  Act,— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  pa.  156, 


i>8i 

CHAPTER  MDCCCCXVl.  1757, 

An  ACT  for  raising'  by  way  of  lottery^  a  sum  not  exceeding  tnven-      '  '' 
ty  thousand  dollars^  to  be  applied  to  the  defraying  the  expenses 
of  paving  the  streets  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster^  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster, 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  raise  money,  by 
way  of  lottery,  to  pave  the  streets  of  Lvincaster.  Application  of  the 
money.  2.  The  scheme  of  the  lottery  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor, 
surety  to  be  given  by  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurer.  3.  Prizes, 
when  to  be  paid.  4.  Qualification  of  the  Commissioners,  list  of 
prizes  to  be  published.  5.  Accounts  of  the  lottery,  how  to  be  set- 
tled. 6.  Limitation  for  demanding  prizes.  7.  The  money  raised  to 
be  applied  to  paving  the  streets.] 

Passed  9th  March,  1797,— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  157. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXVIII. 
A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  Penal  Laxvs  of  this  State, 

"WHEREAS  it  frequently  happens  that  persons,  against  whom  (See  voi.  2, 
indictments  are  presented  by  the  grand  inquests  for  the  bodies  of  the  thenotM*^^ 
respective  counties  throughout  this  commonwealth,  are  afterwards  thereto.) 
acquitted  by  a  petit  jury  trying  the  truth  of  the  same  :  And  where- 
as, by  the  existing  laws,  a  party  so  acquitted  is  equally  liable   to 
costs  of  prosecution  as  if  he  were  convicted,  which  operates  injus- 
tice, and  a  punishment  to  the  innocent :  For  remedy  whereof, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That  costs,  on 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  costs  accruing  on  all  bills  ^bepaid^y 
of  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  or  any  county  in  ^^^  county. 
this  commonwealth  charging  a  party  with  any  felony,  breach  of  the 
peace,  or  other  indictable  offence,  shall,  if  such  party  be  acquitted 
by  a  petit  jury,  on  the  traverse  of  the  same,  be  paid  out  of  the  coun- 
ty stock,  by  the  city  or  county  in  which  the  prosecution  commenced. 
Passed  March  20th,  1797.— -Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  159. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXII. 

An  ACT  ybr  the  erection  of  certain  election  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House    of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyhajiia.,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That  Electors  of 
the  freemen  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships  of  Moya-  MoyamSi-' 
mensing  and  Passyunk,  in  the   county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  from  pas^^'Jj;, 
henceforth  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  Commissioners'  Hall,  ^^^%^^ 
in  the  district  of  Southwark  aforesaid. 
Vol.  IIL  2N 
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1797.  Sect.  ir.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  townships  of  Irwin  and  Mead,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny, 
are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  that  the  free- 
men of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  in  the  block- 
house in  Mead  borough,  in  the  township  of  Mead  aforesaid  ;  that  the 
freemen  of  the  township  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny, 
r-hall  in  future  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  Samuel  Bayard,  in  the  township  of  Elizabeth  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Bethel  and  East-Hanover, 
in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  shall  in  future  hold  their  general  elec- 
tions at  the  house  now  the  property  of  Christopher  Capp,  junior,  in 
the  town  of  AYilliamsburg,  in  IJethel  township  aforesaid. 
Eieciiaii  Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

districts  es-  That  the  township  of  Turkey  Foot  in  the   county  of  Somerset,  is 
Somerset      hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  the  ireemen  or 
eoun  y.        ^^  ^^.^  township  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  John  Nicklow,  in  said  township;  and  the  townships 
of  Milford   and   Somerset  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  and 
the  freemen  of  the  said  townships  shall  hold  their  general  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Henry   and  Jacob  Schnyder,  in  the 
town  of  Somerset  aforesaid,  until  a  court-liouse  is  built,  after  which 
period  they  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  court-house. 
'The  fifth  Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

election  dis-  That  the  uorth  end  of  Belfast  township,  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
lord  county  beginning  at  Sideling  hill,  and  bounded  by  the  south  branch  of  a  run 
descending  from  the  said  hill  to  Licking  creek,  and  fi-om  thence  a 
straight  line  to  Scrul)  Ridge,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  fifth  district, 
and  the  freemen  residing  therein  shall  hereafter  hold  their  general 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Daniel  M'Connel,  in  the 
township  of  Air. 
^  ^^^^.^  Sect.  v.    And  be  it  further  eitacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

County  di-     That  the  county  of  Lvcomine;  shall  be  divided  into  five  election  dis- 

vided  in  five    ,«^,  .,-  "i-t-t  i,  ii  c  -w 

election  dis-  tricts,  to  Wit,  the  township  oi  Loyalsock,  and  that  part  or  JLiycoming 
township  lying  east  of  Pine  Run,  and  also  that  part  of  Washington 
township  lying  north  of  the  Bald  Eagle  Mountain,  being  the  first 
election  district,  the  freemen  residing  therein  shall  hold  their  gene- 
ral elections  at  the  court-house  ;  the  township  of  Muncy,  and  that 
part  of  the  township  of  Washington  lying  south  of  the  Bald  Eagle 
Mountain,  being  the  second  election  district,  the  freemen  residing 
therein  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Henry  Shoemaker,  junior,  in  the  township  of  Muncy  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  part  of  the  township  of  Lycoming  lying  west  of  Pine  Run, 
•  and  that  part  of  Pine  Creek  township  east  of  Chatham's  Run,  and  the 
township  of  Nippinose,  being  the  third  election  district,  the  freemen 
residing  therein  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Thomas  Ramsey,  at  Pine  Creek ;  and  that  part  of  the 
township  of  Pine  Creek  west  of  Chatham's  Run,  being  the  fourth 
election  district,  the  freemen  residing  therein  shall  hold  their  gene- 
ral elections  at  the  house  nov,-  occupied  by  Hugh  Andrew,  in  Dunns- 
burgh  :  the  township  of  liakl  Eagle  being  the  fifth  election  district, 
the  freemen  residing  therein  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the 
liouse  now  occupied  by  Frederick  Richiirds,  in  said  tov/nship. 


tricts. 
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Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    1797. 
That  the  townships  of  Westcaln,  Sadsbury,    East-Fallowfield,  and   ^^'"^"^ 
West-Fallowfield,  in  the  county  of   Chester,  t>hall  henceforth  be  a  ^lea'oirdis. 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  fourth  district,  the  qualifi-  b?she/in*' 
ed  electors  whereof  shall   hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  Chester 

o  oouiity* 

now  occupied  by  James  lioilis,  in  the  township  of  East-Fallow- 
field  ;  and  that  the  townships  of  East -Nottingham,  West-Notting- 
ham, Upper  and  Lower-Oxford,  in  the  said  county,  shall  compose 
a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  district,  the  qualifi- 
ed electors  whereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Samuel  Hood,  on  or  near  the  line  between  the 
townships  of  East-Nottingham  and  Lower-Oxford ;  and  that  the 
townships  of  East-Nantmiil,  Coventry,  and  Vincent,  shall  compose 
a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district,  the  quali- 
fied electors  whereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  school-house 
near  Pnghtown,  in  the  county  of  Coventry  ;  and  that  the  townships 
of  Charlestown,  Tredyffrin,  East-town,  Willistown,  and  East- 
Whiteland,  shall  compose  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  call- 
ed the  seventh  district,  the  qualified  electors  whereof  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Kichp.rd  liobinson,  in 
Tredyffrin  tow^nship. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Election  dis- 
That  the  townships  of  Woodbury  and  Morris,  in  the  county  of  {,'iisherin' 
Huntingdon,  be,  and  they  herebv  are  erected  into  a  separate  elec-  ^unVy^'^°" 
tion  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  election  district  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  gene- 
ral elections  at  the  house  of  Robert  Smith,  in  the  town  of  Williams- 
burgh  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  townships  of  Hopewell  and  Union, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  as  is  included  within  the  bounds  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  election  district  in  said  coun- 
ty, viz.  Beginning  at  the  Bedford  county  line,  in  the  old  gap  of 
Sideling-Hill ;  thence  by  the  said  line  to  the  summit  of  Tussey's 
mountain ;  thence  by  the  summit  of  said  mountain  to  the  old  path, 
leading  from  Hartsock's  fort,  in  Woodcock  valley  ;  thence  by  a 
straighl  line  to  John  Frete's  house,  including  the  same  ;  thence  by 
a  straight  line  to  Forshe's  gap  in  Terres  mountain  ;  thence  along 
the  summit  of  said  mountain  to  the  waggon  road  leading  from  Lit- 
tle-trough creek  to  Huntingdon-town;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to 
the  summit  of  Sideling-Hill,  so  as  to  include  the  inhabitants  of  Lit- 
tle-ti'ough  creek  ;  thence  by  the  summit  of  the  said  hill  to  the  place 
of  beginning;  and  the  freemen  of  said  district  shall  hold  their  ge- 
neral elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Isaac  Crum,  on  the 
Raystown  branch  of  the  Juniata  river. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  VmnlT^mA' 
That  the  qualified  electors  residing  within  the  townships  of   Fannet  ^/,'i *;,'""*"' 
and  Metal,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  shall  in  future  hold  their  ge-  rraiikiia 
neral elections  at  the  school-hovise,  in  the  town  of  Fannetsburgh.      whereto 

Sect.   ix.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  v^^liorsoi 
That  the  qualified  electors  residing  within  the  township  of  Franklin,  fownshVp,  in 
in  the  county  of  Greene,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  [^'"^^h«47.r 
house  now   occupied  by  Thomas  Slater,  in  or  near  the   tciwn  of  eiccr. 
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1797.     Waynesburgh,  until  a  court-house  is  built,  after  which  they  shall 
*— v-r-*    hold  their  said  elections  at  the  court-house  ;  and  that  the  qualified 
electors  residing  in  Cumberland  township,  in  the  said  county,  shall 
in  future  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Philip  Kitcham,  in  said  township. 
Additional         Sect,  X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
eiecri  adis-  That  the  qualified  electors  residing  within  that  part  of  Northampton 
Northamp-    couuty,  ^vhich  is  bouudcd  as  follows,  beginning  in  the  boundary  line 
ton  county,    jjg^^^.ggj^  Pennsylvania  and  New-York,  at  the  north-east  comer  of 
the  cou.ity  of  Luzerne,  thence  south  alongthe  same  thirty-six  miles, 
thence  north  forty-five  degrees  east,  until  it  strikes  the  Delaware 
river,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  New-York  line,  thence  along  the 
same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Elijah  Dix,  in  the  said  district. 
■the  eighth        Sect.  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
tJictof ''""  That  so  much  of  the   township  of  Washington  as  belongs  to  the 
Snd^r'ctT  county   of  Northumberland,    and    that   part   of  the   township   of 
White  Deer,   running  along  the  White  Deer  mountain,  to  the  little 
Spruce  run,  thence  down  the  same  to  Matthew  Laird's  plantation ; 
and  from  thence  to  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna,  to  where  Pe- 
ter Swartz  formerly  lived  ;  thence  down  the  same  to  the  mouth  of 
BufFaloe  creek  :  thence  across  the  west  branch  of   Susquehanna  by 
James   Stedman's,  a  direct  line  to  where   William  Reed  lives,  on 
Chilisquaque  creek,  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  district  line ;    and 
thence  along  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  called  the 
eighth  district  in  the  county  of  Northumberland;  and  the  freemen 
of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house 
occupied  by  William  Gallagher,  in  the  town  of  Milton,  any  thing 
contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  elections  of  this 
commonwealth,"  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Bye,  *nd  Sect.  XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Greenwood,  That  Ryc  towuship,  and  that  part  of  Greenwood  township,  which 
Undl^recVed  ^^^s  south  of  the  Fairs-hiU,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  shall  be, 
district!'^     and  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  the  quaU- 
fied  electors  residing  therein  shall  meet,  and  hold  their  general  elec- 
tions at  the  Union  school-house  in  the  town  of  Petersburgh,  in 
Bye  township  aforesaid. 

Passed  21st  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  162. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXIIL 

An  ACT  to  release  all  claims^  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth,  to 
certain  lands  xvithin  the  Manor,  or  reputed  Manor,  of  Maske,  in 
the  county  of  York, 

WHEREAS  an  act  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, m  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  en- 
titled "  An  Act  for  vesting  the  estates  of  the  late  proprietaries  of 
Pennsylvania  in  this  commonwealth,"  wherein,  among  other  things, 
it  is  provided,  that  all  and  every  the  private  estates,  lands  and  here- 
ditaments, of  any  of  the  said  proprietaries,  whereof  they  are  now 
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,  'I  II  s 

possessed,  or  to  which  they  are  now  entitled  In  their  private  several     1797. 
right  or  capacity,  by  devise,   purchase  or  descent,  and   likewise  all    ^— v— ' 
the  lands  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  proprietary  tenths 
or  manors,"  which  were  duly  surveyed  and  returned  into  the  Land- 
Office  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  togetlier  with  the  quit 
or  other  rents,  and  arrearages  of  rents,  reserved  out  of  the  said 
proprietary  tenths  or  manors,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  which 
have  been  sold,  be  confirmed,  ratified  and  established  for  ever,  ac- 
cording to  such  estate  or  estates  therein,  and  under  such  limitations, 
uses  and  trusts,  as  in  and  by  the  several  and  respective  reservations, 
grants  and  conveyances  thereof,  are  directed  and  appointed :   And 
whereas,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  York  was  hereto- 
fore surveyed,  under  the    name  of  "  The  Manor  of  Maske,"    and 
the  survey  thereof  returned   into  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  six :   And  whereas,  certain  citizens  had  settled  themselves 
and  made  improvements  on  the  said  lands,  comprehended  within 
the  lines  of  the  said  Manor  of  Maske,  antecedently  to  the  warrant 
issuing  for  the  survey  of  the  same,  and  without  notice  that  any  such 
measure  was  in  contemplation  :    And  whereas  doubts  have  on  this 
account  arisen,  whether  the  said  survey  was  regular,   and  the  said 
settlers  and  inhabitants,  in  whose  favour  the  said  exceptions  might 
have  been  urged,  have  waved  tlie  same,    and  have  agreed,  or  are 
in  treaty  with  and  ready  to  conclude  a  purchase  from  John  Penn 
and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  in  whom  the  estate  of  the  late  pro- 
prietaries is  vested,  on  terms  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and  have 
for  these  reasons,  by  their  petition,  requested  a  release  of  all  claim 
to  the  said  lands  by  the  commonwealth. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  As- 
sembly met^andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  thesame^  That  Release, 
to  remove  any  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  the  said  inhabitants,  irom  ai 
apprehension  that  the  commonwealth  may  claim  the  said  land  under  ''^^lll\^^^ 
the  said  act  above  recited,  to  encourage  agriculture  and  Improve-  in  the  Manor 
ment,  by  rendering  titles  free  from  dispute,  and  to  remove  any 
prejudice  that  may  subsist  against  the  rights  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  late  proprietaries  ot  Pennsylvania  to  the  said  lands,  that  the 
lands  within  the  lines  marked  by  the  survey  of  the  said  Manor,  or 
reputed  Manor  of  M  'ske,  in  the  mondi  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  shall  be  deemed  free  and  clear  of  any 
claim  by  this  commonwealth  under  the  said  act ;  and  all  right,  title, 
interest,  claim  and  demand  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  whole,  and 
every  part  of  the  said  tract,  included  within  the  said  boundary  lines, 
is  hereby  remised,  released,  and  quit-claimed,  to  the  several  and 
respective  persons  thereon  settled,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever, 
according  to  their  several  and  respective  rights  :  Provided  neverthe-  Proviso, 
less^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  considered  as  exercising  any  right  or 
claim  to  the  said  lands,  nor  as  entitling  the  settlers  thereon  to  claim 
from  the  commonwealth  any  compensation  or  indemnity,  in  case  the 
said  settlers  shall  be  evicted  and  removed  therefrom  by  any  person  or 
persons  not  claiming  under  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  23d  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  163. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXiy. 

An  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act^  eiititled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for 
distributing  the  laws  of  the  United  States^  and  certain  laws  of 
the  commomvealth,  and  for  re-printing  the  Provincial  and  State 
lawSy  passed  prior  to  the  second  day  of  October^  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  eighty-one.^"* 

Sfxt.  1.  [FURTHER  appropriation  of  the  new  edition  of 
the  laws,  for  the  use  oi^  the  Legislature  ;  obsolete.] 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  requir- 
ed to  deliver  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  prison  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  each  incorporated  Librar}^  Com- 
pany within  this  commonwealth,  consisting  of  not  less  than  twenty 
persons,  one  copy  of  such  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  as  were  direct- 
ed by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for 
printing,  publishing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  to  direct  a  proper  index  to  be  made  of  the  records  of  the  execu- 
tive department,"*  to  be  retained  in  his  custody,  subject  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  Legislature  ;  and  one  copy  of  such  of  the  laws  of  this 
state,  as  were  directed  by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  supplementary,  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  this 
commonwealth  ;  and  also  one  copy  of  such  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  as  was  directed  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  re- 
cited act  to  be  purchased  by  the  Governor  :  Provided  nevertheless^ 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  any  Library,  which  has 
received  the  said  laws,  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Secretary  shall  procure  two  hundred  copies  of  such  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  have  been  passed  since  the  second 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three ; 
thirty  copies  he  shall  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  twenty-four 
copies  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  respective- 
ly, and  six  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate ;  and  eighty-four  copies 
he  shall  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  se- 
venty-eight whereof  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  and  six  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  pri- 
son of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  each  of  the  in- 
corporated Library  Companies  within  this  commonwealth,  consist- 
ing of  not  less  than  twenty  persons,  he  shall  deliver  one  copy,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  said  copies  he  shall  reserve,  for  the  use  of 
this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  4.  [Further  appropriation  of  the  new  edition  for  the 
use  of  individual  Members  of  the  Legislature.     Obsolete.] 

Passed   23d  March,   1797 — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  166. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  town  of  Sunbury,  in  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland into  a  borough. 
Sect.    1.    [THE  town  of  Sunbury  erected  into  a  borough. 
Its  boundaries  described.    2.  Certain  officers  of  the  borough,  when 
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to  be  elected.  3.  The  Burgesses  and  freeholders  made  a  body  cor-  1797". 
porate,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  bo-  *«— v— ^ 
rough  of  Sunbury  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,"  with  pow- 
ers of  acquiring  and  holding  real  and  personal  estate,  &c.  4.  Mar- 
kets when  to  be  held.  Clerk  of  the  market  to  be  appointed.  5.  The 
corporation  may  make  a  causeway  across  the  public  way  along  the 
Susquehanna,  and  a  landing  place  ;  and  provide  ferry-boats.  6.  No 
other  person  shall  keep  a  ferry  at  that  place.  7.  Powers  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  borough  of  Sunbury  to  be  the  same  as  the  borough  of 
Reading.  (Vol.  2,  page  76,)  except  as  to  holding  fairs.]  (See  a 
supplement  to  this  act,  16th  March,  1803,  chap.  2333.  Authorized 
to  hold  fairs,  by  act  of  22d  January,  1802,  chap.  2211.) 

Passed  24tli  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  170. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXVII. 

An  ACT  to  repeal  an  act^  passed  the  thirty-first  daij  of  March^  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  Jiinety-Jivey  entitled  "  A71  act  to  as- 
certain the  boundary  lines  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Tork  county^  call- 
ed CarroVs  Delight ^^  and  to  provide  for  surveying  the  same^ 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  77ientioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  co7n?nonzvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  771  Ge7ieral  Assemblif 
77iet^  and  it  is  herebij  e7iacted^  by  the  authoi'ity  of  the  same^  That  cairorsOe- 
the  Surveyor-General  of  this  commonwealth  be  authorized,  and  he  blre-sur^ey- 
is  hereby  required,  on  the  application  of  anv  person,  and  at  the  ^'^' 
proper  charges  and  expense  of  the  holders  of  lands  within  the  tract 
of  land  called  Carrol's  Delight,  situate  in  the  county  of  York,  to 
issue  his  order  to  any  Deputy-Surveyor  of  the  said  county,  not  in- 
terested in  any  part  of  said  tract,  to  survey  the  same,  agreeably  to 
the  lines  marked  and  known  by  the  name  of  John  Gillahan's  sur- 
vey, and  ascertain  the  number  of  acres  therein  contained,  over  and 
above  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the  original  patent,  and  make  re- 
turn thei-eof  into  the  Surveyor-General's  office,  and  the  Surveyor- 
General  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office, 
and  upon  the  payment  of  the  customary  price  of  lands  of  the  date 
of  the  said  patent,  with  interest  for  the  said  surplus,  it  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  in  full  of  all  claim  and  demand  of  this  com- 
monwealth of,  in  and  to  the  land  contained  within  the  said  lines, 
marked  and  known  by  the  name  of  John  Gillahan's  survey,  as  afore- 
said, as  fully  and  completely  as  if  patents  had  issued  far  the  same ; 
and  the  said  holders  of  the  said  lands  respectively  shall  hold  the 
same  agreeably  to  their  respective  surveys,  witliout  any  further  de- 
mand whatsoever  of  or  from  this  commonwealth,  according  to  their 
respective  deeds ;  and  the  said  lines,  marked  and  known  as  afore- 
said, shall  for  ever  be  the  boundary  of  the  said  tract  of  land  called 
Carrol's  Delight,  any  variance  in  the  boundary  hereby  established 
from  any  former  survey  or  reputed  boundary  of  the  said  tract  of 
land  notwithstanding :  Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  in  any  wise  injure  or  impair  the  title  of  any  person 
to  the  land  contained  within  the  said  lines,  or  any  part  thereof. 
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1797.         Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,^ 

*— V*-'   That  an   act  passed  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  ninety-five,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the  boundary 

ison'^'      lines  of  a  tract  of  land  in  York  county,  called  Carrol's  Delight,"* 

be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  28th  March,   1797. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  184. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  citizens  of  this  state^  members  of  the 
Aggregate  Corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  Clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  the  United 
States  of  America^  for  the  better  management  of  their  share  and 
proportion  of  the  funds  and  estate  of  the  said  Aggregate  Corpo- 
ration^ upon  a  division  of  the  same  being  made  with  the  members 
of  the  said  corporation^  citizens  of  the  states  of  New-Tor^  and 
Neiv-jfersey. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  corporation  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
empowered  to  agree  with  other  associated  corporations  for  a  final 
division  of  the  aggregate  estate.  2.  When  the  seal  of  the  Aggregate 
corporation  may  be  broke.  New  corporation  of  the  members,  who 
are  citizens  of  this  state ;  its  powers  and  privileges ;  and  times  of 
meeting  and  making  by-laws  prescribed.  The  present  annuitants 
shall  not  be  injured  by  dissolving  the  Aggregate  Corporation.] 
Passed  28th  March,  1797. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  173. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  provide  arms  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  ("bj 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeyita- 
tives  of  the  commo7irvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Q     1 1    f   ^^^'    ^^^^  ^^   ^*  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
arms  to  be     the  Govcmor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  to  pro- 
fortbeM:atc.  cure,  as    speedily  as  may  be,  twenty  thousand  stands  of  arms,  of 
a   size  and    quality  best  adapted  for  field  service,  one  half  by  im- 
mediate purchase,  and  the  other  half  to  be  made  or  manufactured 
within  the  United  States  ;  the  whole  to  be  of  the  fashion  or  pattern 
of  the  French  Charleville  musket,  and  of  the  dimensions  foUow- 
Pattem  and  ing,  to  wit ;  the  length  of  each  barrel  to  be  three  feet  eight  inches, 
lach^d.     ^1^^  to   receive  a  ball   of  the  size  of  eighteen  to  the  pound ;  each 
barrel  to  undergo  the  same  degree  of  proof  as  is  now  in  use  for  the 
proof  on  those  made  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be 
stamped  or  marked  near  the  breech  with  the  letters  C.  P.  the  locks 
to  be  upon  the  best  construction,  double  bridled,  on  a  flat  plate,  and 
marked  with  the  letters  aforesaid  ;  the  mounting  iron,  with  bands 

fit  J  By  chap.  2082,  this  act  was  sus-     militia  law,    passed  9th   April,    1807, 
pended  for  two  years.  See  the  existing     (cliap.  2842.) 
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and  swivels,  and  spring  to  each  band;  the  ramrods  to  be  of  well  1'9'' 
tempered  steel ;  the  bayonets  to  be  fifteen  inches  in  the  blade,  made  **nr*-' 
of  steel  well  tempered,  and  polished ;  the  stock  to  be  made  of  well 
seasoned  walnut;  the  length  of  the  butt  of  the  musket  to  be  fifteen 
and  an  half  inches  from  the  breech  end  of  the  barrel  to  the  heel 
plate ;  the  side  pins,  breech  pins,  and  trigger,  to  be  case  hardened; 
the  Aveight  of  the  musket  and  bayonet,  thus  completed,  not  to  ex- 
ceed eleven  pounds. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tir^t  moiety 
That  as  soon  as  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  the  arms,  directed  to  be  howto"e'* 
provided  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  had  and  completed,  agree-  kep"u3ld^ 
ably  to   the   intention   of  this  act,  the   Governor  shall  direct  such  j^PgjJfjg'ji*^^ 
ai-ms  to  be  distributed  between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  se-  f"*". 
veral  counties  of  this  state,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  each,  that  is  to  say ;  the  said  arms  are  to  be  delivered 
into  the  care  and  charge  of  the  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  city  and 
each  county,  who  shall  give  his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  and  it  shall 
be   the  duty  of  the  said  Inspectors  to  deliver  the  said  arms  to  the 
field  officers  of  each  regiment  or  battalion  of  infantry  within  his  bri- 
gade, in   proportion  to  the  number  of  men  in  each ;  and  the  field 
officers  of  each  regiment  or  battalion  shall  give  their  joint  receipt  for 
the   arms  so  delivered,  declaring  themselves  personally  responsible 
therefor,  and  that  they  shall  be  kept  in  good  order ;  and  the  said 
Brigade  Inspectors  respectively  shall  provide  a  proper  place  or  places 
for   depositing  and  safe-keeping  the  arms  of  each  of  the  regiments 
or  battalions   within  his  brigade,  which  place  or  places  of  deposit 
shall  be  fixed  on  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  field 
officers  of  each   respective  regiment  and  battalion  ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  respective  Brigade  Inspectors  to  deliver  the  receipt 
given  by  the  field  officers  as  aforesaid  to  the  Adjutant-General,  who 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  filed  and  recorded  in  his  office  ;  and  the 
regimental  Quarter  Master  shall  report  to  the  Brigade  Inspector  the 
situation  of  any  of  the  arms  of  the  regiment  which  may  be  injured 
or  out  of  repair,  and  the  said  Inspector  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
repaired  without  delay,  and  shall   also,  when  occasion  may  so  re- 
quire, employ  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  cleanse  and  oil  the 
arms  belonging  to   the  respective  brigades ;  and  the  Register  and 
Comptroller- General   shall  allow  all  necessary  expenses  which  may 
be  incurred  in  consequence  of  this  act,  in  settling  the  respective  ac- 
counts of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  :  Provided  always-,  That  the  field  who  shall 
officers  shall  not  be   responsible  for  any  of  the  arms,  which  shall,  arms  whUe 
by  order  of  the  Inspector,  be  put  into  the  possession  of  any  person  '•^p*'""?- 
or   persons,  for  the   purpose   of  cleansing  or  repairing,  until  they 
shall  be   by  them  returned,  in  order  to  be  deposited  :  but  the  Bri- 
gade  Inspector   shall  be   personally  responsible  therefor  until  they 
shall  be  returned  to  the  place  of  deposit:    And  provided  also, ^  That  i^^'y^of  {|jf 
upon  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  any  field  officer,  it  shall  sp"(ftor!  in 
be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Inspector,  within  six  weeks  thereafter,  afa'th  of  aliy 
to  examine  and  ascertain  whether  the  arms  committed  to  the  care  °!^sted^,vith 
of  any  such    field   officer  are   in   their  respective  places  of  deposit,  arms. 
and  in  good  order,  and  if  found  so,  the  said  Brigade  Inspector  shall 
certify  the  same  to  vsuch  field  officer,  if  resjgned  or  removed,  or  to 
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his  executors  or  administrators,  if  dead;  upon  which  certification, 
or  upon  the  neglect  of  the  Brigade  Inspector  to  make  such  exami- 
nation, the  responsibihty  attached  to  the  field  officer  or  his  estate 
shall  cease  and  be  void. 

Sect.  hi.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  to  visit  the  place 
or  places  in  which  the  arms  of  the  several  battalions  and  regiments 
within  their  respective  brigades  are  deposited,  at  least  once  in  every 
six  months,  and  at  every  such  visit  they  shall  carefully  examine  the 
condition  and  number  of  arms  in  each  place  of  deposit ;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  to  either  of  the  said  Inspectors,  that  any  of  the  arms 
belonging  to  the  regiments  or  battalions  within  his  brigade  are  mis- 
placed, lost  or  embezzled,  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  suits  to  be  commenced  against  the  person  or  persons,  through 
whose  neglect  such  loss,  embezzlement  or  misconduct  has  arisen, 
so  that  the  said  arms  may  be  restored  or  replaced  without  delay ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarter-Master  of  each  respective 
regiment  (on  notice  from  the  Brigade-Inspector,  which  notice  he  is 
hereby  required  to  give,)  to  attend  at  the  examination  made  by  the 
Inspector  of  the  arms  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  said  Quarter-Mas- 
ter belongs ;  and  he  shall  give  to  the  said  Inspector  such  informa- 
tion respecting  the  arms  as  the  case  may  require,  and  shall  aid  and 
assist  the  Inspector  in  examining  the  same  ;  and  if  any  regimental 
Quarter-Master  shall,  after  due  notice  given,  neglect  or  refuse  to 
attend  at  the  time  of  such  examination,  or  refuse  to  give  such  in- 
formation as  the  case  may  require,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars  for  eveiy  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  be  recovered 
by  the  Brigade-Inspector  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  like  uses, 
that  the  militia  fines  are  directed  to  be  applied. 

Sect,  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  as  soon  as  the  remaining  moiety  of  arms  are  provided,  they 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  the  officers 
respectively  shall  be  responsible  for  the  same,  in  the  manner  herein 
provided  respecting  the  first  moiety  of  arms  to  be  provided. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  act,  to  be  paid  on 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Governor  upon  the  Treasury  of  this  com- 
monwealth, out  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  government. 
Passed  2Sth  iviaich,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI.  page  183. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  this  commonxuealth  to  in>- 
corporate  a  company,  for  erecting-  a  bridge  over  the  river  Lehigh, 
near  the  town  of  Northampton. 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  for  receiving  a  subscription 
to  build  a  bridge  over  Lehigh;  form  of  the  subscription.  Pay- 
ment to  be  made  on  subscribing.  2.  Proceedings  to  obtain  patents 
of  incorporation.     Style  of  the  corporation  to  be  "  The  President, 


Managers  and  Company,  for  erecting  a  bridge  ovel"  the  rivef  Le-  1797* 
high,  near  the  town  of  Northampton,"  with  the  usual  corporate  v— y^ 
powers.  3.  Proceedings  to  organize  the  corporation,  \otes  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  shares.  4.  Meetings  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  corporation.  5.  Certificates  of  shares,  how  to  be 
issued  and  transferred.  6.  Of  the  meetings  of  the  President  and 
Managers,  and  their  powers.  7.  Penalty  for  not  paying  the  instal- 
ments on  the  capital  stock.  8.  Accounts  of  the  corporation  how  to 
be  kept  and  inspected,  and  how  the  capital  may  be  enlarged.  9. 
The  pi-operty  of  the  bridge  vested  in  the  corporation.  Rates  of 
toll  established.  Proviso,  as  to  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the 
banks  to  erect  the  bridge,  and  not  to  impair  the  navigation.  10. 
Toll  o I  oxen.  11.  Penalty  on  taking  greater  toll,  or  neglecting  to 
keep  the  bridge  in  repair.  Limitation  of  prosecutions.  12.  Ac- 
counts of  the  company  to  be  kept  and  published.  13.  Accounts  of 
the  company  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  and  provision  for  in- 
creasing or  diminishing  the  rate  of  toll.  14.  Provision  for  annulling 
the  charter,  if  not  executed  in  seven  years.  1 5.  Provision  for  ex- 
tinguishing the  right  of  taking  toll.] 

Passed  28th  Marchj  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  176. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXI. 

An  ACT  for  the  erection  of  an  election  district  in  Northampton 

county. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  '^I'li'it  a  new eiec» 
the  town  oi  Bethlehem,  and  that  part  of  Bethlehem  township  which  gi.°"t"j'4''=^ 
lies  west  of  the  road  leading  from  Bethlehem  to  Nazareth,  and  the  Nonhamp- 
township  of  Allen  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  are  hereby  erected 
into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  freemen-  thereof  shall  hold 
their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Adam  Shener, 
in  Allen  township  aforesaid. 

Passed  31st  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VLpage  187. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXn. 

All  ACT  to  erect  a  separate  election  district  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
fives  of  the  commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the  authority   of  the  same,  '^^^^^  The  sixth 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Strasburg,  «|^?^*'^^  ^|;. 
Sadsbury,  Burt,  and  that  part  of  Martic,  lying  north  and  east  ot  a  caster  cocn- 
line  beginning  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Drumore  township,  where  ' 
it  intersects  Bart  and  Martic  townships,  from  thence  by  a  direct  line 
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1797.  to  the  house  of  Henry  Eckman,  on  the  road  leadmg  from  the 
*>— >--^  White  Horse  or  Long's  tavern  to  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  and 
from  thence  along  the  new  laid  out  road  to  Pequea  creek,  at  or  near 
Manic  forge,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Martic  forge  road,  and  from 
thence  up  said  creek  to  the  Strasburg  township  line,  shall  be  an 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district ;  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  George  Rine,  in  the  village  of  Strasburg. 

Passed  31st  March,  1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  185. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXIV 


Tirst  elec- 
tion district 
in  Mont- 
gomery 
county. 


The  second 
district. 


The  third 
district. 


The  fourth 
district. 


The  JIfth 
district. 


An  ACT  making  a  nnv  arrangement  of  election  districts  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assein- 
bly  met^  andit  is  hereby  eiuicted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Norriton, 
Providence,  Worcester,  Plymouth,  Wliitpaine,  Upper-Merion  and 
Lower- IMerion,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  shall  be  an  election 
district,  to  be  called  the  First  District;  and  the  electors  thereof 
shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  Court-house,  in  the  said 
county. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  townships  of  Whitemarsh,  Springfield,  Upper-Dublin  and 
Horsham,  shall  be  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  Second  Dis- 
trict j  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Philip  Riffert,  in  Whitemarsh  township 
aforesaid. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  townships  of  Abington,  Cheltenham  and  Moreland,  shall 
be  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  Third  District ;  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  William  M'Calla,  in  the  township  of  Abington  afore- 
said. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  townships  of  Gwynnedd,  Montgomery,  Towamensing, 
Hatfield,  Franconia,  Lower-Salford,  Upper-Salford,  and  Skippack 
and  Perkiomen,  shall  be  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  Fourdi 
District ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Christian  Weaber,  in  Towamensing 
township  aforesaid. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  townships  of  Limerick,  N"ew-Hanover,  Upper-Hanover, 
Douglas,  Marlborough  and  Frederick,  shall  be  an  election  district, 
to  be  ca'led  the  P'ifth  District ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Catharine  Sni- 
der, in  New-Hanover  township  aforesaid. 

Passed  Gist  MaixL,  1797 —Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  186. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXT.  1797. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  estates-  of  deceased  offi- 
cers and  soldiers^  XV ho  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  during  the 
late  ivar. 

WHEREAS  gi-eat  inconveniences  have  arisen  and  much  in- 
jury has  been  done  to  the  rights  of  this  commonwealth,  in  cases 
where  letters  of  administration  have  been  taken  out  upon  the  es- 
tates of  officers  and  soldiers,  who  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  line 
during  the  late  war,  and  who  died  intestate,  and  without  heirs,  inas- 
much as  in  many  instances  no  settlement  of  accounts  has  been  made 
by  the  persons  so  taking  out  letters  of  administration  with  the  offi- 
cer of  the  proper  county,  and  paying  into  his  hands  their  respec- 
tive balances  :  And  whereas,  for  the  want  of  legal  provision  in  this 
respect,  a  door  has  been  opened  for  much  unjust  speculation  :  For 
remedy  whereof, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Genercd  Assemblii 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  satne.  That  PuWication 
the  several  Registers  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  oft'heTaJes 
of  administration  within  this  commonwealth  shall  be,  and  they  are  tfato^s'Sn 
hereby  required  to  cause  to  be  published  in  their  resoective  coun- *'i®  1^** 
ties,  on  or  before  the  hrst  day  ot  August  next,  either  m  a  public  andsoid 
newspaper,  or  in  a  convenient  number  of  public  hand-bills,  to  be  syivania 
pasted  up  in  at  least  twenty  of  the  most  frequented  places  in  their '""'' 
respective  counties,  the  names  of  all  such  administrators,  as  well  as 
the  names  of  their  sureties,  as  have  received  letters  of  administra- 
tion (and  have  not  settled  their  accounts)  upon  the  estates  of  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  ser,ved  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  died  intestate,  and  without  heirs,  severally  re- 
quiring them  at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  to  settle  their 
accounts  with  the  Register  of  the  proper  county,  and  pay  him  their 
respective  balances,  with  interest  on  the  same,  to  be  computed  from 
the  end  of  thirty  days  after  the  said  publication. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Persons  not 
That  the  said  Registers  respectively  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  "uSf4tro!i''^ 
like  manner,  require   all  other  such  administrators,  of  whom  they  "a^'^iar'^b 
have  not  knowledge,  to  come  in  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of^""'^^''^ 
such  publication,  and  file,  in  the  office  of  Register  of  the  proper  S'ster, 
county,  the  name  of  their  intestate,  and  the  date  of  their  letters  of 
administi-ation,  and  the  administrators  last  mentioned  shall,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  coming  in,  setde  their  accounts 
with  the  Register  of  the  proper  county,  and  pay  him  their  respec- 
tive balances,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  the  preceding 
section. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  im-^ito^ 
That  if  any  administrators  so  as  aforesaid  known,  or  coming  in  on  appea"the' 
notice  as  aforesaid  given,  shall  neglect  or  i-efuse  to  produce  his  let-  ='5^"","'-«'"a- 

p,..  .  Ill  1  """  Iwnds 

ters  ot  admmistration,  and  make  settlement,  and  pay  the  balance,  'haUbesueiJ 
with  interest,  to  the  proper  officer,  as  is  before  directed,  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful,  and  the  Register  is  hereby  required,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  make  out  and  trans-    / 
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1797,    mit  true  copies  of  the  administration  bond  to  the  Attorney- General 
V— V— '    of  this  commonwealth,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
commence  suit  upon  the  same. 
Or  if  proper        Sect.  IV.  And  be   it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
accounts  are  That  if  the  administrators  aforesaid,  after  having  come  forward,  do 
ed.thcpe-     not  produce  an  inventory  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  deceased 
boncU "shall    at  the  time  of  his  death,  with  fair  and  satisfactory  accounts  of  the 
and  ppfarfor  rcccipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  coming  into  and  passing  through 
^esute!      their  hands,  in  consequence  of  such  letters  of  administration,  then 
the  penalty  of  the  administration  bond  shall  be  forfeited,  and  if  the 
suit  is  prosecuted  with  effect,  shall  be  paid,  with  interest  as  afore- 
said, into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  who  shall 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the 
use  of  the  commonwealth. 
Penalty  on        Sect.   V.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
whl'ne^giect  That  if  any  Register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
this  act"*^^    administration  shall,  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  do  all  and  singular  the  duties  and  services  herein  required, 
he  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  second  or  any  subsequent 
offence,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by   bill, 
plaint  or  indictment,  as  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  are  by  the 
several  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 
TheSecre-        Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
w^smu"      That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  this  commonwealth, 
act'w  the'^^  and  he  is  hereby  required  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  trans- 
Registers.     mit  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  respective  Registers  of  the  several  coun- 
ties within  this  commonwealth. 
Feestobe  Sect.  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

«har|ed  by  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Registers  respectively  to 
charge  and  receive  such  fees  for  the  above-mentioned  extraordinary 
services,  as  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  shall  think 
just  and  reasonable,  which  fees  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the  monies 
or  effects  of  each  particular  estate  ;  but  in  case  he  shall  not  receive 
a  sum  sufficient  for  that  purpose  from  any  such  estate,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  the  fees  as  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  trea- 
sury, on  warrants  drawn  by  the  commissioners. 

Passed  1st  April,   1797.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  189. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXTI. 

An  KUT  to  regulate  the  manner  of  selling  loaf-bread,  and  to  repeai 
certain  existing  laws  respecting  the  same. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Repeal  of     "^«'^  «"^  it  w  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
respeTth'g'    ^''^"^  ^"^  ^^cr  the  passing  of  this  act,  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled 
brl^*''"  °^ "  "'^^  ^^*  ^°  regulate  the  assize  of  bread,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  passed  on  the   eighteenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  as  relates  to  the  assize  of 


the  Regis- 
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bread  ;  also  the  whole  of  the  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  so    1797. 
much  of  the  aforesaid  act  as  relates  to  the  assize  of  bread,  and  for  ^-— v-*^ 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and   ninety-three,  and  of  the 
act  to  continue  the  same,  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  April,  one  425y"hap.'"' 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ^o?!  and  ^ 
repealed.*  isu.] 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  oforesaid^^^^-^^^itoi 
That,  from  ajnd  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  all  loaf-bread  made  J.g^i^j^e'dl 
for  sale  within  this  commonwealth  shall  be  sold  bv  the  pound  avoir- 
dupois, and  every  baker  or  other  person,  offering  the  same  for  sale, 
shall  keep   at  his  or  her  house,  or  at  such  other  place  at  which  he 
or  she  shall  at  any  time  offer  or  expose  for  sale  any  such  bread,  suf- 
ficient scales  and  weights,  lawfully  regulated,  for  the  purpose  of 
weighing  the   same  ;  and  if  any  baker  or  other  person  shall,  from  Penalty  for 
and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  loaf-  tj-ansgress- 
bread,  in  any  other  manner,  the  contract  respecting  the  same  shall 
be  void,  and  the  person  offending  against  this  act  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, forfeit  and   pay  the   sum  of  ten  dollars  for   every  such  of- 
fence, one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Duty  of  the 
use  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  niarket!^^ 
Clerk  of  the   market,  in  any  place  where  such  officer  is  appointed, 
to  discover  and  prosecute  all  persons  offending  against  this  act. 

Sect.   hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid^  commence- 
That  this  act,  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  except  Ci^eratlonof 
so  much  thereof  as  limits  its  commencement  to  the  first  day  of  May  *^"»<=^ 
next,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
^he  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  and  the  district  of  South- 
wark,  immediately  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  same,  anything 
contained  in  the  second  section  thereof  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

yfassed  Ist  April,  1797. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  pagje  188. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXVII. 

An  KUT  for  the  erection  of  certain  election  districts  in  the  county 

of  B^rks. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonzvealth  of  Pennsylvania^    in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  eJiacted  b?./  the   authority  of  the  sarne^  That,  Anew  eiec- 
the  townships,  of  Bethel,  Tulpehoccon,  and  part  of  Heidelberg  town-  ereetedVn" 
ship,  which  lies  northwest  of  Haines's  creek,  from  the  source  to  the  fo'J^ty. 
mouth  thereof,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  are  hereby  erected   into  a 
separate  election  district;  and  that  the  freemen  of  said  district  shall 
hold  their  general  elections  in  Middletown,  in  the  township  of  Hei- 
delberg, at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Conrad  Stauch. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid,  Anothernew 
That  the   township  of  Pine  Grove,  in  the  said   county,  is    hereby  erected. 
erected  into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  that  the  freemen  of  said 
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t797,     district  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
*-^v— '    by  Jacob  Gunckel,  in  the  same  township. 

Passed  1st  April,  1T97. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  167- 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCXXXYIII. 

An  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  Aji  Act  directing'  the 
pafm^and  dcsccnt  of  intestofes  real  estates,  and  distribution  of  their  personal 
Seretotj  estates,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentio7ied.^^ 

AYHEREAS  the  goods  and  effects  of  testators  and  intestates 
have  sometimes  been  wasted  by  the  executors  of  their  last  wills  and 
testaments,  and  by  administrators^  to  the  great  injury,  not  only  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  testator,  but  also  of  just  creditors, 
and  of  the  sureties  in  administration  bonds;  and  where  executors 
ai-e  empowered  to  sell  real  estates,  it  is  just  and  right  that  the  pro- 
duce of  such  sales  should  be  secured  for  the  purposes  intended  there- 
by :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enactsd  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bin  met.  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  bi/  the  authoriti/  of  the  same.  That 

Proceedings        J  '  .-'  -^  .  i   •         i  i 

to  compel  when  any  legatee,  creditor,  or  person  interested  m  the  real  or  per- 
ai^dadm'inis-  soual  estate  of  a  person  who  has  heretofore  died,  or  shall  hereafter 
die,  with  a  last  will  or  testament,  or  surety  in  any  administration 
bond  for  administering  the  estate  of  any  decedent,  shall  declare,  on 
oath  or  affirmation,  that  he,  she  or  they  have  sufficient  cause  to  be- 
lieve that  the  executors  or  administrators,  with  or  without  a  will  an- 
nexed, of  such  decedent  are  wasting  or  mismanaging  the  estate  of 
such  decedent,  and  shall  make  application  for  security  to  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  the  county,  in  which  letters  testamentaiy  or  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, Vvuth  or  without  a  will  annexed,  have  been  or  shall  be 
granted,  the  said  Orphans'  Court  are  hereby  empowered  to  examine 
the  cause  of  complaint;  and  if  it  should  appear  to  them  that  the 
same  is  just,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  Court  to  order  such 
executors  or  administrators  to  give  such  sufficient  bond,  with  sureties, 
or  such  further  security  as  they  may  judge  necessary,  according  to 
the  value  of  the  estate,  which  securities  shall  be  taken  and  filed  in 
the  said  Orphans'  Court,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  the  said  bonds  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  all  persons  intei-ested  in  said  estate,  whether 
as  legatees,  legal  representatives,  creditors,  or  sureties  in  former  ad- 
«    n   ^»    ministration  bonds.     And  in  case  such  executor  or  administrator 

"cnalty  on  ^  _  , 

not  giving     shall  refusc  or  neglect,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  due  notice 

andproceei'  of  such  order,  to  give   the   security  or  further  security  so  ordered, 

upon  to*re-    then  the  said  Court  shall  vacate  the  letters  testamentary  or  of  admi- 

^^"^erstesta-  nistratiou,  and  award  new  letters  to  be  granted  and  issued  by  the 

adminmra-"*^  Register  of  the  proper  county,  to  such  person  or  persons,  and  upon 

"<>»•  such  security,  as  the  Court  shall  think  proper ;  and  shall  moreover 

order  the  first   executor  or  administrator  to  deliver  over  and  pay  to 

the  successor  all  and  every  the  goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits,  title 

deeds,  evidences  and  securities,   which  were  of  the  decedent,    and 
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which    came  to  his  or  their  hands,  and  remain  unadministered,  and    1797, 
to  account  with  the  said  successor  for  all  and  every  the  goods,  chat-    «— y— *^ 
tels,  rights  and  credits,  which  shall  have  been   previously  adminis- 
tert^d,  and  pay  over   the   balance  which  shall  remain  due  from  him 
or  them  to  the  said  successor  in  such  manner  and  time   as  the  said 
Court  shall,  upon  an  examination  and  confirmation  of  such  account 
(to  be  had  according  to  the   usual  course  of  proceeding  in  case  of 
accounts  of  executors   and   administrators  settled  in  such  Courts,) 
award  and  order,     xlnd  if  such  superseded  executor  or  adminis-  Penalty  for 
trator  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  award  and  order  of  the°awl'd^of 
the  Court  touching  the  premises,  the  Court,  on  motion,  shall  proceed  such  ca^.'" 
agninst  him  or  them,  as  is  lawful  in   cases  of  contempt,  or  the  suc- 
ceeding administrator   may  proceed  at  law  against  him  or  them,  or 
his  or  their  sureties,  if  any  there  be,  or  against  any  other  person  or 
persons  who  may  be  possessed  thereof,  for  the  recovery  thereof ;  or 
both  the  said  remedies  may  be  pursued  at  the  same  time,  if  the  case 
so  require,  until  the  end  be  fully  attained. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  on  return  of 
That  in  all  cases  where  a  return  of  nidla  bona  shall  have  been  made  how'the""' 
by  the  Sheriff  of  the  proper  county,  to  an  execution  against  any  l^ecutors^or 
such  executors   or  administrators,   their  sureties  shall,  on  notice  *'^i"^l";'"^- 

11111  ^"""^  &aa\\  be 

thereof,  unless  they  can  shew  goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  made  Uabie. 
in  some  other  county,  v/hich  may  be  seized  and  taken  in  execution 
by  a  testatum  jieri  facias^  to  satisfy  the  same,  be  liable  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  debt  and  costs  therein,  in  actions  brought  against 
them  on  the  said  bonds,  and  such  further  proof  or  evidence  in  sup- 
port thereof  as  by  law  would  have  entitled  the  suitor  or  suitors  to 
recover  his,  her  or  their  demand  of  the  said  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, de  bonis  propriis ;  provided  such  suits  shall  be  instituted 
aorainst  the  sureties  within  seven  vears  after  the  date  of  the  respec-  , .  .    . 

.         ^  ^  1111  •        r    ^  r  1  Limitation 

tive  bonds  ;  and  the  whole  amount  oi  the  sums  oi  money  to  be  re-  of  suits 
covered  thereupon  shall  not  exceed  the  penalties  of  the  said  bonds  tiM?^ 
respectively. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Howexecu- 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  any  executor  or  exe-  mlnisn-atora 
cutors,  administrator  or  administrators,  with   or  without  a  copy  of^^y^l^l"* 
a  will  annexed,  may,  with  leave  of  the  Register's  or  Orphans'  Court  te^aucha^. 
in  the  respective   counties,  make  a  settlement  of  his  or  their  ac-  ed. 
counts,  so  far  as  he  or  they  shall  have  administered  the  estate  oi 
the  deceased  ;  and  also,  with  leave  of  either  of  the  said  Courts,  may 
be  dismissed  from  the  duties  of  his  or  their  appointment,  and  sur- 
render the  residue  of  the  estate  under  his  or  their  care  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  the  said  court  may  appoint ;  the  Register  of  the 
respective  counties  in  every  such  case  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  take  bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  a  penalty  of 
double  the  amount  of  the  real  value  of  such  estate,  and  also  to  ad- 
minister the  usual  oaths  or  affirmations  to  such  person  or  persons  so 
appointed,  and  to  grant  letters  of  administration  of  the  unadminis- 
tered  part  of  such  estate. 

Sect.  iv.  Whereas  inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  debts  of 

TOL.  III.  2  P 
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1 79/.     deceased  persons  remaining  a  lien  on  their  lands  and  tenements  an 
<—v--;*    indefinite  period  of  time  after  their  decease,  whereby  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers may  be  injured,  and  titles  become  insecure  :  Therefore,  Be 
of thfdm"    ^^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  no  such  debts, 
^"hi'-'f  d  bM  except  they  be  secured  by  mortgage,  judgment,  recognizance,  or 
shaii'remain  Other  rccord,  shall  remain  a  lien  on  said  lands  and  tenements  longer 
esutes".    ^    than  seven  years  after  the  decease  of  such  debtor,  unless  an  action 
for  the  recovery  thereof  be  commenced  and  duly  prosecuted  against 
his  or  her  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  within  the  said  period 
of  seven  years,  or  a  copy  or  particular  written  statement  of  any  bond, 
covenant,  debt,  or  demand,  where  the  same  is  not  payable  within 
the  said  period  of  seven  years,  shall  be  filed  within  the  said  period 
in  the  office  of  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county  where  the  lands  lie  : 
Proviso,as    Provided  always^  That  a  debt  due  and  owing  to  a  person,  who  at 
unJiei;  legal    the  time  of  the  decease  of  such  debtor  is  z.feme  covert^  in  his  or  her 
»sa  limes.  j^jj^Qj-jj-y^  ^qj^,  compos  mentis^  in  prison,  or  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  shall  remain  a  lien  on  the  said  lands  and  tenements 
(notwithstanding  the  said  term  be  expired)  until   four  years  after 
discoverture,  or  such  person  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  be  of  sound  mind,  enlarged  out  of  prison,  or  return  into 
some  one  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Sect.  v.  And   whereas  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  which  this 
wheri'*!here*  ^^^  ^^  Supplementary,  appear  to  be  incomplete  :  Therefore,  Be  it 
is  ^  widow,  Jurther  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^  That  where  an  intes- 
'  tate  leaves  a  widow,  and  no  lawful  issue,  the  real  and  personal  es- 
tate not  given  by  the  former  act  to  the  widow  shall  descend  and  be 
divided  as  is  directed  by  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, in  cases  where  the  intestate  shall  leave  neither  widow  nor 
Distribution,  lawful  issue  ;  and  that  where  any  woman  shall  hereafter  die  intes- 
J^^^'5ie/°"  tate,  without  leaving  a  husband,  her  estate,  real  and  personal,  shall 
kivi?i"*a      descend  and  be  divided  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  this 
husband;  and  act,  and  the  act  to  which  it  is  a  supplement,  in  cases  where  men  have 
IS  a  husband,  died  Or  shall  die  intestate  ;  but  where  she  leaves  a  husband,  he  shall 
take  the  whole  personal  estate,  and  the  real  estate  shall  descend  and 
go  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  case  of  men  dying  in- 
testate, saving  to  the  husband  his  right  as  tenant,  by  the  curtesy  ; 
Distribution,  ^"*^  ^^  ^^y  ii^^estate  shall  die  seized  of  real  estate  in  fee-simple,  and 
where  there  shall  Icavc  Yio  widow,  nor  lawful  issue,  father,  brother,  sister,  or 

IS  no  ftidow       ,      .  .  ,  ,  .  -  111  11  1    • 

nor  laxyfui     thcir  representatives,  then  the  said  estate  shall  go  and  be  vested  in 

hiother,  siV  fec-simple  in  the  mother,  unless  where  such  estate  has  descended 

repVesentai'^  trom  the  part  of  the  father,  in  which  case  it,  or  such  part  thereof 

tives.  gg  gl^^jj  huve  come  from  the  part  of  his  or  her  father,  shall  pass  and 

be  enjoyed,  as  if  such  person,  so  dying  seized,  had  survived  his  or 

Distribution,  her  mother ;  and  where  any  person  shall  die  seized  or  possessed  of 

bno'^widow,  ^ny  real  or  personal  estate,  leaving  neither  widow  nor  lawful  issue, 

rs°sul!faXr,  f'lther  or  mother,  but  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  whole  blood,  the 

but"b"cX'rs  ^^^^  estate  shall  descend  to  and  be  vested  in  such  brothers  or  sis- 

^d  sisters  of  ters,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts ;  and  if  any  of  the  brothers 

bto)i  °  ^     or  sisters  of  the  intestate  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful  issue, 

then  it  shall  descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  surviving  brothers 

and  sisters  and  the  lawful  issue  of  such  brothers  or  sisters  as  shall 
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be  then  dead,  such  issue  always  to  inherit,  if  one  person,  solely,  if  ,  * 
several  persons,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  such  share 
Only  as  would  have  descended  to  his,  her  or  their  parent,  had  such 
parent  been  then  living,  and  each  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
persons  so  dying  intestate,  who  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  intestate,  always  to  inherit  and  enjoy  such  share,  as 
would  have  descended  and  been  distributed  to  him  or  her,  if  all  the 
brothers  and  sisters  leaving  lawful  issue  had  been  living  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  the  intestate. 

Sect.  vr.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aiithorhy  aforesaid,  ^^^^^^^ 
That  if  the  intestate  shall  die  seized  of  real  estate,  leaving  neither  is  no  widow 

,  .       "         (,     ,        or  lawtul  IS- 

Widow  nor  lawful  issue,  father  or  mother,  brother  or  sister,  ot  the  sue,  father 
whole  blood,  but  shall  leave  lawful  issue  of  deceased  brothers  or  brotherV 
sisters,  the  said  estate  shall  be  enjoyed  and  possessed  by  such  lawful  whole "biood;, 
issue,  in  the  same  shares  and  proportions,  and  for  such  estates,  as  '"^eT/"^ 
is  directed  in  case  some  of  the  brothers  or  sisters  are  living.  frmherf or 

Sect.    vii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  i\^ters. 
That  if  the  intestate  shall  die  seized  or  possessed  of  real  or  person-  where  there' 
al  estate  as  aforesaid,  leaving  neither  widow  nor  lav\^ful  issue,  father  no" law'fta'' 
or  mother,  but  brothers  and  sisters,  of  the  whole  and  half  blood,  or  or  ^'Jher!' 
their  representatives,  the  brothers  and  sistei-s  of  the  whole  blood,  but  brothers 

1  -iri  11111  11     and  sisters  ot 

and  the  legal  representatives  ot  such  oi  the  whole  blood  as  are  dead,  the  whole 
shall  inherit  the   real  estate  in  fee-simple,  and  the  personal  estate  wood^or 
shall  be  distributed  equally  between  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  both  sentatTvJsT 
the  whole  and  half  blood,  or  their  representatives  ;  but  if  there  are  Distribution, 
no  lawful  issue,  widow,  father  or  mother,  brothers  or  sisters,  orhnoLwfui 
their  representatives,  of  the  whole  blood,  then  brothers  and  sisters  iovvtiaTher 
of  the  half  blood  shall  inherit  the  said  real  estate  in  fee-simple,  and  ^j.'oX'r'l^or 
the  personal  estate  absolutely,  the  estate  both  real  and  personal  to  ^jj'g'f^";^°^.g_ 
be  held  by  them,  as  tenants  in  common,  in  equal  parts,  except  such  senntives, 

r     ,  1  1     •  ^     u        I  *.     1       •        ot  the  whole 

parts  ot  the  real  estate  as  came  to  such  intestate  by  descent,  devise  biooo. 
or  gift  of  some  one  of  his  or  her  ancestors,  in  which  case,  all  those 
who  are  not  of  the  blood  of  such  ancestor,  shall  be  excluded  from      v 
such  inheritance,  and  such  part  of  the  real  estate. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Parthionof 
That  like  proceedings  maybe  had  where  the  intestate  leaves  no  estates,  how 
children,  or  their  legal  representatives,  both  in  making  partition,  or  "  ^^  *"***• 
where  the  estate  cannot  be  divided  without  prejudicing  or  spoiling 
the  whole,  by  directing  an  appraisement,  and  ordering  the  whole  to 
the  eldest  brother  or  his  issue,  if  any  of  such  issue  shall  then  be  of 
full  age,  if  he  or  she  shall  accept  it,  or  to  any  other  of  the  brothers 
or  their  issue  successively,  if  any  of  such  issue  shall  then  be  of  lull 
age,  upon  the  refusal  by  the  eldest  brother  or  his  issue,  or  if  there 
be  no  brothers  or  their  issue,  or  they  all  neglect  or  refuse,  then  to 
the  eldest  sister  or  her  issue,  if  any  of  such  issue  shall  then  be  of 
full  age,  and  on  her  neglect  or  refusal,  to  any  other  sister  or  her  is- 
sue successively,  if  any  of  such  issue  shall  then  be  of  full  age,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  conditions  directed  by  the  act,  to  which  this 
is  supplementary,  with  respect  to  the  children  of  an  intestate ;  and 
the  same  mode  of  dividing,  assigning  and  appraising  estates,  shall 
be  observed  in  all  cases,  where  by  this  act,  or. the  act  to  which  this 
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How  notice 
»h?ll  be 
given,  be- 
fore the  ac- 
counts of 
executors 
and  adminis 
trators  are 
passed. 


1797.    is  supplementary,  estates  are  to  be  vested  in  several  persons,  aste- 

—V—'   nants  in  common. 

Sect.  ix.  And  whereas  inconveniences  have  arisen,  and  may 
hereafter  arise,  from  the  want  of  notice  being  given  to  the  parties 
concerned  by  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,  before  the 
passing  and  allowing  of  their  respective  accounts :  For  remedy 
whereof.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
where  any  executor,  administrator  or  guardian  shall  have  stated  and 
filed  his  account  in  the  office  of  the  Register  for  the  probate  of  wills 
and  granting  letters  of  administration  for  the  proper  county,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  give 
notice,  in  at  least  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  county,  to 
all  legatees,  creditors,  or  other  persons  (as  the  case  may  be,)  setting 
forth  that  such  executor,  administrator  or  guardian  (as  the  case  may 
be)  has  filed  his  account,  and  that  the  same  will  be  presented  to  the 
Orphans'  Court  for  confirmation  and  allowance,  at  the  time  and  place 
for  that  purpose  appointed,  a  copy  of  which  notice  shall  also  be 
set  up  in  his  office  ;  and  no  such  account  shall  be  confirmed  and  al- 
lowed by  the  said  court,  unless  such  notice  shall  have  been  given, 
and  a  copy  thereof  set  up  in  the  office  aforesaid,  at  least  thirty  days 
prior  to  the  time  appointed  for  such  confirmation  and  allowance. 
Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
a  wife  shall  That  if  any  testator,  after  the  passino;  of  this  act,  shall  devise  or  be- 

be  deemed  ■',  ,  .  p      '  .       r  O  ,       i       ■  i 

in  lieu  of  queath  to  his  wiie  any  portion  oi  his  estate,  such  devise  or  bequest 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  in  lieu  and  bar  of  her  dower  out 
of  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same 
were  so  expressed,  unless  such  testator  shall,  by  his  last  will  and 
testament,  declare  otherwise,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  of  this  com- 
monwealth to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding.  Provided 
ahvays  nevertheless^  That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall 
deprive  the  widow  of  her  choice  either  to  dower,  or  the  estate  so 
devised  or  bequeathed,     (c) 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

sha^bl'in^"  That  all  the  bonds  directed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  the  Registers  for 

the  name  of^  the  probate  of  wilh  and  granting  letters  of  administration  shall  be 

wealth.        hereafter  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,   and 

that  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  supplementary,  be, 

and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  4th  April,  1797— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  190. 


A  devise  to 


dower 


hut  the  wi- 
dow ma^ 
elect  which 
to  take. 


Bonds  taken 


fcj  In  what  manner  and  lime  the  widow  shall  nnake  her  election,  see  the  act 
passed,  relative  to  dower,  Isr  April,  1811. 


CHAPTER   MDCCCCXLIII. 

An  AW  directing-  the  sale  of  such   of  the  barrack  and  city  lots,  «.?' 
remain  the  property  of  this  commomvealth. 

[Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  co7nmonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  i?i  General  Assembly 
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7net,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That     1797. 
the    Surveyor-General,  Receiver-General,   and   Secretary    of    the    •*— ^r— ' 
Land-Office,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  with-  fn^hnadei' 
in  three  months  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  offer  for  phiaandthe 
sale,  at  public  auction,  all  the  barrack  lots,  the  property  of  this  com-  Liberties 
monwealth,  within  the  Northern-Liberties,  in  the  county  of  Phila-  ^^  ^°''*" 
delphia,  and  the   said  lots  to  sell  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  ob- 
tained.] 

[Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ah  public 
That  the  said  Surveyor-General,  Receiver-General,  and  Secretary  de'iphla^wbe 
of  the  Land-Office,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  ^"^''• 
to  sell,  at  public  auction,  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  all  the  lots 
of  ground  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  property  of  this  common- 
wealth, which  have  not  heretofore  been  appropriated  by  law.] 

[Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Proceedings 


on  the  de- 


any 


That  if  the  purchase  money  shall  not  be  paid  within  six  months,  ^uit  of 
from  and  after  the  sale  herein  directed  to  be  made,  such  lots  as  re-  i'"'''=*i*sej 
main  unpaid  for  shall  escheat  to  the  commonwealth,  and  be  sold  a 
second  time  at  public  auction,  and  the  former  purchaser  shall  be 
liable  for  the  deficiency  of  such  second  sale.] 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  now  patents 
That  upon  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  to  the  Receiver-  ^'''*"  '""^" 
General,  and  the  same  being  by  him  certified  to  the  Governor,  a 
deed  shall  issue,  in  the  same  manner  as  patents  for  lands  within  this 
commonwealth  do. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  proceedings 
That  all  such  claims  for  city  lots,  as  were  made  by  petition  to  the  "r- •^'j"™* «" 
Executive  Council,  and  remain  undecided,  may  be  renewed,  by  pe- 
tition to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  shall  thereupon 
proceed,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  ; 
and  if  their  determination  shall  be  in  favour  of  any  such  claim,  they 
shall  direct  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  bv  a  jury  of 
twelve  freeholders,  to  make  a  valuation  of  the  said  claim,  and  to  as- 
sign in  satisfaction  thereof,  such  and  so  many  of  the  city  lots,  that 
may  be  unappropriated,  as  will,  in  their  estimation,  be  equal  to  such  - 
valuation,  which  valuation  and  assignment  shall  be  returned  to  the 
said  Judges,  who  shall  thereupon  direct  the  Prothonotary  to  grant 
a  certificate  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  court,  to  the  party  inte- 
rested, and  upon  such  certificate  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Governor  to  direct  the  Surveyor- General  to  lay  out  the  same,  and 
to  grant  a  patent  or  patents  therefor  ;  but  if  no  such  unappropriated 
lots  can  be  found,  a  certificate  shall  be  granted  for  the  amount  of 
such  valuation  to  the  party,  in  whose  favour  the  same  shall  have 
been  made,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the 
"  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  public  accounts,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  ;  but  if  the  determi- 
nation of  the  said  Judges  shall  be  against  the  claim  of  such  peti- 
tioner or  petitioners,  the  same  shall  be  forever  barred  :  Provided  al-  Limitation 
ivays.  That  no  such  petition  shall  be  received  or  acted  upon  by  the  °*'"°=  **"■• 
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1 797.  said  Judges,  unless  the  same  be  presented  to  them,  or  filed  with  the 
Prothonotar)^,  within  twelve  months  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  unless  it  shall  be  first  shewn  to  the  said  Judges,  that  the 
party  or  parties  interested  therein  were  prevented  Trom  so  present- 
ing the  same  by  some  legal  disability,  in  which  case  it  may  be  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  after  the 
removal  of  such  legal  disability ;  and  that  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  prevent  or  bar  any  suit  against  such 
patentee  or  patentees,  on  behalf  of  any  person  or  persons,  other 
than  this  commonwealth,  touching  or  concerning  any  of  the  lots  or 
the  titles  that  may  be  so  granted  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Passed  5th  April,  1797— Hecordcd  In  Law  Book  No.  VI.  pa^  19f . 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(J^eueral  9ls0emtil?  of  ^enns^lbania* 


Piivssed  during  the  eighth  General  Assembh,  which  commenc- 
ed 5th  December,  1797,  and  ended  4th  April,  1798. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governor. 

ROBERT  HARE,  speakkr  of  the  senate.  ^^J^^ 

GEORGE  LATIMER,  speaker  of  the  house  of        ^-"v— 

REPRESENTATIVES. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCL. 

An  ACT  extending  the  powers  of  the  yudges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  Common  Fleas. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety   a?id  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^    That  Power  of  the 
the  Supreme    Court  and    several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  conipei'the 
state,  shall  have  power,    in    any  action  depending  before  them,  on  Kooks'and  "^ 
motion,  and  upon   good  and  sufficient  cause  shewn,  by  affidavit  or  pap^'s. 
affirmation,  and  due  notice  thereof  being  given,  to  require  the  par- 
ties, or  either  of  them,  to  produce  books  or  writings  in    their  pos- 
session or  power,  which  contain  evidence  pertinent  to  the  issue;  and 
if  either  party  shall  fail  to  comply  with  such  order,  and  to  produce 
such  books  or  writings,  or  to  satisfy  said  courts  why  the  same  is  not 
in  the  party's  power  so  to  do,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  thc^  said   courts, 
if  the  party  so  refusing  shall  be  a  plaintiff,  to  give  judgment  for  the 
defendant  as  in  cases  of  non-suit,  and  if  a  defendant,  to  give  judg- 
ment against  him  or  her  by  default,  as  far  as  relates  to  such  parts  of 
the  plaintiff  or   plaintiffs  dem^-nd,  or  the  defendant  or  defendants 
defence,  to  which  the  books  or  papers  of  the  party  is  alleged  to  ap- 
ply* 

Passed  27th  February,  1798.~Recorfled  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  211. 
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1798.  CPIAPTER  MDCCCCLI. 

An  ACT  to  empower  Walter  Clark^  William  Gray^  and  William 
Wilson^  to  sell  and  convey  a  certain  lot  of  ground  in  the  town  of 
Lcwisburgh^  in  Northumberland  county^  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  1.  [WALTER  CLARK  and  others,  empowered  to  sell 
a  lot  in  Lewisburgh,  and  purchase  another  lot  for  the  use  of  the 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Buflfaloe  township,  Northumberland 
county.] 

Passed  2rth   February,   1798. — Private  Act. — Recorded  in  Law  Book.  No.   VI. 

page  211. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLIIL 

An  hSJV  for  altering  certain  election  districts  i)i  the  countij  of  Berks. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House.of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
viet^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted^  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That 
New«ie«ion  j^g  townshjps  of  Robeson,  Brecknock,    Caernarvon,    and  part  of 
tabiisked  in  Uniou  township,  beginning  at  a  white  oak  stump  on  the  Chester  and 
ty.  Berks  county  line,  at  or  near  a  place   known  by  the  name  of  John 

Davis's  improvement,  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  Six-penny 
mill,  on  Six-penny  creek,  and  fron)  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the 
bank  of  the  river  Schuylkill,  to  a  corner  of  Robert  A.  Farmer  and 
John  Harrison's  lands,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election 
district,  and  that  the  freemen  of  said  district  shall  hold  their  general 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Philip  Marquart,  in  Robeson 
township. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  etiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
that  part  of  Union  township,  which  lies  south-east  of  the  above  de- 
scribed line,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  White  Horse  ta- 
vern, in  Amity  township,  any  thing  in  any  former  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Passed  27th  February,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  215. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLIA  . 

An  ACT  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  fourth  dis- 
trict in  the  county  of  Dauphin, 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  by  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Paxton,  in  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin, that  the  place  of  holding  their  elections  is  uncentral  and  incon- 
venient : 

Sect.  j.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  As- 
sembly met^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
Sdingetec.'  ^^^  freemen  of  the  fourth  district  in  the  county  of  Dauphin  shall, 
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from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  hold  their  general  elections  1798. 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Adam  Bender,  in  the  township  of  Up-  ^  '"/  '"' 
pcr-Paxton  aforesaid,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  for-  founhdu* 
mer  law  notwithstanding.  Dau'jjMn 


Passed  27ih  February,  1798  — Hecortlecl  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  216. 


county. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLVII. 

An  ACT  for  the  appointment  and  regulation  of  Constables  in  the 
township  of  the  Northern-Liberties^  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  GeJieral  Assembly 
7net,  and  it  is  hereby  eiiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  How  Constr^ 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  the  township  appVintelii* 
oi  the  Northern-Liberties  shall,  on  the  third  Saturday  in  the  month  ern-Lrbe^" 
of  March  in  each  and  every  year,  elect  eight  suitable  persons,  inhabi-  "e^- 
tants  of  the  said  township,   and  return  the  names  of  the   persons  so 
elected   to   the   next  General  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  be  held 
for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  said  court  shall  appoint  four 
of  them  Constables  for  the  said  township  ;  and  if  either  of  the  said 
Constables  elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  refuse  or  neglect  to 
take  upon  him  the  office  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
or  in   case  of  vacancy,  bv  dismission  from  office  for  misconduct.  Proceeding, 
death,  resignation,  or  removal    irom   the  said  township,  the  court  vacancy, 
may  and  shall  appoint  another   proper  person  to  serve  the  office  of 
Constable  for  and  during  the  term,  or  residue    of  the  term,  which 
the  person  in  whose  room  he  shall  be  so  appointed  was  entitled  to 
serve^ 

Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  constaWej 
That  before  any  Constable  of  the  said  township,  elected  and  appoint-  inrecogni- 
ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  become  fauhfuVper''-^ 
bound  by  recognizance,  with  two  or  more  good  and  suflicient  sure-  the'X'ues''of 
ties,  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  th£  said  township,  to  be  approved  tii^ifoflice, 
by  the  Justices  of  the  said   General  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  jointly  and  seve- 
rally, in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,*  payable  to  the  common-  (•onethoa- 
wealth,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  and  every  perspn  or  by"actV2oth 
persons,  who  may  be  injured  or  aggrieved  by  the  neglect  or  impro-  faT)**'*"**' 
per  conduct  of  such  Constable,  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  hii^ 
said  office. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  vmi\ty  on  a 
That  if  any  Constable  or   Constables  elected  and  appointed  under  pu'SiLing 
this  act,  or  any  person  or  persons  by  his  or  their  direction,  shall  at  p^^d/tJken 
any  time  hereafter  purchase,  on  account  or  for  the  use  ot  the  said  "'  execution. 
Constables,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  respective  sales,  any  goods, 
chattels,  wares    or  merchandizes,    taken  in  execution  by  the  said 
Constable,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  same  be  proved,  on  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  beiore  the 

Vol.  111.  2  Q 
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iT98f  Justices  of  the  said  General  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  such  Con- 
Wv-"*-^  stable  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  one 
half  for  the  use  of  the  state,  and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  person 
who  shall  inform  of  the  buying  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
Court  of  Record  within  this  state  ;  and  shall,  moreover,  be  incapa- 
ble of  holding  the  said  offjce  at  any  time  thereafter. 
Part  of  a  Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 

fe^"    That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  A  Supplement  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "•  An  Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  this  state,"  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
(•  ch4i).       our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,*  as  relates  to 
ist'i.)  ^Y\e  election  and  appointment  of  an  High    Constable  for  the  town- 

ship of  the  Northern-Liberties,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
Passed  27th  February,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  217. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLVIIL 

toriginai      -4  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  for  incorporating 
sct.vo)  2,          fj^g  Society  formed  for  the  relief  of  distressed  aud  decayed  pilots^ 
their  "widows  and  children.''^ 

Sect.  1.  [THE  rights  of  the  Corporation  preserved.  2.  The 
times  for  holding  future  meetings,  prescribed,  3.  Part  of  the  for- 
mer act  repealed.] 

I^assed    27th  February,  1798 — Private  act — Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  VI. 

page  213. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLX. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  houses  for  the  employment 
and  support  of  the  poor^  in  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Lan- 
caster, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
poor-honses  "^^^-^  ^V-d  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority   of  the  same^  That 
to  bperecied  houscs  for  the  employment  and  support  of  the  poor  shall  be  erected 

m  Chester      •        ^i  \'  e    A^  i   t      *^  •         i  ■, 

and  Laiicas.   m  the  countics  ot  Chester  and  Lancaster,  m  the  manner,  and  un- 
**""•  der  the- conditions  hereinafter  prescribed  and  enacted. 

Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

how  to  be     That  the  citizens   of  the  said  counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster, 

elected.        respectively,  shall,  at  the  general  election  next  ensuing  the  passing 

of  this   act,  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  election  of  Members 

of  the   House  of  Representatives  of  this  commonwealth,  elect  six 

reputable  citizens  of  each  of  the  said  counties   respectively,  to  be 

directors  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  house  of  employment  for  the 

f  ounty  of  Chester,  and  for  tjie  county  of  Lancaster ;  and  the  Judges 

Certificate  of  "^^  election  for  the  said  counties  respectively  shall,  immediately  on 

the  election,  receiving  the  returns  from  the  several  election  districts,  and  casting 

up  the  number  of  votes  therein,  or  \vithin  three  days  thereafter. 
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certify,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  the  names  of  the  directors  so     i  ygg. 
chosen  to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  said  re-    v.»v^^ 
spective  counties,  who  shall  fde  the  said  certificate  in  his  office,  and 
forthwith  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  said  directors  of  their  be* 
ing   elected  ;     and    the    said    directors    shall   meet    at   the    court-  Meetingof 
house,  in   their  respective   counties,   on  the  first  Monday  in  No- tors,  and^ro-. 
vember  next  ensuing  their  election,  and  divide  themselves  by  lot  ^*jf °" °^  ^"^ 
into   three  classes,  the  places  of  the  first  to  be  vacated  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  first  year ;  of  the  second  at  the  expiration  of  the  se- 
cond year,  and  of  the  third  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year,  so 
that  those   who  shall  be  chosen  after  the  first  election,  and  in  the 
mode  above  prescribed,  may  serve  for  three  years,  and  one  third 
be  chosen  annually. 

Sect.  hi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author itu  aforesaid^ '^^^P'"'^<^' 

''  ,  -^  •J     •'    I,  ,      tors  incorpp' 

That  the   said  directors  respectively  shall,  for   ever  hereafter,  m  raiet*. 
name   and  in  fact,  be  one  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  relating  to  the  poor  of  the  said 
counties   of  Chester  and  Lancaster,  and  shall  have  perpetual  suc- 
cession, and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  by  the 
name,  style  and   title  of  "  The   Directors  of  the  poor  and  of  the  ggl'^^^i*^ 
house  of  employment  for  the  county  of  Chester,  and  of  the  Direc- 
tors  of  the  poor  and   of  the  house  of  employment  of  the  county 
of  Lancaster  ;"  and  by  that  name  shall  and  may  respectively  re-  its  immunu 
ceive,  take  and  hold  any  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  not  »nd  duties, 
exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  any  goods 
and  chattels  whatsoever,  of  the   gift,  alienation  or  bequest  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  ;  to  purchase,  take  and  hold  any  lands 
and  tenements  within  their  respective  counties  in  fee  simple,  or  other- 
wise, and  erect  suitable  buildings  thereon,  for  the  reception,  use 
and  accommodation  of  the   poor  of  their  respective  townships ;  to 
provide  all  things  necessary  for  the  reception,  lodging,  maintenance 
and  employment  of  the  said  poor ;  to  appoint  a  Treasurer  annually, 
who  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  for  the  faithful  dis-  Treasurer  of 
charge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  that  at  the  expiration  thereof,  t|^o^„,'"his''quai- 
he  will  well  and  truly  pay  and  deliver  over  to  his  successor  all  mo-  1,^'^" '°"  """^ 
nies,  bonds,  notes,  books,  accounts,  and  other  papers,  to  the  said 
corporations  respectively  belonging,  which  shall  then  be  remaining 
in  his  hands,  custody  and  possession ;  to  employ,  and  at  pleasure 
remove   a  steward  or  stewards,  matron  or  matrons,  physician  or 
physicians,  surgeon  or  surgeons,  and  all  other  necessary  attendants 
for  the  said  poor  respectively  ',  to  bind  out  as  apprentices  or  to  ser- 
vice, so  that  such  service  may  expire,  if  males,  at  or  before  the  age 
of  twenty-one   years,  if  females,  at  or  before  the  age  of  eighteen, 
with  the  approbation  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  such  poor  chil- 
dren as  shall  come  under  their  notice,  or  as  may  now  be  bound  ap- 
prentices by  the  Ovei-seers  of  the  Poor;  and  to  exercise  and  enjoy   \ 
all  such  other  powers,  now  vested  in  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as 
are  not  herein  granted  or  supplied;  and  the  said  Directors  respec-  seaiof  the 
tively  shall  be  empowered  to  use  one  common  seal  in  all  business  '^"''P'''"*"*'"' 
relating  to  the  said  corporation,  and  the  same  at  their  pleasure  to 
alter  or  renew. 

Sect.-  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Estimates  to 
That  the  said  Directors  respectively,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  their  tiVexi)cnbes 
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1798. 


'I'ax  to  be 
faised  tor  cle- 
fraying  the 
same. 


Time  and 
maimer  tor 
rendering 
the  accounts 
of  the  Direc- 
tors. 

Return  of 
persons  in 
the  poor- 
house. 


Iiispection  of 
the  books. 


Trustees  ap- 
pointed  to  fix 
the  places 
for  erecting 
the  poor- 
bouses ; 


who  Shall  re- 
port to  the 
quarter  Ses- 
sions. 


election  and  organization  as  aforesaid,  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  expense  of  purchasing  the  lands,  erecting  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  furnishing  the  same,  and  maintaining  the  poor  within 
the  said  counties  respectively  for  one  year ;  whereupon  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  said  respective  counties  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  increase  the  county  tax  by  one 
and  fourth  part  of  the  sum  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
shall  procure  on  loan,  on  the  credit  of  the  taxes  herein  directed 
to  be  levied,  the  remaining  three  fourths  thereof,  to  be  repaid  in  in- 
stalments, with  interest,  out  of  the  county  taxes  :  Provided  ahuaySy 
That  if  such  loan  cannot  be  made,  the  whole  amount  of  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may 
be  deemed  proper,  shall  immediately  be  added  to  the  county  tax,  to 
be  paid  by  the  county  Treasurer  to  the  Directors  aforesaid,  on  or- 
ders drawn  in  their  favour  by  the  county  commissioners,  as  the  same 
may  be  found  necessary. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Directors  respectively  shall,  at  least  once  in  every  year, 
render  an  account  of  all  the  monies  by  them  received  and  expended  to 
the  Auditors  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the  county  accounts,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  penalties,  rules  and  regulations,  as  are  by  law  di- 
rected respecting  the  accounts  of  the  county  commissioners ;  and 
shall  also,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  lay  before  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  said  counties  respectively  a  list 
of  the  number,  ages  and  sexes  of  the  persons  maintained  and  em- 
ployed in  the  said  house  of  employment  respectively,  or  supported 
or  assisted  by  them  elsewhere,  and  of  the  children  by  them  bound 
out  to  apprenticeships  or  to  service,  as  aforesaid,  with  the  names  of 
the  masters  or  mistresses,  and  their  trade,  occupation  or  calling ; 
and  shall  at  all  times,  when  thereunto  required,  submit  to  the  in- 
spection and  free  examination  of  such  visitors,  as  shall  trom  time 
to  time  be  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  said 
counties  respectively,  all  their  books,  accounts,  affairs  and  oeconomy, 
together  with  the  rents,  interests  and  monies,  payable  and  receiva- 
ble by  the  said  corporations  respectively  ;  and  also  an  account  of  all 
sales,  purchases,  donations,  devises  and  bequests,  as  shall  have  been 
made  by  or  to  them,  or  either  of  them. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  Joshua  Ashhridge,  Edward  Darlington,  Moses  Marshall,  Es- 
quire, Robert  Miller,  John  Davis,  John  Rinchart,  James  M' Gib- 
bons, Esquire,  Samuel  Carter,  and  James  Johnston,  of  the  said 
county  of  Chester,  and  Edward  Hand,  Thomas  Boude,  George 
Mosser,  James  Morrison,  John  Funk,  Peter  EUmaker,  Frederick 
Segar,  George  Eleck,  and  Zachariah  Moore,  of  the  said  county  of 
Lancaster,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  empoAvered  and  di- 
rected to  receive  and  hear  such  applications,  as  shall  be  directed  to 
them,  respecting  the  place  which  may  be  deemed  most  proper  for 
erecting  the  buildings  for  the  employment  and  support  of  the  poor 
as  aforesaid,  within  their  respective  counties,  and  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  December  next,  determine  upon  and  fix  the 
place  within  the  said  counties  of  Ciiester  and  Lancaster  respectively, 
in  which  the  said  buildings  shall  be  erected,  and  shall  certify  their 
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proceedings,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Quar-  1798. 
ter  Sessions  of  the  said  counties  respectively,  to  be  filed  in  his  * — r^-J 
office. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  when  and 
That  as  soon  as  the  said  respective  buildings  shall  be  erected,  and  Ihlxtl^^ 
all  necessary  accommodations  provided  therein,  notices  shall  be  sent,  "ulJd^^s*** 
signed  bv  any  two  of  the  said  Directors  of  the  said  respective  coun-  erp.ctedun- 

■  dcr  uiis  2ct 

ties,  to  the  Overseers  of  the  several  townships  of  the  said  counties 
of  Chester  and  Lancaster  respectively,  requiring  them  forthwith  to 
bring  the  poor  of  their  respective  townships  to  the  said  houses  of 
employment  respectively,  which  order  the  said  Overseers  are  here- 
by enjoined  and  required  to  comply  with,  otherwise  to  forfeit  the 
cost  of  all  future  maintenance,  except  in  cases,  when  by  sickness,  KxceptSen  as 
or  other  sufficient  cause,  any  poor  person  cannot  be  removed,  in  !i?,a  how*^  * 
which  case  the  said  Overseers  shall  represent  the  same  to  the  nearest  provitWSon 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  who,  being  satisfied  of  the  trudi  thereof,  shall 
certify  the  same  to  the  said  Directors,  and  at  the  same  time  issue  an 
order,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  said  Overseei's,  directing 
them  to  maintain  such  poor,  until  such  time  as  he  or  she  shall  be  ia 
a  situation  to  be  removed,  then  to  convey  the  said  pauper,  and  de- 
liver him  or  her  to  the  steward  or  keeper  of  the  said  house  of  em- 
ployment, together  vrith  the  said  order ;  and  the  charge  and  expense 
of  such  temporary  relief  and  of  such  removal  shall  be  paid  by  the 
said  Directors,  at  a  reasonable  allowance. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  TheOirec- 
That  the  said  Directors  respectively  shall,  from  time  to  time,  re-  ta'prowde^** 
ceive,  provide   for   and  employ,  according  to  the  true   intent  and  pio^f^he^^'or 
meaning  of  this  act,  all  such  poor  and  indigent  persons,  as  shall  be  "*  the  res- 
entitled  to  relief,  or  shall  have  gained  a  legal  settlement  in  the  said  ties;  and  the 
county  of  Chester,  or  in  the  said  county  oi  Lancaster,  and  shall  be  d(»1ng%°i>re- 
sent  there  by  an  order  or  warrant  for  that  purpose,  under  the  hands  *'^'^''^'^'^- 
and  seals  of  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  directed  to  any  consta- 
ble of  the  said  county  of  Chester  or  Lancaster,  or  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  proper  township  in  any  other  county  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  to  the  said  Directors  of  the  poor  and  of  the  house  of  employ- 
ment of  the  said  county  of  Chester  or  Lancaster;  and  the  said  Di- 
rectors respectively  are  hereby  authorized,  when  they  shall  deem  it 
proper  and  convenient  so  to  do,  to  permit  any  poor  person  or  per- 
sons to  be  maintained  elsewhere ;  and  if  the  pauper  be  married,  and 
the  person  to  whom  he   or  she  is  married  is  not  supported  at  the  » 

county  expense,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Directors  to  place 
the  said  pauper  with  the  person  to  whom  he  or  she  is  married,  if 
required;  provided  the  expense  of  such  maintenance  doth  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  house  of  employment. 

Sect.   ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Power  of  th« 
That  the  said  Directors,  or  any  four  of  them,  who  shall  be  a  quo-  n,^kemies" 
rum  in  ah  cases  to  do  business  within  their  respective  counties,  shall  ^."^^'•«"i^- 
have  full  power  to  make  and  ordain  all  such  ordinances,  rules  and 
regulations,  as  they  shall   think   proper,  convenient  and  necessary 
for  the  direction,  government  and  support  of  the  poor  and  houses    , 
of  employment  aforesaid,  and  of  the  revenues  thereunto  lespectively 
belonging,,  and  of  all  such   persons  as  shall  come  under  their  care 
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1798.  or  cognizance,  provided  the  same  be  not  repugnant  to  this  law,  or 
V— yiii^  any  other  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  or  of  the  United  States ;  and 
provided  also,  that  the  same  shall  not  have  any  force  or  effect,  un- 
til they  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  President  and  Asso- 
ciate Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  time  beings 
for  the  district  within  which  the  said  county  of  Chester  or  Lan- 
caster shall  be,  and  shall  have  recei\ed  the  approbation  of  said 
court. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  a  committee  consisting  of  at  least  two  of  the  said  Directors, 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  meet  at  the  said 
houses  of  employment,  in  their  respective  counties,  at  least  once  in 
every  month,  and  visit  the  apartments,  and  see  that  the  poor  are 
comfortably  supported,  and  hear  all  complaints,  and  redress,  or 
cause  to  be  redressed,  all  grievances,  which  may  happen  by  the  ne- 
glect or  misconduct  of  their  servants,  or  others  in  their  employ- 
ment, or  otherwise. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  directors  shall  each  of  them  receive  for  their  services 
twenty  dollars  per  anrium^  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  necessary 
attendance  on  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

Sect.  xii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
suppi^'in^  That  in  case  of  any  vacancy  or  vacancies,  by  death,  resignation  re- 
thedirec-      moval,  ueglcct,  refusal,  or  Otherwise,  of  any  of  the  said  Directors, 
a  majority  of  the  remaining  Directors  shall  fill  such  vacancy  or  va- 
cancies, by  appointment  of  one  or  more  citizens  of  their  said  coun- 
ties respectively,  as  the  case  may  require,  to   serve  until  the  next 
general  election,  when  another  Director  or  Directors  shall  be  elect- 
ed, to  serve  for  the  period  or  periods  which  such  Director  or  Direc- 
tors were  to  have  served,  if  no  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  had  hap- 
pened. 
How  monies       Sect.  XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
of^h^e'^cTver.  That  all  the  monies  which  shall  be  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
PTOrshaUbe  oversccrs  of  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  of  Chester  and  Lan- 
appiied.,       caster  counties  respectively,  at  the  time  when  the  first  county  poor 
tax  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the 
said  Overseers  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  of  their  respective 
townships,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  the  repairing  of  the  roads 
therein, 
whentheof-      Sect.  XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
seer°o*t  thtf "^  That  as  soon  as  the  poor  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster 
shall  be  removed  to  the  respective  houses  of  employment  of  the  said 
counties,  the  office  of  Overseer  of  the  poor  within  the  said  coun- 
ties shall  from  thenceforth  be  abolished. 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  the  services  enjoined  on  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Quar- 
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quarterSes"*^  ter  Sessions  and  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and 
sions,  Lancaster  by  this  act,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  exhibit  his  accounts  to 

the  county  commissioners  of  the  said  counties  respectively,  who 
shall  examine  and  allow  the  same,  and  draw  on  the  county  Treasur- 
er for  the  amount  thereof,  as  is  usual  in  the  case  of  other  accounts. 


311 


Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ajoresaidy    1798. 
That  so  much  of  the  hiws  ol"  this  commonwealth,  relating  to  the    * — ^— ' 
poor  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster,  as  is  by  this  act  al-  ^a^w  oV°^ 
tered  or  supplied,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repeal-  fcmier  laws, 

■,         ^   ,  s  hereby  sui>- 

ed.    (dj 

Passed  27th  February,  1798.— Rscorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  218. 


hereby  suji- 
plied. 


CdJ  By  a  supplement  to  this  act,  the 
directors  of  each  of  the  counties  re- 
spectively were  empowered  to  sell  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  lands  they  liad  pur- 
chased, and  apply  the  proceeds  to  main- 
tain the  poor,  and  erect  proper  build- 
ings ;  and  the  commissioners  were  di- 
rected to  compensate  the  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  in  tlie  text,  for  the 
services  rendered  by  tiiem,  Qih  Feb'y, 
1799,  (chap.  2D06  ) 

By  an  act  passed  SOtli  January,  1804, 
(chap.  2405,)  the  directors  respective- 
ly, or  a  majority  of  them,  are  authoriz- 
ed to  bind  out  poor  children,  apprenti- 
ces. 

By  an  act  passed  31st  March,  1807, 
(chap.  2785,)  the  directors  of  these 
counties  respectively  shall  furnish  to 
the  county  commissionei-s,  annu.-illy, 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  wanted  for  the 
use  of  the  poor,  which  is  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  in  addition  to  the  county 
tax,  which  shall  be  paid  by  tiie  county 
treasurer  to  the  directors,  on  warrants 
of  the  county  commissioners. 

If  on  the  death  of  any  pauper,  in 
either  of  the  said  liouses  of  employ- 
ment, &c.  it  should  appear  vhat  such 
pauper  died  possessed  of  property,  the 


same  shall  be  recovered  by,  and  vested 
in  the  directors,  to  be  by  them  applied 
to  the  support  of  such  institutions  re- 
spective!} ;  provided  that  it  sliall  be 
their  duty  to  give  puolic  notice  thereof, 
and  pay  over  the  same,  first  deducting 
the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
sucii  paujjer,  to  the  heirs  or  leg'al  re- 
presentatives, if  the  same  shall  be 
claimed  within  three  years  after  the 
dealJi  of  siicli  person. 

By  act  of  22d  December,  1810,  the 
directors  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of 
Cliester,  shall  annually  publish  in  the 
county  news-papers  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  institution.  The  num- 
ber of  directors  shall  be  reduced  to 
tliree,  two  to  be  a  quorum.  The  salary 
to  be  forty  dollars  a  year,  with  an  addi- 
tional compensation  for  attending  suits, 
&,c.  The  office  of  Treasurer  is  abolish- 
ed, and  the  duties  of  clerk,  shall  be 
performed  by  .he  steward  of  the  house, 
whose  salary,  including  the  matron's, 
shall  not  exceed  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  and  ail  monies  appropriated  for 
the  establishment,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
county  Treasurer,  only  on  orders  drawn 
on  him  by  the  directors  thereof. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCT.XII. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  com7nonwealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company^  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Lehigh^ 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions. Notice  to  be  given.  Subscriptions,  when  and  how  to  be 
made,  and  to  what  amount.  When  the  books  shall  be  closed,  and 
proceedings  thereupon.  How  shares  shall  be  apportioned,  in  case 
more  are  subscribed  for  than  the  law  prescribes.  Advance  to  be 
paid  by  the  subscribers.  Expense  of  the  business,  how  to  be  de- 
frayed ;  and  the  subscriptions  paid  over.  2.  Proceedings  to  obtain 
a  patent  of  incorporation.  The  style  of  the  corporation  to  be 
"  The  President  and  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Navigation  Com- 
pany j"  and  to  have  the  usual  corporate  powers.  3.  Power  to  clear 
the  navigation  of  the  Lehigh.  4.  Proceedings  to  organize  the 
corporation,  and  choose  corporation  officers.  Limitation  of  the 
votes  of  the  subscribers.  5.  Time  and  place  of  meeting;  and 
power  of  the  corporation  to  *nake  by-laws  prescribed.     6.  Certifi- 
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1798.  cates  of  shares,  how  to  be  issued  j  and  how  transferable.  T.  Va- 
>—- v—- ^  cancies  in  offices,  to  be  supplied  by  the  President  and  Managers, 
who  shall  employ  superintendants  and  workmen.  8.  Payments  of 
subscriptions,  how  to  be  regulated.  Notice  thereof.  Penalty  on 
neglect  to  pa}' ;  and  when  shares  shall  be  forfeited  by  reason  of  non- 
payment. 9.  Proceedings  to  clear  the  Lehigh ;  and  when  the  navi- 
gation thereof  shall  be  declared  free.  10.  When  and  how  the  company 
shall  be  entitled  to  take  toll.  1 1-  Proceeding  to  examine  the  work  for 
every  ten  miles  of  distance.  Places  for  taking  tolls  to  be  thereafter 
fijied.  12.  Collectors  of  tolls  to  be  appointed.  How  tolls  shall  be 
demanded.  Limitation  of  the  rates  of  tolls.  13.  Proceedings  to 
ascertain  the  size  and  tonnage  of  boats  and  rafts  with  consent  of  the 
owner,  skipper  or  supercargo  ;  to  be  marked  on  the  rafts  or  vessels. 
14.  Power  of  the  collectors  to  stop  vessels,  &c.  for  tolls ;  or  to 
distrain  for  the  amount.  Proceedings  in  case  of  distress.  15.  Penalty 
on  passing,  without  paying  toll.  16.  Official  bonds  maybe  taken  from 
the  officers  of  the  corporation.  17.  Accounts  of  the  corporation, 
how  to  be  kept ;  and  when  to  be  submitted  to  the  stockholders. 
How  and  v/hen  the  capital  stock  may  be  augmented ;  and  new  sub- 
scribers admitted.  18.  How  accounts  shall  be  kept,  and  dividends  de- 
clared half  yearly.  1 9.  An  account  to  be  laid  triennially  before  the 
Legislature.  In  what  case  the  tolls  may  be  encreased ;  and  when 
the  tolls  shall  be  diminished.  20.  Penalty  on  injuring  the  works, 
or  impeding  the  navigation,  &c.  21.  A  lottery  authorized,  in  aid  of 
the  improvement.  22.  The  scheme  to  be  laid  before  the  Govern- 
or ;  and  security  to  be  given  by  the  Managers.  23.  When  com- 
missioners shall  be  appointed  to  draw  the  lottery.  24.  Duty  of  the 
commissioners  ;  and  their  compensation.  25.  Time  limited  for  de- 
manding prizes.  26.  Times  limited  for  commencing  and  complet- 
ing the  object  of  the  incorporation.] 

Passed  27'tli  February,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  223. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXIIt 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  this  commonxvealth  to  incor' 
porate  a  companij^  for  erecting  a  permanent  bridge  over  the  river 
Schuylkill^  at  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions for  erecting  a  bridge  over  Schuylkill.  Payment  to  be  made  on 
subscribing.  Appropriation  of  the  amount.  2.  Proceedings  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers.  Style  of  the  corporation  to  be  "  The 
President,  Directors  and  Company  for  erecting  a  permanent  bridge 
over  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  and  to 
have  the  usual  corporate  powers.  3.  Proceedings  to  organize  the 
corporation.  President,  Director  and  Treasurer  to  be  chosen.  Li- 
mitation of  the  number  of  votes.     4.  Meetings  of  the  stockholders. 

5.  Certificates  of  shares  to  be  issued;  which  shall  be  transferable. 

6.  How  the  place  for  erecting  the  bridge  shall  be  fixed,  and  the  pro- 
perty therein  purchased.     7.  Times  and  places  for  the  meetings  of 
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the  President  and  Directors.  They  shall  keep  books.  Their  pow-  1798. 
er  to  employ  and  pay  agents  and  workmen.  They  shall  within  five  *— v-*. 
years  erect  the  bridge.  General  description  of  the  bridge.  8.  Pe- 
nalty for  neglecting  to  pay  the  requisition  on  shares.  9.  Accounts 
of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  shall  be  regularly  kept.  To  be 
submitted  annually  to  the  stockholders.  When  and  how  the  num- 
ber of  shai-es  may  be  increased.  Surplus  monies  to  be  refund- 
ed. 10.  The  property  of  the  bridge  vested  in  the  corporation  for 
twenty-five  years.  Their  power  to  take  toll,  and  rates  thereof. 
Proviso,  as  to  private  rights  and  property,  and  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  Fund  established  for  redemption  of  the  bridge,  and 
rendering  it  free.  Private  donations  for  that  purpose.  The  bridge 
may  be  redeemed  before  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-five  years,  if  the 
fund  is  sufficient ;  or  afterwards  by  authority  of  the  legislature,  up- 
on terms.  Appraisement  of  the  bridge,  &c.  11.  Two  oxen  to  be 
estimated  equal  to  one  horse.  Penalty  on  exacting  greater  tolls 
than  the  law  allows.  13.  Of  keeping  accounts  and  declaring  divi- 
dends. 14.  An  abstract  of  the  accounts  to  be  laid  before  the  Le- 
gislature. 15.  Limitation  of  time  for  commencing  and  complet- 
ing the  bridge,  (extended  five  years,  by  act  of  22d  January,  1803.) 
16.  Penalty  on  injuring  the  v.'orks  and  bridge.  And,  on  impeding 
the  passage  over  the  bridge.] 

Passed  I6th  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI,  page  233. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXIV. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act,  entitled  «  An  Act  to  prevent  the  ex-  E\^haJ. 
portation  of  breadandfiour  not  merchantable,  and  for  repealing,  ^nid,l%l',\^ii 
at  a  certain  time,  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose^"*  !v®*^  i°**" 

WHEBEAS  it  has  been  represented  that  the  manner  of  col- 
lecting the  fees  for  the  inspection  of  flour  is  inconvenient,  and 
frequently  occasions  loss  to  the  Lispector  : 

Sect.   i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  y^^^^^^^^ 
Viet,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.    That  ^"speciorof 
the  Inspector  of   flour  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  be,  city  and 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  payment  of  the  PhilaJe?. 
said  fees  of  inspection  from  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her  or  their  ^^^ 
agents  or  factors,  or  other  persons  in   possession  of  the  said  flour, 
at  the  time  of  inspection ;  and  that  the  said  owner  or  owners,  his,  her 
or  their  agents  or  factors,  or  other  persons  in  possession  of  the  said 
flour,  shall  pay  to  the  said  Inspector  the  full  amount  of  the  fees  due 
and  owing  for  the  said  inspection.  Fees,  by 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid  >v'!om  "^o  ijc 

rm  1  •         1  1      •  -^i.   ^  "«-",  paid^  and 

Ihat  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her  or  their  agents  or  factors,    or  f'ow  tobe 
other  persons  in  possession  of   the  said  flour  at  the  time  of   inspec-  saie'^of  the 
tion,  so  paying  the  fees  of  inspection,  are  hereby  authorized  to  de-  ^°"'^' 
mand  and  receive  the  said  fees  of  inspection  from  the  persons  pur- 
chasing from  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her  or  their  agents  or  fac- 

VoL.  in.  2  R 
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1 798.    tors,  or  other  persons  in  possession  of  the  flour  so  inspected ;  and 

I— v—^    that  the  said  lees  of  inspection,  so  paid,  shall  be  a  charge  on  the 

sale   of  the   said   flour  by  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her  or  their 

agents  or  factors,  or  other  persons  in  possession  after  its  inspection, 

distinct  and  separate  from  the  price  agreed  on  for  the  said  flour. 

Passed  16th  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  La\»  Book  No.  VI.  page  247- 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXVII. 

[Ante,  page        -^  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act  establishing  an  explicit  fee  bill. 
18520  ^^*  Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the    Senate    and  House  of  Re- 

presentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  As- 
Fees  of  the  sembly  met^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
stavlsanT^  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  inspector  of  staves  and 
heading  heading  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  exporter  of  the  same 
agm  n  e  .  ^^^  every  customary  thousand  thereof,  thirteen  cents,  in  addition 
•[Made  per-  to  the  fccs  now  allowcd,  and  that  this  act  shall  contipue  in  force  two 
(ch^.^'lm.*)  years,  and  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
3SAMa°rch>  Assembly.* 
iffl»0  Passed  16th  March,  1798.— Recorded  o  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  246, 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXIX. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  Bristol-Island 
meadozvs^  in  the  township  of  Bristol,  a?id  county  of  Buds,  to 
keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  flood-gates  in  repair,  and  te 
raise  afiiml  to  defray  the  expenses  thereof. 

Sect.  1.  [IVIANAGERS  and  Treasurer  of  the  Bristol-Island 
meadows,  how  to  be  chosen.  Surveyors,  how  to  be  chosen.  The 
map  of  survey  to  be  recorded.  2.  Duties  of  the  Managers.  Ex- 
pense of  repairs,  how  to  be  paid.  The  managers  to  inspect  the 
banks,  &c.  quarterly.  3.  Money  to  be  raised,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  the  premises  in  repair.  4.  Managers  and  treasur- 
er, how  to  be  hereafter  chosen.  5.  Penalty  on  Managers  elected 
refusing  to  serve.  Vacancy  in  the  office  of  Treasurer,  how  to  be 
supplied.  6.  Duties  of  the  Treasurer.  7.  List  of  persons  liable 
to  be  assessed,  how  to  be  made ;  and  proceedings  thereon.  8.  Pro- 
ceedings, in  case  persons  assessed  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay.  9. 
Suits  not  to  abate  by  death  of  the  Treasurer.  10.  Remedy  for  persons 
aggrieved,  by  reference  and  award.  11.  Penalty  on  injuring  the 
banks  and  other  works.     12.  Power  to  make  by-laws.] 

Passed  16ih   March,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  253. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXX. 

./1«ACT  to  erect  part  of  ^lemahoning  toxvnship,  in  Somerset  coun- 
ty,  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BB  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
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all  the  noith  part  of  Quemahoning  township,  in  Somerset  county,     1798o 
from  a  line  running  due  west  from  the  Bedford  county  line,  on  the    ^--v-^- 
summit  of  Allegheny  mountain,  so  as  to  intersect  Stoney  creek  at  Jiecthm'dis. 
the  mouth  of  Mill  creek,  to  the  Westmoreland  county  line,  on  the  wict  insom- 

T  1  1  Ml      •     1  1  1    •  1        •  1-        •  erset  county 

Juaurel  hill,  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  erected, 
called  the  fifth  election  district ;  and  the  freemen  thereof  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Miles  Philips,  in  the 
town  of  Beula. 

Passed  16th  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  247. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXI. 

All  ACT  declaring-  Pine  creek^  in  the  county  of  Lycoming^  a  public 
stream  and  highway. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^   in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That,  ^''"6  creek 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,   Pine  creek,  in  the  county  of  puwichigh. 
Lycoming,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  third  fork  thereof,  be,  and  the  ^*^" 
same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  stream  and  highway,  for  the 
passage  of  boats  and  rafts,   under  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
hereinafter  specified  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabi- 
tants desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek  to  remove  all 
natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  the 
third  fork  of  the  same  ;  and  also  to  erect  such  slopes  at  the  mill-dam 
now  built  on  the  said  creek,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  passage  of 
rafts  or  boats ;  provided  such  slopes  shall  be  so  constructed  as  not  to 
injure  the  Avorks  of  said  dam. 

Sect.  ii.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  persons 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  under-  authorized 
stood  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  land  on  said  creek,  "'^y  ^^'^^ 
who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  had  authority  under  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or    dams,  from  erecting  such 
dam  or  dams ;  provided  that  such  dam  or  dams  be    so    construct- 
ed and  kept  in  repair  by  the   owner  or  owners  thereof,  with  com- 
plete slopes  or  locks  on  convenient  parts  of  such  dams  as  that  the 
navigation  for  boats  and  rafts  will  not  be  injured  thereby. 

Passed  16lh  March,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  Vj.  page  249. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXHI. 

An  ACT  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Trustees  of  the  academy 
and  free  school  of  Bucks  county. 

Sect.  1.  [GRANT  to  the  academy  of  Bucks  county  of  four 
thousand  dollars.] 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  eiuictfd  by  tlie  authority  aforesaid,  Poor  scho^ 
That  the  said  Trustees  shall  teach,  or  cause  to  be  taught,  gratis,  Ihere^tm^ghr. 
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1798.    in  the  said  academy,   as  many  poor  scholars  as  may  be  offered  i 
^— V— '  provide  I  the  number  does  not  exceed  ten  at  any  one  time. 

Passed  16th  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  247- 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  afford  relief  to  Pittsburgh  academy j  in  the  county  of 

Allegheny. 

Sect.  1.  [GRANT  to  the  Pittsburgh  academy  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars.] 
Poorscho-  Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ttTeremght.  That  there  shall  be  admitted  into  the  said  academy  any  number  of 
poor  students,  who  may  at  any  time  be  offered,  in  order  to  be  taught 
gratis ;  provided  the  number  so  admitted  and  taught  shall  at  no 
time  be  greater  than  ten,  and  that  none  of  the  said  students  shall 
continue  in  the  said  academy  longer  than  two  years,  if  others  should 
apply  for  admittance. 

Passed  16lh  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  315. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXV. 

An  ACT  for  erectirig  part  of  the  county  of  Northampton  into  a  sepa- 
rate county, 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  North- 
ampton county  have,  by  their  petitions,  set  forth  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  state  the  great  hardships  they  labour  under,  from 
being  so  remote  from  the  present  seat  of  justice  and  the  public 
offices  : 

Sect,  i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the   Senate  and   House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  co77inionwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
Ncrth/m  .    ^^^  ^ct^  and  zt  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
ton  erected    all  that  part  of  Northampton  county,  lying  and  being  to  the  north- 
couniy.        ward  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  and  beginning  at  the  west  end  of  George 
Michael's  farm,  on  the  river  Delaware,  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  from  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  mouth  of  Trout  creek, 
on  the  Lehigh,  adjoining  Luzerne  county,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby   declared  to  be   erected  into  a  county,  henceforth  to  be 
called  Wayne, 
•i-he lights         Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
bitantsoi ihe  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Wayne  be  entitled  to,  and 
new  ccunty.  gi^^ll  at  all  times  hereafter  have,  all  and  singular  the  courts,  juris- 
dictions, officers,  rights  and  privileges,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of 
other  counties  of  this  state  are  entitled  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  this  commonwealth. 
Thecourts         [Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
of  Wayne     That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  the  Courts  of 
.oanty.        Common  Pleas  and  General  Quarter   Sessions  in  and  for  the  said- 
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county  of  Wayne  shall  be  opened  and  held  at  the  house  now  occu-    1798. 
pied  by  George  Buchanan  at  Milford,  in  the  said  county  of  Wayne,   ^^^"^^      ' 
until  a  court-house   shall  be  erected  in  and  for  the  said  county,  as  heW.^  ° 
herein  after  directed,  and  shall  then  be  held  at  said  court-house.]      [.Obsolete.] 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Provision  for 
That  no  suit  or  prosecution  which  has  been  heretofore  commenced,  a»"iVrocesf 
or  which  shall  be  commenced  in  the  courts  of  the  county  of  North-  ?,^'^S5 
ampton  before   the  first  day  of   September  next,  shall  be  delayed,  ^^^^°^^ 
discontinued,  or  affected  by   this  act,  but  the  same  shall  be  issued 
and  done  of  all  such  judgments    by  the   Sheriff  and   Coroner   of 
N(,»i-thampton  county,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (^fo^^^^^d^'^^^^^'^^  ^ 
That  all  taxes,  and  arrears  of  taxes,  laid,   or  which  have  become  in  wayne 
due  within  the  county  of  Wayne,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  ^o  be  coi-°^ 
all  sums  of  money  due  to  this  commonwealth  for  militia  fines  In  the  '^'^^^^' 
said  county  of  Wayne,  shall  be  collected  and  recovered,  as  if  this 
act  had  not  been  made. 

Sect.   vi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  officers  of 
That  the  Sheriff,  Treasurer  and  Prothonotary,  and  all  such  officers,  tyYo'give"'^' 
as  have  heretofore  usually  given  surety  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  security, 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  who  shall  hereafter  be  appoint- 
ed or  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Wayne,  before  they,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  enter  on  the  execution  thereof,  shall  give  sufficient  secu- 
rity, in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  for  the   same  uses,  trusts 
and  purposes,  as  such  officers  for  the  time  being  are  obliged  by  law 
to  do  in  the  county  of  Northampton. 

[Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  officers  of 
That  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  other  officers  of  the  county  of  North-  tou  .o  ot. 
ampton,  other  than  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  continue  to  ex-  cers'areV 
ercise   the  duties   of  their  respective  offices  within  the  county  ol  i'"""^'^'*- 
Wayne,  until  similar  officers   shall  be  appointed,  agreeably  to  law, 
within  the  said  county.] 

[Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Representa- 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  oi  Northampton  and  of  the  coim-  seifator^for 
ty  of  Wa)ne  shall  jointly  elect  four  Representatives,  and  one  Sena-  cSyhow 
tor,  to  serve  in  the  Legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  in  the  same  to  be  elected- 
mode,  under  the  same  regulations,  and   make  return   in  the  same  t^'^wi^e'^-^ 
manner,  as  is  or  shall  be  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth 
for  conducting  and  making  returns  of  the  elections  of  the  county  of 
Northampton,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the    contrary  notwithstand- 
ing.] 

[Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  commission- 
That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  potnt'ed^for' 
to  appoint  three  Commissioners,  who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  toundaly'^'' 
meet  at  the  house  of  George  Michael,  in  Middle  Smith  field  town-  ^^J^ham 
shin  aforesaid,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  and  proceed  ton  and 

1  ,  ,  ,  , .  ,  •'  ,     '  (•   TkT        1  Wayne  couti- 

to   run  the    boundary  hue    between  the    county  ot  JNorthampton  ties. 
and  the  county  of  Wayne,  for  which  service  the  said  Coiumission-  fQ^j^j^jg ) 
ers  shall  have  and  receive  three  dollars  per  dieni^  and  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  their  expenses,  for  every  day  they  shall  be  employed 
in  the  said  service,  to  be  paid  by  warrants  drawn  by  the  county  Com- 
missioners on  the  Tieasurer  of  Northampton  county. 
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in  Wayne 
county. 


1798.  [Sect.  x.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^— V— -*  That  Daniel  Strowd,  Abraham  Horn,  John  Molhallon,  Samuel  C. 
^matS.\o^'  Seely,  and  Samuel  Stanton,  of  the  counties  of  Northampton  and 
fix  the  Place  \Va}^ie,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  for  the  county 
court°,  &c?  aforesaid,  with  full  authority  for  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  fix 
on  the  most  eligible  spot  for  the  seat  of  justice  in  and  for  the  said 
county,  and  to  purchase  or  take  and  receive,  by  grant,  bargain  or 
otherwise,  any  quantity  or  quantities  of  land  within  the  said  coun- 
ty, and  to  survey  and  lay  out  the  same  in  town  and  out-lots ;  and 
they  or  a  majorit)^  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  after  due  notice  given  in  the  public  newspaper  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Easton,  and  convey,  in  fee-simple,  clear  of  any  reserva- 
tions whatsoever,  so  many  of  said  town  lots  and  out -lots  as  they 
may  think  proper,  and  with  the  money  so  arising  from  the  sale  of 
said  lots,  and  with  other  monies  to  be  duly  assessed,  levied  and  col- 
lected, within  the  said  county  of  Wayne,  for  that  purpose,  to  pay 
for  the  lands  thus  purchased,  and  to  build  or  erect  a  court-house  and 
gaol,  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  public,  on  such  of  the  town  lots 
as  aforesaid  as  shall  have  been  reserved  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the 
said  Trustees  shall  have  and  receive  three  dollars /?er  diem  for  their 
services,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  this  act ; 
and  shall  from  time  to  time  render  true  and  faithful  accounts  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  same,  not  only  to  the  Commissioners,  but  to  the 
Auditors  of  accounts  for  the  said  county  of  Wayne  for  inspection, 
adjustment  and  settlement.] 

[Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 


Their  com- 
pensation 
dnd  duty  to 
account. 


(Obsolete 
and  sup- 
plied.) 


The  Com- 

^.powered   That  it  shall  and  may  be' lawful  for  the  Commissioners  of  the  said 

to  take  as- 
surance of  a 


county  of  Wayne,  which  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  elec- 
luUdin''s^'''^  tion,  to  take  assurance  to  them,  and  their  successors  in  office,  of 
such  lot  or  piece  of  ground,  as  shall  have  been  approved  of  by  the 
Trustees  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  court-house,  gaol  and  offices  for 
safe  keeping  of  the  records  ;  and  that  for  defraying  the  expenses 
thereof  the  said  county  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
assess,  levy  and  collect,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  acts  for 
raising  county  rates  and  levies,  a  sum,  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars.] 

[Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  aforesaid  county  of  Wayne  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  belong  to  the  third  district,  consisting  of  the  counties  of  Berks, 
Northampton,  Luzerne,  Northumberland,  and  Lycoming,  and  the 
President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  within  the  said  district 
shall  be  the  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  said 
county  ;  and  that  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Ses- 
sions shall  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  after  those  of  Lycoming 
county.] 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
emigres  for  That  the  said  county  of  Wayne  shall  form  a  part  of  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Montgomery ,  Bucks  and  Northampton,  for 
the  election  of  members  of  Congress.] 

Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Judges  of  tlic  Supreme  Court  shall  have  the  like  powers, 


How  the  ex 
pense  shall 
Be  defrayed, 

(Obsolete,) 


The  county 
of  Wayne 
attached  to 
the  third 
district  of 
Common 
Fleas. 


■When  the 
Courts  shall 
be  held. 
(Altered.) 

Election  of 


Wayne 
county. 
(Supplied.) 

Jurisdiction 
of  tiie  Su- 
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jurisdictions  and  authorities,  within  the  said  county  of  Wayne,  as     1798. 
by  law  they  are  vested  with  and  entitled  to  have  and  exercise  in    ^ — v— •> 
other  counties  of  this  state.  P'■^'^,«=  ^""^t: 

m  Wayne 

Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Pw\Ii  • 
That  where  the  division  line  shall  divide  a  township,  the  part  of  the  tasethedi- 
township  thus  divided  which  will  remain  in  Northampton  county  between"^ 
shall  be  a  township,  and  the  part  of  the  township  thus  divided  which  NwthL^ 
may  be  in  the  county  of  Wayne  shall  be  a  township,  and  retain  its  '""  ^'^^"  **' 


the 


vide  a  town- 
Courts   ofs^'P- 


original  name,   until  the  same   shall  be  altered  by 
(Quarter  Sessions  of  the  said  counties  respectively. 

Sect.  xvi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autfwrity  aforesaid^  partof  Mid- 
That  that  part  of  Middle  Smithfield,  which  will  lie  in  the  county  of  fieW  erected 
Wayne,  and  Delaware  township,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  are  here-  uon  duukt. 
by  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  that  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  election  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  William  Smith,  in  Delaware  township  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^^i'ia.WjKVi 
That  the  townships  of  Matlack  and  Upper  Smithfield,  in  the  said  smith^dd 
county,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  the  an^ilctio" 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  occu-  *^'strict. 
pied  by  George  Buchanan,  in  Upper  Smithfield  township  aforesaid. 

Sect,  xviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  part  of 
That  that  part  of  Wayne  county,  not  included  in  the  above  mention-  ty  noTi^"" 
ed  districts,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  separate  election  district,  and  thoselii^- 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  "!l!!.VT;lf'* 
BOW  occupied  by  Elijah  Dix.     (ej  district. 

Passed  21st  March,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI.  page  241. 


CeJ  By  act  of  1st  April,  1799.  The 
place  of  holding  the  courts  in  this  coun- 
ty, was  fixed  at  TVilsomuiie  in  Palmyra 
township,  until  suitable  public  buildings 
should  be  erected,  at  a  suitable  spot, 
within  four  miles  of  the  Uyberry  forks 
of  Lackawaxen  river,  in  said  township, 
as  the  trustees  appointed  in  said  act 
should  agree  on  ;  (chap-20J6.) 

But  by  an  act  passed  5th  April,  1802, 
(chap.  2C81.)  The  seat  of  Justice  was 
transferred  from  Bethany  to  Milford  ibr 
three  years  and  no  longer ;  and  certain 
individuals  were  to  erect  teniporaiy 
public  buildings  at  their  own  charge  ; 
and  the  act  of  1st  April,  1799,  was  sus- 
pended for  three  years. 

By  an  act  passed  llih  Febraaiy, 
1803,  (chap.  232U,)  the  Commissioners 
of  Wayne  county,  were  directed  to  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  the  Trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  of  1st  April,  1799. 
After  which  settlement,  and  payment 
of  any  monies  due  to  the  Trustees,  the 
board  of  Trustees  was  to  be  dissolved, 
and  their  powers  vested  in  the  county 
Commissioners  ;  and  the  Trustees  are 
directed  to  convey  to  them,  in  trust, 
&c.  all  the  lands  remaining  unsold,  con- 
ve)  ed  to  them  for  the  purposes  of  erect- 
ing' public  buildings  at  Bethany. 


The  courts  having  been  re-transfer- 
red to  Bethany,  complaints  were  made 
to  the  Legisbture  of  the  inconvenience 
of  the  situation  ;  and  by  an  act  passed 
19th  March,  1810,  the  Governor  i.s 
authorized  to  appoint  three  Commissi- 
oners to  fix  on  a  place  for  the  seat  of  Jus- 
tice, at,  or  within  five  miles  of  t!ie  ter- 
ritorial centre  of  the  county  and  certain 
duties  are  enjoined  upon  the  Commis- 
sioners with  respect  to  the  grant  of 
lands,  &c.  for  the  use  of  the  county. 
The  coimty  Commissioners  are  direct- 
ed to  lay  out  a  town,  sell  lots,  erect 
public  buildings,  &c. ;  and  as  soon  as 
they  are  completed,  the  public  offices, 
prisoners,  &c.  are  to  be  removed  froixi 
Bethany  to  said  place. 

Tlie  Commissioners  appointed  by  this 
act,  have  fixed  on  a  place  called  Blooni' 
ing  Grove  for  the  permanent  seat  of  jus. 
tice  for  Wayne  county. 

The  fourth  election  district  erected 
by  act  of  Ist  December,  1800,  (chap, 
2141.) 

Buckingham,  Damascus,  and  part  of 
Lackawaxen  townships,  erected  into  a 
scpar.ate  district,  by  act  of  25th  Febru- 
ary, 1803,  (chap.  2326.) 

D\  berry  and  part  of  Canaan  town- 
s!u;)s,  erected  into  a  separate  district. 
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1 798       by  act  of  4th  April,  1805,   (cliap.  2599, 
S_  _  ,_f   §18.) 

^  '    ~         Canaan  township,  erected  into  a  se- 
parate district  by    act  of  23th    March, 

1808,  (chap.  297'2,  §9.) 
Buckingham  townsliip  erected  into  a 

separate  district,  {ii>.  §  57  ) 

Delaware  township  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  by  act   of  4th    April, 

1809,  (§  34-) 

By  the  last  enumcTation,  the  county 
of  Wayne  contained  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  taxables,  and  the  county 
of  Northampton  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  taxables ;  total 
seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty 
taxables;  and  by  act  of  21st  March, 
1808,  apportioning  the  representation. 


in  pursuance  tliereof,  Northampton  and 
Wa3Mje,  jointly,  send  two  members  to 
the  Senate,  and  five  members  lo  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

By  act  of  24th  February,  1806,  Berks, 
Northampton  and  Wayne,  form  the 
tliird  judiciary  district.  The  courts  in 
Berks  are  held  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
January,  April,  Angus:,  and  Novem- 
ber ;  in  Nortliampton  the  second  Mon- 
days after  tlie  commencement  of  the 
courts  in  Berks,  and  in  Wayne  on  the 
second  Mondays  after  tlie  commence- 
ments of  the  courts  in  Northampton. 
The  term  in  each  county  continuing* 
two  weeks. 

Wayne  county  is  attached  to  the 
eastern  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXVI. 


Parts  of  the 
Ohio,  Big 
Beaver 
creek. 
French 
«reek,  Cone- 
wango  creek, 
Causawago 
creek.  Little 
Coniate 
creek,  To- 
by's creek. 
Oil  creek. 
Broken 
Straw  creek, 
and  Sandy 
Iiick  creek, 
declared 
highways. 


An  ACT   declaring-  the  7-ivers   Ohio  and  Allegheny^  and  certain 
branches  thereof^  public  streams  or  highways. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted^  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  river  Ohio,  from  the 
western  boundary  of  the  state  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Monongahela, 
Big  Beaver  creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  first  fork  in  the  se- 
venth district  of  donation  land,  the  Allegheny  river,  from  the  mouth 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state,  French  creek  to  the  town  of 
Le  Boeuf,  and  Conewango  creek,  from  the  mouth  thereof  to  the 
state  line,  Causawago  creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  main  forks, 
Little  Coniate  creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  inlet  of  the  Little 
Coniate  lake,  Toby's  creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  second  fork. 
Oil  creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  main  fork.  Broken  Straw  creek, 
from  the  mouth  up  to  the  second  fork,  Sandy  Lick  or  Red  Bank 
creek,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  second  great  fork,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  public  streams  and  highways,  for 
the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  inhabitants  or  others,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the 
said  river  and  branches  thereof,  to  remove  all  natural  obstructions 
in  the  said  river,  and  branches  aforesaid. 

Passed  21st  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  245. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXYII. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  copying  the  records  of  the  several  roads 
heretofore  laid  ont^  and  which  hereafter  may  be  laid  out^  hi  the 
county  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that 
the  records  of  roads  within  the  county  of  Philadelphia  have,  from 


•3^1 

the  lapse  of  time  attd  unavoidable  accidents,  been  much  injured,     IJ'gs- 
and  are  in  danger  of  becoming  unintelligible  :  For  remedy  whereof,    ^^-y-^ 

Sect.    i.    Be    it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Copies  to  be 
the  Commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  be,  and  they  are  ?ecords^of  ^ 
hereby  Authorized   and  required  forthwith  to  furnish  the  Clerk  of  [X'rphif*''" 
the  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  with  county. 
one  or  more  blank  paper  books,  in  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Clerk  to  copy  or  cause  to  be  copied,  all  the  records  of  the  se- 
veral roads  heretofore  laid  out,  or  which  hereafter  may  be  laid  out, 
in  the  said  county ;   and  the  expense  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the 
said  book  or  books,  and  in  copying  therein  the  said  records,  shall 
be  defrayed  by  the  said  Commissioners  out  of  the  county  stock. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^^ich  copies 
That  the  copies  of  the  said  records  having  been  entered  in  one  or  deemed  mat- 
more  books   as  aforesaid,  and  carefully  collated  with  the  originals  coni!  ^^' 
by  the  said  Clerk,  and  a  certificate  thereof  laid  before  the  Court  of 
General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, as   aforesaid,  shall  from  thenceforth  be  considered  as  matter 
of  record,  and  all  exemplifications  therefrom  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect,  as   if  the  same  were  made  from  the  original  re- 
cords. 

Passed  21st  March,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  245. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXVIIL 

An  ACT  to  confirm  that  part  of  the  road  laid  out  from  Philadelphia 
to  the  borough  of  Tork,  by  West-Chester,  Strasburgh,  and  the 
Blue  Rock,  which  lies  between  Fawks''s  tavern  and  West-Chester. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  ejiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  The  report 
so   much  of  the  road  laid  out  from  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  bltween*^ 
York,  by  West-Chester,  Strasburgh,  and  the   Blue  Rock,  as   lies  ^ern'^and^" 
between  Fawks's  tavern   and   West-Chester,  is  hereby  confirmed,  West-ches- 
agreeably  to  the  review   and  report  made  and  filed  in  the  office  of  ed. 
the   Secretary  of  this   commonwealth,  bearing  date  the  eighteenth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  by 
virtue   of  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  passed  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six ;  and  the  Courts 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  respective  counties,  through  which  the 
said  road  passes,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  opened,  agreeably  to  the  said  report,  and  the  existing 
laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

•      Passed  21st  March,  1798.--Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  246. 
Vol.  III.  2  S 
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1798.  CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXX. 

''^     Jfi  ACT  for  riinnmg  and  ascertaining  certain  lines  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Bedford^  Huntingdon^  Somerset^  and  Westmoreland. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
.  .      7net^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
er°^be  a*!!?'  the  Govemor  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three 
Sn|  part  Commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  running,  marking  and  ascertain- 
af/bltw^n'  ing  part  of  the  lines  between  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Hunting- 
H^t°i^Edi'n  •  ^0"»  according  to  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say ;  begin- 
'  ning  at  the   Old  Gap  in  Sideling-Hill,  where  Sideling-Hill  creek 
crosses  the   same  ;  thence   in  a  straight  line,  by  the  northerly  side 
•of  Sebastian   Shoup's  mill,  on  the  Raystown  branch  of  Juniata  ; 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Elk  Gap,  in  Tussey's  mountain. 
afldaisobe-        Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
tinldo^^d  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  mark,  run  and  ascertain  part  of 
Somerset,      ^ht  lincs  between  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Spmerset,  accord- 
ing to  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say ;  beginning  on  that 
part  of  the  line  between  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Huntingdon, 
near  the  southerly  side  of  Blair's  Mills,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghe- 
ny mountain ;  thence  across   the   said  mountain,  in  a  straight  line, 
to  and  along  the  ridges  dividing  the  waters  of  Conemaugh  from  the 
waters  of  the  Clearfield  and  Chest  creeks,  to  the  line  of  Westmore- 
land county ;  thence  by  the  same  to  the  Old  Purchase  line,  which 
was  run  from  Kittanning  to  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Part  of  the        Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
wesnmoTe-   That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  mark,  run  and  ascertain  part  of 
me?s«  to^be  the  Hucs  between  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Somerset,  ac- 
maiked.        coi'ding  to   the  following-  boundaries,   that  is   to   say ;  beginning 
where  Black  Lick  intersects  the  said  line  or  north  end  of  Laurel- 
Hill  ;  thence  along  the  ridge  of  the  said  hill  north  eastward,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  traced,  or  until  it  runs  into  the  Allegheny-Hill ;  thence 
along  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  Susquehanna  and  the  Alleg- 
heny rivers  to  the  purchase  line,  at  the  head  of  Susquehanna. 
^iots'"'be         Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
made,  and     That  the  Said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  dif- 
thrRMovd"  ferent  duplicate  plots  of  the  lines  so  nm,  and  shall  lodge  one  of 
each°co^nty.  each  thereof  with  the  Recorder  of  deeds  of  each  county  bounded 
by  the  lines  so  riui,  in  order  to  their  being  entered  of  record,  from 
and  after  which  the  said  lines  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  the  bound- 
aries of  the  said  counties,  so  far  as  they  extend. 
Expenses  of       Sect.  V.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
to  be^defrayT  That  tlne   expenses  attending  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined 
^^  upon   the  Commissioners,  so  as  aforesaid  appointed,  shall  be  paid 

by  the  respective  counties  bounded  by  the  said  lines,  in  equal  pro- 
portion for  those  lines  adjoining  them,  foi  which  purpose  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  respective  counties  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw 
warrants  on  the  respective  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  run  the  lines  aforesaid. 

Passed  29tl\  March,  1798.--Recorded  in  I>aw  Book  No.  VI.  page    60 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXXI.  1798. 

^in  ACT  to  repeal  an  act^  entitled  "  An  act  for  raising',  by  way 
of  lottery,  the  smn  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  for  accomplishing 
the  building  a  stone  bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  the  bo^.. 
rough  of  Reading,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.^'* 

Sect.  1.  [THE  powers  and  duties  of  the  commissioners  dis- 
solved, and  the  money  for  tickets  sold,  to  be  refunded.     2.  Provi- 
sion for  settling  their  accounts.     3.  Repeal  of  the  former  act.] 
Passed  29tli  March,   1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  258. 


(See  vdl.  1, 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXXII. 

An  ACT  ?o  annex  part  of  Bedford  county  to  the  county  of  Franklin. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-  2,%^af264j' 
lives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Asseinbly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
all  that  part  of  Bedford  county,  commonly  called  the  little  Cove,  fo*rdMn«td 
and  lying  eastward  of  a  line  to  begin  in  the  Maryland  line,  near  the  toFranWm 
Great  Cove,  or  Tuscarora  mountain,  thence  running  north  easterly 
along  the  summit  of  the  said  mountain,  until  it  intersects  the  pre- 
sent line  between  Bedford  and  Franklin  counties,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  annexed  to  the  county  of  Franklin, 
and  shall,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
for  the  said  county,  be  considered  as  part  of  Montgomery  town- 
ship ;  and  the  electorrs  thereof  shall  meet  at  the  same  place,  and 
hold  their  general  elections  with  the  electors  of  the  township  afore- 
said. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin,  rJnning^nd'^ 
or  at  least  one  of  the  said  commissioners  from  each  county,  shall  reporting  the 
meet,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  aiter  the  passmg  oi  this  act,  ime- 
and  employ  a  skilful  Surveyor  to  run  and  mark,  in  a  plain  and  legi- 
ble manner,  a   line,  under  their  direction,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners 
to  make  report  of  the  course  or  courses,  and  distances  of  the  said 
line,  to  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  their  respective  counties,  ^n^e^h^f' 
there  to  remain  of  record,  as  the  established  line  between  said  coun-  oe  defrayed, 
ties  ;  and  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  running  and  marking 
said  line  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  Franklin  county,  upon 
a   warrant  or  warrants  to  be  drawn  by  the  commissioners  of  said 
county. 

Passed  29th  March,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI,  page  258., 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCLXXXIX. 

Ati  ACT  to  prevent  the  disturbance  of  religious  societies  within  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  time  of  divine  service. 

WHEREAS  by  a  law  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
passed  the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hmidred  and 
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1798.  thirty-one,  religious  societies  were  enabled  to  purchase  and  to  hold 
''-^'V*'^  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  churches  and  houses  of 
religious  worship,  and  all  gifts,  grants  and  purchases,  made  before 
that  time,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  are  ratified  and  confirmed  by 
the  said  law  to  the  respective  religious  societies,  for  whose  use  the 
said  lands  were  granted,  and,  under  the  faith  and  sanction  of  said 
law,  sundry  religious  societies  of  different  denominations  have  been 
induced  to  purchase  certain  pieces  and  parcels  of  ground,  in  such 
places  as  were  most  convenient  in  the  said  city,  and  have  erected 
thereon,  at  great  expense,  churches  and  other  houses  of  religious 
worship,  and  by  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  it  is  de- 
clared, "  that  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  wor- 
ship Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  conscience :" 
And  whereas  it  would  be  nugatory  to  grant  the  said  rights,  without 
securing  the  peaceable  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  them  : 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofReprC' 
sentatives  of  the  co?nmo?iwealth  of  Pennsylvania.,  in  General  Assem- 
F°ious?Lr-  ^^-^  "^^^'  ^"'^  ^'^  ^*  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  .the  same^  That 
ties  to  pre-     it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to   and  for  the  religious  societies  afore- 
gespassing    Said,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
tim'e"?f'di!    and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  and  each  and  every 
vuie  service.  Qf  them  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  by  a  suitable   person 
or  persons,  by  them  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed,  at  the  proper 
costs  and  charges  of  the  said  religious  societies  respectively,  to  ex- 
tend and  fasten    so  many  chains  across  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys, 
and  in  such  place  and  manner,  as  may  be  sufficient  to   hinder  and 
obstruct  all  coaches,  coachees,  chariots,  chaises,  waggons,  and  other 
carriages  whatsoever,  and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  riding  or 
travelling  on  horseback,  from  passing  by  the  said  churches  or  houses 
of  religious   worship    during  the  time    of  divine    service   therein. 
Chains,  how  Provided alzvays,  That  the  said  chains,  or  any  of  them,  be  not  ex- 
press''   ^    tended  and  fastened  across  the  said  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  or  any  of 
streets.        them  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  said  churches  or  houses  of  reli- 
gious worship,  than  twenty  feet  from  the  corner  nearest  to  the  said 
chain:  Aiid provided  ahvays^  That  the  said  chains  be  not  extended 
and  fastened  in  manner  aforesaid  across  the  said  streets,  lanes  and 
alleys,  on  any  other  days  except  Sundays,  commonly  called  the 
liord's  day,  nor  on  those  days,  until  the  commencement  of  divine  ser- 
vice within  the  said  churches  or  houses  of  religious  worship  respec- 
tively: And  provided  also^  That  the  said  chains  shall  be  taken  down 
and  withdrawn  before  it  is  dark,  and  immediately  after  divine  ser- 
vice shall  be  ended  within  the  said  houses  of  worship  respectively, 
.  .  Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

iixjng'posts.  That  in  all  places  where  it  shall  be  necessary  to  erect  and  fix  posts 
in  the  ground,  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  thereto  the  chains  to  be 
extended  across  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
the  said  posts  shall  be  set  up  or  fixed  on  the  brick  pavement  or  foot- 
way, as  near  as  may  be  to  the  street,  without  inconvenience  or  inju- 
ry to  the  same  ;  and  that  previous  to  the  setting  up  any  post  or  posts 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  by  order  and  direction  of  the  said  religious 
societies,  the  person  or  persons,  employed  to  erect  the  same  shall 
give  notice  thereof  to  some  one  of  the  street  commissioners,  who  is 
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hereby  required  to  attend  in  pursuance  of  suchnotice,  and  to  super-  1798. 
intend  and  direct  the  fixing  ana  setting  up  said  posts,  so  that  they  be  * — <~' 
least  injurious  to  the  streets,  Li.es  and  alleys  aforesaid. 

Sect.   hi.   And  be  it  fin-ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  chainsnotro 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be   construed  to  authorize  thro'^^ghth^ 
the  extending  a  chain  or  chains  through  or  under  the  market-house  hJfJsef ' 
or  shambles  in  High-street ;  and  where  any  house  of  religious  wor- 
ship shall  be  opposite  the  same,  the  chain  or  chains  shall  be  extend- 
ed on  each  side  thereof,  and  fastened  to   the  posts  to  be  erected  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  some    convenient  part  of  the  outside  of  the  said 
shambles  or  stalls. 

Sect.   iv.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  rhisactmay 
That  if  any  action  or  suit  shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  evidJnceTn 
any  person,  ior  or  by  reason  of  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  ^'^'"'  '^'^• 
act,  every  person  so  sued  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this 
act,  and  the  special  matter,  in  evidence. 

Sect.    v.   And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty  for 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  remove,  or  cause  to  be  remov-  chTinror 
ed,  the  post  or  ^osts,  chain  or  chains,  to  be   erected  or  placed  by  i*""^' 
virtue  of  this  act,  without  consent  of  the  religious  society  erecting 
or  placing  the  same,  every  such  person  or  persons,  upon  due  proof 
of  such  offence  before  any  Alderman  of  the  said  city,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  debts  under 
twenty  pounds  are  recoverable,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  city. 

Passed  4th  April,  1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  283. 

CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCIII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act  to  enable  the  Governor  to  appoint  No-  [Ante. pa. 
taries  Public^  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.  ^-J 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonruealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^    and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  saine^   That  xhe  Govern^ 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  addi-  °red3a^ 
tional  Notaries  Public  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  whom  p^^^^^j^^° 
shall  hold  his  office  only  during  the  continuance  of  his  residence  in  Notaries 
the  district  of  Southwark,  and  the  other  shall  hold   his  office  only 
during  the  continuance  of  his  residence  in  the  Northern-Liberties, 
under  the  restrictions  and  provisions  contained  in  the   act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  excepting  only  so  much  of  the  first  proviso  in 
the  second  section  of  the  said  act,  as  limits  the  number  of  Notaries 
to  be  appointed  within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  which 
part  of  the  said  proviso,  and  no  more,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  4th  April,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  282. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCIV. 

An  AXyVfor  altering  and  erecting  certain  election  districts. 

Sect.   i.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assevi- 
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1798.    bly  met,  and  it  is  herehj  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Tha^ 
^  v— ^   from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Barre  and 
Jiectiondis^  West,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  shall  be  a  separate  election  dis- 
^^*^™t-trict,  and  shall  be  called  the  seventh  district;  and  the  freemen  with- 
in the  same  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
AVilliam  Murry. 
AiteraUons        Sect.  II.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
»n  the  FUth  rpj^at  SO  Hiuch  of  Morris  township,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon, 
Election      which  lies  within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  beginning  where  the 
HiuiSigUon.  line  of  Morris  and  Tyrone  townships  intersects  the  Canoe.mountain  ; 
thence  along  the  said  mountain  to  the  head  of  the  Fox  Tavern  run ; 
thence  down  the  said  run,  to  the  place  where  the  same  discharges  it- 
self into  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  river  Juniata,   and  which 
is  now  included  in  the  Fifth  Election  District,  be  separated  from  the 
Place  of      same,  and  be  annexed  to  the  Third  Election  District ;  and  the  free- 
tkJns?^  ^^^'^  men  within  the  same  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  Captain  Alexander  Ramsey,  junior,  any  law,  usage  or 
custom,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.. 
Aneweiec-       Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
lr°ecttd'in"  That  the  townships  of  Brunswick  and  Manheim,  in  the  county  of 
Berks  coun-  ggj-j^s,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict ;  and  the  freemen  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Hammer,  in  Orwisburgh,  in  the 
township  of  Brunswick  aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
Erieand  Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

sMpl^in'^Ai/ That  Erie  township,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  shall,  from  and 
leghenr,  .  ^dttx  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  an  election  district ; 
an  election;  ^^^  x!a&  freemen  of  said  district'shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house 
•    now  occupied  by  James  Baird,  in  the  town  of  Erie;  and  that  the 
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township  of  Irwin,    in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected  into  another  election  district;  and 
the  freemen  of   the  said  last  mentioned  district  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Andrews,   in  the  town  of 
Franklin. 
Twoabdi.         Sect.  v.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tionai  <iec-    That  SO  mucli  of  Allegheny  county,  as  is  herein  after  described, 
er°e"ct«iin      ghall  bc  a  Separate  election  district,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Big 
Ai^gheny     gg^^.^(,]jiy  creek  ;  thence  up  the  same  to  the  line  between  Braden's 
and  Alexander's  districts;  thence  along  the  same  to  the  division 
line  between  the  depreciation  and  donation  lands ;  and  thence  along 
the  same  to  the  state  line ;  thence  along  said  line  to  Ohio  river ; 
thence  up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Sewickly  aforesaid ;  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
bv  Samuel  Johnston,  of  the  town  of  Beaver;  and  that  such  parts 
of  Allegheny  county,   as  lies  within  Elder's  district  of  depreciation 
lands,  being  part  of  the  township  of  Deer,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
shall  be  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
/      hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  M'Cor- 
mick,  in  the  town  of  Freeport. 
Proceedings       Sect.  VI.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ihcTenerai*  That  when  any  general  or  special  election  shall  be  holden  for  the 
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county  of  Allegheny,  the  certificates  thereof  being  made  out  agreea-     1798. 
bly  to  law  by  the  judges  of  the  several  districts,  shall  be  taken  in   ^'"'^r-^ 
charge,  and  produced  by  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  each  dis-  electrons  in 
trict,  within  four  days  after  such  election,   in  the  general  meeting  ^ounty!"^ 
of   the  judges  of  the  county,  at  the  court-house  of  the  county ; 
and  the  Judges  so  met  shall  add  together  tlie  number  of  votes  which 
shall  appear  to  be  given  to  any  person  and  persons  throughout  the 
same,  and  shall  otherwise  proceed  as  is  directed  by  law. 

Sect.  vii.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  T^^^^i^iiQi 
That  the  townships  of  Honeybrook,  West-Nantmill,  and  Brandy-  |[^^^i^"of 
wine,  in  the  countv  of  Chester,  be,  and  they  ai-e  hereby  erected  Chester 
into  a  separate  election  district ;    and  shall   be  called  the  Eighth  erected. 
Klection  District;  and  the  freemen  residing  therein,  who  may  be 
qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  shall  from  hence- 
forth hold  their  elections  at  the   Stone   School-House,    near  the 
Manor  Meeting-IIouse,  in  the  township  of  Brandywine  aforesaid. 

Sfxt.  VIII.  jhid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  Fourth 
That  the  township  of  West-Buffaloe,  in  Northumberland  county,  olstrictV 
being  part  of  the  Third  District,  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  i^°"cowity'^' 
of  this  act,  be  struck  off  and  separated  from  the  said  Third  Dis-  erected. 
trict  :  and  the  freemen  within  the   said  township  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  Foster,  in  the  town 
of  Mifflinsburgh,    in  West-Buffaloe  township,    and  be  called  the 
Fourth   District;  and   the  freemen  of  the   MohontoRgo  township.  The  Ninth 
and  that  part  of  Penn's  township  lying  south  east  of  the^  following  u-stJic"^? 
line,  to  wit,  beginning  at  Michael  Warlin's  ferry  on  Susquehanna;  'iiesame 
thence  along  the    Buffaloe  township  line  to  Heisler's  old  mill,  on  erected. 
Penn's  creek ;  thence  up  the  said  creek  to  Southerland's  mill ;  thence 
by  a  straight  line  to  Peter  Goltshalk's,  on  Middle  creek  ;  thence  by 
a  south  line  to  the  top  of  the  Shade  mountain ;  thence   along  the 
same  to  Mohontongo  township  line ;  being  part  of  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict, shall  be  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called 
the  Ninth  District ;  and  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  nov/ 
occupied  by  Jacob  Anderson,  in  the  town  of   Selin's   Grove,    in 
Penn's  township  ;  and  the  freemen  within  the  following  bounds,  to  xheEie- 
wit,  beginning  where  Shoemaker's  road  crosses  Muncy-hiil,  through  uo'n%f5tH*ct 
Torbut  township,  along  said  road,    passing  James  Harrison's,  to  °'u,'^^y^erect- 
Chillisquaque    meetirxg-house ;   thence    along    the  road   leading  to  ^J- 
Danville,    until   it  intersects  the  Mahoning  township  line;  thence 
along  said  line  to  the  north  east  branch  of  Susquehanna;  thence  up 
said  river  to  the  east  end  of  James  Cochran's  plantation ;  thence 
northward,  to  the  east  end  of  John  Wilson's  plantation ;  thence  along 
the  road  to  liittle  Fishing  creek,  at  John  Buckalew's  mill ;  thence 
up  the  said  creek  to   the  line  of  Lycoming  county ;  thence  along 
said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  being  part  of  the  Second,  Seventh, 
and  Eighth  Districts,  shall  be  erected  into  a  separate  election  district, 
to  be  called  the  Eleventh  District;   and  shall  hold  their  elections  at  ' 

the  house  of  Daniel  Berry,  in  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Derry 
township;  and  the  freemen  of  the  township  of  Catawissa,  being  Ti,e Twelfth 
part  of  the  Seventh  District,  shall  be  erected  into  a  separate  election  oistri'ctV 
district,  to  be  called  the  Twelfth  District,  and  hold  their  elections  'he  same 
at  the  house  nc^w  occupied  t>y  Isaiah  Willet,  in  the  town  of  Cata-  erecned. 
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wissa,  in  said  township;  and  the  freemen  of  Mifflin  township,  being 
part  of  the  Seventh  District,  shall  be  erected  into  a  separate  elec- 
tion district,  and  be  called  the  Thirteenth  district,  and  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Getling,  in 
Mifflinsburgh,  in  said  township. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  citizens  of  Derry  and  Armagh  townships,  in  the  county 
of  Mifflin,  who  are  authorized  by  law  to  hold  their  general  elec- 
tions at  the  house  of  Arthur  Buchanan,  shall  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  hold  such  elections  at  the  court-house  in  Lewis- 
town,  in  the  said  county  of  Mifflin. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  af or  esaidy 
That  so  much  of  the  county  ot  Washington,  as  is  included  withia 
the  limits  herein  after  described,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district, 
to  be  called  the  Sixth  District,  beginning  where  the  Washington  and 
Allegheny  county  line  crosses  Robinson's  run,  on  the  waters  of 
Chartier's  creek ;  thence  up  said  run,  to  and  including  the  dwelling- 
house  of  John  M'Donald  ;  thence  to  the  house  know^i  by  the  name 
of  the  Hickory  tavern ;  thence  along  the  road  leading  to  Washing- 
ington,  as  far  as  Thompson's  mill,  on  the  north-west  branch  of 
Chartier's  creek  ;  thence  with  a  direct  line  to  Pees's  mill,  on  the 
south-east  branch  of  said  creek  ;  thence  along  the  road  leading  to- 
ward Andrew  Armstrong's,  until  it  intersects  the  line  of  Hamilton's 
district ;  thence  along  said  line  to  the  Washington  and  Allegheny 
county  line ;  thence  with  said  line  to  Robinson's  run  aforesaid ; 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  in  the 
Academy  at  Canonsburg. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  part  of  Luzerne  county  contained  within  the  following 
bounds,  viz.  beginning  on  the  north  line  of  the  state,  at  the  corner 
of  Northampton  and  Luzerne  counties ;  thence  west,  on  a  straight 
line,  until  it  meets  the  stream  called  Wappasinia;  thence  southerly, 
up  said  stream,  to  the  head  thereof;  thence  continuing  a  south 
course,  to  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  York  line ;  thence 
east,  to  the  line  of  Northampton  county;  thence  north,  on  said  line, 
to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected 
into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  inhabitants  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  same  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  times,  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
William  Corbit,  in  said  district,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Passed   4th  April,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI,  page  293. 
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CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCV.  1798. 

An  ACT  for  continuing  the  present  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Secretary  of  the  cofnmonwealth^  and  the 
Presidents  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,     (f) 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Asseyyi- 
hly  met^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  continuance 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Secretary  of  the  common-  ries^'of  the 
wealth,  and  the  Presidents  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  r"^?"  ^"^^ 
continue  to  hold  and  receive  the  salaries  at  present  allowed  to  them 
by  law,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services. 

Passed  4th  April,    1798. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.   VI.   page  293. 

ffj    The   salary  of  the   Chief  Jus-  commonwealth  £.  750  :     and    of    the 

tice  ot  the   Supreme   Court  is  £.  lUOO  Presidents  of  the   Courts  of   Common 

per  annum  ;  of  the  Assistant  Judjjes  of  Pleas  ;{^.  600  each. -—See  ante,  page  26, 

the  same  ^.  750  each,  y&er  o«?2r/7>i,-    and  chap.   1563.     The  salary  of  the  Presi- 

four  dollars  a  day  each,  for  travelling  dent  of  the  first  district  is  ^.  TSOfcr 

expenses ;    of    the   Secretary  of    the  aiimmi. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCVIL 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  ""An  Act  for  mak-  (Ante,  page 
ing  an  artificial  road  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  ^^'^ 
of  Lancaster.''"' 

FOR  the  more  effectual  preventing  evasions  of  the  salutary 
regulations  intended  in  and  by  the  act  for  making  an  artificial  road 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  Lancaster  : 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by   the   Senate    and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  penaUy  for 
if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  owning,  riding  in,  or  driving  ^^ro'uji 
any  sulkey,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  cart,  waggon,  wain,  sleigh,  sled,  ^^\'^^l^  ^^^^^^ 
or  other  carriage  of  burthen  or  pleasure,  or  owning,  riding,  lead-  '"'?'"^ '° 
ing  or  driving  any  horse,  mare,  gelding,  hogs,  sheep,  or  other  cat-  tumiiike  ; 
tic,  shall  therewith  pass  through  any  private  gate  or  bar,  or  along  or 
over  any  private  passage  way  or  othei  ground,  near  to  or  adjoining 
any  turnpike  or  gate  erected,  or  which  shall  be  erected,  in  pursuance 
of  ilic  ac,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  with  an  intent  to  detruud  the 
eompany,and  evade  the  paymentof  the  toil  orduty  for  passing  tiirough 
any  such  gate  or  turnpike  ;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  with  such  or  taking 
intent  take  off,  or  cause  to  be  taken  off,  any  horse,  mare,  gelding,  or  {^.""^'"a^* 
other  cattle,  from  any  sulkey,  chair,  chaise,  pha;ton,  cart,  waggon, ''='ses; 
wain,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carriage   of  burthen   or  pleasure,  or 
practise  any  other  fraudulent  means  or  device,  with  the  intent  that  or  practising 
the  payment  of  any  such  toll  or  duty  may  be  evaded  or  lessened :  frlail-iltnt 
or  it    any  person  or  persons  having,    claiming  or  taking  the  benefit  orwr'ongfui- 
of  any  exemption  or  privilege,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  said  ^^r  alu"hi"^ 
recited  act,  or  any  clause,  matter  or  thing  herein  9r  therein  sen-  e-'temicions. 

Vol.  in.  2  T 
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tained,  not  being  entitled  thereto,  or  committing  any  fraud  or  abuse 
thereof,  either  by  him,  her  or  themselves,  or  by  giving  any  licence 
to  any  other  person  or  piersoris  not  entitled  to  such  privilege  or  ex- 
emption, whereby,  or  by  means  whereof,  the  said  tolls  or  duties 
might  be  lessened  or  evaded,  or  with  any  such  intent;  all  and 
every  person  and  persons,  in  all  and  every  or  any  of  the  ways  or 
manners  aforesaid  offending,  shall  for  eveiy  such  offence  respective- 
ly, forfeit  and  pay  to  the  President,  Managers  and  Company  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster  turnpike  road,  any  sum  not  less  than 
four,  nor  more  than  fifteen  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  like  manner, 
and  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  as  debts  under  twen- 
ty pounds  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered. 

Sect.  ii.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  break,  deface  or  pull 
up  any  mile-stone  placed,  or  which  shall  be  placed,  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  recited  act,  on  the  side  of  the  road  laid  out  in  pursuance 
thereof,  or  shall  obliterate  the  letters  or  figures  inscribed  thereon, 
or  therein ;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  break,  pull  down,  de- 
stroy or  injure  any  post  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  recited  act,  at  the  intersection  of  any  road  falling  into  and 
leading  out  of  the  said  turnpike  road,  or  the  board  or  index-hand 
affixed  thereto,  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited 
act;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  obliterate  the  letters  or 
figures  inscribed  or  fixed  thereon  ;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
destroy  or  obliterate,  or  in  any  Avise  injure  or  deface  the  letters, 
figures,  or  other  characters  marked  at  any  turnpike  or  gate  erected, 
or  to  be  erected,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  act,  for  all  or  any 
of  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  or  the  vv^hole,  or  any  part  or 
parts  of  any  printed  list  of  the  rates  of  tolls  affixed,  or  to  be  affix- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  act,  at  any 
such  gate  or  turnpike  ;  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  in  the  premises, 
shall,  and  each  of  them  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  severally  and 
respectively  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  President,  Managers  and 
Company,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  like  manner 
as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  H  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may  be  drawn 
along  the  said  road  in  any  cart,  waggon,  or  other  carriage  of  bur- 
then, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  President,  Managers 
and  Company  to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights,  at  or  near 
such  and  so  many  of  the  gates  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  recited  act,  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  where 
there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  suspect  that  any  cart,  waggon, 
or  other  cai-riage  of  burthen,  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is  or  shall 
be  by  law  allowable,  for  their  toll-gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their 
service  or  employment,  to  prevent  the  same  from  passing  such  gate 
or  turnpike,  until  such  cart,  waggon,  or  other  carriage  of  burthen, 
shall  be  drawn  into  the  scales  fixed  or  erected  at  or  near  any  such 
gate  or  turnpike,  and  the  weight  or  burthen  drawn  therein  ascertain- 
ed by  weighing ;  an4  if  the  person  or  persons  driving  or  having  cai*e 
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or  charge  of  any  such  cart,  waggon,  or  other  carriage  of  burthen,    1 798. 
shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  any  such  scales,  for  the  purpose    * — r~-^ 
aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  Jlfuelng  to 
the  said  President,  Managers  and  Company,  any  sum  not  less  dian  sa^e''jo*'^g 
five  nor  more  than  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  here-  weighed. 
in  before  mentioned. 

Sect.  iy.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afo resaid.,  umkztion 
That  if  any  action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  or  prosecuted  by  any  jertiie ""' 
person  or  persons,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  or  the  said  ^^^' 
recited  act,  or  former  supplement  thereto,  in  relation  to  the  premi- 
ses, every  such  suit  or  action  shall  be  commenced  within  six  months 
next  after  the  fact  committed,  and  not  afterwards ;  and  the  defen-  pieadingi 
dant  or  defendants  in  such  action  or  suit  may  plead  the  general  is-  '""^' 
sue,  and  give  this  and  the  said  recited  act,  and  former  supplement,  and 
the  special  matter  in  evidence,  and  that  the  same  was  done  in  pur- 
suance and  by  the   authority  of  this  and  the  said  recited  act,   and 
former  supplement;  and  this   act  shall   be   and  continue  in  force 
during  the  term  of  two  years,  and  no  longer.     Cg'J 

Passed  4tli  April,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  277. 

CsJ  Extended  for   seven   years,  bv     made  perpetual,  by  act   of  1 1th  April, 
act  of  11th  April,    1799,  (chap.  2G81.)     1807,  (chap.  2853  ) 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCVIII. 

^??  ACT  limiting  the  tiijie^  during  xvhich  judgment  shall  be  arseetheact 
lien  on  real  estate.^  and  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  sureties  of^pn^di^^' 
public  officers.  '^t^^t^^, 

vol.  lipa. 

WHEREAS  the  provision  heretofore  made  by  law  for  pre-  ^^'-^ 
venting  the  risque  and  inconvenience  to  purchasers  of  real  estate,  by 
suffering  judgments  to  remain  a  lien  for  aa  indefinite  length  of  time, 
without  any  process  to  continue  or  revive  the  same,  hath  not  been 
effectual :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  co7nmonxuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Lien  of  judg- 
no  judgment  now  on  record  in  any  court  within  this  commonwealth  o^frecordT 
shall  continue  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  of  the  person,  against  whom 
the  same  has  been  entered,  during  a  longer  term  thaji  five  years, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  unless  the  person  who  has 
obtained  such  judgment,  or  his  legal  representatives,  or  other  per- 
sons interested,  shall,  within  the  said  term  of  five  years,  sue  out  of 
the  court,  wherein  the  same  has  been  entered,  a  writ  of  scire  facias, 
to  revive  the  same. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enapted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  p^^<^^ 
That  no  judgment  hereafter  entered  in  any  court  of  record,  within  heie.itter 
this  commonwealth,  shall  continue  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  of  the  '"'" 
person  against  whom  such  judgment  maybe  entered,  during  a  long- 
er term  than  five  years  from  the  first  return  day  of  the  term  of 
which  such  judgment  may  be  so  entered,  unless  the  person  who 
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may  obtain  such  judgment,  or  his  legal  representatives,  or  other 
persons  interested,  shall,  within  the  said  term  of  five  years,  sue  out 
a  writ  of  scire  facias^  to  revive  the  same. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  such  writs  of  scire  facias  shall  be  served  on  the  terre  te- 
nants, or  persons  occupying  the  real  estates  bound  by  the  judgment, 
and  also,  where  he  or  they  can  be  found,  on  the  defendant  or  defen- 
dants, his  or  their  feofite  or  feoffees,  or  on  the  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators  of  such  defendant  or  defendants,  his  or  their  feoffee 
or  feoffees  ',  and  where  the  land  or  estate  is  not  in  the  immediate 
occupation  of  any  person,  and  the  defendant  or  defendants,  his  or 
their  feoffee  or  feoffees,  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
cannot  be  found,  proclamation  shall  be  made  in  open  court,  at  two 
succeeding  terms,  by  the  cryer  of  the  court  in  which  such  proceed- 
ings may  be  instituted,  calling  on  all  persons  interested  to  shew  cause 
why  such  judgment  should  not  be  revived;  and  on  proof  of  due 
service  thereof,  or  on  proclamation  having  been  made  in  the  manner 
herein  before  set  forth,  the  court  from  which  the  said  ,writ  may  have 
issued  shall,  unless  sufficient  cause  to  prevent  the  same  is  shewn  at 
or  before  the  second  term  subsequent  to  the  issuing  of  such  writ, 
direct  and  order  the  revival  of  any  such  judgment,  during  another 
period  of  five  years,  against  the  real  estate  of  such  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, and  proceedings  may  in  like  manner  be  had  again  to  re- 
vive any  such  judgment  at  the  end  of  the  said  period  of  five  years,, 
and  so  from  period  to  period,  as  often  as  the  same  may  be  found 
necessary. 

Sect.  iv.  And  whereas  it  is  reasonable  that  persons  entering 
into  bonds  or  recognizances,  as  sureties  for  any  public  officers, 
should  be  exonerated  from  their  responsibility  within  a  reasonable 
term  after  such  officers  respectively  shall  die,  resign,  or  be  removed 
from  office  :  Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  v/homsoever 
to  commence  and  maintain  any  suit  or  suits  on  any  bonds  or  recog- 
nizances, which  shall  hereafter  be  given  and  entered  into  by  any  per- 
son or  persons,  as  sureties  for  any  public  officer,  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  seven  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  time 
at  which  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued  ;  and  if  any  such 
suit  or  suits  shall  be  commenced,  contrary  to  the  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  the  defendant  or  defendants  respectively  shall  and 
may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence  ;.  and  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  be  non-suit,  or  if  a 
verdict  or  j  udgment  pass  against  him  or  them  respectively,  the  de- 
fendant or  defendants  shall  respectively  recover  double  costs,  (hj 
Passed  4th  April,  1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Bbok  No.  VI.  page  279. 


ChJ  Tlie  editor  has  been  favoured,  by 
the  reporter,  with  the  following  interest- 
ing case  on   the  construction  ot  this  act, 
in  the  Circuit  Court  ol  the  United  Statu. 
Humt  V  Hurst. 

This  was  a  rule  obtained  by  the  exe- 
cutors of  Broivfijobn,  and  other  creditors 
of  Cbarlts  Hurst  upon  the  Marshal,  to 
bring  into  court  the  money  levied  wpon  an 


execution  of  Timothy  Hurst  against  Charles 
Hurst,  to  be  disposed  oi  among  the  appli. 
cants,  according  to  the  priority  of  their 
judgments. 

Tine  judgment  of  Brov-mjohn  was  ob- 
tained in  tlie  State  Court  of  Fennsylva- 
nia,  in  1787,  upon  which  an  execution 
issued  in  the  same  year,  and  sundry 
subsequent  executions,  of  <Dcnditiom  ex- 
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ponas,  issued  down  to  July,  1799,  on 
which  part  of  the  debt  was  levied.  The 
execution  of"  Timothy  Hurst  issued  upou 
a  judgment  recently  obtained  in  this 
court. 

The  claim  of  Byovinjohris  executors 
to  the  money  brought  into  court,  was 
opposed  by  Wilson,  who  obtained  a 
judgment  in  this  court  against  Charles 
Hurst,  in  A\ir\\,  1791.  Tlie  ground  upon 
which  a  preference  was  claimed  for 
this  judgment,  which  was  subsequent 
to  that  of  Broiwijohn,  was,  that  the  lat- 
ter had  lost  his  lien  on  the  lands  of 
Hurst,  by  his  having  omitted  to  sue  out 
a  scire  Jacias  in  pursuance  ol  the  act  of 
Assembly  passed  4th  April,  1798,  de- 
claring that  no  judgment  now  on  re- 
cord sliall  continue  a  lien  beyond  five 
years  from  that  time,  or  from  the  time 
it  is  rendered,  unless  within  that  peri- 
od a  sci  fa.  be  sued  out  and  prosecuted 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Washington,  J.  This  is  a  case  of  the 
first  impression,  and  rising  out  of  a  state 
law.  I  have  only  to  regret  that  it  has 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  court,  to  give  a 
construction  to  it,  before  it  had  been 
considered  and  decided  upon  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  state. 

A  niiiTiber  of  cases  have  been  quoted 
at  the  bar,  which  I  do  not  think  intire- 
ly  applicable  to  this  case  ;  but  as  they 
seem  to  have  a  bearing  upon  it,  it  may 
be  proper  to  notice  them,  and  in  so  do- 
ing, I  shall,  to  save  time,  arrange  them 
in  classes.  They  were  read  in  order  to 
prove  that  the  enacting  clause  of  a  sta- 
tute may  be  construed  narrower  than 
the  words  of  it  import. 

The  statute  of  inrollments  27  Hen.  8, 
gives  rise  to  the  first  class.  The  cases 
under  it  prove,  that  though  the  statute 
declared,  that  no  estate  should  pass  by 
bargain  and  sale,  unless  inrolled  in  six 
months,  yet  that  the  deed  is  valid,  ex- 
cept as  to  subsequent  purchasers  with- 
out notice.  The  reason  of  these  deci- 
sions is  obvious.  The  plain  intention  of 
the  law  was  to  remedy  certain  mis- 
chiefs which  had  resuledfrom  the  sta- 
tute of  uses,  which,  by  tolerating  se- 
cret conveyances  unknown  to  the  com- 
mon law,  was  productive  of  inconveni- 
ences to  those  who  might  afterwards 
become  purchasers  of  the  estate,  with- 
out  knowing  of  such  former  conveyan- 
ces. But  if  the  subsequent  purchaser 
had  notice  of  the  prior  conveyance,  the 
reason  for  passing  the  statute  did  not 
apply. 

It  would  require  great  ingenuity  to 
give  to  these  cases  a  shape  which 
would  throw  light  upon  that  now  under 
consideration.  They  decide  nothing  as 
to  creditors,  and  they  depend  upon  the 
peculiar  circuHistances  wliich  produced 


the  law  upon  which  they  were  found-     l/QS. 

Cases  upon  the  statute  of  Elizabeth, 
to  prevent  fraudulent  conveyances  form 
the  second  class. 

But  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this 
statute  extends  by  ex]>ress  words  to 
creditors  as  well  as  purchasers,  who 
are  not  bound,  though  they  purchase 
with  notice  ;  and  the  reason  is  plain. 
The  conve}ance  is  fraudulent,  and 
fraud,  at  common  law,  avoids  every 
act. 

These  cases  are  therefore  still  more 
inajjplicable  than  the  ioimer. 

"ilie  third  class  relates  to  leases  by 
ecclesiastical  persons  for  a  longer  term 
than  three  lives,  or  21  years.  Such 
leases  were  considered  as  void  only 
against  the  successors,  because  tiiey 
alone  were  intended  to  be  protected  by 
the  clear  intention  of  the   Legislature. 

These  cases  only  prsjve,  tiiat  where 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  is  plain, 
that  intention  will  control  tlie  positive 
w(n-ds  of  a  statute  ;  a  position  which  is 
not  denied,  but  which  as  applied  to  the 
present  case  is  a  begging  of  the  ques- 
tion in  dispute. 

The  registry  act  of  Anne  gives  rise  to 
the  fourth  class.  That  statute  avoids 
all  secret  conveyances,  not  registered 
within  a  limited  time,  as  to  subsequent 
purchasers  and  mortgagees  for  valuable 
consideration. 

The  cases  decide,  that  such  deeds 
though  not  registered  according  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  act,  are  nevertheless 
good  against  purchasers  with  notice. 
The  reason  is,  that  if  they  have  notice, 
the  conveyance  is  not  a  secret  one,  and 
therefore  not  within  the  statute. 

Next  come  a  class  of  cases  more  appo- 
site to  the  present,  whicli  will  deserve 
more  [^articular  notice.  I  mean  those  de- 
termined upon  the  statute  4  and  5  Wil- 
liam  and  Mary  c.  20,  for  docketing 
judgments.  It  declares  that  judgments 
not  docketed  shall  not  affect  lands  as  to 
purchasers  or  mortgagees,  or  have  a 
preference  against  heirs  and  executors^ 
so  as  to  affect  them,  so  likewise  the 
statute  of  frauds,  29  ch.  2,  declares 
that  judgments  shall  be  docketed  when 
signed,  and  that  the  enrollment  of  re- 
cognizances shall  be  set  down  in  the 
margin  of  the  roll  within  a  fixed  time, 
and  that  as  to  boua  jide  purchasers  for 
valuable  consideration  they  shall  be 
considered  in  law,  as  judgments  only 
from  the  time  they  are  so  signed  and 
set  down,  and  shall  not  relate. 

At  common  law  we  know  that  re- 
cognizances when  enrolled  related  to 
the  caption,  and  judgments  to  the  first 
day  of  the  term. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  decisions 
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1 796.     "wliicli  have  beea  made  upen  this  sta- 
»   ...    _    M   tuie. 

"^  In  Sfa-unders'  Reports  2d  vol.  part  1, 

pa.  9,  note  6,  it  is  stated  that  that  part 
of  this  statute  which  respects  the  lien 
ofjudgments  on  lands  is  applicable  only 
to  purchasers,  and  not  to  Judgment 
creditois,  for  that  purchasers  only  are 
protected  by  the  worJs  of  the  law. 
That  this  is  the  case  even  as  to  that 
part  of  the  statute  which  respects 
goods,  which  is  g-eneral,  and  does  not 
particularly  mention  purchasers.  That 
the  law  is  the  same  as  to  judgments 
under  the  statute  of  WHliain  and  Mary, 
except  that  as  to  heirs  and  executors 
in  the  administration  of  tite  estate, 
judgments  not  docketed  are  considered 
as  simple  contract  debts. 

Iji  the  case  of  Robinson  v.  Tonge,  3 
r.  Wms.  399,  it  is  said,  that  the  sta- 
tute  of  frauds  concerns  purchasers  only 
and  not  creditors,  who  remain  as  at  com- 
mon law. 

The  case  from  Prec  Chan,  473,  de- 
clares in  eli'ect  the  same  principle  ;  for 
a  creditor  advancing  money  on  the 
credit  of  a  judgment  may  well  sti\nd  in 
a  different  situation  from  a  general 
judgment  creditor,  since  he  may  (in 
equity)  be  considered  as  a  quasi  pur- 
chaser or  mortgagee. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  statute 
^  of  frauds  of  this  state,  and  the  state 
decisions  upon  it.  This  statute  passed 
in  1772,  and  as  to  judgments  is  an  ex- 
act copy  of  the  English  statute  of 
frauds.  It  enacts,  &c.  (see  vol.  1,  pa, 
389.) 

In  Hooton  V.  IVill,  1  Dallas  450.  The 
court  were  unanimous,  thar  a  judgment 
related  back  so  as  to  cut  out  a  domes- 
tic attachment,  which,  it  seems  agreed, 
lays  as  firm  hold  of  the  land  as  any  lien 
possibly  can.  In  the  case  decided  in 
the  Common  Pleas  no  regular  judgment 
was  pronounced. 

In  the  case  of  Welsh  v.  Murray,  At 
Dallas,  320,  it  was  decided,  tliat  the 
judgment  first  entered  must  be  first 
paid ;  which  seems  to  shew,  tliat  the 
cwurt  considered  that  the  statute  of 
frauds  of  this  state  respecting  the  re- 
lation of  a  judgment,  applied  to  judg- 
ment creditors  as  well  as  to  purcha- 
sers. 

Unless  the  latter  case  was  decided 
upon  the  practice,  of  whicli  some  evi- 
dence was  given,  (and  if  it  were,  it 
•will  prove  nothing  as  to  cojtstruction, 
and  will  therefore  be  unimportant  in  the 
view  which  I  shall  take  of  this  ca.ee,) 
it  will  be  difficult,  nor  shall  I  attempt 
to  reconcile  it  with  that  of  Hooton  v. 
Will.  If  the  cases  are  in  opposition  to 
e.ich  other,  I  must  resort  to  the  English 
decisions  on  a  statute  precisely  similar 


to  that  of  this  state,  whicii  it  appears 
confine  the  statute  to  the  case  of  pur- 
chasers and  do  not  extend  to  judgment 
creditors. 

This  principle  being  approved  and 
adopted  by  this  court,  we  come  more 
immediately  to  the  statute  under  con- 
sideration, when  the  importance  of  the 
principle  in  assisting  the  construction 
of  the  st.atute  will  be  pointed  out. 

Let  it  be  premised,  that  a  literal  and 
strict  construction  of  the  enacting  clause 
cannot  be  insisted  on.  It  would  be  too 
much  to  ijisist  that  a  purchaser  with 
notice  of  Brownjohn's  judgment,  or  that 
Hurst,  the  defendant,  could  take  advan- 
tage of  the  judgments  not  having  been 
revived  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the 
statute.  This  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  obvious  intention  of  the  law.  We 
miist  then  depart  in  some  measure  from 
the  letter  of  the  enacting  clause. 

I  admit  the  soundness  of  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  opponents  of  Brovin- 
jo/w'i  judgment,  that  the  preamble  is 
only  to  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  ex- 
plain an  ambiguity  appearing  in  the  en- 
acting clause.  But  this  preamble  is 
worthy  of  notice,  as  it  refers  to  a  for- 
mer law  which  it  is  intended  to  render 
more  effectual.  The  latter  law  has  in- 
deed  been  termed  by  the  counsel  for 
Wilson,  a  supplement  to  the  former. 
The  preamble  requires  us  to  consider 
it  as  such,  though  being  in  pari  mate- 
rw,  they  might,  and  ought  to  have  been, 
considered  together,  were  the  pream- 
ble out  of  the  questioti. 

The  law  to  which  we  are  thus  refer- 
red, is  the  act  of  frauds  passed  in  1772. 
Taking  it  in  conjunction  with  the  law 
under  consideration,  we  at  once  discover 
the  n>ischiefand  the  remedy;  not  from 
the  preamble  alone,  but  from  that  and 
the  enacting  clause  taken  together. 

What  was  the  old  law  ?  That  judg- 
ments should  not  relate  back,  or  be  a 
lien  on  lands,  as  against  bonajide  pwh- 
chasers,  or  mortgagees,  but  from  the 
time  they  were  signed  and  enrolled. 

The  mischief  which,  notwithstanding 
this  law,  still  existed  was  ;  that  after  a 
great  length  of  time,  purchasers  might 
find  it  difficult  to  discover  what  judg- 
ments were  outstanding  so  as  to  aflect 
the  land  they  wished  to  purchase. 
The  lien  extending  to  all  the  lands  of 
the  debtor,  no  person  could  safely  know, 
what  part  he  might  safely  purchase. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  the  last  law  re- 
quires the  judgment  creditor,  within 
five  years  to  sue  out  a  sci.  fa.  and  to 
give  public  notice  of  its  existence  that 
all  tlte  world  may  know  what  and  where 
the  judgment  is. 

But  who  are  the  persons  for  whose 
benefit  this  additional  remedy  is  provx- 
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9ed  ]  Surely  those  in  favour  of  whom 
the  former  law  had  been  made,  but 
wliich  was  not  found  to  be  efiectual. 
To  extend  the  law  to  otlier  persons 
would  be  repugnant  not  only  to  the  pre- 
amble, but  to  the  enacting-  clause  also, 
if  we  are  to  consider  the  two  laws  to- 
gether, which  is  certainly  proper.  It 
would  provide  a  remedy  where  none 
was  intended. 

How  then  do  the  two  laws  read  to- 
gether ?  Judgments  shall  be  enrolled  at 
tlie  time  they  were  signed,  or  they 
shall  not  by  relation  tii&ct  a.  bona  JiJe 
purchaser  or  mortgagee,  and  as  to  such 
persons  the  lien  of  the  judgment  credi- 
tor shall  cease,  unless  the  judgment  be 
revived  in  five  years  by  a  sci.  fa.  This 
,  reading  produces  a  perfect  harmony  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  new  law. 

That  this  was  the  intention  of  the 
law  is  further  manifested  fronp  the 
third  section  of  it,  which,  noticing  those 
who  may  be  interested,  directs  the  sci. 
fa.  to  be  served  on  the  debtor  or  his  re- 
presentatives, his  alienees  and  terrete  ■ 
nants.  If  the  judgment  creditor  had 
been  an  object  of  the  law,  and  intended 
to  be  protected  by  it,  why  not  have  di- 
rected the  writ  to  have  been  served  on 
him  who  might  as  easily  have  been 
found  as  the  alienee  ? 

I  think  it  not  improper  to  make  some 
general  observations  on  the  cases  which 
I  before  noticed  under  classes. 

In  not  one  of  them  are  creditors  no- 
ticed, except  iQ  the  following  instan- 
ces. 


1.  Those  imder  the  Statute  of  £/fefl. 
hcth,  against  fraudulent  conveyances,  and 
in  that  creditors  are  specially  mention- 
ed. 

2.  Wliere  the  creditor  is  considered 
quasi  puuclutser,  as  where  he  advances 
money  on  the  credit  of  tiie  judgment, 
b'usting  to  that  as  his  security  without 
notice  of  the  prior  judgment.  Prec. 
Chan.  478.  And  that  this  distinction  iff 
closely  observed  appears  from  those  de- 
cisions in  equity,  which  establish  even 
an  agreement  to  sell  iandsy&g&inst  a  judg- 
ment creditor,  and  which  prevent  a 
prior  judgment  creditor  ftom  tacking 
it  to  a  subsequent  mortgage,  though  in 
the  first  case  the  agreement  would  not 
prevail  against  a  mortgage,  and  in  the 
latter,  a  prior  mortgage  obtaining  a  sub- 
sequent judgment  may  tack  the  latter 
to  the  former  against  an  intermediate 
incumbraiuie,  Fi?ich  v.  Winchelsea,  1  P. 
Wms.  278.  2  Vez.  662-3-  The  reason 
is  plain.  The  judgment,  thoug-h  a  lien, 
is  not  a  specific  lien  on  the  land,  that 
is,  the  creditor  did  not  go  on  the  secu-:^ 
rity  of  the  land^  but  trusted  to  the 
general  credit  of  the  debtor  and  of  his 
estate. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
judgment  of  Brovaijohn  must  prevail 
against  the  other  judgment  creditors^ 
flV.  MSS.  Reports.  J 

An  execution  within  a  year  and  a  day, 
continues  the  lien  of  a  judgment,  with- 
out resorting  to  a  scire  facias,  under  the 
act  in  tlie  text.  Yoimg  y.  Taylor,  2  Bin- 
ney,  218. 


1798. 


CHAPTER  MDCCCCXCIX. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  esfablishmg-  LOrif^msixt 
and  building  a  bridge  across   Conestogoe  creek.^  in  the  county  o/'Iaii]'^^ 
LancasterJ''* 

Sect.  1.  [ABRAHAM  WITMER  empowered  to  build  a  bridge 
across  Conestogoe  creek.  Provided.,  That  the  said  Abraham  Witmer,  fjfj"*^"" **^ 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  will,  as  soon  as  the  new  bridge  is  com- 
pleted, remove  the  old  bridge,  and  leave  a  passage  of"  twenty  feet 
on  the  said  road,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  new  bridge,  and  at 
both  ends  thereof,  for  the  use  of  all  those  who  may  think  proper  to 
pass  and  repass  the  said  creek,  without  going  over  the  said  bridge  : 
and  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  enable  the 
said  Abraham  ^itmer,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  to  prevent,  by  the  said 
erection,  any  person  or  persons,  with  or  witiiout  horses,  carriages, 
or  cattle  of  any  kind,  from  passing  the  said  creek  free  from  toll,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
unless  the  said  Abraham  AVitmer,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  cause  a 
passage  to  be  opened  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  old  bridge,  where- 
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1.798.    by  the  aforesaid  creek  may  be  crossed  free  from  toll,  with  as  much 
•^m^fmmJ    safety  and  convenience  as  on  the  north  side  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  [Rates  of  toll,  penalties,  &c.  as  in  original  act.  3.  Power 
ot  the  Legislature  to  make  the  bridge  free.  4.  Partial  repeal  of  the 
original  act.] 

Passed  4th  April,   1798.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VI.  page  297- 


CHAPTER  MM. 

A)i  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  this  conrmonwealth  to  incor- 
porate a  company^  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  DelawarCy 
at  or  near  Trenton. 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  to  receive  subscriptions  for 
erecting  a  bridge  over  Delaware,  at  Trenton.  Form  of  subscrip- 
tion. Proceedings  to  obtain  subscriptions.  Sum  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  subscribing.  2.  Proceedings  to  obtain  a  cliarter  of  incor- 
poration. Corporate  style  to  be  "  The  president,  managers  and  com- 
pany, for  ei'ecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  DelaAvare,  at  or  near 
Trenton,"  and  to  have  the  usual  corporate  powers.  3.  Proceed- 
ings to  organize  the  corporation.  Its  officers.  Limitation  of  the 
number  of  votes.  4.  Annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  to  be  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May.  5.  Certificates  of  stock,  tiow  to  be  issued 
and  transferable.  6.  Proceedings  and  powers  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, prescribed.  7.  Penalty  for  making  default  in  paying  subscrip- 
tions. 8.  Power  to  take  materials  from  the  neighbouring  grounds 
to  build  the  bridge,  making  amends,  &c.  9.  Accounts  of  the  com- 
pany to  be  kept.  When  the  number  of  shares  may  be  increased, 
10.  The  property  of  the  bridge  vested  in  the  company.  What 
tolls  may  be  collected.  The  navigation  and  fording  not  to  be  ob- 
structed by  the  bridge.  11.  Two  oxen  to  pay  equal  to  one  horse. 
12.  Penalty  for  injuring  the  bridge.  13.  For  extorting  higher  tolls 
than  the  act  allows.  Limitation  of  suits.  14.  Account  to  be  kept 
of  tolls,  and  dividends  of  profits  to  be  made.  15.  Accounts  to  be 
laid  before  the  Legislature.  When  tolls  may  be  raised ;  or  dimi- 
/»fhis  nished.  16.  This  act  suspended  till  a  similar  act  is  passed  by  the 
been^com-  Legislature  of  New-Jersey.  Time  for  commencing  and  finishing 
pieted.)       the  work.*] 

Passed  4thi  April,  179S.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  285. 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


General  assemlilp  of  ^ennspl\)anta. 


Passed  daring  the  ninth  General  Assembly,  which  co.m^ 
menced  4th  December,  1798,  and  ended  11th  of  April, 
1799. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  governor.  /^^^' 

ROBERT  HARE,  speaker  of  the  senate,  W-r*- 

CADWALADER  EVANS,  speaker  of  the  house  of 

REPRESENTATIVES. 


CHAPTER  MML 


An  ACT  to  divide  the  secojid  election  district  in  the  county  of  Hunt- 
ingdon* 

Sect.   i.    BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  J^|!c^'ondis. 
the  township  of  Shirley,  and  all  that  part  of  the  township  of  Spring-  '}'« «*  """;; 
field,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  lying  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  ty  erectetu 
the  Black  Log  mountain,  being  part  of  the  second  election  district, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate  election 
district,  to  be   called  the  eighth  election  district,  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John 
Palmer,  in  the  town  of  Shirleysburgh.     And  the  township  of  Dub- 
lin,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  township  of  Springfield,  in  the 
county  of  Huntingdon,   shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be 
called  the   second  election  district ;    and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  George  Hudson,  in 
Dublin  township,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  16th  Januarj^,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  YI.  page  318. 

Vol.  UI.  2  U 
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(1/99.  CHAPTER  MMII. 

An  ACT  to  declare  Frankford  creek,  a  public  highivay. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Frankford  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
dared  a  pub-  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Frankford  creek,  in  the 
He  highway-  county  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  Joseph  I. 
Miller's  land,  opposite  to  the  race  bridge  across  the  Bristol  road, 
or  main  street  in  Frankford,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  a  public  highway,  for  the  passage  of  all  kinds  of  ves- 
sels and  rafts,  which  may  float  therein ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  inhabitants  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the 
said  creek  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  said  Frankford  creek  up  to  the  aforesaid  Joseph  I. 
Miller's  land,  opposite  to  the  race  bridge  across  the  Bristol  road,  or 
main  street  in  Frankford,  so  that  the  said  creek  shall  be  navigable 
sixty-six  feet  in  width  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  in  any  wise  affect  or  injure  the  stone  arched  bridge  now  erected 
on  the  Bristol  road,  across  the  said  Frankford  creek. 

Passed  16th  January,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  pa^e  SIT. 


(See  chap,' 
384,  vol.  1, 
pa.  203,  and 
the  notes 
thereto.) 


Rstates-tail 
may  be  bar- 
red by  deed 
of  grant,  bar. 
gaiR  and  sale. 


How  estates- 
tail  hereto- 
fore sold 
may  be  con- 


CHAPTER  MMIII. 

An  ACT  to  facilitate  the  barring  of  entails. 

WHEREAS  common  recoveries  are  now  Considered  as  a  mode 
of  conveyance,  by  which  tenants  in  tail  are  enabled  to  convey  and 
dispose  of  their  lands  and  tenements,  but  the  said  mode  of  convey- 
ance is  attended  with  a  heavy  expense,  and  in  many  cases  with  great 
inconvenience  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  any  person  or  persons  seized 
of  any  estate-tail  in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder,  shall  have 
full  power  to  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  any  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments,  whereof  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  so  seized,  by 
such  manner  and  form  of  conveyance  or  assurance,  as  any  person 
seized  of  an  estate  in  fee-simple  may  by  the  laws  of  this  state  grant, 
bargain,  sell,  and  convey  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
whereof  such  person  is  seized  of  an  estate  in  fee-simple ;  and  all  and 
every  such  grants,  bargains,  sales  and  conveyances  of  any  person 
or  persons,  so  seized  in  tail,  shall  be  good  and  available,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  against  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  whom 
the  grantor,  bargainor  or  vendor,  might  or  could  debar  by  any  mode 
of  common  recovery,  or  by  any  way  or  means  whatever,  any  law 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  where  any  person  or  persons,  having  been  seized  of  any  es- 
tate-tail, in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder,  of  any  lands,  tene- 
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ments  or  hereditaments,  hath  or  hive  granted,  bargained,  sold  or     1799^. 
conveyed  the  same  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  for  a  good  and  valuable    *— v-^^ 
consideration,  in  tlie  same  manner  and  form  of  conveyance  and  as-  to'thepnr-^* 
surance,  as  if  he,  she  or  they  had  been  seized  t;hereof  in  fee-sim-  «*>'5er. 
pie,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  persons,  and  his, 
her  or  their  heirs,  inheritable  to  such  estate-tail,  to  convey  and  con- 
firm such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  to  such  purchasers 
thereof,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  such 
form  of  conveyance,  as  he,  she  or  they  might  have  done,  had  he, 
she  or  they,  at  the  time  of  such  grant,  bargain,  sale  or  conveyance, 
been  seized  of  the  said  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  in  fee - 
simple ;  and  that  such  conveyance  and  confirmation  shall  b,e  good 
and  available  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons  claiming  by  virtue  of  such  estate-tail,  or  in  remainder  or  re- 
version after  such  estate-tail,  as  such  grantor,  bargainor  or  vendor    - 
might  or  could  have  debarred  by  any  mode  of  common  recovery, 
or  by  any  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  previously  to  such  grant, 
bargain,  sale  or  conveyance,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.    Provided  alwai/s,  That  every  grantor,  bargainor  or  The  intent 
vendor,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall,  in  the  conveyance  or  assurance  entau%'han 
made  by  him,  her  or  them,  state  his,  her  or  their  intention  thereby  ^^  1]^^'^^^^, 
to  debar  any  estate -tail,  in  possession,  reversion  or  remainder,  that 
he,  she  or  they  has   or  have  in  the  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, so  intended  to  be  granted.     And  provided  a/so,  That  every  '^^^^l^'^^^ 
conveyance  or  assurance  by  virtue  of  this  act,  being  first  proved  or  in  the  county 
acknowledged  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  shall,  lands  He. 
in  open  court,  on  motion,  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  commonwealth,  or  on  the  records  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  county,  in  v/hich  the  said  lands  or  tenements 
so  granted  lie,  in  the  manner  commonly  used  with  respect  to  sher- 
iffs' deeds,  and  shall  also  be  recorded  within  six  months  next  after 
the  execution  of  the  said   conveyance  or  assurance,  in  the  county 
where  the  said  lands  or  tenements  so  granted  shall  lie. 

Passed  16th  January,  irgQ.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI  page  318. 


CHAPTER  MIMIV. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  John  Canan  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  over  the 
Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata  river. 

Sect.  1.  [JOHN  CANAN  empowered  to  erect  a  toll-bridge 
over  the  Frankstown  branch  of  Juniata  river.  Rates  of  to^l.  Pri- 
vate property  not  to  be  encroached  upon,  nor  the  navigation  inter- 
rupted. 2.  Paupers  shall  be  exempt  from  paying  toll.  3.  Ac- 
counts to  be  laid  before  the  Quarter  Sessions.  When  tolls  may  be 
reduced.  4.  Time  limited  for  commencing  and  finishing  the  bridge. 
5.  When  and  on  what  terms  the  bridge  may  be  made  free.  6.  Pro- 
ceedings in  case  the  bridge  is  not  kept  in  repair,  by  summary  inqui- 
sition by  precept  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.] 

Passed  I9th  February,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI,  page  S2?.  - 
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1709.  CHAPTER  MMV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  town  of  Greenesburgh^  in  the  county  of  West- 
moreland, into  a  borough. 

Sect.  1.  [GREENE SBURGH  erected  into  a  borough.  Its 
boundaries.  2.  Who  may  elect,  and  who  may  be  elected  borough 
officers.  3.  Manner  and  time  of  holding  and  certifying  the  bo- 
rough elections.  4.  Powers  of  the  borough  officers.  Limitation 
of  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  assessed.  Proceedings  to  regulate 
the  same,  5.  The  borough  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Bui^esses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Greenesburgh,  in  the 
coumy  of  Westmoreland,"  with  the  usual  corporate  powers.  6. 
Provision  for  erecting  a  market-house.  T.  Penalty  for  refusing  to 
serve  in  borough  offices.     8.  Qualifications  of  the  borough  officers.] 

Passed  9th  February,   1799.-.^Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  322. 


CHAPTER  MMIX. 

An  ACT   to  regulate   the  general  elections  within   this  cotntnoU' 

xvealth. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House    of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyhania,  z?z  General  Assem- 
•VThomay      f>ly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
t'u.nsf  ^'^^"  ^^  general  elections  within  this  commonwealth  shall  be  held  and 
conducted  by  Judges,  Inspectors,  and  Clerks,  to  be  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed as  is  herein  after  directed  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  admitted 
to  vote  at  any  general  or  special  election,  or  for  Inspectors  thereof, 
other  than  citizens  of  this  state  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or 
more,  and  who  have  resided  therein  two  years  next  before  the  elec- 
tion, and  within   that  time  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall 
have  been  assessed  at  least  six  months  before  the  election ;  provided, 
that  the  sons  of  citizens  qualified  as  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of 
twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  although 
they  shall  not  have  paid  taxes ;  and  every  citizen,  having  paid  taxes 
and  resided  as  aforesaid,  and  claiming  a  right  to  vote,  shall  make  due 
iSerrhtBcf  P^°°^  thereof  as  follows,  viz.  First,  That  he  is  a  natural  born  citi- 
citizenship.   zcu  of  this  State,  or  was  settled  therein  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  ',  or  hav- 
ing been  a  foreigner,  who  since  that  time  came  to  settle  therein,  he 
hath  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  same  on  or  be- 
fore the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  agreeably  to  the  then  existing  constitution  and  laws ;  or. 
Secondly,  That  he  is   a  natural  born  citizen  of  some  other  of  the 
United  States,  or  had  been  lawfully  admitted  or  recognized  as  a 
citizen  of  some  one  of  the  said  states  on  or  before  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety ;  or.  Thirdly ^ 
How  citizen.  That,  having  been  a  foreigner  or  alien,  he  hath  been  naturalized 
Koved?"'"  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.     That  as  evidence 
of  his  having  been  naturalized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  th<?  United 
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States,  he  shall  produce  a  certificate  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the     1799. 
court  wherein   such  naturalization  took  place;  that  as  evidence  of   ^— v— ' 
his  being  a  natural  born  citizen  of  this  state,  or  resident  therein  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day'of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  or  a  natural  born  citizen  of  some  other  of  the 
United  States,  if  required  by  any  Inspector  or  Judge  of  the  election, 
he  shall  be   examined  on  his  oath  or  affirmation  ;  that  as  evidence 
of  his  having  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  this  state 
on  or  before  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  or  of  having  been  lawfully  admitted  or  recog- 
nized as  a  citizen  of  some  other  of  the  United  States  on  or  belore 
the  said  day,  if  required  by  any  Inspector  or  Judge  of  the  election, 
he  shall  produce  a  certificate  in  due  form  from  some  Judge,  Pro- 
thonotary,  or  Cltrk  of  a  Court,  Mayor,  Alderman,    Recorder,  or 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  shall  be  examined  on  his  oath  or  affirma- 
tion ;    and  if  by  such  certificate  or  examination  as  aioresaid  it  shall 
appear  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  this  state,  qualified  to  elect,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  his  vote  shall  be  received  by  the  In- 
spector of  the  township,  ward  or  district,  in  which  he  resides. 

Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthoritij  aforesaid^  na^3.nA 
That  the  Inspectors  of  the  general  election  shall  be  chosen  by  bal-  s[,ec"oJ"" 
lot,  on  the  [Saturday]  next  preceding  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  ^^^^^^^ 
in  each  and  every  yeai',  at  such  place  in  each  town,  township,  v/ard 
or  district,  as  the  citizens  have  generally  met  at  for  that  purpose, 
public  notice  of  which  shall  be  given  by  the  Constable  or  Constables, 
by  six  or  more  written  or  printed  advertisements,  affixed  at  as  many 
of  the  most  noted  and  public  places  therein,  at  least  om-  week  be- 
fore the  said  day  ;  and  the  election  shall  be  opened  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  by  the  said  Constable  or  Constables, 
to  be  assisted  by  two  qualified   citizens,   chosen  by  such  citizens 
qualified  to  vote  as  shall  be  then  present,  and  the  said  Constable  or 
Constables  and  assistants  shall  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
citizens  residing  within  the  said  town,  township,  ward  or  district, 
who  shall  offer  their  votes  for  Inspector,  and  shall  conduct  the  said 
election  in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner,  and  keep  the  same  open  un- 
til six  o'clock  in  the  same  afternoon,  when  the  poll  shall  be  closed, 
the  number  of  votes  ascertained,  and  the  person  highest  in  votes 
publicly  declared  ;  and  the  said  Constable  and  assistants  shall  make  -rhereiuiTi 
out  duplicate  certificates  of  the  said  election,  under  their  hands,  one  tions, 
of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the  person  chosen,  or  left  at  his  usual 
place  of  abode  by  the  said  Constable,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
and  the  other  he  shall  deliver  to  the  agents  appointed  for  opening 
the  general  election  at  the  place  and  on  the  day  appointed  lor  hold- 
ing the  same,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  ;  the  qualified  citizens  Number  of 
of  the  township  of  the  Northern-Li!)crties  and  the  district  of  South-  t^te'^eiected. 
wark  shall,  respectively,  choose  each  two  Inspectors,  and  each  and 
every  town,  township,  ward  or  district,  shall  each  choose  one  In- 
spector ;  and  if  any  Constable  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  Penalty  on 
duties  herein  required  of  him,  he  shall  lorfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  dol-  ^'/."frefufo 
lars ;  and  in  case  of  the  neglect,  refusal,  death  or  absence  from  the  "'^^^^J^^^"' 
county  of  any  Constable  or  Constables,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  skiu  act  in 
of  the  township,  ward  or  district,  except  in  such  township,  ward  or 
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1 799.     district,  ^V^herc  there  shall  be  no  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  such  case 
^— V— '   the  Supervisors  of  the  highways,  shall  perform  the  duties  herein 
required  to  be  done  by  the  Constable  or  Constables,  under  the  like 
penalties,  except  that  the  said  Overseers  or  Supervisors  of  the  high- 
ways shall  not  be  required  to  give  more  than  four  days  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  said  election, 
Therespec-       [Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaicl, 
oFco^mon    That  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  several  and  respective 
Pleas  shall    couiities  in  this  commonwealth  shall,  at  their  term  held  next  before 

appoint  •       ri  1  •  1  1 

agents  to      the  third  Monday  m  September,  in  each  and  every  year,  appoint 

places  of      two  Justices  of  the  Peace  or  other  qualified  citizens  residing  in  each 

e  ecuon.       election  district,  if  the  county  is  divided  into  election  districts,  but 

if  not,  then  two  such  persons  for  the  county  at  large,  as  agents, 

Thedutyof       ,        '  •       i     n  i     ^  i  ^i  ,        '  •    .    j    r       u    ij- 

suuti  agents,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  place  appointed  tor  nolamg 
,  . ,  the  election  for  the  district  or  county  for  which  they  are  appointed, 

(Repealed.)  .  ,,,-ir  r    ^        •,  /-t-  • 

at  nine  o  clock  in  the  lorenoon  oi  the  day  or  election,  to  receive 
from  the  several  Constables  the  returns  of  the  persons  chosen  In- 
spectors ;  to  swear  or  affirm  the  said  Inspectors,  Judges  of  election 
and  Clerks,  and  to  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  the  first,  fifth,  seventh 
and  ninth   sections  of  this  act,  and  such  other  parts  thereof,  as  in 
their  judgment  are  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Judges,  In- 
spectors and  Clerks,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  said  election ;  and 
shall  also  deliver  to  the  said  Inspectors  the  list  of  taxables  and  blank 
forms  or  returns,  which  shall  have  been  delivered  to  them,  or  either 
of  them,  by  the  County  Commissioners,  agreeably  to  the  directions 
How  their     of  this  act ;  and  the  Prothonotaries  of  each  county  shall,  within 
fh^i'be  no"   three  days  after  the  appointment  of  such  agents  has  been  made,  de- 
tified.  liver  a  certified  transcript  of  the  said  appointments  to  the  Sheriff  of 

the  county,  who  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  same  on  each  of  the  said 
rte" agents     ageuts  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day  of  election ;   and  if  any  of 
neglect  their  ^^  ^^^^  agents  shall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  place  of  election  for 
which  he  shall  be  appointed,  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
clay  of  election  ;  or  refuse  to  take  upon  him  and  perform  the  duties 
by  this  act  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, unless  he  render  a  sufficient  reason  for  non-attendance  to  the 
'  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  who  are  hereby 

authorized  to  enquire  into  the  same,  and  determine  accordingly ; 
and  in  case  neither  of  the  said  agents  should  attend  as  aforesaid, 
then  any  alderman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  may  be  present 
shall  administer  the  oaths  or  affirmations  required  to  be  taken  by 
the  Inspectors,  Judges  and  Clerks  j  but  if  no  Alderman  or  Justice 
of  the  Peace  be  present,  then  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  election 
shall  administer  the  same.] 
Of  the  In-  Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

jud&'w  and  That  the  Inspectors  chosen  as  aforesaid  shall  meet  at  nine  o'clock 
cierts  of  the  in  the  forenoou  of  the  day  of  election,  at  the  places  respectively  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  same  for  the  district  or  county  to  which 
they  belong,  and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  choose  and  take 
to  their  assistance,  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  seven,  and  for  any 
other  district  not  less  thjfi  three,  nor  more  than  five  respectable 
citizens,  qualified  to  vote,  who  shall  be  Judges  of  the  election  in 
tbe  said  city  or  districts  respectively ;  and  the  Judges  and  Insjiec- 
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lorg  chosen  in  the  manner  directed  by  this  act  shall  be  forthwith  1 709. 
sworn  or  affirmed  by  one  of  the  said  agents,  or  other  person  autho-  ^^"^-^^ 
rized,  and  shall  appoint  such  and  so  many  Clerks  of  the  election 
(being  severally  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  more)  as  they 
shall  deem  necessar}%  who  shall  in  like  manner  be  sworn  or  affirm- 
ed agreeably  to  the  directions  of  this  act;*  and  as  soon  as  the  In-  (*seenote.) 
spectors,  Judges  and  Clerks  shall  be  severally  sworn  or  affirmed  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  Clerks,  or  some  of  them,  shall  make  out  two  co^. 
pies  of  the  forms  of  the  several  oaths  or  affirmations,  which  shall  be 
severally  subscribed  by  all  the  said  Inspectors,  Judges  and  Clerks, 
and  the  said  forms  shall  be  certified  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 
the  at(;ending  agent  or  agents,  or  other  persons  who  shall  adminis- 
ter the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  and  at  the  close  of  the  election  one 
pf  the  said  forms  shall  be  sealed  up  in  one  of  the  boxes,  with  the 
tickets,  lists  of  voters  and  tally  papers,  and  the  other  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county,  to  remain  on  fde  in  his 
office. 

Sect.   v.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  insp^o 
That  the  following  shall  be  the  form  of  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  cacL'iu 
be  taken  by  each  Inspector,  viz.  "  I,  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  solemnly, 
sincerely  and  truly  declare  and  affirm)  that  I  will  duly  attend  the 
ensuing  election,  during  the  continuance  thereof,  as  an  Inspector, 
and  that  I  will  not  receive  any  ticket  or  vote  from  any  person  or 
persons,   other  than  those  I   shall  firmly  believe  are,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the  general 
elections  within  this  commonwealth,"  "  entided  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  without  requiring  such  evidence  of  their  right  to  vote  as 
is  directed  to  be  given  by  the  said  act;  nor  will  I  vexatiously  de- 
lay or  refuse  to  receive  any  vote  from  any  person  I  shall  believe  is 
entided  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  but  will  in  all  things  truly,  impartially 
and  faithfully  perform  my  duty  therein,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment 
and  abilities."    And  the  following  by  each  Judge,  viz.  "I,  A.  B.  The  Judges 
do  swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerely  and  trvxly  declare  and  affirm)  that  i^aiificauon. 
I  will,  as  one  of  the  Judges,  duly  attend  the  ensuing  election,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  thereof,  and  faithfully  assist  the  other  Judges 
and  Inspectors  in   carrying  on  the  same ;  that   I  will  not  give  my 
consent  that  any  vote  or  ticket  shall  be  received  from  any  person  or 
persons,  oiher  than  those  I  shall  firmly  believe  are,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the  general  elec- 
tions within  this  commonwealth,"  entitled  to  vote  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, without  requiring  such  evidence  of  their  right  to  vote  as  is  di- 
rected to  be  given  by  the  said  act ;  and  that  I  will  use  my  best  en- 
deavours to  prevent  any  fraud,  deceit  or  abuse,  in  carrying  on  the 
same  by  citizens  qualified  to  vote  or  others  ;  and  that  I  will  make 
a  true  and  perfect  return  of  the  said  election,  and  in  all  things  truly, 
impartially  and  faithfully  perform  my  duty  respecting  tiie  same,  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment  and  abilities."  And  the  following  by  each  xhecieiks 
Clerk,  vix.  "  1,  A.  B.  do  swear,  (or  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  'i"»'''''^*"«'' 
declare  and  affirm)  that  I  will  impartially  and  truly  write  down  the 
name  of  each  elector,  who  shall  vote  at  the  ensuing  election,  which 
shall  be  given  me  in  charge,  and  also  the  name  of  the  town,  town- 
ship, ward  or  district,  wherein  such  elector  resides,  and  carefully 
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1 799.    and  truly  write  down  the  number  of  votes  that  shall  be  given  for 
— r— '    each  candidate  at  the  election,  as  often  as  his  name  shall  be  read  to 
me  by  the  Judges  thereof,  and  in  all  things  truly  and  faithfully  per- 
form my  duty  respecting  the  same,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and 
abilities." 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  counties  within  this  state 
shall,  at  least  three  days  before  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  in 
every  year,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  one  of  the  agents 
appointed  for  the  proper  county  or  district,  as  the  case  may  be,  a 
separate  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  the  male 
taxable  persons  of  each  ward,  borough  and  township,  inhabiting 
within  the  same,  who  have  been  assessed  for  a  state  or  county  tax 
at  least  six  months  before  that  day  ;  and  also  a  sufficient  number  of 
blank  forms  and  returns  made  out  in  a  proper  manner,  and  headed 
as  the  nature  of  the  election  may  require,  which  lists,  forms  and  re- 
turns, shall  be  delivered  as  aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dol- 
lars on  each  of  the  Commissioners  for  every  neglect  thereof;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agent,  to  whom  the  said  lists,  blank  forms 
and  returns,  are  delivered,  to  take  the  same  with  him  to  the  place 
of  election,  and  distribute  them  to  the  proper  Inspectors,  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  said  election,  or  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the 
agent,  Avith  whom  the  said  lists,  forms  and  returns,  are  left,  should 
be  unable  to  attend  the  said  election,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  where  any  township  or  townships  within  this  commonwealth 
hath  or  have  been  divided,  or  hereafter  shall  be  divided,  in  forming 
any  election  district,  the  electors  within  each  part  of  such  divided 
township  or  townships  respectively  shall  choose  one  Inspector,  who 
shall,  within  the  part  for  which  he  is  chosen,  perform  all  and  singu- 
lar the  duties  to  the  office  of  Inspector  belonging,  and  in  order  there- 
to, the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  shall  furnish  the  Inspec- 
tor and  Inspectors  so  chosen  with  a  list  of  the  taxable  inhabitants 
within  such  divided  township  and  townships,  for  which  they  are  re- 
spectively chosen  ;  and  if  any  Inspector  shall  not  attend  at  the  pro- 
per place  of  the  election  on  or  before  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  the  day  of  the  election,  such  delinquent  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
ies  shall  be  sum  of  fifty  clollars,  provided  he  hath  had   due    notice   of  his  elec- 

supphed,  .  •'  11111  1  11.  1     .1 

tion ;  ana  every  vacancy  that  shall  happen  by  any  delmquency  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  township,   ward  or  dis- 
trict, then  present  at  the  time  aforesaid,  or,  if  they  neglect  to  make 
such  appointment,  the  Judges  shall  make  the  same  ;  and  if  any  per- 
son so  chosen  to  supply  the  place  of  any  Inspector  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  perform  the   duty  of  Inspector,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
like  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 
Where  the         Sect.  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
sh^uh?and  That  in  receiving  the  tickets  from  the  electors  at  the  place  of  elec- 
^°'''  '^u  ,,  u   tion,  the  number  of  Inspectors  who    shall  sit  at  each  door  or  win- 

place  snail  be'_.  \  . 

designaied.  dow  oi  the  house  where  the  election  shall  be  holden  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  of  the  Judges  of  such  election ;  and  that  over 
•or  near  to  such  door  or  window   the   name  of  the  town,  township, 
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ward  or  district,  whose  Inspector  or  Inspectors  shall  be  there  placed,     1799, 
shall  be  written  or  printed,  in  large  and  legible  characters,  in  such   ^-v  ^> 
manner  that  the  electors  dwelling  within  the  several  and  respective 
townships,  wards  or   districts,  may  readily  find   their  Inspector  or 
Inspectors,  in  order  to  deliver  to  him  or  them  their  tickets,  as  afore- 
said. 

Sect.  ix.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ■Fvomvr^^Qm, 
That  the  Inspector  shall  not  receive  any  votes  or  tickets  from  any  tktei°ThaH 
person  or  persons  whatever,  other  than  the  electors  residing  within  "^^  received, 
their  several  townships,  wards  or  districts,  and  that  the  name  and 
abode  of  each  elector,  whose  ticket  shall  have  been  received,  shall 
be  called  out  aloud  by  the  Inspector  who  shall  receive  the  same, 
and  shall  be  entered  by  at  least  two  Clerks  in  separate  lists,  and  the 
name  repeated  by  them ;  and  the  name  shall  also  be  marked  in  the 
alphabetical  list  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district,  by  the  In- 
spector inserting  the  letter  v  in  the  margin  of  such  list,  opposite  to 
the  name  of  such  elector  who  has  voted ;  but  if  such  elector  shall 
have  been  sworn  or  affirmed,  or  have  produced  a  certificate,  or  such 
evidence  of  naturalization  as  is  required  by  this  act,  the  Inspector 
shall  also  note  the  same  in  the  margin  of  such  list ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  admitted  to  vote,  whose  name  is  not  inserted  in  the  list  of 
taxable  inhabitants  furnished  by  the  commissioners,  unless  he  pro- 
duce a  receipt  for  the  payment  of  a  state  or  county  tax  assessed 
agreeably  to  the  constitution,  or  give  other  satisfactory  evidence,  ei- 
ther on  his  own  oath  or  affirmation,  or  otherwise,  that  he  hath  paid 
such  a  tax;  or  if  he  claims  aright  to  vote  by  being  the  son  of  an 
elector,  and  that  he  is  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  he  shall  depose,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  does  veri- 
ly believe,  from  the  accounts  given  him,  that  he  is  of  the  age  afore- 
said, or  give  such  other  evidence  as  may  reasonably  be  required,  or 
as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  said  Inspector  and  Judges  of  the  said 
election ;  whereupon  the  name  of  the  person  so  admitted  to  vote 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  alphabetical  list  by  the  Inspector,  and  a  note 
made  opposite  thereto,  by  writing  the  word  "  tax,"  if  he  has  been 
admitted  to  vote  on  proof  of  his  having  paid  a  tax,  or  the  word 
*'  age,"  if  he  has  been  admitted  to  vote  on  account  of  his  age,  and 
the  reason  of  such  vote  shall  be  called  out  to  the  clerks,  who  shall 
make  the  like  notes  in  the  list  of  voters  kept  by  them. 

Sect.  x.  Ayid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ^foresaid^  ,^.^^^^^ 
That  everv  general  and  special  election  to  be  holden  within  this  com-  opening  and 

•*    o  >■  c'lOsin'^  the 

monwealth  shall  be  opened  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  in  eieciiolu 
the   forenoon,  and  shall  continue,  without  interruption  or  adjourn- 
ment, until  the  electors  who  shall  come  to  the  said  election  shall  have 
full  opportunity  to  give  in   their  respective  votes  ;  and   every  voter  How  ballots 
may  deliver  written  or  printed  tickets,  as  he  shall  see  cause,  but  on  shaii  be 

•  c  rii  !•  -11  r        made  out, 

separate  pieces  ot  paper,  as  lolloweth ;  m  one  ticket  the  name  or  a  and  deliver- 
person  for  Governor,  in  one  other  ticket  a  Senator  or  Senators,  as  ^  ' 
the  case  may  be,  in  one  other  ticket  a  Member  or  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  one  other  ticket  Sheriffs  and  Coroners, 
in  one  other  ticket  one  or  more  county  commissioners,  and  in  one 
other  ticket  one  or  more  Directors  of  the  Poor,  for  such  counties 
where  they  may  be  necessary,  as  the  case  may  be.     And  tlie  seve- 
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1799.  ral  electors  shall  separately  fold  up  their  respective  tickets,  turning 
*— v*-*  out  to  view,  or  indorsing  on  the  outside  of  one  of  the  folds  thereof, 
the  names  of  office  only,  and  shall  thus  give  their  votes  secretly ; 
and  the  same  tickets,  and  no  other,  being  received  by  the  proper  In- 
spector, shall  be  deposited  by  him  in  separate  boxes,  kept  for  that 
purpose,  till  the  poll  be  closed ;  and  if  any  Judge  of  the  election, 
Inspector,  or  other  person,  before  the  polling  of  the  tickets  be  clos- 
ed, shall  unfold,  open,  or  pry  into  any  such  ticket,  with  design  to 
discover  the  names  of  the  candidates  therein,  every  person,  so  of- 
fending, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  party 
grieved,  to  be  recovered,  with  cost,  by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  in 
any  Court  of  Record ;  and  if  any  elector  shall  offer  any  more  than 
one  ticket  of  each  kind  before  specified,  with  a  fraudulent  design, 
every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
for  every  such  offence,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit  his  vote  at  such 
election. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  the  poll  shall  be  closed,  the  aforesaid  .boxes,  wherein 
the  folded  papers  or  tickets  are  deposited,  shall  be  opened,  one  by 
one,  and  the  Judges,  in  the  presence  of  the  Inspectors,  shall  delibe- 
rately take  out  the  said  papers  or  tickets,  and  read  aloud  the  name 
or  names  written  or  printed  thereon,  respectively,  whilst  two  or 
more  of  the  clerks  shall  carefully  enter  and  keep  account  of  the  same, 
on  paper  prepared  for  that  purpose,  so  that  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  candidate  tallied  thereon  may  be  readily  cast  up  and  known  ; 
but  if  upon  opening  any  of  the  said  tickets  there  be  found  any 
more  names  written  or  printed  on  any  of  them  than  there  ought  to 
be,  or  if  any  two  or  more  of  such  papers  be  deceitfully  folded  to- 
gether, such  tickets  shall  be  rejected,  and  not  counted  among  the 
votes. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
shaiibemade  That  as  soon  as  all  the  votes  shall  be  read  off  and  counted,  the 
and'  where  judgcs  of  cach  district,  in  case  the  county  be  divided  into  districts, 
the'count'j;'  shall  make  out,  under  their  hands,  a  fair  state  and  certificate  of  the 
lo^d'isnlcts?  number  of  votes  which  shall  have  been  then  and  there  given  for 
each  candidate,  distinguishing  the  station  or  office  he  was  voted  for, 
which  numbers  shall  be  expressed  in  words  at  length,  and  not  in 
figures  only ;  and  one  of  the  said  Judges  shall  take  charge  of  such 
certificate,  and  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  day  of  election  produce 
the  same  in  a  meeting  of  one  Judge  from  each  district  within  the 
same  county,  at  the  Court-house,  and  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  at  the  State-house,  for  which  service  he  shall  be  allow- 
ed, out  of  the  county  Treasury,  ten  cents  for  every  mile  he  shall  ne- 
cessarily have  travelled  in  coming  from  his  proper  election  district 
to  the  said  Court-house,  and  in  returning  from  thence  to  his  own 
home;  and  the  Judges  of  the  several  districts  of  the  county,  so 
met,  shall  add  together  the  number  of  votes  which  shall  appear  to 
be  given  for  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  thereupon  be  found  to 
be  highest  in  vote  or  elected  as  Representatives,  Senator,  or  other 
officer,  and  shall  forthwith  make  out  duplicate  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion of  such  person  or  persons,  as  shall  be  so  elected  and  chosen 
for  any  office  or  station,  which  the  electors  of  the  said  county  are 


What  votes 
shall  be  re- 
jected. 


How  returfis 


347 

entitled  to  choose  of  themselves,  unconnected  with  any  other  coun-  1799. 
ty  or  district ;  and  when  a  Governor  is  to  be  chosen,  like  returns  of  ^"^v— ■> 
all  the  votes  given  for  any  person  or  persons  for  Governor ;  and 
having  lodged  one  of  each  of  the  said  returns  in  the  office  of  the 
Prothonotary  of  the  county,  shall  inclose,  seal  and  direct  the  others^ 
when  the  same  relates  to  the  choice  of  a  Governor,  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  Senate ;  v/hen  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  or  Senators,  to 
the  Senate ;  when  to  a  Member  or  Members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, to  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  when  to  Sheriffs  or 
Coroners,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth;  when  to  a  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  for  the  county,  to  the  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  said  county.  And  one  of  the  said  Judges 
shall  deliver  the  returns,  so  sealed  and  directed,  to  the  Shei-iff  of  the 
county, endorsing  thereon  the  time  of  delivering  the  same;  and  the 
said  Sheriff  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter,  cause  the  return  di- 
rected to  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  be  delivered 
agreeably  to  the  said  direction ;  and  having  received  the  returns  of 
any  district  for  the  election  of  a  Senator  or  Senators,  or  one  or  more 
Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  may  by  law  be  di- 
rected to  be  completed  and  made  out  within  the  said  county,  for 
the  same  election,  the  said  Sheriff  shall  forthwith,  by  himself  or  his 
deputy,  transmit  the  whole  of  the  said  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
commonwealth,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  delivered  into  the  Secretary's 
office  within  twenty  days  after  the  last  of  the  returns  shall  have  been 
received  by  the  said  Sheriff;  in  which  case,  and  not  otherwise,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State  Treasury,  on  w^arrants 
drawn  by  the  Governor,  ten  cents  for  every  mile  he  shall  necessarily 
travel  in  going  from  and  returning  to  his  proper  county. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  How  the  re- 
That  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  any  county  where  the  elec-  ^"f"*  shaii  be 

•'  ■'  insuc  out* 

tion  shall  be  holden  only  at  one  place,  the  returns  thereof  shall  be  when  and 
made  without  delay,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein   directed,  as  nearly  tumed/ff 
as  the  different  circumstances  shall  permit ;  and  when  two  or  more  ont^piace°of^ 
counties  shall   compose  a  district    for  the    choice  of  one  or  more  the"l°y  ^^ 
Members  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  the  Judges  county. 
of  the  election  in  each  county,  having  met  as  aforesaid  at  their  Court- 
house, shall  make  out  a  fair  statement,  under  their  hands,  of  all  the 
^'otes  which  shall  have  been  given  at  the  said  election,  within  their 
county,  for  any  person  or  persons,  as  a  Member  or  Members  of  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  one  of 
the  said  Judges  shall  take  charge  of  such  certificate,  and  produce 
the  same  in  a  meeting  of  one  Judge  from  each  county,  at  such  place 
in  the  said  district  as  is  or  shall  be  appointed  by  law  for  that  purpose, 
on  the  seventh   day   after  the  election  :  and  the  said  Judges    shall 
then  and  there  cast  up  the  several  county  returns,  and  make  dupli- 
cate returns  of  the  person  or  persons  chosen  for  the  said  district ; 
and  one  of  each  of  the  said  returns,  if  there  shall  be  more  than  of 
one  kind,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Prothonotary's  office  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  they  meet,  and  the  other  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
said  county,  sealed  and  directed  as  is  herein  bef  ^'j  prescribed,  and 
the  day  on  which  the  same   is  so  delivered  shall  also  be  endorsed 
thereon ;  and  each  Judge,  who  shall  attend  to  make  out  the  said. 
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1799.    district  return,  shall  be  allowed  out  of  the  Treasury  of  his  proper 
ti^.y-.^   county  ten  cents  for  every  mile  he  shall  necessarily  travel  in  per- 
forming that  service  ;  and  such  of  the  returns  delivered  as  afore- 
said to  the  Prothonotary  of  each  county,  as  shall  certify  the  election 
of  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  shall  be 
by  the  said  Prothonotary  laid  before  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
wnich  shall  order  tlie  same  to  be  recorded  according  to  law ;  and 
each   Prothonotary  within   this  commonwealth  shall,  as  soon  as  all 
the  other  returns  herein  required  are  delivered  into  his  office,  make 
out  a  copy  thereof,  and  certify  the  same,  and  shall  forthwith  trans- 
mit the  said  copy,  under  a  sealed  cover,  directed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  commonwealth,  by  placing  the  same  in  the  nearest  Post-of- 
fice. 
fh^riff°]lau       Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
give  twenty  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the   Sheriffs  of  each  and  every  county 
of the"eie(>    of  this  State  to  give  public  notice,  by  advertisements  posted  up  in 
*'°"'  the  most  public  places  in  each  district,  or  by  publication  in  one  or 

more  newspapers  of  the  counties  respectively,  at  leapt  twenty  days 
before  the  general  election,  that  such  election  is  to  be  held  ;  and  he 
shall  enumerate  in  the  advertisements  aforesaid  what  officers  are  to 
be  elected ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  of  such  notice  by  the  Sheriff  of 
any  county,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  xv.  And  whereas  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  State  provides,  that  when  vacancies  happen  in  either 
House,  the  Speaker  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  up  such  va- 
How  writs  of  cancies :  Therefore,  ^e   it  enacted^  That  when  in  consequence  of 
sip"iyvacan-  any  vacaucy,  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  in  the  House  of 
I'egis'iature,  Representatives,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be^executed, ^^^^^  his  writ,  he  sliall  therein  command  the  Sheriff  of  the. proper 
and  returned,  county,  or  Other  person  to  whom  such  writ  may  be  directed,  on  a 
day  certain,  and  therein  particularly  expi-essed,  to  hold  an  election 
to  supply  such  vacancy ;  and  when  in  consequence  of  any  vacancy 
in  the  Senate,  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  shall  issue  his  writ  to  the  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs  of  the  county 
or  counties  of  which  the  district  is  composed,  or  other  person  or 
persons  to  whom  such  writ  may  be  directed,  he  shall  therein  com- 
mand such  person  or  persons,  on  a  day  certain,  and  therein  particu- 
larly expressed,   to  hold  an  election  to  supply  such  vacancy  j  and 
when  such  vacancy  shall  happen  in  either  House  during  the  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  or  when  the  same  shall  be  required  by 
their  own  adjournment,  or  by  the  Governor,  to  meet  at  some  time 
previous  to  the  next  succeeding  general  election,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  wherein  such  vacancy  shall  happen,  shall  appoint  a  time,  as 
early  as  may  be  convenient,  for  holding  an  election  to  fill  the  said 
vacancy ;  but  if  such  writ  shall  be  issued  during  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  when  the  same  shall  not  be  required  to  meet 
before  the   next  succeeding  general  election,  the  Speaker  issuing 
such  writ  shall  direct  the  election  to  be  held  at  the  time  appointed 
for  holding  the  jajeneral  election:  Provided  always,  That  if  after 
issuing  of  such  \t&t  mentioned  writ,  the  Governor  shall  at  any  time 
issue  his  proclamation  for  convening  the   General  Assembly,  the 
Sheriff,  or  other  person  to  whom  the  said  writ  shall  be  directed 
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shall  in  that  case  proceed  to  ex;  cute  the  same,  by  holding  the  ele?-  1 799. 
tion  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  svich  proclamation :  And  ^--v— ^ 
provided  further  ^  That  such  writ,  so  issued  by  ihe  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  Senate,  respectively,  shall  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  ShtfrifF,  or  other  person  to  whom  the  same  may  be  direct- 
ed, at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  day  appointed  for  such  election, 
who  shall  forthwith  give  due  and  public  notice  thereof  throughout 
the  county,  at  least  ten  days  before  such  election,  and  shall  send  a 
copy  thereof  to  each  of  the  Judges,  or  to  one  of  the  Judges  of  each 
district  therein,  in  case  such  county  or  counties  be  divided  for  the 
purposes  of  election;  and  such  elections  shall  be  holden  and  con- 
ducted in  like  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed,  and  the  Judges 
and  Inspectors  chosen  for  and  before  the  next  preceding  general 
election  shall  attend  at  and  serve  as  such,  respectively,  at  such  occa- 
sional elections. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^  ^au  b°'^fv- 
That  the  Judges  of  the  elections,  Avho  shall  meet  at  their  respective  «"  topersons 
Court-house,  or  other  place  appointed  by  law,  to  compare  the  seve-  '  "  *  ' 
ral  lists  and  certificates,  and  to  cast  up  the  number  of  votes  for  each 
candidate,  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  each  Member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Senate,  who  shall  be  elected,  and  reside  in 
their  respective  districts,  within  ten  days  next  after  the  day  of  making 
up  the  return. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Elections 
That  all  elections  shall  be  free  and  voluntary,  and  that  any  elector  Ldvofun?at 
who  shall  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote,  in  meat,  drink,  eTeaors'lhTn 
monies   or  otherwise,  shall   forfeit  his   right  to  elect  for  that  time,  !^vh'J""ake^^e,. 
and  shall   also  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceedine;  fifty  dollars,  T*':^  *°'" 
and  suffer  unpnsonment  for  a  tune  not  exceedmg  the  term  of  six 
months,  as   the   court  of  the  proper  county  wherein  such  offender 
shall  be  convicted  shall,  upon  due  consideration  of  the  case,  think 
proper  to  award  against  him ;  and  if  it  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  proper   court,  that  at  any  election  to  be  holden 
under  this  act  any  intimidation,  threats,  force  or  violence,  hath  been 
used  or  practised,  with  design  to  influence  unduly,  or  to  overawe, 
such  election,  or  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  choice,  or  if  any  officer 
of  the  election  shall  be  threatened,  or  violence  used  to  his  person, 
or  interrupted  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  every  person  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  such  intimidation,  threats,  violence  or  interruption,  be- 
ing  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  for  the  same, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  not  exceeding  six  months  imprison- 
ment, nor  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  fine ;  and  any  person  who 
shall  bribe  as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  promise  or  attempt,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirecdy,  to  give  or  bestow  any  reward  as  aforesaid,  in 
order  to  procure  any  person  to  be  elected,  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be   liable  to  a  fine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  within  the  limitations  next  before  mentioned. 

Sect,  xvi  it.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty  on 
That  if  any  person  who  is  not  qualified  to  vote  in  this  state,  agree-  5',e"Xs'in-'* 
ably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  (except  the  sons  of  qualified  citi-  etettions/* 
zens,)  shall  appear  at  any  place  of  election,  for  the  purpose  of  is- 
suing ticket^,  or  of  influencing  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote    every 
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1 799.    person  interfering  in  the  manner  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any 
•—V—'    sum  not  exceeding  thirtj^  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 
The  Govern-      [Sect.  XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
of  theeifc-    That  the   Governor  shall  be  a  competent  judge  of  the  election  of 
ifil'and  coro-  cvery  person,  who  shall  be  returned  to  serve  as  Sheriff  or  Coroner, 
hfs'^Vowers    ^'^^  ^'^^  ^"^^  purpose  may  send  for  papers,  persons  or  records,  and 
therein.       may  summon  and  compel  witnesses  to  appear  before  him,  and  ex- 
•^*note!)'    amine  them  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  or  at  his  discretion  may  di- 
rect the  examination  of  such  witnesses,  who  dwell  forty  miles  or 
more  from  the  seat  of  government,  to  be  taken  in  writing,  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose ;  provided  opportu- 
nity be  given  to  the  parties  to  be  present,  and  to  examine  and  cross 
examine  the  said  witnesses.] 
»auishment       Sect.   XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^ierthu     That  if  any  person,  in  taking  an  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this 
'•tt;  act  shall  be  guilty  of  wilfully  and  corruptly  making  a  false  oath  or  af- 

firmation, or  if  any  person  shall  suborn  any  other  person  to  make 
any  such  false   oath  or  affirmation,  and  be  convicted  thereof  by  a 
jury  of  the  proper  county,  every  such  person,  so  offending  as  afore- 
said, shall  suffer  such  penalties  and  disabilities,  as  are  incurred  on 
conviction  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  subornation  of  perjury, 
of  forging  or  respectively  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  publish,  utter,  or 
cMtlfi '"^     make  use  of  any  forged  or  false  receipt  or  certificate,  with  intent  to 
impose  the  same  upon  or  to  deceive  any  Judge  or  Inspector,  at  any 
election,  such  person  shall  incur  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars,  and  suffer 
six  months  imprisonment. 
Thecommis-      Sect.  XXI.  And  be  it  further  cuactcd  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
prope'rcoun-*  That  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  shall  out  of  the  county 
Vid  s'irbi  ^to^^i  provide  sufficient  and  suitable  boxes  for  depositing  the  tickets 
fcauot  boxes,  taken  in  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  districts,  and,  after  the 
Where  ro  be  election  shall  be  finished,  the  same  boxes  shall  be  given  in  charge 
deposited,     ^q  sonie  Justicc  of  the  Peace  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  be  kept  till 

the  next  election. 

Election  Sect.  XXII.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

papirs  how  That  as  soon  as  any  election  shall  be  finished,  the  tickets,  lists  of 

^^''^^^°|'^^'=^' taxables,  one  of  the  lists  of  voters,  tally-papers,  and   one  of  the 

and  deposit-  certificates  of  the   oath  or  affirmation  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 

Inspectors,  Judges  and  Clerks,  shall  be  all  carefully  collected,  and 

deposited  in  one  or  more  of  the  boxes  herein  before  mentioned,  and 

the  box  or  boxes,  being  closely  bound  around  with  tape,  shall  be 

sealed  by  two  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  the  election,  and  one  or 

more  of  the  Inspectors,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  Justice  of 

the  Peace  of  the  county,  to  be  kept  by  him,  to  answer,  if  need  be,  the 

call  of  the  joint  or  separate  committees  of  the  Senate  and  House 

of  Representatives,  who  may  be  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  any 

such  election ;  and  if  any  Judge  of  the  election.  Inspector,  Clerk, 

fitering,Te-  °'"  Other  person  shall  deface,  alter,  embezzle  or  destroy  any  of  the 

^b"e^z2iuig   ^^*^  tickets,  lists  or  tally-papers,  or  certificates,  such  person,  so  of- 

thtm.  fending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for 

every  such  offence  to  the  person  who  shall,  within  the  space  of  six 

months  thereafter,  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court 

of  Record,  and  suffer  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve 


S51 

months ;  and  any  such  Justice,  who  shall  refuse  to  receive  the  said  1 799. 
box  or  boxes,  or  having  received  the  same,  shall  neglect  the  safe-  *— v— ' 
keeping  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  for  every 
such  neglect  or  refusal ;  and  the  other  lists  of  voters,  tally-papers 
and  certificates,  shall  be  inclosed  by  the  said  Judges  in  a  sealed 
cover,  directed  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  county,  and  shiill,  by 
some  one  of  them,  be  delivered  into  his  office,  where  the  same  shall 
be  filed ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prothonotary  to  give  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  said  lists  to  any  person  or  persons  applying  for 
the  same,  on  payment  of  the  usual  fees,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sect,  xxiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Fraudsofihe 
That   if  any  Judge   of  election.   Inspector  or  Clerk,  acting  under  "i^"i'o„°^ 
this  act,  shall  be  duly  convicted  of  any  wilful  fraud  in  the  discharge  howpunisV 
of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  or  required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall 
forfeit  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  shall  be  for  seven  years  disabled  from  holding  any  of- 
fice of  honour,  trust  or  profit,  in  this  commonw  ealth  ;  and  such  per- 
son shall  be  moreover  disabled,  for  the  term  aforesaid,  to  elect  or 
give  his  vote  at  any  general  or  special  election  to  be  holden  within 
this  state ;   and  if  any  person  appointed  to  be  Judge  of  election.  In-  Penalty  for 
spector  or  Clerk,  at  any  of  the  elections  directed  and  regulated  by  slr^'af  an 
this  act,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties  ap-  ekctlua ' 
pointed  therein,  or  having  taken  upon  himself  the  said  duties,  shall 
afterwards  neglect  to  do  and  perform  the  same  in  the  manner  by 
this  act  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  less  than  fifty, 
nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offence ;  and  if 
any  Prothonotary  or   Sheriflf  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  and  per- 
form the  duties  enjoined  upon  them,  in  the  manner  required  by  this 
act,  or  shall  wilfully  misbehave  in  the  doing  thereof,  he  or  they  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  five,  nor  less  than  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and   suffer  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
six   months ;    and  each    of  the  Agents,   Judges,    Inspectors  and  campensa- 
Clerks,  whilst  employed  in  the   duties    required  of  them  by  this  officers  of* 
act,   shall  receive  for  his   services   and  expenses  the  sum  of  one  election. 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
proper  county,  out  of  the  county  rates  and  levies,  on  orders  to  be 
drawn  for  the  same  by  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county, 
which  allov/ance  shall  be  in  full  for  their  said  services  and  expenses, 
other  than  the  mileage  herein  before   allowed,  and  in  lieu  of  all 
kinds  of  refreshment  it  may  have  been  heretofore  customary  to  pro- 
vide at  the  expense  of  the  county  ;  and  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  no  such  expense  shall  be  paid  or  allowed  for  such  re- 
freshments by  the   commissioners  of  any  county  within  this  com- 
monwealth. 

Sect.  xxiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlic  authority  aforesaid^  How  fines 
That  every  specific  fine  and  forfeiture  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  be  in-  f"rts'«'hf.ilue 
curred  shall  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  brought  in  the  Supreme  letoveied 
Court,  or   m  any  Court  ot  Common  Pleas   within  this  common- 
wealth, or  by  information  or  indictment,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
plaintiflf,  informer  or  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of 
this  commonwealth  ;  and  where  such  fine  or  forfeiture  is  not  speci- 
fic, by  indictment,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  prosec<itor,  and  oii« 
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When  the 
stated  place 
of  election 
may  be 
changed,  in 
cases  of  a 
contagious 
disease. 


half  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth :  Provided  always^  That  all 
suirs  and  prosecutions  against  any  person  by  virtue  of  this  act  be 
brought,  within  the  proper  county,  within  six  months  next  after 
the  cause  of  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  accrue,  and  not  other- 


Motice  there- 
of to  be  giv- 


Hepeal  of 
foinier  acts. 


wise. 


Sect.  xxv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  common- 
wealth, on  the  representation  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Board  of  Health,  or  either  of  them,  that 
from  the  prevalence  of  a  malignant  or  contagious  fever  in  the  said 
citv  and  suburbs,  the  lives  of  the  electors  will  be  in  danger,  by  at- 
tending at  the  places  fixed  by  law  for  holding  elections  within  the 
same,  to  direct  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  to  hold 
the  election  for  the  city  at  such  other  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
city  plot,  and  the  elections  for  the  districts  and  townships  at  such 
other  places  within  the  same,  as  he,  the  Governor  may  judge  most 
safe  and  convenient;  and  it  siiall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sheriff  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  to  give  public  notice  by  advertise- 
ments posted  up  in  the  most  public  places  of  the  several  wards  or 
districts,  or  publish  in  at  least  three  of  the  public  newspapers  printed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  places  where  such  elections  are  to 
be  held,  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  holding  the  said  elec- 
tions ;  and  if  the  Sheriff  shall  neglect  to  perform  the  duty  herein 
prescribed,  he  shall  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  every 
such  neglect. 

Sect.  xxvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  this  com- 
monwealth, directing  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  thereof,"  passed  the  twentieth  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  pre- 
vent frauds  therein,"  passed  the  thirteenth  of  Septembei*,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  altering  and  amending  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
general  elections  of  this  commonvv  ealth,  and  to  prevent  frauds  there- 
in," passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  except  so  much  of  the  two  last  mentioned 
acts  as  relates  to  election  districts,  or  respects  the  repealing  of  for- 
mer laws,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made 
void. 
Passed  15th  Febi-uaiy,  1799. — Recorded  in  Lav/  Book  No.  VI.  page  328.  fij 


fij  District  of  Southwark,  and  town- 
ship of  Northern  Liberties  authorized 
to  choose  four  Inspectors  each,  and  the 
township  of  Germantown  an  additional 
Inspector  to  serve  at  the  general  elec- 
tions. Act  of  7th  March,  1800,  (chap. 
2111.)  Additional  Inspector  allowed 
to  each  wavd  in  the  city,  by  act  of  1st 
March,  ISOb,    (chap.  2099) 

By  an  act  to  amend  the  act  in  the 
^ext,  passed  4th  April,  1803,  (chap. 
2389,)  the  Judges,  Inspectors  and  clerks 
of  elcctiens  shall  be  sMorn  or  afSrmcd 


before  any  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
Alderman  or  justice  of  the  Peace;  or 
if  none  be  present,  or  cannot  conveni" 
ently  be  had,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
election,  having  first  taken  the  oath  or 
affirmHtion  administered  to  him  by  onft 
of  the  other  Judges,  shall  administer 
the  oaths,  &C.  to  the  other  Judges,  and 
to  the  Inspectors  and  clerks,  and  the 
powers  and  duties  heretofore  assigned 
to  tlie  agents,  siiall  henceforth  ct^ase. 
Assessors  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
assess  and  return  persons  liable  to  tax- 


353 


ution  ;  or  if  the  commissioners  shall 
wilfully  omit  to  insert  anj-  name  duly 
assessed  and  returned  to  tliem  by  tlie 
assessor,  on  conviction  shall  forfeit,  &c- 
and  the  party  aggrieved  shall  be  a  wit- 
ness, &c. 

No  body  of  regular  troops  shall  ap- 
pear at  the  place  of  election,  armed  or 
unarmed. 

Commissioners  of  the  several  coun- 
ties shall  deliver  the  tax  list  to  the  In- 
spectors on  tiie  morning  of  the  election  ; 
and  penalty  for  neglect- 

This  act  also  provides  for  making  the 
returns  where  counties  consist  of  more 
than  one  district,  or  where  members  of 
Congress  are  to  be  elected  :  and  daily 
wages  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  Judges 
and  Inspectors.  But  this  latter  part 
was  repealed  by  act  of  2d  April,  1804, 
(chap.  2493.) 

An  act  passed  18th  Feb'y,  1805, 
(chap.  2531,)  directs  the  mode  of  filling 
vacancies  in  the  representation  of  this 
state  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

The  place  of  meeting  of  the  return 
Judges  of  the  district  of  Fayette  and 
Greene,  altered,  by  act  of  20th  Janu- 
ary, 1806,  (chap.  2621.) 

By  act  of  17th  March,  1805,  all  town- 
ship' elections,  and  meetings  of  return 
Judges  of  the  general  elections,  which 
were  directed  by  law  to  be  held  on  Sa- 
turday, shall  be  holden  on  the  Friday 
immediately  preceding,  (chap.  2665.) 

By  act  of  23d  March,  1807,  (chap. 
2780,)  the  nineteenth  section  of  the 
act  in  the  text  is  repealed. 

By  an  act  to  regulate  township  elec- 
tions, passed  13th  April,  1807,  (chap. 
2862,)  a  majority  of  the  qualified  elec- 
tors present  at  any  meeting,  held  at  the 
usual  place  for  electing  Assessors  or  In- 
spectors, or  other  township  oflicers, 
may  change  the  place  of  holding  said 
elections. 

Returns  of  Sheriffs  and  Coroners 
elect  shall  be  sent  by  post  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth.  Act  of 
13th  April,  1807,  (chap.  2868.) 

The  borough  of  Lancaster  divided 
into  two  election  wards,  ami  to  choose 
an  additional  Inspector,  by  act  of  2d 
April,  1804,  (chap.  2481.) 

Circuit  Court,  Pittsburg,  October, 
1800,  before  Teatcs  and  i)f)i.ithy  justices, 
in  the  case  of 

jRespuhlica  v.  Samuel  Ray. 

The  defendant  was  indicted  on  the 
18th  section  of  the  act  in  the  text,  for 
that  he,  being  an  alien,  and  not  quali- 
fied to  vote  in  this  state,  did  appear  at 
an  election  in  the  town  of  Franklin,   on 
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the  8th  October,  1799,  for  the  purpose 
of  issuing  tickets,  and  of  influencing  the 
citizens  qualified  to  vote. 

The  informer  was  offered  as  a  wit- 
ness, but  excepted  to  on  the  ground  of 
interest,  as  being  intitled  to  one  half  of 
the  fine  on  conviction,  under  the  24th 
section,  the  same  not  being  specific  : 
whereupon  he  executed  a  release  to  the 
defendant  of  his  share  of  the  forfeiture, 
and  filed  tlie  same  in  court,  and  was 
thereupon  admitted  and  sworn. 

_  It  did  not  appear  that  the  defendant 
distributed  any  tickets  on  the  election 
ground,  but  that  he  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure five  or  six  persons  to  give  their 
votes  for  a  certain  ticket ;  whether  he 
succeeded  or  not,  was  not  known. 

For  defendant  it  was  insisted,  that 
he  could  not  be  legally  convicted  of  influ- 
encing citizens  qualified  to  vote,  unless 
it  could  be  ascertained  that  he  prevail- 
ed  on  them  to  give  their  votes  agreea- 
bly to  his  wishes. 

But  the  court  said,  that  if  influencing' 
means  succeeding  in  the  party's  efforts, 
the  law  would  be  a  dead  letter  ;  no  con- 
viction could  take  place,  because  no 
citizen  was  compellable  to  declare  how 
he  has  given  his  suffrage.  The  word 
persuade  has  been  construed,  to  carry 
tlie  persuasion  into  effect ;  and  the  same 
idea  has  been  assigned  to  it  in  prose- 
cutions  for  high  treason,  (1  Dallas,  39,) 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  But  tlie 
word  influence,  has  not  the  same  exten- 
sive signification,  and  only  means,  to 
use  the  party's  endeavours,  thougii  he 
may  not  have  been  able  to  carry  his 
point.  This  appears  clearly  from  the 
latter  words  of  the  18th  section,  where 
it  is  said,  every  person  "  interfering  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  30  dollars 
for  every  such  offence." 

The  defendant  was  acquitted  of  issu- 
ing tickets,  but  convicted  of  influencing 
persons  to  vote,  and  was  fined  15  doi- 
lars.    (MSS.  Reports.) 

Under  the  act  in  the  text,  the  Inspec- 
tor has  no  right  to  exact  an  oath  of  a 
citizen  claiming  to  vote,  that  he  did  not 
join  the  British  forces  during  the  late 
war,  or  was  not  attainted  of  high  trea- 
son. The  maxim,  "  No  one  is  bound 
to  accuse  himself,"  extends  to  such 
cases  where  the  answer  may  involve 
one  in  shame  or  reproach. 

To  constitute  the  offence  of  intimida- 
tion, threats,  violence,  or  interruption, 
under  the  17th  section  of  the  act,  there 
must  be  a  preconceived  intention  for  the 
purpose  of  intimidating  the  officers,  or 
interrupting  the  election.  Respublica, 
v.  Gibbs,  jun.  Supreme  Coiu-t,  Dect^in- 
ber,  180?.  (MSS.  Reports.) 


ir99. 


354. 

ir^g.  CHAPTER  MMX. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  and  endow  an  Academy  or  Public  School 
in  the  tow7i  of  Tork,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  1.  [The  tender  of  a  building  by  the  corporation  of  St. 
John's  Church,  in  York-town,  accepted.  2.  The  same  vested  in 
York  county  academy.  3.  An  academy  established  in  York-town, 
to  be  called  the  "  York-town  Academy."  The  Trustees  incorpo- 
rated by  the  name  of  "  The  Trustees  of  the  York  County  Aca- 
demy," with  the  usual  corporate  powers.  Annual  meetings  of  the 
Trustees  to  be  at  the  time  they  shall  appoint.  Proceedings  at  the 
meetings.  Corporation  officers,  how  to  be  appointed.  Persons  of 
every  rUiglous  denomination  eligible  to  be  Trustees.  No  misno- 
mer shall  affect  the  corporation.  4.  The  constitution  of  the  aca- 
demy shall  only  be  changed  by  the  Legislature.  5.  Qualification  of 
the  trustees  anci  principal  master.  6.  Grant  for  the  use  of  the  aca- 
demy, of  2000  dollars.  7.  Provision  for  educating  poor  students 
gratis^  not  more  thim  seven  at  one  time.  8.  Repeal  of  a  part  of  the 
law  incorporating  St.  John's  Church,  (chap.  1301,)  which  prevents 
the  alienation  of  the  school-house,  &c.] 

Passed  1st  March,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  343. 


CHAPTER  MMXII. 

(Seethe       .4  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  extend  the 
S^nsoiidadBK  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  state.''^ 

act  ot  26th 

Msu-ch,i8io.)  Sect.   i.    BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
The  ower  ^^If  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
•f  Justi'^es  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of 
meninac-  fhc  Peacc  ot  the  scvcral  counties  in  this  state,  and  of  the  Alder- 
trespass,  men  [and  Aldermens'  Court]  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be, 
Proceedings  and  the  Same  are  hereby,  extended  to  actions  or  suits  brought  for 
in  such  ac-  ^j^g  recovcry  of  damages  for  any  trespass,  wrong  or  injury,  done  or 
committed  against  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  plaintiff,  in  all 
such  cases  where  the  said  damages  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
(•  Extended  twcnty  dollars* ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Justice,  Alderman 
\)°  *act  of^"^^  [or  Aldermens' Court,]  before  whom  any  such  action  or  suit  is 
isih  Aijri.,  brought,  upon  the  request  of  either  the  plaintiff  or  defendant,  to  ap- 
28S9'>  and  point  three  reputable  citizens,  to  be  chosen  by  the  parties,  or,  if  the 
trrcguia'^e  parties  cannot  agree  in  such  choice,  then  to  be  nominated  by  the 
?ht  jTo^ed-  said  Jusiice,  Aidei-maa,  [or  xlldermens'  Court,]  and  to  administer  an 
'f^dimages  ^^"^  <^^  affirmation  to  the  persons  so  chosen  or  appomted,  justly  and 
und.rao  dol-^.,.^l^  ^.o  asscbs  the  damages  (if  any)  which  the  plaintiff  has  sustain- 

laisbetoiea  ■'  .,°^  iii  •  i  -u 

Justice  of     ed,  and  aittr  the  said  reterrees   shall  by  view,  or  otherwise,  nave 
p^sserzfst    enquired   into  the   truth  of  the  case,  and  made  report  thereof  in 
Sa^S'  writi  g  to  the  said  Justice,  Alderman  [or  Aldermens'  Court,]  judg- 
ment shall  be   ent.r.'d  thi:reupon,   and  execution  issue,  as  in  other 
cases  :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  if  the  damages  so  found  by  the 
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refeirees  shall  not  amount  to  more  than  one  dollar,  the  plaintiff  or     1 799. 
plaintiffs  shall  not  recover  more  costs  than  damages  :  And  provided   ' — r-^ 
also^  That  if  the  defendant  shall,  before  the  appointment  of  refer-  ^ierftiie 
rees,  make   oath  or  affirmation  that  the  title  to  lands  will  come  in  5*^*5"' jg^no'ife 
question  in  any  such  suit  or  action,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  doUav. 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Justice,  Alderman  [or  Aldermens'  Court,]  to  fi^J'^'^on^s '^ 
dismiss  the  same,  in  order  that  such  question  may  be  tried  accord-  in  question, 
ing  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 

Sect.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 'rtiepovren 
That  the  powers  of  the  said  Justices,  Aldermen  [and  Aldernaens'  and  Aider. 
Court,]  shall  be  extended  to  all  cases  of  rent  not  exceeding  the  sum  oFr"nt,'^*'* 
of  fifty-three  dollars  and  one  third,  and  the  said  Justice,  Alderman 
[or  Aldermens'  Court,]  before  whom  any  suit  is  commenced  for  the  20th  March, 
recovery  of  rent,  shall  have  authority  to  admit  a  defalcation  or  set-  ^^**''' 
off  of  the  just  account  of  the  tenant  out  of  the  same  ;  and  the  land- 
lord may  prosecute  the  said  suit  to  judgment  and  execution,  as  in 
other  cases,  or,  if  he  think  proper,  may  wave  further  proceedings 
betore  the  said  Justice,  Alderman  [or  Aldermens'  Court,]  and  dis- 
train in  the  usual  manner  for  the   balance  so  settled  ;  but  if  any 
landlord  shall  be  convicted,  after  such  waver,  in  any  Court  of  Re- 
cord, of  disti-aining  and   selling  more  than  to  the  amount  of  such 
baiaace,  and  of  detaining  the  surplus,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the  tenant 
three  timts  the  amount  of  the  surplus  detained. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  proceedipgs 
That  if  any  landlord  shall  distrain  the  goods  of  his  tenant,  agreea-  cases  of  di»- 
bly  to  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  for  a  sum  not  ex-  umier'fifty" 
ceeaing  fitty-tnree  dollars  and  one  third,  and  the  tenant  shall  have  „„"  third".'* 
a  just  account  to  set  off  against  the  same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any 
JubUcc,  Alderman  [or  Aldermens'  Court,]  to  whom  application  for 
thai  purpose  shall  be  made,  to  issue  process  aguinst  the  landlord,  to  [See  set  of 
compel  him  to  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  why  the  de-  i^io.]  ^"^  ' 
mand  ot  the  tenant  shoixld  not  be  allowed,  and  upon  the  appearance 
of  the  landlord,  or  on   his  refusal  or  neglect  to  appear,  if  the  said 
Justice,  Alderman  [or  Aldermens'  Court,]  shall  be  satisfied  of  the 
justice  of  the  tenant's  account,  the  same  shall  be  defalked  out  of  his 
arrears  of  rent,  and  the  distress  shall  proceed  for  no  more  than  the 
balance  which  shall  remain  due,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like 
penalty,   as   is  provided  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act ;  Pro-  Appeals  ai- 
vided  always^  That  in  ail  cases  wherein  the  powers  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  are  by  this  act  extended,  the  parties  shall  have  the 
same    right  of  removal,  although  the  cause   in   dispute    may   not 
amount  to  ten  pounds,  and  appeal,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in     ^ 
other  cases  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Sect.  iv.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  To  y,hMae- 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  or  understood  ac°t"sh'ii'not 
to  extend  to  actions  of  ejectment  brought  to  obtain  possession  o.  toewenu"^'^ 
lands  and  tenements,  actions  ot  replevin  in  cases  of  actual  distress, 
actions  of  slander,  actions  on  real  contracts  Ibr  the  sale  or  convey- 
ance of  lanus  and  tenements,  civil  actions  for  damages  in  personal 
assault  and  battery,  wounding  or  maiming,  or  to  actions  for  false 
imprisonment. 

Sect.  v.  And  whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained  with  re» 
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How  penal- 
ties under 
certain  acts 
shall  be  re- 
covered. 


How  the 
election  of 
township 
Constables 
shall  be  no- 
tified. 


Repeal  of 
parts  of  pre- 
ceding laws. 


Limitation 
of  this  act. 


spect  to  the  mode  of  recovering  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  pre- 
scribed by  the  following  acts,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred,  to  wit,  "  An  Act  against  forcible  entry,"  "  An  Act  against 
removing  land  marks,"  "  An  Act  against  defacers  of  charters,"  and 
"  An  Act  about  cutting  timber  trees  :"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  said 
acts,  where  the  penalty  is  fixed,  and  the  court  not  mentioned,  ia 
which  the  recovery  shall  be  had,  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted  in 
the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  where  the  offence  is 
committed,  and  warrants  shall  and  may  be  issued  by  any  of  the 
aforesaid  Justices  or  Aldermen,  to  oblige  the  offender  or  offenders 
to  find  surety  for  his,  her  or  their  appearance  at  said  court,  and  to 
be  of  good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time,  if  necessary,  and  in  default 
of  such  surety,  to  commit  him,  her  or  them,  to  the  gaol  of  such 
county,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  laAV. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  acting  Constable  in  every  ward,  town,  township  or  district, 
in  this  commonwealth,  shall,  within  six  days  after  the  election  for 
a  Constable  or  Constables  has  been  held,  give  notice  in  writing  to 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  chosen  of  his  or  their  election 
to  the  said  office  ;  and  if  ^such  acting  Constable  shall  neglect  so  to 
do,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the  commonwealth  the  penalty  of  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  and  if  any  person  so  elected  and  notified  shall  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  appear  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, to  decline  or  accept  the  said  office,  he  shall  forfeit  the  like 
penalty  of  sixteen  dollars  to  the  commonwealth,  which  penalties 
shall  be  levied  by  order  of  the  said  Court. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  so  much  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  enacted  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-five,  en- 
titled *'  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small 
debts,"  and  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  is  herein  be- 
fore altered  or  amended,  and  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  this  state, 
and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  this  act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  no  longer,   (k) 

Passed  1st  March,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  348. 


(kj  Revived  and  made  perpetual,  by 
act  of  2d  January,  1804,  (chap.  2390,) 
and  Justices  of  the  Peace  now  have 
jurisdiction   in  trover  and  conversion. 


to  the  amount  of  thirty  dollars,  subject 
to  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  act  \\\ 
the  text,  by  act  of  4th  April,  1809.. 
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CHAPTER  MMXIII.  i799. 

An  XUV  for  the  appointment  and  regulation  of  Constables  in  th^        ' 
district  of  Soxithxvark. 

Sect.  i.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Se7iate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  comrnonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  "^^jj*J\^„, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  the  district  of  stabicsfor 
Southwark  shall,  on  the  same  day,  and  at  the  same  place  where  they  shall  be 
meet  to  choose  Inspectors  for  the  election  of  Commissioners  for  said  aiipofnteS. 
district,  annually  elect  six  suitable  citizens  residing   in  the  district 
aforesaid,  and  return  the  names  of  the  persons  so  elected  to  the 
next  General  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  be  held  for  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  and  the  said  Court  shall  appoint  three  of  them  Con- 
stables  for  the  said  district ;  and   if  either  of  the  said  Constables, 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  upoa 
him  the  office  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  in  case 
of  vacancy  by  dismission  from  office  for  misconduct,  death,  resig- 
nation, or  removal  from  the  said  district,  the  Court  may  and  shall 
appoint  another  proper  person  to  serve  the  office  of  Constable   for 
and  during  the  term  or  residue  of  the  term,  which  the  person  in 
whose  room  he  shall  be  so  appointed  was  entitled  to  serve. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  a  foresaid^  cm^tMos 

,'^.  ^      **  ,  elect  shall 

That  before  any  Constable  of  the  said  district,  elected  and  appoint-  give  security 
ed  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be-  tufperfo'™-' 
come  bound  by  recognizance,  with  two  or  more  good   and  suffi-  dud^^'  ^^^* 
cient  sureties,  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  the  said  district,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Justices  of  the  said  General  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  joint- 
ly and  severallv,  in  the  sum  of  tv/o  hundred  dollars,*  payable  to  the  f*  in«rMsed 
commonwealth,  m  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  and  every  per-  sand  dollar^, 
son  or  persons,  Vv'ho  may  be  injured  or  aggrieved  by  the  neglect  or  2oth>iarcW 
improper  conduct  of  such  Constable  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  ^"''■■' 
of  his  said  office. 

Sect.  hi.    And  be  it  furthtr  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Vtm\tvii 
That  if  any  Constable  or  Constables,  elected  and  appointed  under  or^^ny^Sn 


for  them, 
pur- 


this  act,  or  any  person  or  persons  by  his  or  their  direction,  shall  at  ^^^,\ 
any  time  hereafter  purchase,  on  account  or  for  the  use  of  the  said  ^^  consw-*^** 
Constables,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  respective  sales,  any  Wes  sale?; 
goods,  chattels,  wares  or  merchandizes,  taken  in  execution  by  the 
said  Constables,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  same  Ije  proved  on  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  such 
Constable  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  any  sum  not 
less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  one  half  for  the 
use  of  the  state,  and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall 
inform  of  and  prove  the  buying  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
Court  of  Record  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia;  and  on  conviction 
as  aforesaid  the  said  Constable  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding 
said  office  for  and  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  ap- 
pointed. 

[Sect.  4.  The  former  provision  for  electing  a  High  Constable 
of  Southwark,  annulled.  Obsolete.] 

Passed  7th  March,   1?99.— Recorded  i'.i  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  351. 


353 

1799.  CHAPTER  MMXIV. 

An  ACT  authorizing  the  continuance  of  the  sitting"  of  the  Court  of 
General  :^arter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia beyond  the  four  days^  to  which  they  are  at  present  re- 
stricted. 

WHEREAS  the  time  heretofore  limited  for  the  holding  of 
the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  has  been  found,  on  experience,  to  be  insufficient  for 
completing  the  business  thereof :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Thequaitcr  mct^   and  it   is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sa-ne^    laat 
Philadelphia  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Justices  of  the  County 
contmue'in^   Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  count)'  of 
long Tthe    Philadelphia  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to 
Judges  deem  continue  the  present,  and  every  future  session  of  the  said  Coun,  •or 
so  many  days   as  they   shall  deem  necessary  to  finish  the  busu"K::is 
thereof,  and  to   hold  the  same   by  adjournments,  as  often  as  occa- 
sion shall,  in  their  opinion,  require  it,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  here- 
of in  any  former  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  notwithstanding. 
Passed  7th  March,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  352. 

■»■ 

CHAPTER  MMXV. 

An  ACT  authorizing  Benjamiji  Nerr,  his  heirs  and  assig?is^  to 
erect  and  maintain  a  mill-dam  and  zuing-dam  in  the  Allcgheriy 
river^  in  the  county  of  Allegheny. 

Sect.  1.  [BENJAMIN  HERR  empowered  to  erect  a  mill- 
dam  on  the  Allegheny  river  from  the  head  of  Wilson's   Island  to 
\     his  own  land.] 
I  Passed  8th  March,  1799— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  353. 


CHAPTER  MMXVII. 

An  ACT  to  establish  a  ferry  over  the  river  Susquehanna^  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Juniata^  and  to  vest  the  right  thereof  in  Matthias 
Flam  and  David  WattSy  their  heirs  and  assigns. 

Sect.  1.  [MATTHIAS  FLAM  and  David  Watts  empowered 
to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  Susquehanna.  The  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions of  Dauphin  county  to  establish  rates  and  regulations  of  the 
ferry.  Private  right  of  soil  not  to  be  trespassed  on.] 

Passed  8th  March,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  .354. 


CHAPTER  MMXXI. 

chapS'    -^^  ACT  to  enable  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  hold  Cir- 
pa.  131,  and  ciiit  Courts  within  this  commomvealth. 

the  notes 

TheHenof  Sect.  I.  AND  be  it  further  euacted  by  the  authority  uf Or  esaidy 

judgments  to  That  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  December  term  next,  no  judg- 
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»' 
ment  rendered,  either  in  the  said  Supreme  Court  or  any  of  the  said     1799. 
Circuit  Courts,  shall  be  a  hen  on  real  estates,  excepting  in  the  coun-    *»— v^-' 
ty  in  which  such  judgment  shall  be  rendered  ;  and  that  every  tes-  tore^i^e^ 
tatn7n  execution  shall  be  a  lien  upon  lands  and  tenements  only  from  ^*es  in  the 

,  .  ,  «  J  proper  coun> 

the  time  ot  the  delivery  thereof  to  the   Sheriff,  who  is  directed  to  ty- 
endorse   the  precise  time   of  receiving  the  same,  and  shall  certify 
forthwith  a  transcript  thereof  together  with  the  day  and  time  of  such 
testatum  execution  coming  to  his  hands,  in  and  to  the  office   of  the  Li^n  <jf /«• 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  lor  the  county  wherein  such  lands  and  '«'i"»e«- 
tenements  shall  be,  unless  the  same  Lmds  shall  be  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  which  case  such  transcript  shall  be  returned  into 
the  office   of  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  shall 
also  make  the  return  of  the  said  writ  and  endorsement  to  the  office 
of  the  Court  from  whence  the  Avrit  issues.* 

Passed  20lh  March,  ir99.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  358. 
[*  The  residue  of  this  act  is  repealed.] 


CHAPTER  MMXXII. 

An  ACT  to  continue  an  act.  entitled  "  An  Act  to  revive  the  incor-  r„  . » 
poration  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North-America,^^         399,] 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  co7nmonxuea/th  of  PeuJisyhania^  ifi  General  Assetn- 
blif  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  dura- 
the   act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  revive  the  incorporation  of  the  sub-  c},a".°et*f 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  North-America,"  passed  the   seventeenth  ^^^^^^ 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  America 

•  •  ■*"■  ••■       extended 

and  eighty-seven,  be  continued  in  lull  lorce  and  virtue,  m  all  its 
parts,  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  from  and  after  the  seventeenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  as  fully  and 
eifectually  as  if  this  present  period  of  its  extension  were  a  part  of 
the  act  above  recited,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  thence  next  following. 
Passed  20th  March,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  356. 


CHAPTER  MMXXVII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regidate  hawk-  [OHginai 
ers  and  pedlars.'^''  act.vo).2, 

^  pa.  99.J 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  com^nonwealth  of  Pennsijlvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  who  only 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person  shall  be  licensed  ^enLd^is' 
as  a  hawker,  pedlar  or  petty  chapman,  within  this  state,  but  such  pedlars? *"* 
only  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who,  from  age,  loss 
ot  limb,  or  other  bodily  infirmity,  shall  be  disabled  from  procuring 
a  livelihood  by  labour,  which  disability  shall  be  proven  by  certifi- 
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1799. 


or  refuse  to 
shew  his 
license  ; 

or  lending  or 
borrowing 
a  license. 


In  what  pla- 
ces licensed 
hawkei-s  and 
pedlars  shall 
not  sell. 


Penalty. 

Partial  re- 
Dfli}  of  the 
fornier  act. 


catc  or  certificates  from  one  or  more  physicians  of  respectable  cha- 
racter. 

Sect.  ii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person,  not  being  licensed  as  aforesaid  (except  such 
whose  licenses  may  not  yet  be  expired)  shall  be  found  hawking, 
pedling  or  travelling  from  place  to  place,  through  any  part  of  this 
state,  to  sell  or  expose  for  sale  any  foreign  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandizes, every  person  so  offending  against  this  act  shall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  ;  or,  being  so  qualified,  shall  refuse,  upon 
the  request  of  any  citizen  of  this  state,  to  shew  his  licence,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars  ;  or  if 
any  person  having  a  licence  shall  lend  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
same  to  any  other  person,  the  person  so  lending,  and  the  person  so 
receiving  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars,  respec- 
tively, which  fines  shall  be  recovered  and  applied,  as  by  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement  is  directed  and  provided. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  person,  licensed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  seilj  vend,  or  expose  for  sale,  any  foreign  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize,  in  any  private  or  public  house,  or  in  any  of  the 
open  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  or  in  any  other  part  or  place  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  or  the  townships  of 
the  Northern-Liberties,  Moyamensing,  or  Passyunk,  or  any  of  the 
corporate  or  county  towns  of  this  state,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  before  mentioned. 

Sect.  iv.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  is  hereby 
altered  or  amended,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  28tli  Mareh,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  366. 


CHAPTER  IMI^IXXXI, 


An  ACT  for  ineorporating  the  Trustees  of  the  Ministers  and  El- 
ders, constituting  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Sect.  1.  [TRUSTEES  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  "  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,"  with  the  usual  cor- 
porate powers.  2.  No  misnomer  to  affect  grants  to  the  Corporation. 
6.  The  number  of  the  Corporation,  how  to  be  changed,  and  the 
power  of  managing  its  affairs.  7.  What  number  of  the  Corporation 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  How  questions  shall  be 
decided.  8.  Of  the  President  and  Treasurer.  9.  Records  and  ac- 
counts, how  to  be  kept  and  settled.  10.  Limitation  of  the  estate 
which  the  Corporation  may  take  and  hold.] 

Passed  28th  March,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  382.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  MMXXXIII.  1799. 

An  ACT  to  incorporate  the  town  of  West-Chester^   in  the  county 
of  Chester y  into  a  borough. 

Sect.  1.  [WEST-CHESTER  erected  into  a  borough,  and 
its  boundaries  described.  2.  AYhen  and  what  borough  officers  shall 
be  chosen.  3.  Proceedings  at  the  election  of  borough  officers,  and 
making  return  thereof.  4.  Powers  of  the  borough  officers  in  making 
by-laws,  regulating  the  streets,  &c.  and  levying  taxes.  5.  The  bo- 
rough incorporated,  Avith  the  usual  powers  and  privileges  of  a  cor- 
poration, by  the  name  of  "  The  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  of  West-Chester  in  the  county  of  Chester."  6.  The  bo- 
rough officers  empowered  to  purchase  a  site  of  a  market.  7.  Penal- 
ty for  refusing  to  act  as  a  borough  officer,  how  to  be  recovered,  and 
appeal  allowed.  8.  Qualification  of  the  borough  officers.] 

Passed  28th  March,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  389. 


CHAPTER  MMXXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  town  of  Lebanon ^  iji  the  county  of  Dauphin^ 

into  a  borough. 

Sect.  1.  [The  town  of  Lebanon  erected  into  a  borough,  and 
its  boundaries  described.  2.  AVhen  and  what  borough  officers  shall 
be  chosen.  3.  Proceedings  at  the  election  of  borough  officers,  and 
making  return  thereof.  4.  Powers  of  the  borough  officers  in  mak» 
ing  by-laws,  regulating  streets,  and  levying  taxes.  5.  Regulation 
respecting  markets.  6.  The  borough  incorporated,  with  the  usual 
powers  and  privileges  of  a  Corporation,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Bur- 
gesses and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Lebanon  in  the  county  of 
Dauphin."  7.  Penalty  for  refusing  to  act  as  a  borough  officer,  how 
to  be  recovered  and  appeal  allowed.  8.  Qualification  of  the  borough 
officers.] 

Passed  2»th  March,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  3?8. 


CHAPTER  MMXL. 

An  AUT  for  perpetuating  the  penal  laws  of  this  state,  (Secvoi.? 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou,se  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly ?}iety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sayne^  That  The  penal 
so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  jfeT^'malT 
this  state,"  passed  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety,  as  was  continued  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  An  Act  to  reform  the  penal  laws 
of  this  state,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  together  with  the  last  recited  act,  excepting  only  so  much  there- 

Voi.  m.  2  z 
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1 799.     of  as  limits  the  continuance  of  the  said  recited  act,  be,  and  the  same 
•—^(r— '   hereby  are,  made  perpetual. 

Passed  4th  April,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  372. 


CHAPTER  IMIMXLI. 

(Ai.te.pa.si2  jIj^  act   to   vest  hi  the   President^  Directors  and  Companu.  for 

cbap.  1963.)  .  .F-F  ^j         ■  o/fz-ff'^*' 

erecting-  a  permanent  bridge  over  the  river  ctchnylkiU^  at  or  near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  right  and  title  of  this  commonwealth 
to  the  lot  or  piece  of  ground  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  1.  [Grant  of  a  lot  of  ground  for  erecting  a  permanent 
bridge  over  Schuylkill.  2.  Proceedings  in  case  any  title  or  claim  is 
set  up  for  the  said  lot.] 

Passed  4th  Api-il,  1799. — Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.VI.  page  o7"- 


CHAPTER   MMXLII. 

An  ACT  for  offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants 
of  certain  lands  xvithin  the  Seventeen  Toivnshtps  in  the  county  of 
iMzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

•  Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  comviomvealth  of  Penfisylvania,  in  Ge7ieral  Assembly 
commisjion-  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
t"i'ce°tain*  Isaac  Wliclcn,  of  Chester  county,  Thomas  Boude,  of  Lancaster 
quantify  awl  couuty,  and  General  William  Irvine,  of  Cumberland  county,  be,  and 
situationof  thcv  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 

lands  in  the  ^  r   ,,  ■'       .'  '  ,  .  ,  .  ,/  ,       . 

Seventeen  careiullv  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  quantity,  quality  and  situ- 
in  Luzerne  ation  of  all  lands,  ly  ing  Avithin  what  have  been  commonly  called  and 
by^Pe^nsyi-  kuowii  by  the  name  of  the  Seventeen  Townships  in  the  county  of 
antshefo?e'"  Luzenie,  held  or  claimed  under  a  Pennsylvania  title,  under  a  pa- 
the  decree  of  (;ent.  Or  a  locatiou  or  warrant,  before  the  decree   of  Trenton,   by 

1  reiiton.  .'  .    ,         ^   .      .      ,     .  .  '•' 

which  the  right  of  jurisdiction  was  declared  to  be  in  Pennsylvania, 
on  Avhich  a  survey  has  been  executed,  and  returned  agreeably  to 
The  lands  to  law,  and  to  divide  the  same,  according  to  their  value,  into  four  clas- 
intofour      ses,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth 
va*S'  ^"    class,  th-e  first  class  to  contain  the  lands  of  the  greatest  value,  and 
the  Second,  third  and  fourth  classes  those  of  inferior  value,  preserv- 
ing a  due  proportion  between  each,  and  shalt  adjudge  what  sum  per 
s^re  each  Pennsylvania  Claimant  shall  receive,  not  exceeding  the 
Proviso,  that  rates  hereinafter  mentioned  :  Provided  alzvays.  That  nothing  here- 
sioners  shall  in  Contained  shall  authorize  the  said  Commissioners  to  proceed  to 
tui4o!ooo''  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  this  act,  un- 
cedtdro^the  ^^^  persons  claiming  land  to  the  extent  of  forty  thousand  acres,  un- 
Pen^ns'T-       ^^^  grants  made  by  Pennsylvania,  shall  have  conveyed  and  released 
vania  Claim-  the  same  to  the  State,  by  deeds,  duly  executed,  and  filed  in  the 
Connecticut  Land-Office,  for  the  purpose  and  for  the  considerations  expressed 
thatamounc°  in  tliis  act,  and  vuitil  persons  commonly  called  Connecticut  Settlers, 
TOlbidfby''  claiming  land  to  the  extent  aforesaid,  shall  have  signified  in  writing, 
tjje  decision  under  their  hands  and  seals,  duly  executed  in  the  presence  of  two 
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witnesses,  and  filed  in  the  Land-Office,  that  they  will  submit  to  and     1799. 
abide  by  the  determination  of  the  said  Commissioners :  And  pro-    <.-^-mJ 
vided^  That  if  part  of  the  said  land,  but  not  to  the  extent  aforesaid,  o^.thecom^ 
shall  have  been  released,  or  if  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  to  the  if  cessions" 
extent  aforesaid,  sliould  not  make  their  submissions  accordine;  to  an«*agree- 

.    .  ,  .  ■,       ,  1  ,  ^  ments  are 

the  provisions  herein  contained,  then  such  releases,  as  shall  have  not  made  to 
been  made  by  Pennsylvania  Claimants  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  null  the  former ' 
and  void,  and  the  property,  which  shall  have  been  so  as  aforesaid  re-  *  *"'^^®'  • 
leased,  shall  vest  and  be  held  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed  :  Provided  also,  That  the   lines  of  the  respective  xhe  Com^^ 
tracts  of  lands,  so  as  aforesaid  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  ^a,fo"f" 
Commissioners,  shall  be  the  same  as  those  boundine-  the  original  examine  the 

,,,  -i^^  ••  111  •  1  ines  bound* 

grants,  and  that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  not  examine  any  ingtheori- 
lands,  but  those  which  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  shall  have  agreed  fn^if"" 
as  aforesaid  to  submit  to  their  examination.  cIdSf  "''* 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  compensa- 
That  to  such  of  the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  having  title  made°o the 
as  aforesaid  to  lands  within   either  of  the  said  classes,  who  shall  vaiTa^cuim. 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  such  compensation  shall  be  ^P^^  ^"  "^cr- 
made  as  the   said  Commissioners  shall  award,  not  exceeding  the  transferable, 
rates  herein  after  set  forth,  in  certificates,  to  be  issued  as  herein  after  intereltrand 
directed,  transferable  and  bearing  interest,  receivable  as  specie  in  spSTat^thc 
payments  to  be  made  at  the  Land-Office,  that  is  to  say ;  to  those  i^an^-office. 
whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  first  class  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dol-  pensaaon°for 
lars  an  acre ;  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  second  class  a  sum  j'Wciasses 
not  exceeding  three  dollars  an  acre ;  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  °j^drd^|"t^' 
in  the  third  class  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  an  the  relative 
acre  ',  and  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  fourth  class  a  sum  tracts  oi 
not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  an  acre  :   Provided  always,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  consti-ued  to  direct  or  empow- 
er the  said  Commissioners  to  include  the  whole  or  any  one  original 
survey  in  any  one   class,  unless  in  their  opinion  the  quality  of  the 
whole  tract  will  justify  it,  nor  that  they  shall  fix  the  price  of  each 
tract  included  in  the  same  class  at  any  price  per  acre,  unless  in  their 
opinion  such  tracts  should  be  of  equal  value,  but  that  the  rate  per 
acre  of  the  several  tracts  arranged  in  the  same  class  shall  be  ac- 
cording to  their  relative  value. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bv  the  authoritu  aforesaid,  Proceeding* 

rni  ■.-»  .       ^.t    •  1  1      11     1  1  J   tijr  obtammg 

i  hat  every  Pennsvlvania  Claimant,  who  shall  have  conveyeci  and  a  certificate 
released  to  the  commonwealth  a  regular  title,  as  specified  in  this  act,  sjivania*^""' 
shall,  on  application  to  the   Board  of  Property,  be  entitled  to  re-  ^i^'-n^n^- 
ceive  a  ticket,  directed  to  the  Comptroller- General,  stating  the  num- 
ber of  acres  so  released  and  conveyed  to  the  commonwealth,    and 
the  class  to  which  the  said  land  belongs ;  and  also  certifying  the 
amount  awarded  by  the  commissioners  in  favour  of  such  Pennsylva- 
nia Claimant,    and  the  balance  of  principal  and  interest  due  from 
such  Pennsylvania  Claimant  to  the  commonwealth,   on  account  of 
the  original  purchase   money  of  such  tract  or  tracts,  which  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  Register-General,   and  the  Comptroller-Gene- 
ral to  issue  and  deliver  to  such  Claimant  one  or  more  certificates  oi 
the  nature  herein  before  specified,    for  the  sum  to  which  his  com- 
pensation shall  amount,  alter  having  deductt^d  the  j^rincjpal  and  in* 
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1799. 


A  ppropria- 
tion  for  pay- 
ing the  cer- 
tificates. 

Disputes  be- 
tween Penn- 
sylvania 
Claimants  to 
be  settled  by 
the  Boai-d  of 
Property 
with  appeal 
fi-om  their 
decision. 


(See  act  of 
20th  March, 
1810.) 


Time  allow- 
ed for  apply- 
ing for  com- 
pensation 
under  this 
act. 


Thecommis- 
sicners  shall 
ascert-iiii  the 
rights  of  lots 
of  Connecti- 
cnt  Clai  ..- 
ants  in  the 
said  seven- 
teen 'own- 
ships,  before 
the  decree  of 
Trenton,  and 
divide  them 
into  four 
classes. 


Such  original 
Ccnnecticut 
Settlers  ap- 
plying, and 
securing  the 
purchase  mo- 
ney, before 
1st  of  Janu- 
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terest  so  due  to  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  said  Comptroller-Gene- 
ral is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  such  certificate  or  cer- 
tificates accordingly,  and  to  alter  or  renew  such  certificates,  so  as 
to  accommodate  payments  at  the  Land-Office ;  and  all  public  mo- 
ney which  shall  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Receiver-General  is  here- 
by appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  said  certificates;  and  in  case 
of  disputes  between  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  before  the  issuing  of 
the  certificates  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  such  disputes  shall  be  de- 
cided by  the  Board  of  Property,  according  to  the  general  usage  : 
Provided^  That  their  decision  shall  not  prevent  the  party,  against 
whom  it  is  made,  from  prosecuting  his  claim  in  the  courts  of  law  as 
usual ;  and  in  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Property,  the  certificates  shall  not  issue  until  the  dispute  shall  be 
decided. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  Pennsylvania  Claimant  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation 
under  this  act,  who  shall  not  make  application  to  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty for  that  purpose  within  six  months  from  the  passing  of  this 
act :  Provided^  That  if  such  Claimant  shall,  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing this  act,  be  a  feme-covert,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
or  out  of  the  United  States,  one  year  shall  be  allowed  for  making 
such  application  from  the  time  such  Claimant  shall  cease  to  be  a 
feme-covert,  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  return  to 
some  part  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  also  to  ascertain 
all  the  rights  or  lots  within  the  said  seventeen  townships,  which 
were  occupied  or  required  by  Connecticut  Claimants,  who  were 
actually  settlers  there  at  or  before  the  time  of  the  said  decree  at 
Trenton,  and  which  rights  or  lots  were  particularly  assigned  to 
the  said  settlers  prior  to  the  said  decree,  agreeably  to  the  regula- 
tions then  in  force  among  them,  and  to  divide  the  said  rights  or  lots 
into  four  classes,  to  be  distinguished  in  the  manner  herein  before 
mentioned,  according  to  their  respective  value,  taking  into  consi- 
deration both  the  quality  and  situation,  and  make  out  certificates 
therefor,  with  a  draft  of  the  survey  thereto  annexed ;  and  in  case 
the  said  original  settlers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Land-Office  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and 
agreetopay  to  the  commonwealth, by  eight  equal  annual  instalments, 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  for  lands  of  the  first  class ;  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per  acre  for  lands  of  the  second 
class  ;  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  lands  of  the  third  class ; 
and  at  the  rate  of  eight  and  one  third  cents  per  acre  for  lands  of 
the  fourth  class;  with  interest  upon  each  instalment  till  the  same  is 
paid ;  whereupon  patents  for  lands  so  certified  shall  be  issued  from 
the  proper  office,  paying  the  legal  fees  for  such  patents,  and  also  the 
surveying  fees  :  Provided  nevertheless^  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  or- 
dered. That  no  patents  shall  issue  to  affect  any  lands,  the  titles 
whereof  shall  be  in  any  person  or  persons  claiming  under  Pennsyl- 
vania, until  such  person  or  persons  have  conveyed  their  title  to  the 
commonwealth:  And  provided  also,  That  the  lands  to  be  granted 
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to  any  Connecticut  Claimants,  by  virtue©''  this  act,  shall  be  mort-     1799. 
gaged  by  such  Claimant  or  Claimants,  for  the  pa)^ment  of  the  prin-    ^— v— ^ 
cipal  and  interest  of  the  aforesaid  instalments  due  to  the  common-  ^^^^y^ 
wealth  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  if  lands  ced- 
That  in  case  any  lands  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  commomvealth  by  jywLu""" 
the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  for  whieh  no  application  shall  fhalr!ro"'be 
be  made  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed  by  Connecticut  Claim-  applied  tor _ 
ants  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  tm  year  one  thou-  cutsettiers, 
sand  eight  hvmdred  and  one,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  and  ma/b"J1oid 
he  is  hereby  required,  to  order  such  lands  to  be  sold  at  public  auc-  ^f  January? 
tion,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  giving  six  months  notice  ol  such  i8o»- 
sale  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  of  the  said  city,  provided  the 
same  shall  not  be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  that  at  which  the  state 
has  by  this  act  directed  it  to  be  offered  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants ; 
and  in  case  any  of  the  land  so  exposed  to  sale  should  not  sell  for 
the  sum  for  which  it  was  offered  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants, 
then,  in   such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney-General  p,.^pg^;^  ^ 
immediately  thereafter  to  cause  legal  process  to  be  issued  lor  dispos-  to  dispossess 
sessing  every  such  person   of  the  land  so  claimed,  and  not  sold  by  lands  notso 
the  commonwealth,  excepting  in  the  case  of  minors  under  twenty-  ^°'  ' 
one  years  of  age,  and  persons  beyond  sea,  who  shall  be  allowed  a 
further  time  of   one  year  from  the  time  the  land  claimed  by  them 
was  exposed  to  sale  as  aforesaid,  by  themselves,    guardians  or  at- 
tornies,  to  make  their  application,  and  comply  with  the  tej-ms  of 
this  act. 

Sect.  vii.  And  he  it  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  quaVificarion 
That  each  person  claiming  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall,  prior  to  bV  cialnf- 
the  commissioners  classing  and  valuing  such  person's  land  by  virtue  ^^* 
of  this  act,  make   oath  or  affirmation   (which  oath   or  affirmation 
either  of  the  said  commissioners  is  hereby  authorized  to  adminis- 
ter,(  "  that  he  or  she  does  not  claim  title  under  a  joint  right  of  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  and  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  but  that  he 
or  she  holds    exclusively  under    one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid 
rights,  and  that  he  or  she  has  not  directly  or  indirectly  done,  or 
caused  to  be  done,  any  act  or  thing,  to  destroy  or  conceal  such  joint 
title,  with  a  view  of  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  act;"  and  Lands  held 
if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  claiming  the  provisions  of  this  act  tuie^tvom'* 
holds  by  such  joint  title,  or  that  such  joint  title  has  been  destroyed  nfa"and  Con- 
or concealed  with  the  view  aforesaid,  then,  in  that  case,  such  lands  ^^thh^thu* 
shall  not  be  within  the  provisions  of  this  act.  ^^ 

Sect.  vm.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  QuaHfication 
That  each  of  the  said  commissioners,  before  he  acts,  shall  take  an  missione°rT; 
oath  or  affirmation,  before   some  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  peace,  cieTshl'ifbe 
"  that  he  will  diligently,  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  the  du-  ^"^'orftVto 
ties  assigned  to  him  by  this  act ;"  and   in   case  either  of  the  said  ^'^^• 
commissioners  shall  die,  or  refuse  or  become  incapable  to  act,  the 
Governor  shall  appoint  a  person  to  supply  his  place  ;  and  all  acts  by 
a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  they  had 
all  joined  therein. 

Sect.  ix.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the   said  commissioners  shall  keep  a  regular  account  of  their  missionei^ 
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proceedings  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  deposited  by  them  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Seci'etary  of  the  Land- Office ;  and  they  may  appoint  a 
Clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  before  them  faithfully  to  re- 
gister all  their  proceedings  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  they  may 
appoint  a  Surveyor  or  Surveyors,  and  employ  chain-carriers  and 
markers  for  the  purpose  of  such  surveys,  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
sary, and  the  said  Surveyors,  chain-carriers  and  markers  shall  be 
sworn  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  one  of  the  commissioners, 
faithfully  to  perform  their  respective  duties,  and  shall  receive  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, and  paid  by  the  commonwealth ;  and  all  surveys  made 
by  direction  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  by  them  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General. 

Sect.  x.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  to 
each  of  the  said  commissioners,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day, 
and  to  their  clerk  three  dollars  per  day,  for  each  day  that  they  shall 
be  respectively  employed  in  performing  the  duty  required  by  this 
act. 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  cases  of  dispute  between  the  Connecticut  claimants,  they 
may  elect  to  have  the  same  decided  by  the  said  commissioners,  or 
appeal,  before  such  decision,  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
proper  county ;  and  a  certificate  from  the  clerk  of  such  commission- 
ers, or  from  the  Prothonotary  of  such  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  be- 
fore which  tribunal  such  decision  may  be  had,  certifying  in  whose 
favour  the  same  is  adjudged,  shall  be  good  evidence  to  obtain  a 
patent  from  the  proper  office  aforesaid.  (^IJ 

Passed  4th  Ajiril,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  394. 


ClJ  By  a  supplement  to  this  act, 
passed  15ch  March,  1800,  (chap.  2127,) 
the  Reg:ister-General  was  directed  to 
sign  all  the  certificates  iss!;ed  under  the 
act,  and  unless  so  signed,  the  certifi- 
cates are  declared  to  be  unlawful,  and 
to  create  no  evidence  of  any  property 
or  right  in  the  holder,  or  other  person  : 
and  the  manner  of  cancelling  such  cer- 
tificates, is  prescribed.  The  time  for 
receiving  applications  from  Pennsylva- 
nia claimants  was  extended  to  the  1st 
October,  1800. 

By  a  further  supplement,  passed  6th 
April,  1802,  (chap.  2289,)  all  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants,  whose  titles  originated 
prior  to  the  decree  at  Trenton,  enti- 
tled to  land  within  the  seventeen  town- 
ships, who  shall  transmit  their  releases, 
and  all  Connecticut  claimants,  intend- 
ed to  be  embraced  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  in  the  text,  claiming 
land  in  the  said  townships,  who  shall 
submit  their  titles  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Land-Office,  before  the  1st  August, 
1802,  shall  be  intitled  to  all  the  benefit 
of  the  act  in  the  text. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  of  Connecti- 


cut claimants,  actually  transmitted  and 
received  at  the  Land-Office  aforesaid, 
although  after  the  time  heretofore  ap- 
pointed by  law  for  their  being  received, 
shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  commission- 
ers, in  like  manner  as  if  tliey  had  been 
received  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  so  limited  and  appointed. 

Sect.  3.  And  as  divers  Connecticut 
claimants,  had,  since  their  applications 
had  been  transmitted  to  the  Land-Of- 
fice, sold  their  land,  or  part  thereof,  to 
other  persons  ;  ifin  enacted,  that  such 
subsequent  purchasers  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  benefits  of  the  act  in  the  text, 
in  the  same  manner  as  tlieir  vendors 
would  have  been  entitled,  without  a 
new  application;  and  all  purchasers  un- 
der process  of  law,  of  land  claimed 
under  the  title  of  the  Susquehanna 
Company,  within  the  said  seventeen 
townships,  already  submitted  by  a  for- 
mer claim  thereof,  shall  be  equally  in- 
titled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  in  the 
text,  as  if  such  purchaser  himself 
had  submitted  the  same  by  his  appli- 
cation to  the  Land-Office  for  that  pur- 
pose. [And  see  the  third  section  of  the 
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act  ♦•  To  maintaia  the  territorial  rights 
of  the  state,  &c.  passed  the  same  day, 
(chap.  2288,)  by  which  such  purchasers 
are  protected  from  the  penalties  of  that 
act.] 

Sect.  4.  Attornies  or  agents  duly  au- 
thorized by  such  Connecticut  claimants, 
whose  applications  had  been  made,  or 
may  be  transmitted  to  the  Land-Office, 
or  commissioners  aforesaid,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  in  the  text,  or  this 
supplement,  where  such  claimants  are 
intiints,  or  residents  of  a  distant  part 
of  the  state,  or  out  of  the  state,  or  are 
disabled  by  sickness,  or  corporal  infir- 
mity from  attending  the  commissioners 
in  person,  may  exlubit  the  title  of  such 
claimant,  and  take  the  oath  of  single 
title  enjoined  by  the  act  in  the  text,  in 
respect  of  the  land  so  claimed,  to  the 
best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief; 
and  the  same  shall  be  equally  valid,  as 
if  done  by  the  principals  in  person. 

Sect.  5.  The  commissioners,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  have  power  to  sum- 
mon before  them  any  person  or  persons, 
and  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations 
generally,  to  any  person  appearing 
before  them,  touching  the  objects  of 
the  present  act,  and  the  act  in  the  text ; 
and  any  person  swearing  falsely  in  re- 
spect to  any  matter  whereur.to  he  shall 
be  examined  by  said  commissioners,  or 
any  of  them,  and  within  the  duties  of 
their  office,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
penalties  annexed  by  law  to  the  crime 
of  perjury  ;  but  the  power  of  the  com- 
missioners to  summon  and  examine,  up- 
on oath  or  affirmation,  any  person  what- 
soever, shall  be  coniined  to  the  proper 
objects  of  their  commission,  and  the 
duties  by  law  assigned  to  them. 

Sect.  6.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Attorney-General,  to  give  his  legal  ad- 
vice and  opinion,  without  delay,  on  any 
question  submitted  to  him  by  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
respecting  the  execution  of  their  com- 
mission. 

Sect.  7.  Commissioners  empowered 
to  employ  one  additional  clerk  perma- 
nently, and  sucli  occasional  assistance 
as  may  be  requisite,  ike. 

Sect.  8.  Commissioners  to  be  reim- 
bursed all  reasonable  costs  incurred  in 
transporting  the  books,  &c.  from  one 
place  to  another,  and  their  travelling 
expenses. 

Sect.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  commissioners  to  survey,  value 
and  certify,  not  merely  such  parts  and 
portions  of  the  tracts  of  land  claimed 
under  the  Susquehanna  company,  with- 
in the  seventeen  townships,  as  had 
been  or  may  be  I'eleased  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania claimants,  but  the  whole  of 
each  tract  of  land  claimed  bv  a  Con- 


necticut claimant  who  shall  establish 
his  title  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act  in  the  text,  whether  released 
to  the  commonwealth,  or  not ;  and  if 
any  Pennsylvania  claimant  of  such  land 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  release,  be- 
fore 1st  August,  1802,  such  claimant 
shall  not  recover  the  same  in  any  action 
against  ther  Connecticut  claimant,  in 
whose  favour  a  certificate  shall  be 
granted  by  the  commissioners  for  such 
land,  or  any  person  claiming  under 
such  certificate,  Sic.  But  he  siiall  be  at 
liberty  to  institute  a  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court  against  the  commonwealth, 
which  suit  sliall  be  tried  and  determin- 
ed, &c.  at  which  trial  the  court  and 
jury  shall  have  power  to  award  a  just 
compensation  for  the  land  so  taken  from 
the  Pennsylvania  claimant.  Provided^ 
he  shall  make  it  appear  tliat  he  is  fully, 
fairly  and  exclusively  entitled  to  such 
land,  except  as  against  the  person  claiiii- 
ing  by  virtue  of  the  certificate,  &c. 

Sect.  10.  Every  Connecticut  claimant 
applying  for  a  certificate,  first  to  deliver 
up  to  the  commissioners  all  title  papers, 
which  they  are  to  transmit  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Land-Office. 

Much  of  the  foregoing  supplement  is 
now  obsolete,  and  the  power  of  the  com- 
missioners is  extinct. 

By  a  further  supplement,  passed  4th 
April,  1805,  (chap.  2612.)  Such  Con- 
necticut  settlers  of  Xhe  fifteen  townships, 
claiming  lands  under  the  act  in  the  text, 
as  are,  or  may  be  entitled  to  receive 
patents  for  the  same,  who  may  desire 
such  lands  to  remain  as  a  securit;  for 
the  purchase  money,  without  the  ex- 
pense of  mortgaging,  and  requesting 
this  to  be  done  by  writing  under  hand 
and  seal  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land-Office,  the  Secretary  shall 
thereupon  issue  patents  to  them,  and 
certify  thereon  the  amount  of  purchase 
money  due,  and  the  periods  when  the 
same  shall  become  due,  which  shall  be 
a  lien  on  the  land,  in  nature  of  a  mort- 
gage. Such  certificate  on  such  patents, 
&c.  to  be  recorded  in  the  proper  county, 
within  six  months  after  the  date  of  the 
patents,  or  patents  to  be  void  :  and  such 
records  shall  be  as  good  evidence  of 
the  purchase  money  due  to  the  com- 
monwealth, and  upon  which  to  bring  a 
suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  as  if 
it  had  been  secured  by  mortgage  in  pro- 
per form,  recorded  at  large. 

The  Recorder  of  Luzerne  eoimty  au- 
thorized to  record  and  certify,  &c.  the 
*'  Westinoreland  i-ecords." 

By  a  further  supplement,  passed  9tk 
April,  1807,  (chap.  2840.)  Pennsylva- 
nia claimants,  claiming  lands  within  the 
filteen  townships,  whether  from  titles 
prior  to  the  decree  of  Trenton,  or  ac- 
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([aired  by  witrrunt  and  survey  priorto 
28tli  March,  1807,  &.c.  may  release  tlieir 
several  claims  to  the  commoiiwealtli, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
ofthe  Land-Office  by  the  1st  of  August, 
(1807.)  And  all  Connecticut  claimants, 
claiming  land^  in  said  townships  may 
apply  and  transmit  tlieir  applications  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  on  or 
befoi>e  1st  October,  (1807,)  in  the  man- 
ner heretofore  used  under  the  act  in  the 
text,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  said  act,  and  supplements 
thereto. 

Sect.  2.  The  commissioners  under  said 
act  and  supplements,  in  examining  the 
claims  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  al- 
ready submitted,  or  those  which  may 
be  hereafter  submitted,  &c.  shall  not  re- 
quire the  said  lands  to  have  been  occu- 
pied prior  to  the  decree  of  Trenton,  but 
shall  certify  the  same  to  the  applicants, 
if  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Susquehanna  company  at  any  time,  they 
should  otherwise  thereto  be  entitled. 

Sect.  4.  A  new  survey  to  be  made  of 
part  of  Newport  tovimship,  and  patents 
to  issue  in  conformity  to  said  survey. 

By  act  of  28th  March,  1808,  (chap. 
2994.)  All  powers  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners are  suspended  ;  and  they  are 
directed  to  deposit  all  their  books,  re- 
cords and  papers,  &c.  in  the  office  ofthe 
Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  on  or  be- 
fore 15th  May,  1808.  And  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  ofthe  Land- 
Office  and  Surveyor-General  to  report 
to  the  next  legislature,  the  situation  of 
tlie  business,  sliewing  what  has  been 
done,  and  what  will  be  the  probable  ex- 
pense to  the  state. 

Ninety  days  allowed  to  persons  wlio 
had  obtained  patents  and  not  recorded 
them  under  the  act  of  4th  April,  1S05, 
to  have  them  recorded,  &c.  Act  of  3d 
April,  1809. 

By  act  of  19th  March,  1810,  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  the  titles  to  lands 
in  Bedford  and  Ulster  townships,  the 
Governor  is  required  to  appoint  three 
commissioners  to  examine  the  lands, 
&c.  and  divide  them  into  four  classes, 
according  to  their  comparative  value, 
and  adjudge  what  shall  be  paid  to  each 
Pennsylvania  claimant,  who  shall  re- 
ceive certificates  of  the  value  thereof, 
if  he  will  accept  of  the  compensation, 
■which  certificate  shall  be  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office^  who 
shall  certify  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  and  interest  due  to  the  common- 
wealth, to  the  accounting  department, 
who  shall  deduct  the  same  from  the 
compensation  fixed  by  the  commission- 
ers, and  the  balance  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer,  on  warrants  drawn  by  the 
Auditor-General.      Disputes  between 


Pennsylvania  claimants  to  be  settled  by 
the  board  of  property,  with  appeal,  &c. 
Secretary  not  to  certify  to  the  account- 
ing department  until  final  decision. — 
Pennsylvania   claimants    may   institute 
suits  in  the  Common   Pleas  of  the  pro- 
per county,  if  they  do  not  choose  to  ac- 
cept the  compensation   offered   by  tiie 
commissioners,   kc.  but  if  they  do   not 
recover  a  greater  sum  than  that  fixed 
by  the  commissioners,   they  shall  pay 
costs  of  suit.     Commissioners  to  ascer- 
tain  the  lots   occupied   by  Connecticut 
claimants,  &.c.  and  to  allot   the  same  to 
them,  and  divide   the   same   into   lour 
classes,  &c.   and   deliver   them  certifi- 
cates of  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  said  lands, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  eight  equal  annu- 
al instalment.s,    with    interest  from  the 
date  of  the  certiticate.     The  Secretary 
of  the   Land-Office    to   issue   patents 
thereon,  certifying  the  sum  due,  which 
shall  be  recoi-ded  in  six  months,  or  pa- 
tents to  be  void,  &c.     But  no  certificate 
to  issue  for   lands  on  which  a  Pennsyl- 
vania claimant  resides.     Claimants  not 
to  hold   under   a  joint  title.     Commis- 
sioners to  take  an  oatii  of  office,  acts  of 
a  majority  to  be   valid.     Governor   to 
supply  vacancies.     An  account  of  their 
proceedings  to  be  kept.     All  surveys  to 
be  returned  to   the  Surveyor-General's 
office.     Disputes  between  Connecticut 
settlers  lo  be  decided    by  the  commis- 
sioners.    The  duties  to   be   performed 
before  the  second  Tuesday  of  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  and  the  accounts  to  be   laid 
before  the  next  legislature. 

By  act  of  20th  March,  1810.  In  case 
of  disputes  between  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants, under  the  act  in  the  text,  on  de- 
mand of  either  p-arty,  the  board  of  pro- 
perty may  direct  an  issue  to  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, to  decide  the  right,  the  decision 
to  be  final,  and  the  certificate  to  be  de- 
livered accordingly. 

This  act  arose  out  of  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  the  coninioniuealth  v.  Coch- 
ran, 1  Binney,  324 

By  act  of  23d  January,  1811.  Any 
Connecticut  settler  may  pay  the  whole 
purchase  money  and  interest  at  the 
time  of  taking  out  his  patent,  or  any 
number  of  the  instalments.  If  any 
Connecticut  settler  shallhave  neglected 
or  omitted  to  have  his  patent  recorded, 
but  shall  within  the  time  in  which  the 
last  instalment  becomes  due  pay  the 
whole  principal  and  interest,  then  the 
patents  shall  be  v:did,  but  not  other- 
wise. Persons  holding  certificates  who 
do  not  apply  before  the  1st  Nov'r,  1812, 
for  a  patent,  and  secure  the  payment, 
&.C.  shall  be  liable  \o  pay  interest  on 
the  aggregate  amount  of  principal  and 
interest  from  sa^d  time.     Person's  hold- 
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ing  certificates  for  lands  in  Bedford  and  county     against    the     commonwealth.      1799. 
Ulster,  sliall  make  application  for   pa-  Interest  ceased  on  certificates  issued    ^ ,        j 
tents  within  :wo  years  from  the  date  of  under  the  act  in  the  text  on  1st    April, 
their  certificarcs,  or  be  liable  to  pay  in-  1806.— See  act   of  3lst  March,   1806, 
teresl  upon  the   ag-greg'ate    amount    of  (chap.  2718;)  and  see  the  act  to  corn- 
principal  and  interest  due  at  the  end  of  pensate  David  Meade  and  others,  pass- 
the  said  two  years  until  the  debt  is  dis-  ed  9th  March,  1796,  (chap.  1866,)  ante, 
charg^ed.  page   267,  and  the  act  to  redeem  the 
By  act  of  2od   March,    1811.     Penn-  certificates  in  that  act  mentioned,  pass- 
sylvania  claimants,    who  had  a  right  to  ed  1st  April,  1805,  (chap.  2587.) 
bring  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court,  before  See  also   (chap.  1815,)  ante.  pa.  ?09, 
4th  Monday  in  October,  1809,  may  bring  and  the  notes  thereto, 
suit  in  the  Common   Pleas  of  Luzerne 


CHAPTER  MMXLIII. 

An  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  Chambersburgh  Academy, 

Sect.  1.  [GRANT  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  Chambers- 
burgh Academy.  2.  Provision  for  educating  poor  students  gratis, 
not  more  than  five  at  any  one  time,  &c.] 

Passed  5lU   April,  1799. — Recorded  in  Lavr  Book  No.  VI.  page  433. 

CHAPTER  MMXLV. 

An  ACT  declaring  Dunkard  creek.,  in  the  county  of  Greene^  a  pub- 
lic highxvay. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the    Senate    and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  As- 
sembly met^  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Dunkard 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Dunkard  creek,  in  the  county  cii^e'dtfpub. 
of  Greene,  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  the  main  fork  (or  the  se-  ''<=  highway, 
veral  parts  thereof  which  pass  through  this  commonwealth)  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway,  under 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  herein  after  specified ;  and  it  shall  ^^^^  ^^^ 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  desirous  of  impi'ovipg  or  using  ¥^  obscru*. 
the  navigation  of  said  creek  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  ob-  navigation 
structions,  excepting  mill-dams  already  built,  from  the  mouth  thereof  moved!  '^ 
up  to  the  main  fork,  or  the  several  parts  thereof  which  pass  through 
this  commonwealth,  and  also  to  erect  such  slopes  at  the  mill  dams 
already  built,  and  keep  them  in  repair,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  and  the  ascent  of  fish  :   Provided  ahvays., 
That  such  slopes  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of 
said  dams. 

Sect.  ii.  j^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  persons  here- 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un-  thoHzeT 
derstood  to  i^revent  anv  person  or  persons,  possessincr  lands  on  said  '"^y  ^''?^'  . 

*        P  ,     ■     '        .  ,•      1  •  11  1    °  .  ,  ,       and  maintain 

creek,  who,  before  the  passmg  or  this  act,  had  authority  under  the  dams,  provi. 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam,  from  erecting  any  such  kipt  in'orr* 
dam  or  dams   that  he  or  she  may  think  proper:  Provided  alzvai/s^i^irT^^^' 
That  such  dams  be  so  constructed,  and  continued  in  repair,  as  that 
there  may  be  a  slope  to  each  dam  at  least  thirty  feet  in  widths  ex- 
VOL.  III.  3   A 
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1799,  tending  four  times  the  distance  down  the  creek  that  such  dam  may- 
be in  perpendicular  height,  and  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  boats 
and  rafts,  and  the  ascent  of  fish. 

Passed  5th  April,  1799. — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  434. 


CHAPTER  MMXLVI. 

^n  ACT  to  repeal  part  of  an  act^  entitled  "  An  act  for  regulating; 
pitching^  paving  and  cleansing  the  highrvays,  streets^  lanes  and 
alleys^  and  for  regulatings  making  and  amending  the  -water' 
courses  and  common  servers^  xvit/iin  the  inhabited  a7id  settled  parts 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  raising  of  money  to  defray  the 
expenses  thereof  and  for  other  purposes  therein  ?nentioned.^^ 

fv-oL  1.  page  WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the 

city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  the  townships 
of  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, holding  ov  possessing  lands  within  the  said  district  and 
townships,  are  much  aggrieved  by  the  restrictions  laid  on  the  trans- 
portation of  produce  and  manure,  from  or  to  their  respective  pos- 
sessions, on  or  over  the  paved  parts  of  the  said  city,  by  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  regulating,  pitching,  paving,  and  cleansing  the 
highways,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  and.  for  regulating,  making  and 
amending  the  water  courses  and  common  sewers,  within  the  inhabit- 
ed and  settled  parts  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  raising  of  mo- 
ney to  defray  the  expenses  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.    Be  it  enacted  by  the   Senate  and   House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxuealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
Bepeai  of  so  bly  Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
fornllr  law.  SO  much  of  the  act  aforesaid,  as  debars  or  prevents  any  person  or 
the  w^heeis!f  pc^sons  residing  within  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
wyggonsand  cjelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships  of  Moyamensing 
and  used  by  and   Passyuuk,  or  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  holding  or  pos- 
in  the  North-  sessiug  lands  within  the  said  district  or  townships,  from  transport- 
tCs^i'ifala.    ii^§"  ill  his,  her  or  their  waggons,  wains  or  carts,  for  his,  her  or 
southivavk    ^^^^  o^"  propcr  usc,  any  matters  or  things  whatsoever,  on  or 
Moyamen '    through  any  of  the  paved  parts  of  the  said  city,  unless  the  fellies  of 
Passyunk.     the  whccls  of  such  waggous  or  carts  be  of  certain  dimensions,  and 
the  loads  thereon  do  not  exceed  a  certain  weight,  be,  and  the  sauie 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  5th  April,  1799 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VL  page  438. 


CHAPTER  MMXLYII. 

An  ACT  for  incorporating  the  cojigregation  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  of  St.  John,  in  West-Cain,  in  the  county  of 
Chester,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned* 

Sect.    1.  [THE  minister,  church-wardens  and  vestry  of  St. 
John's  church,  in  the  township  pf  West-pain,  in  the  county  of  Ches- 
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ter,  incorporated.  2.  Power  and  privileges  of  the  corporation,  1799. 
3.  Appropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the  corporation.  4.  Power  of  ^-  v  -* 
the  corporation  to  alien  their  estate.  5.  Proviso  as  to  the  assent  to 
sell;  and  appropriation  of  the  proceeds.  6,  7",  8.  Corporate  pow- 
ers to  transact  business,  and  make  by-laws,  &c.  9.  Number  of 
the  corporation;  when  and  by  whom  elections  shall  be  made.  10. 
Church- wardens  and  treasurer,  when  and  how  chosen ;  and  how 
vacancies  shall  be  supplied.  11."  Limitation  of  the  annual  revenue 
of  the  corporation.  12.  The  late  trustees  shall  assign  all  bonds 
and  securities  to  the  corporation.] 

Passed  5th  April,  ir99.— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No,  VI.  page  4^9, 


CHAPTER  MMXLIX. 

Aji  ACT  to  erect  and  alter  certain  election  districts  xvithin  this  com^ 

7nonxvealth, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That  where  eiec^ 
from   and   after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  the  district  townshii.sl'of 
composed   of  the  townships   of  Fermanagh  and   JMilford,  in  the  ana'Sfi'ifo^rd 
county  of  Mifflin,  shall   hold   their  elections   at  the  public  school-  '"  Mifflin 

1  •        -^T-m-  1  •  •  1  •         1  1  couiiiy,  shall 

house   m  Mitilm  town,  any  thmg  m  any  law  contained  to  the  con-  beheld, 
trary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  SaitLick 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Salt  FayeuJ^'  ^ 
Lick,  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  herebv '^°""^''.' • 

,.  •',.,..  Ill  1  erected  into 

erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall »» election 
hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Andrew 
Trapp,  Esquire,  in   said  township,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Part  of  ai- 
That  so  much  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  as  is  hereafter  described,  ty^erecte'dil?- 
viz.  beginning  on  the  line  dividing  Elder's  and  Cunningham's  dis-  dUtHtu"^*''"' 
tricts  of  depreciation  land,  five  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  Bull    f 
ereek,  being  the  south-east  corner  of  Middlesex  township,  thence     ' 
west  twenty  miles  to  the  west  side  of  Alexander's  district  of  depre-     '< 
ciation   land,  thence  north   along  the  west  line  to  the  line  dividing      • 
the  depreciation  and  donation  lands,  thence  east  along  the  last  men- 
tioned line  to  the  line  dividing  Elder's  and  Cunningham's  districts 
aforesaid,  thence   south  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  sepa- 
rate election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Andrew  M'Clure,  in  said  dis*- 
trict. 

Passed  8th  April,  1799.— Recorded  ij)  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  435, 
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1799.  CHAPTER  MML. 

An  ACT  for  alter'mg  and  erecting  certain  election  districts  within 
this  C07nmotiwealth. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Tiie  sixth  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
irictinMont-  the  towHship  of  Limerick,  and  such  parts  of  the  townships  of  Doug- 
eoSit7erect-  lass  and  New-Hanover,  as  lie  south-west  of  a  line  beginning  where 
*^'  the  line  of  Berks  county  crosses  the  Fox  Hill  in  Douglass  township 

aforesaid,  thence  extending  along  the  summit  of  said  hill,  until  it 
intersects  the  road  leading  through  Falkner's  swamp  to  Philadelphia, 
near  the  house  now  occupied  by  the  Reverend  Frederick  Wyere- 
land,  then  extending   down   the  said  road  to  the  line  of  Limerick 
township  aforesaid,  being  a  part  of  the  fifth  election  district  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  sixth  election  district;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  elections   at  the  house  now  occupied  by  George  Pfleiger,  ia 
Pott's  town,  in  the  township  of  Douglass  aforesaid:  And  the  town- 
ships of  Upper-Hanover,  Marlborough  and  Frederick,  and  so  much 
of  the  toAvnships  of  Douglass  and  New-Hanover,  as  lies  north-east 
of  the  line  of  the  sixth  election  district,  being  part  of  the  said  fifth 
i^e  fifth       election   district,  are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be 
eiecUondis-  called  the  fifth  election  district;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Henry  Creps,  in  the 
township  of  New-Hanover  aforesaid. 
Place  of  hold-      Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
in^Griene""^  That  the  clcctors  of  Greene  district,  in  the  county  of  Greene,  from 
Greeiie'coun-  ^^^  after  the  passiug  of  this  act,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
ty-  house  now  occupied  by  John  Burley,  within  said  district. 

The  seventh      Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ttictiiiLan-  That,  Irom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  V/ar- 
erected!"*"'^  wick  and  Rapho,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  are  hereby  erected  into 
,a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  seventh  district ;  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  John  Heintzelman,  in  the  town  of  JManheim,  in  the  township  of 
Rapho  aforesaid, 
nace  of  Sect.  iv.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

tionsin thi '  That  the  electors  of  the  townships  of  Donegal  and  Mount-Joy,  form- 
of'taSer  ^^'^  the  third  district  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  hold  their  elec- 
county.        tions  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Boggs,  formerly  occupied  by  John 
Wolfley,  near  Elizabeth  town,   in  the  township  of  Donegal  afore- 
said. 
l^l^^onlit      ^E^T*  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
trkt  ill        That  the  townships  of  Upper  and  Lower  Mount-Bethel,  being  part 
ton"ounty     ol  the   first  district  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  shall,  from  and 
erected.       ^fj.gj,  ^^^  passing  of  this  act,  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  seventh  election  district;   and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
hold   their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Samuel  Gulick, 
at  or  near  the  line  of  the  said  townships. 
teent^"e7ec.       Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
tiou  district  That  that  part  of  Beaver  township/,  in  Northumberland  county,  ly- 
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ihg  westward  of  the  following  line,  viz.  beginning  at  the  house  of    1 799. 
Francis  Long,  at  the  foot  of  Jacks's  mountain,  thence  a  south  course    ^— >— ^ 
to  George  Thomas's,  at  the  foot  of  the  said  mountain,  including  the  i"  Northum- 
said  t  rancis  iiOng  and  (jeorge   1  homas,  thence  in  the  same  direc-  ty  erecied. 
tion  to  the  Mohontango  township  line,  being  part  of  the  sixth  elec- 
tion district,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  four- 
teenth district ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Henry  Groce,  senior,  in  Beaver  town- 
ship aforesaid. 

Sect.  vii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rheaKk 
That  the  township  of  Wharton,  being  part  of  the  first  election  dis-  trfct  oTrly- 
trict  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  gre^cteu  "'^ 
this  act,  be  a  separate  election  district,  called  the  fifth  election  dis- 
trict ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Samuel  Bell,  in  said  township. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  itforther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Manauinan- 
That  the  township  of  Manallin,  now  part  of  the  third  election  dis-  union  eiec- 
trict,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  an-  """  '^"'*^  ' 
nexed  to  the  Union  election  district;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall,  place  of  hoW- 
from   and   after  the  passing  of  this  act,  hold  their  elections  at  the  '"^^ 
court-house  in  the  town  of  Union. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  m^c^tionsor 
That  Jefferson  township,  in  the  county  of  Greene,  and  such  part  ])artor°Mor- 
of  Morgan  township,  in  said  county,  as  lies  east  of  the  road  lead-  shipsrii' 
ing  from  Waynesburgh  to  the  town  of  Washington,  shall  be  a  sepa-  p?^ind^at" 
rate  election  district;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elec-  ''^^^P^o-, 
tions  at   the   house  now  occupied  by  Samuel  Salmon,  in  the  town  aistrktaa- 
of  Jefferson  ;  and  that  the  remaining  part  of  Woodruflt's  district  be  "rankHn 
annexed  to  the  district  of  Franklin  township ;    and  the   electors  ^°^"*'"P' 
thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  same  place  with  those  of  the 
.    same  district. 

Sect.   x.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^^^-of'^^^ 
That  so  much  of  Erie  township,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  as  Allegheny 
lies   within  the   following  bounds,  viz.  beginning  at  the  north-east  ejected  into 
corner  of  the  triangle  in  said  township,  thence  by  the  state  line  di-  alsfrfct'"" 
viding  New- York  from  Pennsylvania  south  to  the  old  line  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  thence  west  by  said  line  to  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
mile  tree  ;  thence  north  to  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  along  said  Lake  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Timothy  Tutle,  in  said  district. 

Sect.    xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ot?™f^^rate 
'    That  the  following  bounds,  in  the  county  of  .•Ulegheny,   viz.  be-  election 
ginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  Power's  district ;  thence  south  Allegheny 
along  the  line  of  the  state  to  the  south-west  corner  of  Power's  dis-  '^°'*"^^" 
trict,  thence  east  along  the  line  of  Power's  district  about  eleven  miles ; 
\  thence  north  along  a  line  that  strikes  the  east  side  or  outlet  of   the 
V  Little  Coniott  Lake,  and  continuing  the  same  line  and  course  until 
I  it  intersects  the   line   dividing  Power's  and  Rees's  districts ;  and 
thence  along  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate 
election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections 
at  the  house  novr  occupied  by  John  M'Gunnigle,  in  said  district. 
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1799.         Sect.  xii.  j4nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  following  bounds,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  viz.  begin- 
ning at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  thence 
south  along  the  western  boundary  thereof  ten  miles,  to  the  line  di- 
viding Rees's  and  Power's  districts;  thence  east  along  said  line 
twelve  miles  ;  thence  north  to  Lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  said  Lake 
.    to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district;  and 
i    the  electors  thereof   sh  dl  hold  th.;ir  elections  at  the  house  now  oc- 
/    cupied  by  Thomas  Hamilton,  in  the  town  of    Lexington,  in  said 
district. 
Boundaries         Sect.  XIII.  And  be  it  further  euacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
of  astjparate  That  thc  follow^iug  bounds  in  the  count}^  of  Allegheny,  viz.  begin- 
district  in     ning  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Triangle ;  thence  west  along 
coumy?'*''     the  old  line  of  the  state,  to  the  election  district  established  by  the 
twelfth  section  of  this  act ;  thence  south  by  said  district  to  the  line 
dividing  Rees's  and  Power's  districts;  thence  by  said  line  east  to 
the  district  established  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  this  act;  thence 
north  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district ; 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  Aow 
occupied  by  Daniel  Henderson,  in  the  town  of  Waterford. 
Boundaii  s         Sect.  XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ot  a  separate  That  the  following  bounds  in  Allegheny  county,  viz,  beginning  at 
district  in     the  soutli-cast  corner  of  the  Triangle  in  Erie  township  ;   thence 
cora^yr^  { east  along  the  old  line  of  the  state  to  the  Allegheny  river  ;  thence 
\  down  the  said  river  to  the  line  dividing  the  late  districts  of  M'Dow- 
ell  and  Nicholson ;  thence  west  by  said  line  to  Power's  district  ; 
and  thence  north  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  elec- 
[tion  district;  and  the  electors  thereof   shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  William  Miles,   in  said  district. 
Boundaries        Sect.  XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
of  a  separate  That  the  following  bounds  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  viz.  begin- 
district  in      ning  at  the  Allegheny  river,  at  the  division  line  between  the  depre- 
couw:y!"^     ciation  and  donation  lands  ;  thence  west  along  said  line  to  the  north- 
I  west  corner  of   Alexander's  district;  thence   north  to   the  division 
I  line  between  the  third  and  fourth  donation  districts;  thence  east  to 
I  the  Allegheny  river,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  bcgin- 
Ining,   shall  be  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof 
Ishall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  Buch- 
annan,  in  said  district. 
.  Sect.  xvi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

of  aseiarate  That  the  foUowiug  bouuds  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  viz.  begin- 
districTin      ning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  fourth  district  of  donation  lands  ; 
county!"^ .   thence  east  along  the  division  line  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  dis- 
\   tricts  of  donation  lands  nineteen  miles  ;  thence  south  to  the  division 
'    line  between  the  first  and  second  districts  of  donation  lands  ;  thence 
\    west  to  the  state  line  ;  thence  north  along  said  line  to  the  place  of 
I   beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  electors 
\  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Ha- 
\  vid  Sample,  in  said  district. 
Place  of  Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

elections  in    That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the,  electors   of  the 
DirtrictV    Third  Election  District  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  hold 
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their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Sagars,  junior,     1799. 
in  Bustletown,  any  thing  in  any  law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary    ^—v— ' 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  Sy!^^^"" 

Sect,  xviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  btj  the  authority  aforesaid^  piace  of 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electoi-^  of  the  the"'ounh 
Fourth  Election  District  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon  shall  hold  Sun[i'ngdo„ 
their  elections  at  the  house  of  Frederick  Chrisman,  in  the  town  oi  county. 
Holidaysburgh. 

Sect.  xix.   And  he  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  Ninth 
That  all  that  part  of   Ileidleburgh  township,  in  the  county  of  Dau-  District  of 
phin,  which  lies  north  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  dwelling-house  ot  cou^ty'erect- 
Jacob  Mease,  including  the  house  of  the  said  Jacob  Mease,  on  the  ^^' 
Lebanon  township   line,  to   intersect  the  line  of  Berks  countj^  at 
Zimmerman's  mill,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  Ninth  Election  district ,; 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Godfrey  Keiner,  in  IMoyerston :  And  the  electors  of 
that  part  of  said  township,  lying  south  o^t  the  above  described  line, 
shall  hold  their  elections  at  Ileidleburgh,  as  heretofore. 

Sect.    xx.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Greenwich 
That  the  townships  of   Greenwich   and  Albany,  in   the  county  of  ^  Berks"''' 
Berks,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district;  and  the  erected  into 
citizens  of  said  district  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  drstrfc"'^ 
now  occupied  by  Michael  CroU,  in  the  township  of  Greenwich 
aforesaid. 

Passed  8lh  April,  17'99. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  424. 


CHAPTER  MMLI. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  a  rbady  front  the 
toxvn  of  Ne-wbury^  in  the  countij  of  Lycoming^  to  the  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  mile  stone  ^  on  the  line  dividing  this  state  from  th^ 
state  of  New-Tori, 

WHEREAS  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
'Lycoming,  in  this  commonwealth,  have  presented  their  petitions  to 
the  Legislature,  stating  that  the  present  road  from  the  town  of  New- 
bury, near  the  mouth  of  Lycoming  creek,  to  the  Genesee  country, 
is  extremely  bad,  so  as  to  be  passable  with  great  difficulty,  and  pray- 
ing that  a  road  might  be  opened  by  a  new  course ;  and  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  prayer  of  their  petitions  should  be  granted,  upon  the 
terms  herein  after  mentioned :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  '^'^^  ^"^fj?" 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  receive  proposals  edto  receive 
for  laying  out  and  opening  a  road,  not  less  than  twenty  feet  wide,  laying  out  a 
from  the  town  of  Newbury,  in  the  county  of  Lycoming,  to  Mor-  Kewbmy,  in 
ris's  mills  ;  from  thence  by  the  best  and  most  direct  route   to  the  ^^^^'y]\l 
uorth-east  corner  of  Strawbridge's  marsh,  or  as  near  thereto  as  may  ^^^j'^J^'^j  "'^' 
be  j  and  from  thence  by  the  nearest  and  best  route  to  the  one  hun-  einemiie 


S7& 

1799.  dred  and  nine  mile  stone,  on  the  line  dividing  this  state  from  the 
state  of  New- York,  or  as  near  as  may  be,  which  road,  when  sur- 
veyed, laid  out  and  opened,  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
public  highway. 

The  expense      Sect.    II.  And  be  it  fiirthev  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tobe^defray.  That  the  cxpeuse  of  laying  out  and  surveying  the  said  road,  and 
Kri^tfoilr      all  charges  incident  thereto,  shall  in  the  first  instance  be  paid  by 
such  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lycoming,  or  other  persons 
as  may  think  proper  to  subscribe,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expense  thereof. 
The  road  to        Sect.  III.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^nd^'hen  ^'*'  That  after  the  said  road  shall  have  been  laid  out  and  opened,  as  is  here- 
compieteda  in  before  mentioned,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  to 
Sree  thou-   view  the  said  road,  and  make  report  to  him ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
shall  be  *"  by  said  report  that  a  road  or  cartway  is  actually  laid  out  and  opened, 
trrehnburse  between  the  town  of  Newbury  and  the  one  hundred  and  nine  mile 
thejiubscri-   g^Qne  in  the  state  line,  by  the  route  herein  before  mentioned,  then 
and  in  that  case,  the  Govel'nor  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  war- 
rant on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to 
reimburse  the  person  or  persons,  who  were  the  subscribers  for  open- 
ing and  laying  out  said  road. 

Passed  8th  April,  1799— Recorded  in  Law  Book  Uo.  VI.  page  43?. 


CHAPTER  MIVILII. 

An  ACT  to  prevent  the  erection  of  fish- dams  and  baskets  in  the 
rivers  Schuylkill,  Susquehanna  and  Juniata^  and  the  branches 
thereof     (mj 

WHEREAS  the  existing  laws  for  preventing  the  erection  of 
fish-dams  and  baskets  have  been -found  insufficient,  whereby  those 
nuisances  have  of  late  been  increased,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Schuylkill,  Susquehanna  and   Juniata,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  fish  in  the  said  waters  :  For  remedy  whereof. 
Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
]Bena.\ty{or    inet J  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority   of  the  same.  That 
maintafning  if  any   person  or   persons    shall,  from   and   after   the   passing  of 
basket^or     this  act,  crcct,  repair,  maintain  or  set  up,   or  shall  be  aiding  or 
s^huytkni.    assisting  in  erecting,  repairing,  maintaining  or  setting  up,  any  fish- 
^^1un^at"a    dam,  basket  or  pound,  for  taking  fish,  in  the  rivers  Schuylkill,  Sus- 
ortheir     '  quehanua  and  Juniata,  or  their  branches,  which  have  been  or  here- 
after  may  be  declared  public  highways,  every  person  or  persons  so 
offending,  and  being  legally  convicted  thereof  before  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  county  where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  before 
the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  proper  coun- 
ty, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the   sum  of  thirty  dollars,  the  one  half  to 
the  use  of  the  informer  or  prosecutor,  the  other  half  to  be  applied  as 
herein  after  directed. 

fnij  For  other  acts  relating  to  these  rivers,  see  those  several  titles  in  the 
General  Indfex. 
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&ECT.  It.  A)id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^     1799. 
That  if  any  fish-dam,  basket  or  pound,  for  taking  fish,  shall,  from    ' — <— ' 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  erected,   repaired  or  set  up  in  ^^i°^l^^' 
any  of  the  said  rivers,  or  their  branches,  opposite  to  and  adjoining  ■^''t„^^ig^ 
land  on  which  any  person  or  persons  are  settled  and  reside,  every  such  fish- 
such  person  or  persons  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  within  ten  are  erected, 
days  after  the   same  has   beeil  erected,  repaired  or  set  up,  to  give  tic^e  tS'^e"'* 
notice  thereof  to  the  Supervisor  or  Supervisors  of  the  roads  within  ^f road^o? 
their  respective  townships,  or  to  the  next  Justice  of  the   Peace  in  j^r  a'i?ena"ty 
the  county ;  and  on  neglect  or  refusal  to  give  such  information,    he  of  tony  doi- 
QX  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
informer  or  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  be  applied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  the  public  roads  and  highways  within  the  proper 
county. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Outyof  the 
That  the  Supervisors  of  the  roads  in  the  respective  township  or  town-  f" v!^v\"he 
ships,  which  shall  be  bounded  by  or  adjoining  to  any  part  of  either  of  ^-ve  notice 
the  said  rivers,  or  their  branches,  which  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  °/^"y  ^^^' 
be,  declared  public  highways,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  enjoined  and  erected,  to 
required  to  view  and  inspect,  once  at  least  in  fifteen  days,  from  the 
first  day   of  August  to  the  first  day  of  December,  in  every  year, 
such  parts  of  the  said  rivers  as  shall  be  adjoining  his  or  their  re- 
spective townships,  or  bounding  on  the  same  ;  and  if  on  any  such  Pioceedings 
view  he  or  they  shall  find  any  fish-dam,  basket  or  pound,  for  taking  Ihe's'ame!'^ 
fish,  within  the  said  rivers,  he  or  they  shall  thereupon  give  notice 
to  the  next  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  Justice  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  issue  a  precept,  directing  the  said  Supervisor  or 
Supervisors  to  throw  down,  remove   and  destroy  all  such  dams  or 
baskets  ;  and  the  said  Supervisors  are  hei-eby   authorized  and  em- 
powered to  assess  and  collect  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  township 
or  townships  wherein  any  such  dam,   basket  or  pound  shall  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  erected,  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  remove  all  such  nuisances,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  monies  by  law 
now  are  levied  and  collected  for  the  improvement  of  roads  within 
this   commonwealth  :  Provided^  That  where  any  part  of  the  said 
rivers,  or  the  branches  thereof,  is  a  boundary  between  two  counties, 
or  between  two  townships  in  the  same  county,   in  both  cases  the 
townships  on  eacii  side  of  the  said  rivers,  or  the  branches  thereof, 
where  any  fish-dam,  basket  or  pound,  for  taking  fish,  shall  be  erect- 
ed, mamtained  or  set  up,  shall  be  equally  charged  with  the  expense 
of  prostrating  the  same  :  And  if  any  Supervisor  or  Supervisors  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  or  them  by 
this  act,  he  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
forty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act :  Provided  always^  That  Apveai  i\. 
it  any  person  or  p^irsons  shall  be  convicted  under  this  act  before  any  convictions 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  or  they  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  ^^^'l^'"'*^* 
Court  of  Quarter   Sessions,  within  ten  days  after  such  conviction, 
and  be  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury. 

Passed  3ch  April,  ir99.-~Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  pa^e  429. 
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Pees  receiv 
able  by  the 
Survey  ur. 
General. 


Repeat  of  the 
fees  before 
established. 


CHAPTER  MMLIIL 

An  ACT  for  regulating-  the  fees  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral of  this  common-wealth. 

SijCT,  I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly jnet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  fees  receivable  by  the  Sur- 
veyor-General shall  be  as  follow,  viz.  receiving,  registering  and 
filing  every  warrant  for  surveying  of  land,  under  the  signature  of 
the  Governor,  and  the  lesser  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  and  direct- 
ing a  copy  thereof  to  the  Deputy- Surveyor,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents;  acceptance  fees  (to  be  paid  by  the  Deputy-Surveyor)  on 
every  return,  fifty-cents  ;  for  every  certificate  of  a  note  by  a  Depu- 
ty-Surveyor, to  operate  as  a  caveat,  twenty-five  cents ;  issuing  a 
ticket  to  the  Secretary's  office,  certifying  the  quantity  of  land  re- 
turned upon  each  warrant,  application  or  improvement,  forty  cents  ; 
for  each  return  of  survey  to  file  a  patent  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
and  recording  the  same,  three  dollars  ;  copy  of  a  draft  without  the 
seal  of  office,  to  accompany^the  patent,  forty  cents  ;  copy  of  a  sin- 
gle draft  or  wan-ant,  without  seal,  except  the  draft  to  accompany 
patent,  as  above  specified,  fifty  cents ;  copy  of  an  old  warrant  or 
application,  that  has  not  been  executed,  directed  to  the  Deputy- 
Surveyor,  forty  cents ;  copy  of  a  warrant  or  single  draft,  under  seal 
of  office,  fifty  cents ;  copy  of  a  general  draft,  for  each  tract  of  land 
above  one  in  said  draft,  twenty  cents  ?  certifying  and  affixing  the 
seal  of  office  to  said  copy,  twenty-five  cents ;  connecting  separate 
drafts  into  one  general  draft,  for  each  separate  draft  therein,  twen- 
ty-five cents ;  certifying  and  affixing  the  seal  of  office  to  the  same, 
twenty-five  cents ;  for  every  search,  twenty-five  cents ;  for  every 
warrant  issued  by  the  Surveyor- General,  under  his  signature,  twen- 
ty-five cents  ;  for  affixing  the  seal  of  office  to  the  same,  twenty-five 
cents. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  establishing  an  explicit 
fee  bill,"  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seveii 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  as  respects  the  fees  in  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral's office,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  8th  April,  1/99.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  42S. 


Ijttle 
Sct>uy\kUl 
declared  a 
public  high- 
way. 


CHAPTER  MMLVIII. 

An  ACT  declaring  Little  Schuylkill  a  public  highway. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
meti  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Little  Schuylkill,  from 
George  Roush's  saw-mill,  up  to  Jacob  Shelley's  saw-nnill,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  declared  to  be  a  public  highway  for  the 
passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  under  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
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herein  after  specified  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inha-  1799. 
bitants,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  ot  the  said  stream,  to  re-  ^— v-~^ 
move  all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the  said  George 
Roush's  saw-mill  up  to  Jacob  Shelley's  saw-mill  aforesaid,  and  to 
erect  such  slopes  and  locks  at  the  mill-dams  now  built,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts  ;  provided  such  slopes 
and  locks  shall  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of  said 
dams. 

Passed  lOih  April,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  T. 


CHAPTER  MMLX. 

An  ACT  vesting'  certain  powers  in  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 

Court. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^    i>i  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That,  provisionfo; 
if  the  city  of  Philadelphia  should,  at  anytime  hereafter,  be  afflicted  thfcounf  of 
by  any  infectious  or  contagious  fever,  the   Judges  of  the  Supreme  ^."sea'conta- 
Court,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  the  Court  8^l""^^l  #1^^^ 
of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Phila-  Phiiadei- 
delphia,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  ^^  '*' 
hold  the  terms  or  sessions,  now  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  any  pait  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Provhionfot 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  pv?sonerf 
Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  direct  and  cause  the   Sheriff  of  the  pesTiiCTtiai 
city    and  county   of  Philadelphia  to  remove  from  any  pestilential  "^aoeei-- 
danger  the  prisoners,  who  may  be  confined  in  the  gaol  of  the  said  criminal 
city  and  county,  to  such  place  of  safety  as  they  may  think  proper ;  prisoners 
provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  a  removal  of  removed  on 

f-    -^  ,   J  .  P         .      .       ,  .   ,  application 

any  prisoners   confined  by  vn-tue   oi  cnmuiai  process,  without   an  otamajority 
application  for  that  purpose  from  a  majority  of  the  Inspectors  of  gpecwr^"" 
the  gaol  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Passed  10th  April,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIL  page  10. 


CIIAPTEil   MMLXII. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  and  commissio7i  an  ^y^^^^^^ 
Auctioneer,  for  the  express  aiid  sole  purpose  of  selling  horses,  cat-  *°^'i^°""" 
tie  and  carriages,  xvithin  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  42-3,87.480-1, 


The  Govern- 


Sect.  I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  i?i  General  Assembly 
met,   and  it   is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thatorempow- 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  and  com-  potnt^^'" 
mission  an  Auctioneer,  who  shall  be   expressly,   solely   and  exclu-  for"eiung'^ 
sively  authorized  to  sell  horses,  cattle  and  carriages,  at  public  auc-  \^^^^^^^^', 
tion,  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  said  Auctioneer  shall  riages. 


1799. 
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^^ 

keep  a  book,  and  register  in  the  sameThe  names  of  the  sellers  and 
Vp— V-— i^   purchasers  of  all  horses  and  cattle  sold  by  him,  together  with  the 
■^jjties  ofAe  colours,  ages  and  marks  of  such  horses  and  cattle,  and  shall  pay  the 

same  duties,  give  the  same  security,  and  be  liable   to  the  same 

penalties,  as  other  Auctioneers  are,  under  the  existing  laws  of  this 

commonwealth, 
aepeaiof  Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

me/iaws?*^    That  SO  much  of  any  former  act  or  acts,  as  is  inconsistent  with  this 

act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  10th  April,  1799. 


CHAPTER  MMLXIII. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  opening  a  road  from  near  the  Bald  Eagle's 
Nest,  in  Miffin  county,  to  Le  Bceuf  in  the  county  of  Allegheny, 

Sect.  1.  [THE  Governor  empowered  to  contract  for  opening 
and  improving  the  road  between  the  Bald  Eagle's  Nest  and  the 
Allegheny  river,  to  Le  Bceuf.  2.  Deviations  authorized  in  the 
course  of  the  road,  as  laid  out.  3.  Five  thousand  dollars  appro- 
priated for  the  purposes  of  this  act.] 

Passed  ICth  April,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VI.  page  443. 


The  Eighth 
Election 
District  of 
jlorth  amp- 
ton  erected. 


Boundaries 
of  a  new 
election  dis- 
trict in  Lu- 
zerne coun- 
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Boundaries 
of  finew 
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CHAPTER  MMLXIV. 

Ah  act  to  erect  certaiti  election  districts  in  the  counties  of  Wash' 
ington,  Northampton  and  Luzerne, 

Sect,  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
the  townships  of  Hamilton  and  Chesnut-Hill,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the 
Eighth  Election  District ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Simon  Heller,  in  Hamilton 
township  aforesaid,  anj*  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  the  territory  in  the  county  of  Luzerne  within  the  following- 
boundaries,  to  wit,  by  a  line  due  east  and  west  drawn  from  one 
side  line  to  the  other  of  said  county,  intersecting  the  river  Susque- 
hanna at  the  mountain  commonly  called  Breakneck,  thence  down 
said  river  to  a  creek  called  Rummerfield's  creek,  thence  a  line  drawn 
as  aforesaid  east  and  west  from  one  side  line  to  the  other  of  said 
county,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  erected  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict ;  and  the  free  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  annual  elections 
at  the  house  of  William  Meenes,  in  the  township  of  Wyorocks,  any 
law  in  any  wise  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  pf  Washington  county  as  lies  within  the  following 
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bounds,  viz.  beginning  o«  the  Monongahela  river,  one  mile  above    1799. 
the  mouth  of  Pidgeon  creek,  thence  u  direct  hue  to  Thomas  Parkin-   *— >r^^ 
son's  old  mill  on  said  creek,  thence  up  said  creek  to  Bentley's  mills,  washingwi 
thence  along  the   roads   from   said  mills  to  the   Quaker  meeting-  eounty. 
house,  thence  to  Nathan  Heald's  saw-mill  on  Pike  run,  thence  to 
the  main  road  leading  from  Washington   to  Brownsville,  thence 
along  said  road  to  the  Monongahela  river,  and  thence  down  said 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district ; 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Edward  West,  in  said  district. 

Passed  10th  April,  179X — Recorded  in  Law  Book.  No.  VI.  page  445. 


CHAPTER  JVUMLXVII. 

An  ACT  for  the  benefit  of  Elizabeth  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Margaret 

Tilghman. 

Passed    llih   April,   1799.— Private   act  —Recorded   in    Law   Book   No.   VII. 

page  28.  CnJ 

{nj  (This  act  respects  the   sale  of  lots  in  Allen  Town,  and  lands  in  North- 
ampton, the  estates  of  minors.) 


CHAPTER  MMl  XIX. 

(.\nte.  pa. 

An  ACT  to  provide  for  selling  the  several  reserved  tracts  of  /r/n^  ^33^  chap. 
adjoining   the   torvns  of  Erie,  FrankliJi,  Warren  and  Waterford^ 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  coynmonxoealth  of  Pennsylvania,  771  General  Assernbhj 
Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  satJie,  That  The  Govern » 
the  Governor  is  hereby  empowered  to  direct  the  Surveyor-General  "red^tSdT' 
to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  actual  surveys  of  the  reserved  tracts  surve*ys"3^ 
of  land  adjoining  the  towns  of  P^rie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Water-  tracts ad^ol?- 
ford,  which  have  not  been  laid  out  in  town  or  out-lots,  or  ceded  to  |i's^J^|l^' 
the  United  States,  and  to  lay  off  the  saine  into  lots,  not  exceeding  warrenand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  each,  and  marking  the  lines  thereof,  and^toiay' 
and  designating  first,  second   or  third  quality  in  said  drafts:  Pro-  IntoTms!"" 
vided  always,  That  in  each  of  the  said  reserved  tracts  the  quantity  Reservation 
of  five  hundred  acres    be  laid  oil,  for  the  use  of  such  schools  or  tbrTheuseoV 
academies   as  may  hereafter  be  established  by  law  in  tlie  said  seve-  ^'^^°*''*- 
ral  towns  ;  which  said  several  surveys  shall  be  returned  to  the  office  genera?*" 
of  the  Surveyor-General,  and  general  dz-afts  thereof  to  the  office  of  oPw^r^!" 
the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth.  turned. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlie  authority  aforesaid,  copies o{ 
That  the  Governor,  after  the  said  actual  surveys  shall  be  made,  and  xoV^l^tto 
general  drafts  thereof  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  said  Secretary,  be,  si'onerffbr " 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  transmit  a  copy  of  each  "rthe'^ofs'la 
draft  to  the  commissioners  to  be  ai)pointed  for  the  sale  of  the  in  and  ^'*^^°'^d 
out-lots  in  and  adjoining  the  towns  of  Erie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  "^^ns- 
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1 799.  "Waterford,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  ;  and  it  shall  tlicn  be  th6 
*— "v^-^  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  give  notice  by  advertisements, 
ofih^ram-^  ^t  least  six  weeks,  in  three  of  the  public  ne^vspapers  in  the  city  of 
ttSl°sa'i?s^°  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  one  paper  printed  in  Dauphin  county,  one 
thereof  and  in  Pittsburgh,  one  in  Lancaster,  and  one  in  Washington,  of  the 
sale.  time  that  the  books  will  be  open  for  the  sale  of  all  the  reserved  lands 

laid  out  by  virtue   of  this   act,  adjoining  the  above  towns,  on  the 
following  terms,  to  wit;  one  fifth  part  of  the  purchase  money  shall 
be  paid  at  the  time  of  sale  to  the  commissioner  attending ;  one  fifth 
part  to  the   Receiver-General   of  the   Land-Office,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  day  of  sale ;  one  fifth  part  within  two  years  from 
the  said  day ;  and  the  remaining  two  fifth  parts  at  or  before  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  after  such  sale  ;  but  that  no  contract  shall  be 
confirmed  by  said  commissioner  for  fifteen  days  after  the  said  books 
shall  be  opened,  and  the  highest  price  offered  within  that  time  shall 
be  accepted. 
Entries  to  be      Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author ity  aforesaid ^ 
eaa^t^.i-tni.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  to  enter,  the  purchas- 
istwlto'pu^-  er's  name  in  his  book,  the  number,  quality  and  quantity  of  acres, 
copiirihe'i^e-  ^^^^  *^^  entry,  and  amount  of  sale,  a  certified  copy  of  which  he  is 
rte^secrera-  ^^  S^'^^  ^°  ^^^  purchaser,  which  certificate  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
ry's office.     Secretary's  office   within  six  months  after  the  date  thereof;  but  no 
of  pric*^""    sales  shall  take  place  at  less  than  four  dollars  per  acre  for  land  of  the 
first  quality,  three  dollars  per  acre  for  land  of  the  second  quality,  and 
two  dollars  per  acre  for  land  of  the  third  quality  :   Provided  always^ 
Condition  of  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  construed  to  vest 
ment.  ^   ^'  any  right  or  title,  in  law  or  equity,  in  any  person  or  persons  pur- 
chasing as  aforesaid,  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall,  within  three  years 
after  the  date  of  their  respective  purchases,  make  an  actual  settle- 
ment thereon,  by  clearing,  fencing  and  cultivating  at  least  two  acres 
for  every  fifty  acres  contained  in  one  survey,  and  erect  on  each  lot 
or  tract  a  messuage  for  the  habitation  of  man,  and  reside  thereon 
for  the  space  of  five  years  following  their  first  settlement  of  the  same; 
and    in   default  of  such  actual  settlement,  residence  and  improve- 
ment, the   purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  forfeit  all  payments  made 
to  the   commonwealth,  and   the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to 
direct  that  such  forfeited  lot  or  tract  be  sold  at  public  sale,  in  the  town 
near  where  such  forfeited  lot  or  tract  may  lay;  and  no  patents  shall 
issue  for  any  lot  or  tract  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  until  satisfactory 
proof  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  this  commonweakh  of  such  ac- 
tual  settlement,  resid^^nce  and  improvement  having  been  made  as 
aforesaid. 
Commission-      Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
polntldlFor'  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  four 
IfuheVnlnd  Commissioners,  one   of  which  shall  reside  in  each  town,  whose  du- 
T'ra\d°'^^     ty  it  shall  be,  with   the  assistance  of  two  reputable   citizens,  ap- 
town;  pointed  by  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county 

of  Allegheny,  for  each  commissioner  to  appraise  all  the  in  and  out- 
lots  in  the  towns  of  Franklin,  Warren  rncl  Waterford,  and  the  first 
and  proceed-  scction  of  Erie,  and  the  out-lots  thereto  adjoining,  which  appraise- 
saie%'hereoff  "^"^^^  ^"^  ^^  regularly  entered  in  a  book  for  that  purpose.  It  shall 
then  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  to  advertise  the 
town  and  out-lots  for  sale,  on  the  following  terms,  to  wit ;  the  one 
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third  part  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  sale  1799. 
to  the  commissioner  attending,  when  the  entry  of  sale  is  made,  ^-^v~~^ 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  certify  the  s'ame  ;  one  third  part  to  the  Re- 
ceiver-General of  the  Land-Office,  within  twelve  months  from  the 
day  of  sale  ;  and  the  remaining  one  third  part  within  eighteen 
months  from  the  day  of  sale ;  for  the  performance  of  which  the 
pmxhasers,  respectively,  shall,  at  the  time  of  sale,  give  bond  for 
the  payments  of  the  said  instalments  to  the  said  commissioners ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months  aforesaid,  the  Governor 
is  hereby  authorized  to  grant  patents  to  the  purchasers,  provided 
the  purchase  money  is  paid  according  to  the  sales. 

Sect.  v.   Ayid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authoritij  aforesaid^  Howpnr- 
That  those  persons  who  have  purchased  any  lot  or  lots  in  the  second  th^^^J^c^ 
and  third  divisions  of  the  town  of  Erie,  may  t  ke  lot  or  lots  in  the  andtWrd 
first  division  of  said  town,  at  the  same  price  they  purchased  them  Erie  n-  y 
at  the  former  sales,  and  that  all  those  who  have  paid  for  or  improved  lotTm  the 
any  forfeited  lot  or  lots  shall  have  a  pre-emption  to  said  lot  or  lots,  ^'^'^'^'v'^"*"* 
at  the  prices    they  sold    for  at  former  sales ;  provided  he,  she  or 
they  apply  within  three  montlis  after  the  passing  ot  this  act,  and 
pay  for  the  same. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.,  Theresenred 
That  the  commissioner  at  the  town  of  Erie  shall  offer  at  public  sale  '°'  ^^^H 

1   •  •  1  1  ""!>-  mouth  of 

the   lot  of  ground  reserved  m  said  town,  at  the  mouth  of  Caskade  caskadeto 
creek,  including  the  same,  after  giving  three  months  notice  in  three 
of  the  public  newspapers  of  this  state,  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
sale,  on  the  same  conditions   specified  in  the  third  section  of  this 
act ;  provided  the  same  amounts  to  fifty  dollars  per  acre. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid.,  official 
That   the   said  commissioners,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  re-  '^°"'^-'  ^"* 
quired  by  this  act,  shall  give  bond,  with  two  good   sureties,  in  a  f'on  "t-  ihe 
sum  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  to  the  Governor,  each,  con-  ers, 
ditioned   for  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  their  respective 
trusts,  and   shall   receive  three  cents  on  every  dollar  received  and 
contracted  for,  which  shall  be  in  full  for  all  their  services,  and  the 
persons  appointed  by  the  court  to  assist  each  commissioner  to  ap- 
praise the  town  and  out-lots  shall  receive  two  dollars  each  per  day, 
which  shall  be  in  full  for  all  their  services. 

Passed  11th  April,  1799. — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  24. 


CHAPTER  MMLXX. 

An  ACT   to  extend  the  period  heretofore  ulloivcd  for  cip plying  for  [See  vol.  2, 
donation  lands:,  and  to  regulate  the  mode  for  authenticating  claiins^^i^iv.'nisi) 

thfr^tn  and  the  notes 

met  eiO.  thereto.] 

Sect.  1.  [EXTENSION  of  the  time  for  applying  for  dona- 
tion lands.  2.  Proceedings  to  render  and  allow  cluiuw.  3.  Land 
officers  to  advertise  and  draw  lots  for  claimants.     Obsolete.] 

Sect.  iv.  A)id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^  Limitation 
That  on  the  first  day  of  Mav,  in  the  vcar  one  thousand  eijrht  hun-  ot  thepow- 
dred,  the  powers  herein  given  shall  cease,  no  lots  for  donation  lands  «»»« act. 


rishing 
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1T99.    shall   afterwards  be  drawn,  and  the  residue  of  the  land  heretofore 
— v—'    by  law  appropriated  for  satisfying  claims  to  donation  lands  shall  re- 
vert to   the  commonwealth,  and  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  directed  by  law  in  relation  to  other  lands,  the  property  oi' 
the  state. 

Passed   11th   April,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  3. 


CHAPTER  MMLXXI. 

^n  ACT  to  declare  Fishing  creek^  and  one  of  its  branches^  in  the 
county  of  Northiunherland^  public  highivays. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa" 
tives  of  the  commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^    and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^    That 
cfeekanJ     from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Fishing  creek,  in  the  county 
ing  creek  de- of  Northumberland,  from  the  mouth  up  to  the  main  fork  thereof, 
way^s;  '^  '  and  that  branch   commonly  call  d  Little  Fishing  creek,  from  the 
mouth  to  John  Eves's  mill,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  public  highways,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  ua- 
andprovi-     der  the  limitations  and  restrictions  herein  specified;  and  it  shall  and 
fcr't-Miiov-    may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants,  desirous  of  using  the  navigation 
t^oiis'*^^'^"'^'  °^  ^^^^  creek,  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from 
the  mouth  thereof  up  the  main  fork,  and  that  branch  called  Little 
Fishing   creek  up  to  John  Eves's  mill  aforesaid,  and  to  erect  such 
slopes  or  locks  at  the  mill-dams  now  built,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  passage  of  boats,  rafts  and  fish ;  provided  such  slopes  or  locks 
shall  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  injure  the  works  of  said  dams. 
The  rights         Sect.  II.   A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ifndruTe^ect  That  uothiug  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  under- 
dams  pre-      stood  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons,  possessing  lands  on  the  said 
creeks,  or  either  of  them,  who,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  had 
authority  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or 
dams,   from  erecting  such  dam  or  dams;    Provided  always^  That 
such  dam  or  dams  be   so   constructed,  and  kept  in  repair  by  the 
owners  thereof,  with  complete  slopes  and  locks  on  convenient  parts 
of  such  dams,  as  that  the  navigation  for  boats  and  rafts,  and  the 
passage  of  fish,  will  not  be  injured  thereby. 

Passed  11th  April,  1799 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  2. 


CHAPTER  MMLXXn. 

An  ACT  empoTJvering  certain  trustees  therein  named^  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  a  certain  tract  of  land^  situate  partly  in  Upper  and 
partly  in  Lozoer  3Iount-Bethel  toxvnships^  in  ttie  county  of  North- 
ampton^ and  to  appropriate  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  premises  occupied  as  a  parsonage,  &c.  by  the 
Presbyterian   congregation  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  in  Northamp- 
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^on  count}-,  to  be   sold,  and  a  more  convenient  lot  purchased  for    1799, 
^he  same  use,  &c.]  ^^t  •— 

Passed  lltli  April,  1799.— Private  Act. — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page 

31. 


CHAPTER   MIVILXXIII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  eyititled  '■'■An  Act  for  opening-  and  zorism^Uf^u 
establishing- a  road  between  the  navigable  xvaters   of  the  Fra?iks-4\\',f^^' 
torvn  branch  of  the  river  Juniata  and  the  river  Conemaugh.''^ 

WHEREAS,  from  the  unexplored  situation  of  the  country 
between  Franksrown  and  Ligonier  V^ alley,  at  the  time  the  commis- 
sioners acted  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  they  were 
unable  to  lay  out  the  road  on  the  nearest  course  and  best  ground 
that  the  country  afforded,  and  from  the  want  of  inhabitants  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time  after  opening  the  said  road,  it  is  much 
out  of  repair :  And  whereas  viewers  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  different  counties,  through  which 
the  said  road  passes,  and  have  made  such  alterations  therein  as  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary,  and  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Huntingdon,  Somerset  and  Westmoreland  have,  by  their  pe- 
titions to  the  Legislature,  prayed  that  the  said  road  be  so  altered, 
and  a  sum  of  money  appropriated,  in  aid  of  private  subscriptions, 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  said  road,  and  making  the  afore- 
said alterations :  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.    Be    it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonzvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
■met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  confirma- 
the  road  between  the  waters  of  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  river  akeratiOT 
Juniata  and  the  river  Conemaugh  be,  and  is  hereby,  confirmed,  as  ^urseof the 
it  has  been  altered  by  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  differ-  [he'^vatersof 
ent  counties  through  which  the  said  road  passes,  and  that  the  sum  Frankstown 
of  eight  hundred  dollars,  of  the  monies  which  are    and    hereafter  Juniata  and 
shall  become  due  ftom  the  county  of  Huntingdon  to   this  common-  LaughTand 
wealth,  on  account  of  a  loan   made  to  the  said  county  in  the  year  tion'K't^'*" 
one  thousand  seven  hundred   and  ninety-four,  be  appropriated,  in  *^ci'"s  ^e 
aid  of  private  subscriptions,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  same. 

Sect.  2.  [Provision  for  forming  a  contract  to  amend  the  said 
road.     3.  Further  grant  for  the  said  road,  of  eight  hundred  dollars.] 
Passed  11th  April,  1799.— Recorded  in  Law  Book.  No.  VII.  page  22. 


CHAPTER  MMLXXIV. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  regulation  [origSmuact, 
of  apprentices:^  -^;',',p- 

616.] 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonzvealth  of  Pemisylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
Vol.  UL  3  C 
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1 799.    from  and  aftftr  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any  apprentice  shall  absent 

K,,^-^;  himself  or  herself  from  the  service  of  his  or  her  master  or  mistress, 

Apprentices  before  the  time  of  his  or  her  appreticeship  shall  be  expired,  without 

Uabie  to  ac' leave  first  obtained,  every  such  apprentice,  at  any  time  after  he  or 

^mlgesaf-    she  arrivcs  to  the  age  of  twenty-one   years,  shall  be  liable  to,  and 

«n*o^age.  the  master  or  mistress,  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  are 

hereby  enabled  to  sustain  all  such  actions  and  other  remedies  against 

him  or  her,  as  if  the  said  apprentice  had  been  of  full  age  at  the  time 

of  executing  his  or  her  indenture  of  apprenticeship. 

When  and         Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

tares'ma"'be  That  wheu  any  master  or  mistress  shall  die,  before  the  term  of  ap- 

assimed.  on  prcnticeship  shall  be  expired,  the  exec  utors  or  administrators  of  such 

the  death  of   r  r  _  •  i      i     i  r     i        •      i  j      i 

themasteror  master  or  mistrcss,  provided  the  term  or  the  indenture  extended  to 
amappien-     exccutors  and  administrators,  shall  and  may  have  a  right  to  assign 
WmorheJin  ovcr  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship  to  such  suit- 
iife°tLiS"     able    person,  of  the  same  trade  or  calling  mentioned  in  the  inden- 
ture, as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  county  where  the  master  or  mistress  lived,  and  the  assignee  to 
have  the  same  right  to  the  service  of  such  apprentice,  as  the  master 
or  mistress  had  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  death ;  and,  also,  when  any 
master  or   mistress  shall    assign    over  his  or  her  apprentice  to  any 
person,  of  the   same  trade  or  calling  mentioned  in  the    indenture, 
the  said  assignment  shall  be  legal,  provided  the  terms  of  the  inden- 
ture extended  to  assigns,  and  provided  the  apprentice,  or  his  or  her 
parent  or  parents,  or  guardian  or  guardians,  shall  give  his,  her   or 
their  consent  to  such  assignment,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  the  county  where  the  master  or  mistress  shall  live. 

Passed  llth  April,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  !• 


CHAPTER  M3ILXXIX. 

An  ACT  concerning  xvrits  of  partition. 

Sect.   i.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ayid  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Ass em- 
iie/)riKinai  bly  Jnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
of"he'su"'*    the  Supreme  Court  shall   have   original  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
on^writt^or  commonwealth,  as  to  the  granting  and  proceeding  upon  writs  of  par- 
tended""*^^    tition,  at  the  suit  of  any  tenant  in  common,  joint  tenant  or  co-part- 
the°s"tM°"^    ner,  and  that  such   writs  may  be  directed  to  and  executed  by  the 
Sheriff  of  any  one  county,  wherein  any  part  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
Powevof  the '^^^^''ts  intended  to  be  divided  are  situate,  who  shall  have  power,  in 
whonfthe     ^^^^'^  where  lands  lie  in  different  adjacent  counties,  or  where  the 
^cted  when  ^'""'*^^  ^^^  partly  in  one  county  and  partly  in    another,  to  summon  a 
lands  He  in    proportionable  number  of  jurymen  of  the  freeholders  of  each  of  the 
counties.       said  couHties,  to  form  an  inquest  for  making  a  just  and  equal  parti- 
tion between  the  parties ;  and    that    such  Sheriff  shall  hold  the  in- 
quisition either  in  his  own  county  or  any  such  adjacent  county,  and 
make  return  thereof  to  the  Court  as  in  ordinary  cases  ;  and  that  such 
proceedings  shall  be  as   good  and  available  in  law,  as  if  the   parti- 
tion had  been  made  by  the  Sheriff  and  inquest  of  each  respective 
count\'. 
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Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^     1799. 
That  where  any  writs  of  partition  shall   issue  from  the  yupveme    ''— v— ' 
Court,  or  from  any  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  state,  having  ju-  Jann"orb'e** 
risdiction  and  power  to  issue  such  writs,  if  the  inquest  who  are  di-  f^Yt^^^j'  ^^^ 
rected  to  make  such  partition  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  lands  or  judice  <o 

1  ■  !•  1  1       r    1-  •       or  spoiling 

tenements  cannot  be  divided,  according  to  the  command  ot  the  writ,  the  whole, 
■without  prejudice  to  or  spoiling  the  whole,  the  said   inquest  shall  shai'rmake 
then  make  and  return  to  the  Court  a  just  valuation  and  appraise-  th^vSiue 
ment  of  such  lands  and  tenements ;  whereupon,  if  the  said  Court  'hereof. 
shall  approve  of  the  said  return,  and  if  any  one  or  more  of  the  par-  approve  the 
ties  shall  elect  to  take  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  at  the  appraised  may'^"dj^dje 
value,  the  samt  shall  be  adjudged  to  him  or  them,  he  or  they  paying  o^eot^°he  "* 
or  securing  to  be  paid,  to  the  other  parties,  their  proportions  of  the  parties,  on  _ 
appraised  value,  according  to   their  respective  rights;  but  in  case  the  rest  their 
each  of  the  persons  interested,  or  more  tlian  one  of  them,  shall  be  Ihaxe*/^*^ 
willing  to  lake  the  lands  and  tenements  at  the  appraised  value,  then, 
in  that  case,  the  Court  shall  determine  to  whom  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments shall  be  conveyed  ;  and  the  Sheriff,  and  his  successor  in  of-  The  pre 
fice,  shall,  according  to  the  said  order  of  Court,  make  and  execute  upon  to  be 
conveyances  to  the  party  or  parties  electing  to  take  the  same,  sub-  such  party ^ 
ject,  nevertheless,  to  a  lien  thereon,  in  favour  of  the  others  of  the  fie'jjinVt"* 
said  parties,  until   payment  be  made  to  them  of  their  respective  j;°JJ'°f*''= 
shai'es  of  the  money  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  none  of  the  said  par-  if  none  of 
ties  shall  agree  to  take  the  said  lands  and  tenements  on  the  terms  wilmke'the 
aforesaid,  then  the  said  Court  shall  and  may,  at  the  instance  of  the  'y^iu^AJn* 
demandant  in  the  said  partition,  make  an  order  for  the  sale  of  the  the  court^ 
said  lands  and  tenements  at  public  auction,  by  the  Sheriff  who  shall  sale  thereof} 
have  holden  the  said  inquisition,  or  his  successor  in  office,  alter  due  thereupon, 
and  fair  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements 
published  and  set   up   in  the  several  counties  where  the  lands  lie, 
and  also  in  such  public  newspapers  as  shall  be  most  likely  to  give 
fair  and  full  notice  of  such  sale  to  all  the  parties,  concerned  and 
others,  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  at  least  twenty  days  be- 
fore the  time  of  sale,  in  cases   where  the  lands  all  lie  in  the  same 
county,  and  at  least  sixt)-  days,  where  the  lands  lie  in  different  coun- 
ties ;  and  the  said  Sheriff  is  hereby  empowered  and  ordered  to  exe- 
cute deeds  to  the  purchasers  for  the  lands  and  tenements  so  as  afore- 
said sold,  on  receiving  payment  of  the  consideration  money,  or  tak- 
ing sufficient  security   therefor,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  parties 
concerned,  which  money  or  securities  shall  be  brought  into  Court, 
before  or  at  die  time  of  the  said  Sheriff's  acknowledging  the  deed 
in  open  Court,  to  be  distributed  and  paid,  by  order  of  the  said  Court, 
to  and  amongst  the  several  parties  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  in 
lieu  of  their  respective  parts  and  purparts  of  the  said  lands  and  tene- 
ments, according  to  their  just  rights  and  proportions. 

{Sect.  hi.  And  whereas  divers  persons,  having  an  interest  in 
large  tracts  of  unimproved  lands  in  this  commonwealth,  jointly,  or 
in  common  with  others,  may  be  desirous  of  obtaining  a  partition  of 
such  lands,  but,  from  the  unavoidable  expense  attending  the  exe- 
cution of  writs  of  partition  in  the  ordinary  way,  as  well  as  by  the 
absence  or  minority  of  some  of  the  owners  thereof,  are  prevented 
from  obtaining  such  partition,  to  the  great  injury  of  such  persons, 
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1 799.     and  to  the  manifest  discouragement  of  persons  wishing  to  improve 
^— -v— -^   the  land  :  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^  That  in 
Bmkmg°rair  '^^  cases  where  the  lands  are  not  seated  or  improved,  but  remain  in 
T'Taild"  their  natural  state,  any  person  or  persons,  holding  at  least  one  fourth 
orunimprov-  part  of  such  lauds,  jointly,  or  in  common  with  others,  may  exhibit 
'*"  **      his,  her  or  their  petition  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to  the  Court  of 
£RepeaiedO  Common  Pleas,  of  the  county  where  the  lands  lie,  praying  for  a 
valuation  and  sale  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Justices  of 
either  of  the  said  Courts  to  order  a  writ,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county  where  the  lands  lie,  commanding  him  to  summon  an  in- 
quest for  that  purpose,  who  shall  make  and  return  a  just  valuation 
and  appraisement  of  the  land,  due  notice  first  being  given  to  the 
several  parties  concerned  or  interested  in  the  said  lands,  or  to  the 
guardians  of  such  of  them  as  are  minors,  to  appear,  if  they  think 
proper,  at  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  said  inquisition ;  and 
on  the  retura  of  the  said  inquisition,  if  the  several  persons   con- 
cerned in  interest,  and  the  guardians  of  such  of  them  who  are  un- 
der age,  shall  refuse  to  take  and  pay  for  the  lands  at  such  valuation, 
it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Court,  in  case  they  approve  of  the 
said  return  of  the  appraisers,  to  order  that  sale  be  made  of  such 
lands,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  to  make  distribution  of  the  produce 
of  such  sale  to  and  amongst  the  several  persons   interested  in  the 
said  lands,  according  to  their  several  rights  :    Provided  always^ 
diJthu'act"' That  every  deed  or  conveyance  made  by  any  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs, 
knowkd   d  ^y  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  acknowledged  in  open  Court,  and  en- 
in  open        tcrcd  ou  the  records  thereof,  and  shall  also  be  recorded,  within  six 

Court,  and  ,,1  ri  -i  r     •         ^ 

recordedin    Calendar  moutus  next  alter  the  execution  thereor,  m  the  county  or 
counties  where  the  said  lands  and  tenements  shall  lie.]  (oj 

Passed  Hth  April,  1799. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  11. 

foJ'Qy  an  act  passed  28th  March,  ed,  but  remaining- in  their  natural  state, 
1806,  (ch.  2688.)  The  respective  County  shall  be  divided  and  valued  accoi-ding 
Cour's  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  have  and  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  in  the 
exercise  all  the  powers  which  tlie  Su-  text,  and  the  third  section  of  the  same 
preme  Co\irt  hud  »xiA  possessed  hy  the  act  is  hereby  repealed, 
act  in  the  text,  as  to  the  granting  and  C Note.  The  original  jurisdiction  of 
proceeding  upon  writs  of  partition,  at  the  Supreme  Court  was  taken  away  in 
the  suit  of  any  tenant  in  common,  joint-  civil  cases,  by  the  19th  section  of  the 
tenant,  or  co-partner ;  but  in  every  case  act  of  24th  Februarj',  1806,  (chap, 
the  writ  of  partition  shall  be  directed  2624.)  But  it  was  afterwards  restored 
the  Sheriff  of  that  county  in  which  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.) 
issues.  By  a  supplementary  act,  passed  7th 
§  2.  An  exemplification  of  the  pro-  April,  1807,  (chap.  2813.)  The  Courts 
ceedings  which  may  at  any  time  here-  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  different  coun- 
after  be  had  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to-  ties  are  authorized  to  issue  writs  of 
gether  with  the  deed  or  conveyance  partition  in  all  cases  in  which  partition 
made  by  the  Sheriff,  shall  within  six  is  demanded,  of  lands,  tenements  or 
iBonths  after  the  execution  thereof,  be  hereditaments  in  this  commonwealth, 
delivered  to  the  recorder  of  4eeds,  in  owned  and  held  in  joint-tenancy,  .co- 
such  adjoining  county  or  counties,  in  parcenary  or  in  common,  and  whether 
•which  the  application  shall  not  have  the  demandant  or  defendants  be  minors 
been  made,  and  in  which  any  part  or  or  of  full  age  ;  and  where  a  minor  or 
parts  of  the  said  lands  are  or  may  be  minors  is  or  are  the  defendant  or  de- 
situated;  which  Recorder  shall  enter  fendants  in  any  action  of  partition,  the 
the  same  on  record  of  his  proper  coun-  writ  shall  be  served  upon  his,  her  or 
ty,  at  the  joint  expense  of  all  parties  their  guardian  or  guardians,  or,  if  he 
concerned  therein.  or  she  have  no  guardian,  then  upon  a 
§  3.  All  landis  not  seated  or  iinprov-  guardian  to  be  appointed  for  this  pur- 


six  months. 
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pose  by  the  Court,  or  notice  thereof 
given  in  the  manner  herein  after  di- 
rected, and  upon  appearance  of  tlie  par- 
ties, or  on  default  being  made,  the 
Court  shall  proceed  to  examine  the 
plaintiff's  title,  and  quantity  of  liis  part 
or  purpart,  and  according-ly  as  they 
shall  find  his  right  or  purpart  to  be, 
they  siiall  give  judgment,  and  award  a 
•writ  to  make  partition,  whereby  such 
proportion  or  purpart  shall  be  set  out  in 
severalty,  which  writ  being  executed 
after  ten  days  public  notice,  and  the  in- 
quest of  partition  being  returned,  and 
final  judgment  thereupon  entered,  the 
same  shall  be  good,  and  shall  conclude 
all  persons  wliomsoever,  in  the  same 
manner  as  thovigh  the  parties  were  un- 
der no  disability  of  age,  and  notwith- 
standing all  persons  concerned  are  not 
named  in  the  proceedings,  nor  the  title 
of  the  defendants  truly  set  forth. 

§  2.  If  any  defendant,  or  otiier  per- 
son against  whom,  or  against  whose 
right  or  title  judgment  by  default  be 
given,  shall  within  the  space  of  one 
year  after  the  final  judgment  entered, 
apply  to  the  Court  by  motion  where 
such  judgment  is  entered,  and  shew  a 
good  and  probable  matter  in  bar  of  such 
partition,  or  that  the  ]ilaintiff  hath  not 
title  to  so  much  as  he  hath  recovered, 
then  in  such  case  the  Court  may  sus- 
pend or  set  aside  such  judgment  and 
admit  the  party  to  apjjear  and  plead, 
and  the  cause  shall  proceed  according 
to  the  due  course  of  law  ;  and  if  the 
Court  upon  hearing  tliereof,  shall  ad- 
judge for  the  plaintiff,  then  the  said 
first  judgment  shall  stand  confirmed,  or 
in  case  such  defendant  or  other  person 
shall  within  the  time  aforesaid  appear 
and  admit  the  plaintiil's  title,  part  or 
purpart,  and  shew  to  the  Court  any  in- 
equality in  the  partition,  the  Court  may 
award  a  new  partition  to  be  made  in 
presence  of  all  parties  concerned,  if 
they  will  appear  notwithstanding  the 
return  and  filing  upon  record  of  the 
former,  which  said  second  partition 
returned  and  filed,  shall  be  good  and 
firm  against  all  persons  whomsoever. 

§  3.  Where  any  of  the  defendants  in 
any  action  of  partition  reside  in  the 
county  where  the  lands  lie,  service  of 
the  said  writ  shall  be  made  upon  them 
by  the  Sheriff' of  the  county  or  his  de- 
puty, by  leaving  a  copy  of  the  writ  at 
his,  her  or  their  usual  place  of  abode,  at 
least  fifteen  days  before  the  return  day 
thereof;  and  when  any  of  the  said  de- 
fendants reside  out  of  the  cownty  where 
the  lands  lie,  but  within  this  common- 
wealth, service  of  the  said  writ  shall  be 
made  upon  them  in  like  manner,  by  the 
Sheriffof  the  county  where  the  lands 
lie,  or  his  deputy ;  and  where  any  of 


tiie  said  defendants  reside  out  of  this 
commonweal  h,  or  b.yond  sea,  [a  copy 
of  the  said  writ]  siiali  be  published  in 
one  public  newspaper  printed  within, 
or  nearest  to  the  said  countv,  and  in 
one  daily  newspaper  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  tiie  space  of  [two  months] 
prior  to  the  said  return  <lay,  which  said 
publication  shall  l)e  deemed  and  taken 
by  the  Court,  and  it  is  hereby  declared 
to  be,  a  good  and  cft'ectiial  service  of 
the  said  writ  upon  the  defendant,  or 
defendants  so  residing  out  of  this  com- 
monwealth ;  provided,  tliat  where  the 
lands  lie  in  more  than  one  county,  the 
service  aforesaid  shall  be  made  by  the 
Sheriffof  the  county  where  the  action 
is  brought. 

§  4.  No  plea  in  abatement  shall  be 
admitted  or  received  in  any  suit  for  par- 
tition, nor  shall  the  sr.me  be  abated  by 
reason  of  the  death  of  any  defendant. 

§5.  Where  equal  partition  in  value 
cannot  be  made  of  any  share  or  pur- 
part, the  SlieriiFand  Inquest  shall  have 
power  to  equalize  such  partitions  or 
purparts,  by  valuing  tiie  purparts  re- 
spectively, and  to  award  that  any  one  or 
more  shares  or  purparts  shall  be  subject 
to  the  payment  of  such  sum  of  money 
as  shall  be  equal  to  the  difference  in 
value  of  any  other  share  or  shares,  pur- 
part or  purparts,  and  shall  return  the 
same  with  their  inquest,  which  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  when  final  judgment 
shall  be  rendered  on  such  writ  of  par- 
tition, shall  be  a  lien  on  the  lands  or 
tenements  which  the  inquest  aforesaid 
shall  have  determined  to  be  liable  to 
pay  the  same. 

By  act  of  26th  March,  1808,  (chap, 
2965,)  instead  of  the  provision  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  7th  April, 
1807,  (^5i//)raJ  it  shall  be  sufficient  to 
make  publication  of  the  nature  and  sub- 
stance of  any  such  writ  of  partition,  and 
if  such  publication  be  made  in  such 
daily  newspaper,  one  day  in  each  week 
for  six  weeks  successively,  prior  to  the 
return  day  of  the  wru,  and  in  the  same 
manner  in  one  newspaper  printed  with- 
in, or  nearest  to  the  county  where  such 
writ  is  to  be  executed,  it  siudl  be 
deemed  an  eflectual  service  in  the  ca- 
ses by  the  said  section  intended  to  be 
provided  for. 

See  notes  to  intestate  act,  ante.  pa. 
143. 

Recovery  in  partition  is  no  bar  to  an 
action  of  dower,  in  that  part  of  the  pre- 
mises which  is  as.signed  to  the  tenant, 
though  the  parti  ion  had  been  brought 
by  the  deutandant  for  the  other  part  of 
the  premises,  wiiich  had  been  devised 
to  her,  1  Dallas,  418. 

Previou.s  to  the  act  of  7th  April,  1807, 
the  death  of  a  tenant  abated  the    writ 
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1799w     of  partition.     The   statute   8   and   9lh  vision  on  the  ground,  and  followed  by  a 

L^           .     William  3  c.  31,  does  not  extend  liere.  corresponding  separate   possession,    is 

Partition   can  only  be  made  between  g'ood,  notwithstanding  the   act  for   the 

tenants    of   the    freehold.     M'Kee    v.  preventionof  frauds  and  perjuries.  £6erf 

Straube,  2  Binney.  3-4.  v.  fVood,  1  Binney,   216.  See  vol.  1,  pa. 

A  parol  partition  between  tenants  in  395. 
ccmmon,  made  by  marking-  a  line  of  di- 


CHAPTER  MiMLXXX. 

(¥oi.2,pa.  An  ACT  to  supply  certain  defects  in  the  acts  incorporating  the 
^apj'alos.)  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  sundry  towns  and  boroughs  within  this 
commonwealth.,  and  to  explain  and  amend  an  act^  entitled  "  An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  commonwealth.,  incorporating  the  city  of  Philadelphia.,  and 
for  other  purposes^"* 

WHEREAS  the  ordinances  and  by-laws  of  the'  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  of  sundry  other  incorporated  tOAvns  and  boroughs  within 
this  commonwealth,  impose,  in  certain  cases,  fines,  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  which  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  said  Corporations,  re- 
spectively, by  reason  whereof  it  has  been  held  that  none  of  the  free- 
men of  the  said  Corporations  are  competent  to  prove  the  breach  of 
the  said  ordinances  and  by-laws,  and  the  accruing  of  such  fines  for- 
feitures and  penalties,  or  to  hear,  judge  and  determine  respecting 
the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  same  would  operate  a  diminution  of  their 
share  of  contribution  for  supporting  such  Corporation :  And  whereas 
it  would  be  in  all  cases  difficult,  and  in  many  instances  impractica- 
ble, to  prove  such  breaches  by  any  other  testimony,  or  to  hear, 
judge  and  determine  respecting  the  same,  before  any  other  than 
Judges  or  Jurors  liable  to  such  exception,  and  the  interest  of  each 
individual  in  the  application  of  such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties, 
is  too  remote  and  inconsiderable  to  give  an  improper  bias  to  his  tes- 
timony, judgment  or  verdict,  respecting  the  same  :  Therefore  for 
furtherance  of  justice,  and  the  due  enforcement  of  wholesome  re- 
gulations, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by   the   Senate   and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
No  freeman  l)ly  met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
or  any  corpo-  from   and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  freeman  of  the  city  of 
Sau  b'Jdis.    Philadelphia,  or  of  any  other  incorporated  town  or  borough  within 
witnfsfto^  *  this  commonwealth,  nor  any  other  person,  otherwise  competent  to 
EreachVthe  S'"^^  testimony  respecting  the  breach  of  any  ordinances,  by-laws  or 
ord^^'^cesor  regulations  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  such  other  in- 
reasonthat    corporatcd  towu  or  borough,  shall  be  excluded  from  giving  testi- 
er forfctture  mony  respecting  the  same,  by  reason  that  the  fine,  forfeiture  or  pe- 
ted  toTfe'*'  nalty,  imposed  for  such  breach,  is  or  may  be  appropriated  in  aid  of 
cm-^r^ion;  ^^^   funds  of  such  Corporation,  but  every  such  person,  otherwise 
except  as  to  competent,  shall  be  admitted  to  give  testimony,  as  fully  as  though 
he  or  she  were  not  resident  within  the  bounds,  or  a  partaker  in  the 
interests  of  such  city,  town  or  borough :  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  authorize  any  person  or  persons,  who  receive 
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alms,  or  any  pension  or  gift,  out  of  the  funds,  in  aid  of  which  any    1799. 
of  the  said  fines,  forfeitures  or  penalties  are  appropriated,  to  give    ''— r— ' 
testimony  touching  the  breach  of  such  ordinances  or  by-lav/s,  and 
the  accruing  of  such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties. 

Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aittliority  aforesaid^  dw-men"!-^** 
That  no  Court,  Aldermen  or  Burgesses,  otherwise  by  the  laws  of  Bm-gesses 
this  commonwealth  qualified  and  authorized  to  hear,  judge  and  de-  qualified  to 
terniine,  respecting  the  breach  of  any  such  ordinances  or  by-laws,  cide re"pect- 
and   the  accruing  of  such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  shall  be  "^^^^^^i^ 
disqualified  to   hear,  judge  and   determine  the  same,  by  reason  of  "-[^jC"^^^ 
the  interest  they,  as  members  of  such  borough  or  Corporation,  may  '^«»?°"j°^g_ 
have  in  the  said  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  but  shall  have  as  rest  as  mem- 
full,  perfect  and  complete  jurisdiction,  respecting  the  same,  as  if  no  corvolatioa. 
such  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty  were  to  be  incurred,  or  they  had  no 
such  interest  in  the  same. 

Sect.    hi.  And  whereas  the  freemen  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  only  are   competent  and  compellable   to   serve  in  the 
Courts  of  the  said  city,  held  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Alder- 
men, as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
and   Gaol  Delivery:    Therefore,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  an-  The  freemen 
thority  aforesaid^  That   in  all  prosecutions  and  proceedings  before  "i^^'il'^t,^ "Jm- 
the   said  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  for  or  j>etent  as  ju- 
respecting  the  breach  of  any  ordinances,  by-laws  or  regulations  of  withstand- 
the  said  city,  the  said  freemen  and  citizens  of  the  said  city  shall  be  Je^estas 
competent  to  be  jurymen  on  such  prosecutions  and  proceedings,  and  theCorj^i^ 
the  trials  thereof;  and  no  exception  shall  be  allowed  against  the  said  ''""• 
freemen  or  citizens,  either  to  the  array  or  the  polls,  for  or  by  rea- 
son that  the  same  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty,  imposed  for  such  breach, 
is  expressly  or  by  implication  forfeited  to  the  said  corporation,  or  is 
or  may  be  appropriated  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  said  city,  or  for 
the  use   thereof,    in  the    same  manner,  and  under  like  rules  and 
regulations,  as   if  the  said   fines,  penalties   and  forfeitures  had  not 
been  appropriated,  and  were  not  to  accrue  to  the  use  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  said  city. 

Sect.  iv.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  construction 
of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  of    . 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  incorporating  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,"  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  same  be  explained  and 
amended :  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  officers  of 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  appoint  all  and  every  the  Jj'fn^ijTS^" 
officer  and  officers  of  the  Corporation,  whor.e  authorities  and  pow-  ^h'^'.p^obe 
ers   shall  have   been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  given  or  established  by  appoijited- 
any  resolution  or  ordinance  by  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
the  said  ciry  of  Philadelphia,  excepting  only  the  Treasurer*  of  the  rseepost. 
Corporation,  and  the  clerks,  messengers  and  door-keepers  of  the 
said  Coimcils,  who  shall  be  appointed  as  heretofore. 

Sect.    v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  vovt^no'i 
That  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  shiill  have  all  and  singular  a„d  com" 
the   powers   and   authorities,  rights   and  privileges,  incident  to  the  '^^^  ^''"'** 
Corporation,  and  to  the  well  governing  thereof,  which  were  for- 
meily  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  by  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  pass- 


1799.    ed  the   eleventh   day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
*— * — '    eightv-nine,  which   are  not  otherwise   by  law  directed  and  provi- 
ded lor. 
Provision  for       Sect.  VI.  AjicI  be  it  further  euactecl  by  the  authority  aforcsaid^ 
tacaiioy"m'*    That  whcncvcr  the  office  of  Mayor  shall  become  vacant,  by  death, 
May^ror"    resignation,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Select  and  Com- 
the"^dect^    nion  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
5e°i'h 'r'es'vK  -  ^^^7  ^^    afttr   such   vacancy  shall  so  happen,  to  assemble  together, 
nation,  or      ^ncl  clcct  a  Mayor,  in  the  manner  directed  by  law  in  ordinary  case5>j 
and  the   Mayor  so   chosen  shall  continue   in  office  until  the  third 
Tuesday  in  October  next  succeeding  such  election,  and  no  longer; 
and  that  in  case  of  any  vacancy  happening  by  the  death,  resignation, 
or  otherwise,  of  any  member  of  the  Select  Council,  such  vacancy 
shall  be  supplied  at  the  next  general  election,  and  the  person  chosen 
shall  serve  the  residue  period  of  time,  and  in  the  class  of  such  per- 
son whose  vacancy  he  may  be  chosen  to  fill. 
The  present        Sect.   vii.  Aiid  be  it  further  euacted  bu  the  authoritif  aforesaid. 

Corporate  ot*    _  _ ,  %j  '  •/  »/     */  ' 

ficers  to  con-  That  all  the  officers  of  the  Corporation,  already  appointed  by  the 
firstVjani!.  Select  and  Common  Councils,  now  in  office,  shall  continue  to  ex- 
arynext,      ercise  the  powers  and  duties  of  their  several  offices,  respectively, 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  any  irregularity  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  officers  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
The  Mayor        S£cT.  VIII.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
e?Tipo\Tered    That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Mayor  and  Re- 
know'^iedgl  ■  corder  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  respectively,  shall  be,  and  they 
Sieds  for      ^^'^  severally  hereby,  empowered  and  authorized  to  take  acknow- 
reai  estate  in  ledgments  of  dceds  for  lands  or  other  real  estate  in  any  part  of  this 
the  common-  commouwealth ;  and  for  taking  every  such  acknowledgment,  either 
of  the  said  officers  so  taking  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
thirty-seven  cents  and  an  half,  and  no  more. 

Passed  11th  April,  1799. — Recorded  ia  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  15. 


CHAPTER  MMLXXXI. 

jCchap.i9P7,  j[ji  ACT  to  extend  for  a  limited  time^  an  act^  entitled  "  A  further 

ante.  pa.  J29./  "^  .  .  "^ 

Supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  making  an  artificial 
road  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of  Lancaster, 
and  for  other  purposes,''^ 

Sect.  1.  [THE  limitation  of  the  former  act  extended.    (Now 
made  perpetual.)     2.  The  tolls  of  the  turnpike  may  be  leased  for 
^  any  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  &c.] 

Passed   11th  April,   1799 — Recorded   in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  pag^e  14 


CHAPTER  MxVILXXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  raise  and  collect  county  rates  and  levies. 

WHEREx\S  the  several  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  now  in 
force,  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  from  frequent  supple- 
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ments  and  references,  have  become  intricate:  And  whereas  it  will     1799. 
render  the   system  more  intelligible,  and  its  operation  more  equal,    ***"v— ^ 
to  reduce  the  whole  into  one  act,  with  such  other  provisions  as  may 
be  necessary  :   'J'herefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pemisylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met.  and  it  is  herehu  enacted  hit  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  county 

^"^  ,      .       'J  ,  -'  11'  1  J  offiters.here- 

the  county  commissioners  and  treasurers,  and  township,  ward  and  tofore  elect- 
district  assessors,  assistant  assessors  and  collectors,  heretofore  elect-  ,inue  tuiXe 
ed  and  appointed  within  this  commonwealth,  and  now  holding  and  ^^'j^^eTor'^ 
exercising  their  said  offices,  shall  be  continued  therein,  during  the  which  they 

o     _  7  _  '  tj  were  respec- 

time  for  which  they  have  been  elected  or  appointed  respectively.        tiveiy  elect- 
Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (f ores  aid,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^_ 
That  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  state  Legis-  ai  election  of 

1  1      11  1      •  •  11-  •   1   •  1  •  f  county  com- 

lature  shall,  at  their  respective  general  elections,  Avithm  the  city  oi  missioners, 

Philadelphia,  and  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  annually  elect  ?^tion  in"^,*' 

one  respectable  citizen  to  be  a  commissioner  of  the  proper  county,  '''^^• 

to  serve  for  three  years  next  ensuing  such  election  ;  and  when  any 

new  county  shall  be  erected,  the  electors  thereof  shall  elect,  at  their 

first   general  election,  three  citizens  to  serve  as  commissioners,  of 

whom  the  highest  in  votes  shall  serve  three  years,  the  next  highest 

two   years,  and   the  lowest  one  year,  and  their  places  respectively 

be   supplied  by  the  annual  election  of  another  citizen,  to  ser\'e  for 

three   years;  and  if  any  commissioner  shall  die,  remove  from  the  vacandwin 

county,  or  decline  to  serve  in  said  office,  the  remaining  commission-  commission, 

er  or  commissioners  and  the   Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  such  be'suppHed 

county  shall  appoint  a   suitable  citizen  or  citizens,  to  fill  the  said  ^^°  "mpore. 

office  until  the  next  general  election. 

Sect.  hi.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  <koMi\c^tion 
That   every  commissioner,  elected  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  the  coun- 
before   he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  sfoneJ^rand 
oath  or  affirmation  before   some  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  them,f'fiied 
Pleas,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Alderman  of  the  city  or  county,  re-  jj^^^i'^^^^^^.'?; 
spectively,  for  which  such  commissioner  is  elected,  diligendy,  laith-  office, 
fully  and  impartially  to  perform  the  several  duties  enjoined  on  him 
by  this  act,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  judgment,  without  favour 
or  affection,  hatred,  malice   or  ill-will  i  which  oath  or  affirmation 
the  officer  before  whom  the  same  is  taken  and  subscribed  shall  cer- 
tify, under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Protho- 
notary  of  the  proper  count)',  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,'^^^^^^^^^^ 
That  the  citizens  of  OterV  ward,  township  and  district,  within  the  sors,andas- 
City  ot  Philadelphia,  and  the  several   counties  ot  this  state,  shall, 
on  the   same  day,  and  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  under  the 
same  regulations  as  Inspectors  for  the  general  elections  are  directed 
to  be  chosen,  annually  elect  one  citizen,  residing  within  such  ward, 
township  or  district,  to   be  an  assessor  for  the  term  of  one  year  ; 
and  in  the   year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  every 
third  year  followinjg,  two  other  citizens  to  be  assistant  assessors  tor 
the  term  of  one  )ear,  to  do  and  perform  the  several  duties  enjoined 
and  required  of  them  by  this  act;  and  the  constables  holding  such  hew -he  rt^ 
elections  shall  make  a  return  thereof,  signed  by  the  judges,  within  '.'i.'ii ''« 

Vol.  III.  ?D 
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1 799*    ten  da^^s,  to  the  cemmissioners  of  their  proper  county,  or  either  of 

them,  who   shall  file  the  same  in  their  office  ;  and  if  any  constable 

shall  neglect  to  make  such  return,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 

of  five  dollars  for  every  such  neglect. 

as's" siol-'s  or       Sect.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 

antl'^refuir  '^^^^  ^^  ^"7  pcrsou,  elcctcd  or  appointed  as  an  assessor  or  assistant 

or  neglect      asscssor,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  in  such  office  for  which  he 

tne  duties  ot    i  ,  .  .  ° 

their  offices;  Has  been  elected,  every  such  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  pay 
notbe'lbngr'  ^  ^."^  °f  twenty  dollars  :  Provided  ahvays.  That  no  person  shall  be 
ed  to  serve    obliged  to  scrvc  as  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  more  than  once  in 

more  than  Ajti--  r  i  i  •  i"- 

once  m  ten    ten  years.     And  it  the  citizens  oi  any  ward,  township  or  district, 
Hot^'vacan.  "^S^^^^  ^o  elect  ail  asscssor  or  assistant  assessor,  or  any  citizen,  so 
cies  shall  be   elected,  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve,  or  if  vacancies  happen  by  death 
or  otherwise,  a  board  of  commissioners  shall  supply  the  vacancies, 
by  appointing  citizens   to   fill  said  offices,  who  shall  reside  within 
said  township,  ward  or  district,  and  who  shall  in  all  cases  have  the 
same  powers,  be  subject   to  the   same  penalties,  and  receive  like 
compensations,  as  though   they  had   been  elected  by  the  citizens 
within  their  respective  townships,  wards  or  districts. 
t*?J^!"wbe         Sect.   VI.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
sesso"rs^and"  ^^^^  cvcry  assessor,  ancl  assistant  assessor,  before  he  enters  on  the 
*ntsandc^r'  ^'^^^^^  °^  ^''^  office,  shall  take  and  subscribe,  before  some  Judge  of 
tified  ana     t^e  Court  of  Coiiimon  Pleas,  Alderman  of  the  city,  or  some  Justice, 
pf  the  Peace  of  the  proper  county,  the  same  oath  or  affirmation  en- 
joined  on  the  commissioners  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  a  cer- 
tified cop5'  of  which  oath  or  affirmation,  signed  by  the  officer  before 
whom  the. same   was  taken,  such  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall 
produce  to  the  commissioners,  within  twenty  days  after  his  election, 
w^ho  shall  file  the  same  in  their  office. 
£Seeaote.]        Sect.  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
mee?fngof    That  the  Commissioners  shall  annually,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
ItoneTrpr^.  general  election,  meet  together,  when  each  new   commissioner  shall 
rtS  to     Pf^^"^.^  ^  copy  of  the  certificate,  signed  by  the  Prothonotary,  pro-. 
estimate       vuig  his  election  and  qualification,  according  to  the  provisions  con- 

county  ex*  '  1    *  ^   *  ^ 

penses ;  to    tamed  lu  this  act ;  and  the  commissioners  shall  thereupon  proceed 
turn"ALxa-  ^^  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  their    counties,  re- 
tlnts"  and"     spcctivcly,  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
quwl't'ife' '°  hw"dj"ed  and  one,  and  every  third  year  following,  shall,  within  six 
ton-an'^smit'    ^^^^^^  ^^"'^^  ^^^  general  election,  issue  their  precepts  to  the  respec- 
transcripts    tive  towpship  assessors,  requiring  them  to  make  out  a  just  and  per- 
ments  to  the  fsct  retum,  in  alphabetical  order,  or  otherwise,  as  the   commission- 
coHecto"  ?"   ^rs  may  direct,  of  the  names  of  all  the  taxali:^  persons  within  their 
S^'fdbgs  wa^"ds,  townships  or  districts,  respectively,  and  of  all  the  property 
to*not"cer    ^^^^  taxable  by  the  eighth  section  of  this  act,  within  thirty  days  af- 
ansiaii;eais.  ter  the  date  of  such   precept,  together  with  a  just  valuation  of  the 
same,  to  be  made  in  the  manner  herein  after  directed ;  and  on  re- 
ceipt of  such  return,  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  proceed  to  quota  the  townships,  respectively,  agreeably  to  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  land,  and  other  taxable  property,  and  when 
they  have  completed  and  ascertained  the  quotas  of  each  township, 
they  shall  cause  accurate  transcripts  of  such  assessments  to  be  made 
out  by  their  clerk^  and  transmit   them  to  the  ward  or  township  asr 
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gessofs  or  collectors,  respectively,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  17^9. 
of  April,  in  each  year,  with  the  average  rate  per  cent,  in  each  town-  ^■■*"v-^ 
ship,  directing  such  assessor  or  collector  to  give  notice  to  each  taxa- 
ble inhabitant,  within  his  ward  or  township,  of  the  amount  of  the 
sum  he  stands  rated  for,  and  the  rate  per  cent,  of  such  amount,  and 
of  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  an  appeal  will  be  held,  which 
notice  the  said  assessor  or  collector  shall  give  in  print  or  writing, 
at  least  five  days  before  such  day  of  appeal ;  at  which  appeal  a 
board  of  commissioners  shall  attend,  and  hear  all  persons  who  may  «, 
apply  for  redress,  and  grant  such  relief,  as  to  them  shall  appear  just 
and  reasonable  ,•  provided  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  make 
any  allowance  or  abatement,  on  account  of  any  real  property,  in 
any  other  year  than  when  a  triennial  return  and  assessment  is  taken 
and  made,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  excepting  where 
accidents  by  fire,  or  otherwise,  may  destroy  buildings  or  other  im- 
provements. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Duty  of  the 
That  the  assessors  and  assistant  assessors  of  the  city  and  county  ol  receiving  ^'^ 
Philadelphia,  and  the  assessors  of  the  other  counties  in  this   state,  oft^eTom- 
respectively,  on  receipt  of  precepts   issued  by  the  commissioners,  "n'^j^ir^' 
agreeably  to  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  shall  proceed  to  take  an  retum  or 
account  of  all  the  names  and  surnames,  in  alphabetical  order,  or  habi.  ants  ana 
Wherwise,  as  the  commissioners  may  direct,  of  all  taxable  inhabi-  '''**''*'"'''• 
tants  within  their  townships,  wards  or  districts,  and  of  the  follow- 
ing articles,  hereby  made  taxable,  viz.  all  lands  held  by  patent,  war-  whatarti- 
rant,  location  or  improvement ;  houses  and  lots  of  ground  and  ground-  returned  a» 
rents,  all  grist-inills,  saw-mills,  fulling-mills,  siitting-mills,  roiling- J.^fty!,^^'"^'^ 
mills,  hemp-mills,  oil-mills,  jsnuff-mills,  paper-mills   and  powder- 
mills;  all  furnaces,    forges,  oloomeries,  distilleries,   sugar-houses, 
Inalt-houses,  breweries,  tan-yai^s  and  ferries;  all  negro  and  mulatto 
slaves;  all  horses,  mares,  geldings  and  cattle,  above  the  age  of  four 
years  ;  and  all  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  trades  and  occupations 
(ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  every  denomination,  and  school-mas- 
ters, only  excepted,)  and  of  all  single  freemen   above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  not  follow  any  occupation  or  calling ; 
and  when  the  enumeration  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  the  assessors  Hovrppopci:' 
shall  respectively  call  together  their  assistants,  who,  together  with  valued,  and 
the  assessors,  shall  proceed  to  value  the   aforesaid  property,  to  the  Mt^.^"""' 
best  of  their  ability  and  judgment,  for  what  they  think  it  will  bona 
Jide  sell  for  in  ready  money,  and  rate  all  offices,  professions,  occupa- 
tions and  callings  of  all  freemen  at  their  discretion,  having  due  re- 
gard to  the  profits  arising  from  such  trades  and  occupations,  as  well 
as  to  the   amount  of  taxes  to  be  raised  :  Provided^  That  no  tax  in  Limitationof 
any  county  shall  in  one  year  exceed  the  rate  of  one  cent  in  every  raised  in  ©ne 
dollar  of  the  adjusted  valuation  of  the  property,  and   the  rate  for  ^**'' 
any  trade  or  occupation,  or  on  any  single  freeman  who  loUows  no 
occupation,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  ten  dollars  in  one  year,  and  shall 
be  lowered  in  due  proportion,  as  the  tax  on  adjusted  property  may 
be  lowered  below  one  cent^  in  the  dollar. 

Sect.    ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  when  tjie 
That  the  commissioners  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  ersshau 
ach  of  the  two  succeeding  years  alter  the  triennial  return  and  as-  "'»"*"'"^ 
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1799.     sesstnent  shall  have  been  made,  send  a  transcript  of  the  last  trien- 

*— v^   nial  assessment  to  the  respective  township,  ward  and  district  asses- 

tiSe  tra1!^-*°  sors.  Within  their  respective  counties,  together  with  their  precept, 

criptsof  the  requiring;  them  to  take  an  account  of  all  freemen,  and  the  personal 

triennial  re*  t.  o  '  tr 

turns  to  the    property  made  taxable  by  this  act,  together  with  a  just  valuation  of 

with  a  pie-    the  Same,  and  also  a  valuation  of  all  trades   or  occupations  made 

"remriTo^^  taxable  by  the  eighth  section  of  this  act,  enjoining  such  assessor  to 

p?oceedm|s'  Hiake  a  just  return  to  them,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  such 

c"  tr**  '"^"^    precept,  noting  in  such  return  all  alterations  in  his  township,  ward 

or  district,  occasioned  by  transfer  or  division  of  real  property,  and 

also  noting  all  persons  who  have  removed  since  the  last  assessment, 

and  all  single  freemen,  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 

years  since  the  last  triennial  assessment,  and  all  others  who  have 

since  that  time  came  to  inhabit  in  such  township,  ward  or  district, 

together  with  the  taxable   property  such  person    may  possess,  and 

the  valuation  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and 

the  assessor  or  collector  shall  give  like   notice  of  the  sum  assessed 

on  such  person  or  persons,  and  of  the  day  of  appeal,  which  appeal 

the  commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to  hold,  in  manner  and 

form  aforesaid. 

Assessments       Sect.   X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

ted  aftir  the  That  the  commissiouers  shall,  immediately  after  the  appeals  are  over, 

appeals.        regulate  the  assessments  according  to  the  alterations  made,  and 

cause  their  clerks  to   make   fair  duplicates  thereof,  in  alphabetical 

Collectors     o^der,  or  otherwise,  as  the  commissioners  may  direct;  and  it  shall 

how  to  be  re-  be  the  dutv  of  each  assessor,  on  or  before  the  day  of  appeals  in  each 

appointed,    year,  to  return  two  reputable  citizens,  who  shall  be  freeholders  of 

his  ward  or  township,  to  the  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 

to  appoint  one  of  them  to  be  the  collector ;  and  if  any  person  shall 

tfidr  neeiect  ^^  appointed  a^coUector  as  aforesaid,  and  refuse  to  serve,  he  shall 

or  refusal  to  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars,  and  another  person  shall  be 

3CC*  cUicl  now 

vacancies      appointed  in  his  stead;  but  any  person  having  served  or  paid  his 
pUed.  *  ^^^  fine  as  a  collector  shall  not  be  obliged  to  serve  the  said  office  again, 

within  the  term  of  ten  years. 
A  clerk  of  Sect.  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
conimfs^siou-  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  within  each  county, 
pointedYhis  ^^0^"^  ^^d  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  employ  a  suitable  person 
compOT^a-  ^^^  clerk,  who  shall  keep  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  boar ',  and 
tion.  record  or  file  whatsoever  proceedings  they  may  direct,  and  atti  st  all 

orders  and  warrants  issued  by  them,  and  do  and  perform  every  other 
act  and  thing  whatsoever,  which  may  pertain  to  his  office  as  clerk  ; 
and  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  sum,  as  the  commissioners  shall 
at  their  first  meeting  in  each  year,  agree  upon. 
The  clerk oi'      Sect.  XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Tteep books;  That  the  clerks  to  the  boards  of  commissioners,  so  as  aforesaid  ap- 
form  there,   pointed,  shall  keep  fair  books,  wherein  shall  be  entered  the  name  of 
the  collector  of  each  ward,  township  or  district,  charging  such  col- 
lector with  the  amount  of  the  duplicate  delivered  him  to  collect,  and 
crediting  him  with  allowances  made  after  the  appeal ;  for  which  pui-- 
pose,  they  shall  enter  in  said  books  the  names  of  the  persons  abated 
or  exonerated,  togetlier  with  the  abatements  or  exonerations,  and 
the  date  when  made,  and  shall  certify  such  allowance  in  the  dupli- 


cates  of  the  collectors,  to  enable  the  treasurer  to  make  settlements  1 799* 
accordingly ;  and  the  said  clerks  shall,  moreover,  keep  an  account  ''— y-*^ 
of  all  orders  issued  by  the  board  for  the  payment  of  money,  and 
enter  the  same  in  numerical  order  in  their  books,  and  shall  send  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  respective  collectors,  with  the  sums 
wherewith  each  stands  charged,  to  the  county  treasurer,  as  soon  as 
the  duplicates  are  sent  to  the  said  collectors. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  atdhoriti/  aforesaid,  oftheap- 
That  the  treasurers  within  the  respective  counties  of  this  state  shall  of'coJTrfty 
hold  their  offices  during  the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  already  and^thei"' 
respectively  appointed,*   and  the  commissioners  of  the   respective  '^°"*^'- 
counties,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  and  thence-  [y  t^ea^urer 
forward    annually,  shall  appoint  a  reputable   citizen,   for  treasurer,  ^.^^j'^^''^^ '" 
who  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commis-  longer  than 
sioners,  conditioned  for  the  faithful   execution  of  the  duties  of  his  in 'any' term 
office,  and  to  account  for  all  monies  which  may  come  into  his  hand  °.Aa  Jfmh 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  that  he  will  deliver  to  his  successor  in  of-  chap.^zass?)* 
fice  all  books  of  entry,  papers,  documents  and  other  things,  which 
he  may  have  or  hold  in  right  thereof,  and  pay  him  the  balance  of  all 
monies  due  to  the  county ;  and  in  case  of  death,  removal  from  the  How  vacan- 
county,  or  misbehaviour  in  office  of  such  treasurer,  the  said  com-  suppilS!'*^ 
missioners,  or  any  two  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  appoint  another  citizen  to  fill  said  office,  whenever  circumstances 
may  require  the  same  :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contain-  ^vho  may 
ed  shall  authorize  any  commissioners  within  this  commonwealth  to  pointed'^ 
appoint  any  Judge  of  a  court  of  justice.  Clerk  or  Prothonotary  of  "^"^'^^'■* 
such  courts,  or  any  one  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  be  a  treasui'er 
in  their  respective  counties. 

Sect.  xiv.  A?2d  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid.  Duty  of  the 

•        1111  iiri  •  ti-  1         treasurer  la 

That  It  shall  be  the  duty  oi  the  treasurer  to  receive  all  monies  due  receiving 

,  .  ,  -'  ,  .  r    1   •  1  3"^  Paying 

and  accruing  to  the  county,  by  or  m  consequence  or  this  act  or  other-  money; 
wise,  and  pay  and  disburse  the  same,  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
of  the  county,  or  warrants  drawn  by  the  board  of  commissioners ; 
and  the  treasurer  shall  keep  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  monies  re-  ^^^^^fj^"^ 
ceived  and  disbursed,  and  hold  and  keep  the  same,  at  all  times,  rea-  theaccoucis; 
dy  for  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners,  and  shall,  once  in  three 
months,  or  oftener,  if  required,  furnish  the  said  commissioners  with 
a  statement  thereof,  balanced  to  the  day  specified  by  them,  shewing 
all  the  monies,   received  and  disbursed  during  the  preceding  term, 
and  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  collectors   in   whose  hands  any  arrearages   of   taxes,  and  the 
amount  thereof,  may  be  ovit-standing;  and  shall,  once  in  every  year, 
settle  his  accounts,  and  produce  his  vouchers,  which,  being  allowed  ^r^"*^'  *^ 
by  the  commissioners,  shall  by  them  be  laid  before  the  auditors  ap-  vouchers; 
pointed  under  the  act  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred   and   ninety-one,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties  of  this  state, 
who  shall  proceed  to  the  settlement   thereof,    as   by  said  act  is  di- 
rected; and  the  commissioners  shall  allow  the   treasurer  so  much  his  compen- 
per  cent,  on  all  monies  received  and  paid  by  him  as  they  shall  from  '''"^"'"" 
time  to  time  deem  sufficient  for  his  services,  which,  being  approved 
of  by  the  auditors  aforesaid,  shall  l>e  in  full  for  his  services  as  trea- 
surer. 
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1799.         Sect.  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore^aid^ 

^— ^-"^    That  the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  form  a  board  in 

Quorum  of    g^^,}^  coivntv,  and  shali  issue  their  warrants  with  the  duplicates,  to 

the  tominis-  •11  1  •  1         •     ■ 

sioners  to      the  respective  collectors  therem,  authorizme;  and  requiring  them  to 

form  a  boai-d.  K.  .  .  c  \    C  •  1       1        i- 

and  issue  demand  and  receive,  oi  and  trom  ever}'  person  m  such  duplicate 
eo?r/.^the  named,  the  sum  wherev/ith  such  person  stands  charged;  and  withiu 
duTaJate".  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  such  warrant,  the  said  collectors  shall 
t^rs^"haii"*'^  pay  all  such  monies,  as  they  may  by  that  time  have  received,  to  the 
pay  over       trcasurcr,  at  a  certain  time  and  place  to  be  mentioned  in  such  war- 

monies  to  ^  *- 

the  treasur.  rant,  at  which  time   and   place  the  treasurer  shall  attend ;  and  the 
board  of  commissioners   shall,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  make 
Abatements  abatements  or  allowances  for  mistakes,  or  indigent  persons,    after 
Inces'how  to  which  the  collectors  shall  proceed  to  demand  and  receive  the  re- 
couectfon  of  Hiainders  of  the  tax  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
^Teuforced^  "^'ike  payment,  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  demand, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collectors  to  levy  the  said  tax,   by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  said  delinquent,  giv- 
ing ten  days  public  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed  adver- 
tisements ;  and  in  case  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit,  the  said  collector  shall  be 
authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent,  and  convey  him  to 
the  gaol  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain,  until  the  taxes,  with 
cost,  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  or  he  be  otherwise  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law. 
■whencoiiec      Sect.  XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  cif Or  csuid^ 
pay  the       That  the  collectors  of  the  several  wards,  townships  and  districts,  as 
amount  of     aforcsaid,  shall  within  three  months  after  having  respectively  receiv- 
cafes^"rli.    ^^  ^^  Corrected  duplicates,  subsequent  to  the  appeals,  pay  into  the 
ceediiifis.  if  hands  of  the  respective  treasurers,  the  whole  amount  of   the  taxes 
done.  charged  and  assessed  in  such  duplicate,  without  further  delay,  ex- 

cept such  sums  as  the  commissioners,  may,  in  their  discretion,  ex- 
onerate them  from,,  on  pain  of   being  answerable  for  and  charged 
tvith  the  whole  balance  so  remaining  unpaid ;  and  all  the  estate,  real 
and  personal,  of  such  delinquent  collectors  shall  be  bound,  as  secu- 
rity for  the  payment  of  such  balance,  at  and  from  the  expiration  of 
the  said  three   months,  a  transcript  of  which  balance  shall  be  then 
entered  by  the  trusurers  with  the  Prothonotaries,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  file  the  same,  and  which  shall  then  operate  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  judgment  were  then  entered  against  them  for  such  ba- 
lance in  a  court  of  record,   provided  that  such  balance  shall  not  be 
a  lien   on  such  delinquent's   property  for  a  longer  term  than  tw® 
years. 
How  fines         Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
and  forfeit.   That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  under  this  act,  not  otherwise  provided 
this  act  shall  for,  shall  be  recoverable  before  any  Justice  of  the  peace,  as  debts 
andappUed!  Under  twenty  pounds,  at  the  suit  of  the  county  treasurers,   respec- 
tively, for  the  use  of  the  respective  county ;  and  all  inhabitants  and 
taxables  of  such  county  shall  be  lawful   witnesses  on  any  trial  con- 
cerning such  fines  and  forfeitures. 
Delinquent        Sect.  XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
shaiTno?i.e   '^^'^at  uo  pcrsou  shall  be  re-appointed  a  collector,  who  has  not  final- 
le-appointedjly  settled  and  paid  off  the  whole  amount  of  the  balance  due  on  for- 
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mer  duplicates,  or  given  security  for  the  payment  thereof ;  and  if    1799. 
any  person  who  has  heretofore  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  a  collector    ' — ^^-^ 
of  taxes,  and  shall  have  neglected  or  refused,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  against'"^'' 
to  pay  the  treasurer  of  the  respective  county  within  the  time  limited  ^^^"^• 
by  law,  all  the  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  due  on  his  duplicate, 
excepting  svich  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  commissioners  for  un- 
avoidable  losses,  or  for   services  for  coif  cling,  as  is  herein  after 
mentioned,  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue 
his  warrant,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  dii-ected  to  the  Sheriff  or 
Coroner  of  the  proper  county,  commanding  him  to  take  the  body, 
and  seize  and  secure  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of   such  de- 
linquent collector,  or  which,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  collector, 
may  come  into   the  hands  or  possession  of  his  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators,  and  make  return  thereof  to  such  treasurer,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint  in  his  said  warrant. 

Sect.  xix.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hi/  the  aiithoriti^  aforesaid^  Proceedings 
That  when  the  said  lands  and  estates  are  secured  as  aforesaid,  the  Jand'i'o'?^ 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  ^^'jg^^^^j.^' 
commissioners,  who  are  hereby  required  to  attend,  of  which  meet- 
ing he  shall,  in  his  said  warrant,  have  notified  the  said  delinquent 
collector  ;  and  if  the  arrearages  are  not  then  immediately  discharged, 
the  commissioners  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  requir- 
ed, to  issue  their  warrant  to  the  Sheriff  or  Coroner  of  the  proper 
county,  empowering  and  requiring  him  to  sell,  at  public  sale,  all 
such  estates,  as  shall  be  so  seized  and  secured,  or  any  part  thereof, 
giving  ten  days  previous  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed 
advertisements,  and  to  bring  the  monev  arising  from  such  sale  to 
the  commissioners  who  granted  the  warrant,  at  the  tima  and  place 
mentioned  therein,  in  order  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  respective  county 
treasurer  the  sum  or  balance  that  shall  be  so  unpaid,  or  detained  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  collectors,  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators, returning  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  owner,  after  all 
necessary  charges  are  deducted. 

Sect.  xx.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  iio\vUnAs 
That  when  any  sale  of  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall  be  coneit"?"*'"^ 
made  by  such  Sheriff  or  Coroner,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  convey-  t^i^acf,''^ 
ance  thereof  shall  be  by  deed,  executed  and  acknowledged  in  the  ^g"*"^^  '^°"" 
Court  of  Common   Pleas  of  the   proper  county,  by  the   Sheriff  or 
Coroner,  or  their  successors  in  office,  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  purchase  the  same,   in  fee-simple  or  otherwise,  which  shall  be 
most  absolute  and  available  in  law  against  the  said  delinquents,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  ;  and  if  any  delinquent  collector  has  removed  or  Proceedings, 
shall  remove  into  any  other  countv  within  diis  state,  or  shall  have  'f  <Jf '"iq^enc 

•'  1       •  ■'  1  1  •  collectors 

any  estate,  real  or  personal,  m  such  other  county  or  counties,  and  •'"^e  iiropet^ 
which  shall  not  have  been  bo7ia  fidc^  and  for  a  valuable  considera-  where. 
tion,  disposed  of,  any  process  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
may  be  directed  to  the  Sheriff  or  Coroner  of  any  such  other  coun- 
ty or  counties,  and  shall  be  proceeded  on  as  in  and  by  this  act  is 
directed  in  the  case  before  mentioned. 

Sect.  xxi.   And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Proceedings 
That  if  any  Sheriff  or  Coroner,  who  has  heretofore  nxfivecl,    orshtriirsor 
hereafter  shall  receive,  an)^  money  or  monies  for  taxes,  by  virtue  of  tauSiguxes 
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1799.  their  respective  Oilices,  and  the  laws  in  such  cases  provided,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse,  within  twenty  days  after  demand  made  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  to  render  a  just  and  true  account 
thereof,  or  to  pay  the  same  to  such  treasurer,  a  warrant  or  warrants 
shall  be  issued  by  the  commissioners  against  such  delinquent  Sheriff 
or  Coroner,  in  like  manner,  and  such  proceedings  shall  thereon  be 
had  to  final  judgment,  execution  and  sale,  as  are  in  and  by  this  act 
directed  respecting  delinquent  collectors,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  if  such  delinquent  officer,  at  the  time  or  times  of  the  com- 
mencement of  such  proceedings  against  him  or  them,  continued  to 
be  in  office,  the  warrant  or  warrants  to  be  issued  against  him  or 
them,  in  pursuance  hereof,  shall  be  directed  to  the  other  officer, 
either  Sheriff  or  Coroner,  of  the  proper  county,  as  the  case  may  be, 
who  shall  proceed  thereon  in  like  manner,  as  any  Sheriff  or  Coroner 
may  or  can  do  under  this  act  in  like  cases  ;  and  the  property,  real 
and  personal,  of  such  Sheriff  or  Coroner  shall  in  such  cases  be  as  liable 
to  be  seized  in  such  other  county  or  counties,  and  the  like  proceed- 
ings had  on  the  same,  as  on  the  property  of  delinquent  collectors  is 
directed  by  the  nineteenth  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  xxii.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  each  of  the  commissioners  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  county 
a"seVso"4'li'id  stock,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  thirty-three  cents,  and  no  more, 
couectois,  £qj.  eyery  day's  attendance  on  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and  each  as- 
sessor and  assistant  assessor  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  county  stock, 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,  for  each  and  every  day's  attendance  on  the 
duties  of  their  offices  respectively ;  and  each  collector  shall  retain, 
at  a  final  settlement  of  his  duplicate,  the  sum  of  five  per  cent,  on 
all  monies  by  him  so  collected,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him  by  the 
treasurer,  and  credited  accordingly,  and  shall  be  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  as  collector. 

Sect,  xxiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do 
his  or  their  duty  in  office,  he  or  they,  so  offending,  shall,  on  con- 
lectors,  who  yiction  tlicrcof  beforc  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  proper 
refuse  their  couuty,  be  fined  for  every  such  offence,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
^*^'  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  any  treasurer  appointed  by  virtue  of  this 

act  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  and  perform  the  duties  of  his  office, 
he  shall,  on  conviction  before  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
proper  county,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  be  disqualified  from  holding  his  office  ;  w^hich  fines,  by  virtue 
of  a  writ  oi  fieri  facias^  issuing  from  such  court,  and  directed  to 
the  Sheriff  or  Coroner  where  such  offender  or  his  estate  is,  at  the 
time  of  issuing  such  writ,  shall  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  of  such  person  so  refus- 
ing or  neglecting ;  and  if  any  assessor,  assistant  assessor  or  collec- 
tor, having  taken  upon  themselves  to  perform  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  respectively,  according  to  this  act,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
comply  with  their  respective  orders  or  warrants,  issued  to  them  by 
the  commissioners  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  shall  not  do  and  per- 
form the  duties  hereby  enjoined  on  them,  each  of  them,  so  neglect- 
ing or  refusing,  shall  be  fined  by  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the 
proper  county  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  dollars. 
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Sect.  xxiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,    1799. 
That  when  the  inhabitants  of  any  county  shall  be  desirous  to  have    ^— v— '- 
a  bridge  erected  or  repaired  on  any  public  road  over  any  water,  they  ftJ^g^e^,'"!* 
shall  applv,  by  petition,  to  the  Judces  of  the  court  of  Quarter  Ses-  lepair,  coun- 

V    'i  -1  1  1      •  ty  bridges. 

sions  or    the  proper  county,  statnig  the  place  and  cuxumstances  oi 
the  case,  with  the  probable  expense,  and   the   said  court  shall  give  (Post.  chap, 
said  petition  in  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  who  shall  consider  of  the  21,  and  see 
propriety  of  erecting  or  repairing  the  same  ;  and  if  the  court  and  edsotV**'" 
jury  shall  approve  thereof,  the  court  shall  make  an  order  on  the  com-  ^ct.'^s.')""' 
missioners,  requiring  them   to  cause  the  same   to  be    erected    or 
repaired  in  the  manner  prayed  for,  or  in  any  other  manner,  to  be  di- 
rected by  the  said  court  and  jury  ;  and  thereupon  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  done,  carry  the  said 
order  into  effect. 

Sect.  xxv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  proper. 
That  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  tenants  occupying  any  lands  or  iwMe  for*"  * 
tenements  within  this  state  shall  be   as  liable   to  be  distrained  for  theyma" 
taxes,  arising  out  of  such  lands  and  tenements,  as  though  the  said  alalnstWir 
tenants  were  the  real  owners  thereof :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  '"^"'^• 
such  tenant  shall  have  the  benefit  of  defalcating  such  tax  with  his 
landlord,  at  the  payment  of  his  rents,  unless  specially  agreed  upon 
otherwise  by  contract  or  lease  ;  and  all  unseated  lands,  held  by  lo-  unseated 
cation,  warrant  or  patent,  within  this  state,  shall  be  valued  and  as-  be"alsessed? 
sessed  in  the  same  manner  and  form   as  any  other  property,  but  ['^"j.y^^^f^' 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  by  sale  arising  from  the  same  shall  be  'K^?*^^ 
stayed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  until  three  months  staved  untn 
notice  is  given  in  three  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  of  Philadel-  "^^  "'^  ^'^^"' 
phia,  and  in  one  other  newspaper  in  or  nearest  to  the  county  where 
such  land  is  situate,  that  one  or  more  year's  tax  is  due  on  the  un- 
seated land  in  said  county ;  and  the  expenses  of  such  publication 
shall  be  at  the  proper  cost  of  the  delinquents  ,*  fand  if  any  tax  due  as  Proceedings 

.,,1,^',  ..  r   ^  \  •  -11       insuch  cases. 

atoresaid  shall,  at  the  expiration  01  three  months  remain  unpaid,  the  (s^^  ^^^^  ^f 
commissioners  shall  make  a  statement  of  said  land,  designating  the  igo^P^d'^th 
title,  as  near  as  may  be,  with  the  amount  of  the  tax  assessed  on  each  April,  1809.) 
tract,  and  publish  the  same  three  months  in  the  nearest  public  news- 
paper, and  three  times  in  at  least  three  of  the  daily  newspapers  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  commissioners  shall  thereupon,  if 
the  tax  be  not  then  paid,  issue  their  warrant,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  to  the  Sherift  or  Coroner,  directing  him  to  make  sale  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  thereof,  as  he  may  find  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  thereon,  with  all  costs  necessarily  accruing,  and 
the  proceedings  therein  shall  be  the  same  as  is  herein  directed  for 
the   sale  of  the  estate  of  delinquent  collectors ;  and  deeds  of  un- 
seated lands  so  sold  shall  be  executed  in  open  court,  as  therein  di- 
rected.] 

Sect.  xxvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  "^^^"^j^ 
That  the  commissioners  of  each  county  within  this  commonwealth  w have  and 

1      1"  1  r  !•         use  a  com- 

shall  have  and  use  one  common  seal,  tor  the  purpose  01  sealing  mou  seal ; 
their  proceedings,  and  that  copies  of  the  same  when  signed  and  ?heir  pi(? 
sealed  by  the  said  commissioners  and  attested  by  their  clerk,  shall  der'i'ea^^' ""' 
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be  good  evidence  of  such  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  any  cause  in 
any  of  the  courts  within  this  commonwealth. 

Sect,  xxvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  commissioners  of  each  and  every  county  shall  publish  a  fair 
and  accurate  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  for  four  days  at  least  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  their  counties  respectively,  wherein  a  newspaper  is  or 
shall  be  printed,  and  where  no  paper  is  or  shall  be  printed,  then  in  at 
least  fifty  handbills,  to  be  set  up  in  the  most  public  places  in  the 
county,  in  the  month  of  February,  annually,  under  the  penalty  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Prothonotary  of 
the  county  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  county ; 
and  the  said  statement  shall  enumerate  the  respective  sums  paid  by 
each  ward  or  township  within  the  said  city  and  county,  and  also  de- 
signate the  various  sums  expended  for  the  support  of  the  prisons, 
the  pay  of  each  commissioner  and  their  clerks,  the  repairs  of  old  or 
erection  of  new  bridges,  and  the  sums  paid  to  individuals,  for  lands 
over  which  roads  have  been  laid  out,  with  such  other  items,  as  they 
may  judge  will  have  a  tendency  to  convey  general  information  on 
the  various  transactions  of  the  year. 

Sect,  xxviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said^ That  so  much  of  all  former  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  as  re- 
lates to  or  any  way  directs  the  raising  of  county  rates  and  levies, 
are  hereby  repealed,  and  declared  null  and  void  :  Provided^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  collection  of  any  tax  or 
taxes  laid  under  any  former  law  or  laws,  (pj 

Passed  lUh  April,  1799 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  38. 


CfiJ 'Ry  act  of  28th  March,  1803, 
(chap.  2)53,)  no<oiinty  Treasurer  sliall 
serve  in  said  office  longer  than  three 
years  in  any  term  of  six  3'ears. 

A  supplement  to  the  act  in  the  text 
was  passed  4th  April,  1805,  (chap. 
2602,)  which  is  repealed  and  supplied 
by  a  further  supplement,  passed  28th 
March,  1808,  ;,chap.  2985,)  which 
enacts,  that  the  assessors  of  the  several 
wards,  &c.  shall  previous  to  every  tri- 
ennial assessment,  meet  at  the  Com- 
missioner's office  in  the  respective 
counties,  on  a  day  by  them  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  a  niajority  of  such  asses- 
sors present  shall  proceed  with  said 
Commissioners  to  fix  upon  some  uni- 
form standard  to  ascertain  the  bona  fide 
value  of  all  property  made  taxable  by 
the  act  in  the  text,  taking  into  conside-. 
ration  improvements,  proximity  to 
market,  and  other  advantages  of  situ- 
ation, so  that  the  same  relative  value 
of  the  aggregate  amount  of  property 
may  be  observed  as  it  respects  wards, 
townships,  incorporated  boroughs  and 
districts  in  tlie  same  county,  tiiat  is  ob- 
served in  the  valuation  of  property  in 
The  .same  township. 


§  2.  The  assessors  and  assistant  as- 
sessors of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  of  the  other  counties,  sliall 
proceed  according  to  the  standard  pre- 
viously agrt-ed  on,  and  the  directions  of 
the  act  in  the  text,  to  ascertain  the 
bona  fide  value  of  all  property  made  tax- 
able 'hereby  within  their  respective 
wards,  townships,  uicorporuted  bo- 
roughs and  districts,  and  after  their 
assessmen  s  are  completed,  the  Asses- 
sors shall  again  meet  at  the  Commis- 
missiontr's  office  as  before  directed,  to 
make  the  returns  of  their  several  as- 
sessments, when  they  shall  be  allowed 
to  point  out  errors  or  deviations  from 
said  standard,  in  each  other's  returns, 
and  the  Commissioners  shall  be  autho- 
rized upon  such  appeal  to  correct  any 
errors  or  deviations  that  may  be  proved 
to  their  satisfaction,  after  which  the 
Commissioners  shall  apportion  the  quo- 
tas of  the  county  tax  among  the  seve- 
ral wards,  &c.  within  their  counties  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  aggregate 
amount  of  property  in  each ;  and  in 
holding  appeals,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Assessors  to  attend  said  appeal  to 
prevent    impositions    being    practised 
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upon  the  Commis^ipners  by  persons  ap- 
pealing. 

§  3.  The  supplement  of  4th  April, 
1805,  and  so  much  of  the  act  in  the  text 
as  is  hereby  altered  and  supplied,  are 
repealed. 

For  the  mode  of  selling  unseated 
lands  for  taxes,  see  the  act  of  3d  April, 
1804,  (chap.  2512,)  and  the  act  of  4.th 
April,  1809. 

County  Commissioners  and  Treasu- 
rers proliibited  from  holding  any  con- 
tract under  the  board  oi"  Commission- 
ers, or  superintending  any  public  work, 


unless  in  their  official  capacity.  Act  of 
21st  March,  1806,  (chap  2681.) 

County  Commissioners  authorized  to 
administer  oaths  or  affirmations  in  all 
cases  that  relate  to  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  act  of  23d  March,  1811. 

For  various  duties  enjoined  on  coun- 
ty Commissioners,  and  for  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  subject  of 
county  rates  and  levies,  see  the  Gene- 
ral Index,  titles  •'  County  Commission- 
ers," "  County  Treasurers,''  "  Audi- 
tors," "  Taxes,"  '•  Accounts." 


1799. 


1800. 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(general  aissemljlp  of  ^ennsglbania. 


Passed  during  the  tenth  General  Assembly,  which  com- 
menced 3d  December,  1799,  and  ended  17th  of  March 
1800. 


THOMAS  M'KEAN    governor. 

JOHN    WOODS,    SPEAKER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


ISAAC  WEAVER,  JtiXR. 


SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  O? 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


Boundaries 
of  Adams 
county. 


Jurisdiction 
and  privi- 
leges of  the 
co'unty. 


CHAPTER  MMLXXXVI. 

An  ACT  ye r  erecting  part  of  the  county  of  Tork^  into  a.  separate 

county. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
all  that  part  of  the  county  of  York  inckided  within  the  following- 
lines,  viz.  Beginning  in  the  line  of  Cumberland  county  where  the 
road  from  Carlisle  to  Baltimore  leads  through  Trent's  gap ;  thence 
along  the  said  road  to  Binder^s  ;  thence  a  straight  line  to  Conewago 
creek  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Abbot's  run ;  thence  along  the  line 
of  Berwick  and  Paradise  townships,  until  it  strikes  the  line  of  Man- 
heim  township ;  thence  along  the  line  of  Manheim  and  Berwick 
westwardly,  until  it  strikes  the  road  leading  from  Oxford  to  Han- 
over-town ;  and  from  thence  a  due  south  course  until  it  strikes  the 
Mar}4and  line ;  thence  along  the  Maryland  line  to  the  line  of 
Franklin  county ;  thence  along  the  line  of  Franklin  and  Cumber- 
land counties  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be  henceforth  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Adams  County. 

Sect.  h.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^ 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  of  Adams  shall  at  all  times 
hereafter,  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights, 
liberties  and  privileges  whatsoever  within*  the  same,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  other  counties  of  this  state  do,  may  or  ought  to  enjoy 
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within  their  respective  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this     180(5. 
Commonwealth.  ^--n, — ' 

Sect.  hi.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofthe  su- 
That  the  Judges  of  the   Supreme  Court  and  the  president  of  the  common"'' ' 
second  district,  of  which  district  the  said  county  of  Adams  is  here-  Quane" ses- 
by  declared  to  he  part  as  well  as  the  associate  judges  in  and  for  the  ^'""'* 
county  of  Adams,  shall  have  like  powers,  jurisdictions  and  autho- 
rities within  the  same,  as  are  warranted  to,  and  exercised  by  the  (Altered,) 
said  judges  in  other  counties  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  that  the 
Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Adams,  shall  be  opened  and 
holden  on  the  second  Mondays  in  the  months  of  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December,  at  the  town   of  Gettysburgh,  in  the   said 
county. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  eyiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  continuance 
That  no  action  or  suit  now  commenced,  or  that  may  be  commenced  "*  i""««s. 
in  the  county  Courts  of  York  before  the  second  Monday  of  June 
next,  against  any  person  living  or  residing  within  the  bounds  of  the 
county  of  Adams,  shall  be  stayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by  this 
act  or  any  thing  herein  contained ;  but  that  the  same  may  be  pro- 
secuted in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sect.   v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.^  o(  the  com- 
That  the  Sheriff,  Coroner  and  public  officers  of  the  county  of  York,  *^  "*""■ 
shall  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  with- 
in the  county  of  Adams,  until  similar  officers  shall  be  appointed 
agreeably  to  law,  within  the  said  county  of  Adams. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ofthesure- 
That  the  Sheriff,  Treasurer  and  all  such  officers  as  have  heretofore  ly  offic'S^ 
usually  given  bail  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  who  may  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed  in  the 
county  of  Adams  before  they  or  either  of  them  shall  enter  upon  the 
execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  give  sufficient  security  in 
the  like  sums,  in  the  like  manner  and  form  and  for  the  like  uses, 
trusts  and  purposes,  as  such  officers  are  obliged  by  law  to  do  in  the 
county  of  York. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  provision 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  buuSin'gs? 
county  of  Adams,  who  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  election, 
to  take  assurance  to  them  and  their  successors  in  office,  of  a  lot  or 
lots  of  ground,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  court-house,  gaol, 
and  offices  for  the  safe  keeping  ofthe  records  :  Provided^  That  the 
said  lot  or  lots  of  ground  shall  be  within  the  town  of  Gettysburgh, 
in  the  said  county,  for  defraying  the  expenses  thereof,  the  said  Com-     "■ 
missioners   shall  assess  and  levy  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  act 
for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted bii  the  authoritii  aforesaid^  Provi«ionas 
That  all  arrearages  of  taxes  now  due,  and  which  have  been  assessed  rear;4geof 
within  the  county  of  York  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  '^*'' 
collected  by  the  proper  officers  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said 
coimtyof  York,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  pass- 
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1 800.    ed  :  And  the  said  county  of  Adams  shall  form  a  part  of  the  district 
*— V— "^  composed  of  the  county  of  York,  for  electing  members  of  Congress 

and  Senators  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^ 

That  until  the  next  enumeration  be  taken,  and  the  representation 


Provision  as 
to  the  repre- 
sentation 

and  election^  s\\2l\\  be  fixcd  by  law,  the  county  of  York  as  divided  from  the  coun 


of  officers  < 
the  county. 

[Supplied.] 


Provision  for 


ty  of  Adams  herein  and  hereby  erected,  shall  choose  only  four  re- 
presentatives to  serve  in  the  General  Assembly;  and  that  the  county 
of  Adams  hereby  erected,  shall  at  the  first  general  election  to  be 
holden  for  the  said  county  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next, 
choose  two  representatives  to  serve  in  General  Assembly ;  two  fit 
persons  for  sheriffs ;  two  fit  persons  for  coroners  ;  and  three  com- 
missioners, in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  rules,  re- 
gulations and  penalties,  as  by  the  constitution  and  laws  cf  this  state 
is  directed  in  respect  to  other  counties  :  and  the  said  representatives 
and  other  officers  when  chosen  as  aforesaid,  and  duly  qualified,  shall 
have  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  such  powers,  authorities  and  privi- 
leges in  and  for  their  county,  as  such  officers  elected  in  and  for  any 
other  countv  in  this  state  may,  can  or  ought  to  have.J 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoi'ity  aforesaid^ 
n^eh^^^vcln  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three 
York  and      commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  rim  and  mark  the 

Adams  coun^    ,..,.,.,  i  •   i  r   ^r      ■,  .     i  r- 

ties.  dividmg  line  between  the   said  county  oi   York  and  the  county  or 

Adams,  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  before  described  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  which  line,  when  so  run  and  marked,  shall  be  the 
boundary  between  the  counties  of  York  and  Adams  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  the  said  commissioners  shall  receive  for  their  services  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  per  day  each,  and  no  more,  to  be  paid  half  by 
the  county  of  York,  and  half  by  the  county  of  Adams,  by  drafts  from 
the  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  on  the  treasurers  of  the 
same,  which  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  grant. 

[Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  first  court  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county  of  Adams, 
shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next,  and 
from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  the  courts  of  Dau- 
phin county,  which  by  law  are  to  be  opened  and  holden  on  the  se- 
cond Mondays  of  March,  .Tune,  September  and  December,  shall 
be  opened  and  held  on  the  third  Mondays  of  the  said  months.] 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Rev.  Alexander  Dobbin  and  David  Moore,  senior,  of  the 
said  county  of  Adams,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  trustees  for 
the  said  county  of  Adams,  with  full  powers  for  them  or  the  survivor 
of  them,  to  take,  as  well  all  such  assurances  as  have  been  offered 
and  made  to  them,  as  trustees  of  the  said  county  hereby  erected,  as 
those  which  may  hereafter  be  offered  by  any  person  or  pei^sons  for 
the  payment  of  money,  or  the  conveyance  or  transfer  of  any  pro- 
perty in  trust  and  for  the  use  of  erecting  public  buildings  in  the  town 
of  Gettysburgh,  in  the  said  county  of  Adams,  and  other  county 
purposes,  and  to  recover  and  enforce  the  same  by  any  lawful  ways 
and  means  in  trust,  and  for  the  use  aforesaid,  and  to  account  for  lie 


Of  the  time 
ofholding 
cou.ts  in 
Adams  and 
DaU|>hin 
counties. 


LSupplied.] 


Trustees  of 
the  county 
«f  Adams. 


(Obsolete.) 
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same  with  the  commissioners  of  the  said  county  for  the  time  be-    1 800. 

Passed  22d  January,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Rook  No.  VII.  page  79. 

fq)  By  a  supplement  pnssed  15lli  By  the  last  enumeration,  the  county 
March,  1800,  (chap.  2129,)  persons  are  of  Adams   contained  two  tiumsand  se- 
appointed  to  purchase  lots  for  the  use  ven    hundred  and   forty-one   taxables  ; 
of  the   county,    in   Geltyyburgh,    and  and   with    the   county   of  York,    cig'ht 
erect  the  public  buildings  thereon,   &c.  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  tax- 
Five  election  districts  established  in  ables     and  by  act  of  21st  March,  1808, 
Adams  county,  by  act  of  olst  January,  appon  ionintj  tlie  representation  in  pur- 
1801,  (chap.  2153.)  suance  thereof,   the  cotmty  of   Adams 
Straban  township  annexed  10  the  first  sends    two  members   to  tlie  House  of 
district,  by  act  of  4th  April,  1809,  (§  1.)  Representatives;    and   in    conjunction 
Hamilton    township   erected    into   a  with  York  county,  two  members  to  the 
sei):u-ate  district,  by  act   of  1st    April,  Senate. 

1811,  (sect.  11.)  By  actof  24th  February,  1806,  (chap. 
The  powers  of  the  trustees  of  Adams  2634,)  the  counties  of  Adams,  Frank- 
comity  transferred  to  the  county  com-  lin  and  Cumberland  compose  the  ninth 
missioners.  The  trustees  to  render  an  Judicial  district.  The  courts  in  Adams 
account;  and  pay  the  commissioners  all  county  are  held  on  the  third  Mondays 
tlie  monies  remaining  in  their  hands  in  January,  April,  August  and  Novem- 
The  commissioners  authorized  to  lay  ber  ;  tlie-  term  continues  two  weeks, 
an  additional  tax  to  complete  the  public  Adams  county  is  annexed  to  the. 
buildings;  act  of  26lh  March,  1804,  southern  districtof the  Supreme  Court, 
(chap.  2468  ) 


CHAPTER  MMLXXXVII. 

An  ACT    transferritig-  the  poivers  of  the  trustees  of  the  coiinty  o/'[chap, i8s«>, 
Greene^  to  the  commissioners  of  said  county.  ^^^:  ''^£® 

Sect.  1.  [THE  power  of  the  trustees  of  Greene  county  trans- 
ferred to  the  cottnty  commissioners.  2.  Accounts  of  the  trtistees 
to  be  settled,  and  money  raised  for  completing  the  county  build- 
ings.] 

Passed  28th  January,   1800  — Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  VI.  page   S3. 


CHAPTER  MMXCII. 

An  ACT  for  erecting  parts  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin^  Northumber- 
land^ Lycoming  and  Huntingdon^  i*)Uo  a  separate  county, 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Lcgislatiue  of  this 
state,  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts  oi  the  counties  of  Mifflin, 
Northumberland,  Lycoming  and  Huntingdon,  included  within  the 
lines  hereafter  mentioned,  that  they  labotir  under  great  hardships, 
by  reason  of  their  great  distance  from  the  present  seats  of  justice, 
and  the  public  offices  for  the  said  counties  :  For  remedy  whei-eof. 
Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Ge7ieral  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  noundarieB 
all  and  singular  the  lands  lying  within  the  bounds  and  limits  herein  coifrfty'esta- 
after  described,  shall  be,  and  are   hereby  erected  into  a  separate  ''•'s^*'*- 
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1800.    county,  by  name  of  Centre  county,  namely,  beginning  opposite  the 
'«— y— ^  mouth  of  Quinu's  run,  on  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna;   thence 
a  straight  line  to  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek,  where  it  empties  into 
the  Bald-eagle  creek  ;  thence  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Milea's 
(late  Haines's)  township,  including  Nittany  valley ;  thence  by  the 
north-eastern  boundaries  of   the  said  township  to  the   summit  of 
Tussey's  mountain  ;  thence  by  the   summit  of  said   mountain,  by 
the  lines  of  Haines's  township   in  Northumberland  county.  Potter 
township  in  Mifflin  county,  and  Franklin  township  in  Huntingdon 
county,  to  a  point  three  miles  south-west  of  the  present  line  between 
Mifflin  and  Huntingdon   counties  ;  thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the 
head  of  the  south-west  branch  of  Bald-eagle  creek ;  thence  a  direct 
line  to  the  head  waters  of  Moshaunon ;  thence  down  the  same  to 
Susquehanna,  and  down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, 
.  ,.  .    ,       Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  bt/ the  authority  aforesaid^ 
andpiivi-      That  the   inhabitants  of  the  said  Centre  county,  shall   at  all  times 
i^'ty.  ^  ^    hereafter,  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights, 
liberties  and  privileges  whatsoever,  within  the  same,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  other  counties  of  this  state  do,  may,  or-ought  to  enjoy 
within  their  respective  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
commonwealth. 
QftheSu-  Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Court!  Com-  That  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  president  of  the 
rnd"Quarter  fourth  district,  of  which  district  the  said  Centre  county  is  hereby 
Sessions.       declared  to  be  a  part,  as  well  as  the  associate  judges  who  shall  be 
commissioned  in  and  for  the  said  Centre  county,  shall  have  like 
powers,  jurisdictions  and  authorities  within  the  same,  as  are  warrant- 
ed to,  and   exercised  by  the  said  judges  in  other  counties  of  this 
commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  and  of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  and  for  the  said  Cen- 
tre county,  shall  be  opened  and  holden  on  the   Mondays  next  suc- 
ceeding the  General  County  Courts  held  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  in 
each  year,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  Dunlop,  in  the  town 
of  Bellefont,  in  the  said  Centre  county,  until  a  court-house  shall  be 
erected  as  herein    after  directed,  and  shall  then  be  held  at  the  said 
court-house, 
of  the  Com-       Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^Tquarter  That  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Quarter  Sessions 
Hundngdon    of  the   Peace  for   the  county  of  Huntingdon,  shall  be  held  on  the 
and  Bedford.  Moudays  ucxt  succecding  such  courts  to  be  held  in  the  said  Centre 
r,     ,.  ,  -,    county,  and  the  said  courts  for  the  county  of  Bedford,  shall  be  held 

[Supplied.]  ./  '  !•  1  •  1  •        1  r 

on  the  Mondays  next  succeeding  the  said  courts  m  the  county  oi 

Huntingdon.] 
Provision  Sect.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

forcontinu-    That  no  actiou  or  suit  now  commenced,  or  that  shall  be  commenc- 

mg  process  r»       «-  t    -r     '  • 

in  the  new  ed  in  the  County  Courts  of  Mifflin,  Northumberland,  Lycoming  or 
county.  Huntingdon,  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  against  any 
person  living  or  residing  within  the  bounds  of  Centre  county,  shall 
be  stayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by  this  act,  or  any  thing  herein 
contained,  but  that  the  same  may  be  prosecuted  to  the  final  issue  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 
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Sect.  vj.  And  be  H  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^    1800* 
That  the   inhabitants  of  the  said  Centre  county,  shall,  under  the    ^— v— ^ 
same  rules,  laws  and  regulations* as  the  other  counties  of   this  com-  officer""'^ 
nionwealth,  elect  such  officei's  as  they  by  law  and  the  constitution  are 
entitled  to. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  or  sureties 
That  the  Sheriffs,  Treasurers  and  all  such  officers  as  have  hereto-  °ycffice*Sr 
fore  usually  given  bail  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  who  may  hereafter  be  elected  or  appointed 
in  Centre  county,  before  they  or  either  of  them  shall  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  give  sufficient  securi- 
ty in  the  like  sums,  in  the  like  manner  and  form,  and  for  the  like 
uses,  trusts  and  purposes,  as  such  officers  are  obliged  by  law,  for  the 
time  being,  to  do  in  the  county  of  Mifflin. 

Sect.  viii.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  o^^^^^^^t^" 
That  all  arrearages  of  taxes  now  due,  and  which  have  been  assessed  esf 
within  the  counties  of  Mifflin^  Northumberland,  Lvcoming  and 
Huntingdon,  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  collected  by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  said  counties,  and  shall  be  by  them  paid'to  the 
Treasurers  of  the  said  counties  respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritu  aforesaid^'^j^^^^^^^o^ 
That  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Swanzey  and  Robert  lioggs,  of  Bald- 
Eagle,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  with  full  authority  for  them,  or  the  survivors  or  sui:vi- 
vor  of  them,  to  purchase  or  take  and  receive  by  grant,  bargain,  or 
otherwise,  as  well  all  such  assurances  for  the  payment  of  money 
and  grants  of  land,  as  hath  been  stipulated  for  by  James  Dunlop 
and  James  Harris,  by  their  bond  to  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth, as  also  any  monies,  bonds  or  other  property  that  may  here- 
after be  offered  to  them,  in  trust  to  sell  and  convey,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  the  same,  to  the  best  advantage  -j  and  to  vest  one  moi- 
ety of  the  neat  proceeds  thereof  in  some  productive  fund,  for  the 
support  of  an  academy  or  public  school,  in  the  said  county ;  and 
with  the  other  moiety  of  the  neat  proceeds  of  the  land  or  lots  afore- 
said, and  with  other  monies  duly  assessed,  levied  and  collected 
within  the  said  Centre  county  for  that  purpose,  which  it  is  hereby 
declared  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  thereof  to  do  or 
^ause  to  be  done,  to  build  and  erect  a  court-house,  prison  and  other 
buildings  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  pul^lic  records  of  said  county,  P^.^?!^"*>' 
on  such  part  of  the  public  square,  laid  out  in  the  said  town  of  Belle- 
font,  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  suitable  ;  and  the  said  Trustees 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  render  due  and  faithiul  accounts  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  same,  to  the  Commissioners  and  to  the  Atiditors 
of  the  county  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  adjust  and  settle  th^ 
same. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  of  elections 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Centre,  until  the  next  enu-  ^.^^|J^,"*^ 
meration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  is  made  agreeably  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions for  members  of  Federal  and  State  Legislatures,  with  the  coun- 
ties and  districts  to  which  they  have  been  heretofore  annexed,  in  the 
Vol.  in.  3  F 
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1800.  same  manner  as  if  this  law  had  not  been  enacted,  any  thing  herein 
^-V^  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  save  only  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  so  much  of  lower  Bald-Eagle  as  is  included  in  the  said 
Centre  county,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Archibald  Stewart,  in  the  said  township,  and  so  much 
of  Franklin  township,  as  is  included  in  the  said  Centre  county, 
shall  hold  their  general  elections  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ships of  Potter  and  Patton,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  William 
King,  in  Potter's  township,  (r) 

Passed  13th  February,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  90. 


("rj  By  an  act  passed  7th  January, 
1801,  (chap.  2147.)  Commissioners  to 
be  appointed  U)  run  part  of  the  lines 
between  Huntingdon  and  Centre,  and 
also,  between  L}  coming-  and  Centre. 
Duplicate  plots  to  be  made  of  the  sur- 
veys, and  deposited  in  the  offices  of 
the  respective  counties.  The  prison 
may  be  built  on  any  other  lot  than  the 
public  .'quare. 

By  the  same  act,  the  first  and  second 
election  districts  are  established. 

The  second  district  new  modelled, 
and  Patton  and  Warrior-Mark  town- 
ships, annexed  to  the  first  district,  by 
act  of  25th  February,  1801,  (chap  2188,) 
place  of  holding  elections  therein  chang- 
e<l,  act  of  31st  Mai-ch,  1806,  (chap. 
2715,  §  26.) 

Halfmoon  and  Patton  townships 
erected  into  a  separate  district,  by  act 
of  19th  January,  1802,  (chap.  2209.) 

The  place  of  holding  elections  in 
Bald-Eagle  township,  (the  foiu-th  dis- 
trict) fixed,  by  act  of  17th  March,  1802, 
(chap.  2247,)  but  place  chainred  by  act 
of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap.  2599,  §10.) 

The  si.xth  election  district  erected, 
by  act  of  8tii  January,  1805,  (ch.2514  ) 

Centre  township  erected  into  the 
seventh  district  bv  act  of  11th  April, 
1807,  (chap.  2856,  §  43.) 

Beccaria,  Bradford,  and  part  of  Half- 
moon  township,  in  Clearfield  county 
(which  elects  with  Centre)  erected 
into  a  separate  district,  by  act  of  28th 
March,  1808,  (chap.  2872,  \  27,)  Pot- 
ter township  and  Ferguson  townsliips, 
erected  into  separate  districts,  by  same 
act,  §31-2 

Trustees  appointed  for  the  county  of 
Centre  by  act  of  6Lh  February,  1804, 
(chap.  2411,)  and  act  of  4th  Marcli, 
1807,  (chap.  2750.) 


An  academy  established  at  Bellefont, 
by  act  of  8th  January,  1804,  (ciiap. 
2519,)  money  granted  to  it,  act  of  9th 
January,  1806,  (chap  2618.) 

The  power  and  authority  of  the  Com- 
missioners, Sec.  of  Centre  county,  ex- 
tended throughout  the  county  districts 
of  Clearfield  and  M'Kean.  The  Com- 
missioners and  Treasurer  to  keep  dis- 
tinc  accounts  of  the  monies  levied  and 
collected  in  said  districts,  which  are  to 
be  applied  to  special  purposes.  Re- 
corder of  deeds  to  provide  separate 
books  to  record  deeds  for  lands  in  said 
districts,  to  be  delivered  over  when 
recorders  shall  be  appointed  in  them 
respectively,  and  Clearfield  county 
made  an  election  district,  act  of  14th 
March,  1805,  (chap.  2556.) 

By  the  last  enumeration,  the  county 
of  Centre  contained  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighteen  taxables,  Clear- 
field, one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
M'Kean,  thirteen,  total  two  thousand 
and  ninety-four,  Lycoming,  two  thou- 
satid  and  forty-six,  and  by  the  act  of 
21st  March,  1808,  apportioning  the  re- 
presentation in  pursuance  thereof.  Cen- 
tre, Clearfield  and  M'Kean  send  one 
member  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  Centre,  Clearfield,  M'Kean, 
Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter,  jointly, 
send  one  member  to  the  Senate, 

By  act  of  24th  February,  1806,  (chap. 
2634,)  Mifflin,  Centre,  Huntingdon  and 
Bedford  coimlies,  compose  the  fourth 
judicial  district.  The  Courts  in  Centre 
are  lield  on  the  fom'th  Mondays  of  Janu- 
ai"y,  April,  August  and  November. 
The  term  continues  one  week. 

Centre  county  is  attached  to  the  mid- 
dle district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


CHAPTER  ]MMXCV. 

An  ACT  to  declare  part  of  Shaver'' s  creek  in  the  county  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, a  public  highwaif. 
Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania ^  in  General  Assem 
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blij  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That    1800. 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Shaver's  creek  in  the  county    *— v— ' 
of  Huntingdon,  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  line  of  John  and  James  cre^k  de- 
Crawford's  land,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  '^f^^^ 
public  highway,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts  along  the  same, 
and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfid  for  the  inhabitants  desirous  of  im- 
proving or  using  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek,  to  remove  all  na- 
tural and  artificial  obstructions  from  the  mouth  thereof  up  to  the 
line  of  John  and  James  Crawford's  land  aforesaid ;  provided  that 
in  doing  the  same,  they  shall  not  thereby  do  any  damage  to  private 
property  on  the  said  creek. 

Sect.    ii.   And  be  it  fxirther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^vrovisoasio 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un-  vf^siy'^u- 
derstood,  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  land  on  the  ^horwed. 
said  creek,  who  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  had  authority,  under 
the  law  of  this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  from  erect- 
ing the  same,  as  he,  she  or  they  may  think  proper  :   Provided^  That 
such  dam  or  dams  be  so  constructed  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  own- 
ers thereof,  with  complete  slopes  and  locks,  on  convenient  parts  of 
such  dams,  as  that  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek   for  boats  and 
rafts  will  not  be  injured  thereby,  nor  the  passage  of  fish  prevented. 

Passed  19th  February,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  94' 


CHAPTER  MMXCVI. 
J  SUPPLEMENT   to   the  several   acts    relative  to  establishing- L^nte.ch»p. 

.    ,  .  ,  J  '^     1845,  pa.  233j 

town  and  out  lots^  and  selling-  the  samc^  witlun  the  reserved  tracts  and  chap. 
of  land  adjoining  Erie^  Franklin^  Warren  and  Waterford,  ai-i^^' 

WHEREAS  it  has  heretofore  been  provided  by  law,  that  the 
respective  purchasers  of  toAvn  lots  in  the  towns  of  Erie,  Franklin, 
Warren  and  Waterford,  should,  within  two  years  from  and  after  the 
day  of  sale,  erect  and  build  one  house  at  least  sixteen  feet  square, 
and  containing  at  least  one  brick  or  stone  chimney,  on  each  and 
every  town  lot  by  them  respectively  puixhased ;  and  that  without 
due  proof  of  such  improvement  the  Governor  should  not  grant  or 
issue  any  patent :  And  whereas,  provision  has  also  been  heretofore 
made,  for  allowing  persons  who  have  purchased  any  lot  or  lots  in 
the  second  and  third  divisions  of  the  town  of  Erie,  to  take  a  lot  or 
lots  in  the  first  division  of  the  said  town,  at  the  same  price  they 
purchased  them  at  the  former  sales,  and  that  all  those  who  have 
paid  for  or  improved  any  forfeited  lot  or  lots,  shall  have  a  pre-emp- 
tion to  the  said  lot  or  lots,  at  the  price  they  sold  at  former  sales ; 
provided  he,  she  or  they,  did  apply  within  three  months  after  the  _• 

eleventh  of  April  last,  and  pay  for  the  same. 

But  whereas,  no  provision  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  im- 
provement heretofore  required  by  law,  to  be  erected  in  case  of 
making  such  change  of  lots,  or  complying  with  the  said  terms  ol 
pre-emption,  and  it  appears  expedient  that  the  said  improvements 
should  be  dispensed  with,  and  further  time  allowed  for  securing  the 
said  pre-emption  :  Therefore, 
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1800.         Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  lioii.s-c  of  Represm- 

V— v~-»    tatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Fennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 

^         ,      viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 

Hepealof  ■,        r-  ,  ■  ^      ^  ' 

improve.      so  mucli  01  anv  law  as   imposes  upon  any  person  or  persons  who 
es^asto^lo'ts  havc  purcliascd,  or  shall  hereafter  purchase,  any  lot  or  lots  in  the 
i"^,kun,      towns  of  Erie,  Franklin,  Warren  and  Waterford,  the  condition  of 
waterfordf   improving  the  same,  and  prohibits  the  issuing  of  any  patent  or  pa- 
tents, unless  proof  of  such  improvement  be  first  made,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed, 
pfe-emption       [Sect.  IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
fevour"of ""  That  any  person  or  persons,  who  have  paid  any  money  for,  or  im- 
m  those^"^^     proved,  any  forfeited  lot  or  lots  in  the  said  towns  of  Erie,  Franklin, 
towns,         Warren  or  Waterford,  shall  have  a  pre-emption  to  said  lot  or  lots, 
at  the  prices  they  sold  for  at  former  sales  ;  provided  he,  she  or  they 
apply  within  twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  pay  for 
the  same.]   (sj 

Passed  19th  February,   1800  —Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  97. 

CsJ  This  act  was  continued  for  one     act  is  however  retained,  as    titles  may 
year  from  26th    February,  1801,  by  apt     yet  remain  to  be  completed  under  it. 
of  that  date,   (post,  ciiap.    2189.)    The 

CHAPTER  IMMXCVII. 

An  ACT  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of 
marsh  meadoxv^  situate  on  the  -west  side  of  Darby  creek^  and 
adjoining  to  the  river  Delaware^  in  the  toxvnship  of  Ridley^  in 
the  county  of  Delaxvare^  to  keep  the  banks^  dams^  sluices  and 
food-gates  in  repair^  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  defray  the  expense 
thereof 

Sect.  1.  [MANAGERS  and  Treasurer  of  the  meadow  on 
Parby  creek,  how  chosen.  2.  Penalty  for  refusing  to  act  as  mana- 
ger, and  proceedings  thereon.  3.  Duty  of  the  Treasurer.  4.  Man-  _ 
ner  of  supporting  the  meadow  banks,  &c.  of  the  company.  5,  6. 
Power  of  the  Managers.  7.  Width  of  ditches  and  drains  prescribed. 
8.  Power  of  the  Managers,  in  directing  repairs,  &c.  9.  Width  of 
drains  from  Stone  creek  to  Crum  creek.  10.  Remedy  for  persons 
aggrieved,  by  arbitration.  11.  Orders  of  the  Managers  to  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer.  12.  Punishment  for  injuries  done  to  the  premises, 
by  indictment.  13.  Power  to  enforce  assessments  on  owners  of 
meadow  land.  14.  Compensation  of  the  managers.  15.  Repeal  of 
part  of  former  laws,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  meadow.] 
Passed  26th  Feb'y,  1800 — Private  Act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  pa.  99. 


CHAPTER  MIMXCIX. 

An  AiTVfor  dividing  the  city  of  Philadelphia  into  wards,  and  «/- 
loxv'ing  an  additional  inspector  to  each  of  the  said  xvards,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

WHER  EAS  from  the  increased  population  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  unequal  division  of  the  same  into  wards,  great  in- 
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conveniences  have  been  experienced,  not  only  in  making  assessments  1800. 
and  collecting  taxes,  but  also,  in  conducting  Lhe  general  elections  for  '«— '^— ' 
the  said  city  :  For  remedy  whereol. 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House    of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Tum  j"''??  ■ 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  dhidea  inw^ 
be  divided  into  fourteen  wards,  in  the  manner  following,    viz.  so  wards!" 
much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at 
the  river  Delaware,  thence  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  citv^  to 
Fourth-street,  thence  by  the  same  to  Sassafras-street,  thence  by  the 
same  to   the   river  Delaware,    and  thence  bv  the   said  river  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  city,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  henceforth 
called  "  Upper  Delaware  AVard ;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as  upper  oeia- 
shall  be   included  within  a  line  beginning  at  the   river  Delaware,  ^^^^^' 
thence  by  Sassafras-street  to   Fourth-street,  thence  by  the  same  to 
iMulberry-street,   thence  by  the  same  to  the  river  Delaware,  and 
thence  by  the  said  river  to  Sassafras-street,  shall  be  one  v»'ard,  to  be 
henceforth  called  "  Lower  Delaware -Ward  ;"  and  so  much  of  the  Lower  Deja- 
said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  the  river 
Delaware,  thence  by  Mulberry-street  to  Fourth-street,  thence  by  the 
same  to  High-street,  thence  by  the  same  to  the   river  Delaware, 
and  thence  by  said  river  to   Mulberry-street,   shall  be  one  ward,  to 
be  henceforth  called  '■'■  High-street  AVard ;"  imd  so  much   of  the  High-sp-eet* 
said  city  as  shall  be  included  Avithin  a  line   beginning  at  the  river 
Delaware,  thence  by  High-street  to   Fourth-street,  thence  by  the 
same  to  Chesnut-street,  tlience  by  the  same  to  the  river  Delaware, 
and  thence  by  the  said  river  to  High-street,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be 
henceforth  called  "■  Chesnut  Ward ;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  citv  chesnut. 
as  shall  be  included    within  a  line  beginning  at  the  river  Delaware, 
thence  by  Chesnut-street  to  Fourth-street,  thence  by   the  same  to 
"Walnut- street,  thence  by  the  same  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  thence 
by  the  said  river  to  Chesnut-street,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  hence- 
forth called  **  Walnut  Ward;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  waimi^ 
be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  the  river  Delaware,  thence 
by  Walnut-street  to   Fourth-street,  thence  by  the  same  to  Spruce- 
street,  thence  by  the  same  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  thence  by  the 
said  river  to  Walnut-street,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  henceforth  cal- 
led ''  Dock  AVard  ;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  be  inclu-  Dock. 
ded  within  a  line  beginning  at  the  river  Delaware^  thence  bv  Spruce- 
street  to  Fourth-street,  thence  by  the  same  to  the  southern  bounda- 
ry of  the  city,  thence  by  the  said  boundary  to  the  river  Delaware, 
and  thence  by  the  said  river  to  Spruce-street,  shall  be  one  ward,  to 
be  henceforth  called  "  New  jNlarket  Ward;"  and  so  much  of  the  NewM;u. 
said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  Fourth-  '"^'' 
street  aforesaid,  thence  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  city  to  the 
■western  boundary  of  the  same,  thence  by  the  said  western  boundary 
to  Sassafras-?treet,  thence  by  the  same  back  to  Fourth-street,  and 
thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  one  vv-ard,  to 
be  henceforth  called  ''  North  Mulberry  Ward;"  and  so  nuichof  the  Nonh^sui- 
said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  Fourth-street  ''^'"' 
aforesaid,  thence  by  Sassafras-street,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
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1800. 


South  Mul- 
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Middle. 


South . 


loCDSt 


edar. 

Of  the  elec- 
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Time  of 
election. 
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city,  thence  by  the  same  to  Mulberry- street,  thence  by  the  same  back 
to  Fourth-street,  and  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  be  one  Avard,  to  be  henceforth  called  "  South  Mulberry  Ward ;" 
and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  be- 
ginning at  Fourth-street  aforesaid,  thence  by  Mulberry-street  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  city,  thence  by  the  same  to  High-street, 
thence  by  the  same  back  to  Fourth-street,  and  thence  by  the  same 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  henceforth  called 
*'  North  Ward ;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  be  included 
within  a  line  beginning  at  Fourth-street  aforesaid,  thence  by  High- 
street  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  city,  thence  by  the  same  to 
Chesnut-street,  thence  by  the  same  back  to  Fourth-street,  and  thence 
by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be 
henceforth  called  "  Middle  Ward ;"  and  so  much  of  the  said  city  as 
shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  Fourth-street  aforesaid, 
thence  by  Chesnut-street  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  city,  thence 
by  the  same  to  Walnut-street,  thence  by  the  same  back  to  Fourth- 
street,  and  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  one 
ward,  to  be  henceforth  called  "  South  Ward ;"  and  so  much  of  the 
said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning  at  Fourth-street 
aforesaid,  thence  by  Walnut-street  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
city,  thence  by  the  same  to  Spruce-street,  thence  by  the  same  back 
to  Fourth-street,  and  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  henceforth  called  "  Locust  Ward ;"  and  so 
much  of  the  said  city  as  shall  be  included  within  a  line  beginning 
at  Fourth-street  aforesaid,  thence  by  Spruce-street,  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  city,  thence  by  the  same  to  the  southern  boundary 
thereof,  thence  by  the  same  back  to  Fourth-street,  and  thence  by  the 
same  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  henceforth 
called  "  Cedar  Ward." 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  henceforth  be  lawful  for  the  electors  of  the  aforesaid 
wards,  under  the  same  regulations  that  are  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  this  common- 
wealth," to  choose  two  Inspectors  of  the  general  election  for  each 
and  every  of  the  said  wards,  and  in  conducting  the  said  general 
elections,  and  receiving  the  votes  at  the  same,  the  two  Inspectors 
for  each  ward  shall  occupy  one  window  or  door  of  the  house  where 
the  election  shall  be  holden,  in  exclusion  of  the  Inspector  or  Inspec- 
tors of  any  other  ward  or  place ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  the  general  elections  for  the  said  city  shall  be  opened 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and  ten  in  the  forenoon,  and  shall  con- 
tinue, without  interruption  or  adjournment,  until  the  electors,  who 
shall  come  to  the  said  election,  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  give  in 
their  votes,  any  thing  in  the  said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  at  the  next  ensuing  elections  for  assessors  and  Constables  for 
the  several  wards  of  the  said  city,  each  of  the  aforesaid  wards  shall 
be  entitled  to  choose  the  same  number  of  assessors  as  the  several 
wards  are  now  by  law  entitled  to,  and  one  constable ;  and  until  the 
said  elections,  the  present  assessors  and  constables  shall  continue  in 
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the  performance  of  their  several  duties,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been     1800. 
passed.  u^yj 

Pasaeil  1st  March,   1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  114. 


CHAPTER  MMC. 

An  ACT  to  annex  part  of  Bedford  county  to  the  county  of  So- ^'^•'^' Tu- 
rner set.  pa.  229.]  " 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa" 

fives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Ge?ieral  Assembly 
7net,    and  it   is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ^  That  pa^t  of  Bed- 
all  that  part  of  Bedford  county  in  Londonderry  township,  lyino- foru  annexed 

i      c       f  1         •  1  r    1       T  .     ,       A  ,,       ,         1  '     y       o  to  Somei-set 

westward  oi  a  hne  to  begin  on  the  top  oi  the  Little  Allegheny  moun-  county. 
tain,  where  the  Maryland  line  crosses  the  same ;  thence  running 
along  said  mountain  a  northerly  direction  to  where  the  mountain 
breaks  ',  thence  a  straight  line  to  the  breast-works  to  intersect  the 
present  line  between  Bedford  and  Somerset  counties,  shall  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  annexed  to  the  county  of  Somer- 
set, and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  in 
Berlin. 

Sect.  2.    [The  :ine  to  be  run,  and  reported  to  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions.    Obsolete.] 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  of  suits  de' 
That  no  action  or  suit  that  have  been,  or  may  be  commenced  in  the  >'*"'^"'s» 
County  Court  of  Bedford  before  the  first  day  of  June,  against  any 
person  living  or  residing  within  the  lines  by  this  law  annexed  to  the 
county  of  Somerset,  shall  be   stayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by 
this  act,  but  the   same  may  be  prosecuted  to  the  final  issue,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed  ;  and  all  taxes  laid  by  the  and  taxes 
commissioners  of  Bedford  county,  on  the  persons  or  property  in-  uii'"    ^ 
eluded  within  the  said  lines  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be 
collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  Bedford  county. 

Passed  1st  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  112. 


CHAPTER  MMCL 

An  ACT  authorizing  the  commissioners  of  Northampton  county^  ^'^^  [Ante.  chap. 
their  successors   in  ojfice^  to   receive  for   a  limited  time^  the  toll  "^''•J 
therein  vientioned  from  travellers  and  others  passing  over  the 
bridge   erected  over   the  Lehigh^  where   the  road  leading  from 
Easton  to  Philadelphia  crosses  the  same^  in  the  county  aforesaid. 

Sect.  1.  [TOLL  to  be  received  for  passing  the  Lehigh  bridge. 
Rates  of  toll  prescribed.  Contracts  may  be  made  for  an  annual 
sum.  2.  Penalty  for  extorting  more  tollage  than  is  allowed  bv  law. 
3.  Accounts  to  be  annually  exhibited  to  the  grand  jur}',  and  appro- 
priation of  the  tolls  to  extinguish  the  expenses  of  building.  4.  On 
what  terms  the  bridge  may  be  declared  free.] 

Passed  1st  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  103. 
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1800. 


CHAPTER  MMCir. 

All  ACT  declarijig  Big  Schuijlkill  a  public  highivay. 


Big  Schuyl- 


and  regula- 
ted 


Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  bi/  the  Senate  a?id  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commowwealth  of  Pennsylvania^in  General  Assembly 
jnetf  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  saine^  That, 
ahighway!''  ^^o^^^  ^^^  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  Big  Schuylkill,  from  the 
mouth  of  Norwegian  creek,  where  it  empties  into  said  river,  up  to 
where  the  Catawissey  road  crosses  the  same,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  a  public  highway,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and 
rafts,  under  the  limitations  and  restrictions  herein  after  specified; 
and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  desirous  of  using 
the  navigation  of  the  said  stream,  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial 
obstructions  out  of  the  same,  from  the  mouth  of  Norwegian  creek 
up  to  the  said  road,  and  to  erect  such  slopes  and  locks  at  the  mill- 
dams  now  built,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  passage  of  boats  and 
rafts ;  provided  such  slopes  and  locks  shall  be  so  constructed  as  not 
to  injure  the  works  of  said  dams. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un- 
derstood to  prevent  any  person  or  persons,  possessing  lands  on  the 
said  river,  who,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  had  authority  under 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  from  erect- 
ing any  such  dam  or  dams  that  he  or  she  may  think  proper  :  Provi- 
ded ahvays^  That  such  dam  or  dams  be  so  constructed  and  kept  in 
repair,  with  a  proper  slope  or  slopes,  and  a  lock  or  locks,  whereby 
the  navigation  of  the  said  river  will  not  be  injured,  nor  the  passage 
of  fish  prevented. 

Passed  1st  Marcb,    1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.   VII.   page  111. 


Proviso  as 
to  persons 
previously 
authorized 
to  erect 
dams. 


The  sixth 
election  dis 
trk't  of 
Franklin 
county. 


Place  of  hold- 
ihp  elections 
in  the  dis- 
trict of  Plum 
and  Ver- 
sailles, Al- 
legheny 
County. 


CHAPTER  MMCIY. 

Ayi  ACT  to  erect  the  township  of  Washington  in  the  county  of  Frank* 
lin,  into  a  separate  election  district^  and  to  remove  the  place  of 
holding  the  annual  elections  in  the  district  composed  of  Plum  and 
Versailles  toxvnships^  in  the  cowity  of  Allegheny. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep  resell- 
tatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Washington, 
in  the  county  of  Franklin,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to 
be  called  the  sixth  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  jMichael  Coskry, 
in  the  town  of  AVaynesburgh. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  composing 
the  district  of  Plum  and  Versailles  townships,  in  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  shall  hold  their  annual  elections  at  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  John  Thompson,  in  Plum  township,  any  thing  in  any 
former  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  3d  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  116. 
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CHAPTER  MMCVI.  1800. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  corporations  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  district  of  Southxuark^  to  enrol  their  public  ordiyiaiices 
in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
l>ly  met,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  '^^^^^^^ztloi  tha 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  corporation  of  the  city  corporation; 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  district  of  Southwark,  are  hereby  autho- ed  in  the  re- 
rized  and  directed  to  enrol  their  public  ordinances  in  the  office  for  fiie^*^"^  *  °  ' 
recording  of  deeds  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  under  the  same  re- 
strictions and  regulations,  and  at  the  same  fees  and  rates  as  are  allow- 
ed the  Master  of  Rolls  for  recording  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
as  heretofore  pi-ovided  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,"  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  also  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  district  of  Southwark,"  passed  the  eighteenth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  any  thing 
in  any  former  laws  to  the  contraiy  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  3d  March,  18Q0. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  118. 


CHAPTER  IMMCIX. 


pa. 


An  ACT  to   repeal  in  part^  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  [Voi.i.pa. 
fences,  and  to  encourage  the  raising  of  sxvine.^^  ge!] 

Sect.   i.    BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre^ 
sentatives  of  the  co7n7nonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asseni' 

%met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  bu  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Repeal  of 
^  "  m  k  tn£  act  resfU* 

from  and  after  the  fii'st  day  of  June  next,  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  latingten- 
to  regulate  fences,  and  to  appoint  appraisers  in  each  township  in  the  couiagLigVe 
counties  of  Bedford,  Northumberland,  Westmoreland,  Washington  sfjf„^f  soV 
and  Fayette,  and  to  encourage   the  raising  of  swine,"  passed  the  ^'„,7hJ^u|r= 
twenty-seventh   day  of  March,  one   thousand  seven  hundred  and  und, 
eighty-four,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  so  far  as  the  same 
respects,  and  is  in  force  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  agree- 
ably to  the  now  limits  of  the  said  county. 

Passed  rth  March,   1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  120. 


CHAPTER   MMCX. 

An  ACT   to  revive  and  amend  an  act^  entitled  '■'■  A71  act  to  enable  (\nte.  pa. 
the  Governor  of  this  commonxvealth  to  incorporate  a  company  for  !*«,  post. 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  cidtivation  of  vines y  a/id  for  other  "^^^^^-^^^^-^ 
purposes  therein  me7itio?ied." 

Sect.  1.  [REVIVAL  of  a  former  law  relative  to  the  culture 
of  vines.  2.  Commissioners  to  procure  subscriptions  to  the  company 

Vol.  III.  3  G 
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1800.    for  the  culture  of  vines.     3.  Provision  for  annulling  the  charter  of 
^-V^   the  company.] 

Passed  7th  March,   1800— Private  Act— Recorded  im  Law  Book  No.    VII. 

page  127. 


CHAPTER  MMCXL 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  electors  of  the  district  of  Southwark^  and 
the  electors  of  the  township  of  the  Northern- Liberties^  each  to 
choose  four  inspectors^  and  the  toxvnship  of  Germantownto  choose 
one  additioJial  inspector^  to  serve  at  the  general  elections. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
Kumberof  bly  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
feoTs  to"  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  the  district  of 
|e  chosen  in  Southwarlc  shall  choose  four  inspectors,  and  the  electors  of  the  town- 
the  North-  ship  of  the  Northcm-Liberties  shall  choose  tour  mspectors,  and  the 
and  German^  clcctors  of  the  township  of  Gcrmantown  shall  choose  one  additional 
*"*"■  inspector,  to  serve  at  the  general  elections,  at  the  same  time  and 

places,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entided  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  general  elections 
within  this  commonwealth,"  any  thing  in  that  or  any  foniier  law  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  7th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  128. 


CHAPTER  MMCXII. 

A,n  ACT  to  ijicorporate  the  town  of  Frankford^  in  the  county  of 

Philadelphia, 

Sect.  1.  [FRANKFORD  erected  into  a  borough,  and  its  boun- 
daries declared.  2.  Of  the  election  of  borough  officers.  3.  Mode  of 
holding  and  returning  the  elections.  4.  Name  to  be  "  The  Bur- 
gesses and  Inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Frankford,  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,"  with  the  usual  corporate  powers.  5.  Power  of 
the  corporation  to  make  ordinances  j  and  appoint  officers.  6.  Pro- 
vision in  case  of  vacancies  in  borough  officers.  Fines  and  forfeitures, 
shall  be  recovered  before  the  Burgesses  or  any  Justice.  7.  Of  the 
appointment  and  authority  of  regulators.  8.  Provision  as  to  party 
walls.  9.  Appeal  to  the  next  sessions.  10.  Qualification  of  borough 
officers.  11.  Former  officers  to  act  till  the  new  are  qualified.  12. 
The  powers  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  highways.  Overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  Constables,  to  be  as  heretofore,  as  long  as  Frankford 
continues  part  of  Oxford  township.] 

Passed  7th  March,   1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  121, 
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CHAPTER  MMCXIVo  1800. 

An  ACT  to  empower  the  commissioners  of  Chester  county,  to  sell 
certain  lots  of  ground  belonging  to  the  county^  and  also  to  pur- 
chase for  the  use  of  the  county,  a  lot  on  the  west  side  of  the  gaol. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  com   • . 
William  Rogers,  Ev^an  Evans  and  John  Menough,  junior,  commis- 1'?"®;'^°^. 
sioners  of  Chester  county,  and  their  successors  in  office,  are  here-  pur>:iiasea' 
by  empowered  to  purchase  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  gaol,  not  usesr''" 
exceeding  half  an  acre,  in  trust  for  the  county,  for  a  gaol  yard,  and 
such  other   public  purposes,  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  deem 
proper ;  and  the  said  commissioners  are  further  hereby  empowered 
to  sAlJ  and  convey  by  deed,  in  fee  simple,  a  lot  the  property  of  the 
county,  on   the   north  side  of  the   court-house,  prison  and  prison 
yard,  upon  this   condition   and  restriction,  that  the  purchaser,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,    shall  erect  no  buildings  of  any  kind,  on  or  over 
the  side  lot,  but  shall  permit  the  same  to  remain  for  ever  an  open 
highway  ;  and  the  said  commissioners  and  their  successors  in  office, 
are  hereby  further  empowered  to  sell  and   convey  by  deed  in  fee  and  sen  an 
simple,  any  other  lot  or  lots  heretofore  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  condition?" 
county,  on  which  no  public  buildings  are  erected ;  and  the  money  aris- 
ing from  such  sale  or  sales  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  countv. 
Passed  12th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  133. 


CHAPTER  MMCXV. 

ACT  to  authorize  Christian!  Bear  to  erect  a  mill-dam  in  Swatara 
creek,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin* 

Sect.  1.  [CHRISTIAN  BEAR  permitted  to  erect  a  mill- 
dam  across  Swatara  creek.  2.  The  dam  regulated,  and  private, 
and  corporate  rights  saved  to  the  canal  company.] 

Passed  12th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  153, 


CHAPTER  MMCXVL 

An  ACT  vesting  in  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  use  of  the  city,  a  certain  lot  of  ground  therein  described, 

AVHERiiAS  by  the  second  section  of  an  act  passed  the  eighth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  for  directing  the  sale  of  such  of  the  city  lots  as  remain 
the  property  of  the  state,  and  for  disposing  of  the  house  and  lots 
in  High-street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  late  the  estate  of  Joseph 
Galloway,  and  forfeited  to  this  commonwealth,"  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  were  authorized  and  required  to  reserve  so  many 
of  the  public  lots  as  shall  be  at  least  two  hundred  feet,  and  n9t 
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1800.  '  more  than  four  hundred  feet  square,  in  such  part  of  the  city  as  thev 
^-"v*^   may  judge  most  convenient,  to  be  appropriated  as  a  burial  ground 
for  the  interment  of  deceased  strangers,  and  such  other  persons 
who  may  not  have  been  in  communion  with  any  religious  society  at 
the  time  of  their  decease :  And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
act,  patents  dated  December  the  thirteenth,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  were  granted  for  two  lots  on  the  south  side  of 
Lombard-street ;  one  bounded  on  the  east  by  Tenth,  and  on  the 
west  by  Eleventh-street,  which  has  been   appropriated  as  a  burial 
ground,  and  is  now  so  full  that  the  corporation  have  thought  pro- 
per to  prohibit  future  interments  therein ;  the  other  bounded  on  the 
east  by  Eleventh  and  on  the  west  by  Twelfth-street,  having  been 
previously  granted  by  patent  to  William  Adcock  and  Christian  Ritiz, 
the  corporation  could  not  obtain  possession  of,  and  of  course  could 
not  apply  to  the  purpose  intended  by  the  act :  For  remedy  Avhereof, 
Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
A  public  lot    viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
corporation    all  the  right  and  title  which  the  commonwealth  has  in  and  to  the  lot 
phil  "'^  ^^'  bounded  on  the  east  by  Ninth-street,  on  the  north  by  Lombard- street, 
on  the  west  by  Tenth-street,  and  on  the  south  by  ground  of  Barron 
and   Hurst,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  interring  deceased 
strangers. 

Passed  12th  March,  1800. — Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  13'P. 


CHAPTER  M3ICXVIL 

EAiue.  page  A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  establishing'  a 
Jiightly  Tvatch,  providing  lamps,  and  supporting  pumps  for  public 
use  at  a  common  charge,  rvithin  a  certain  part  of  the  township 
of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,'''* 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that 
the  *'  Act  for  establishing  a  nightly  Avatch,  providing  lamps,  anci 
supporting  pumps  for  public  use  at  a  common  charge,  in  a  certain 
part  of  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia," passed  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  is  insufficient  for  its  purpose,  inasmueh  as 
the  tax  which  the  commissioners  under  that  act  are  authorized  to 
impose,  does  not  produce  a  sum  adequate  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  establishment :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomuealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asse?7ibly 
met,  a7id  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  safne.  That 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  "  Act 
for  establishing  a  nightly  watch,  providing  lamps,  and  supporting 
pumps  for  public  vise  at  a  common  charge,  within  a  certain  part  of 
'  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia," 
or  a  majority  of  them,  to  lay  a  rate  or  rates  in  any  one  year,  not 
exceeding  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  in  the  hundred  pound,  on 
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the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  the  freeholders  and  in-  1800. 
habitants  residing  within  that  part  of  the  township  of  the  Northern-  ^— -v-— ^^ 
Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  lies  between  the  mid- 
dle of  Fourth-street  and  the  river  Delaware,  and  between  Vine- 
street  and  Peg's  run,  agreeably  to  the  last  assessment  for  raising 
county  rates  and  levies,  to  be  applied  in  conformity  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  o/breJGzV,  Repeal  of 
That  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  recited  act,  as  is  hereby  altered  and  Ibrmei- ^t! 
supplied,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,   and  made  null  and 
void. 

Passed  12lh  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  Vil.  page  13j. 


CHAPTER  MMCXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  far  the  liynitatioji  (j/'C^"i-2'  pag» 
actio?is  to  be  brought  for  the  inheritance  or  possession  of  real  pro- 
perty, or  upon  penal  acts  of  Assembly,  in  all  cases  where  title  has 
at  any  time  been  claimed  under  the  Susquehanna  Company,  or  the 
state  of  Connecticut.'''' 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  cojnmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same.  That  Repeal  of  the 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of »« so^aras 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  entitled  "  An  seten^in'^ 
Act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  to  be  brought  for  the  inheritance  or  townships. 

O  KC.  in  I.u- 

possession  oi  real  property,  or  upon  penal  acts  or  Assembly,  be,  ^mecoun- 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  rendered  null  and  void,  and 
declared  to  have  no  force  or  effect  within  what  is  culled  the  seven- 
teen townships,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  nor  in  any  case  where 
title  is,  or  has  at  any  time,  been  claimed  under  what  is  called  the 
Susquehanna  Company,  or  in  any  way  under  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut, for  any  lands  or  possessions  within  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  11th  March,  1800, — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIL  page  163. 


CHAPTER  MMCXIX. 

An  ACT   to  erect  certain  parts  of  Allegheny,  Westmoreland,  Wash- 
ington and  Lycoming  coicjitieSi^  into  separate  counties. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Seyiate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  iji  General  Asseyn- 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Boundaries 
those  parts  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Washington,  included  coJUt^r"^ 
within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of 
Big  Sewickly  creek  on  the  Ohio  river ;  thence  up  the  said  creek  to 
the  west  line  of  Alexander's  district  of  depreciation  lands ;  thence 
northerly  along  tlie  said  line  and  continuing  the  same  course  to  the 
north  line  of  the  first  donation  district ;  thence  westerly  along  the 
said  line  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state ;  thence  southerly       )^. 
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along  the  said  boundary  across  the  Ohio  river  to  a  point  in  the 
said  boundary,  from  which  a  line  to  be  run  at  a  right  angle 
easterly  v/ill  strike  White's  mill  on  Racoon  creek,  and  from 
such  point  along  the  said  easterly  line  to  the  said  mill,  leaving  the 
said  mill  in  the  county  of  Beaver,  thence  on  a  straight  line  to  the 
mouth  of  Big  Sewickly  creek,  the  place  of  beginning ;  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  count}%  to  be  henceforth 
called  Beaver  county  ;  and  the  place  of  holding  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice shall  be  at  Beaver-town,  in  the  said  county.  And  the  Governor 
shall  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  commissioners, 
any  two  of  which  shall  run  and  ascertain  andplainly  mark  theboan- 
dary  lines  of  the  said  county  of  Beaver,  and  siiall  receive  as  a  full 
compensation  for  their  services  therein,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for 
every  mile  so  run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  which 
shall  be  raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  of  Beaver. 

Sect.  ii.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  that  part  of  Allegheny  county,  included  within  the  follow- 
ing lines,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  BufFaloe  creek  on  the 
Allegheny  river :  thence  by  a  line  running  due  west  until  it  strikes 
the  line  of  Beaver  county ;  thence  north  by  the  line  of  said  county  to 
the  north-east  corner  of  said  county ;  thence  by  a  line  north  thirty- 
five  degi-ees  east  fourteen  miles  ;  thence  by  a  line  running  due  east, 
continuing  said  course  to  where  a  line  running  due  north  from  the 
mouth  of  BufFaloe  creek  the  place  of  beginning,  will  intersect  said 
line,  miless  the  last  mentioned  line  should  first  strike  the  Allegheny 
river,  then  and  in  that  case  to  run  down  said  river  along  the  several 
courses  thereof,  until  it  will  intersect  said  line;  thence  by  said  line 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  se- 
parate county,  to  be  henceforth  called  Butler  county  ;  and  the  place 
of  holding  the  courts  of  justice  in  and  for  said  county,  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Legislature  at  any  place  at  a  distance  not  greater  than  four  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  said  county,  which  may  be  most  beneficial 
and  convenient  for  the  said  county.  And  the  Governor  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  any 
two  of  which  shall  run  and  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  the  boundary 
lines  of  the  said  county  of  Butler,  and  shall  receive  as  a  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  mile 
so  run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  be 
raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  of  Butler. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  that  pai't  of  Allegheny  county,  which  shall  be  included 
within  the'  following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  county  of  Beaver,  thence  north-eastwardly  along  the 
line  of  the  county  of  Buder,  to  the  corner  of  the  said  county  of 
Butler,  and  of  the  county  of  Venango,  herein  after  described ; 
thence  northerly  on  a  line  parallel  to  the  Western  boundary  of  the 
state,  to  the  north  line  of  the  fifth  donation  district ;  thence  at  a 
right  angle  along  said  line  westwardly,  to  the  western  boundary  of 
me  state  ;  thence  southerly  along  the  said  boundary,  to  the  north- 
v.'cst  corner  of  the  county  of  Beaver ;  thence  easterly  along  the 
north  boundary  of  the  county  of  Beaver,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be 
henceforth   called  Mercer  county;  and   the  place  of  holding  the 
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\ 
courts  of  Justice  in  and  for  the  said  county,  shall  be  fixed  by  the     1 800. 
Legislature  at  any  place  at  a  distance  not   greater  than   five  miles    * — r-^ 
from  the  centre  of  the  said  county,  which  may  be  most  beneficial  fi^r"^^"'' 
and  convenient  for  the  said  county.     And  the  Governor  shall,  and  The  Unes  to 
he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  any  two  comm"issTon- 
of  Vv'hich  shall  run  and  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  the  boundary  lines  '^"' 
of  the  said  county  of  Mercer,  and  shall  receive  as  a  full  compensa- 
tion for  their  services  therein,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  mile 
so  run  and  marked,   to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  be 
raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  of  Mercer. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Thefaound-      ( 
That  all  that  part  of  Allegheny  county,  which  shall  be   included  Crawford 
within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  north-east  ^"""ty- 
corner  of  Mercer  county  ;  thence  upon  a  course  north  forty-five  de-  '•:■ 

grees  east,  till  it  intersects  the  north  line  of  the  sixth  donation  dis-  'i 

trict;  thence  eastwardly  along  the  said  line  ten  miles;  thence  at  a  ' 

right  angle  to  the  said  line  northerly  to  the  north  line  of  the  eighth  ' 

donation  district ;  thence  westwardly  along  the  said  line  to  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  state  ;  thence  southerly  along  the  said  boundary 
to  the  north-west  corner  of  Mercer  county  ;  thence  eastwardly  along  \ 

the  north  line  of  Mercer  county,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be  henceforth 
called  Crawford  county,  and  the  place  of  holding  the  courts  of  jus-  seat  of  jus- 
tice in  and  for  the  said  county,  shall  be  at  Meadville  ;    provided  the   "^'" 
inhabitants  or  proprietors  of  Meadville  and  its  vicinity,  subscribe  ,■ 

and  secure  the  pavment  of  four   thousand  dollars  to  the  trustees  of  ^ 

the  county,  either  in  specie,  or  land  at  a  reasonable  valuation,  within  i 

four  months  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  ' 

learning  within  said  county ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal,   the 
trustees  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  fix  on  the  seat  of 
justice,  at  any  place  within  four  miles  of  Meadville.     And  the  Go-  The  lines  to 
vernor  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  commis-  eommiss'ion- 
sioners,  any  two  of  which  shall  run  and  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  ''"* 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  said  county  of  Crawford,  and  shall  receive 
as  a  full  compensation   for  their  services  therein,  the  sum   of  two 
dollars  for  every  mile  so  run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  mo- 
nies which  shall  be  raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  of 
Crawford. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  bound- 
That  all  that  part  of  Allegheny  county,  which  shall  be  "included  in  eoun'yf  ^''"^ 
the  following  boundaries,  viz.  beginning  at  the  north-east  corner 
of  Crawford  county ;  thence  at  a  right  angle  with  the  north  boun- 
dary of  the  same  northerly  till  it  shall  intersect  the  line  of  the  state 
of  New- York ;  thence  westwardly  along  the  said  line  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  said  state ;  thence  northerly  by  the  line  of  the 
said  state  into  Lake  Erie ;  thence  south-westwardly  by  the  said  Lake, 
including  so  much  thereof  as  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, until  it  shall  intersect  the  aforesaid  western  boundary  of  the 
state ;  thence  southerly  by  the  said  boundary'  to  the  north-west  cor- 
ner of  Crawford  county ;  thence  along  the  north  line  of  the  said 
county  to  the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erect- 
ed into  a  separate  county,  to  be  henceforth  called  Erie  county  ;  and 
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the  place  of  holding  the  courts  of  justice,  in  and  for  the  said  coun- 
ty, shall  bp  at  the  town  of  Erie. 

Sect.  vi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Lycoming,  as  shall 
be  included  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  the 
south-east  corner  of  Crawford   county,    in  the  north  line  of   the 
sixth  donation  district;  thence  the  course  of  the  said  line  eastward- 
ly  across  the  Allegheny  river,  until  it  shall  intersect  the  line  divid- 
ing Johnston's  and  Potter's  districts,  in  the  county  of  Lycoming ; 
thence  northerly  along  the  said  line  to  the  line  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  ;  thence  westwardly  along  the   line  of  the  said  state,  to  the 
corner  of  Erie  county ;  thence  southerly  by  the  eastern  boundaries 
of  the   counties  of  Erie  and  Crawford,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be 
henceforth   called  Warren   county;  and  the  place  of  holding  the 
courts  of  justice  within  the  said  county,  shall  be  at  the   town  of 
Warren,  in  the  said  county.     And  the  Governor  shall,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  commissioners,    any  two   of 
which   shall  run  and  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  the  boundary  lines 
of  the  said  county  of  Warren,  and  shall  receive  as  a  full  compen- 
sation for  their  services  therein,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  eveiy 
mile  so  run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  which  shall 
be  raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  Warren. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny  and  Lycoming,  as  shall 
be  included  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  the 
north-east  corner  of  Mercer  county;  thence  on  the  first  line  or 
course  of  Crawford  county,  until  it  shall  intersect  the  north  line  of 
the  sixth  donation  district,  being  the  same  as  the  first  line  of  the 
•  said  county  of  Crawford ;  thence  eastwardly  upon  the  said  line  of  the 
sixth  donation  district,  along  the  boundary  of  the  counties  of 
Crawford  and  Warren,  and  crossing  the  riv^er  Allegheny  to  the  line 
dividing  Wood's  and  Hamilton's  districts,  in  the  county  of  Lycom- 
ing; thence  southerly  along  the  said  line  to  Toby's  creek;  thence 
down  the  said  creek  to  the  river  Allegheny ;  thence  across  the  said 
river,  and  upon  the  line  of  Armstrong  county  hereinafter  described, 
to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  county  of  Butler;  thence  westward- 
ly by  the  north  line  of  the  said  count)^  to  the  corner  of  Mercer 
county ;  thence  northerly  along  the  line  of  Mercer  county  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  se- 
parate county,  to  be  henceforth  called  Venango  county;  and  the 
place  of  holding  the  courts  of  justice  in  and  for  the  said  county, 
shall  be  at  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  the  said  county.  And  the 
Governor  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners, any  two  of  which  shall  run  and  ascertain  and  plainl)'^ 
mark  the  boundary  lines  of  the  said  county  of  Venango,  and  shall 
receive  as  a  full  compensation  for  their  services  therein,  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  for  every  mile  so  run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  ot 
the  monies  which  shall  be  raised  for  the  county  uses,  within  the 
eounty  of  Venango. 

Sect.  viii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny,  Lycoming  and  W  est- 
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moreland,  as  shall  be  included  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.     1800.'  ~ 
Beginning  on  the  Allegheny  river,  at  the  mouth  of  BufFaloe  creek,    •— v— ' 
the  corner  of  Butler  county ;  thence  northerly  along  the  line  of  the  ries*of  Arm". 
said  county  of  Butler,  to  the  north-east  corner  of  the  same,  sup- ^"^''""scoun^ 
posed,  to  be  at  the  Allegheny  river,  and  if  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  said  county  of  Butler  shall  not  strike  the  Allegheny  river,  then 
from  the  said  corner  on  a  line  at  a  right  angle  from  the  first  line  of 
the  county  of  Butler,  until  the  said  line  shall  strike  the  Allegheny 
river ;  thence  by  the  western  margin  of  the  said  river  to  the  mouth  \ 

of  Toby's  creek;  thence  crossing  the  river  and  up  the  said  creek  to  I 

the  line  dividing  Woods  and  Hamilton's  districts  ;  thence  southerly  | 

along  the   said  line  to  the  present  line  of  Westmoreland  county  j  | 

thence   south  thirty-five  degrees  west  to  the  Kiskiminitas  river; 
thence  down  the  said  river  to  the  mouth  thereof  on  the  Allegheny  •, 

river  ;  thence  across  the  said  river  to  the  westwardly  margin  there-  \ 

of;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  BufFaloe  creek,  the  \ 

corner  of  Butler  county,  the  place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  \ 

is  hereby  erected  into  a   separate  county,  to  be  henceforth  called  \ 

Armstrong  county;  and  the  place  of  holding  the  couits  of  justice,  seatof  juv         j 
in  and  for  the  said  county,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature  on  the  ^^"'  i 

Allegheny  river,  at  any  place  at  a  distance  not  greater  than  five  | 

miles  from  the  Old  Kitanning  town,  which  may  be  most  beneficial  ' 

and  convenient  for  the  same.     And  the  Governor  shall,  and  he  is  The  lines  to 

,  ,  ,  .  .  .      .  P  be  run  by 

hereby  empowered    to   appomt  tnree   commissioners,  any  two  or  commission- 

which  shall  run,  ascertain  and  plainly  mark  the  boundary  lines  of  the  "^' 

said  county  of  Armstrong,  and  shall  receive  as  a  full  compensation  | 

for  their  services  therein,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  mile  so  ^ 

run  and  marked,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  which  shall  be  raised 

for  the  county  uses,  within  the  county  of  Armstrong.     And  for  the  Armstrong 

•^     .  ri'ii*  ri  •!  r»  annexed  to 

present  convenience  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  oi  Arm-  westmore- 
strong,  until  an  enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said       «o'in*> 
county  shall  be  made,  and  it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the 
said  county  of  Armstrong  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  annexed 
to  the  county  of  Westmoreland;  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several 
courts  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Judges  thereof,  shall  extend  over,  and  shall  operate  and  be  effec- 
tual within  the  said  county  of  Armstrong.     And  that  part  of  Arm-  ,^|^^'^^^^' 
strong  county  westwardly  of  the  Allegheny  river,  shall  form  an  elec-  strong  cowx- 
tion  district ;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  '^" 
at  a  house  now  occupied  by  John  Smith,  Esquire.     And  the  inha-  Election  dis- 
bitants  of  that  part  of  the  county  of  Buder,  within  Elder's  district  \l" 


tricts  in  But- 


Ccunty . 


of  depreciation  lands,  who  heretofore  held  their  elections  at  the  town 
of  Freeport,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  district  known  by  the  name  of 
M'Clure's  district,  and  vote  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Andrew  M'Clure.  And  the  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  Butler  county,  included  in  any  of  the  donation  districts 
who  heretofore  held  their  elections  at  die  town  of  Freeport,  shall 
be  annexed  to  what  is  called  Buchannan's  district,  and  vote  with  the 
inhabitants  thereof. 

Sect.  ix.  A}id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^sof'iht^' 
That  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  conformitv  to  this  act  to  several  coun- 

.  .1.11-  CI  •  •        ''*'  to  be  run 

run,  ascertain  and  mark  the  boundary  lines  ot  the  counties  contain-  onorij;etore 

Vol.  nr.  3  u 
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1800.     ed  in  this  act,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  run  and  mark 
the  boundary  lines  of  said  counties,  on  or  before  tlie  fifteenth  day  of 
June  next.     And  the  assistants  to  be  appointed  by  the  commission- 
ers to  take  the  enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  included  in 
the  bounds  in  any  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  shall  make  a  separate 
and  accurate  return  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants,  included  in  the 
bounds  of  each  county,  agreeablj'^  to  law.     And  for  the  present  con- 
venience of  the  inhabitants,  until  an  enumeration  of  the  taxable  in- 
Aiiegheny.°^  habitants   within  the  aforesaid  counties  respectively  shall  be  made, 
and  it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  counties  of  Beaver 
and  Butler  shall  remain  with  the  county  of  Allegheny,  and  be  a  part 
thereof  as  heretofore ;  and  the  authority  of  the  Judges  thereof  shall 
Crawford,     contiuuc  over  the  same.     And  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Mercer, 
nang"%var-  Vcuango,  Warren  and  Erie,  shall  form  one  county ;  under  the  name 
form  on? '  '^'  °^  Crawford  county  ;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  enjoy  all  and 
county  called  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,   rights,  liberties  and  privileges 
lounty,  with  whatsocvcr,   withiii  the  same,  which  the  inhabitants  of  other  coun- 
privUeges.     tics  of  this  State  do,  may,  or  ought  to  enjoy  within  their  respective 
counties,   and  under  the  same  rules,  laws  and  regulations,  shall,  at 
County  ofii-    the  ensuiug  general  and  other  elections,  elect  such  officers  as  they  by 
cers.  ijj^y  and  the  constitution  are  entitled  to  ;  and  the  Sheriffs,  Treasurers 

tAitered  by    and  all  sucli  officcrs  as  have  heretofore  usually  given  bail  for  the  faith- 
laws.j  ful  discharge  of  their  respective  offices,  who  may  hereafter  be  elect- 

ed or  appointed  in  the  said  county  of  Crawford,  before  they  or  either 
of  them  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices, 
shall  give  sufficient  security  in  the  like  sums,  in  the  like  manner  and 
form,  and  for  the  like  uses,  tiaists  and  purposes  as  such  officers  are 
obliged  by  law  for  the  time  being,  to  do  in  the  county  of  Alleg- 
heny. 
Judicial  pow  •  Sect.  X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^ 
forcTcounty.  That  the  Judges  of  rhe  Supreme  Court,  and  the  President  of  the 
fifth  district,  of  which  district  the  said  county  of  Crawford  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  part,  as  well  as  the  Associate  Judges  who  shall  be 
commissioned  in  and  for  the  county  of  Crawford,  shall  have  like 
powers,  jurisdictions  and  authorities,  within  the  same,  as  are  war- 
ranted to,  and  exorcised  by  the  Judges  in  other  counties,  by  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  state, 
continuanoe        Sect.  XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid. 

of  all  process  r^y.  .  .         ''  ,        -^     ,  i  -i 

dependiiigin   1  hat  no  action  or  suit  now  commenced,  or  that  may  be  commenced 
counties*     before  the   first  day  of  June  next,  within  any  of  the  counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Washington,  Allegheny  or  Lycoming,  against  any 
person  or  persons  living  or  residing  within  their  present  respective 
bounds,  and  which   by  this  act  are  made  part  of  any  of  the  before 
described  counties,  shall  be  stayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by  this 
act,  or  any  thing  herein  contained,  but  the  same  may  be  prosecuted 
to  judgment  and  execution,  with  the  like  effect  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  if  this  act  had  not  passed, 
jvpporiioii-         Sect.   xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
presentation  That  uiitil  an  enumeration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  made 
lature  fo^Ai- within  the  beiore  described  counties  respectively,  and  it  shall  be 
ve^r^Butier?' otherwise  directed  by  laM;  the  inhabitants  of  the  coimties  of  AUeg- 
Mereer,    '   hcny,  Bcaver,  Butkr  Mercer,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren  and  Venan- 
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go,  shall  jointly  elect  two  representatives,  to  serve  in  the  House  of     1800. 
Kepresentatives  of  this  state,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same    ^-^v^—^ 
regulations  as  is  directed  by  the    existing  laws  of  this  state,  for  EAe.^wtr- 
conducting  and  making  return  of  the  election  of  Allegheny.     And  fen  and  ve- 
the    said   counties,  together  with   the  counties  of  Washington  and  of  senators 
Greene,  shall   continue  to  be  a  district  for  the  election  of  senators  couMfes*""^ 
as  heretofore  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Armstrong,  shall  y"^  '^^^^hr 
jointly  with  the  county  of  "Westmoreland,  elect  three  representatives,  g,  eene  •, 
and  be  also  annexed  to  the  same  district  as  the  said  county  of  West-  strong^'ith 
moreland  for   the  election  of  state  senators,  and  representatives  in  lYnir/"""^^" 
Congress.     And  that  part  of  Washington  county  which  by  this  act  f-epreslnt^** 
is  annexed  to  the  county  of  Beaver,  shall  for  the  present,  and  until  t'vesincon- 
it  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  law,  be  annexed  to,  and  is  hereby  Panof  Bea- 
declared  to  be  part  of  Allegheny  county,  and  be  subject  to  the  juris-  to  AiJrihlny 
diction  of  the  several  courts  of  the  said  county  of  Allegheny.     And  '^"^^'^' 
the  inhabitants  included  within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  Begin-  Kiection  dis. 
ning  at  the  south  branch  of  Tomlinson's  run,  on  the  state  line ;  thence 
by  a  straight  line  to  Parkinson's,  on  the  road  from  GeorgetOAvn  to 
White's   mill ;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the  Ohio  river,  opposite 
to  the  mouth  of  Wolf  run ;  thence  across  said  river  up  Wolf  run, 
to  the  head  of  the  north-west  branch  thereof;  thence  by  a  straight 
line  to  Ruel  Reed's  ;  thence  west  to  the  state  line ;  thence  by  said 
line  to  the  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district';  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Samuel  Lyon,  in  George-town  :  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  Beaver, 
formerly  Washington,  now  Beaver  county,  not  included  in  the  afore- 
said district,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  election  district  which  is  held 
at  the  house  of  Samuel  Wilson.     And  the  inhabitants  of  such  parts  Beaver  and 
of  the  counties  of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  as  are  comprehended  within 
the  first  and  second  districts  of  donation  lands,  shall  be  a  separate 
election  district,  and  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  John  Elliot ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Mercer  county,  Mercer 
as   are  comprehended  within  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  districts  of 
donation  lands  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  and  hold  their 
elections   at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Benjamin  Stokely,  in  the 
said  district,  any  thing  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sect.  xiii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authorhij  aforesaid^  yT,en  (},e 
That  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear  by  an  enumeration  of  the  taxable  in-  touf,'t?es"shaJi 
habitants  within  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Butler,  Mercer,  Crawford,  ^^  represent. 
Erie,  WarreUj  Venango  and  Armstrong,  that  any  of  the  said  coun- 17.  ^ 
ties,  according  to  the  ratio  which  shall  then  be  established  for  ap- 
portioning the  representation  among  the   several  counties  of  this 
commonwealth,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation,  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  by  law  for  apportioning  the  said  representation, 
and  enabling  such  county  to  be  represented  separately',  and  to  hold 
the  courts  of  justice  at  such  place  in  the  said  county,  as  is  or  here- 
after may  be  fixed  for  holding  the  same  by  the  Legislature,  and  to 
choose  their  county  officers  in  like  manner  as  in  the  other  counties 
of  this  commonwealth  :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  if  all  the  coun«  proviso  as  w 
ties  at  present  composing  the  county  of  Crawford,  shall,  upon  such  ^1^3?'' 
enumeration  appear  to  be  entitled  to  choose  one  or  more  respresen- 
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t800,    tatives,  then  and  in  that  case  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  appor- 
*-nr^    tioning  the  representation,  and  allowing  the  said  county  of  Craw- 
ford to  be  represented  separately  from  the  county  of  Allegheny,  not- 
withstanding any  one  of  the  said  counties  now  composing  the  county 
of  Crawford,  may  not  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation. 
A  lot  to  be  Sect.  xiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hv  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

purchased  for  ^,,         •in  i  >irir  i  ..*'•'  p, 

public  uses  in  1  hat  it  Shall  and  may  be  lawiul  tor  the  county  commissioners  or  the 
county"         county  of  Crawford,  who  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  election, 
to  take  assurance  to  them  and  their  successors  in  office,  of  such  lot 
or  piece  of  ground  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  thereon  a  court-lj,ouse,  gaol  and  offices  for  the  safe  keep- 
expense,      ing  of  the  records;  and  that  for  defraying  the  expenses  thereof,  the 
ej.       '      county  commissioners  shall  assess  and  levy,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  act  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
^jj^stees  for  five  thousand  dollars  in  any  three  years  ;  and  David  Meade,  Fred- 
erick Hamaker  and  James  Gibson,  are  hereby  appointed  trustees 
for  the  said  county  of  Crawford,  with  full  authority  for  them  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  purchase,  or  take  and  receive  by  grant,   bar- 
gain or  otherwise,  all  such  assurances  for  the  payment  of  money 
and  grants  of  land,  or  other  property,  that  may  be  offisred  to  them, 
or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  said  county,  and  to  sell  and  convey  such  part  thereof,  either 
in  town  lots  or  otherwise,  as  to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  shall 
appear  advantageous  and  proper,  and  to  vest  one  moiety  of  the  neat 
proceeds  thereof  in  some  productive  property,  to  be  a  fund  for  the 
support  of  an  academy  or  public  school,  at  the  county  town  in  the 
said  county,  and  to  apply  the   other  moiety  thereof  in  aid  of  the 
county  rates  and  levies,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  public  build- 
Beavef '  ^'^^  "^S^  aforcsaid.     And  Jonathan  Coulter,  Joseph  Hemphill  and  Den- 
ny M'Lure,  are  hereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  county  of  Beaver; 
Ede.'^"^°''  and   Judah  Colt,  Thomas  Rees  and  John  D.  Hay,  for  the  county 
Trustees  for  ^^  Erie;  and  William  Miles,  Thomas  Miles  and  John  Andrews, 
iwees  for  ^^^  ^^  couiity  of  Warren ;  and  George  Fowler,  Alexander  M'Dow- 
Venango.      cll  and  Jamcs  M'Claron,  for  the  county  of  Venango,  with  like  pow- 
ers and  authorities,  and  for  the  same  trusts  and  purposes,  within 
Butiei^^  °^  their  counties  respectively ;  and  Adiel  M'Lure,  James  Amberson 
and  William  Elliott,  are  hereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  county  of 
M^rce'f  ^°'  Butler ;  and  Benjamin  Stokely,  AViUiam  M'MiUan  and  John  Wil- 
Trustees  for  liamson,  for  the  county  of  Mercer ;  and  John  Craig,  James  Sloan 
ThTir'dTttes  ^"^  James  Barr,  for  the  county  of  Armstrong,  who  shall  receive 
and  powers,  proposals  in  writing,  from  any  person  or  persons,  or  any  bodies  cor- 
porate or  politic,  for  the  grant  or  conveyance  of  any  lands  within 
the  said  counties  respectively,  and  within  the  limits  of  this  act,  for 
fixing  the  place  of  holding  courts  of  justice  in  the  said  counties  re- 
spectively ;  and  when  the  place  for  holding  the  courts  of  justice  in 
the  said  counties  respectively,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  to 
take  assurance   in  the  law  for  the  lands  contained  in  any  such  pro- 
posal, which  shall   or  may  be  accepted  of,  under  the  same  trusts, 
and  for  the  same  uses  and  benefits  within  the  said  counties  respec- 
tively, as  are  before  declared  with  respect  to  the  county  of  Crawford. 
Provision  a?       Sect.  XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ready  run'    That  whcncver  the  boundary  lines  of  any  of  the  said  counties  shall 
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be  the  boundary  lines  of  the  State,  the  said  lines  being  already    1800. 
known  and  established,  the  same  shall   not  be  run   by  any  of  the    ^— v— ' 
commissioners  appointed  by  this   act ;  and  when  any  line  shall  be  ^i'|,^jf  ^'m, 
run  and   ascertained,  and  marked  by  any  of  the   commissioners,  i''g<:''«^''oun- 
which  shall  be  the  dividing  line  between  two  counties,  the  said  line  new  county, 
shall  not  be  run  a  second  time,  but  the  commissioners  who  shall 
first  attend   and  perform  the  said  service,  shall  be   entitled  to  the 
compensation  therefor,  which  shall   in  such   cases  be  paid  equally 
by  the  counties  separated  by  the  said  line,  unless  it  should  happen 
to  be  a  line  of  Washington,  Allegheny,  Westmoreland  or  Lycoming. 

Sect.  xvi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  county  rates 
That  the  commissioners   of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  shall   have  for^'petvlr 
power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  assess  and  levy  county  rates  andButieri 
and  levies,  for  county  uses  and  purposes,  in  the  counties  of  Beaver 
and  Butler  ;  and  the  commissioners  of  Crawford  shall  have  power, 
and  are  hereby  authorized  to  assess  and  levy  county  rates  and  levies, 
for  county  uses  and  purposes,  in  the  counties  of  Meixer,  Erie,  War-  ^''j'^^^*^^^' 
ren  and  \  enango  ;  and  the  commissioners  of  Westmoreland  shall  ren  and  ve- 
have  power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  assess  and  levy  coun- "*''^*' " 
ty  rates  and  levies,  for  county  uses  and  purposes,  in  the  county 
of  Armstrong  ;  and  the   said  commissioners  and  treasurers  of  the  ^°^,  Arm- 
counties    of  Allegheny,     Westmoreland    and    Crawford,   respec- 
tively, shall  open  an  account  for  each  county  from  which  such  rates  ^p"^"'® 
and  levies  shall  be  raised  and  collected,  and  shall  respectively  pay  and  monies 
out  of  the  monies  raised  and  collected  in  each  county  respectively,  ** 
all  the  expenses  of  assessing,  levying  and  collecting  the  same  there- 
in, together  with  the  expenses   of  running  the  boundary  lines,  and 
the  expenses  of  ignoramus   bills,   and  other  costs  of  prosecution 
chargeable  to  the  county,  which  shall  be  exhibited  against  persons 
residing  and  inhabiting  the  said  counties  respectively ;  and  also,  all 
rewards  for  wolf-scalps,  and  animals  of  prey,  for  which  a  reward  is 
or  shall  be  given  by  law,  destroyed  in  the  said  counties  respectively; 
and  that  the  remainder  or  surplus  thereof,  shall  be  applied  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  county  in  which  the  same  shall  be  raised.     That  Existing  as- 

11     1  1-11  1      11  1  1   r         1  sessments  in 

all  the  county  taxes  whicn  have  or  shall  be  assessed  tor  the  current  Allegheny. 
year  by  the  commissioners  of  Allegheny  county,  in  that  part  now 
struck  off,  and  included  within  the  lines  of  the  several  counties  now 
formed,  shall  be  and  remain  for  the  use  of  the  county  in  which  such 
sum  is  or  shall  be  assessed. 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  a  tract  of 
That  the  Governor  is  hereby  empowered  to  direct  the  Surveyor- 14"  to" i^**" 
General,  to  cause  to  be  laid  off  by  actual  survey,  out  of  the  reserved  [heusl'of  an 
tract  adjoining  the  town  of  Beaver,  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acaUemy. 
acres  of  land,  for  the  use  of  such  school  or  academy,  as  may  here- 
after be  established  by  law   in  the  town  of  Beaver,  which  survey 
shall  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General,  and  a  pa- 
tent shall  thereupon  issue  to  the   trustees  of  the  county  of  Beaver 
and  their  successors,  for  the  said  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres,  so 
surveyed  and  laid  off  for  the  use  and  trust  aforesaid,  CtJ 

Passed  12t!i  March,  1800  —Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  137. 

1.  Beaver  County.  Annexation  to  Beaver  town  d-strict. 

See  (chap.  1589,)  ante,  page  56, and     27th  Fehiuaiv,  1801,  (chap.  2202.) 
the  notes  subjoined  thereto.  By  act  of  isth  January,  1803,  (chap, 
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2299.)  Two  new  election  districts  are 
established  and  a  certain  part  of  the 
county  annexed  to  the  Beaver  town  dis- 
tinct ;  and  a  certain  other  part,  annex- 
ed to  the  Geor.^e  town  district.  But 
tlie  place  of  holding  the  elections  in  the 
George  town  district  is  altered  by  act 
of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap.  2599,  §  19.) 

The  county  of  Beaver  was  organized 
for  judicial  purposes,  by  act  of  2d  April, 
1803,  (chap.  2380.) 

The  commissioners  were  authorized, 
by  act  of  2d  March,  1805,  to  collect  the 
arrearages  of  taxes,  remaining  unpaid 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  (chap, 
2543.) 

A  certain  part  of  the  county,  on  the 
Ohio,  annexed  to  the  Beaver  town  dis- 
trict, by  act  of  31st  March,  1806,  (chap. 
2715,  §  16.) 

The  place  of  holding  elections  m 
Slippery  Rock  township  changed,  by 
act  of  ilth  April,  1807,  (chap.  2856, 
§7.) 

A  new  district  erected,  begmnmg  at 
the  western  boundary  of  the  state,  &c. 
by  act  of  4th  April,  1809. 

North  Beaver  township  erected  into 
a  separate  district ;  parts  of  Big  and 
Little  Beaver  townships,  annexed  to 
Greensburgh  district ;  and  another  dis- 
trict, beginning  at  the  Ohio  state  line, 
established,  by  act  of  20th  March,  1810. 

(§  12.) 

Another  district,  begmnmg  at  the 
six  mile  run,  on  the  Ohio  river,  &c.  es- 
tablished, by  act   of  1st   April,   1811, 

By  the  last  enumeration,  the  county 
of  Beaver  contained  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  taxables.  But- 
ler one  thousand  four  hundred  and  for- 
ty-four taxables,  and  Allegheny  four 
thousand  and  twenty -four  taxables ; 
total,  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
five  taxables,  and  by  act  of  21st  March, 
1808,  apportioning  the  representation 
in  pursuance  thereof,  these  three  coun- 
ties jointly  send  two  members  to  the 
Senate  ;  Beaver,  one  member,  and  Al- 
legheny and  Butler,  four  members  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

By  the  Judiciai-y  act  of  24th  Febru- 
ary, 1806,  the  counties  of  Beaver, 
Allegheny,  Washington,  Fayette  and 
Greene,  compose  the  fifth  judicial  dis- 
trict. The  courts  in  Beaver  are  held  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  January,  August 
and  November,  and  the  last  Monday  in 
March  ;  the  term  continues  one  week. 

Beaver  county   is    attached  to  the 
western  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
2.  Butler  County. 

By  act  of  8th  March,  1803,  (chap. 
2331,)  trustees  are  appointed,  to  cause 
to  be  surveyed  three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  for  the  use  of  'the  county,  on  the 
nortli Side  of  Conequinessing  creek,  near 


Cunningham's  mill ;  to  lay  out  a  lot, 
&c.  for  the  public  buildings,  and  the 
residue  into  town  and  out  lots.  The 
town  to  be  called  "  Butler,"  to  sell  the 
town  and  out  lots  by  auction,  &c  first 
having  obtained  deeds  for  the  land  in 
fee  simple,  in  trust,  &c.  and  record- 
ed in  Allegheny  county,  and  then  to 
convey  to  the  purchasers.  Within  two 
years  after  the  county  shall  be  orga- 
nized, the  trustees  shall  surrender  their 
trust  to  the  commissioners  of  the  coun- 
ty, settle  their  accounts,  and  pay  over 
the  monies,  &c.  and  to  be  compensated 
by  the  commissioners  for  their  services. 
A  return  of  the  survey  to  be  filed  in  the 
recorder's  office  of  Allegheny  county, 
&c.  and  so  much  of  the  act  in  the  text, 
as  authorizes  the  commissioners  there- 
in named  to  be  trustees  for  the  county, 
is  repealed. 

By  act  of  3d  April,  1804,  (chap.  2507, 
§  11-12-13-14,)  the  .lecond,  fifth  and 
sixth  districts,  and  Middlesex  and  part 
of  Buffaloe  townships  (another  district) 
are  established. 

The  county  was  organized  for  judi- 
cial purposes,  by  act  of  2d  April,  1803, 
(chap.  2380.) 

The  commissioners  were  authorized 
by  act  of  2d  March,  1805,  (chap.  2543,) 
to  collect  the  arrearages  of  taxes  re- 
maining unpaid  at  the  time  of  its  orga- 
nization. 

Place  of  holding  elections  in  the  first 
district  changed,  Buffaloe  township ; 
Middlesex ;  and  Conequenessing  and 
Muddy  creek  townships,  erected  into 
separate  election  districts,  by  act  of  31st 
March,  1806,  (chap.  2715,  §  18-19-20.) 
Place  of  election  fixed  for  Butler  and 
Centre  townships,  by  act  of  Ilth  April, 
1807,  (chap.  2856,  §  11.) 

The  electors  of  Butler,  Centre, 
Donegal  and  Clearfield  townships,  to 
vote  at  the  town  of  Butler,  by  act  of 
20th  March,  1810,  (§  27.) 

For  the  population  and  representation 
of  Butler  county,  see  Beaver  county, 
above. 

By  the  judiciary  act  of  24th  Febru- 
ary, 1806,  the  counties  of  Mercer,  But- 
ler, Venango,  Crawford  and  Erie  com- 
pose the  sixth  judicial  district.  Thp 
courts  in  Butler  are  held  on  the  first 
Mondays  in  March,  June,  September 
and  December ;  the  term  continues  one 
week. 

Butler  county  is  attached  to  the 
western  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

3-  Mercer  County. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  districts  es- 
tablished, and  transfer  of  elections  from 
Elliott's  to  Stokely's,  by  act  of  27th 
February,  1801,  (chap.  2202) 

Six  election  districts  established  by 
act  of  12th  March,  1802,  (chap.  2244.) 


.431 


By  act  of  ?4th  March,  1803,  (chap. 
2343»)  trustees  are  appointed,  to  sur- 
vey two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the 
west  side  of  Otter  creek,  &c.  to  lay  out 
lots  for  the  public  building's,  and  the 
residue  into  town  and  out  lots,  the 
town  to  be  called  '\  Mercer."  To  sell  the 
out  lots  at  auction,  and  transmit  a  plot 
of  the  town  to  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth,  and  with  the 
proceeds  of  sale  to  erect  the  public 
buildings,  &c.  first  receiving  deeds  in 
fee  simple,  for  the  land,  in  trust,  &c. 
and  have  the  same  recorded  in  Craw- 
ford county,  and  then  to  make  convey- 
ances to  the  purchasers,  &c.  Trustees 
within  two  years  alter  the  county  sliall 
be  organized,  to  surrender  their  trust 
to  tlie  commissioners  of  the  county, 
who  shall  compensate  them  for  their 
services.  The  trustees  to  file  a  report 
of  their  proceedings  in  the  recorder's 
office  of  Crawford  county,  and  so  much 
of  the  act  in  the  text,  as  authorizes  the 
commissioners  therein  named  to  be 
trustees  of  the  county,  is  repealed. 

The  county  of  Mercer  was  organized 
for  judicial  purposes,  by  act  of  2d  April, 
1803,  (chap.  2380.) 

By  act  of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap. 
2599,  §  24-25-26-27  )  The  townships  of 
Cool  Spring,  Delaware,  Lackawanick, 
Springfield  and  Mercer ;  Sandylake 
township;  Wolf  creek  township;  and 
Slippery  Rock  township,  are  erected 
.into  four  separate  districts 

Mahoning,  Neshanock  and  Shenango 
townships  erected  into  three  separate 
districts,  by  act  of  11th  April,  1807, 
(chap.  2856,  §  40-41-42. 

Pymatuning  tiwnship  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  by  act  of  28th  March, 
1808,  (chap.  2972,  §  60.) 

The  place  of  holding  elections  in 
Sandylakf:,  Wolf  creek  and  Mahoning 
townships,  changed,  by  act  of  20th 
March,  1810,  (§  14-15-30.) 

Tlie  line  between  Mercer  and  Craw- 
ford counties  altered,  (chap.  2996.) 

By  the  last  enumeration,  the  county 
of  Mercer  contained  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-tliree  taxables,  and 
Venango  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two 
taxables,  total,  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  five  taxables,  which  counties 
jointly  send  two  members  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  ;  and  with  the  coun- 
ties of  Erie,  Crawford  and  Warren  one 
member  to  the  Senate,  by  act  of  2lst 
March,  1808- 

For  the  courts  see  "  Butler  county," 
above.  The  court  is  held  in  Mercer  on 
the  second  Mondays  in  March,  June, 
September  and  December.  The  term 
continues  one  week. 

Mercer  county  is  attached  to  the 
western  district  of  the  Supreme  court. 


4.  Cranvfor.l  Gounfy. 

A  public  seminary  of  learning  esta- 
blished at  Meadville,  by  act  of  22(i 
April,  1802,  (chap.  2278,)  Trustees  ap- 
pointed, 4th  April,  1805,  (cliap.  2608.) 

Parts  of  Crawford  and  Venango  coun- 
ties erected  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict, by  act  of  21st  February  1801, 
(chap.  2177.) 

Rockdale  township,  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  by  act  of  11th  Febru- 
ary,  1803,  (chap.  2316.) 

Four  election  districts  established  by 
act  of  4th  April,  1803,  (chap.  2382.) 

Electors  of  Meade  township,  to  vote 
at  Meadeville  ;  and  Venango  township 
erected  into  a  separate  district,  by  act 
of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap.  2599,  §1-14.) 

A  new  district  erected  ;  part  of  Sads- 
bury  township  annexed  to  Meade  dis- 
trict ;  and  part  of  Meade  township  an- 
nexed to  Hennington  district,  by  act  of 
31st  March,  1806,  (chap.  2715,^27- 
28-29. 

Sadsbury  township  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  by  act  of  11th  April, 
1807,  (chap.  2856,  §  39.) 

Wayne,  Fairfield  and  part  of  Fallow- 
field  townships,  erected  into  a  separate 
district  by  act  of  4th  April,  1809.  (§  8;) 

The  places  of  holding  elections  fixed 
for  Oil  creek  township,  Sadsbury  town- 
ship and  Wayne  township,  by  act  of 
20th  March,  1810,  (§  18-19-22.) 

Court-house  and  public  buildings  to 
be  erected  at  Meadeville,  on  the  public 
square,  act  of  5th  March,  1804,  (chap, 
2431.) 

Part  of  the  line  between  Crawford 
and  Mercer  counties  altered,  by  act  of 
28th  March,  1808,  (chap.  2996.) 

By  the  last  enumeration  the  county 
of  Crawford  contained  one  thousand 
two  hiuidred  and  sixteen  taxables,  Erie 
nine  hundred  and  fourteen,  Warren  (no 
return,)  and  by  act  of  21st  March,  1808, 
apportioning  the  representation  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  Crawford,  Erie  and 
Warren,  send  two  members  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  with 
Mercer  and  Venango,  one  member  to 
the  Senate. 

By  the  judiciary  act  of  24th  Febru- 
ary, 1806,  Butler,  Mercer,  Venango, 
Crawford  and  Erie,  compose  the  sixth 
judicial  district.  The  courts  .are  held 
in  Crawford  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in 
March,  June,  September  and  Decem- 
ber.  The  term  continues  one  week. 

Crawford  county  is  attached  to  the 
western  district  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
.5.  Erie  County- 

Part  of  Greenfield  township  erected 
into  a  separate  election  district.  Act 
of  22d  January,  1803,  (chap.  2303,  ob- 
solete.) 

The  county  of  Erie  organized  for  ju- 
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dicial  purposes,   by  act  of  2d   April, 
IS'Jo,  (chap.  2o80.) 

The  town  of  Erie  erected  into  a  bo- 
rougli,  &c.  by  act  of  29th  March,  18U5, 
(chap   2577.) 

Original  boundary  of  M'Kean  town- 
ship, erected  into  a  separate  district, 
by  act  of  4th  April,  18U5,  (chap.  2599, 
§  12,)  (obsolete.) 

Tlie  election  districts  arranged,  and 
ten  districts  established,  by  act  of  11th 
Aprd,  1807,  (chap.  2856,  ^  15.) 

The  plac^  of  holding  elections  fixed 
for  the  third  and  tenth  districts  ;  and 
Venango  township  erected  into  the 
eleventh  district,  by  act  of  2bth  March, 
1808,  (chap.  2972,  ^  11-12-J8.) 

Tiie  second  district  divided,  and 
M'Kean  township  to  be  the  second  dis- 
trict, and  Conneotte  to  be  the  twelfth 
district.  The  seventh  district  also  di- 
vided, and  Harbour  creek  to  be  the  se- 
venth district,  and  Beaver  dam  town- 
ship to  be  the  thu'teenth  district,  by  act 
of  4lh  April,  1809,  (^  9-10-11  12.) 

Tiie  place  of  holding  elections  m  the 
eighth  district  changed  ;  and  the  thir- 
teenth district  repealed,  and  annexed, 
to  the  sixth  d  strict,  electing  at  Water- 
ford.  Actof20lh  March,  1810^  (§13-28.) 

Two  thousand  dollars  granted  for  the 
erection  of  public  buildings  in  Erie,  by 
act  of  I6th  xMarch,  l807,  (chap.  2772.) 

An  academy  founded  and  endowed 
it  Erie,  by  act  of  2d  April,  1811. 

For  the  population  and  representa- 
tion, and  also  witli  respect  to  the  judi- 
ciary, see  the  note  to  Crcnoford  count}', 
fsupraj  The  courts  are  held  the 
Mondays  after  the  courts  in  Crawford. 
The  term  continues  one  week. 

Erie  is  annexed  to  the  western  dis- 
trict of  the  Supreme  Court. 

See  title  "  Erie  county ,'  in  the  Gene- 
ral Index. 

6.  Warren  County. 

Warren  county  erected  into  an  elec- 
tion district,  by  act  of  21st  Feb'y,  1801, 
(chap.  2177.) 

Warren  county  annexed  to  Venango 
county  for  judicial  purposes,  by  act  of 
1st  April,  1805,  (chap.  2588,)  and  forms 
part  of  the  sixth  judicial  district.  The 
county  not  yet  being  separately  organi- 
zed. 

Part  of  M'Doweirs  district,  Warren 
county,  annexed  to  North  Irwin  elec- 
tion district,  Venango  county,  by  act 
of  4th  April,  1805,  (chap.  2599.) 

Conewango  township  erected  into  a 
separate  district,  by  act  of  28th  March, 
1808,  (chap.  2972,  §  33.) 

For  the  representation,  see  Cramiford 
f  supra.  J  See  title  "  T^arren  county," 
in  the  General  Index. 

7.  Venango  County. 

Part  of  Crawford  and  Venango  coun- 


ties erected  into  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict, by  act  of  21st  Feb'y,  1801,  (chap. 
2177.) 

Part  of  South  Irwin  township  erect- 
ed into  a  separate  district,  by  act  of  2d 
April,  1803,  (chap.  2381.) 

North  irwin  district  erected,  by  .let 
of  3d  April,  1804,  (chap.  2507,  5  5.) 

Venango  county  organized  for  judi- 
cial purposes  by  act  of  1st  April,  lb05, 
(chap.  2536) 

Part  of  M'Dowell's  district,  Warren 
county  annexed  to  North  Irwin  district, 
by  act  of  4th  April,  18J5,  (chap.  2599.) 

Fifteen  hundred  dollars  granted  for 
the  erection  of  the  public  buildings,  by 
act  of  28th  March,  I8O6,  (chap.  2707.) 

The  site  of  tne  Court-houae  fixed, 
in  the  town  of  Franklin,  by  act  of  26lli 
March,  1808,  (cliap.  2952.) 

I'he  place  of  election  in  Irwin  town- 
ship  changed,   by    act  of  lltli   April, 

1807,  (chap.  2S5b,  §  ;^6.) 

Richland  townslup  erected  into  a  se- 
parate district,    by  act  of  28th   March, 

1808,  (chap.  2972,  §  34.) 

Irwin  and  Scrubgrass  townships  erect- 
ed into  a  separate  district ;  and  part  of 
Sandy  creek  township  to  vole  at  the 
town  of  Franklin.     Act  of  4th  April, 

1809,  §  31. 

For  the  population  and  representa- 
tion, see  note  to  "  Mercer  county,"  fsu- 
praj 

For  the  judiciary,  see  notes  to  "Cra'a- 
ford  county,"  fsupra.J  The  courts  in 
Venango  are  held  on  the  third  Mon- 
day s  in  March,  June,  September  and 
December.  The  term  continues  one 
week. 

Venango  is  attached  to  the  western 
district  of  the  Supreme^Court. 

See  titles  "  Venango,"  and  "  Franks 
I'm  foTC«,"  m  the  General  Index. 
8.  Annstvong  County. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  fix  the 
places  for  the  seat  of  Justice  in  Arm- 
strong, Butler  and  Mercer  counties, 
&c.  by  act  of  6th  April,  1802,  (chajj. 
2285.) 

By  act  of  4th  April,  1803.  Trustees 
are  appointed  to  survey  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land,  part  of  the  Kit- 
tanning  tract,  for  the  use  of  the  coun- 
ty ;  to  lay  out  lots  for  the  public  build- 
ings ;  and  the  residue  in  town  and  out 
lots  ;  the  town  to  be  called  "  Kittan- 
ning;"  the  trustees  to  sell  the  lots  at 
public  auction,  and  transmit  a  draft  of 
the  town  to  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  having  first 
obtained  deeds  in  fee  simple,  in  trust, 
for  the  land,  S;c.  and  recorded  the  same 
in  Westmoreland  county,  to  make  con- 
veyances to  the  purchasers.  Within 
two  years  after  the  county  shall  be  or- 
ganized, Uie  trustees  slifiU  surrenUfcc 
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liieir  tnists  to  the  comrnissioners  of  the 
county,  and  pay  tliem  tlie  monies  re- 
maining- in  their  hands:  before  the  coun- 
ty was  organized,  the  court  of  West- 
moreland had  power  to  appoint  auditors 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  trustees. 
Trustees  to  be  compensated  for  tlieir 
services  by  the  commissioners,  &c.  a 
return  of  tlie  survey  to  be  fded  in  the 
recorder's  office  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty ;  and  so  much  of  the  act  in  the  text 
as  authorizes  the  commissioners  tliere- 
in  named,  to  be  trustees  for  the  county 
of  Armstrong-,  is  repealed. 

Armstrong-  county  organized  for  ju- 
dicial purposes,  by  act  of  2d  March, 
1805,  (chap.  2541.) 

Allegheny  township,  erected  into  a 
separate  election  district,  by  actof  29th 
March,  1802,  (chap.  2257.) 

Place  of  holding  elections  in  BufTa- 
loe  township  changed,  by  act  of  Ztli 
Feb'y,  lb03,  (chap. 2310.) 

Toby  townsliip  erected  into  a  sepa- 
rate district,  by  act  of  3d  April,  1804, 
(chap.  2507,  §  7,)  erected  a  second  time 
into  a  separate  district  and  place  of 
holding  elections  therein  changed  ;  and 
Kittanning  township ;  Buffaloe  town- 
ship ;  Sugar  creek  township  ;  Alleg- 
heny township  a  second  time;  and  Red- 
bank  townsliip,  erected  into  separate 
districts,  by  act  of  11th  April,  1807, 
(chap.  2856,)  §  1-2-3-4-5  6, 


Plum  creek  township  erected  into  a     1800. 
separate  district;  and  the  places  of  hold-    i    _   - 
ing  elections  in  Redbank  and  Alleghe- 
ny townships  changed,  by  act   of  2Gth 
March,  1810,  §  9-10-11. 

Actions  for  trespass  on,  and  eject- 
ments for  lands  in  Armstrong  county, 
commenced  in  Allegheny  county,  prior 
to  the  1st  Monday  in  November,  1805; 
to  be  transferred  to  Armstrong  county, 
&c.  bv  act  of  26th  March,  1808,  (chap. 
2949.) 

By  the  last  enumeration,  the  county 
of  Armstrong  contained  nine  himdred 
and  sixteen  taxables  ;  and  Jefferson  and 
Indiana  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty -three  taxables  ;  total,  two  thou- 
sand and  thirty-nine  ;  and  by  the  act  of 
2lst  March,  1808,  apportioning  the  r^v 
presentation  in  piu-suance  thereof,  these, 
three  comities  send  one  member  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  county  of  Westmore- 
land, one  member  to  the  Senate. 

By  the  judiciary  act  of  24th  Feb'y, 
1806.  The  counties  of  Somerset,  Cam- 
bria, Indiana,  Armstrong  and  West- 
moreland, compose  the  tenth  judicial 
district.  The  courts  in  Armstrong  are 
held  on  the  third  Mondaj's  of  March, 
June,  September  and  December.  The 
term  continues  one  week. 

Armstrong  county  is  annexed  to  the 
TiVestern  district  ofthe  Supreme  Court. 


CHAPTER  MMCXX. 

An  ACT  declaring'  the  power  and  authority  gix'en  by  any  last  will 
and  testament  to  executors  to  sell  and  convey  real  estates^  to 
be  and  re??iain  iti  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them^  unless  other- 
'Lvise  expressed  in  the  will  of  the  testator,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioyied. 

WHEREAS  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  construction  of  those 
existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  which  relate  to  the  power 
which  executors  and  administrators,  with  the  will  annexed,  have  to 
sell  and  convey  the  estates  of  their  testators  :  And  whereas,  the  im- 
portance ofthe  subject  reqtiires  that  those  laws  should  be  so  explained 
and  amended,  that  persons  appointed  to  execute  the  last  wills  and 
testaments  of  decedents,  may  know  the  extent  of  their  powers,  and 
be  enabled  fully  to  execute  their  respective  trusts  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoxise  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  rf  the  same,  That 
in  all  cases  wherein  testators  have  devised,  or  may  hereafter  devise 
their  real  estates,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  their  executors,  to  be  sold, 
or  have  authorized  and  directed,  or  may  hereafter  authorize  and  di- 
rect such  executors  to  sell  and  convey  such  real  estates,  or  have  di- 
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1800.  rected  or  may  hereafter  direct  such  real  estates  to  be  sold,  without 
••-"V*^  naming  or  declaring  who  shall  sell  the  same,  if  one  or  more  of  such 
executors  is,  or  are  since  dead,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  surviving  executor  or  executors,  to  bring  ac- 
tions for  the  recovery  of  possession  thereof,  and  against  trespasses 
thereon,  to  sell  and  convey  such  real  estates,  or  manage  the  same  for 
the  benefit  of  the  persons  interested  therein,  as  fully  and  completely 
as  he,  she  or  they,  together  with  his,  her  or  their  co-executor  or 
co-executors,  would  be  empowered  to  do,  if  he,  she  or  they,  were 
still  living, 
powerof  Sect.  ii.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 

t^r^^fhere™'  That  in  all  those  cases  wherein  such  devises  have  been  or  shall  be 
?efused!*^^  made,  or  such  authority  and  direction  given,  if  one  or  more  of  such 
executors  hath  or  have  refused,  or  shall  hereafter  refuse,  or  hath  or 
h^ve  renounced,  or  shall  renounce,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
acting  executor  or  executors,  to  sell  and  convey  such  real  estates, 
and  otherwise  act  respecting  the  same,  as  fully  and  completely  as 
he,  she  or  they,  together  with  such  refusing  or  renouncing  executor 
or  executors,  would  be  empowered  to  do,  if  he,  she  or  they,  had  not 
refused  or  renounced. 
Powerof  ad.      Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
withThTwiu  That  if  where  such  devises  as  aforesaid  have  been  or  shall  be  made, 
annexed.       ^^j.  authorities  and  directions  given,  such  executor  or  executors  are 
deceased,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  or  have  refused  or  shall  hereafter 
refuse,  or  have  renounced  or  shall  renounce,   and  letters    of  admi- 
nistration with  the  will  annexed,  have  been  or  shall  be  granted,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  administrators,  with  the  will  annexed,  to 
sell  and  convey  such  real  estates,  and  otherwise  act,  respecting  the 
same,  as  fully  and  completely  as  if  such  deceased,  refusing,  or  re- 
nouncing executor  or  executors,  might  or  could  have  done,  were  he, 
she  or  they,  still  living,  or  had  he  she  or  they  accepted  the  execu- 
tion of  the  last  wills  and  testaments  of  such  testators,  or  had  not 
renounced, 
rower  Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

where  ex-     That  if  whcrc  such  devises  as  aforesaid  have  been  made  or  shall 

ecutors  are 

dismissed^    be  made,  or  authorities  and  directions  given,  such  executor  or  ex- 
ecutors shall  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  dismissed  or  otherwise 
discharged,  the  executor  or  executors  remaining,  shall  have  like 
power  to  sell  and  to  execute  the  said  trusts  and  authorities,  as  fully 
and  amply  as  if  all  of  the  executors  named  had  joined  therein ;  or 
or  letters      if  all  the  exccutors  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  dismissed,  or  the 
ly^tf^vaca-  letters  testamentary  have  been  or  shall  be  in  any  case  vacated,  and 
*^  '.  new  letters  awarded,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  administra- 

tors, with  the  will  annexed,  or  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,  or 
other  person  or  persons  to  whom  letters  of  administration  shall  le- 
gally issue,  to  sell  and  to  execute  the  said  powers  and   authorities 
mentioned  and  contained  in  any  last  will  and  testament,  as  fully  and 
amply  as  if  all  the  executors  named  had  joined  therein. 
This  act  not       Sect.  V.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
from7h^^^    thority  aforesaid^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed  or  taken 
^TrMorl      *°  prevent  any  testator,  from  directing  by  his  or  her  last  will  and 
testament,  otherwise  than  is  herein  declared  and  enacted. 

Passed  12th  March,  4,800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VII.  page  160. 
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CHAPTER  MMCXXI.  1800. 

An  ACT  to  extejid  the  time  limited  by  the  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  for 
the  limitation  of  actions  to  be  brought  for  the  inheritance  or  pos- 
session of  real  property^  or  upon  penal  acts  of  Assembly,^'' 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  satne^  That  Tj,g  wjaM^. 
the  provisions  and  limitations  in  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'"„/" l*^' 
*'  An  Act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  to  be  brought  for  the  inheri-  t^iee  yearg, 
tance  or  possession  of  real  property  or  upon  penal  acts  of  Assembly,"  (Voi.  2,  pa: 
passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ^'''^ 
and  eighty-five,  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  any  person  or  persons,  who,  on 
the  passing  of  the  said  act,  had  any  right  or  title  of  entry  into  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  to  the  heir  or  heirs  or  assigns 
of  such  person  or  persons,  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  from 
and  after  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred. 

Sect  2.  [This  act  to  be  publicly  read.  (Obsolete.)] 
J?assed  J2th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  159- 


CHAPTER  MMCXXV. 

An  ACT  to  extend  the  act,  entitled  *■'•  A  Supplement  to  an  act  for  r/vnte.pa, 
establishing  an  explicit  fee-bilW^  ^u.  ch^p. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Thesuppie- 
the  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  establishing  an  ex-  f^e-biiuaw 
plicit  fee-bill,"  passed  on  the  sixteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  ™^^^  i'*='t*' 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  all  things  therein  contained,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  extended  and  rendered  perpetual. 

Passed  15th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  189. 


CHAPTER  MMCXXVII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  "  An  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the  [Ante  pa. 
Pennsylvania    Claimants  of  certain  lands  within  the  seventeeii  ^^^'^ 
toxvnships  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned.'*^ 

"WHEREAS  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  it  was  provided  and  directed,  that  the  claims  and  vouch- 
ers of  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Regis- 
ter-General and  Comptroller- General,  to  issue  and  deliver  to  such 
claimants  certain  certificates  therein  specified,  and  the  Comptroller- 
General  was  thereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue,  alter  and  re- 
new such  certificates  :  And  whereas,  by  the  construction  put  upon 
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celJed. 


the  said  section,  it  is  doubted  whether  the  Register- General  is  au- 
Ci-v~-^  thorized  to   sign  the  said  certificates,  and  it  is  manifestly  proper 
that  such  a  power  should  be  given  :  Therefore, 

[Sect.  i.  Be  it  eiiacted  bu  the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
Certificates   blij  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sanie.  That 
vania  Claim-  from  lienccforth  the  Register-General  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
signedbythe  thorizcd  and  directed,  to  sign  all  certificates  to  be  issued  by  the 
register.       Comptroller- General,  and  Register-General,  or  either  of  them,  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  and  no  such 
certificate  shall  be  lawful,  or  the  evidence  of  any  property  or  right 
in  the  holder,  of  it,  or  other  person,  unless  signed  by  the  said  Re- 
gister-General.] 
How  such  [Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

shall  b"can.  That  whcu  the  said  certificates,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  paid  and 
delivered  into  the  Land-Office,  or  otherwise  discharged  and  redeem- 
ed, the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Comptroller- General,  who 
shall  immediately  cancel  the  same  by  piercing  hol^s  through  the 
said  certificates,  of  at  least  an  inch  in  diameter,  by  an  instrument 
containing  such  device  as  the  said  Comptroller-General  and  Regis- 
ter-General shall  agree  upon ;  and  the  said  certificates  being  so 
cancelled,  shall  be  filed  by  the  said  Comptroller- General  in  his  of- 
fice, subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  Legislature.] 

Sect.  hi.  Whereas  by  the  fourth  section  of  said  act,  the  time 
limited  for  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  to  file  their  applications,  ex- 
pired on  the  fourth  day  of  October  last,  and  owing  to  the  calamity 
that  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  several  citizens  were  pre- 
vented from  presenting  their  claims  :  For  remedy  whereof.  Be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  any  applications 
that  may  be  made  by  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  on  the  same  conditions  and  for  the  same 
purposes,  as  directed  in  the  fourth  section  of  said  act:  and  all 
Pennsylvania  Claimants  filing  their  claims  as  above  directed,  and 
otherwise  complying  with  the  terms  and  stipulations  of  said  act, 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  contemplated  by 
the  said  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Passed  15th   March,  1800 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  176. 
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CHAPTER  JMMCXXVIIL 

An  ACT  to  authorize  Isaac  Meason  and  Zachariah  Connell,  their 
heirs  and  assigjis,  to  erect,  build  and  maititain  a  toll-bridge 
across  the  Toughiogheny  river,  at  Connellsville,  in  Fayette  county. 

Sect.  1.  [A  BRIDGE  to  be  erected  over  Youghiogheny 
river,  and  the  property  vested  in  the  builders.  Tolls  to  be  taken  for 
passing  the  bi-idge.  Proviso  as  to  private  property,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river.  2.  Paupers  exempted  from  toll.  3.  Accounts  of 
the  bridge  to  be  exhibited.  When  toll  may  be  decreased.  4.  Limi- 
tation for  commencing  and  completing  the  bridge  5.  Proceedings 
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to  declare  and  make  the  bridge  free.  6.  If  the  bridge  is  not   kept  180O. 

in  repair,  upon  inquisition,  before  a  Justice,  &c.  the  tolls  shall  cease  ^-^-— ^ 
until  the  bridge  be  repaired.] 

Passed  15th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  165. 


CHAPTER  MMCXXX. 

An  ACT  vesting  one  of  the  city  lots  therein  mentioned^  in  trustees 
for  the  zise  of  the  fourth  Presbyterian  churchy  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Sect.  1.  [A  LOT  vested  in  the  fourth  Presbyterian  church, 
for  a  church  and  burying  ground.] 

Passed  15th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  pa^  180. 


CHAPTER  MMCXXXII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act  vesting  certain  potvers  in  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  The  supreme 
if  the  city  of  Philadelphia  should  at  any  time  hereafter  be  afflicted  be'beid'*'' 
by  any  infectious  or  contagious  fever,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  j."^  "^  jf 
Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  p'l''-,'^'j^,"u- 
hold  the  terms  in  any  convenient  place,  in  any  county  in  the  state,  is  afflicted 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  law  arguments,  and  receiving  the  returns  tlgioM'^""' 
of  the  different  Sheriffs,  and  deciding  on  mere  legal  questions.  '*'"' 

Passed  15th  March,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIL  page  187. 


CHAPTER  MMCXXXIII. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled   '■'■An  Act  to  pre-  (yoii.pz. 
vent    the   exportation  of  bread  and  four  not  merchantable,  w/'^j' ?" n?27o.> 
for  repealing  at  a  certai?i  time,  all  the  laws  heretofore  made  for 
that  purpose.'''* 

WHEREAS  flour  made  of  rye  and  Indian  corn,  having  be- 
come considerable  articles  of  exportation,  it  is  necessary  to  subject 
them  to  inspection,  in  order  to  establish  their  reputation  abroad  : 
Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by   the   Senate   and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvcalth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Hye  flour 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  all  flour  made  of  con/ho^o 
rye  or  Indian  corn,  which  shall  be  brought  to  any  port  or  place  '''' p^**^®**  ? 
within  this  state  for  exportation,  shall  be  packed  in-  casks  made  of 
good  seasoned  materials  of  the  Hke  dimensions,  and  hooped,  nailed 


438 


1800. 


marl;ed  and 
branded. 


How  to  be 
inspected 
before  ex- 
portation. 


Proceedings 
if  rye  flour 
or  Indian 
com  be  con- 
demned. 


Rye  and  In- 
dian corn 
may  be.  pack. 
ed  in  hogs- 
heads. 


Materials, 
dioriensions 
and  marks 
of  the  hogs- 
head. 


and  branded,  with  the  brand  of  the  miller  or  bolter,  and  with  thd 
number  of  the  cask,  and  with  the  weight  of  the  flour  therein,  in 
like  manner  as  in  and  by  the  above  recited  act,  and  the  several  sup- 
plements thereto,  is  directed  (except  as  to  the  casks  number  one, 
mentioned  in  the  above  recited  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement) 
and  under  the  like  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  are  therein  specified, 
as  to  the  flour  called  merchantable  ;  and  moreover  each  cask  shall 
have  the  tare  or  weight  of  the  cask  marked  on  it,  and  shall  be 
branded  with  the  words  "  rye  flour,"  or  "  kiln-dried  corn  meal," 
at  length,  as  the  contents  may  be,  in  a  fair  and  distinguishable  man- 
ner, before  it  leaves  the  mill  or  bolting-house  where  the  same  shall 
have  been  first  packed.  And  that  from  and  after  said  first  day 
of  September  next,  no  merchant  or  other  person  whatsoever  shall 
lade  or  ship  any  flour  made  of  rye  or  Indian  corn,  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  for  exportation  out  of  this  state,  before  the  same  shall 
be  offered  to  the  view  and  examination  of  the  inspectors  of  the  port 
or  place  from  whence  the  same  shall  be  intended  to  be  exported, 
and  before  the  same  shall  be  inspected,  approved  and  adjudged,  by 
the  said  inspector  or  one  of  his  deputies  (or  the  three  persons  to  be 
appointed  b)^  one  of  the  magistrates,  in  the  manner  by  the  said  re- 
cited act  directed,  as  to  merchantable  flour)  to  be  of  a  due  degree 
of  fineness,  and  of  a  quality  fit  to  be  exported  as  merchantable ;  and 
the  said  inspector  or  his  deputy,  shall  try  and  search  the  same,  and 
plug  up  the  holes  he  shall  make,  in  the  same  manner,  and  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  reward,  as  by  the  said  act  is  directed  concerning 
merchantable  flour. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  if  the  inspector  or  his  deputies,  or  the  three  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  a  magistrate  as  aforesaid,  shall  adjudge  and  determine 
that  any  such  flour  of  rye  or  Indian  corn,  so  to  be  branded,  shall 
not  be  of  due  fineness,  and  of  a  quality  in  all  respects  fit  to  be  ex- 
ported as  merchantable,  he  or  they  shall  cause  the  said  words  "  rye 
flour,"  or  "  kiln-dried  corn  meal,"  so  branded,  to  be  scratched  out 
and  obliterated,  and  the  person  or  persons  offering  or  intending  the 
same  for  sale  or  exportation,  shall  pay  for  the  inspection  thereof, 
the  same  reward  as  if  the  same  had  been  adjudged  to  be  fit  for  ex- 
portation. 

Sect.  hi.  And  whereas,  the  packing  of  flour  made  of  rye  or 
Indian  corn,  in  casks  of  larger  dimensions  than  are  warranted  by 
the  said  recited  act  or  its  supplements,  has  been  practised  and  found 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  exporters:  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au~ 
thority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  millers  and 
bolters,  to  pack  any  flour  of  rye  or  Indian  corn,  in  strong  tight 
hogsheads,  to  be  well  made  of  good  seasoned  white  oak,  and  to  be 
bound  and  tightened  with  sixteen  good  and  sufficient  hoops,  to  be 
well  secured  with  not  less  than  four  nails  in  each  chine  hoop,  and 
three  wooden  plugs  or  pegs  at  the  upper  edge  of  each  upper  bilge 
hoop,  and  to  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  viz.  the  staves  to  be  of 
the  length  of  forty-one  inches,  and  the  diameter  of  the  head  to  be 
twenty-seven  inches,  and  the  diameter  at  the  bung  or  bilge  to  be 
thirty-one  inches,  to  contain  eight  hundred  pounds  neat  weight, 
having  the  tare  or  weight  of  the  cask  marked  on  it,  and  branded  be- 
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fore  it  leaves  tht  mill,  bolting-house,  or  place  where  the  same  shall    1800. 
have  been  packed,  as  herein  before  directed,  with  the  addition  of   <— v— ^ 
number  1.  800,  such  miller  and  bolter  complying  with  all  and  every 
the  directions  of  the  said  recited  acts  of  Assembly,  as  to  the  casks 
number  2,  3,  and  4  therein  mentioned,  and  of  this  act,  and  subject 
to  the  same  regulations,  fines,  forfeitures  and   penalties;  and  the  Fee  for  in- 
said  inspector  or  his  deputy,  shall  be   entitled  to  demand  and  re-  *i'^'^*"*"' 
ceive  for  the  inspection  of  each  and  every  such  cask,  branded  num- 
ber 1.  800,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  person  or  persons   offering  the 
same  for  inspection,  the  sum  of  three  cents,  and  no  more. 

Sect.  iv.  And  whereas,  rye  flour  of  superior  quality,  has  be- 
come an  article  of  considerable  demand  for  exportation,  and  will 
command  an  advanced  price  :  Be  it  further  enacted  hif  the  authoritij  nye  flour, 
aforesaid^  That  any  miller  or  bolter  may,  in  addition  to  the  words  «Tie!"  and 
*'  rye  flour,"  heretofore  directed,  brand  each  and  ey&Yy  cask  con-  speald'as 
taining  flour  of  rye,  with  the  word  "  fine"  before  it  leaves  the  mill  s"=^- 
or  bolting-house  where  the  same  shall  have  been  first  packed ;  and 
before  it  shall  be  shipped  or  laden  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  for 
exportation  out  of  this  state,  it  shall  be  offered  to  the  view  and  ex- 
amination of  the  inspector,  or  one  of  his  deputies,  who  shall  try  and 
search  the  same,  as  herein  before  directed,  and  if  the  said  inspec- 
tor, or  his  deputy,  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  of  sufficient  fineness 
and  quality  in  all  respects  to  be  exported  as  rye  flour  "  fine,"  he 
shall  plug  up  the  holes    he  shall  make,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
herein  before  directed  ;  but  if  the  said  inspector  or  his  deputy,  shall 
adjudge  any  such  flour  of  rye,  havi.ig  thereon  the  brand  of  "  fine," 
to  be  inferior  to  the  standard  quality   which  shall  entitle  it  to  be 
Hshipped  and  exported  as  "  fine,"  he  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  scratch  out  and  obliterate  the  word  "  fine," 
from  such  brand-mark  :  Provided  also^  That  if  any  dispute  shall  Disputes  on 
arise  between  the  inspector  and  the  owner  or  possessor  of  such  flour,  hoTtobe' 
concerning  the  fitness  thereof  to  pass  as  "  fine,"  such  ov/ner  or  pos-  ^""■"'^• 
sessor  may  have  the  same  tried  and  determined  in  such  maniier  and 
form,  as  is  directed  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is   a  supplement, 
for  settling  disputes  conceringthe  quality  of  flour  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlie  authoriti/  afores^aid,  ofRnes, 
That  all  and  every  the  regulations,  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  l-orlfeiturls?'^ 
in  and  by  the  said  first  recited  act,  and  the  several  supplements  there- 
to, and  by  this  act  made,  imposed  and  inflicted  on  any  person  or 
persons  who  should  or  shall  grind,  bolt,  make  casks  for,  pack,  brand 
after  the  same  shall  have  left  the  mill  or  bolting-house,  ti-ansport, 
export  or  otherwise  have  any  thing  to  do  with  common  or  super- 
fine flour,  and  who  should  or  shall  offend  against  the  said  recited 
act,  or  the  supplement  thereto,  or  against  this  act,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  September  next,  extend  and  be  construed 
to  extend  to  such  persons  and  offences  as  to  flour  made  of  rye  or 
Indian  corn,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  articles  "  rye  flour" 
and  "  kiln-dried  corn  meal"  was  inserted  with  flour  in  the  said  acts, 
or  as  if  the  said  regulations,  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  were 
herein  repeated. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  and  singular  the  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  imposed  how  w  be 
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1800. .  and  directed  to  be  levied  by  this  act,  may  be  sued  for  and  recover- 
ed by  the  said  inspector,  or  his  deputies,  in  like  manner  as  other 
debts  of  the  like  amount  may  or  can  be  sued  for,  and  be  recovered 
by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  together  with  costs  of  suit,  and 
shall  be  applied  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement. 

Passed  15th  March,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  172. 
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CHAPTER  MMCXXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  com?nissi oners  to  sell 
the  house  ijitended for  the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  and  the  lots  adjacent  thereto. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  eiiactedby  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three  per- 
sons, who  shall  be  commissioners  to  sell  the  house  intended  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
lots  of  ground  adjoining  thereto,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  now 
the  property  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  previous  to  the  said  house  and  lots,  or  any  of  them,  being  of- 
fered for  sale  by  the  said  commissioners,  they  shall  divide  the  same 
in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ;  That  part  of  the  said  lots 
which  fronts  on  Market-street,  shall  be  divided  into  six  lots,  four 
of  which  shall  be  twenty-five  feet  each  in  front  on  said  street,  and 
the  eastermost  of  the  remaining  two  shall  be  twenty-six  feet  four 
inches  and  a  half  in  front,  on  the  said  street,  and  the  westermost 
twenty-six  feet  four  inches  and  a  half,  more  or  less ;  and  all  and 
every  of  the  said  lots  shall  extend  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
south  from  Market-street,  and  no  more ;  that  part  of  the  said  lot 
which  fronts  on  Chesnut-street,  shall  be  divided  in  the  like  manner, 
excepting  only  that  each  and  every  of  the  lots  into  which  the  same 
shall  be  so  divided,  shall  extend  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  north- 
wardly from  the  said  Chesnut-street,  and  no  more. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall,  without  delay,  as  soon  as  they 
shall  have  divided  the  said  lots  in  the  manner  above  mentioned, 
cause  a  plan  thereof,  and  also  the  ground-plot  of  the  house  intended 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  ground  immediately  contiguous  thereto  and  not  particularly  de- 
scribed in  the  last  section,  or  included  in  the  lots  therein  mentioned, 
to  be  made ;  and  shall  dispose  of  the  said  house  and  ground  and 
lots,  %vithout  delay,  by  public  sale,  giving  at  least  thirty  days  no- 
tice of  the  intended  sale,  in  two  or  more  newspapers,  printed  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia :  Provided^  That  at  least  one  third  part  of  the 
purchase-money  of  the  said  house  and  ground,  and  of  the  said  lots, 
^hall  be  paid  before  any  title  is  made  for  the  same,  or  any  part  there- 
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of  respectively,  and  the  remainder  secured  by  a  mortgage  ther-eon  1 800. 
respectively,  payable  in  not  more  than  three  equal  annual  instalments,  ^—'v— ' 
with  interest. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^etds  to  he 
That  as  soon  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  the  purciws- 
certify  to  the  Governor,  that  the  said  house  and  lots,  or  any  of  them,  ^"' 
are  sold  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed,  he  shall  under  his 
hand,  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds,  transferring  all 
the  right,  title,  interest  and  estate  of  this  commonwealth  in  the  same, 
to  such   person  or  persons  as  shall  be  certified  to  him  by  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  two   of  them,  to  be  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof,  and  shall  cause  the  state  seal  to  be  thereto  affixed ; 
and  shall  thereupon  deliver,  or  cause  the  said  deed  or  deeds  to  be  Payments  to 
delivered  to  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers,  on  his  or  their  paying  andsecure^,^ 
one   third  of  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money  to  the  state  trea- 
surer, and  depositing  a  good   and  sufficient  mortgage  for  securing 
the  residue,  in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned,  with  the  Re- 
corder of  deeds  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  by  him  recorded  in  the  office  for  recording 
of  deeds   for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  said 
Recorder    for  the   time  being  shall,  whenever  satisfaction  of  any 
such  mortgage  shall  be  acknowledged  in  his  office,  by  the  State 
Treasurer,    deliver    the    said  mortgage  so  satisfied,  to  the  mort- 
gagor or  other  owner  of  the  property  in  the  said  mortgage  men- 
tioned. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  condition  to 
That  the  several  lots  fronting  on  Market  and  Chesnut-streets,  de- to  thetafe  of 
scribed  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  sold  with  the  con-  ket  ami^hes- 
dition  and  under  the  restrictions  following,  that  is  to  say ;  That  no  ""^-stieets. 
build-ing  or  erection  shall  be  made  on  any  or  either  of  them,  at  the 
distance  of  more  than  one  hundred  feet  from  the  said  streets  respec- 
tively, of  a  greater  height  than  eight  feet,  and  in  each  and  every  of 
the  deeds  granted  for  the  same  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  in- 
serted a  provision  to  that  eifect. 

Sect.  vi.  And  whereas  it  is  represented,  that  several  sums  of 
money  remain   unpaid  to  some  of  the  persons  who  have  been  em- 
ployed about  the  said  buildings  :  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  sums  due  for 
be  "lawful  for  the  said  persons,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  tote paidT^ 
to  present  their  accounts  to  the  Comptroller  and  Register- General, 
on  whose  certificates,  and  the  certificate  of  the  survivor  of  the  late 
agents,  the    Governor  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  a  warrant  or 
warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  payable  to  the  persons  in  whose  favour 
certificates  shall  issue  as  aforesaid,  for  the  amount  found  due  to  them 
respectively :   Provided,  'IToat  the  aggregate  of  the   sums  so  to  be  Limitation 
allowed,  do  not  exceed  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  amowt, 
dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

Passed  17th  March,  1800. — Recoi-ded  u\  Law  Bonk  No.  VIL  page  184, 
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(general  assemfilp  of  ^ettusplbanta. 


Passed  during  the  eleventh  General  Assembly,  which  com- 
menced 5th  November,  1800,  and  ended  27th  Febraar}-, 
1801. 


THOMAS  M'KEAN,  governor. 


1800.  JOHN  WOODS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate  until  26th  February,  1801, 

\_        _.'  when  Francis  Gurney  was  elected  Speaker. 

ISAAC  WEAVER,  Junr.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeutatives. 


CHAPTER  MMCXXXIX. 

An  ACT  for  erecting"  certain  election  districts  within  the  county 

of  Luzerne. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  PeJinsylvaniay  in  General  Assembly 
Huntingdon  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
«rictV°"^'^'  *^^  township  of  Huntingdon  in  the  county  of  Luzerne  shall  be  an 
election  district,  to  be  called  Huntingdon  district;  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Charles  E.  Gaylord  in  said  township. 
Brantram  Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

^ict'°"  ^'*'  That  the  townsliip  of  Brantrum,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be  an 
election  district,  to  be  called  Brantrum  district ;  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  James  Wheeler  in  said  township. 
Hiiidaweiec-  Sect.  III.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tion  district.  That  all  that  part  of  the  several  districts  of  Wyalusing,  Wysock, 
Tioga  and  Willingborough,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  included  within 
the  loUowing  bounds,  viz.  Beginning  at  a  point  five  miles  due  east 
from  the  standing  stone  in  the  Susquehanna  river ;  thence  north  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  state ;  thence  east  to  the  twenty-eight 
mile  stone  on  said  boundary  line ;  thence  south  until  it  shall  intersect 
a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  Rindaw  district ;  and  the  elec-. 
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tors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  oc-     1800. 
ctipied  by  Ezekiel  Hyde  in  said  district. 

Passed  1st  December,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  194, 


CHAPTER  MMCXLI. 

4n  ACT  to  erect  a  certain  election  district  in  the  countif  of  Wayne,. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  arid  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Fourth  eiM- 
the  townships  of  Lackawaxon,  Palmyra  and  that. part  of  Canaan  of  Vaynp/ 
township  which  lies  on  the  south  side  of  Middle  creek  in  the  county 
of  "Wayne,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  fourth  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their 
general  election  at  the  mansion-house  at  Wilsonville  in  said  county. 
Passed  1st  December,  1800.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  196. 


CHAPTER  MMCXLII. 

An  ACT  to  change  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  fourth  eleo,- 
tion  district  in  Fayette  county. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  ejiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^    in  General  Asse?nbly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That,  Election  dis. 
from   and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  composing  the  skTn^efTy. 
district  of  BuUskin  and  Tyrone  townships,  in  the  county  of  Fay-  ^°"^* 
ette,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  public  school-house  in 
Connellsville  in  BuUskin  township. 

Passed  1st  December,   1800* — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  197". 


CHAPTER  MMCXLin. 

An  ACT  erecting  two  elect io7i  districts^  and  enlarging  the  bounds 
of  another  district^  in  the  county  of  Washington,  within  this 
commonxuealth. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  arid  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Brunswick 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  following  bounds  in  the  election  dis- 
county  of  Washington,  to  wit,  Beginning  at  the  three  forks  of  Buf-  Washington, 
faloe  creek ;  thence  up  the  westerly  fork,  called  Buck-run,  to  John 
Graham's ;  thence  to  Alexander  Gray's ;  thence  to  the  top  of  the 
dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  Buffaloe  and  Wheelen  creeks ; 
thence  by  the  said  dividing  ridge,  to  the  line  of  Morris  and  Canten 
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townships;  thciice  to  Williamson's  road  at  Joseph  Lauramore's ; 
thence  along  said  road,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  sepa- 
rate election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  Kerr,  in  the  town  of 
Brunswick  in  said  district. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  following  bounds  in  the  county  of  Washington,  to  wit, 
Beginning  at  the  state  line,  where  Greene  county  line  intersects  the 
same;  thence  by  the  said  line  up  AVheelen  creek  and  Enlow's 
fork,  to  the  head  thereof;  thencetothe  top  of  the  ridge  that  divides 
the  waters  of  Wheelen  and  Ten-mile  creeks ;  thence  a  north-west 
course  along  the  top  of  the  ridge  that  divides  the  waters  of  Whee- 
len and  the  Stone-coal  fork  of  Buffaloe  creek  to  the  house  of  Alex- 
ander Gray  ;  thence  to  John  Graham's ;  thence  down  Buck-run  to 
West-Liberty  road  ;  thence  along  said  road  to  the  State  line  ;  thence 
along  fsaid  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  be  a  separate  election 
district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Robert  Stevenson,  in  said  district. 

Sect.  hi.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  following  bounds  in  the  county  of  Washington,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  sixth  election 
district,  to  wit,  Beginning  at  the  late  Reverend  Joseph  Smith's 
meeting-house,  thence  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Cross-creek  town- 
ship ;  thence  along  the  township  line  to  the  road  from  Canonsburgh, 
to  Well's  mills ;  thence  along  said  road  to  John  IMarshall's  ;  thence 
to  the  Reverend  Thomas  Marquas's  old  place  ;  thence  to  Harmonis 
Cole's  ;  thence  along  the  Mingo-bottom  road  to  the  state  line ; 
thence  along  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  sixth  election  district,  and 
the  electors  of  the  said  district  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house 
formerly  appointed  by  law. 

Passed  1st  December,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.   VII.  page  197- 


CHAPTER  MMCXLIV. 


An  ACT  to  erect  a  nexv  election  district  in  the  county  of  HimUng- 
don^  and  for  other  purposes. 
Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
■  h     ^^y  niet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
election  dis-  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,    so  much  of  the  township  of 
ingdon.  ""^"  Allegheny,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  as  lies  west  of  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district, 
to  be  called  the  ninth  election  district  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon, 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Cornelius  M'Guire  within  said  township. 
Thceighth        Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
eiecuondis-  That  the  clectors  of  the  sixth  election  district  within  said  county, 
ed.  wha  reside  eastward  of  a  straight  line  to  be  drawn  from  Foreshea's 

gap  in  Terrass  mountain,  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Trough  creek,  and 
from  tlience  up  Big  Trough  creek,  to  Philip  Curfman's  saw-mill ; 
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and  thence  a  straight  line,  so  as  to  include  the  house  of  Joshua    i  goo. 
Chilcot,  junior,  to  the  eastward,  to  the  line  of  the  eighth  election    ^.-v^-^ 
district,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  first  election  district  in  said  county, 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections,  at  the  court-house 
in  the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  The  first 
That  all  that  part  of  AVest  township,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  trfc"e°,Sa^; 
■within  the  following  lines,  viz.  Beginning  the  division  line  of  Frank-  ed. 
lin  and  West  townships  on  the  Little  Juniata  river ;  thence  along 
said  line  till  opposite  the  head  of  Nelson's  run  :  thence  down  the 
said  run  until  it  intersects  Shaver's  creek ;  thence  up  the  said  creek, 
until  the  great  road  leading  from  Alexajider  M'Cormick's  mill,  to 
the   borough   of  Huntingdon,  crosses  the  same  ;  thence  along  the 
said  road  to  the  line  of  Huntingdon  township,  shall  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  annexed  to  the  first  election  district,  and 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their   elections   at  the  court-house, 
in  the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  ITih  December,  1800. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  199. 


CHAPTER  MMCXLV. 

An  ACT  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  river  Juniata  and  its 

branches. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commo7iwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  seine  or  net  shall  be  cast  of  we  fish- 

,  .  *  .    ^  ,  c  \  eries  in  Juni- 

or drawn,  or  m  any  wise   made  use  ot  by  any  person  or  persons  au. 

whomsoever,  in  the  river  Juniata  or  its  branches  (so  far  as  the  same 
is  or  shall  be  hereafter  declared  a  public  highway)  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  fish,  from  sun-setting  on  Saturday,  until  sun-rising  on, 
Monday  morning  next  following,  and  that  no  more  than  one  seine 
or  net  shall  be  drawn,  or  in  any  wise  made  use  of  in  any  pool  or 
fishing-place,  by  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  in  the  afore- 
said river  or  its  branches,  in  any  one  term  of  twenty-four  hours, 
to  begin  at  sun-rising  and  to  continue  until  sun-rising  the  day  next 
following,  and  that  no  seine  or  net  shall  be  so  long,  as  to  extend 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  way  across  flaid  river,  and  where  it  may 
happen  that  there  is  or  may  be  a  fishery  on  each  side  of  said  river, 
and  opposite  each  other,  they  shall  not  draw  their  seines  or  nets  on 
such  fisheries,  both  at  one  time,  in  any  one  terni  of  twenty-four 
hours  :  the  fishery  on  the  east  side  of  said  river  to  be  occupied  or 
made  use  of  one  twenty-four  hours,  the  fishery  on  the  west  side  the 
next  twenty-four  hours,  and  so  on  in  rotation,  or  as  the  parties  may 
otherwise  agree;  but  not  to  infringe  on  the  meaning  and  intent  ofpenaityon 
this  act.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  shall  draw  ing"theVegUT 
or  make  use  of  any  seine  or  net  in  the  said  river  or  its  branches,  iatiei>». 
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1 801.'  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  therein  within  the  term  or  terms  afore- 
*>»-v  —^  said,  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  this  act,  every  per- 
son or  persons  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  legally  convicted  be- 
fore any  justice  of  the  peace,  of  the  county  where  the  offence  is 
committed,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  together  with 
costs  of  suit  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  paid,  one  half  to  the  in- 
former or  prosecutor,  the  other  half  to  be  applied  by  the  supervisor  or 
supervisors  of  the  roads,  in  the  township  where  the  offence  has 
been  committed,  in  repairing  the  public  roads  in  the  same  :  Provided 
Ajipeai.  ahvciys  nevertheless^  That  in  either  of  the  aforesaid  cases,  the  like 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  had 
as  in  cases  of  recovering  debts  under  twenty  pounds. 

Passed  2d  January,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  20O. 


CHAPTER  M^ICXLVI. 

An  ACT  altering  and  erecting  certain  election  districts  in  the  coun- 

ty   of  Northumberland. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonrvealth   of  Pennsylvaiiia^  in  General  Assembly 
^^''^.^eriin  -inet^    and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   That 
district.       the  part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  comprised  within  the 
following  boundaries,  viz.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  middle  of  the 
Shamokin  hill ;    thence  by  a  south  line  to  William   Weyrick's  in 
Penn's  township,  on  Penn's  creek ;  thence  to  Frederick  Stone's ; 
thence   to  John   Dibler's  ;    thence   to  Jacob  Bishop's ;  thence  to 
George  Markley's  ;  thence  to  Peter  Burn's,  on  Penn's  creek,  in- 
cluding all  the  said  farms  ;  thence  along  the  Buffaloe  township  line, 
to  Abraham  Ireley's ;  thence  to  Toran  O'Quin's,  included  as  afore- 
said ;    thence  to  the  top  of  the  middle  ridge  of  the  Shamokin  hills, 
,  including   Seabold's  mill  and  farm,  to  the   beginning,  shall  be    a 

separate  election  district,  to  be  called  New-Berlin  district,  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections,   at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Christopher  Seabold,  in  the  town  of  New-Berlin. 
Shamokin  Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 

election  dis-  That  the  township  of  Shamokin,  in  the  same  county,    shall  be  a 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  Shamokin  district,  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections,  at  the  house  now 
Fishine        occupied  by  Jacob  Reed,  in  the  said  township  :  And  that  the  town- 
trict''  ships  of   Greenwood  and  Fishing  creek,   in  said  county,  shall  be  an 

election  district,  to  be  called  Fishing  creek  district,  and  the  elec- 
tors thereof   shall   hold   their  general  election,   at  the    house  now 
occupied  by  Samuel   Smith,   in  Fishing  creek  township  aforesaid  ; 
Bloom  and'    -^^^<^  ^'^^^  t^^  place  of  holding  the  general  elections  for  Bloom  and 
fiectiondls-  ^^^'^^  creek  townships,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  changed,  from 
trict.  the  house  of  Samuel   Boon,  to  the  house  now  occupied   by  David 

to^rship^     Fowler,  in  Brier  creek  township  :  And  that  that  part  of  Mahoning 
Minexedto    township,  wliich  constituted  a  part  of  what  was  heretofore  called  the 

Washington  i        i         •  i- 

distriet.       seventh  election  district,  be  and  the  sanre  is  hereby  annexed  to  Wash- 
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ington  district,  any  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstand-     1801, 
ing.  ^  ' — ^-. 

l*assed  2(1  January,   1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII   page  201. 


CHAPTER  MMCXLVII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  eJititled  "  An  Act  for  erecthg'  part[^^.j'^^^P^«^ 
of  the  counties  of  Miffiii}.,  Northumberland,  Lycoming  and  Ilimt-.^o^'z.) 
ingdon,  into  a  aepafute  coxintij.^'' 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  commission- 
the  Governor  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three  poiiuecfto'' 
commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  running,  marking  and  ascertain-  theilne'te^- 
ing,  part  of  the  lines  between  the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Cen-  '.'"T'  ""."'' 

'^      '^  ..  1        r   11         •  1  1       •  ingdon  and 

tre,  according  to  the  lollowing  boundaries ;   that  is  to  saij,  Btgin-  ceiuie  coun- 

ning  at  a  point  on  the  Tussey's  mountain,  three  miles  south-west  of 

the  line,  which  divided  Mifflin  and  Hurkingdon  counties,  thence  by 

a  direct  line   to  the  head  of  the  south-west  branch  of   Bald-eagle 

creek  ;  and  thence  a  direct  line  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Muchan- 

nan. 

Sect.    ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  And,  also. 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  mark,  run  and  ascertain,  part  of  {^^"b^t'^egn 
the  lines  between  the  counties  of  Lycomino;  and  Centre,  beeinnine:  ^y.^o"""^ 

,.-  o  II-  ■*'     Centre. 

opposite  to  the  mouth  oi  Qumn  s  run,  on  the  west  branch  ot  Sus- 
quehanna, thence  a  straight  line  to  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek 
where  it  empties  into  Bald-eagle  creek,  and  thence  to  the  north-east 
corner  of  Miles    [late  Haines]  township,  including  Nittaney  valley. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  eJiactcd  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ou.p\icate 
That  the  said   commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  dif-  made'^^f  ^he 
ferent  duplicate  plots  of  the  lines  so  run,  and  shall  deposit  one  of  ^"■"^^ys  and 

»  ucposiEcd  in 

each  thereof,  with  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  each   county,  bounded  the  offiesof 
by  the  lines  so  run,  in  order  to  their  being  entered  of  record.  tu^e'c'oun- 

Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  {foresaid,  ^^^' 
That  the  expenses   attending  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  how  to  he 
upon  the  commissioners  as  aforesaid  appointed,  shall  be  paid  by  the    ^  '^''" ' 
respective  counties,  bounded  by  the  said  lines,  in   equal  proportion 
for  those  lines  adjoining  them,  for  which  purpose,  the  county  com- 
missioners are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  warrants  on  their  respec- 
tive treasurers,   in  favour  of  the  said  commissioners  appointed  to 
run  the  lines  aforesaid. 

Sect.    v.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  x^r^^^r^^^^ 
That  whereas  bv  the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  sup-  P"5onof 

•  r<-i  i-i  •  Centre  couii> 

plement,  the  trustees  or  Centre  county  are  authorized  and  directed  tymaybe 
to  erect  a  court-house,  prison  and  other  buildings,  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  public  records,  on  the  public  square  in  the  town  of  Belle- 
font;  but  as  it  appears  ineligible  that  a  prison  should  be  erected  on 
the  public  square  of  the  said  town  ;  Therefore  the  trustees  of  Centre 
county,  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a  prison  for  said  count)-,  on 
any  of  the  lots  in  the  town  of  BcUefont,  co^^'e\'cd  to  them  by  James 


448 

1801.    Dunlop,  asd  James  Harris,  which  may  appear  to  them  most  suitable 
*—%'—'    and  best  situated  for  the  same. 

Twoofthe  Sect.  vi.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
cent^shaii  That  any  two  of  the  trustees  of  Centre  county,  shall  in  all  cases  be 
M  transact™  a  quorum,  to  transact  any  business  confided  to  them  by  this  act,  or 
business.      ^,  ^^  ^^^  j-q  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Thefirst  Sect.  VII.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  ontkority  afoTcsaid^ 

u^ict  oTcen-  That  the  townships  of  Upper  Bald-eagle  and  Centre,  in  Centre  coun- 

*'**  ty,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  first  election 

district,  and   the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 

The  second  place  whcre  the  courts  are  held  in  the  town  of  Bellefont :  And  that 

election  dis-  ^he  townships  of  Franklin  and  Half-moon  in  said  county,  shall  be  an 

election  district,  to  be  called  the   second  election  district,  and  the 

electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 

by  Abraham  Elder  in  Half-moon  township  aforesaid. 

Passed  7th  January,  1801 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  202. 


CHAPTER  MMCXLVIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  a  netv  election  district  in  the  county  of  Somerset^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  cominomuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
The  sixth      Jtiety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  5awe,  That 
trict  of  s*om.  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Stoney-creek, 
^^'^^-  and  that  part  of  Bedford  township,  annexed  to  the  county  of  Som- 

erset, shall  be  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  sixth  district,  and 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections,  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  John  Roads,  in  said  township  of  Stoney-creek. 
The  place  of  Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^rt'^oTqua-  That  the  electors  residing  within  that  part  of  Quamahoning  town- 
"wnship  ai-  ship,  in  Somerset,  county,  who  now  elect  at  Beula,  shall  from  and 
tered.  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  elect  for  the  general  election,  at  their 

former  election  district  in  Stoy's  town,  at  the  house  appointed  by  a 
former  law. 

Passed  7th  Janaarj^  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  204. 


CHAPTER  MMCLI. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  James   Hulings^  his   heirs  or  assigms^  to 
erect  a  xving-dam  on  French  creek,  in  Venango  county. 

Sect.  1.  [JAMES  HULINGS  empowered  to  erect  a  wing- 
dam  on  French  creek.  2.  Complaints  against  the  dam  how  to  be 
made.  Viewers  to  be  appointed  by  the  sessions;  and  indictment 
may  be  founded  thereon.  Obstructions  in  the  creek  to  be  removed 
by  James  Hulings.] 

Passed  31st  January,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  206. 
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CHAPTER  MMCLIL  ISOL 

■An  ACT  to  authorize  Roger  Alden  to  erect  a  xomg-dam  on  Fi'eneh 
creek^  in  the  county  of  Craxvford. 

Sect.  1.  [ROGER  ALDEN  empowered  to  erect  a  wing-dam 
on  French  creek.  2.  Complaint  against  the  dam  how  to  be  made  ; 
viewers  to  be  appointed  by  the  sessions,  and  indictment  may  be 
founded  thereon.] 

Passed  Gist  January,  1801.— Rgcordecl  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  208. 

CHAPTER  MMCLHL 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  county  of  Adams  into  certain  election  districts.. 

Segt.  1.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  c amnio ntvealth  of  Pennsylvama^    in  General  Asseiubly 
met^  and  it  is  Jiereby  enacted  by   the  authority  of  the  same,  That  pi^gj.  ^jec, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Cumber-  '„  Adam*^ 
land,  FrankHn  and  Mannallen,  and  those  parts  of  Strabane  township  county. 
on  the  west  of  a  road  leading  from  Schriver's  niill,  to   George 
Lashel's  and  Hunter's  town,  thence  down  the  Beaver-dam  to  the 
Conewago,  are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be  called 
■the  first  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  court-house  iti  Gettysburgh. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  tric°?^'^'* 
That  the  township  of  Mountjoy  and  Germany,  and  those  parts  of 
the  townships  of  Heidelberg  and  Manheim,  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  Adams,  are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  second  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Winrott,  in  the 
town  of  Petersburg  in  the  township  of  Germany. 

Sect.  hi.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  xhirddis^ 
That  the  townships  of  Berwick  and  Mount-pleasant,  and  those  parts  ""»"• 
of  Strabane  township,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Schriver's  mill,  to  George  Lashel's  and  Hunter's  town,  thence  down 
the  Beaver-dam,  to  the  Conewago,  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  erected 
into  an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  third  election  district,  and 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  novy  occu- 
pied by  William  Sturgeon,  in  Oxford  town. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Kounhdis- 
That  the  township  of  Tyrone,  and  those  parts  of  the  townships  of  ""'"• 
Huntingdon,  Monaghan,  Reading  and  Warrington,  included  within 
said  county,  are  hereby  erected  into  an  election  district,  to  be  called 
the  fourth  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Fickes,  in  Hunting- 
don township. 

Sect.  v.  And  be   it  further   enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  pj^yj  ,;,. 
That  the  townships  of  Hamilton's-ban  and  Liberty  are  hereby  erect-  t"«- 
ed  into   an  election  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  election  district, 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now 
occupied  by  John  M'Ginlsy,  in  Miller's  town. 

Passed  31st  January,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VII.  page  209. 
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1801.  CHAPTER  MMCLIV. 

^        Afi  ACT  io  declare  Nesliajiock  creek^  in  the  county  of  Mercer  a  pub- 
lic highway* 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  cotmiionwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
.  bly  niet,  a?idit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.,  That 

creek  de-  from  and  alter  the  passing  of  this  act,  Neshanock  creek  in  the 
highway,  county  of  Mcrcer,  from  its  mouth  where  it  empties  into  the  She- 
nango,  up  to  the  junction  of  Otter  creek  and  Mill  creek,  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway,  for  the  passage 
of  boats  and  rafts  along  the  same  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  inhabitants  desirous  of  using  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek, 
to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions,  from  the  mouth 
thereof,  up  to  the  junction  of  the  aforesaid  creeks  :  Provided,  That 
in  doing  the  same,  they  shall  not  thereby  injure  any  private  property 
on  the  said  creek. 
Reserving  Sect.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
toerec'/  "  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  under- 
stood, to  prevent  any  person  or  persons,  possessing  land  on  the  said 
creek,  who,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  had  authority  under  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  from  erecting 
the  same  as  he,  she  or  they  may  think  proper :  Provided,  That  such 
dam  or  dams,  be  so  constructed  and  kept  in  repair,  by  the  owners 
thereof,  with  complete  slopes  and  locks,  on  convenient  parts  of  such 
dams,  as  that  the  navigation  of  the  said  creek  for  boats  and  rafts 
will  not  be  injured  thereby,  nor  the  passing  of  fish  prevented. 
Passed  31st  Januai-y,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  210 


CHAPTER  MMCLV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  townships  of  Blockley  and  Kingsessing,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.   i.    BE  it.enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bchuyikiii     ^^y  "*^^i  ^'2^  ^'^  i^  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
wfctT*^''  fi'^"f^  ^1^^  ^fter  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Blockley 
rhiiadeiphia  and  Kiugscssing  in  the   county  of  Philadelphia,    shall  constitute  a 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  Schuylkill  election  district ; 
and  the  electors  thereof,  shall  hold  their  general  elections,  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  John   Leech  in  the    township  of  Blockley 
aforesaid. 

Passed  31st  January,  18C1— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  211. 

CHAPTER  MMCLYI. 

An  KCT  for  erecting  the  township  of  Anvil  and  part  of  the  town- 
ship of  Londonderry  in  the  county  of  Dauphin  into  an  election 
district. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly- 


county. 
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7netj  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That     1801. 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  so  much  of  the  township  of  **■— »-»^ 
Londonderry,  as  lies  on  the  eastwardly  side  of  the  following  fines,  ai"ekc1:\on"' 
to  wit.  Beginning  at  Dixon's  ford  on  Swatara  creek,  thence  along  p^^""  ^in" 
the  road  between  the  lands  of  Robert  and  Thomas  M'Callen,  to  in-  county  to 
tersect  the  great  road  at  Henry  Gates's,  thence  down  the  small  road  ier'sto>Yn. 
by  Martin  Thomas  and  Thomas  M'Elwrath's  between  the  lands  of 
John  Boal  and  Jacob  Longnecker,  thence  by  a  straight  line  between 
David  Brand,  Jacob  Lehman  and  William  Logan's,  to  Conewago 
creek,  thence  along  the  line  of  Londonderry  to  Anvil,  and  including 
the  whole  of  Anvil  township  aforesaid,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
erected  into  an  election  district,  and  the  electors  within  the  same 
shall  hold  their  general  elections   at  the  house  now   occupied   by 
Christian  Cassel  in  Miller's  town,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin  afore- 
said. 

Passed  31st  January,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  211. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXI. 

An  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  authoriziiig  (Chap.  ms.) 
certain  lotteries''^  as  empoxvers  the  commissioners  therein  named 
to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  erecting  piers  for  securing  the  banks 
of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers  at  Pittsburgh, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Price  of  lot 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for   the   commissioners  appointed  by  fo^;ie"s^T^ 
the  third  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  authorizing  certain  J,y*and  mo*" 
lotteries,"  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  nongaiida. 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  take  back  the  tickets  which  they  disposed  of  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  act,  and  to  refund  to  purchasers  the  money  re- 
ceived for  the  same,  and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  exon- 
erated from  all  the  duties  required  by  the  said  act,  and  from  all 
claims  which  may  be  made  on  them,  by  virtue  thereof:  Provided 
ahvaysy  That  in  case  of  refusal  of  the  commissioners  to  refund  the 
price  of  the  tickets  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
plaintiff  to  sue  for  the  amount  of  said  tickets  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  that  debts  under  five 
pounds  are  recoverable,  and  the  said  tickets  shall  be  given  in  evi- 
dence in  the  suits  aforesaid. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ji^^^^^^^ 
That  so  much  and  no  more  of  the  aforesaid  act  as  authorizes  cer-  f.*'''  °*  '^« 

,  .  ...  ..  tyrmer  act, 

tarn  commissioners  therein  mentioned,  to  raise  a  sum  ot  money  by 
lottery  for  erecting  piers,  and  for  securing  the  banks  of  the  Alleg- 
heny and  Monongahela  rivers  at  Pittsburgh,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Passed  4th  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  215^. 
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1801.  CHAPTER  MMCLXII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  part  of  the  county  of  Allegheny  into  a  separate 
election  district. 

Sect,  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commontvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
SectimTdb-'^  mcf,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
le' hen"  ^'  froin  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  that  part  of  Allegheny  coun- 
county,  ty  contained  in  the  following  bounds,  viz.  Beginning  on  the  Ohio 
river  at  Beaver  county  line,  thence  by  the  same  to  Washington  coun- 
ty line,  thence  by  the  same  to  Noblesburgh  district  line,  thence  by 
the  same  to  the  heads  of  Moon  run,  thence  down  the  same  run  to 
the  Ohio  river,  thence  across  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  Lawry's 
run,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  head  thereof,  thence  a  north-west 
course  to  Beaver  county  line,  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of 
beginning  in  said  county,  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election 
(district,  to  be  called  the  seventh  district,  and  the  electors  thereof 
shall  hold  their  annual  elections,  at  the  house  now  occupied  by- 
Adam  Patterson,  in  Middletown,  any  thing  in  any  former  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

/rassQpd  4th  Februai-}-,  1801.— ligcorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  216?  - 


CHAPTER  MMCI.XVI. 

An  ACT^o  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  between  Lancaster  aind  Ches- 
ter counties. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonzvealth  of  Penmyhania^  in  General  Assembly 
jaroyi5ior>  for  rnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
taiiT pafts^of  ^^  Govcmor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
^veen  Lan-    ^Ppoint  three  commissioners,  who  or  any  two  of  them  shall   pro- 
chefte?"^     ceed  to  run  out,  mark   and  fix  that  part  of  the  lines  between  the 
counties.       counties  of  Lancaster  and  Chester,  from  a  point  where  the  lines  of 
Lancaster  and  Chester  counties  make  a  corner,  near  the  Horse-shoe 
road  on  the  Welsh  mountain,  to  such  point  on  the  Octorara  creek 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  commissioners  may  be  necessary, 
which  lines  when  so  run  and  fixed  by  the  commissioners  as  afore- 
said, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  and  remain  the  lines  dividing  the 
counties  of  Lancaster  and  Chester  respectively. 
Provision  Sect.  II.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti)  aforesaid^ 

prevfouJiy''*  That  where  any  survey  or  surveys  have  been  made  previous  to  the 
^uty^sui-^ly-  passing  of  this  act,  within  the  counties  aforesaid,  by  any  deputy- 
be'lff-ected''  surveyor,  and  it  shall  be  found  after  the  running  of  the  several  lines 
i.y  the  run-    as  directed  by  this  act,  that  the  same  surveys  are  not  within  the 

niiig  of  the  I  •        •  r  1       1  ,  r  i 

s?id  »ct.  proper  district  ot  such  deputy-surveyor,  the  return  oi  ^uch  survey 
or  surveys  by  the  deputy  or  deputies  who  may  have  made  the  same, 
under  circumstances  of  uncertainty,  shall  be  as  good  and  available 
in  law,  as  it  the  same  had  been  executed  and  returned  by  the  proper 
deputy  of  the  district,  any  law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwith-. 
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standing:  Provided  ahuays^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  in    1801. 
any  degree  prejudice  or  affect  the  right  of  private  property.  c-v*«<> 

Sect.    hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Howiheex- 
That  the   expenses  attending   the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  fjf^'^^hl'une 
upon  the  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the  first  section  of  this  s^aii be  paid, 
act,  as  also  tlie  expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  in  running  the  lines 
between  said  counties,  shall  be   paid  out   of  the   treasuries  of  the 
counties  of  Lancaster  and  Chester  respectively,  in  equal  propor- 
tion. 

Passed  lOtli  February,  1801.— Recorded  In  L:iw  Book  No.  VII.  page  222. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXYII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  and  regulate  sundry  election  districts  in  the  coun- 
ty of  York. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth   of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the   authority  of  the  same^  That  Secondeiec 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  o'r'York'^"^-^ 
for  the  electors  of  those  parts  of  Manheim  and  Heidelberg  town-  «°"'"y- 
ships,  included  within  the  bounds  of  York  county,  with  that  part 
of  Paradise  township  on  the  west  of  a  lin,e  to  begin  at  the  house  of 
George   Beack,  thence  by  Nicholas  Andrew,   George  Mayer  and 
Michael  Fissel,  inclusive,  together  with  that  part  of  Codorus  town- 
ship on  the  west  of  a  line  to  begin  at  the  house  of  Jost  Runk,  thence 
by  Henry  Strikehouser,  Christian  Rohrback,  Peter  Kreps  and  Lud- 
wig  Frasher,  inclusive,  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  callecl  the  second 
election  district,  and  the   electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Daniel  Clapsadle  in  the  town  of  Han- 
over. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Third  dh- 
That  the  township  of  Newbury  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  called  the  *"'■"*' 
third  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  house  of  Eli  Lewis  in  the  town  of  Lewisbury. 

Sect.  hi.  ^'^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  axithority  aforesaid^  ntthdX'.- 
That  those  parts  of  Warrington,  Reading,  Monahan  and  Hunting-  '''"■'■ 
don  townships,  included  within  said  county,  shall  be  a  district,  to  be 
called  the  fifth  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  M'Clellan,  on  the 
road  leading  from  York  to  Carlisle. 

Passed  lOlh  February,  1801. r— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  223. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXVIII. 

An  ACTfo  e?iable  the  Governor  of  this  Coynmomvealth  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  making  an  artificial  road  from  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia^ through  Germantorvn^  to  the  ten  mile  stone  on  Chesnut- 
hill^  and  from  thence  to  the  nexv  stone  bridge^  over  Perkiomen 
creek^  in  the  county  of  Montgomery. 

Sect.  1.  [COMMISSIONERS  for  receiving  subscriptions  for 
|;he  Germantown  turnpike  road.  Their  duty  in  rec'.nving  subscrip- 
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1801,    tions.  Payment  to  be  made  by  the  subscribers.  2.  Proceedings  to 
•— V-'  obtain  a  charter  of  incorporation.  Corporate  style  to  be  "  The  Pre- 
sident, Managers  and  Company  of  the  Germantown  andPerkiomen 
Turnpike  road,"  and  to  have    the  usual  corporate  privileges.  3. 
Proceedings  to  organize  the  corporation,  and  to  choose  corporate 
officers.  No  person  to  have  more  than  five  votes,  &c.  4.  Time  and 
place  of  company  meetings  prescribed.  5.  Certificates  of  stock  to  be 
issued,  and  to  be  transferable.  6.  Time  and  place  of  meetings  of  the 
president  and  managers  to  be  as  directed  by  the  by-laws.  Of  the 
quorum,  records,  and  powers  of  the  president  and  managers.  7. 
Proceedings  if  stockholders  do  not  pay  the  dividend  on  their  shares. 
8.  Courses  and  distance  of  the  road  prescribed,  and  also,  9.  The 
width,  level  and  structure  of  the  road.  Power  to  erect  bridges.  10. 
Proceedings  to  obtain  a  license  to  erect  turnpike  gates.  1 1 .  Rates 
of  toll  prescribed,  And,  penalty  on  false  representations  of  the  dis- 
tance travelled,  and  for  extorting  more  than  legal  tolls.  12.  Weight 
of  loads  to  be  carried  during  specified  periods  of  the  year,  in  car- 
riages whose  wheels  are  of  certain  width,  prescribed.  Penalty  for 
transgressing   and  power  to  alter  the  regulations  of  the  act  by  by- 
laws. Limited.  13.  Comparative  tolls  of  horses,  oxen  and  mules  fixed.] 
proceedings       Sect.  XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoTesaid^ 
^tk^tln'^  That  if  the  said  company  shall  neglect  to  keep  the  said  road  in  good 
order.         ^nd  perfect  order,  for  the  space  of  five  days,  and  information  there- 
of shall  be  given  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood, 
within  the  county  where  the  repair  ought  to  be  made,  such  justice 
shall  issue  a  precept  to  be  directed  to  any  constable,  commanding 
him  to  summon  three  disinterested  persons,  to  meet  at  a  certain 
time  in  the  said  precept  to  be  mentioned,  at  the  place  in  the  said 
road  which  shall  be  complained  of,  of  which  meeting  notice  shall 
be  given  to  the  keeper  of  the  gate  or  turnpike  nearest  thereto  with- 
in the  said  county,  and  the  said  justice  shall  at  such  time  and  place, 
on  the  oaths  or  afSrmations  of  the  said  persons,  inquire  whether  the 
gaid  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  in  such  good  and  perfect  order  and 
repair  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  an  inquisition  to  be  made  under 
the  hands  of  himself  and  a  majority  of  the  said  persons,  and  if  the 
said  road  shall  be  found  by  the  said  inquisition  to  be  out  of  order 
and  repair,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  the 
said  justice  shall  certify  and  send  one  copy  of  the  said  inquisition  to 
each  of  the  keepers  of  the  turnpikes  or  gates,  between  which  such 
defective  place  shall  be,  and  from  thenceforth  the  tolls  hereby  grant- 
ed to  be  collected  at  such  turnpikes  or  gates  shall  cease  to  be  de- 
manded, paid  or  collected,  until  the  said  defective  part  or  parts  of 
the  said  road  shall  be  put  in  good  and  perfect  order  and  repair  as 
aforesaid :  And  if  the  same   shall  not  be   so  put  into    good  and 
perfect  order  and  repair  before  the  next  General  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace,  to  be  held  for  the  county  in  which  the  defect  is 
proved  to  be,  the  aforesaid  Justices  shall  certify  and  send  a  copy  of 
the  inquisition  aforesaid  to  the  Justices  of  the  said  court,  and  the 
said  Justices  shall  thereupon  cause  process  to  issue,  and  bring  in  the 
body  or  bodies  of  the  person  or  persons  intrusted  by  the  company 
with  the  care  and  superintendance  of  such  part  of  the  said  road  as 
shall  be  so  found  detective,  and  shall  proceed  upon  such  inquisition 
in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  upon  indictments  found  by  th+: 
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grand  inquest  for  the  body  of  the  county  against  supervisors  of  the  1801. 
highways,  for  neglect  of  their  duty ;  and  if  the  person  or  persons  ^— v^-* 
intrusted  by  the  said  company  as  aforesaid  shall  be  convicted  of  the 
oifence  by  the  said  inquisition  charged,  the  said  court  shall  give  such 
judgment,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  neglect, 
as  according  to  right  and  justice,  would  be  proper  in  the  case  of 
supervisors  of  the  highways  neglecting  their  duties ;  and  the  fines 
and  penalties  so  to  be  imposed,  shall  be  recovered  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  fines  for  misdemeanors  are  usually  reco\'ered  in  the  said  court, 
and  shall  be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  of  the  town- 
ship wherein  the  offence  was  committed,  to  be  applied  to  repairing 
the  public  roads  within  such  township. 

Sect,  xv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Frauds  on 
That  if  any  person  or  persons   whomsoever,  owning,  riding  in,  or  how  punisu.- 
driving    any    sulkey,  chair,    chaise,    phseton,  cart,    waggon,  Avain,  ^  '     - 
sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carriage  of  burthen  or  pleasure,  or  owning, 
riding,  leading  or  driving  any  horse,  mare,  gelding,  hogs,  sheep 
or  other  cattle,    shall  therewith  pass  through  any  private  gates   or 
bars,  or  along  or  over  any  private  passage,  way  or  other  ground, 
near  to  or  adjoining  any  turnpike  or  gate  erected,  or  which  shall  be 
erected  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  with  an  intent  to  defraud  the  com- 
pany and  avoid  the  payment  of  the  toll  or  duty  for  passing  through 
any  such  gate  or  turnpike ;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  with 
such  intent,  take  off,  or  cause  to  be  taken  off,  any  horse,  mare,  or 
gelding,   or  other  cattle,  from  any  sulkey,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton, 
cart,  waggon,  wain,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carriage  of  burthen  or 
pleasure,  or  practise  any  other  fraudulent  means  or  device,  with  the 
intent  that  the  payment  of  any  such  toll  or  duty  may  be  evaded  or 
lessened,  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  in  all  or  every,  or  any  of 
the  ways  or  manners  aforesaid  offending,  shall  for  every  such  of- 
fence respectively,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  president,  managers  and 
company,  of  the  Germantown  and  Perkiomen  turnpike  road,  tho 
sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit, 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  like  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  as  debts  under  twenty  pounds  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered :  Provided  always^  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  be  prosecuted  under  this  section  of  the  act,  and  the 
said  prosecution  shall  not  be  sustained  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutors, 
then,  and  in  such  case  the  person  or  persons  prosecuted  as  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  from  the  company  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,   in  lieu  of 
damages  arising  from  delay  and  a  vexatious  prosecution,  recoverable 
as  other  fines  under  this  act. 

Sect.  16.  [Accounts  of  the  company  to  be  kept,  and  power  to 
extend  the  capital  of  the  company.  1 7.  Of  dividends,  how  to  be 
made  and  declared.  18.  An  abstract  of  the  accounts  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  Provision  for  increasing  the  tolls,  for  pur- 
chasing the  shares,  and  extinguishing  the  tolls.  19.  Index  posts  to 
he  erected.] 

Sect.  xx.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Milestone* 
That  the  said  company  shall  cause  mile-stones  to  be  placed  on  the  o^i'lhi'swl'' 
side  of  the  said  road  beginning  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  °*"^e  ^'^'f' 
Philadelphia^  and  extending  thence  to  the  termination  of  the  turn- 
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pike  aforesaid,  whereon  shall  be  marked  in  plain  legible  chafactei*s 
the  respective  number  of  miles  which  each  stone  is  distant  from  the 
boundsof  the  cityof  Philadelphia,  and  at  every  gate  or  turnpike  by 
them  to  be  fixed  on  the  said  road,  shall  cause  the  distance  from  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  distance  from  the  nearest  gates  or  turnpikes,  in  each 
direction,  to  be  marked  in  legible  characters  designating  the  num- 
ber of  miles  and  fractions  of  a  mile  on  the  said  gates  or  some  other 
conspicuous  place,  for  the  information  of  travellers  and  others  using 
the  said  road ;  and  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  destroy  the  said  posts, 
boards,  index-hands  or  mile-stones,  or  deface  the  same,  or  deface 
the  directions  made  on  the  said  gates  or  other  conspicuous  places  as 
aforesaid,  or  shall  without  permission  of  the  acting  superintendant 
of  the  said  road,  throw  out  upon  the  road  or  within  the  limits  of 
the  same,  and  suffer  to  remain  for  the  space  of  one  day,  any  mould, 
dirt,  shavings,  weeds  cir  rubbish  of  any  kind,  such  person  being  con- 
victed thereof  by  the  evidence  of  one  or  more  credible  and  disin- 
terested witnesses  befoi-e  any  disinterested  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  county,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  said  Justice  to  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs,  as  debts 
imder  five  pounds  are  by  law  recoverable  :  which  fine  when  recover- 
ed, shall  be  paid  by  the  said  Justice  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  com- 
pany, for  the  use  of  said  company. 

Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  waggoners  and  drivers  of  carriages  of  all  kinds,  whether 
of  burthen  or  pleasure,  using  the  said  road,  shall,  except  when  pass- 
ing by  a  carriage  of  slower  draught,  keep  their  horses  and  carriages 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  said  road,  in  the  passing  direction, 
leaving  the  other  side  of  the  road  free  and  clear  for  other  carriages 
to  pass  and  to  repass ;  and  if  any  driver  shall  offend  against  this 
provision,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  any 
person  who  shall  be  obstructed  in  his  passage  and  will  sue  for  the 
same,  to  be  recovered  with  costs,  before  any  justice,  in  the  same 
manner  as  debts  under  forty  shillings  are  by  law  recoverable. 

Sect.  22.  [Limitation  for  commencing  and  finishing  the  road, 
and  23.  Provision  for  the  Legislature  paying  the  expense,  and  ex- 
tinguishing the  toll.] 

Passed  I2ili  February,  1801 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  224,- 


CHAPTER  M:\ICLXIX. 

LAMe.  paffe  A  SUPPLE^MENT  to  an  act^  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
i83o.'j**'''  ifihabitants  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  within  a  certain  described 

part   thereof  to  regidate  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  zvzthiti  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentio7ied.^^ 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre^ 

scntatives  of  the  commonzvealth  of  Pennsylvayiia,  in  General  Assem- 

Reguiatitjn    bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  etiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 

strl^tsin     the  supervisors  of  the  roads  of  the  township  of  the  Northern-Li- 

LibwUes.^"  berties,    shall  regulate  or  cause  to  be  regulated,  all  the  streets,  lanes 

and  alleys,  within  that  part  of  the  said  tpwiiship,  described  in  and 


the  toot- 
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by  the  act  to  wKich  this  is  a  supplement,  conformably  to  the  regula-  1801. 
tion  which  is  or  may  be  established  by  said  act,  for  the  foot-ways  ^—"v*^ 
thereof;  and  shall  pave,  or  cause  to  be  paved,  passage-ways  of  at 
least  four  feet  in  breadth  across  the  same,  in  a  line  with  the  several 
foot-ways  paved  on  the  sides  thereof,  and  also  all  the  gutters  crossing 
the  same,  and  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  su- 
pervisors in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Penalty  fm 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any  person  shall  dnvin|°^ 
wilfully  ride,  lead  or  drive  any  horse,  or  shall  drive  any  cart,  wag-  carrf/ges  oft 
gon  or  other  carriage,  on,  or  over  any  of  the  paved  foot-ways  of  the 
aforesaid  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,    every  such  person  shall  for  each 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  two  dollars,  to  be 
sued  for,  and  recovered   before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  the  one 
moiety  or  half  part,  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  township,   for  the  use  of  the  poor  thereof,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Passed   12th   February,  1801. — Recorde(i  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  2.38, 


CHAPTER  MMCLXX. 

An  ACT  to  empower  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Health  to  dispose 
of  certain  property  on  State  Island^  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
totives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same.  That  Saieof  the 
the  Board  of  Health  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  au-  iyl^t^tlund. 
thorized  to  sell  the  Lazaretto  on   State    island,    and  the   ground  aUonofX"' 
therewith   reserved  and  therewith  occupied,  and  appropriate  the  p^oceads. 
proceeds  to  the  completion  of  the  new  one  now  erecting  on  Tinicum 
island. 

fiassed  14th  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIL  page  239. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXI. 

An  ACT  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  intru-  (Ante,  page 
sions  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Northumber-  2«) 
land  and  Luzerne  I!"*  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  April,    one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Proof  on  in- 
in  all  trials  on  indictments  for  taking  possession  of,  entering,  intrud-  forh"t.-uJ. 
ing,  or  settling  on  any  lands  founded  on  the  act  to  which  this  act  jn^wyto-''' 
is  supplementary,  proof  that  the  person  indicted,  entered  into,  in-  '"8- 
truded,  settled  on,  or  was  in  possession  of  the  said  land  before  the 
time  of   finding  the  said  indictment,  shall  be  sufficient  to  convict 
such  person  of  the  offence  charged  in  tihe  indictment,  unless  the  said 
Vol.  IU^  3  M 
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1801.  person  indicted  shall  prove  that  he  or  she  entered  upon,  took  pos- 
— V-- ^  session  of,  or  settled  on  such  land  before  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  said  act,  to  which  this  is  supplementary,  or  that  he  or  she  had 
at  the  time  of  his  or  her  entering  into,  taking  possession  of,  or  set- 
tling on  such  land,  a  good  and  honafde  title  to  such  land  derived 
from,  or  under  this  commonwealth,  or  the  proprietors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania before  the  revolution. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  mithoritif  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  a  second  offence  against 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary  on  an  indictment  for  taking 
possession  of,  entering,  intruding,  or  settling  on  any  lands  ;  such 
person  upon  such  second  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  suiA 
of  five  hundred  doUars,  one  half  to  tiie  use  of  the  county,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  shall  also  be  subject  to 
such  imprisonment  at  hard  labour  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  ex- 
ceeding two  years  as  the  court  before  whom  such  second  conviction 
is  had  in  their  discretion  shall  direct.  And  if  any  person  shall  be  con- 
victed as  aforesaid  more  than  twice,  the  court  before  y.hom  such  sub- 
sequent conviction  is  had,  may  in  their  discretion  adjudge  that  the 
person  so  convicted  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labour  for  any  term 
not  less  than  two  years,  nor  exceeding  seven  years,  and  pay  a  sum 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, one  half  to  the  use  of  the  county,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
use  of  the  informer. 

„   .  [Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bi/ the  anthoi-ity  aforesaid, 

toenqu°irein.  That  the  Govemor  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
to  offences.  pQ^^^gj-^^j  ^q  appoint  an  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  diligent 
inquiry  into  all  offences  committed,  or  to  be  committed  against  the 
act  to  which  this  is  supplementary,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
such  inquiry  the  said  agent,  and  all  persons  acting  under  his  autho- 
rity shall  have  power  to  enter  upon  any  lands  within  the  counties  of 
Northampton,  AVayne,  Northumberland,  Luzerne  and  Lycoming, 
and  to  do  any  acts  necessary  for  ascertaining  the  said  tract  of  land 
on  which  any  intruder  lives,  or  any  intrusion  has  been  made.  And 
the  said  agent  shall  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  from  time  to  time, 
send  to  the  Attornev- General,  or  his  deputy,  in  the  proper  county, 
a  written  account  of  the  names  of  all  offenders  discovered  by  him 
together  with  the  names  of  the  necessary  witnesses,  and  the  best  in- 
formation in  his  power,  on  all  matters  necessary  for  prosecuting  the 
offenders,  or  any  or  either  of  them.] 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  every  male  person  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  come  to  reside  in  this  com- 
within  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Northampton,  Luzerne, 
Northumberland  or  Lycoming,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the 
time  of  his  arrival  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  deliver  to  the  aforesaid 
agent,  or  to  the  Constable  of  the  township,  or  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  he  resides,  or  one  of  his  deputies,  a  written  declaration  of 
his  name  and  place  of  abode,  and  of  the  American  state  or  the  foreign 
country  in  which  he  last  resided,  and  also  whether  he  claims  any,  and 
if  any,  what  lauds  within  the  bounds  of  the  commonwealth  under  a  ti- 
tle derived  direcdy  or  indirectly,  from  or  thi'ough  the  colony  or  state  of 
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Connecticut,  or  the  Delaware  or  Susquehanna  conlpany,  and  every    1801. 
such  person  who  shall  not  have  delivered  such  declaration  within  the    •— v— ' 
time  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  forty  dollars,  one  half  Penalty  for 
to  the  use  of  the  county,  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  ""'  '''"^  ^°' 
to  be  recovered  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  together  with  legal 
costs.     And   every  officer  aforesaid  to  whom  any  such  declaration  Returns  of 
shall  be  delivered,  shall  return  the  same  to  the  next  Court  of  Quar-  Ho'"n'*w  be'" 
ter  Sessions  to  be  held  in  his  count}-,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hun-^q^rtgr.sg^. 
dred  dollars  for  every  default,  to  be  recovered  on  conviction  on  in-  *'°"^- 
dictment  in  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  or  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
to  be  held  in  the  proper  county,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer, 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  county,  and  the  several  Clerks  of 
the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  shall  carefully  preserve  among  their 
public  papers  to  be  filed  and  recorded,  all  declarations  delivered  to 
them  as  aforesaid. 

[Sect.  v.   And  be  it.  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty  r^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  resist  or  obstruct  the  aforesaid  agent,  or  any  thl^en"oi 
person  acting  under  his  authority,  or  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  *^'^  <^^i"i"««- 
every  person  so  offending,  and  every  person  who  shall  be  an  acces-  [Repealed.] 
sary  before  or  after  the  fact,  as  also  those  who  shall  conspii-e  to  re- 
sist or  obstruct  the  said  agent  or  any  person  acting  under  his  au- 
thority, or  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall,  on  conviction  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  shall  also  be  subject  to  imprisonment  at  hard  la- 
bour, for  any  period  not  more  than  seven  years,  as  the  court  in  their 
discretion  shall  direct.] 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  atithority  aforesaid,  Me^neT^ro. 
That  iri  all  actions  of  ejectment  hereafter  to  be  brought  in  this  com-  c'otemtln^ 
monwealth,  for  any  lands   to   which  any  title   or  claim  ujider  the  ^J*""'*"". 
colony  or  state  of  Connecticut,  or  under  the  Connecticut,  Susque- 
hanna or  Delaware  company,  is  pleaded  or  drawn  into  question,  the 
plaintiff  may  recover  by  way  of  damages  satisfaction  for  the  mesne 
profits  of  the  lands  recovered  in  any  ejectment  down  to  the  time  of 
the  entry  of  judgment  in  such  ejectment. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  cfo repaid,  sp^cioLihAii 
That  in  all  actions  of  trespass  vi  et  aniiis,  hereafter  to  be  brought  c"s«"^'" 
in  this  commonwealth,  wherein  any  title  or  claim  under  the  colony 
or  state  of  Connecticut,  or  under  the  Connecticut,  Susquehanna  or 
Delaware  company,  is  pleaded  or  drawn  into  question,  the  plaintiff 
upon  affidavit  to  be  made  by  himself  or  any  person  on  his  behalf, 
shall  be  entitled  to  hold  the  defendant  to  special  bail  for  such  sum 
as  shall  be  directed  by  any  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  court  in  which 
the  suit  is  brought. 

[Sect.  viii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Tenure  or 
That  the  agent  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  hold  o'thce^^d  his 
his  office  during  the  Governor's  pleasure,  and  shalj  prior  to  his  act-  tloil^"^""' 
ing  in  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  will  diligently 
and  faithfully  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  said  agent  shall     ^^^  *  *' 
receive  for  his  services  a  yearly  compensation  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly.] 

Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritu  aforesaid,  Pieadingsin 

fc/  */    .  »/     •/  '  actions  ufiut^' 

That  in  everv  such  action  commenced  as  aforeisaid.  the  defendant  tin?  act. 
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shall  at  the  first  term  put  in  his  plea  specifying  his  title  particularly, 
and  it  he  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do,  judgment  shall  be  ha^ 
against  him  as  by  default. 

[Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  said  agent,  or  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons acting  under  his  authority,  or  of  any  other  credible  person  or 
persons,  that  the  said  agent  or  any  person  acting  under  his  authority 
has  good  reason  to  apprehend  personal  danger  in  the  course  of  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  under  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Go- 
vernor, and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  order  out  a  sufficient  part  of 
the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  protection  of  all  persons 
acting  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  the  detachments  so  or- 
dered out  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  provided  in  other  cases.] 

Sect.  xi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  and  directed  to 
issue  his  proclamation  forbidding  all  future  intrusions,  and  enjoining 
and  requiring  all  persons  who  have  intruded  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary,  to  withdraw- 
peaceably  from  the  lands,  whex-eon  such  intrusions  have  been  made ; 
and  enjoining  and  requiring  all  officers  of  government,  and  all  good 
citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  to  prevent,  or  prosecute  by  all  legal 
means,  such  intrusions  and  intruders,  and  to  render  in  their  several 
capacities  the  most  prompt  and  effectual  aid  for  carrying  into  full 
execution  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  sup- 
plementary. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  several  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Wayne,  North- 
umberland, Lycoming,  and  Luzerne  i  and  they  are  hereby  respec- 
tively enjoinecl  a^d  required  to  read,  or  cause  to  be  read  in  open 
court  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary,  at 
Jeast  once  in  each  of  the  four  terms  next  after  receiving  it.] 

Sect.  xin.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  expenses  which  may  arise  under  this  act,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  unappropriated  monies,  which  may  be  in  the  state  treaT 
sury  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  Governor  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  16th  February,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  240, 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXU. 

An  ACT  vesting  a  moiety  of  orie  of  the  city  lots  therein  mentioned 
in  the  minister^  trustees^  elders  and  deacons  of  the  German  re-, 
formed  congregation,  iit  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  moiety  of  a  lot  in  Philadelphia  vested  in  the 
German  reformed  congregation,  for  a  burial  ground.] 

Passed  19th  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  pa^e  244. 
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CHAPTER  MMCLXXIII.  1801. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  and  direct  the  cojnmissioners  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia^  to  sell  and  convey  a  certain  piece  of  ground  therein 
described,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  meiitioned. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  iii  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  com- 
the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  are  phiYadeip'hia 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  convey,  all  that  part  of  the  public  t^^°i7and^ 
landing,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  Front-street,  and  between  No-  *;^to^/u|^ 
ble  and  Duke-streets,  in  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  in  He  landing  in 

I  ,  ..*^,  .,  ..  ,  the  North- 

such  manner  and  way,  as  a  majority  or  the  said  commissioners  and  em-Liber- 

at  least  three  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  county,  may  *^'^^' 
conceive  will  most  conduce  to  the  public  interest ;  and  to  appropri-  Appropria- 
ate  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  neat  pro-  proceeds!* 
ceeds  of  the  rents  of  the  public  landings  and  wharves  are  appropri- 
ated by  the  third  section  of  tlie  act,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  the 
public  landings  and  wharves,  in  the  township  of  the  Northern-Li- 
berties, in   the  county  of  Philadelphia,"  passed  the  fourth   day  of  iM^'chSp. 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six.  ^^^^■-' 

Passed  19lh  February,  1801. — Recoided  in  Law  Book  No.  YII.  page  245. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXIV. 

An  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Wikoff,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  [seevoi.2, 

and  others.  (note)  and 

the  act  of  1st 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature,  that  fcKa'ssTO]' 
Peter  Wikoff,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  and  others,  have  received 
patents  from  this  commonwealth,  for  certain  tracts  of  land,  in  pur- 
suance of  surveys  made  before  the  north  line  of  this  state  was  as- 
certained by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
the  said  lands  have  fallen  within  the  state  of  New- York  :  Therefore, 

Sect.     i.  Be   it  enacted   by  the  Senate  and  House    of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  cammonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Provision  to 
the  board  of  property  upon  application  for  that  purpose,  by  Jonathan  J,". sons'  ^ 
Bayard  Smith,  and  Peter  Wikoff,  and  others  also,  whose  lands  fell  ^0^/1^' 
within  the  State  of  New- York,  on  running  the  north  boundar}-  line  ^^^^^y.^o^tf 
between  this  state  and  the  said  state  of  New- York,  shall  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  payment  made  by  them  for  the  lands  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Receiver-General,  who  shall  thereupon 
deliver  a  certificate  or  certificates  of  such  sum,  with  interest  there- 
on from  the  time  of  the  payment,   to  the  said  Jonathan  JSayard 
Smith,  and  Peter  Wikoif,  and  others  as  aforesaid,  and  enter  a  credit 
in  his  book  for  the  same,  which  may  be  transferred  to  any  person, 
and  passed  as  credit,  either  in  taking  out  new  warrants  in  any  part 
of  the  state,  where  land  may  be  found,  or  in  payment  of  arrears  of 
former  gi-ants. 

Passed  19th  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  245. 
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1801.  CHAPTER  MMCLXXV. 

A71  ACT  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and 
making  a  canal  hetxveen  the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  and  to  authorize  the  clearing  of  obstructions  in  the  river 
Susquehanna,  dozun  to  the  Maryland  line,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

WHEREAS  the  General  Assembly  of  Maiylancl,  by  an  act 
passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a  ca- 
nal between  the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  bay,"  did  enact, 
that  it  should  be  lawful  to  open  books  for  receiving  and  entering 
subscriptions,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
shares  of  two  hundred  dollars  each  share,  for  the  cutting  said  canal 
and  perfecting  the  navigation  thereof,  under  the  management  of  cer- 
tain persons,  and  at  certain  places,  in  the  said  act  for  that  purpose 
nominated  and  appointed,  and  under  the  management  of  such  per- 
sons and  at  such  places,  in  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  as  should 
be  appointed  by  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  states  ;  and  by 
the  said  act  did  also  provide  and  declare,  that  the  same  should  be 
of  no  force  or  eff  ct,  until  a  law  should  be  passed  by  the  state  of 
Delaware,  authorizing  the  cutting  the  canal  aforesaid,  and  until  a 
law  should  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  declaring 
the  river  Susquehanna  to  be  a  highway,  and  authorizing  indivi- 
duals or  bodies  corporate,  to  remove  obstructions  therefrom,  at  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred :  And  -whereas,  it  will  greatly  promote  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  commonwealth,  to  give  to  the  inhabitants 
residing  on,  or  near  the  Susquehanna  and  the  waters  which  empty 
themselves  therein,  a  choice  of  markets  for  their  produce  and  an 
easy  communication  with,  and  a  cheap  conveyance  to  the  sea-porls 
of  Maryland,  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  cutting  and  per- 
fecting the  said  canal,  and  clearing  the  bed  of  the  Susquehanna,  will 
contribute  in  an  important  manner  to  so  desirable  an  end,  and  will 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  states,  and  is  just  and 
reasonable,  that  the  same  should  be  carried  into  effect  upon  the 
principles  of  reciprocal  advantage  to  the  said  states  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Subscription  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
fc^tween  ^^  it  shall  be  lawful  to  open  books  for  receiving  and  entering  subscrip- 
and  Defa-'^^   tious  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of 
ware  bays,    ^wo  hundred  dollars  each  share,  for  the  cutting  the  said  canal,  and 
perfecting  the  navigation  thereof,  under  the  management  of  Levi 
HoUingsworth,  John  Hunn,  James  C.  Fisher,  Benjamin  R.  Mor- 
gan, and  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  and 
William  Montgomery,  and  John  Haldiman,  at  the  borough  of  Lan- 
caster ;  and  Robert  Harris,  at  the  borough  of  Harrisburgh,  in  the 
county  of  Dauphin  ;  and  Jesse  Moore,  at  the  borough  of  Sunbury, 
and  town  of  Northumberland,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  ; 
dnd  Andrew  Henderson,  at  the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  in  the 
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county  of  Huntingdon ;  and  under  the  management  of  the  persons,  1801. 
and  at  the  places  appointed  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mary-  »— v— «* 
land,  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  mak- 
ing a  canal,  between  the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  bay," 
or  of  such  other  persons,  or  at  such  other  places,  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  any  future  act  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  of  such  per- 
sons and  at  such  places,  as  are  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  state  of  Delaware  ;  and  the  said  books  shall  be  opened 
on  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
and  shall  continue  open  till  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  and  on  the  first  day  of  May  thereafter, 
there  shall  be  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  at  the  town  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  of  which  meeting,  notice 
shall  be  given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  at  which  meeting  the  said 
managers  and  subscribers  shall  proceed,  and  have  the  same  power, 
and  shall  do  and  perform  all  matters  and  things  as  are  directed  by 
the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Mar)'land,  and  not  otherwise  ; 
which  said  act  shall  be  attached  to  and  printed  with  this  act :  Pro- 
ijidcd^  That  if  the  states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  shall  hereafter, 
by  acts  of  their  Legislatures,  limit  and  appoint  any  other,  and  less 
space  of  time  for  keeping  open  the  said  subscription  books,  an  ear- 
lier time  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  in  that  case,  such 
less  space  of  time  and  such  earlier  time  of  meeting,  shall  be  substi- 
tuted in  the  place  of  the  times  herein  before  mentioned. 

Sect.  ii.  And  he  it  fiiriher  enacted  hit  the  authority  aforesaid^  ineorpor*- 
That  in  case  one  half  of  the  said  capital,  or  a  greater  sum  i#l£ap<be  subscribers; 
subscribed  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  said  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  herein  referred  to  for  that  purpose,  the  said  subscri- 
bers and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  the  time  of  their  said  first 
meeting,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  incorporated, 
by  the  name  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and 
may  have  perpetual  succession,  and  sue  and  be  sued  as  sucli,  and 
shaJl  have,  possess  and  enjoy,  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  ; 
shall  choose  their  president  and  dii'ectors  ;  demand,  receive  and  en- 
force the  payment  of  tolls,  acd  make  dividends  thereof;  and  have 
all  other  powers  vested  in  the  said  corporation,  and  declared  to  ap- 
pertain to  the  same,  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  recited  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  if  the  said 
act  was  herein  set  forth,  fully  and  at  large,  and  enacted  in  the  same 
words  by  this  present  Legislature  ;  and  shall  derive  no  other  pow- 
ers under  this  act,  but  such  as  are  set  forth  In  the  said  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland,  or  necessarily  incident  to  a  corporation.  - 

Sect.  hi.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid,  Provision 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  an  agent  or  agents,  hereafter  to  J"",!]!,"!,",^ 
be  appointed  bv  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Delavarc,  to  have  free  ■'J'^*""!?  "> 
access  to  the  papers  m  the  Land-Omces  or  this  commonwealth  ;  of  i-ennsyi- 
and  under  the   superintendance  of  the  principals  of  said  offices,  to  copied  or  de- 
transcribe  and  copy,  or  procure  to  be  transcribed  and  copied,  under  ihe staterf 
the  care  and  direction  of  the  said  agent  or  agents,  in  one  or  more  i^eiaware, 
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1801.     well  bound  books  in  folio,  all  such  warrants,  surveys  or  re-surVeys, 
^— v—^    patents,  grants,  and  other  original  papers,  as  may  be  found  in  the 
Land-Office,  or  in  any  other  public   office  of  this  commonwealth, 
which  in  any  wise  relate  to,  or  make  the  title,  or  part  of  the  title  of 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,   within  the  state  of  Delaware, 
and  which  cannot  be  removed,  without  injuring  or  spoiling  the  re- 
cords, or  other  papers  in  the  said  office  or  offices  ;  and  also  to  re- 
move all  such  original  warrants,  surveys,  re-surveys,  patents,  grants, 
and  other  papers,  in  the  said  Land- Office  or  other  offices  of  this 
state,  which  in  any  wise  relate  to,  or  make  the  title  of  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  within  the  said  state  of  Delaware,  and 
which  can  be  removed  and  separated  from  the  records  and  papers, 
in  the  Land- Office  or  other  offices  of  this  state,  without  injury  to 
the  commonwealth,  or  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
Regulations       [Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriiij  aforesaid^ 
I'aws^as  w"^*"  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled    "  An  Act  for    establishing  a 
vessels  stop.  Health- Office,  for  securing  the  citv  and  port  of  Philadelphia  from 

i>intr  in  the  o  rf  1  i 

stale  of  Deiii- the  iutroductiou  of  pestilential  and  contagious  diseases,"  passed  the 
^^^^'  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 

Fsdnghealfh  as  subjccts  vcssels  with  their  cargoes,  and  passengers  with  their  bed- 
17th  March!  ding  ^"cl  clothiug,  stopping  and  discharging  at  any  port  or  ports, 
To'whxh  ^"  ^^^  United  States,  to  certain  restrictions  and  regulations,  previ- 
repeaisthe  qus  to  their  coming  into  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  the 
this'^section.  same  is  hereby  repealed,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  state  of  Delaware  : 
hi'diu^sec-*'  Provided  always^  That  the  vessels,  goods,  and  passengers,  with  their 
peTieT27S  bedding  and  clothing  aforesaid,  coming  from  any  port  in  the  state 
i802*fcha  °f  Delaware,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  restrictions, 
saie!;]      *  and  penalties,  as  they  are,  or  would  be,  if  they  had  not  stopped,  or 

be^B^ianded  at  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  States.] 
TheSusqne-       S'ECT.  V.  A}id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ciareda^'      That  the  rivcr  Susquehanna  down  to  the  Maryland  line,  shall  be, 
an^**an^^'er-  ^^*^  ^^^  sam.e  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway,  any  act  or 
sons  may  le- law  of  this   commonwealth,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and 
structions.     it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal  company,  or  any  other  body  corporate,  or  individuals,  to  re- 
move all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions  therefrom. 
Repeal ota        Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
soTar  af  it    That  so  much  of  "  An  Act,  to  enable  the  Governor  of  this  com- 
remova\*o\^^  mouwcalth,  to  appoint  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  best  route  for, 
obstructions  ^nd  mode  of  effecting  a  communication  between  the  waters  of  the 
quajianna.     Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays  ;  and  appropriating  a  sum  of  money 
for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  down  to  the 
Maryland  line,"   passed  the   eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  as  prevents  any  individual  or  com- 
pany, from  removing  obstructions  out  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  be- 
tween AVright's  ferry  and  the  Maryland  line,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hm^"^'       hereby  repealed.* 

Passed  15th  Fciiruary,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  246. 
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CHAPTER  MMCLXXVI.  1801. 

An  ACT  to  re-annex  part  of  Franklin  townships  in  the  county  of       ' 
Westmoreland^  to  the  fifth  electio7i  district  in  said  county. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^    and  it   is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  fifth 
all  that  part  of  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  trfciea- 
that  lies   south  of  the  new  Frankstown  road,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  •"8«^" 
re-annexed  to  the  fifth  election  diistrict,  in  said  county ;  and  the 
electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court-house,  in  the 
borough  of  Greensburg,  any  thing   in  any  former  law  or  laws,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  21st'  February,  1301.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  349. 


CH.IPTER  MMCLXXVII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  county  of  Warren^  and  parts  of  Crawford  and 
Venaiigo  counties^  into  separate  election  districts. 

Sect.  i.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
tnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  The  fim  _ 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  county  of  Warren  shall  trfc*'of    '* 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district ;  Yom^. 
and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Robert  Andrews,  in  said  county;  and  to  be  called 
the  first  district,  any  law  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

Sect,  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Part  of 
That  such  parts  of  Crawford  and  Venango  counties,  as  are  included  co"in^°^ect' 
within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  Becrinninc:  at  the  north-west  cor-  ed  into  an 

.  election  (ll<« 

ner  of  a  tract  of  land,  surveyed  in  the  name  of  Andrew  Cress  j  trkt, 
thence  north  along  the  line  of  district  No.  7,  to  the  most  southerly 
line  of  Wan'en  county ;  thence  east  along  the  line  of  said  county  of 
Warren,  to  the  Allegheny  river ;  thence  down  the  said  river,  to  the 
north-east  corner  of  a  survey,  in  the  name  of  Adam  Felt ;  thence 
west  a  direct  line,  to  the  place  of  beginning  ;  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district ;  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Joel  Greene,  in  said  district,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  21st  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  "^o.  VII.  page  250, 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Little  Juni- 
ata river,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon. 

WHEREAS  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  have  by  their  petition  to  the  Legislature  prayed  for 
Vol.  III.  3N 
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1801.    permission  to  erect  a  bridge  across  the  Little  Juniata,  about  forty  or 

U-y— ^   fifty  perches  above   George   Evy's   mill.     And  as  it  appears  to  the 

Legislature  that  a  bridge  at  the  place  aforesaid,  would  be  a  great 

conveniency  for  persons  travelling  from  the  upper  part  of  the  county 

of  Huntingdon  to  the  seat  of  justice  :  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  cojnmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Provision  for  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
bridge"over    it  shall  aiid  luay  be  lawful  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hunt- 
LittieJunia-  ingdon  to  erect   and  build  a  good  and  substantial  bridge  over  and 
across  the  Little  Juniata  river,  at  or  near  George  Evy's  mill,  in  the 
county  of  Huntingdon  :  Provided  always^  That  the  said  bridge  shall 
not  injure  or  impede  the  navigation  of  the  said  river. 
If  erected  OR      Sect.  II.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
tfie'lridge'    That  if  the  said  bridge  is  built  upon  any  road  or  highway,  laid  out 
and  repafreS*  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^'^^^  °^^  ^7  ^^  authority  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
»s  other        of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  and  the 
same  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  .Sessions  of  the 
Peace  and   Grand  Jury  of  the  said  county,  the  same  shall  be  kept 
up,  maintained,  and  repaired,  as  other  roads,  highways  and  bridges 
are  maintained,  kept  up,  and  repaired. 

Passed  21st  February,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  253. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXXI. 

CVoi-i,  pa.    An  ACT  for  extending  the  lijuits  of  the  borough  of  Bristol,  in  the 
,  '  comity  of  Bucks,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  1.  [BOUNDARIES  of  the  borough  of  Bristol  extend- 
ed. 2.  Power  of  the  corporation  to  regulate  streets  and  alleys,  and 
all  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  original  charter,  (and  see  vol. 
2,  page  343.)] 

Passed  23d  February,  1801.-^Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  254. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXXII. 

An  ACT  authorizing  the  Governor  to  appoint  commissioners  to  as- 
certain the  boundary  lines  between  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Lycoming  and  Luzerne, 

,'Obsoiete.)  Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
commission.  bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
^Inred^o""  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  three  com- 
run^theboun-  missioncrs,  for  the  purpose  of  running,  ascertaining  and  marking, 
thumber°and  ^^^^  ^^^^^  °^  Lycoming  couuty,  so  far  as  the  same  is  bounded  by  th<j 
and  i^uzerne.  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Luzerne ;  agreeably  to  the  act, 
entided  ^'  An  act  for  erecting  part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland 
(♦Ante.  pa.  and  Luzerne,  into  a  separate  county,"*  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of 
imt^^'     April,  one  thpusand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five.J 
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Sect.  w.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hj  the  auUior'itij  aforesaid.^    1801, 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  make  out   ' — v— ' 
duplicate  plots  of  the   said  division  lines,  so  as  aforesaid  by  them  pin^s'fo^e 
run  and   marked,  which  shall  be  certified  by  them,  or  any  two  of  jr,^^'=j^^^g 
them ;  and  shall  deposit  one  of  each,  with  the  Recorder  of  deeds  respective 

r  r-i-jiu      Counties. 

of  each  county,  so  bounded  by  the  lines  aforesaid,  m  order  that  the 
same  may  become  of  record. 

[Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  "°iTe*shau" 
That  the  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  be  paid. 
by  the  respective  county  Treasurers,  in  proportion  as  the  lines  so  (obsolete.^ 
run,  shall   bound  either  of  them ;  for  which  purpose  the  county 
conimissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  warrants  on  their  re- 
spective Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  said  commissioners  appointed 
as  aforesaid.] 

Passed  23d  February,  1801 Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  255, 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXXIII. 

A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  direct-  g%^g°|-2* 
ing   the  mode  of  distributing  the  donation  lands  promised  to  the  ^ji'jh"notes 
troops  of  this  commonxvealth^'*  *  thereto.) 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania, in  General  Assembly 
Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  Provision  for 
the  Comptroller- General  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-  cSants 
Office,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  persons,  whose  lots,  in  running  l^njfs""^^ 
the  boundary  line  of  this  state,  fell  into  the  state  of  New-York,  ^^^^'^'J^^^^j^'^ 
who  have  received  no  equivalent ;  and  also  a  list  of  the  number  of 
lots  reserved  in  lieu  thereof,  agreeably  to  an  act  passed  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one ;  to 
which  shall  be  added,  eight  lots  to  be  taken  from  the  undrawn  lots 
in  any  district  such  applicant  shall  choose,  not  already  appropriated, 
from  which  lots,  the  said  persons  shall  choose  other  lots  instead  of 
those  they  have  lost,  and  shall  have  priority  in  the  order  in  which 
they  apply :  Provided,  Such  application  is  made  within  three  years 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  personally  by  the  applicant  himself,  or 
his  widow  or  children,  or  by  his,  her  or  their  attorney  ;  and  if  any 
fraud  should  be  suspected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Land- Office,  or 
if  any  difference  should  arise  between  applicants,  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty shall  investigate  and  decide  as  in  other  cases  :  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  to  call  on  the  attorney 
so  applying,  to  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he  hath  no  inte- 
rest in  the  claim,  otherwise  than  to  serve  the  applicant. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ^fo^'<^-'"^^^^^^^^l'^^^°^l. 
That  the  Comptroller-General  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Land-  tioniaaJs. 
Office,  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  those  persons,  who  hare  here- 
tofore drawn  lots,  under  the  former  laws  directing  the  manner  of 
distributing  the  donation  land,  and  who  have  not  received  patents 
for  the  same,  together  with  the  number  of  the  survey  and  district 
which  hath  been  drawn  opposite  to  their  names ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
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1801.  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office,  on  applkation  as  afore-^' 
^— -V-— ^  said,  to  cause  patents  to  issue  for  the  lots  respectively  corresponding 
to  the  numbers  so  drawn;  which  patents  shall  be  provided  and 
printed  upon  parchment,  at  the  expense  of  the  state  ;  and  upon  any 
apprehension  of  fraud,  or  if  any  difference  should  arise  between  par- 
ties applying,  the  Board  of  Property  is  hereby  directed  to  decide 
as  in  other  cases. 

Modeofpro.      Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

th^BoIrd"  of  That  the  Board  of  Property,  be,  and  is  hereby  directed  to  proceed 
~    ^am^s'^for'"  ^^  ^^  applications  made,  or  to  be  made  by  persons  intended  to  be 

donation  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
directed  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
distribution  of  donation  lands  promised  to  the  troops  of  this  com- 
monwealth," passed  the  twenty -fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 

m?"^'''^*  hundred  and  eighty-five;*  and  when  the  lots  shall  have  been  drawn 
as  aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land- Office,  on  application  made 
within  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  shall  grant  patents  to  such  persons,  under  the  inspection  of 
the  Board  of  Property,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil was  directed  by  the  above  recited  act,  and  without  any  charge  of 
office  fees  :  Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
shall  be  construed  so  as  to  defeat  or  impair  any  right  to  donation 
lands,  acquired  by  persons  entitled  to  the  same,  who  have  not  yet 
received  any  equivalent,  and  who  have  applied  within  the  time,  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  several  acts  heretofore  passed,  for 
the  distribution  of  donation  lands. 

Passed  23d  February,    1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  256. 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXXIV, 

An  ACT  directing  the  place  of  holding  the  elections  in  Londonderry 
townships  hi  the  county  of  Bedford. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
Kaeefor      bly  7net,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sa7ne.  That 


Btdford 
county 


turns  in  Lou'  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  Londonderry 
wwnthi^,      township,  in  the  county  of  I5edford,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Andrew  Shearer,  within  said  township,  any 
former  law  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Passed  23d  Februarj',  l801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIL  page  257- 


CHAPTER  MMCLXXXVIL 

An  ACT  empowering  the  ininisters^  vestry -men  and  church-wardens  y 
of  the  Ger?nan  Lutheran  congregation^  in  and  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia^  to  convey  by  deed  of  gift  ^  the  church  and  glebe-land^ 
-with  the  appurtenances^  knoxwi  by  the  name  of  Barren-hill  churchy 
situate  in  the  tovmship  of  Whitemarsh^  in  the  county  of  Montgo- 
mery^ to  certain  persons  therein  named. 

Sect.   1.  [THE  corporation  of  the  German  Lutheran  congre- 
gation empowered  to  grant  and  convey  Barren-hill  church,  to  cer-. 
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tain  trustees,  as  joint  tenants,  in  trust  for  the  use  o£  the  German     1801. 
Lutheran  congregation  at  Barren-hill.]  ^-^■«— 

Passed  25th  February,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  260. 


CHAPTER  3IMCLXXXVIII. 

An  ACT  altering"  certain  election  districts  in  the  counties  of  Miffin, 

and  Centre, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^ajidit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  samcy  That  piace  for 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  Lack  town-  tk^smLlS 
ship  district,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  shall  hold  their  general  elec-  Mifflin  wun- 
tions,  at  the  merchant  mill  of  Dr.  Thomas  Laughlin,    in  the  town  '>'• 
of  Waterford,  in  said  district. 

Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  And  also  of 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of   Union  ^"p?"  ^"^ 
township  district,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin,  shall  hold  their  general 
elections,   at  the  house  now,  or  late  occupied  by  John  Reed,  in  the 
town  of  Bellville,  in  the  said  district. 

Sect.    hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The  second 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Pot-  trfe"oTc1in^ 
ter  and  Ferguson,  in  Centre  county,  shall  be  an  election  district,  to  ^r*  county, 
be  called  the  second  election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Benner,  in 
Potter's  township  aforesaid. 

Sect.    iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  town- 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,   the  townships  of  Pat-  to.\  ^d  w^! 
ton  and  Warriormark,  in   Centre  county,  shall  be   annexed   to  the  centre'roun- 
first  election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elec-  2i  the  fi«t^ 
tions,  with  the  electors  of  the  townships  of  Spring  and  Centre,  at  eiectiondis- 
the  place  where  the  courts  are  held,  in  the  town  of  Bellefont,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  25th  February,   18ul. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VII.  page  265. 


CHAPTER  MMCXCV. 

An  ACT  to  enlarge  two  election  districts,  and  to  change  the  place 
of  holding  elections  of  the  second  districty  in  the  county  of  Ly- 
coming* 

Sect.  i.    BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asse?n- 
bly  mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  first 
those  parts  of  Muncy  township,  on  the  west  of  a  line  to  begin  at  trf" o"l'V 
the  mouth  of  Workman's  run ;  thence  up  the  said  run  to  the  head  coming 
waters  thereof;  thence  a  due  north  course  to  the  county  line,  shall  lai^ed,* 
be  annexed  to  the  first  election  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof 
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i^^l\   shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  county  court-house,  at  Williams- 
'  '   port. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthority  aforesaid^ 
That   the  residue  of  the  electors  of  Muncy  township,  and  those 
townships  composing  the  second  election  district,   shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Mirril,  in  the  town 
of  Penusburgh,  in  Muncy  creek  township. 
The  Fourth        Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
trktentog.  That    those    parts    of  Bald-Eagle   township,  included  within  the 
«''•  bounds    of   said  county,  shall  be  annexed  to    the    fourth  election 

district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
house  lately  occupied  by  Hugh  Andrews,  in  the  town  of  Duns- 
burgh. 

Passed  26th  February,  1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VIII.  page  % 


CHAPTER  MMCXCVI. 

icifap.  834.)  An  ACT  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  "•  An  Act  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Markets  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  }nentioned,''  passed  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  aud  seventy  nine. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  ^  the  commomveulth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Repeal  of     fnet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,   That 
^latinrthe  t^e  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  markets  in  the 
Sal^rket.  ^^'^  °^   Philadelphia,    and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
passed   the   fifth  day  of  April,  one   thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  26th  February,    1801.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIIL  page  2. 


CHAPTER  iMMCXCVn. 

A   SUPPLEMENT   to    the  act,  entitled  ''An  Act  to  enable  the 
vAme.  page        Govemor  of  this  commonrvealth  to  incorporate  a  company  for  mak- 
ing- an  artificial  road  from  the  borough  of  Lancaster  to  the  river 
Susquehanna,  at  or  near  Wright's  ferry. ^"^ 

FOR  the  more  eifectual  preventing  evasions  of  the  salutary  Re- 
gulations intended  in,  and  by  the  act  incorporating  a  company  for 
rnaking  an  artificial  road,  from  the  borough  of  Lancaster  to  the 
river  Susquehanna,  at  or  near  Wright's  ferry. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
Penaityfor  ?^^  ^''^^'  ""^^^  ^*  hereby  efiacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
turn''ikr**  ?^  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  owning,  riding  in,  or  driv- 
Lanca«w  to  ^"^  ^^^  sulkev,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  cart,  waggon,  wain,  sleigh, 
Wright's  °  sled,  or  other  ci^'iiage  of  burthen  or  pleasure,  or  owning,  riding, 
^^'■'y-  leading  or  driving,  any  horse^  mare,  gelding,  hogs,  sheep  or  other 
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s== 

cattle,  shall  therewith  pass  through  any  private  gate  or  bar,  ors  along  18Q1. 
or  over,  any  private  passage-way,  or  other  ground  near  to  or  ad-  ^-«v— ^ 
joining  any  turnpike  or  gate,  which  shall  be  erected  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  with  an  intent  to  defraud  the 
company,  and  evade  the  payment  of  the  toll  or  duty  for  passing 
through  any  such  gate  or  turnpike,  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
with  such  intent  take  off,  or  cause  to  be  taken  off,  any  horse,  mare, 
gelding,  or  other  cattle,  from  any  sulkey,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  cart, 
waggon,  wain,  sleigh,  sled  or  other  carriage  of  burthen  or  pleasure, 
or  practise  any  other  fraudulent  means  or  device,  with  the  intent  that 
the  payment  of  any  such  toll  or  duty,  may  be  evaded  or  lessened, 
or  if  any  person  or  persons  having,  claiming  or  taking  the  benefit 
of  any  exemption  or  privilege  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  said 
recited  act,  or  any  clause,  matter  or  thing  herein  or  therein  con- 
tained, not  being  entitled  thereto,  or  committing  any  fraud  or  abuse 
thereof,  either  by  him,  her  or  themselves,  or  by  giving  any  license 
to  any  other  person  or  persons  not  entitled  to  such  privilege  or  ex- 
emption, whereby  or  by  means  whereof,  the  said  tolls  or  duties 
might  be  lessened  or  evaded,  or  with  any  such  intent,  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  in  all  and  every  or  any  of  the  ways  or  manners 
aforesaid  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  respectively,  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  president,  managers  and  company,  of  the  Lancaster  and 
Susquehanna  turnpike  road,  any  sum  not  less  than  four  nor  more 
than  fifteen  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of  suit 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  like  manner  and  subject  to  the 
same  rules  and  regulations,  as  debts  under  twenty  pounds  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bi/ the  authority  af or esaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  break,  deface,  or  pull  SK' 
up  any  mile-stone  which  shall  be  placed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  mne'itones, 
recited  act,  on  the  side  of  the  road  laid  out  in  pursuance  thereof,  j,"^tuiSl 
or  shall  obliterate  the  letters  or  figures  inscribed  thereon  or  therein,  ea'^*^^' 
or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  break,  pull  down,  destroy  or  in-- 
jure  any  post  to  be  erected  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  act  at 
the  intersection  of  any  road  falling  into,  and  leading  out  of  the  said 
turnpike  road,  or  the  board  or  index-hand  affixed  thereto,  in  con- 
formity to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  act,  or  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  obliterate  the  letters  or  figures  inscribed  or  fixed  there-r 
on,  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  destroy  or  obliterate,  or  in  any 
wise  injure  or  deface  the  letters,  figures  or  other  characters  marked 
at  any  turnpike  or  gate,  to  be  erected  in  pursuance  of  the  said  re- 
cited act,  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  or  the 
whole  or  any  part  or  parts  of  any  printed  list  of  the  rates  of  tolls  to 
be  affixed  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  act 
at  any  such  gate  or  turnpike,  he,  she  or  they,  so  offending  in  the 
premises,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  severally  and  respectively 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  president,  managers  and  company,  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may  be  drawn  we'ightft1> 
along  the  said  road  in  any  cart,  waggon,  or  other  carriage  of  bur-  edaV'wi^ 
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1801.  then,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  president,  mafia« 
gers  and  company,  to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights,  at  or 
near  such  and  so  many  of  the  gates  to  be  erected  In  pursuance  of 
the  said  recited  act  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  where  there  may 
seem  reasonable  cause  to  suspect  that  any  cart,  waggon,  or  other 
carriage  of  burthen,  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is  or  shall  be  by 
law  allowable,  for  their  toll-gatherers  or  other  persons  in  their  ser- 
vice or  employment,  to  prevent  the  same  from  passing  such  gate  or 
turnpike,  until  such  cart,  waggon  or  other  carriage  of  burthen,  shall 
be  drawn  into  the  scales,  fixed  or  erected  at  or  near  any  such  gate  or 
turnpike,  and  the  weight  or  burthen  drawn  therein  ascertained  by 
weighing,  and  if  the  person  or  persons  driving  or  having  care  or 
charge  of  any  such  cart,  waggon  or  other  carriage  of  burthen,  shall 
refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  any  such  scales  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
said  president,  managers  and  company,  any  sum  not  less  than  five 
nor  more  than  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  herein  be- 
fore mentioned. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  or  prosecuted  by  any  per- 
son or  persons,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  or  the  said 
recited  act,  in  relation  to  the  premises,  every  such  suit  or  action 
shall  be  commenced  within  six  months  next  after  the  fact  committed, 
and  not  afterwards,  and  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action 
or  suit  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  this  and  the  said  recited 
act,  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence,  and  that  the  same  was  done 
in  piirsuance  and  by  the  authority  of  this  and  the  said  recited  act. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  president  and  managers  of  the  said  turnpike  road,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  and  may  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  grant,  demise  and  to  farm-let  to  any  person  or  persons 
with  whom  they  can  agree,  the  tolls  and  duties  which  they  by  virtue 
of  the  act  incorporating  them,  or  by  any  supplementary  act  are  au- 
thorized to  demand  and  receive  for  passage  in,  upon  and  along  the 
said  road,  at  any  gate  or  turnpike  over  or  by  the  side  of  the  same 
road,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years,  under  such  rents  and  convenient  reservations  and  conditions, 
as  the  said  president,  and  managers  at  any  meeting  of  their  board 
shall  agree  upon,  which  grants  and  demises  shall  have  the  same  con- 
struction, force  and  effect,  as  other  the  like  grants  and  demises 
made  between  private  persons  have  and  receive  at  law. 

Passed  25th  February,  1801. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pag'eS. 
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CHAPTER  MMCXCIX. 


An  ACT  to  erect  the  townships  of  Salisbury  and  Sadsbury^  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster^  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 


4>TB 


iig  met^  and  it  is  hereby  eimcted  by  the  authority  of  the  smhe^  That  1801. 
the  township  of  Salisbury  and  Sadsbury,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  * — v— ^ 
are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  ^e^tfon^Ju* 
eighth  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  elec-  tHcto"Lan- 
tions  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Young,  on  the  turnpike  ty!  ^^  '^''""' 
road,  in  Salisbury  township,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Passed  2rth  February,  1801 —Recorded  in   Law  Book  No.  VIII,  page   7. 


CHAPTER  MMCC. 

An  ACT  declaring  the  rivers  Codorus  and  Conexmgo^  in  the  county 
of  Tork^  public  highxvays^  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
commonwealth  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  York  county,  liv- 
mg  on  and  near  the  rivers  Codorus  and  Conewago,  that  it  would 
be  of  public  utility  to  have  the  said  rivers  declared  public  highways : 
Therefore, 

Sect.    i.   Be  it  enacted  by   the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Pans  of  co- 
from  and  after  the   passing  of  this  act,  the  river  Codorus,  in  the  cXw"go 
county  of  York,  from  the  forks  thereof  to  the  river  Susquehanna;  highways, 
and  the  river  Conewago  in  the  same  county,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Bermudian  creek,  to  the  same  river  Susquehaima,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  declared  public  highways. 

Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  obstructions 
That  it  shall  and  may  be   lawful  for   the  inhabitants  desirous  of  rive'!  w 
using  the  navigation  and  improving  the  fisheries  in  the  snid  rivers,  '■«'"°^'=»'''^- 
to  remove  under  the  orders  and  direction  of  the  supervisors  herein 
after  named  and  appointed,  or  their  successors  in  office,  all  natural 
and  artificial  obstructions,  out  of  the  river  Codorus  below  the  forks 
thereof  ;  and  out  of  the  Conewago  below  the  mouth  of  Bermudian 
creek,  except  dams  for  mills  or  other  w^ater  works  ;  at  which  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  erect  such  slopes  and  locks  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  passing  of  boats  and  fish  through  the  same  :   Provided, 
Such  slopes  and  locks  be  so  constructed,  as  not  to  impair  or  injure 
the  works  of  said  dams. 

-    Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,vroy\^\onm 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  act,  shaU  be  deemed,  taken  or  un-  [freWous 
derstood  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  possessing  lands  on  either  |.i?.''rV.m 
side  of  said  rivers,  who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  had  authority  o"'<^erw"n' 
to  erect    a  dam  or  dams,   under  the  laws   of  this  commonwealth,  '""*^"'""" 
from  erecting  such  dam  or  dams :  Provided,  The  same  are  made 
tumbling  dams,  or  at  least  the  space   of  forty  feet  thereof  with  a 
slope  of  ten  feet  down  the  stream  of  said  river,  for  every  foot  che 
said  dam  or  dams  may  be  in  heighth  from  low  water  mark,  lo-  the 
waters  gradual  descent,  which  slope  or  platform  shall  be  made  tight 
and  paved  on  the  surface  with   s';one,  so  as  to  prevent  the  ware^- 
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1801.  from  sinking  through  the  same,  and  in  every  such  tumbling  dam, 
*'*nr*'  or  where  only  forty  feet  thereof  is  made  into  a  slope,  fifteen  eet 
part  thereof  shall  be  at  least  fifteen  inches  lower  than  any  other  part 
of  said  dam,  or  so  low  that  there  may  be  at  least  twelve  inches  depth 
of  water  constantly  running  through  and  over  the  same,  during  the 
months  of  February,  March,  April,  May  and  June  in  every  year, 
for  the  more  easy  passing  and  repassing  of  boats  and  fish  through 
the  same ;  and  if  said  dams  be  not  made  tumbling  dams  the  whole 
way  across  the  said  rivers,  but  only  for  the  space  of  forty  feet  as 
,  aforesaid,  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  rivers  herein  after  named 

and  appointed,  or  any  oneof  them  shall  direct  on  which  side  of  the 
rivers  the  slopes  shall  be  made,  as  also  at  what  part  the  surface  of 
the  dams  shall  be  made  lower  as  aforesaid,  in  order  that  the  ends 
hereby  intended  may  be  more  fully  answered. 
supewisors  Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
riisi  That  George  Hay,  Martin  "Wiser,  and  Baltzer  Kunkle,be,  and  they 

are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  supervisors  for  the  river  Codo- 
rus ;  and  John  Sharp,  William  Ross,  and  James  M'Millen,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  supervisors  of  the  river 
Conewago,  and  if  any  of  said  supervisors  should  remove,  refuse  to 
act,  or  shall  die,  then  the  judges  of  the  court  of  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  for  said  county  of  York,  are  hereby  empowered 
&nd  required  on  application  to  them  made,  to  nominate  and  appoint 
such  other  supervisor  or  supervisors,  to  supply  such  vacancy  or  va- 
cancies from  time  lo  time  as  occasion  may  require. 
Proceedings       Sect.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritii  aforesaid^ 
sons  trans-    That  On  complamt  of  any  person  or  persons  to  the  judges  of  the 
IroviswnV^  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  said  county,  that  any  dam  or  dams  here- 
of this  act.    jjftgj.  to  be  erected  is  or  are  not  constructed  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions and  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  judges  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  view  every  such  dam 
or  dams,  from  time  to  time,  and  to  compare  them  or  either  of  them 
with  the  limitations  and  provisions  ot  this  act,  and  report  to  the 
said  judges  at  their  next  sessions,  the  state  thereof;  which  report 
on  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  commissioners,  if  it  contain  a  state- 
ment of  facts  constituting  an  offence  against  this  act,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  court  to  direct  an  indictment  to  the  grand  jury, 
and  upon  prosecution  to  conviction  of  an  offence  against  this  act, 
the  party  or  parties  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one    hundred    and   fifty  dollars  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  the  said  court  shall  adjudge  so  much  of  said  dam  or 
dams  to  be  abated  and  altered,  at  the  expense  and  charges  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof  as  shall  bring  the  same  within  the  limita- 
tions and  provisions  of  this  act,  which  fines  shall  be  paid  to  the  su- 
pervisors for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  river  wherein  the  offence 
shall  be  committed,  who  are  hereby  empov/ered  to  apply  the  same 
for  clearing  and  improving  said  river, 
penaityfor        Sect.  VI.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
obstniciing    That  if  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
tionand^fish-  ing  of  this  act,  shall  erect,  build,  set  up,  repair  or  maintain,  or  shall 
rivers?'^"    be  aiding,   assisting,  or  abetting,  in  erecting,  building,  setting  up, 
repairing  or  maintaining  within  the  parts  of  said  rivers  hereby  de- 
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dared  public  highways,  any  wear,  rack,  basket,  fishirig  dam,  pound,  1801. 
dr  fix  or  fasten  any  net  or  nets^  or  brush  across  the  said  river  or  ^—nr^ 
rivers,  or  across  any  slopes  on  dams,  thereby  obstructing  the  navi- 
gation or  preventing  the  fish  from  going  up,  every  such  person  so 
oifending  being  legally  convicted  thereof,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  county,  (who  is  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  same)  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  less  than  four,  nor 
more  than  twenty  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  one  moiety  there- 
of to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the 
supervisors  of  the  river  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, to  be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  siuicesniay 
That  at  any  time  after  the  said  dams  shall  be  altered  as  aforesaid,  dai^s.  pro- 
and  made  agreeably  to  the  true   intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  it  a'e^e^^'^ 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  such  owner  of  a  dain,  if  he  or  t^f" j^Jn'"" 
they  find  it  necessary,  to  make  a  sluice  in  the  slope  or  opening  of  ^"''^er  a  pe- 
his  dam ;  Provided^  That  no  owner  or  occupier  of  such  dam  or 
dams,  shall  keep  the  sluice  shut  during  the  months  of  February, 
March,  April,  and  May,  in  any  year,  under  the  penalty  of  two  dol- 
lars -for  every  day  or  night  the  sluice  shall  remain  shut  in  the  months 
aforesaid,  which  said  fine  shall  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  within  said  county,  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the 
informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  supervisors  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.   viii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Penalty  to 

rm_        T  1     11      1  •  J  fishing  at 

Inat  II  any  person  or  persons,  shall  draw  or  cast  any  seme  or  net,  certain  sea. 
or  brush  net,  or  shall  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein,  within  the  de-  ^°"^* 
scribed  parts  of  said  rivers,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  to 
the  first  day  of  February  in  every  year,  every  such  person  so  offend- 
ing, being  legally  convicted  thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  six  dollars  for 
'every  such  offence,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  supervisors  as  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  as  afore- 
said. 

Passed  2rUi  February,  1801, — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  7. 


CHAPTER  MMCCII. 

An  ACT  erecting  two  election  districts  in  the  county  of  fiercer, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commo7iiuealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asseinbly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Theseventh 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Salem,  in  the  fri«'oTM?r'. 
county  of  Mercer,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  "r  county. 
election  district,  to  be  called  the  seventh  district,  and  the  electors 
thereof,  shall  hold  their  general  elections,  at  John  Williamson's  mill, 
in  said  township. 

Sect.   ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  The  eighth 
That  so  much  of  the  coimty  of  Mercer,  lying  west  of  the  donation  ''•"""• 
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1801.    land,  to  the  state  line,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a 
^-nr~'   separate  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof,  shall  hold  their 
general  elections,  at  the  dwelling  house  now  occupied  by  Benjamin 
Bently  in  said  district,  and  to  be  called  the  eighth  district. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 


Transfer  ot 


Elliot's  to 
Stokely's : 


tion  from  ^*^°  That  those  citizens  of  Mercer  county,  who  have  heretofore  held 
their  electiotis  at  the  house  of  John  Elliot,  and  which  may  not  be 
included  in  the  district  in  \vhich  the  citizens  are  authorized  to  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Benjamin  Bently,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  the  district  which  iield  their  elections, 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Benjamin  Stokeley :  and  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Beaver  county,  who  have  heretofore  held  their  elections 
at  the  house  of  John  Elliot,  shall  hereafter  be  annexed  to  the  dis- 
trict which  holds  their  elections  at  the  town  of  Beaver. 


and  Beaver 
town. 


Passed  27th  February,  1801..— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  14. 


ACTS 


OF  THE 


(General  9issemi)lp  of  ^enn^^lbauia. 


Passed  during'  the  twelfth  General  Assemb'y,  which  com- 
menced 1st  December,  1801,  and  ended  6th  of  April, 
1802. 


THOMAS  M'KEAN,  governor. 

SAMUEL  MACLAY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate  until  the  last  day  of  the  Ses- 
sion, when  John  Pearson  was  chosen  Speaker, 
upon  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Maclay- 

ISAAC  WEAVER,  Junr.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


1802. 


CHAPTER  MMCCV. 


An  ACT  altering  the  manner  of  electing  a  Treasurer  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  on  the  pa^  of  foi- 
cleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  ninety-  "'eriaw. 
nine,*  entitled  "  An  Act  to  supply  certain  defects  in  the  acts  incor-  L*  Ante,  pa, 
porating  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  sundry  towns  and  boroughs 
within  this  commonwealth,   and  to  explain  and  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  incorporating  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  for  other  purposes  ;"  as  provides  that  the  treastirer  of 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  appoint(?d  as 
Heretofore,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ '^renmrtv  to 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Treasurer  of  the  byj'olntvote. 
said  corporation  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  joint  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  said  city,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  pre- 
scribes for  the  appointment  of  the  State-Treasurer,  and  not  other- 
wise, any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  7th  January,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  IT". 
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1802.  CHAPTER  MMCCVI. 

An  ACT  for   the  establishment  of  a  college  at  Canonsburg"^  in  the 
county  of  Washi7igton,  in  the  commonzvealth  of  Pennsi/lvania. 

Sect.  1.  [A  COLLEGE  erected  at  Canonsburg,  and  trus- 
tees appointed.  2.  Trustees  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  in  Canonsburg,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,"  with  the  usual  corporate  privileges.  3.  Corporation 
to  meet  yearly.  4.  Style  of  the  masters,  prescribed,  and  powers 
of  the  faculty  defined,  and  to  grant  degrees  in  the  liberal  arts,  &c. 
AH  persons  of  every  religious  denomination  may  be  elected  trus- 
tees, &c.  5.  Number  of  clergymen  appointed  trustees,  to  be  kept 
up.  Gifts,  devises,  &c.  to  be  construed  favourably.  Constitution 
not  to  be  altered,  but  by  act  of  the  Legislature.  6.  Corporate  seal 
and  powers,  and  quorum  to  do  business,  to  be  at  least  eleven  trus- 
tees. 7.  The  property  of  Canonsburg  academy  vested  in  the  trus- 
tees of  the  college.  8.  Manner  of  qualifying  the  trustees,  to  be,  as 
directed  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  state,  and 
act  of  Congress  of  1st  June,  1789,  &c.] 

Passed  15th  January,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  19.    fuj 

fuj    By  the   act  granting  a  sum  of  time  greater  than  two,  nor  to  be  con- 
money  to   the  trustees  of  the  academy  tinued  longer  than  two  years-     This  act 
at  Canonsburg,   which  is   hereby  dis-  was  passed  13th  March,  1800,   (chap, 
solved,  a  number  of  poor  children  were  2122.) 
to  be  admitted  into  the  academy,  at  no 


CHAPTER  MIMCCVIL 

An  ACT  to  erect  Penn  township  in  the  county  of  Northampton^  into 
a  new  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
New  election  ^^^  ««</ z^  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
district        tiig  township  of  Penn,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  shall  be  a  se- 
.Northamp.    paratc  election  district,  to  be  called  Penn  district ;  and  the  electors 
on  county.    j.j^gj.gj^£  gj^^jj  \\o\d  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  George  Simon  Wehr,  in  said  township. 

Passed  15th  January,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VIII.  page  18. 


CHAPTER  MMCCVIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  a  new  election  district  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
An  election    met,  and  it  IS  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
biKfn"'  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Southamp- 
wS^ry."      ton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  shall  be  an  election  district ;  and 


4.79 

the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house     1802. 
now  occupied  by  Andrew  Emrick,  in  said  township  of  Southampton.    ^  v"-- 
Passed  15th  January,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  19. 


CHAPTER  MMCCIX. 

Aji  act  to  erect  Half-moon  and  Patton  toivnships^  in  the  county 
of  Centre^  into  a  new  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoiise  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
My  viet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^ThdA.  a  neweiec- 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  townships  of  Half-moon  erected  in 
and  Patton,  in  the  county  of  Centre,  shall  be  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Abraham  Elder,  in  Half-moon  town- 
ship. 

Passed  19th  January,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  24. 


Centre  coun- 
ty. 


CHAPTER  MMCCX. 

An  ACT  for  erecting   two  election  districts  in  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
tnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
the  townships  of  Limerick,  Skippack  and  Perkiomen,  and  that  part  election  dls- 
of  Providence  township,  which  lies  west  of  Skippack  and  Perkio-  Mished"^ 
men  creeks,  shall  be   a  separate  election  district,  to  be  called  the  ^omn^^^ 
seventh   district;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Dewees,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Providence  aforesaid. 

Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ti^^  dghtb 
That  the  townships  of  Upper-Hanover,  Marlborough,  Upper- Sal- tr^^^'^'^y^- 
ford  and  Franconia,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  separate  elec-  Wished, 
tion  district,  to  be  called  the  eighth  district ;  and  the  electors  there- 
of shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
John   Scheid,  in  Summeny  town,  in  Marlborough  township  afore- 
said. 

Passed   19th  Januai-y,    1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIIJ.  page  26. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXI. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  the  toxvn  [Ante. pa. 
of  Sunbury,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  into  a  borough.''^     igasi'*'*' 

Sect.   1.  [AN  additional  privilege  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
fi|f  the  borough  of  Sunbury  to  hold  fairs.] 

Passed  22d  January,   1802. — Recorded  ^  Law  Book  No.  VIIL  page  26. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCXn. 


fAn^c.  pa. 
262,  chap, 
1859.J 


Alteration  in 
the  line  be- 
tween the 
cour.ties  ot' 
Washington 
dnd  Greene. 


So  much  of 


A  SUPPLEMENT  to   the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  erect  part  of 
Washington  counti/,  into  a  separate  county." 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  conwionwealth .  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Asseni- 
hlij  Viet.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  following  alteration  shall 
take  place  in  the  line  between  the  counties  of  AVashington  and 
Greene,  viz.  beginning  at  the  present  line,  on  the  ridge  that  divides 
the  waters  of  Ten-mile  and  Whelen  creeks,  near  Jacob  Bobbett's ; 
thence  a  straight  line  to  the  head  waters  of  Hunter's  fork  of  Whe- 
len creek ;  and  thence  down  the  same,  to  the  mouth  thereof,  where 
it  meets  the  present  county  line. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
the  county  of  rpj^j^^  fj-Qj^  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  so  much  of  the  county 
re-united  to  of  Grccnc,  which  by  this  act  is  re-united  to  the  county  of  Washing- 
county"^to"  ton,  as  lies  west  of  the  road,  called  Ryerson's  road,  is  hereby  an- 
sHpsl^nex-  ncxed  to  Findley  township;  and  shnll,  hereafter,'  be  a  part  of  the 
^^  district  called  Stevenson's   eleciion  district ;  and  that  part  thereof, 

which  lies  east  of  said  road,  is  hereby  annexed  to  jVIorris  township, 
and  shall  hereafter   be  a  part  of  the  Washington  election  district, 
any  thing  in  any  former  law,  to  the  contrary,  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 
Commission-       Sect.  III.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ers^tobe^ap-  ^j^^t  the   Govemor  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  appoint 
run  the  new   fy^o   commissiouers,  to  run  and  mark  the  aforesaid  line,  according 
liiie?     ^      to  the  directions  of  this  act,  who  shall  make  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings, under  hand  and  seal,  to  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  said  coun- 
ties of  Washington  and  Greene,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  who   shall  file  the  same  in  their  respective  offices ;  and  the 
expense  of  running,  and  marking  the  said  alterations,  in  the  afore- 
said line,  shall  be  paid,  one  half  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  and  the  other  half  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  county 
of  Greene. 

Passed  22d  January,   1802 — Recorded   in   Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pag^e  24. 


(^ee  chap- 
1083   vol.  i, 
pa.  102,  and 
the  notes 
thereto,] 


CHAPTER  MMCCXin. 

An  ACT  limiting  the  operation  of  caveats   entered  in  the  Land- 
OMce  of  this  commonxvealth^  against  the  issuing  of  patents. 

WHEREAS  the  provision  heretofore  made  by  law,  for  allow- 
ing caveats  to  be  entered  in  the  Land- Office  of  this  commonwealth, 
against  the  issuing  of  patents,  has  in  many  instances  produced  great 
inconvenience  and  embarrassment,  to  warrantees  and  purchasers,  as 
well  as  delay  in  completing  titles  to  lands,  by  suffering  the  said  ca- 
veats to  remain  as  a  bar,  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  without 
any  process  had  thereon  :   'I'herefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House   of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvaniay  in  General  Assent- 
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bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That    1802. 
no  caveat  or  note  on  survey,  now  on  record,  or  otherwise,  either  in    *— v-— ^ 
the  office  of  the  Secretary,  or  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Surveyor- General  t^tJ^S 
of  the   Land-Office,  for  this   commonwealth,  shall  continue  to  bar  °*^^f^'„«^^^ 
the  issuing  of  a  patent  or  patents,  to  those,  or  their  legal  represen-  cord, 
tatives,  against  whom  the  same  has  been  entered,  during  a  longer 
term  than  two  years,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act ;   unless 
the  person  or  persons,  who  has  or  have  entered  such  caveat  or  note, 
or  his,  her  or  their  legal  representative  or  representatives,  or  others, 
holding  or  claiming  the  estate,  shall  within  the  said  term  of  two 
years,  take  out  a  citation  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

Sect.  ii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  bit  the  authority  aforesaid^  um\tAtion.at 

r¥n  •   •  •        1  ^  i"  ^„<-    the  operation 

i-hat  no  caveat,  note  on  survey,  or  wntmg  ni  the  nature  ol  a  caveat,  of  caeats 
hereafter  to  be  entered  in  either  of  the  offices  of  the  Land-Office  of  {jf^^^f^f^** 
this  commomvealth,  shall  continue  to  bar  the  issuing  of  a  patent,  to 
the  person  or  persons,  or  his,  her  or  their  legal  repi-esentative  or 
representatives,  against  whom  such  caveat  may  be  entered,  during 
a  longer  period  than  two  j^ears  from  the  entry  of  such  caveat,  in  the 
Land-Office  aforesaid  ;  unless  the  party  or  parties,  interested  in  the 
land,  or  his,  her  or  their  agent  or  agents,  assignee  or  assignees, 
shall,  within  the  term  aforesaid,  take  out  a  citation  thereon,  in  or- 
der to  bring  such  dispute  to  a  decision,  and  prosecute  the  same  to 
effect.  . 

[Sect.   hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  An  abstract 
That  it   shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-  Of][ice,  to  he  published, 
publish   an  abstract  of  this  act,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  news-  '^'^' 
papers  of  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  liarrisburgh  and  Pittsburgh,  for  [obsolete.] 
the  period  of  six  weeks,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act.] 
Passed  22d  J.^nuary,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VUI.  page  25. 


CHAPTER   MMCCXIV. 

An  ACT  to  repeal  part  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  (Voi.  i,  pag« 
destruction  of  rock-fsh  and  oysters^"* 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Part  of  a  for. 
so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  ^ied7  *' 
rock-fish  and  oysters,"  passed  the  ninth  day  of  March,  in  the  yeai* 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one ;  as  re- 
lates to  the  offering  for  sale  any  rock-fish  under  a  certain  described 
size  therein  mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Passed  26th  January,  1802,— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIIL  page  28. 

CHAPTER  INIMCCXVL 

An  ACT  to  alter  and^ynend  the  health-laxvs  of  this  state,  so  fur  as  [Ante.pa. 
respects  vessels,  goods  and  passengers,  coming  from  any  port  or*^*'^ 
place  in  the  state  of  Delazuare. 

WHEREAS,  the  proviso  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this   commonv/ealth,  passed  the 
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1802.  nineteenth  day  of  Februan'',  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand' 
u."v^-^  eight  liundred  and  one,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a  canal  between  the  river 
Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  to  authorize  the  clearing 
of  obstructions  in  the  river  Susquehanna,  down  to  the  Maryland 
line,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  has  been  deemed 
by  some  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  susceptible  of  a 
construction  injurious  to  their  interests,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  commonwealth  to  remove  every  reasonable 
cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  a  sister  state ; 
Therefore, 

Sect.    i.    Be  it  enacted  by   the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  co7nmonrvealtli  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assem- 
psrtot  for-    hly  met^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
pe^a'iidTn^  the  proviso  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
1 'ithsatto   ^^^  ^^  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making 
vesseisstop-  ^  caual,  betwccn  the  river  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and 
Ttate  of  De-  to  autliorize  the  clearing  of  obstructions  in  the  river  Susquehanna, 
laware.         jown  to  the   Maryland  line,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned :"  and  every  matter  and  thing,  therein  contained,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed :  And  that  in  future,  such  vessels  and  crews, 
goods  and  passengers,  with  their  beds,  bedding  and  apparel,  as  shall 
appear  by  the  certificate  of  the  Board  of  Health,  or  Health-Officer, 
or  (where  there  is  no  Board  of  Health,  or  Health- Officer,)  by  that 
of  any  regular  physician,  and  three  Justices  of  the  Peace,  at  any 
port  or  district  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  (reciting  the  quantity  and 
quality,  and  if  any,  the  marks  and  numbers  of  such  goods,  beds, 
bedding  and  apparel,  and  the  names  of  the  crew  and  passengers,). 
to   have  been  landed  at  least  fifteen  days,  within  the  said  state  or 
district,  and  the  said  crew  and  passengers  to  be  in  a  healthy  state ; 
and   the   said  goods,  beds,  bedding  and  apparel,  to  be  well  aired, 
and  purified,  and  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  to  be 
free   from  contagion  and  infection ;  shall  upon  due  examination  of 
such  certificate,  by  the  resident  physician  or  other  proper  officer,  at 
the  Lazaretto  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  be  permitted  to  proceed 
to  Philadelphia,  or  the  port  or  place  of  their  destination,  in  the, 
same  manner  as   if  the  said  landing,  airing   and  purification,  had 
taken  place,  at  the  said  Lazaretto  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
before  contained,  shall  prevent  the  proper  officers  at  the  Lazaretto 
aforesaid,  in  cases  where  after  any  bill  of  health  as  aforesaid,  has 
been  granted,  at  any  port  or  place,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  any  in- 
fectious or  contagious  disease,  shall  exist  or  be  suspected  to  exist, 
on  board  any  such  vessel,  from  directing  such  further  quarantine  or 
detention,  cleansing,  airing  and  purification,  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  said  officers  and  Board  of  Health,  shall  be  requisite  and  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, from  pestilential  and  contagious  diseases, 

Passtd  2rth  January,  1802 — Recorded  in  L,aw  Book  No.  VIII.  page 28, 
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CHAPTER  MMCCXX.  18G2. 

An  ACT  to  direct  the  manner,  time  ajid places  of  holding  elections 
for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 

WHEREAS,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  directs, 
That  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  president  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  States,  "Each  state  shall  appoint  in  such  manner,  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  equal  to 
the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the 
state  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congress  :"  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the    Senate  and    House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Places 
an  election  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,   and  the  several  tInfJwhen 
counties  of  this  commonwealth,  by  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote  for  PresVdent 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  same  places  at  which  the  p"e,,ident  of 
said  members  shall  have  been  voted  for  at  the  last  preceding  election,  s-at^J^to^he 
on  the  fifth  Friday  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  hcW  and  by 
which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
on  the  fifth  Friday  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  in 
every  fourth  year  thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  electors  of 
a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States ;    of  whicli 
elections  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  respective 
counties,  and  the  several  Judges,  Inspectors  and  Clerks,  who  shall 
have  attended  at  the  last  election  for  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, shall  attend  and  perform,  at  the  said  election  of  electors, 
the  like  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties  for  neglect  or 
misconduct,  as  they  are  or  shall  be  liable  to,  at  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  who  may 
That  at   every  such  election,  every  citizen  qualified  as  aforesaid,  nmnnTr  of 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  delivering  to  the  proper  officer,   a  writ-  ^"""s- 
ten  or  printed  ticket  or  ballot,  containing  the  names  of  a  number  of 
persons,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives, 
to  which  this  state  maybe  entitled  in  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  same  proceeding  shall  be  had  with  the  said  tickets,  as  is  or  how  retuffts 
shall  be  by  law  directed,  at  the  election  of  members  of  the  General  ophee'ec- 

J  '  tioti  are  to 

Assembly,  and  as  soon  as  all  the  votes  shall  have  been  read  oflf  and  be  made, 
counted,  the  judges  of  each  district  shall  make  out  a  certificate  sign- 
ed by  the  said  judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  of  the  number  of 
votes  which  have  been  given  for  each  candidate,  which  numbers 
shall  be  expressed  in  words  at  length,  and  one  of  the  said  Judges 
shall  take  charge  of  said  certificate,  and  on  the  Monday  next  after 
said  election  shall  have  been  holden,  produce  the  same  in  a  meeting 
of  one  Judge  from  each  district  within  the  said  county,  at  the  court- 
house, and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  at  the  state- 
house,  for  which  service  each  Judge  shall  be  allowed  ten  cents  for 
every  mile  he  shall  have  travelled  in  performing  the  same,  and  the 
Judges  of  the  several  districts  of  the  said  county,  so  met,  shall  add 
together  the  number  of  votes  which  shall  appear  to  have  been  given 
for  each  candidate,  and  make  out  triplicate  returns  on  paper  or  parch- 
mentj  signed  by  the  said  Judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  containing^ 
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1802.  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  given 
•—v— '  for  each  expressed  in  words  at  length  ;  two  of  which  returns  shall 
be  delivered  forthwith,  by  one  of  the  said  Judges,  to  the  protho- 
notaryof  the  proper  county,  who  shall  file  one  of  them  in  his  office, 
and  within  two  days  after  he  shall  have  received  the  said  returns, 
deposit  one  of  them  in  the  nearest  post-office,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  there  filed ; 
and  the  third  return  shall  be  forthwith  delivered  by  one  of  the  Judges, 
to  the  Sheriff  of  the  proper  county,  endorsing  thereon,  the  time  of 
delivering  the  same,  who  shall  by  himself  or  his  deputy  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Governor  within  fourteen  days  after  the  election  shall 
compensa-  havc  been  holden ;  and  the  said  Prothonotary  and  Sheriff  shall  re- 
thonotar5°  ccive  for  transmitting,  depositing  and  delivering,  the  said  returns 
and  Sheriff  ^^  ^^  post-officc  and  the  Governor  as  aforesaid,  the  same  compen- 
sation as  is  allowed  for  similar  services,  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  regulate  the  general  elections  within  this  commonwealth," 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  ;  and  the  Prothonotaries  and  Sheriffs  respectively, 
shall  be  subject  to  like  penalties  forneglector  misconduct,  as  are  pre- 
scribed in  similar  cases,  by  the  said  recited  act,  and  the  Governor 
shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each 
and  every  person  so  as  aforesaid  voted  for,  and  shall  thereupon  de- 
clare b^  proclamation,  the  names  of  the  persons  duly  elected  and 
chosen,  and  shall  cause  a  notification  of  their  election  to  be  delivered 
to  the  person  so  chosen,  on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  iu  the 
month  of  [X'ovember  next  after  such  election. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  electors  who  shall  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  day,  which  is  or  may  be  directed  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  meet  at  the  seat  of  go^'ernment  of  this  state, 
and  shall  then  and  there  perform  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.    iv.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid 

tice^.t  their  That  cach  of  the  said  electors  shall,  before  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock, 

sekVof  gov-  A.  M.  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  day  of  election  of  Pi-esident 

the  GovVni.  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  give  notice  to  the  Govern- 

"""'  or,  that  he  is  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  ready  to  perform  th© 

duties  of  an  elector,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  on 

the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  said  electors,  between  the  hours  oi 

nine  and  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  to  inform  the  legislature  (if  in  session) 

who  of  the  electors  are  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  if  by  that  in- 

The  absence  formation  it  shall  appear  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  electors  be  ab- 

more^oTthe    Sent  from  the  seat  of  government,  the  I^egislature  shall   forthwith 

how  to^be     proceed  to  choose  by  a  joint  vote,  a  person  or  persons  to  fill  up  such 

remedied,     vacancies  as   may  have  occurred  by  the  non-attendance   of  one  oi* 

more  of  the  electors,  and  immediately  after  such  choice   shall  have 

been  made  by  the  Legislature,  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 

persons  so  chosen,  shall  be  transmitted  to  th-  Governor,  whose  duty 

it  shall  be  forthwith  to  cause  a  notification  of  his  or  their  election  to 

be  delivered  in  writing  to  each  and  every  of  the  electors  last  chosen 

as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  person  or  persons  so  nodfied,  and  not  the 

l^rson  or  persons  in  whose  places  he  or  they  shall  be  chosen  as  afore- 
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said,  shall  be  electors,  and  shall  meet  on  the  same  day,  together     1802. 
with  the'other  electors,  and  perform  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  by    *— w— ' 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  v.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid^  Elections 
That  in  case  of  any  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-JPresident  of  other^'th"™ 
the  United  States,  at  any  other  periods  than  those  herein  before  '^/^S'to 
specified,  the  same  shall  in  all  respects  be  held,  conducted  and  con-  P„'=,^f^;'„t'* 
eluded,  as  is  provided  by  this  act,  in  the  case  of  an  election  held  at  ner. 
the  ordinary  period  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  for  holding  the  same. 

Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^^^v^^^^ 
That  each  of  the  said  electors  shall  receive  three  dollars  daily  wages,  electors. 
when  travelling  to,  remaining  at,  and  returning  from  the  place  oi 
meeting  aforesaid,  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  on 
a  warrant  or  warrants  signed  by  the  president  of  the  meeting  of  tlie 
said  electors,  if  any  they  shall  choose,  or  by  a  majority  of  such  elec- 
tors, exclusive  of  persons  in  whose  favour  the  warrant  is  drawn.  * 

Passed  2d  February,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law   Book  No.  VIII.  page  33. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXI. 

An  ACT  declaring  the  holding  of  offces  or  appointment.'}  under  this 
State,  incQ7npatible  iviih  the  holding  or  exercising  o^ces  or  ap- 
pointments under  the  United  States. 

WHEREAS,  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  provides  that  no  person  holding 
or  exercising  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States, 
shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise  any  office  in  this  state,  which 
the  Legislature  thereof  shall  declare  incompatible  widi  offices  or 
appointments  under  the  United  States  :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represe^i- 
tatives  of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  persons 
every  person  who  shall  hold  any  office  or  appointment  of  profit  or  ^^'^^"^f*"^^ 
trust,  under  the  E;overnment  of  the  United  States,  whether  a  com-  fit  or  trust 

•  1      r>-  1  •  IT  IT-  1-       •      unuer  the 

missioned  officer  or  otherwise,  a  subordinate  officer  or  agent,  who  is  government 
or  shall  be   employed  under  the  legislative,  executive  or  judiciary  statis  dii 
departments  of  the  United  States,  and  also  every  member  of  Con-  ?o.ii"^dtng 
gress,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  incapable  of  holding  or  exercising,  ^^5"^",°*' 
at  the  same  time,  the  office  or  appointment  ox  Justice  ol  the  Peace,  this  com. 
Mayor,  Recorder,  Burgess   or  Alderman  of    any   city,  corporate 
town  or  borough,  Resident-Physician  of  the  Lazaretto,  Constable, 
Judge,  Inspector  or  Clerk  of  election,  under  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ThchoMing 
That  the  holding  of  any  of  the   aforesaid  offices  or  appointments  ficesmider' 
under  this  state,  is  hcreb}-  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  any  office  deda'eTto 
or  appointmenc  under  tlie  United  States ;  and  every  such  commis-  '',3t'i},^°^yij^ 
sion,  office  or  appointment,  so  holJen  und;r  the  g-overnment  of  this  ?"y°ffiF^» 
state,  contrary  to  tlie  true  intent  and  meaaing  of  this  act,  shall  be,  theUnUed 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 


tible 
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1802.  Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

' — « — '    That   if  any  person,  after  ihe  expiration  of  six  months  from  the 

rxerollJ"'^    passing  of  this  act,   shall  exercise  any  offices  or  appointments,  the 

any  office  or  excrcisc  of  which  is  by  this  act  declared  to  be  incompatible,  every 

by  this  act    person  so  offendine:,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  beinp;  thereof  legally 

declaredto      ^  .  ,    ,  '^'  r  j      r      r  -^  1  '  5^1 

be  incompa-  convicted  ui  any  court  oi  record,  lorteit  and  pay  any  sum  not  less 
than  fifty  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court;  one  moiety  of  the  said  forfeiture  to  be  paid  to  the  over- 
seers, guardians,  or  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  township,  district, 
county  or  place  Avhere  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
tne  prosecutor  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Passed  12th  February,    1802.-rRecorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  83. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXIV. 

An  ACT  to  prescribe  the  times^  places  and  maniier^  of  choosing 
Senators^  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States, 

"WHEREAS,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares, 
that  the  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  state  by  the  Legis- 
latare  thereof :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
^^^^■^^^^^^^^met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the  authority   of  the  same^  That 
^re  t^o  elect  whenever  a  vacancy  is  about  to  take    place    in  the  representation 
from  this      from  this  state,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
piyvacan-     of  the  cxpiratiou  of  the  time  for  which  a  Senator  was  chosen,  the 
sl"ateoahe  Legislature  shall  proceed  to  supply  such  vacancy  in  the  following 
^^^         manner,  to  wit :  The  members  of  both  houses  shall  assemble  in  the 
chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  hour  of  twelve, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  December  preceding  the  month  of  March, 
in  any  year,  wherein  a  vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  expiration  of 
the  constitutional  term,  for  which   such   Senator  was  elected,  and 
then  and  there  elect  a  Senator  or  Senators,  as  the  case  may  be,  to 
represent  this  state  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  which  elec- 
V     tion  shall  be  conducted   in  the  following  manner,  viz.  Before  the 

Manner  ot  „  .  ,     .  ,     _,  .  '  ,  . 

eonducting  time  of  mectmg,  each  house  shall  appoint  one  teller,  and  nommate 
'  one  or  more  candidate  or  candidates  for  Senator,  and  two  days  pre- 
viously to  the  said  meeting,  communicate  to  each  other  the  names 
of  the  persons  so  by  them  respectively  appointed  and  nominated  : 
At  the  meeting,  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  or  in  his  absence,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  preside  ,*  the  names 
of  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the  members  voting,  shall  be  entered 
in  writing  by  the  tellers,  who  shall  report  to  the  president  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  for  each  candidate ;  if  neither  of  the  candidates 
shall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  of  the  whole  number  of  the  mem- 
bers present j  a  second  poll  shall  be  taken,  and  so  from  time  to  time, 
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until  some  one  of  the  candidates  shall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  of    1802. 
the  whole  number  of  the  members  prt)sent :  If  the  election  shall  not   ^— ir"-' 
have  been  completed  at  the  first  meeting,  the  President  shall  adjourn 
to  such  time  as  a  majority  of  the  members  then  present  shall  agree, 
and  so  from  time  to  time,  until  the  election  shall  have  been  finally 
closed ;  whereupon,  the  President  shall  announce  the  person  having  a 
majority  of  votes,  of  the  whole  number  of  members  present,  to  be 
duly  elected  a  Senator,  to  represent  this  state  in  the   Senate  of  the 
United  States :   And  the  President  shall,  in  the  presence  ol   the 
members  of  both  houses,  sign  four  several  certificates  of  the  elec- 
tion, attested  by  the  tellers ;  one  of  which  certificates  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  one  to 
the  person   so  elected,  and  the  remaining  two  shall  be  preserved 
among  the  records,    and  entered  at  length  on  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  and  on  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  :  And  vacsncies 
whenever  a  vacancy,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  happen  afu'^theld 
in  the  representation  of  this  state,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Deceinbel" 
after   the  said  second  Tuesday   in  December,  and  during  the  ses- J°  5^^^.*",^^^, 
sion  of  the  Legislature  ;  then  and  in  such  case,  the  Legislature  shall,  ler- 
within  eight  days  after  knowing  or  being  informed  of  such  vacancy, 
proceed  to  fill  the  same,  in  the   manner  herein  before  prescribed. 
Passed  5th  February,    1S02. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pag'e  39. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXV. 

An  ACT  to  erect  Mahantango  townships  hi  the  county  of  Berks ^ 
into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonrveulth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^   'l^^^^  t^^ns"hfp"m 
the  township  of  Mahantango,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  shall  be  a  Berks  coun- 
separate  election  district,  to  be  called  "  Mahantango  District;"  and  intoaneiec- 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  "'"" 
now  occupied  by  Michael  Artz,  in  said  township  of  Mahantango. 
Passed  5th  Februai-y,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.   VIII.  page  41. 


tion  disti  ivt« 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXVIL 

An  ACT  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  elections  in  Air  townships 

in  the  county  of  Bedford, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  residing  within  , 
the  fifth  district,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  shall  hold  their  general  h.VwrnK^^eiec 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Four,  in  M'Connels-  the  fifth  dis- 
burgh  ;  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  tord«)tsnty ' 
Passed  13th  February,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  4r. 


Place  for 
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1802,  CHAPTER  MMCCXXVIII. 

[Ante.  pa.  A  further  SUPPLEMENT  to  the  act^  entitled  '-^  An  Act  to  incor- 
^^^  porate  the  district  of  Southwark.^^ 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  co7nmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
commission-  rnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That, 
tvlrifem"^'^'  ^^  commissioncrs   of  the  district  of  Southwark,  be,  and  they  are 
r^olnt^"'    hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  proper 
wood-cord,    officer  Or  officers,  for  such  time,  and  under  such  security  and  penal- 
ties, as  to  them  may  appear  necessary,  for  the  inspection  and  mea- 
surement of  all  cord-wood  which  may  be  landed  or  offered  for  sale 
within  any  part  of  the  district  aforesaid ;  and  the  officer  or  officers 
so  appointed,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  a  compensation  for  his 
or  their  services,  at  the  rate  of  four  pence  per  cord,  for  all  wood  so 
measured  and  inspected,  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  seller, 
and  the  other  moiety  by  the  purchaser, 
whoshaii  Sect,  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Sbscrrbeau  That  every  person  appointed  a  corder  or  inspector  of  wood,  agree- 
mado^Ito*"^"  ^b^y  to  the  provision  of  this  act,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
dutles'of  the  "^utics  of  his  officc,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
fidiift'"^'*    some  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he  will  perform  his  duty  with  fidelity 

and  impartiality. 
Penalty  on         Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
authoHzed!    That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
saW  offioe     ^larch  next,  exercise  the  office  of  corder  or  inspector  of  cord-wood 
within  the  district  aforesaid,  unless  he  or  they  be  duly  authorized 
by  the  commissioners  thereof,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  on  con- 
viction thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every 
such  offence,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  district,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for 
the  same. 

Passed  13th  February,  1802.— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  46. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXIX. 

An  ACT  erecting  the  totvnship  of  Conemaugh\  in  the  county  of 
Somerset^  into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pejinsylvania.,  in  General  Assembly 
conemaugh  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
Somerset      from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Conemaugh  township,  in  the 
an"eiection  ^  county  of  Somerset,  shall  be  an  election  district,  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  John  Horner,  junior,  in  the  town  of  Conemaugh,  in  said  town- 
ship, and  shall  henceforth  be  called  Conemaugh  district. 

Passed  l3lh  Ftbriiary,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  48, 


Cistrict. 
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CHAPTER  IMMCCXXX.  1802. 

An  ACT  erecting'  certain  election  districts  in  the  cottnty  of  Tork. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Place  for 
the  townships  of  Warrington,  Reading  and  Huntingdon,  shall  be  a  tions"vith?^' 
separate  district,  to  be  called  the  fifth  election  district,  and  the  elec-  tl-icf^f\^r^ 
tors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  of  James  '^'^"'"y- 
M'Millen,  in  Rosstown. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  sixth  eiec 
That  the  township  of  Manahan  shall  be  a  separate  district,  to  be  ewcttd!'^^'^ 
called  the  sixth  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Leonard  Ei- 
chelberger,  in  said  township. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  cforesaid^  seventh  diV 
That  the  township  of  Shrewsbury  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  called  the  *"''^' 
seventh  election  district,  and  the  electors   thereof  shall  hold  their 
general  elections  at  the  house  of  the  late  Thomas  Ehrhart,  deceas- 
ed, of  said  township. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Eighth.ciiS' 
That  the  township  of  Codorus  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  "^"^'* 
to  be  called  the  eighth  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold 
their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Adam  Zigier, 
in  said  township. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Ninth^fis' 
That  the  township  of  Dover  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  to 
be  called  the  ninth  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their 
general  elections  at  tlie  house  now  occupied  by  Patrick  M'Farlin, 
ia  Dovertown  in  said  township. 

Passed  ISlh  February,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIIL  page  48» 


CHAPTER  J\BICCXXXIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  toxvn  of  Canonsburgh^  in  the  cow2ty  of  Wash* 
ington^  into  a  borough. 

[Sect.  1.  THE  town  of  Canonsburgh  erected  into  a  borough 
and  its  boundaries  described.  2.  When  and  what  borough  officers, 
shall  be  chosen  and  manner  of  choosing  them.  3.  Incorpor  itiv^n  of 
the  borough  officers  by  the  name  of  "  The  Burgesses  and  Town 
Council  of  the  Borough  of  Canonsburgh,  in  the  county  of  W  ashing- 
ton,"  with  the  usual  corporate  privileges.  4.  Penalty  for  refusing 
to  act  as  a  borough  officer,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 5.  Qualification  of  the  borough  officers  prescribed.  6.  Far- 
ther and  general  powers  given  them  to  appoint  a  town  clerk,  he. 
7.  How  taxes,  &c.  are  to  be  collected  and  to  whom  paid.  8.  By- 
laws, &c.  to  be  recorded,  &c.  Duties  of  the  town  clerk  and  high 
constable  and  penalty  for  the  non  performance  of  them ;  appeal  al- 
lowed  to  the  next  sessions.  9.  The  act  relating  to  public  roads 
and  highways  not  to  extend  to  this  borough.] 

Passed  22d  February,  1802,— Recordtd   in  Lavs  Book  No.  VIIL  page  54. 

Vol.  IIR  3  Q 
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1802.  CHAPTER  MMCCXXXIV. 

An  ACT    declaring    Ten-mile  creek^  from  the  mouth  thereof  it 
Jacob  Adam^s  mill,  in  the  county  of  Greene,  a  public  highxvaij. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  coynmonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
rartofTen-  Met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
"y^ejreek  ^^q^  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Ten-mile  creek,  from  the 
paWichigh-  mouth  thereof,  at  the  Monongahela  liver,  up  to  the  main  fork,  and 
thence  up  the  south  branch  of  said  creek,  as  far  as  Jacob  Adams* 
mill,  near  Waj-nesburgh,  in  the  county  of  Greene,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway,  under  the  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  hereinafter  specified ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  desirous  of  improving  or  using  the 
navigation  of  said  creek,  to  remove  all  natural  and  artificial  obstruc- 
tions (excepting  mill-dams  already  built)  out  of  the  bed  of  said  creek, 
from  the  mouth  thereof  to  the  main  fork,  and  thence  up  the  south 
branch,  to  the  said  Jacob  Adams'  mill,  and  also  to  erect  such  slopes 
at  the  mill-dams  already  built,  and  keep  them  in  repair,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts  and  the  ascent  of  fish  : 
Provided  always.  That  such  slopes  be  so  constructed  and  repaired, 
as  not  in  any  wise  to  injure  the  said  dams. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
hav-j  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  deemed,  taken  or  un- 
derstood to  prevent  any  person  or  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
possessing  lands  on  said  creek,  who  before  the  passing  of  this  act 
had  a  lawful  right  to  erect  a  dam  or  dams,  from  erecting  any  such 
dam  or  dams  that  he,  she  or  they  may  think  proper  :  Provided  al- 
■ways.  That  every  such  dam  be  so  constructed  and  kept  in  repair, 
as  that  there  shall  be  a  slope  to  each  dam,  at  least  thirty  feet  in 
width,  and  extending  four  times  the  distance  down  the  creek  that 
such  dam  may  be  in  perpendicular  height,  and  suificient  for  the 
passage  of  boats  and  rafts,  and  the  ascent  of  fish. 

Passed  22d  February,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  52. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCXXXV. 


Justices  of 
the  peace 
act  to  act 
out  of  the 
district  for 
whicli  they 
were  ap- 
poiiitett. 
Not  to  keep 
tavern  or 
hold  their 
o^cesin  any 
tavern,-  &c. 


An  ACT  regulating  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  otJieJ^ 

purposes. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
lives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  no  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  act  as  such  unless  he  shall  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict for  which  he  was  commissioned. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  fii-st  day  of  July  next,  no  licence  for  keep- 
ing a  tavern  or  public  house  of  entertainment,  shall  be  granted  to 
any  person  either  directjy  or  indirectly,  who  at  th?  same  time  holds 
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a  commission  of  the  peace ;  and  if  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Al-     I8O3. 
derman,  shall  keep  his  stated  office  in  any  tavern  or  public  house  of  ^— •v— > 
entertainment,  or  any  building  appertaining  thereunto,  he  shall  for  '"r'^sSXIn'' 
every  such   offence,  on  conviction  thereof,  in  any  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  or  Mayor's  Court  of  the  proper  city  or  county 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
overseers,  guardians  or  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  townships,  dis- 
trict or  county  where  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  poor  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
the  prosecutor. 

Passed  22d  February,  1802,— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  53: 


CHAPTER  MMGCXXXVII. 

An  ACT  altering-  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  fourth  di^'^. 
trict^  in  the  county  of  Northampton. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  bt^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Tnet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  5a?«e,  That  piace  where 
the  electors  of  the  fourth  election  district,  in  the  county  of  North-  ti^e'heid"^* 
ampton,  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  hold  their  gene-  within  ih^ 
ral  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Ulrich  Houser,  in  the  met  Non^- 
township  of  Lower  Smithfield  aforesaid  ;  any  thing  to  the  contrary  couuV". 
thereof  in  any  former  law  notwithstanding. 

Passed  1st  March,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  59. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXXTIII. 

An  ACT  altering  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  fifth  district^ 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

Sect.   i.   BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania.,  i?!  General  Assem- 
bly met.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same..  That  Place  of  hold, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  in  the  townships  llJ^hetow,!^ 
of  Juniata,  Greenwood,  and  that  part  of  Buffaloe  township  lying  atalGreen"'" 
above  the  Falls-hill,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  shall  hold  their  wood,  &c,in 
genei-al  elections   at  the  house  now  or  lately  occupied  by  William  towity. 
AVoods,  at  Millar's  town,  in  the  township  of  Greenwood  aforesaid  i 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  8lh  March,   1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  64, 


CHAPTER  MMCCXXXIX. 

An  ACT  to  authorize  John  Sherer  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  Monon- 
gahela  7-iver,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny. 

[Sect.  1.  JOHN  SHERER,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam 
on  the  Monongahela  river,  at  Braddock's  upper  fording,  so  as  not 
to  impede  the  navigation  thereof.     2,  Commissioners  to  Jae  aj)pQint- 
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1 8€)2.     cd  on   complaint  of  any  person  to  view  the  dam,   Sec.  and  an  in- 
^->^-^   dictment  may  be  foimded  on  their  report,  &c.] 

Passed  12th  March,  1802.— Recorded  ia  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  66, 


CHAPTER  MMCCXL. 

Ajt  ACT  to  erect  Deer  totvnship^  in  the  county  of  Allegheny^  into 
a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  B^  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Beertown-  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That, 
L'ny  "coun-^'  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Deer  township,  in  Allegheny 
i«to*^an"i^i-  county,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof 
«on  district,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Tho- 
mas M'Connell,  in  said  township. 

Passed  12th  March,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  65, 


CHAPTER  MMCCXIJ. 

An  ACT  altering"  the  place  of  holding  the  general  elections  in  the 
second  election  district  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland, 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  com7nonrvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Place  where  met^  and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same^  That 
to^brheicfin  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  residing  within 
eiecdou  dis-  the  second  election  district,  composed  of  AYashington  and  that  part 
wMeiand^*^    of  Franklin  township,  that  lies  north  of  the  new  Frankstown  road 
oofinty         in  the   county  of  Westmoreland,  shall  hold  their  general  elections 
at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  King,  in  Washington  township 
aforesaid ;  any  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Passed  12th  March,  I802.--Recorded  hi  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  68, 


CHAPTER  MMCCXLII. 

An  ACT  altering  the  place  of  holding-  the  general  election,  in  the 
district  composed  of  Wheatjield  and  part  of  Fairfield  townships ^ 
in  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsijlvania,  in  General  Assem- 
t*iace  tor  ^^\J  '"^^'  ^^'^  ^^  ^*  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
iioiding  eiec-  the  clcctors  residing  within  the  district  composed  of  Wheatfield  and 
vheatfieid  part  of  Fairfield  townships,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  shall 
v'lirA'eid "  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Richard 
wesmo?^  Dimsev,  in  the  town  of  Armagh ;  any  law  or  laws  to  the  contrary 
iendcopnty,  notwithstanding. 

Passed  ISth  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII,  page  69. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCXLIV.  1802. 

An  ACT  for  the  erection  of  certain  election  districts  in  the  county 

of  Mercer. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania.^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met^  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the^same^  That  vvoif-creek 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Wolf-creek  township,  in  the  turcoufuyof 
county  of  l^Iercer,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  separate  election  dis-  cia.'edtobe* 
trict,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  election  at  tht-  eilmoifdis- 
house  now  occupied  by  Charles  Blair,  in  said  township.  '^•^''='- 

Sect.  ii.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^  ^ooUpvins 
That  Coolspring  township,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  sepa-  j°jt"^'^'^' 
rate  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  gene- 
ral  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Peter  Wilson,  in  said 
township. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  sandy-ci-edt 
That  Sandy  creek  toAvnship,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  se-  j°^"f^*^ 
parate  election  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  ge- 
neral elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  David  Condit,  in  said 
township. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid.,  SaiemKvtKr 
That   Salem  township,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  separate  ®  '^  '  "^ 
election   district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general 
elections   at  the   house  now  occupied  b}^  John  Williamson,  in  said 
township. 

Sect.    v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  pymatuning. 
That  Pymatuning  township,  and  that  part  of  Neshanock  township  in  Nes£fnock 
the  county  aforesaid,  which  lies  north  of  the  donation  land  in  the  third  u^uo?*^'^ 
donation   district,  be   a  separate  election  district,  and  the  electors 
thereof  shall  hold  their  general  election  at  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Yincent  Robbins,  in  Pymatuning  township. 

Sect.  vi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.,  Residue  of 
That  the  township  of  Neshanock,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  except  ^'csh^nock 

11  iT»-  1-1  to\vnshij> 

that  part  already  annexed  to  Pymatunmg  township,  be  a  separate  ^litto, 
election  district,  and  that  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  gene- 
ral elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  James  Huston,  in  said 
township. 

Passed  12Lh  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Luw  Book  No.  VIII.  page  6/. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXLVI. 

Aji   ACT  altering-  the  place  of  holding-  the  general  elections  in  Wy* 
alusing  district.,  in  the  county  of  Luzer?ie. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc' 
sentatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.,  in  General  Assem- 
bly mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Place  wha-e 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  rcsiduig  wicnm  shau'beheia 
die  district  of  NVyalusing,  in  the  county  of  lAizernc,  shall  hold  Ss^i^^^*: 
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1 802.  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Justus  Gay- 
lord,  junior,  in  said  district ;  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notr 
withstanding. 

Passed  17ih  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  71. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXLVII. 

An  ACT  altering'  the  place  of  holding-  the  general  electipns  in  the 
fourth  election  district,  composed  of  the  township  of  Bald-Eagle^ 
in  Centre  county, 

Segt.  I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa* 
fives  of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
^lace  for  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
tions  within  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  electors  of  the  fourth 
eiection'dis-  elcctiou  district,  coHiposed  of  Bald-Eagle  township,  in  Centre  coun- 
cQimty?^'*"^^  ty,  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Casper  Richards,  in  said  district. 

Passed  17th.  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  71. 


CHAPTER  MMCCL. 

Av-  ACT  granting  unto  Thomas  Smith  and  John  Smithy  an  island- 
and  bar  in  the  river  Delaware, 

Sect.  1.  [PATENT  to  issue  to  Thomas  and  John  Smith  for 
an  island  in  the  river  Delaware  but  the  claims  of  others  not  to  be 
affected  thereby.] 

Passed  2od  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  7S. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLI. 

CAnte.  pa.     ^^  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  eiititled  "  A  supplement  to  th'e 
1(549,  and  pa.       act^  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  receivinp-  any  more  applica- 

193,  chap.  .'  ..  '  .  ,  ^    •  .    ■ 

1773,  and  see      tions,    Or   zssuing  any  more  warrants,  except  m  certat?i  cases, 

iol'3%^^^'       for  lands  xvithin  this  commonwealth,  passed  September  the  twenty- 

totes.)!  second,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four,  as  interferes 

with  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  directing  the  sale  of  certain  islands 

in  the  river  Susquehanna,  passed  the  sixth  of  March,  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  ninety -three.^'* 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Part  of  a  for-  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
n^r^iawre-  ^^  much  of  the  Supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 
the  receiving  any  more  applications,  or  issuing  any  more  warrants, 
except  in  certain  cases,  for  land  within  this  commonwealth,  passed 
September  the  twenty-second,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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nitiety-four,  as  prevents  or  bars  the  issuing  any  warrant  or  warrants    1 862. 
under  the  dii*ection  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  directing  the  sale   v-.^-i«« 
of  certain  islands  in  the  river  Susquehanna,  passed  the  sixth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  ;"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  23cl  March,  lii02. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  72. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLVI. 

An  ACT  incorporating  the  Magdalen  society^  in  the  tity  of  Phitd' 

delphia. 

Sect.  1.  [THE  Magdalen  society  of  Philadelphia  incorpo- 
rated with  the  general  powers  incident  to  a  corporation,  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Magdalen  Society  of  Philadelphia.  2.  The  officers  of 
the  corporation  to  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  members  pre- 
sent, &c.  3.  Place  and  time  of  holding  the  election  for  officers,  to 
be  directed  by  the  by-laws.  4.  Until  an  election,  the  present  offi- 
cers continued  and  this  act  to  be  construed  in  the  most  favourable 
manner  for  the  society,  &c.] 

Passed  23d  March,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  8a. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLVII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  Allegheny  townships  in  the  county  of  Armstrongs 
into  an  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives  of  the  covunonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly mety  and  it  is  hereby  e?iacted  by  th^  authority  of  the  same^  That  AUegheny 
the   electors   residing  within   the  township  of  Allegheny,  in  Arm-  AmTn-ong' 
strong  county,  shall  hold  their  elections   at  the  house  of  George  S'^mo^^" 
Painter,  miller,  near  the  mouth  of  Cherry-run,  in  said  township.  tJi".'""'^®" 

Passed  29th  March,   1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  91. 


CH/VPTER  MMCCLX. 

An  ACT  to  erect  the  town  of  Beaver ^  in  the  county  of  Beaver .^  into  ,f,^^^^  ^^ 
a  borough^  and  for  other  purposes.  ^•) 

Sect.  1.  [THE  town  of  Bpaver  in  the  county  of  Beaver 
eji'ected  into  a  borough,  and  its  boundaries  described,  2.  Borough 
officers  to  be  elected  by  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the 
Legislature,  who  have  resided  in  the  borough  six  months  previous 
to  the  election,  &c.  3.  Burgess  and  town  council  and  their  succes- 
sors made  a  body  corporate,  by  the  nam^  of  "  The  Burgess  and 
Town  Council  of  the  borough  of  Beaver,  in  the  county  of  Beaver," 


57.) 
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1802.  and  to  have  the  usual  corporate  powers.  4.  Penalty  for  refusing^ 
— V-— ^  or  neglecting  to  sen'e  when  elected  as  a  borough  officer.  5.  Qua- 
lifications of  the  borough  officers  to  be  taken  before  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  6.  Empowered  to  make  by-laws,  assess  taxes,  and  to 
appoint  a  town  clerk,  &c.  The  amount  of  tax  not  to  exceed  one  cent 
in  the  dollar  in  any  one  year,  unless,  &c.  7.  Two  lots  out  of  the  re- 
fAnte  pa.  served  tract  of  land,  including  several  streams  or  spring-s,  to  be 
laid  oif  for  the  use  of  the  borough.  Proviso  in  favour  of  the  right 
of  private  property.  8.  Manner  of  collecting  taxes,  fines  and  for- 
feitures, prescribed.  9.  By-laws,  &c.  to  be  recorded  and  carried 
into  full  effect,  and  duties  of  the  Town  Clerk  and  High  Constable. 
Persons  thinking  themselves  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions.] 

Passed  29ch  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  95. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXI. 

(Ortginai  ^  SUPPLEMENT  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  part  of 
Ka.'67./  '  an  act  of  the  Assemhhj  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  enti-^ 
tied  "  An  act  declaririg  the  river  Susquehayina  and  other  streams 
therein  mentioned,  public  highivays,  for  ijnproving  the  navigation 
of  the  said  }-iver  and  streams,  and  preserving  the  fish  in  the 
same." 

WHEREAS,  the  Legislature,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  repealed  so  much  of 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  river  Susquehanna  and  other 
streams  therein  mentioned,  public  highways,  for  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  the  said  river  and  streams,  and  preserving  the  fish  in 
the  same,"  as  declares  the  Raystown  branch  of  Juniata,  from  the 
lower  end  or  limits  of  John  Wilt's  plantation  to  the  town  of  Bed- 
ford, in  the  county  of  Bedford,  to  be  a  pviblic  highway,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  said  John  Wilt  to  erect  certain  water-works, 
which  now  belong  to  Peter  Arnolt :  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
in  construing  the  act  to  Avhich  this  is  a  supplement :  Therefore,  to 
remedy  any  defect  therein  contained. 

Sect.    i.   Be  it  enacted  by    the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Asse?n- 
Peter  Arnolt  ^^^  "'^^i  ^"^^'^  ^^  ^^  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
toMect^a'^    it   shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Peter  xirnolt,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
mill-dam       jnd  thcv  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  erect,  support, 

across  Rays-  ,     r       '  •  •  mi      i  .-  i        i      •     i  r    i 

town  branch  auQ  lor  cvcr  maintain  a  mill-dam,  not  exceeding  the  height  or  three 
feet,   across  Raystown  branch  of  Juniata,  abutting  on  his  own  land, 
in  the  township  of  Colerain,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  and  also  to 
lead  off  from  the  same  on  his  own  land,  so  much  water  of  the  said 
creek,  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  his  water- works  already  erect- 
but  thenavi-  ^'^»  °^  ^^^^^  ^^^Y  ^^  crccted  on  the  south  bank  of  the  said  river:  Pra- 
rwli'ofthe^  ^^^'^^  a/tycfi/A-,   That  the  said  Peter  Ai-nolt,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
property  of   erecting  the  said  dam,  or  in  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  shall  always 

individuals  i  .i  iri  '..  : 

potto  be  in-  coustruct  thc  Same  With  a  platiorm  or  slope,  so  as  not  to  injure  the 
jured  there-  nayjgation  of  Said  river,  or  the  property  of  individuals,  and  in  such 
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manner  as  that  boats  and  rafts  may  safely  pass  ovqt  the  said  slope  : 
And  provided  ahvays^  That  the  said  dam  be  so  constructed  as  not 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  fish  up  the  said  stream. 

Sect.    ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^conAitionfi 
'ITiat  the  said  Peter  Arnolt,  his  heirs   and   assigns,  shall  for   ever  the  privi-° 
maintain  and  keep  in  good  order,  on  the  body  of  the  said  dam,  in  a  ^^^^' 
convenient  part  of  the  same,  for  rafts  to  pass  over,  a  complete  slope 
of  twenty -five  feet  in  breadth,  extending  one  rod  down  stream  for 
every  foot  the  dam  shall  be  raised  in  height,  and  shall  build  the  dam 
one  foot  higher  at  each  side,  to  convey  the  water  into  the  slope ; 
and  shall  also  construct  the  slope  one  foot  and  an  half  higher  at  each 
side  thereof,  to  keep  the  water  thereon,  until  it  meets  the  level  of 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  rafts  as  afore- 
said. 

Sect.  hi.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^Hovr^rfimt. 
That  on  the  complaint  of  any  person  or  persons,  to  the  judges  of  miy  ob^rin 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  said  county,  it  shall  and  may  be  '"^'^'^=''' 
lawful  for  the  said  judges,  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  view 
the  said  dam,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  limitations  and  provisions 
herein  set  forth  and  enacted,  and  report  to  them  at  their  next  ses- 
sions, in  the  said  county,  the  state  thereof,  which  report,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  if  it  contain  a  statement  of  facts  constituting  an  oflfence 
against  this  act,  shall  be  sufficient  ground  for  the  court  to  direct  a 
bill  of  indictment  to  be  sent  to  the  grand  jury,  and  upon  prosecution 
to  conviction,  the  said  Peter  Arnolt,  his   heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be 
liable  to  pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court ;  and  the  court  shall  adjudge  so  much  of  the  said 
dam  to  be  abated  and  altered  as  shall  bring  the  same   within  the 
limitations  and  provisions  of  this  act. 

Passed  29th  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pa.  88.. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXIII. 

An  ACT  to  erect  a  separate  election  district,  in  the  county  of  Alleg- 
heny. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,    in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by   the  authority  of  the  same,  That  a  new  eiee« 
the  parts  of  Versailles,  Elizabeth  and  Mifflin  townships,  included  e'sMbiishJd 
in  the  following  bounds,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Turtle  "owity  w%^' 
creek  ;  thence  up  the  same  to  where  the   state-road   crosses   said  Kelamlrt 
creek  ;  thence  along  said  road,  to  the  line  of  AVestmoreland  county;  dismci.. 
thence  by  said  line,  to  Youghiogeny  river  ;  thence  down  the  same 
to  the  mouth  of  Long  run ;  thence  a  direct  line,  across  said  river 
to  the  mouth  of  Pine  run  in  Mifflin  township  ;  thence  up  said  run, 
including  the  south  branch  of  the  same,  to  Matthew  Calhoun's  mill; 
thence  a  direct  line  to  the  mouth  of  Butter-milk  run ;  and  thence 
across  the  Monongahela  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  be  a 
separate  election  district,  and  called  M'Keesport  district ;  and  fhe 

Vol.  III.  3  R 
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1802.    electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  ijiow 
^— yr*'  occupied  by  Adam  Johnson,  esquire,  in  M'Keesport ;  any  law  of 
laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  29th  March,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  9Q. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCLXIV. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  to  "  An  Act  for  securing  the  city  of  Philadek 
phia  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof  from  damage  by  Gun-powder  i*'' 
and  also ^  to  *■'- An  Act  for  providing  for  the  inspection  of  Gun' 
powder,'''' 

Sect,  i,  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Gerieral  Assembly 
niet^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  inspector  of  gun-powder, 
in  and  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  his  successors  for  the  ti^ie 
being,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  directed  and  en- 
joined, upon  the  reasonable  request  and  at  the  proper  costs  and 
charges  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  manufactory  of  gun-pow- 
der, erected,  or  to  be  erected  within  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to 
repair  to  such  manufactory  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  the  same 
may  be  necessary,  and  there  to  inspect  and  mark  all  gun-powder 
which  shall  be  manufactured  thereat,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  providing  for  the  inspection  of  gun-pow- 
der ;"  and  the  said  inspector  and  his  successors  in  office,  shall  re- 
ceive for  travelling  expenses,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  for  each  and 
every  mile,  in  going  and  returning  from  the  public  magazine,  in  the 
said  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  such  manufactory,  besides  the  fees 
heretofore  allowed  for  the  inspection  of  gun-powder  at  the  said 
magazine. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to,  and  for  the  owner  or  owners,  of 
any  gun-powder,  which  shall  be  so  inspected  as  aforesaid,  to  remove 
and  convey  such  gun-powder  immediately  from  such  manufactory 
to  the  place  of  exportation,  or  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  intended 
to  export  the  same  :  subject  to  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  penal- 
ties, contained  in  the  several  acts  of  assembly,  to  v/hich  this  is  a 
supplement. 

Sect.  hi.  Andbe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^ 
That  no  superintendant  or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine,  his  deputy 
or  other  person  employed  in  the  said  magazine,  shall  during  the 
time  of  holding  or  exercising  the  said  office  or  employment,  be  con- 
cerned directly  or  indirectly,  in  manufacturing,  buying  or  selling 
gun-powder,  in  gross  or  by  retail,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  every  offence,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit,  from  the  person  so  offending,  as  debts  under  twenty  pounds  are 
directed  by  law  to  be  recovered ;  the  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  the  other  half  to  the  person  who  shall  sue 
for  the  same. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  superintendai^t  or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine,  shall  not 
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for  the  fuiure,  receive  any  fee  or  emolument  for  the  delivery  ot  any     1 8D2. 
gun-powder ;  but  shall  only  charge  for  the  storage  of  such  powder    ^— v— ' 
so  deposited  m  the  said  magazine,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith-  fl^foTthe 

standing.  delivery  of 

"  gun-powuefj! 

Passed  29tli  March,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  93.  Butouiy  for 

•    °  the  stoiag'e. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXVI. 

An  ACT  Jbr  erecting  certain  election  districts  in  the  counties  of 
Northampton  and  Bedford. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  ^"^^'"^''r 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Lower  Saucon  township,  in  ship  in 
the  county  of  Northampton,  shall  be  a  separate  election  district ;  and  wn"ounty 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold   their  general  elections  at  the  house  an^eil^iqJT 
now  occupied  by  Frederick  King,  in  the  said  township.  disu-ict. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  rheeiihiti 
That  that  part  of  Providence  and  Colerain  township,  in  Bedford  utu°l£^ 
county,  comprised  within  the  lines  following,  viz.  Beginning  where  Bedfofd"* 
the  line  of  Hopewell  township  crosseth  the  Warrior  ridge  ;  thence  cowuy, 
south  along  said  ridge,  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  Robert  Cul- 
bertson  ;  thence  south  across  the  river  Juniata,  and  up  the  same  to 
the  line  of  Colerain  township ;  thence  along  Turris   mountain,  to 
the  Maryland  line,  so  as  to  include  that  part  of  Colerain  township, 
which  lies  east  of  the  said  mountain,  shall  be  a  separate  election  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  eighth  district,  and  the  electors  thereof  shall 
hold  their  general  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Daniel 
Davis,  in  the  township  of  Pi'ovidence  aforesaid. 

Passed  2d  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  103. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXVII. 

An  ACT  in  aid  of  the  congregation  of  Bangor  churchy  in  Carnar- 
von township,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 

Sect.  1.  [A  CERTAIN  legacy  to  be  vested  in  stock,  and  the 
interest  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  officiating  ministers  for 
ever.] 
Passed  2d  April,  1802.— Private  Act.— Recorded  In  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pa.  108, 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXVIII. 

'Ang  executors  and  administrator, 
sold  by  their  decedents  by  order  o 

WHEREAS,  it  sometimes  liappens,  that  administrators  who  and  see  chap. 
sell  real  estates  of  intestates,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  Orphans'  Couv^t,  ^*e.'/*'^^' 


An  ACT  authorizing  executors  and  administrators,  in  certain  cases,  (See  the 
to  convey  lands  sold  by  their  decedents  by  order  of  Orphans^  Court,  "hap!  ibot, 

-«iT-»-»-.Tr.Ti  »  <-.     •  .1  .  .     .  1        ante.  pa.  (58, 
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1 802.    die  before  any  conveyance  is  made  ;  and  that  inconveniences  have 
^■^v— ^  been  thereby  experienced  by  purchasers  :  For  remedy  whereof, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonzuealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assemblu 
Where  an  met'^  and  it  IS  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
uir  sells  the  in  all  cascs  hereafter,  where  a  sale  shall  be  duly  made  according  to 
fiitestateor^  l^w,  by  virtuc  of  an  order  of  Orphans'  Court,  enabling  the  adminis- 
therof  "under  trator  of  any  intestate,  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  such  intes- 
Oi-^hans'*^*  tatc  or  any  part  thereof ;  and  the  administrator  selling  the  same, 
courc.  and  under  such  order,  shall  happen  to  die  before  a  deed  of  conveyance 
a  deed  is  is  made  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  it  shall  be  lawful,  to,  and 
adinfnistra-  for  an  administrator  "  Of  the  goods  not  administered  on"  of  such 
non'or  the*^  iutcstate  whcn  such  administration  shall  be  granted,  to  and  for  the 
admlnisna^  cxccutor  or  administrator  of  the  person  or  persons  so  dying,  to 
toroftiie      make  and  execute  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  estate, 

hist  adminis-         t        ■<■,■,         ,-  r  ^ 

tratoi  em-     a  deed  or  deeds  or  conveyance  tor  the  same. 

com-e'y  to°         Sect.   II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
theimicha-    r^^.^^^  -^^  ^j  cascs  whcrc  a  Sale  hath  been  heretofore  duly  made,  in 
Similar  cases  pursuauce  of  an  order  of  Orphans'  Court,  of  the  real  estate  of  any 
heretofore     intestate,  and  the  execution  of  the  necessary  deed  or  deeds  of  con- 
^ovided       veyance,  hath  been  prevented  by  the  death  of  the  party  legally  au- 
thorized to  make  sale,  and  so  making  sale  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful, 
to  and  for  an  administrator  "  Of  the  goods  not  administered  on" 
of  such  intestate,  when  such  administration  shall  be  granted  for  the 
executors  or  administrators  of  such  party,  to  make  and  execute  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  the  necessary  deed  or  deeds  of  coh- 
veyance,  for  the  estate  so  sold  as  aforesaid. 
In  what  Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

sheriffof  the  That  in  all  cases  where  any  administrator  or^ administrators,  having 
co""e''  ^'^^"  ^^^^  lands  by  order  of  Orphans'  Court,  as  aforesaid,  shall  die  intes- 
tate, not  having  executed  a  conveyance  thereof,  and  no  person  shall 
within  three  months  thereafter,  be  appointed  administrator  "  Of  the 
goods  not  administered  on,"  or  apply  and  be  appointed  to  adminis- 
ter the  estate  of  such  administrator  or  administrators  so  dying  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of 
the  proper  county,  on  petition  to  be  presented  by  the  purchaser, 
setting  forth  the  original  proceedings,  under  the  order  of  court,  to 
»  direct  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  for  the  time  being,  to  make  and 

execute  the  necessary  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  to  such  petitioner. 
The  opera-  Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
t'^"anee's""  That  cvcry  deed  made  in  pursuance  of,  and  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
made  in  pur-  visions  of  this  act,  shall  vest  the  property  therein  described  in  the 
this  act.  grantee,  as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  by 
the  person  or  persons  who  may  hereafter  sell  or  heretofore  have, 
sold,  any  such  estate  circumstanced  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  2d  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  HI. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCLXIX.  1802. 

Ati  ACT  to  erect  the  towyiship  of  Brecknock  and  part  of  the  iozun- 
ship  oj  Co  calico^  in  the  countij  of  Lancaster  y  into  a  separate  elec- 
tion district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  ninth 
the  township  of  Brecknock  and  all  that  part  of  the  township  of  Co-  nfctesta-' 
calico,  beginning  at  the  township  line,  above  Michael  Haag's  mill ;  LancLte" 
thence  past  said  mill  in  Cocalico  township,  and  down  the  great  road  '^""""^y- 
past  Jacob  Hagey's  tavern ;  from  thence  past  Miller's  tavern  and 
Wright's  tavern,  to  the  line  of  Earl  township,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster ;  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  election  district,  to  be 
called  the  ninth  district ;  and  the  electors  thereof,   shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Jacob  Stahley,  in  Reams- 
town,  in  the  township  of  Cocalico,  any  thing  in  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Passed  2d  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  l-aw  Book  No.  VIII.  gage  110. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXX. 

A?i  ACT  to  appoint  new  Trustees  for  Miff  in  county. 

Sect.    i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assevi- 
bly  Viet,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Trustees  ap: 
John  Bratton,  Doctor  Ezra    Doty,   George    M'Clelland,  Robert  P°'^'?f*°^, 
Sterret,  Thomas  Torbutt  and  James  Banks,  are  hereby  appointed  ^y- 
trustees  in  and  for  the  county  of  Mifflin  ',  and  are  hereby  invested 
%vith  like  powers  and  authorities  in  every  matter  and  thing  what- 
soever, that  of  right  belongs  to  any  trustee  or  trustees,  appointed 
for  the  county  of  Mifflin,  by  any  act  heretofore  enacted. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Repeaiofso 
That  so  much  of  the  different  acts  of  assembly,  as  relate  to  the  ap-  ™rmer°iaws 
pointment  of  trustees  for  said  county  of  Mifflin,  be,  and  the  same  ="«  relate  to 
are  hereby  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void,  any  thing  contained  mentoftrus*, 

.  P     -^  ^      ^        '         .^,     ^        ,.  '        •'  °  tees  for  said 

fti  any  former  acts  notwithstandmg.  county. 

Passed  5d  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  103, 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXni. 

An  ACT  to  vest  in  the  Trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Society  of 
St.  3fari/\'   Church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Poor  of  said  Society,  such  part  of  the  estate  of  Peter  Bona-^ 
venture  d^  Artois,  as  is  declared  to  have  escheated  to  the  common- 
wealth. 

Passed  22d  April,  1802.— Private  Act.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pa.  H4. 
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The  Govern- 
or empow- 
ed  to  irans- 
ter  six  per 
cent,  stock 
of  the  U.  S. 
the  propeirty 
ofthis  state, 
in  payment 
of  the  loan  of 
100,000  dol- 
lars here'o- 
tbre  ob^ined 
of  the  Innk 
of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  at 
not  less  than 
par. 
(Obsolete.) 

The  hank 
empowered 
to  accept  the 
transfer  of 
said  stock. 

fObsolete.] 


AutUovixed 
to  purchase 
and  sell 
again,  stock 
of  the 
United 
States,  but 
amount 
thereof  not 
to  exceed 
100,000  dols. 
exclusive  of 
what  they 
now  holcf. 

In  case  the 
trajisier  of 
said  stock  is 
not  accepted, 
the  Govern- 
or empower- 
ed to  nego- 
tiate an  ex- 
tension ot 
the  time  of 
payment  of 
the  fiisr  in- 
stalment of 
the  loan. 

[Obsolete.] 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXIT. 

Ail  ACT  authorizhig  the  Governor  to  discharge  the  debt  due  from 
this  commonxvealth  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania^  and  for  other 
purposes. 

[Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsijlvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  so  much 
of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  this 
state,  as  will  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  first  instalment  of  the 
loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  will  be  due  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April  next,  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  thereon,  and  also  so  much  of  the  said  stock 
as  will  be  required  to  discharge  the  remaining  instalment  of  the  said 
loan,  though  it  shall  not  be  due ;  provided  such  transfer  be  made 
at  not  less  than  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  dollar  of  such  stock 
which  remains  unredeemed.] 

[Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  accept  the  transfer 
of  the  said  stock,  in  discharge  of  the  respective  instalments  of  the 
said  loan,  or  either  of  them,  if  they  shall  consider  it  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  institution,  any  thing  in  the  act  incorporating  the 
said  bank,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.] 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  President,  Directors  and  Company  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  sell  again,  any  stock  of  the 
United  States  which  they  may  believe  most  beneficial  to  the  said 
bank,  provided  the  amount  of  such  stock  shall  not  at  any  one  time 
exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  stock  now 
held  by  them,  any  thing  in  the  act  incorporating  the  said  company, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  the  said  President,  Directors  and  Company,  should  not 
agi-ee  to  accept  the  transfer  of  the  said  stock,  at  the  rate  aforesaid, 
in  discharge  of  said  loan,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  said  President  and  Directors,  an  extension  of  the 
time  of  payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  said  loan  for  the  term  of 
two  years :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  the  commonwealth  from  discharging  the  said 
instalment  at  any  time  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  said  twd 
years.] 

Passed  2cl  April  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  109. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXV. 

Jbi  ACT  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatixies  of  the  people 
of  this  state,  iyi  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assemblif 
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7iiet,  and  it  is  herehij  enacted  by  the  author  it  if  of  the  same^  That    1802. 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  reprtscntatives  of  the  people  of  this  com-    ^--—r--^ 
monwealth,  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives   in   the  Con-  vuie.Unto'* 
cress  of  the  United   States,  this  state  shall  be  divided  into  eleven  districts  tor 

. ^  ^  the  purpose 

districts,  as  follow:  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  of  ^noosing 
Philadelphia  and  Delaware,  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  three  coTigilss  "nd 
members ;    the    counties    of   Bucks,    I^Iontgomery,  Northampton,  each^cUstfkt 
Wayne  and  Luzerne,  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  three  mem- ^^'°'^'"'' 
bers;  the   counties   of  Chester,  Berks   and   Lancaster,  shall  be  a 
district,  and  shall  elect  three  members ;  the  counties  of  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  ^lifflin  and  Huntingdon,  shall  be  a. district,  and  shall 
elect  two  members  ;  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Lycoming  and 
Centre,  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  member  ;   the  counties 
of  York  and  Adams  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  member ;  the 
counties  of  Franklin  and  Bedford  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect 
one  member ;   the  counties  of  Westmoreland,   Somerset  and  Arm- 
stong,  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  member  ;  the  counties 
of  Fayette  and  Greene  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect  one  mem- 
ber; the  county   of  Washington  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall  elect 
one  member  ;  the  couuties  of  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Butler,  Crawford, 
Mercer,  Venango,  Warren  and  Erie,  shall  be  a  district,  and  shall 
elect  one  member. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^benznd 
That  the  election  of  Representatives,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  ekctions*^  ' 
of  the  United  States  and  the  direction  of  this  act,  shall  be  held  by  aljdhqwcdlf. 
the  citizens  of  this  state   qualified  to   vote  for  members  of  Assem-  ^'^^'■^^• 
bly,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  on  the   second 
Tuesday  of  October,  every  second  year  thereafter,  until  an   enu- 
meration of  the   inhabitants  of  the   United   States   shall   be  taken, 
agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  said  United  States,  at 
the  same  places  respectively,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
care  and  regulation  of  the  same  officers  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  regulation  of  the  general  elections 
of  this  state,  of  which  elections  public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  said 
election. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  c foresaid^ -se^ya^itot 
That  every  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  neglect  or  abuse  of  aS^tTow  ^^^''^ 
this  act,  or  of  any  of  the  said  acts  of  Assembly,  for  the  regulation  i'"^"'shed. 
of  elections,  at  any  election  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this   act, 
shall  be  prosecuted  and  punished  in  the  same  mamier   as  if  he  had 
been  guilty  of  the  like  neglect  or  abuse  in  the  election  of    members 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  state. 

Sect.   iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  cuithority  aforesaid^  "°^v  letum* 
That  the  Judges  of  the  election  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  ti'ons'^are^Vo 
in  each  county  erected  into  a  separate  district,  after  having  formed  Ph/ude?-'" 
the  return  of  the  whole  election  in  the  said  city  and  counties  respec-  {'hosVcl^un- 
tivel)^,  in  such  manner  as   is  by  law  directed,  shall  within  six  days  ij^^i,''"""'.- 
cause  said  returns  to  be  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  city  and  asti-:.ratc  • 
counties  respectively,  and  shall  also  cause  a  duplicate  thereof,  sign- 
ed and  sealed  in  the  same  manner,  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of 
>he  Prothonotaries  of  said  city  and  counties  rer.peccivcly. 
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1802.  Sect.  f.  And  he  it  fay ther  enacted  by  the  autlior'itij  aforesaid. 
That  the  Judges  of  the  elections  of  each  of  the  following  counties, 
after  having  formed  the  returns  of  the  whole  election  in  their  coun- 
ties respectively,  in  such  manner  as  is  by  law  directed,  shall  send 
the  same  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  to  the  place  hereafter 
mentioned,  within  the  district  of  which  such  county  is  a  part,  when 
the  Judges  so  met,  shall  compare  and  cast  up  the  several  returns, 
and  shall  execute  under  their  hands  and  seals,  one  general  and  true 
return  of  the  whole  district,  that  is  to  say.  The  Judges  of  the  dis- 
ti'ict  composed  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  the  coun- 
ty of  Delaware,  shall  meet  at  the  county  court-house  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia ;  the  Judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Bucks,  Montgomery,  Northampton,  Wayne  and  Luzerne,  shall 
meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  Leonard,  inn-keeper,  in 
the  town  of  Bethlehem,  in  the  county  of  Northampton ;  the  Judges 
of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Chester,  Berks  and 
Lancaster,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Everet  M'Clees, 
inn-keeper,  in  Morgan's  town,  in  the  county  of  Berks  ;  the  Judges 
of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland, 
Mifflin  and  Huntingdon,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
"William  Sterret,  in  Mifflin  town,  in  the  county  of  Mifflin ;,  the  Judges 
of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Ly- 
coming and  Centre,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Andrew 
Albright,  in  Lewisburgh,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland;  the 
Judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Adams, 
shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Peter  Eskes,  in  Abbot's 
town,  in  the  county  of  Adams ;  the  Judges  of  the  district  compos- 
ed of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Bedford,  shall  meet  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Jacob  Four,  in  M'Connelsburgh,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford ;  the  Judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
W^estmoreland,  Somerset  and  Armstrong,  shall  meet  at  the  house 
of  George  Keltz,  in  Ligonia  valley,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland ; 
the  Judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and 
Greene,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Thomas  Clare,  in 
Fayette  county  ;  the  Judges  of  the  district  composed  of  the  coun- 
,  ties  of  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Butler,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango, 
Warren  and  Erie,  shall  meet  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Adam 
Funk,  in  the  county  of  Butler,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  and  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October  biennially  thereafter, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  within  the  space  of  ten  days 
after  the  said  election,  the  Judges  of  each  respective  district,  so 
convened,  shall  cause  the  said  general  return  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  they  shall  be  thus  convened,  and 
shall  also  cause  a  duplicate  thereof,  signed  and  sealed  in  the  same 
manner,  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Prothonotary  of  such 
county. 
The  Sheriff  Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  cnactcd  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ty  d^ays^after  That  such  Sheriff,  having  received  the  said  return,  shall  within 
the  election  thirty  davs  after  said  election,  deliver  or  safely  transmit  the  same  to 

to  oelivcr  *  •  '  j 

thereturnto  the  Govcmor,  who  shall  thereupon  declare  by  proclamation,    the 

tliaGoveni.  i-    ^i  i  •  i  i    i  >  i   • 

or.  who  is     name  oi   the  person  or  pei"sons  to  him  retui'ned  as  duly  elected  m 
^x&Ui'^i  each  respective  district,  and  shall  thereafter,  as  soon  as  convenient- 


SOS 


ly  may  be,  transmit  the  returns  so  to  him  made,  to  the  House  of    180.2. 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  *^ — r-^ 

the  names  of 

Passed  2d  April,   1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  pace  100  the  persons 

•    o  ■  eleeted,  iic. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXVI. 

An  ACT  to  complete  the  benevolent  intention  of  the  Legislature  of  [Seethe 
^  this  commojiweakh,  by  distributing,  the  donation  lands  to  all  xuho  chap!a28. 
are  entitled  thereto.  ^°l-?'  v*-' 

WHEREAS,  some  of  the  late  officers  and  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  have  not  re-  ■ 
ceived  their  donation  lands :  And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented 
that  amongst  the  lots  in  the  tenth  donation  district,  which  the  own- 
ers have  released  as  being  in  the  state  of  New-York,  and  for  which 
they  have  received  other  lots  in  lieu  thereof,  many  are  still  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  also  that  a  number  of  lots  may  yet  be  found  within 
the  bounds  of  the  donation  surveys,  not  numbered  or  returned  as 
donation  lots,  nor  otherwise  appi-opriated :  Therefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met^    and  it  is  hereby   enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  TheLaiid^ 
it  shall  be   the  duty  of  the  Land-Officers  to  ascertain  the  number  asfenalfthe 
of  donation  lots  returned  of  each  description,  which  yet  remain  un-  undrawn°and 
drawn  and  not  otherwise  appropriated,  or  which  having  been  drawn,  unappropru 
have  not  been  applied  for  in  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  cause  "on  lots ; 
numbers   corresponding  with   each  lot  of  the  several  descriptions, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to  each  grade  of  officers, 
non-commissioned   officers  and   privates,  to  be   made  on   separate 
pieces  of  paper,  as  nearly  of  the  same  size  as  may  be,  which  pieces 
of  paper   shall  be  put  carefully  into  small  boxes,  equal  to  the  num- 
ber of  different  grades  which  may  be  yet  unsupplied,  and  on  ap-  how  they 
plication  of  each  person  for  their  respective  donation,  the  said  Land-  ceed^n'*satis' 
Officers,  after  being  satisfied  with  the  justice  of  his  or  her  claim,  ^rn^  '^^. 

,     1,  1       1  •     •  1  ■    1  •  1  .     '  claims  ot  ap. 

shall  cause  the  box  con  taming  the  tickets  repre&entmg  th-e  quantity  i>iicantsent«. 
of  land  to  which  such  applicant  may  be  entitled,  to  be  shook,  so  as  tion  lands"'*' 
to  mix  the  said  tickets  or  pieces  of  paper,  and  shall  draw,  or  cause 
to  be  drawn  therefrom,  one  or  more  of  the  numbers  so  deposited 
as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  quantity  which  such  applicant 
may  be  entitled  to ;  and  in  like  manner  to  proceed  on  each  and  every 
application,  the  person  first  applying,  to  be  entitled  to  the  first  draft, 
and  immediately  after  drawing,  to  proceed  to  issue  a  patent  or  pa- 
tents for  the  respective  lots  so  drawn,  free  of  all  expense  except 
the  enrolling  fees  :  Provided  always^  That  no  lot  to  be  drawn  or 
patent  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  interfere  with  or 
defeat  any  prior  title  which  may  have  been  acquired  under  tlie  au- 
thority of  any  former  law  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^'^^*',^^''^'^- 
That  the  Surveyor-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  raithorized  to  di-  cause  a^m- 
rect  a  survey  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  in  such  man-  roade" casta 
ToL.  HI.  3  S 
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18Q2.     ner  as  to  ascertain  with  accuracy,  all  lots  within  the  tenth  donation 

^— -y— -^   district,  which  have  been  reported  as  having-  fallen  into  the  state  of 

foteSatm^y  Ncw-York,  and  as  such  released,  and  which  may  still  be  within 

itiii  •  e  with-  ti^e  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  in  the  trianc-le  purchased  from  Con- 

xn  tnis  coiii~  •  -,  . 

nionweaith.  gress,  also  to  procurc  returns  of  all  other  lots  which  are  included 
rei)oitedtlf  withiu  the  general  drafts  of  any  of  the  donation  districts,  and  which 
hfto^tSnate  are  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  also  to  divide  large  into  smaller 
yorkr&c.     lots,  which  said  released  lots,  or  other  lots,  as  soon  as  the  surveys  of 
them  are   made  and  returned,  shall  be  made  use  of  to  supply  the 
boxes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
tickets  to  carry  the  design  of  this  act  completely  into  eifect. 
The  Board        Sect.   III.   And  be  it  further  eiiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
of  Property  That  the  Board  of  Property  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
to L-xer;ise    cxercisc  the  same  powers  relative  to  donation  lands,  which  they  are 
pow^-"  "r'eia-  by  law  authorized  to  exercise  in  cases  respecting  other  land  within 
ticn  iRnds  as"  this  commonwcalth ;  and  in  all  cases  of  difficulty  or  dispute  between 
tases^*^^        applicants  under  this  law,  and  on  the  validity  and  propriety  of  the 
claim  of  each  and  every  applicant,  they  are  authorized  to  make  the 
necessary  enquiry,  and  decide. 
The  secreta-      Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
TOmmiii^      That  in  order  to  enable  the  Land-Officers,  or  Board  of  Property,  to 
jY^»^'^j[o^«- execute  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 
books  and     duty  of  the   Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  deliver  to  the  Se- 
mentsinhis  crctary  of  the  Land-OffxCe  and  Surveyor-General,  all  books,  papers, 
reuuyTtp     drafts  or  documents  now  in  his  office,  relative  to  donation  lands,  re- 
faiX' w  the  turns  of  survey,  general  or  connected  drafts,  maps  or  charts  so  re- 
ceK*^"^      ceived,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Surveyor- General's   office,  and  all 
others  of  the  said  papers,  books  or  documents,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land- Office  ;  and  when  the  whole 
donations  shall  be  completely  effected,  the  general  drafts  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  Rolls- Office  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  a  former  law. 
The  widows       [Sect.  V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
de^easld^oft-  That  upou  Satisfactory  proof  being  made  to  the  Board  of  Property, 
cersandsoi-  by  the  widow,  heir  or  heirs  of  any  deceased   officer   or  soldier, 

oiers  to  nave     ■'  j  ■  w 

the  benefit  of  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  direct  a  patent  or  pa- 
LSee  an'act  tcuts  to  issue  in  the  usual  way,  in  favour  of  such  widow,  heir  or 
March,"''^  heirs,  for  such  donation  lands,  and  on  the  same  conditions  as  the 
1809.]  officer   or  soldier  would,  if  living,  be  entitled  to.] 

Application  Sect.  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlie  authority  aforesaid^ 
not  to  bead.  That  uo  application  for  donation  lands  shall  hereafter  be  admitted; 
less  made  and  that  no  patent  for  such  land,  already  applied  for,  shall  be  grant- 
yelr,"*°"^  ed,  unless  such  patent  is  demanded  within  one  year  after  the  passing 
of  this  act. 

Passed  2d  April,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  104. 

CHAPTER  MMCCLXXVII. 

An  ACT^j?  settle  the  controversies  arising  frovi  contending  chaims 
to  lands  ivithin  that  part  of  the  territory  of  this  commonwealthy 
north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny^  and  Conexvan- 

■   go  creek, 

(B*e  notes  to  WHEREAS,  by  the  ninth  section  'of  an  act  of  the  General 

voKpa^  Assembly,  passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 


5o; 

died  and  ninety-two,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  sale  of  the  Vacant  1802» 
lands  within  this  commonwealth,"  it  is  enacted,  that  no  warrant  or  ^— v— ' 
surve}^  to  be  issued  or  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  for  lands  l°nd%Tact 
lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Cone-  °l  ^°^^  „„ 

I         I      11  •   1      •  1111-  •  ,     March,  181!, 

wango  creek,  shall  vest  any  title  m  or  to  the  lands  therein  mentioned}  tor  the  whole 
unless  the  grantee  has,  prior  to  the  date  of  such  warrant,  made  or  controvii:- '" 
caused  to  be  made,  or  shall  within  the  space  of  two  years  next  after  ^^  ^ 
the  date  of  the  same,  make  or  cause  to  be  made  an  actual  settlement 
thereon,  by  clearing,  fencing  and  cultivating  at  least  two  acres  for 
every  hundred  acres  contained  in  one  survey,  erecting  thereon  a 
messuage  for  the  habitation  of  man,  and  residing,  or  causing  a  fa- 
mily to  reside  thereon  for  the  space  of  fiye  years  next  following  his 
first  settlement  of  the  same,  if  he  or  she  shall  so  long  live ;  and  in 
default  of  such  actual  settling  and  residence,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  this  commonwealth  to  issue  new  warrants  to  other 
actual  settlers,  for  the  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  reciting  the  ori- 
ginal warrants,  and  that  such  actual  settlements  and  residence  have 
not  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  so  as  often  as  defaults  shall 
be  made  for  the  time  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  which  new  grants 
shall  be  under  and  subject  to  all  and  every  the  regulations  contained 
in  this  act;  provided  that  if  any  such  actual  settler,  or  any  grantee 
in  any  such  original  or  succeeding  warrant,  shall  by  force  of  arrn^ 
of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  be  prevented  from  making  such 
actual  settlement,  or  be  driven  therefrom,  and  shall  persist  in  his  en- 
deavours to  make  such  actual  settlement  as  aforesaid,  then  in  either 
case,  he  and  his  heirs  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  hold  the  said 
lands  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  actual  settlement  had  been  made 
and  continued :  And  whereas  applications  have  been  made  and  are 
making  to  the  Land-Office  for  new  warrants,  in  cases  where  the  ap- 
plicants are  of  opinion  that  the  original  warrantees  are  barred  from 
claiming  title  by  their  own  default,  in  not  complying  with  the  con- 
ditions required  in  the  section  above  recited ;  and  although  it  ap- 
pears from  the  act  aforesaid,  that  the  commonwealth  regarded  a  full 
compliance  with  those  conditions  of  settlement,  improvement  and 
residence,  as  an  indispensible  part  of  the  purchase  or  consideration 
oC  the  lands  so  granted,  yet  as  much  confusion  might  arise  if  the 
state  were  to  continue  to  grant  lands  which  in  consequence  of  for- 
mer acts  may  have  become  the  property  of  others :  And  whereas  it 
a:ppears  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  representations  of  the  agents  of  cer- 
tain companies  called  the  Ilolland  company  and  the  Population  com- 
pany, to  the  Legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  that  they  complain 
of  certain  lawless  men  having  intruded  on  the  lands  within  the  claim 
of  the  said  companies,  which  claim  appears  to  extend  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  territory  of  this  commonwealth,  situate  north 
and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek, 
praying  for  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  and  stating  that  the 
claims  of  the  said  companies  arise  from  warrants  and  patents  duly 
applied  for  and  fairly  issued  and  granted  by  the  officers  of  the  Land- 
Office  of  this  commonwealth,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  afore- 
said ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  appears  that  petitions  and  represen- 
tations have  also  been  made  to  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth, 
by  and  on  the  part  of  a  numl?er  of  persons  calling  themselves  ac- 
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1802.  tual  settlers,  and  stating  that  they  have  settled  and  improved  a  con- 
»— V— '  siderable  part  of  the  land  lying  within  the  claims  of  the  aforesaid 
companies,  in  consequence  of  the  act  aforesaid  inviting  them  so  to 
do,  that  in  most  instances,  when  they  began  their  improvements, 
the  lands  were,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  vacant  and  unoccu- 
pied, and  that  since  their  settlement  they  have  been  much  harassed 
and  threatened  by  the  agents  of  the  companies  aforesaid :  And 
tvhereas  it  is  indispensibly  necessary  that  the  peace  of  that  part  of 
the  state  should  be  preserved,  and  complete  justice  done  to  all  par- 
ties interested,  as  speedily  and  effectually  as  possible  :  And  whereas 
it  hath  been  intimated  to  the  Legislature,  that  from  the  present  dis- 
tracted and  agitated  state  of  the  public  mind  between  those  conflict- 
ing claims  in  that  part  of  the  state,  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot 
be  obtained  where  so  many  persons  are  directly  or  indirectly  inte- 
rested in  the  event  of  the  decision :  And  whereas  the  companies 
aforesaid,  b}^  their  application  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  com- 
monwealth, for  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  Secretary  of  the  Land- 
Oflace  to  complete  their  titles,  did  endeavour  to  put  the  question 
between  them  and  this  commonwealth  fairly  to  issue  before  the  ju- 
diciary :  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  that  the  questions  both 
of  law  and  of  fact,  arising  under  the  act  aforesaid,  should  be  fully, 
fairly  and  speedily  heard  and  decided,  and  the  validity  of  all  those 
titles  that  have  been  issued  under  certain  certificates  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace  within  the  territory  aforesaid,  known  by  the  name  of  pre- 
vention certificates,  determined,  as  well  for  the  direction  of  the 
officers  of  the  Land-Office,  on  behalf  of  this  commonwealth,  as  for 
settling  the  existing  disputes  between  such  grantees  as  have  omitted 
or  neglected  to  make  die  settlements,  improvements  and  residence 
enjoined  by  the  act  aforesaid,  and  the  persons  actually  in  possession 
of  the  same  lands,  and  claiming  under  the  provisions  of  the  same  act: 
Therefore, 

Sect.    i.   Be  it  enacted  by    the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsyhania^  in  General  Assem- 
onhe'slf-^^  ^/j/  met^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
preme  Court  at  somc  time  and  place  (not  exceeding  three  months  from  the  fir^t 
^etherwith-  day  of  the   month  of  April  of  the  present  year)  as  shall  be  most 
months^ from  conveuieut  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  common- 
Apiufand     wealth,  or  the   majority  of  them,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
oriction°t^  Judges,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  meet  toge- 
trying  and    thcr  and  dcvisc  some  method,  either  by  means  of  a  feigned  issue  or 
certain  pro-  Other wisc,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  seem  best,  of  bringing  before 
tfonsreu'     a  court  audjury,  to  be  holden  as  herein  after  is  directed,  the  fol- 
putt(i°tities    lowing  questions  respecting  the  claims  to  land  within  that  part  of  the 
^d  w'Jf"    territory  of  this  state  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  AUeg- 
the  f  hio,  Ai  heny,  and  Conewango  creek,  to  wit :  Are  warrants  heretofore  granted 
Conewango   Under  the  act  of  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety- t\vo,  valid  and  effectual  in  law,  against  this  common  wealth* 
so  as  to  bar  this  commonwealth  from  granting  the  same  land  to  other 
applicants   under  the  act  aforesaid,  in  cases  where  the  warrantees 
have  not  fully  and  fairly  complied  with  the  conditions  of  settlement, 
improvement  and  residence  required  by  the  said  act,  at  anytime  be- 
fore the  date  of  such  warrants  respectively,  or  within  two  years  afr 
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ter  ?  Are  the  titles  that  have  issued  from  the  Land-Office  under  the    1802.' 
act  aforesaid,  whether  by  warrant  or  patent,  good  and  effectual  in    V— y— ' 
law   against  this  commonwealth,  or  any  person  claiming  under  the 
act  aforesaid,  in  cases  where  such  titles  have  issued  on  the  authority, 
and  have  been  grounded  upon  the  certificates  of  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  usually  called  prevention  certificates,  without  any  other  evi- 
dence being  given  of  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  such  preven- 
tion, whereby,  as  is  alleged,  iht  conditions  of  settlement,  improve- 
ment and  residence  required  by  the  said  act,  could  not  be  complied 
with  ?    And  so  soon  as  the  said  Judges  have  devised  the  form  in  ^^^  sameTo' 
which  the  questions  above  stated,  shall  be  brought  to  a  hearing  and  the  Govem- 
decision  before  a  court  and  jury  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Attorney-General  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  carry  the  same  into  effect  without  delay. 

Sect,  ii.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  for  the  i„  ^^at 
purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  on  the  questions  aforesaid,  and  '"^^fJns'afg 
the  facts  relating  thereto,  a  jury  shall  be  summoned  according  to  the  tobedeci* 
method  to  be  appointed  by  the  Judges  aforesaid,  consisting  of  the 
usual  number  of  disinterested  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
of  Northumberland  or  Lycoming,  which  jury  shall  be  summon- 
ed, impanelled  and  sworn,  or  affirmed,  at  the  court-house  at  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  said  county  of  Northumberland,  at  such  time  as  to  the 
said  Judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  most  convenient,  pro- 
vided the  same  be  not  deferred  beyond  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  at  which  time  and  place  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
aforesaid,  or  the  majority  of  them,  shall  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  and  trying  the  questions  aforesaid,  and  the  facts  relating 
thereto,  in  conjunction  with  the  said  jury,  in  the  usual  manner;  at 
which  trial  and  hearing  it  shall  be  competent  to  the  said  jury,  under 
the  constitutional  direction  of  the  court,  to  decide  upon  the  law  and 
upon  the  facts,  and  if  they  think  fit,  to  bring  in  a  general  verdict 
thereon ;  and  it  shall  also  be  competent  to  any  person,  party  in  the 
controversy,  to  offer  evidence  of  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
the  prevention  certificates  aforesaid,  and  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  at  the  time  to  which  the  said  certificates  relate,  and  also  of 
every  other  fact  tending  to  illustrate  the  questions  aforesaid,  or  to 
induce  a  full  investigation  and  fair  decision  thereon,  which  the  court 
shall  consider  as  evidencie  competent  to  be  offered  according  to  the 
usual  rules  of  law. 

Sect.  in.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  of  thead-^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Judges,  at  their  meeting  aforesaid,  within  parti'es"to 
'three  months  from  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  devise  and  direct  notice'nefet 
in  what  manner  and  under  what  circumstances  parties  shall  be  ad-  *?''''  ^^^ 

•         I  1  •  1         •  11  •  1  given,  tec. 

mitted  to  the  said  suit,  and  what  notice  or  notices  shall  be  respec- 
tively given  relating  to  the  same  ;  and  they  shall  have  power  also  to 
direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  to  attend  at  the  said  trial, 
with  such  books,  papers  and  documents  as  they  may  think  fit  to  spe- 
cify, or  he  may  deem  material  to  be  produced  and  consulted  there- 
at ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Judges  to  certify  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  on  the  trial  aforesaid, 
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1 802.     to  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth,  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
^— /— ^   the  next  Legislature. 

Sect.  iv.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  confusion  that  would  arise 

from  issuing  different  warrants  for  the  same  land,  and  to  prevent 

law  suits  in  future  respecting  grants  from  the  Land-Office  under  the 

aforesaid   act  of  April  the  third,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

The  seereta-  ninety-two,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  from  and 

i^nd-office    after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  shall 

a*new  war"'  uot  grant  any  new  warrant  for  land  which  he  has  reason  to  believe 

Snds  for      ^^^th  been  already  taken  up  under  a  former  warrant,  but  in  all  such 

J^tfirnvT    cases  he  shall  cause  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  application  to  be  made, 

already  been  on  which  duplicate  coDy  he  shall  write  his  name,  with  the  day  and  year 

issued '  \vn^£  • 

faeistodoin  in  whicli  it  was  presented,  and  he  shall  file  the  original  in  his  office, 
and  deliver  the  copy  to  the  party  applying :  Provided  always^  That 
on   every  application  so  to  be  made  and  filed,  shall  be  certified  on 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  one  disinterested  witness  that  the  person 
making  such   application,  or   in  whose  behalf  such   application  is 
made,  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  land  applied  for,  and  such  cer- 
tificate shall  mention  also  the  time  when  such  possession  was  taken, 
and  the  application  so  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  force  and  effect,  and  the  same  priority  in  granting  war- 
rants to  actual  settlers,  as  though  the  warrants  had  been  granted  at 
the  time  when  the  applications  were  filed  ;  and  should  the  decision 
of  the  court  and  jury,  at  the  trial  aforesaid,  be   in  favour  of  the 
claims  of  the  actual  settlers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land-Office  shall 
proceed  to  grant  the  warrants,  upon  the  purchase-money  being  paid, 
according  to  the  priority  of  the  applications  filed  in  his  office. 
The  Govern-      Sect.  V.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall 
ed to  appoint  be    lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth  to  appoint  not 
assTst^heAt-  more   than  two  counsel,  learned  in  the  law,  to  assist  the  Attorne}- 
raf^t^said"'  General  at  the  said  trial,  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth. 

ViiaX. 

Passed  2d  April,  180-.— Recorded  i:i  Law  Book  No,  VIII.  page  115. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXVIII. 

An  ACT  to  empoxver  the  Trustees  of  Craxvford  county^  to  erect  a 
suitable  building  for  a  seminary  of  learning  in  the  toxvn  of  Mead- 
ville. 

Sect.  i.  [TRUSTEES  of  seminary  of  learning  at  Mead- 
ville,  appointed  with  powers  to  receive  grants  of  real  and  personal 
pi'operty  for  the  use  thereof,  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  debts 
due  to  the  same.  2.  Before  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  office  to 
give  bond,  &c.  3.  Empowered  to  purchase  a  lot,  erect  a  house 
and  employ  a  teacher  for  the  use  of  said  seminary.  4.  To  place 
the  public  monies  in  some  productive  fund,  and  to  exhibit  their  ac- 
counts annually  to  the  Grand  Jury.] 

Passed  2d  April,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  ^8. 
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CHAPTER  MMCCLXXIX.  1802. 

An  ACT  to  annex  the  township  of  Dunbar^  in  Faijctte  county ^  to 
the  fourth  election  district. 

Sf.ct.    I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonxvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Thetown- 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  Dunbar,  in  bar'urray. " 
the  county  of  Fayette,  shall  be  annexed  to  the  fourth  district ;  and  !"nexed"tir 
the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at  the  school-  decUondls. 
house  in  Connelsville.  '"'^'* 

Passed  5th  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  12o. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXXII. 

An  ACT  to   enlarge   the   March   and  December  terms  in  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

Sect.   i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  coynmonxvecdth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  The  March 
from   and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Maixh  and  December  bei- terms  in 
terms  in  the   Supreme   Court  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  respec-  ofunen^*"^ 
tively  commence  on  the  first  jMondays  of  the  said  months  ;  and  the  ^^s^* 
term  of  March   shall  continue  three  weeks  ;  and  the  term  of  De- 
cember shall  continue  four  weeks  ;  and  the  first  and  last  days  of  the 
said  terms  respectively,  shall  be  return  days  thereof. 

Passed  5ch  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  120. 


CHAPTER  IMMCCI.XXXITI. 

An   ACT  to    authorize  Marcus  Hulings  to  erect  a  toll-bridge  over 
French  creek,  opposite  Turkey-street,  in  the  toxun  of  Franklin. 

Sect.  1.  [^lARCUS  HULIXGS  and  his  heirs  authorized  to 
build  a  bridge  over  French  cretk  in  the  toAvn  of  Franklin ;  and  de- 
mand certain  specified  tolls.  Proviso  that  the  bridge  shall  not  be 
erected  on  private  property,  without  the  owner's  leave,  nor  so  as  to 
injure  the  navigation  of  the  creek.  2.  The  time  within  which  the 
bridge  is  to  be  built,  limited,  &c.  3.  Penalty  for  not  keeping  said 
bridge  in  good  repair,  by  inquisition,  b)'  a  precept  of  a  Justice,  &c. 
and  tolls  to  cease  until  the  bridge  be  repaired.] 

Passed  5th  April,  1802. — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  121. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXXIV. 

An  ACT   to  erect  West-Hanover  toxvnship,  in  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin, into  a  separate  election  district. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,   in  General  Assembly 


1802.    inety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  samey  That, 

^— ^--^    from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  township  of  West-Han- 

wrtownship  o^'<^^)  ^^  the   county  of  Dauphin,  shall  be  a  separate  election  dis- 

iii  Dauphin    tHct ;  and  the  electors  thereof  shall  hold  their  general  elections  at 

county  crec- 

ted  into  a  se- the  housc  now  occupied  bv  Thomas  Smith,  near  Green's  mill,  in 

parate  elec-  •  i  i  •  ' 

-rton  district.  Said  tOWnship. 

Fussed  5th  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  120. 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXXVII. 

An  ACT  for  laying  out^  making  and  keeping  in  repair ^  the  public 
roads  and  highways  xvithin  this  commonwealth^  and  for  laying 
out  private  roads. 

WHEREAS,  the  existing  road  law,  which  was  passed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-two,  directs  that  the  road  tax  shall  be  leyiedon  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  the  property  thereby  made  taxable,  according  to  the 
estimate  thereof  made  for  the  last  county  tax,  assessed  and  levied 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  passed 
the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four and  twenty-five  :  And  whereas  the  act  for  raising  county 
rates  and  levies,  passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety- nine,  establishes  a  mode  of  assessing 
county  rates  and  levies  different  from  that  of  the  act  last  aforesaid, 
by  which  means  it  hath  happened  that  Supervisors  cannot  lawfully 
assess  and  collect  taxes  adequate  to  laying  out,  improving  and  re- 
pairing the  public  roads  or  highways :  Wherefore, 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
Mode  of  pro- mei,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That 
obtain  the  tlic  Justiccs  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  each  county  within 
puWiloTpri!  this  commonwealth,  on  being  petitioned  to  grant  a  view  for  a  public 
vate  roads,  qj.  private  road,  shall  have  power,  and  by  virtue  of  this  act  are  di- 
rected and  required,  as  often  as  they  find  it  needful,  in  open  court, 
to  order  and  appoint  six  discreet  and  reputable  freeholders,  of  the 
inhabitants  near  where  complaint  is  made  for  want  of  a  private  oitj 
public  road  or  highway ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  freeholders'' 
so  appointed,  to  view  the  ground  proposed  for  the  said  road,  and  if 
they,  or  any  five  of  them,  view  the  said  ground,  and  any  four  of  the 
actual  viewers  agree  that  there  is  occasion  for  such  road,  they  shall 
proceed  to  lay  out  the  same,  as  agreeable  to  the  desire  of  the  peti- 
tioners as  may  be,  having  respect  to  the  best  ground  for  a  road,  and 
the  shortest  distance,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  the  least  injury  to 
private  property;  and  shall  make  report  thereof,  stating  particularly 
whether  they  judge  the  same  necessary  for  a  public  or  private  road, 
together  with  a  plot  or  draft  thereof,  and  the  courses  and  distances, 
and  references  to  the  improvements  through  which  it  may  pass,  to 
the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  if  then  and  there  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  said  court  shall  approve  of  the  same,  it  shall,  at  the 
court  next  after  that  to  which  the  report  is  made,  be  entered  on  re- 
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cord,  and   thenceforth  shall  be  taken,  deemed  and  allowed,  as  the     1802* 
case  may  be,  to   be  a  lawful  private  or  public   road  or  highway  ;    ^— s>-»^ 
the  court  shall  direct  of  what  breadth  the  road    shall  be  opened,  ^°e°d5o'' 
which  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  fifty  feet.  lectin 

Sect.   ii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritif  aforesaid^  ^^  ^^^.^^^^^ 
That  the  citizens  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  General  As-  ofthehigh- 
sembly,  shall  on  the  third  Saturday  of  the  month  of  March  next,  annuMy^ 
within  their  respective  townships,  and  annually  thereafter,  elect  by  fn'thlseve-' 


ral  town- 


ps. 


ballot,  two  freeholders  or  other  inhabitants,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  Jhl 
who  shall  be  supervisors  of  the  public  roads  or  highways  for   the 
ensuing  year  :  and  it  shall  be   the  duty  of  the  supervisors  then  in  The  existing 
office,  in  a  summary  way,  before  a  Justice -«f  the  Peace,  under  the  togfven°o! 
penalty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recoverc^d  for  every  neglect  or  refusal,  tjceofsuch 
ten  days  previous  to  the  third  Saturday  in  March,  yearly  and  every  "^3""«''°*" 

.,.  ,  -^     .       •'     ,  --    conducting 

year,  to  cause  written  or  pnnted  notices  to  be  set  up  in  at  least  five  the  same-. 
of  the  most  public  places  Avithin  their  respective  townships,  men- 
tioning the  time  when  and  the  place  where  the  said  election  is  to  be 
held,  which  shall  be  opened  between  the  hours  of  one  and  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  kept  open  until  six  o'clock  of  the  same 
day,  except  in  the  township  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  where  the 
same  shall  be  kept  open  until  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and  two 
reputable  citizens  of  the  township  shall  be  chosen  for  Judges  of  the 
said  election,  who  shall  choose  a  clerk  to  assist  them  in  recording 
and  casting  up  the  votes  ;  the  Judges  shall  declare  the  two  highest  in 
votes  to  be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate  of  the  election,  signed  by 
the  Judges,  shall  by  them  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  supervisors 
then  in  office,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  deliver  the  said  certificate 
into  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  annually,  and  to  inform  the 
supervisors  so  chosen,  of  their  having  been  elected  and  returned, 
who  shall  be  the  supervisors  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  if  any  su- 
pervisor or  supervisors  so  elected,  or  who  shall  be  appointed  as  here- 
in after  directed,  being  duly  notified  of  his  election  or  appointment 
as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  upon  him  or  themselves  Penalty  fcr 
the  said  office,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  he  or  they  so  ne-  seiv"."^  ** 
glecting  or  refusing,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  to  be  applied  towards  re- 
pairing the  public  roads  or  highways  within  the  township  in  which 
such  supervisor  resides. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthoritij  aforesaid,  Hovrtempo- 
That  if  any  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  public  roads  and  high-  cfe^^^  *«" 
ways,  so  as  aforesaid  chosen,  shall  refuse,  neglect,  die  or  remove '"'^"i'^''^- 
out  of   the   township  where  any  township  shall  have  no  supervi- 
sor, residing  therein,  it  shall  be  the   duty  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions,  to  appoint  a  successor  or  suc- 
cessors to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacancies;  and  such  supervisor  or 
supervisors  so  appointed,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  powers 
and  authorities,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  the  supervi- 
sors elected  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  at  the  election  for  choosing  supervisors  for  each  township  re-  counts  of 
spectively,  the  electors  shall,  and  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  gXg^out'of 
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1802.    to  elect  by  ballot,  four  capable  and  discreet  freeholders  or  inhabi- 
tants, qualified  to  elect  as  aforesaid,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  settle 
and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  whose  time 
of  holding  the  office  is  then  about  to  expire,  and  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  have  served  the  office  of  supervisor  or  supervisors  the  pre- 
ceding year,  shall  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  yearly,  or  within 
ten  days  thereafter,  produce  fair  and  clear  accounts  of  all  such  sums 
of  money  by  him  or  them  expended  on  the  highways,  and  of  all 
sums  of  money  by  him  or  them  received  by  virtue  of  any  assess- 
ment or  otherwise,  and  of  all  fines  and  penalties  due  from  themselves 
and  others,  which  have  come  into  his  or  their  hands,  which  accounts 
shall  be  entered  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  attested 
by  him  or  them,  on  oath  or  affirmiation,   before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  if  the  freeholders,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  require  the 
same ;  and  the  said  freeholders  or  inhabitants,  so  chosen  to  settle 
the  accounts  aforesaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  have  full  power 
to  adjust  and  settle  such  accounts  so  produced  to  them  as  aforesaid, 
vheietiiey  and  to  allow  such  sums  and  charges  as  they  think  reasonable  ;  and 
to^vhomThe  if  there  shall  appear  to  be  any  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
thei'r^ands    pcrsou  or  persous  who  have  served  as  supervisor  or  surpervisors  as 
K^Uove^r;     aforesaid,  they  shall,  by  order  in  writing,  signed  by  them,    or  any 
three  of  them,  direct  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  succeeding  super- 
sird  where     visor  or  supcrvisors  ;  but  in  case  such  persons  who  shall  have  served 
how  to'b'e'    as  supervisor  or  supervisors,  shall  be  found  to  be  in  advance  for  mo- 
rfcimburscd ;  j^-^g  expended  on  the  public  roads,  and  shall  have  carefully  collected 
the  sums  of  money  assessed  and  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  then 
the  said  freeholders  or  inhabitants  so  chosen  to  settle  the  accounts 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  in  like  manner  order  the 
succeeding  supervisor  or  supervisors  to  reimburse  the  same,  as  soon 
niodeof       as  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  shall  come  into  their  hands  ;  and  if  any 
^stjMateor   persoH  Or  pcrsous  who  shall  have  served  in  the  office  of  supervisor 
su^nrlsors    shall  ueglcct  or  refuse  to  make  up  and  produce  fair  and  just  accounts 
tbefr  au-       ^^  aforcsaid,  or  having  made  up  and  produced  such  accounts,   shall 
counts.         neglect  or  refuse  forthwith  to  pay  the  monies  which  he  or  they  shall 
have  been  ordered  to  pay  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  give  up  the  books 
wherein  an  account  of  such  monies  have  been  entered,  to  their  suc- 
cessors, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  on  com- 
plaint to  him  made  by  the  said  freeholders  or  inhabitants  so  chosen 
to  settle  the  accounts  aforesaid,  or  by  any  three  of  them,   to  com- 
mit such  delinquent  or  delinquents  to  the  county  gaol  until  he  or 
they  shall  comply  as  aforesaid,  or  be  otherwise  legally  discharged. 
supeivisoi-s        Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid^ 
RpectlJe'      That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of  public  roads  and 
'T«''aud*°  highways  of  the  respective  townships  in  this  commonwealth,  to  as- 
levyatax     sess  and  levy  a  tax  on  all  property,   real  and  personal,  and  on  all 
ceed haita     such  profcssious,  trades  and  occupations  as  ai'e  made  taxable  by  the 
dou*ar  on  the  "  -^^t   for  assessiug  couuty   rates   and   levies,"   passed  April  the 
propmy!  °^  eleventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  not  exceed- 
&c-       '      ing  half  a  cent  in  the  dollar,  on  the  real  value  of  all  such  property, 
real  and  personal,  and  the  estimation  of  the  annual  profits  of  all 
trades,  professions  and  occupations  made  taxable  by  the  aforesaid 
act ;    and  in  assessing  ;ind  levying  the  aforesaid  tax,  the  supervisor? 


sliali  take  to  their  assi&fance  the  township  assessor  for  the  time  being,  1 802. 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  furnish  a  correct  copy  of  the  last  valuation  ^ — »-— ^ 
of  property  in  said  township,  and  to  give  his  assistance  in  making  ^"eiV^aMis- 
the  said  assessment ;  and  the  amount  of  taxable  property,  trades,  '='"'^'=  t*?^ 

r        •  J  •  1H1  .-  ri/7  1  township 

proiessions  and  occupations,  shall  be  taken  Irom  the  last  return  of  assessor: 
taxable  jjroperty  made  in  the  township  for  the  last  county  tax,  and  howsaiSux 
apportioned  on  the  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  the  last  corrected  ap-  "orti^X 
portionment  of  the  county  taxes,  put  into  the  hands  of  the  township 
collectors ;  and  if  any  land  or  other  property  which  might  have 
been  overlooked  by,  or  concealed  from  the  township  assessor,  in 
taking  the  return  of  taxable  property  for  the  assessment  of  county 
taxes,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supervisors,  it  shall  be  their 
duty,  with  the  assistance  of  the  township  assessor,  to  tax  the  said 
property,  whether  real  or  personal,  agreeable  to  a  reasonable  valua- 
tion ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors,   either  by  them-  and  coikct- ! 
selves  or  by  a  proper  person  duly  authorized  by  them,  to  collect  the  "*' 
said  tax,  and  in  so  doing,   to  call  for  it  at  the  usual  residence  or 
place  of  abode  of  the  inhabitants,  if  it  is  not  otherwise  paid  ;   and 
if  a  collector  is   appointed,  the   supervisors   shall   be   accountable 
for  the  faithful  collection  of  the   tax  :  Provided  ahvai/s^  That  it  ^^ ,  ^^ 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  supervisors  first  to  call  upon  the  inhabi-  worked  out. 
tants  of  their  respective  townships,  by  advertisement  or  otherwise, 
who  are  taxed  as  aforesaid,  to  attend  at  such  times  and  places  as  they 
may  direct,  so  as  to  give  the  said  taxable  inhabitants  a  full  opportU" 
ility  to  work  out  their  respective  taxes,  but  upon  their  neglect  or  re- 
fusal so  to  do,   then  the   said  supervisors  to  proceed  to  collect  the 
taxes  as  is  otherwise  directed  by  this  act. 

Sect.   vi.  Ajid  be  it  Jicrther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Modeof 
That  if  any  person  so  taxed,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  same  [h^paymfnt 
within  twenty  days  after  being  called  upon  therefor,  it  shall  be  the  ofti^e^x; 
duty  of  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  to  obtain  a  warrant  from  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  (who  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  grant  such  warrant)  and  to  levy  upon  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  ;  and  in  case  such  per- 
son shall  not  within  ten  days  after  svich  levy  is  made,   pay  the  sum 
or  sums  on  him  or  her  assessed,  together  with  the  charges  of  making 
such  levy,  that  then  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  may  proceed 
to  sell  the  goods  so  levied  on,  and  out  of  the  monies  arising  from 
such  sale,  to  pay  the  tax  and  all  costs  accruing,  rendering  to  the 
owner  the   overplus,  if  any  shall  remain:    Provided  nevertheless,  ^ny^^eifm 
That  if  any  person   or  persons  shall  find  him,  her  or  themselves  sgff  Lglnw^ 
aggrieved  with  such  assessment,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Justices,  ^^^^^''^^'^ 
at  the  Court  of   Quarter  Sessions  next  after  such  levy  being  made, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  party  aggrieved,  to  take  such  order  thereon, 
as  to  them  shall  be  thought  expedient,  and  the  same  shall  conclude 
and  bind  all  parties ;  and  the  supervisor  or  supervisors,  in  case  of 
such  appeal,  shall  forbear  to  make  sale  of  the  property  so  as  afore- 
said levied  on,  until  the  said  appeal  be  determined  in  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions. 

Sect.  vii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^^^^^^^^^ 
That  if  the  proportion  of  tax  assessed  on  unseated  lands  in  any  j'^f^^^'J'^'"' 
township,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  not  paid,  to  the  supervisors,  by  or  .msuated 
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1802.     for  tlie  owners  of  said  lands,  within  six  dars.  after  the  supervisors 
have  proceeded  to  collect  the  tax  from  the  inhabitants,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  supervisors  to  make  out  a  fair  transcript  of  the  amount 
of  the  tax  remaining  unpaid  and  due  on  the  several  tracts  of  unseated 
lands  within  their  respective  townships,  to  which  transcript  the  su- 
pervisors shall  sign  their  names,  and  they  shall  deliver  the  same  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  county,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the   said 
transcript,  the  county  commissioners  shall  give  unto  the  supervisors 
an  order  on  the  county  treasurer  for  the  amount  of  the  taxes  re- 
maining due  on  the  unseated  lands  in  their  township,  [which  order 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  taxes   forthwith  ;]  and  the  county 
commissioners  aforesaid  are  hereby  directed  and   required,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  transcript  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  recover  the  taxes  due 
on  unseated  lands  for  public  roads  and  highways,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  Avith  the  same  authority  as  the  county  taxes  are  or  shall  be 
by  law  directed   to  be  recovered,  and  shall  cause  the  proceeds  of 
the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  to  reimburse  the  money 
paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  roads  and  highways.  , 
The  tenants       Sect.  VIII.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  bij  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
dentfuabie  That  the  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  persons  residing  on  lands  owned 
but  may  de'   by  persons  not  residing  in  the  township,  his,  her  or  their  goods,  shall 
of  their"^'    be  liable  to  be  levied  on  in  manner  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of 
rent ;  gaid  taxes ;  and  where  any  tenant  or  tenants  shall   have  taken,  or 

hereafter  may  take  a  lease  of  lands  or  tenements  for  one  or  more 
years,  and  of  which  the  tenant  shall  be  in  possession  at  the  time  of 
assessing  or  levying  the  tax  for  public  roads  and  highways,  and  shall 
pay  the  rate  hereby  imposed  on  the  said  lands  or  tenements  so  leas- 
ed, in  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  tenant  or  tenants  to  deduct 
the  tax  out  of  the  rent  due,  or  to  become  due,    or  to  recover  the 
same  from  the  ov/ner  or  owners,  by  action  of  debt,  with  costs  of 
between""^  suit :  Provided  however^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
ten^nTnoT**  construed  as  to  impair  or  make  void  any  contract  between  landlord 
tobe  impair-  and  tenant,  respecting  the  payment  of  the  road  tax. 

Sect,  ix.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  aforesaid^ 
That  the  supervisors  of  the  public  roads  or  highways  of  the  several 
townships  within  this  commonwealth,  shall  have  power,  and  they 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  hire  and  employ  a  sufficient 
number  of  hands  to  make,  open  and  repair  all  the  public  roads 
within  their  respective  townships,  which  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  proper  county,  have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  de- 
clared public  roads  or  highways,  and  to  purchase  wood  and  all  other 
materials  necessary  for  that  purpose,  to  oversee  and  direct  the  la- 
bourers, and  to  take  care  that  the  said  roads  be  forthwith  effectually 
opened,  cleared  and  amended. 

Sect.  x.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

\a^ds"  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  aforesaid,  or  for 

Swa/s*^  ^^y  °^^^'"  person  by  order  and  direction  of  the  supervisor  or  super- 

open'drai'ns  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^'  ^u  any  lands  adjoining  or  lying  near  to  the  public 

'ff  v^''^"'^  T02id  and  highways  within  their  respective  townships,  and  to  cut  or 

water,  hx.    open  such  drains  or  ditches  through  the  same,  as  he  or  they  shall 

judge  necessary  to  carry  off  and  drain  the  water  from  such  roads, 

provided  the  same  be  done  with  as  little  injury  as  may  be  to.the 
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owner  of  such  lands  ;  which  drains  or  ditches  shall  be  kept  open  by  1802. 
the  supervisors,  if  necessary  for  amending  the  said  road,  and  shall 
not  be  stopped  or  injured  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  or  by  any  other 
person  or  persons,  under  the  penalty  of  an}'  sum  not  exceeding  "^K^^?^  ,.- 
twenty  nor  less  than  four  dollars,  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  re- 
covered on  conviction  thereof,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  proper  county,  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sect.  xi.  A7ici  be  it  further  enacted  Inj  the  authority  aforesaid^  They  mzy 
That  ,the   supervisors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  enter  for'thepar- 
upon  any  grounds  adjoining  or  lying  near  the  said  public  road  or  inggriveiT 
highway  so  to  l)e  opened,  made  or  repaired  within  their  respective  ^^^^ilh^^ 
townships,  and  to   dig  or  cause  to  be   dug,  anv  gravel,  sand   or  ro-^''^ ;  , 

r    '  o  _  O'  .     t)  7  but  with  as 

Stones,  or  to  gather  any  loose  stones  lymg  on  the  said  lands,  as  he  lutie  da- 
or  they  shall  think  necessary  for  the  purposes   aforesaid,  provided  may^eto 
that  the  same  be  done  with  as  little  damage  as  may  be  to  the  own-  andt.Tpay' 
ers  of  such  lands,  and  the  said  materials  to  carry  off  without  let,  j^™/?""  "^^ 
hindrance  or  controul  of  the  owners,  he  or  they  the  said  supervisor 
or   supervisors,  paying  or  tendering  to  the    owner  or  owners  so 
much  money  as  they  shall  agree  upon,  for  the  same  ;   and  if  the  su-  how  the 
pervisor  or  supervisors  and  the  owners  cannot  agree  on  the  price  of  ^f'^i^g^''^!" 
the  materials  so  wanted  for  making  or  repairing  the  roads  as  afore-  "^"^r'"*^^ 
said,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  so  much  money  shall  be  paid  by  panies  c.m- 
the  said  supervisors  respectively,  as   any  three    freeholders  of  the 
township  where  such  public  road  or  highway  doth  lie,  to  be  chosen 
bv  the  parties,  shall,  or  any  two  of  them,  estimate  and  adjudge  to 
be  the  value  of  the  materials  so  wanted  for  repairing  the  said  roads 
in, the  respective  townships  aforesaid. 

Sect.  xii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Penalty  on 
That  all  and  every  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  highways,  v/ho  tbr^'negieTt- 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  and  perform  his  or  their  duty,  as  di-  [l^f^'^hfs^'^' 
rected  by  this  act  (and  for  which  penalties  are  not  otherwise  herein  ^^'y  > 
provided)  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  four  dollars,  nor 
exceeding  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way,  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  to  be  applied  towards  repair- 
ing the  public  roads  and  highways  within  the  respective  towndhips 
where  such  fines   and   penalties  are  incurred:  Provided  hoivever  ^  avpe3.ia.i. 
That  if  any   supervisor  or  supervisors  shall  conceive  himself  or  °^^  * 
themselves  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
or  they  may  appeal,  by  petition,  to  the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, who  shall  take  such  order  thereon,  as  to  them  shall  appear 
just  and  reasonable,  and  the  same  shall  be  conclusive. 

Sect.  xiir.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^^n^^^y  on. 
That  if  any  person  working  on  any  road  or  highway,  or  being  with  worUmgon 
him,  shall  ask  money  or  reward,  or  shall  by  any  means  whatsoever,  Lking^or^^^ 
extort  or  endeavour  to  extort  any  money  or  other  thing,  of  or  from  nfoneyric 
any  person  travelling  upon  any  public  road  or  highway,  he  shall  for  f^j"*"*^*^" 
every  such  offence  pay  to  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  said 
township,  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  to  be  recovered  by  the  supervisors, 
or  either  of  them,  in  a  summary  way,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  respective  county,  to  be  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  roads ; 
and  in  case  any  supervisor  shall  connive  at  any  person  so  asking, 
demanding  or  contriving  so  to  extort  from  travellers  as  aforesaid, 
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1802.    or  shall  himself  extort  or  endeavour  to  extort  money,  drink,  or  other 
**•— »-— ^  thing  from  travellers  or  any  traveller  as  aforesaid,  every  such  su- 
pervisor shall  pay  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  with  costs 
of  suit,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half 
to  and  for  the  repair  of  the  roads  within  such  township. 
How  indi-         SccT.  XIV.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
to  "ecom-^    That  if  a  public  road  or  highway  shall  be  carried  through  any  land 
Samagl^sus'-^  whercby  the  owner  shall  receive  damage,  the  person  who  sustains 
I^asonot  a    ^^^^  damage,  may  within  one  year,  but  not  afterwards,  make  a  re- 
pubiicroad    presentation,  by  petition,  of  the  damage  he  has  sustained,  to  the 
through        Ck)urt  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  said  court  shall  appoint  six  dis- 
^  '     interested  men  to  view  and  adjudge  the  amount  of  the  damage  (if 
any)  sustained,  and  the  said  amount  shall  be  paid,  after  being  ap- 
proved of  by  the  court,  by  the  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties 
out  of  the  county  stock  :  Provided  ahvai/s^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  viewers,  in  assessing  damages,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
advantages  derived  from  such  said  road  passing  through  the  land 
of  the  complainant. 
Peiiaitjfor        Sect.  XV.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritu  aforesaid^ 

commuting  *'  i-ii  i  r    ^  • 

nuisances  on  That  II  any  pcrsou  or  persons  shall  stop  or  obstruct  any  oi  the  pub- 
ways!^        lie  roads  or  highways  laid  out  agreeably  to  law,  or  shall  commit  any 
nuisance  thereon,  by  felling  trees,  making  fences,  or  by  turning  the 
road,  or  by  any  other  way  whereby  the  road  or  highway  may  suffer 
damage,  and  do  not,  on  notice  given  by  the  supervisor  of  the  proper 
township,  remove  the  nuisance  or  repair  the   damage  forthwith, 
such  person  or  persons  shall  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  in  a 
sum  not  exceeding  forty  dollars,  nor  less  than  ten  dollars,  as  the 
case  may  require,  to  be  recovered  before  one  of  the  nearest  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  the  proper  county,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  re- 
moving of  the  said  nuisances,  or  repairing  the  injury  or  damage 
which  the  road  or  highway  may  have  so  sustained,  and  the  surplus 
(if  any)  to  be  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  roads  in  the  respective 
townships  :  Provided  always.  That  the  same  appeal  shall  be  allowed 
to  any  person  or  persons  fined  as  aforesaid,  as  is  provided  by  the 
twelfth  section  of  this  act. 
Roads  laij         Sect.  XVI.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
dwisi'on'^nne  That  in  cases  where  any  road  has  been  laid  on  the  line  which  di- 
shf  M  to"bI"  vides  two  townships,  or  may  hereafter  be  so  laid,  the  said  road  shall 
kept  in  re-     bg  made,   amended  or  repaired,  as  the  case  may  require,  at  the 
joint  ex-      joint  expcusc  of  both  of  the  townships  on  whose  division  line  the 
tooSS!"        road  is  laid ;  and  in  case  the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  one  of  the 
said  toXvnships  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  join  with  and  assist  the 
supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  other  township,  in  opening,  amend- 
ing or  repairing  any  such  road,  such  supervisor  or  supervisors  so 
neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  if  he 
or  they  had  neglected  or  refused  to  open,  amend  or  repair,  any  pub- 
lic road  or  highway  within  his  or  their  respective  township,  and 
the  supervisor  or  supervisors  of  the  other  township,  is  hereby  di- 
rected and  required  to  open,  amend  and  repair  the  said  road,  and 
to  charge  the  aforesaid  supervisor  or  supervisors  so  refusing  and 
neglecting,  with  one  half  of  the  monies  expended  on  such  road,  and 
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to  recover  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  to  be  brought  against  such"   1802. 
supervisor  or  supervisors  so  neglecting.  *— v— ' 

Sect.  xvii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  pf^o^ds 

_,,  ,..,»'..  r  "^  ^      ^u     leading  from 

That  upon  apphcation,  by  petition,  ot  any  person  or  persons,  to  the  thepubUe 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  for  a  road  from  the  plantation  or  dwel-  thl'habua" 
ling  house  of  such  person  or  persons,  to  or  from  the  public  high-  di^"duab^" 
way,  or  to  any  place  of  necessary  public  resort,  the  aforesaid  jus- 
tices shall,  in  open  court,  and  not  otherwise,  order  and  direct  a  view 
of  the  place  where  the  road  is  requested  to  be  laid  out,  and  a  re- 
turn thereof  to  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  directed 
in  this  act;  and  if  such  road  is  found  to  be  necessary,  the  said  Jus- 
tices of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  shall  further  order  and  di- 
rect of  what  breadth  the  said  road  shall  be,  so  as  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  twenty-five  feet,  and  such  road  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
court :  Provided  hoxvever^  That  the  said  road  shall  be  opened  and 
kept  in  repair  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  person  or  persons  at 
whose  request  the  same  was  granted  and  laid  out,  and  of  such  as 
have  occasion  to  travel  to  and  from  their  dwelling  houses  on  the  said 
road  ;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  such  road  shall  be  carried  through 
any  man's  ground,  the  damage  sustained  thereby  by  the  owner  or 
owners,  shall  be  valued  in  the  manner  before  directed  in  this  act, 
and  paid  for  by  the  person  or  persons  at  whose  request  the  road  was 
granted  and  laid  out,  and  of  those  who  use  the  same  as  a  common 
road  to  and  from  their  own  dwellings. 

Sect,  xviii.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  otu^nsins 
That  if  the  owners  of  the  improved  land  through  which  any  such  grKs^dn^sucfai 
private  road  is  laid  out,  or  the  owners  of  other  land  through  which  a^o^'sak 
it  is  carried,  are  desirous  to  hang  a  swinging  gate  or  gates  upon 
such  roads  as  are  only  granted  for  the  use  of  one  or  moi-e  private 
families,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  court,  on  ap- 
plication, by  petition  to  them  made,  to  appoint  six  persons,  in  the 
manner  herein  before  directed  for  laying  out  roads,  to  enquire  and 
judge  whether  such  gate  or  gates  may  without  much  inconveniency 
to  the  persons  for  whose  use  the  road  was  granted,  be  hung  on  the 
same,  and  if  the  persons  appointed  to  view  the  place,  or  any  four  ot 
them,  shall  certify  to  the  justices  of  the  court  aforesaid,  that  a  gate 
or  gates  may  be  hung  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  party,  without 
much  inconveniency  to  the  person  or  persons  using  the  road,  the 
Justices  shall  order  that  a  gate  or  gates  may  be  hung  thereon  ac- 
cordingly, and  that  the  same  sh:Ul  be  made  and  kept  in  repair  by 
the  owner  of  the  said  land,  and  made  easy  for  the  passage  of  per- 
sons using  the  said  road. 

Sect.  xix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^rh'ateor^ 
That  the  several  Courts  of  Quarter   Sessions,  in  their  respective  public  roads 
counties,  shall  have  authority,  upon  application,  by  petition  to  them  deenied«s^ 
made,  to  enquire  of  and  to  vacate  any  private  or  public  road  or  ''^^'' 
highway,  or  any  part  of  such  road  or  highway  which   they  shall    ^ 
judge  to  be  useless,  inconvenient  and  burthensome,  and  the  said 
court  shall  proceed  therein  by  views  thereof,  in  like  manner  as  they 
are  authorized  to  do,  and  as  is  usually  practised  in  laying  out  ot 
public  roads  and  highways;  and  the  judgment  of   the   Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  shall  be  effectual  and  conclusive  in  the  premises. 
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if  the  same  be  not  appealed  from  within  six  months  from  and  after 
the  giving  of  such  judgment ;  the  application  aforesaid  shall  be 
made  in  writing,  signed  by  the  persons  applying,  and  shall  set  forth 
in  a  clear  and  intelligible  manner,  the  length,  breadth,  situation,  and 
other  circumstances  of  such  road  or  highway,  or  of  the  part  thereof 
which  those  applying  desire  to  have  laid  aside  and  vacated  as  afore- 
said, and  such  application  shall  be  audibly  read  twice  in  open  ses- 
sions, on  the  different  days  of  the  sessions  whereat  it  was  made  j 
and  no  other  or  further  proceeding  shall  be  had  thereon,  but  the 
same  shall  be  adjourned  till  the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
when  the  same  shall  again  be  openly  and  audibly  read  twice,  on 
several  days,  before  the  court  proceed  thereon :  Provided  ahvaysy 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  understood  to  give  authority  to 
any  of  the  said  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  or  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  vacate  any  lan-e,  street  or  highway  within  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  within  any  borough,  town  plot,  or  any  town  or  village  in 
this  state,  which  hath  been  laid  out  by  the  late  proprietaries,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons,  and  dedicated  to  public  use,  nor  to  va- 
cate any  cart-way  laid  out  by  order  of  court,  nor  any  road  or  pas- 
sage claimed  by  any  person  as  his  or  her  private  right,  and  which 
cart-way,  road-way  or  passage,  is  not  repairable  at  the  charge  of 
the  township  or  district,  nor  to  rivers  or  streams  of  water. 

Sect.  xx.  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors,  and  they  are  hereby  en- 
joined and  required,  in  making  and  repairing  the  public  roads  or 
highways,  to  make  and  maintain  sufficient  causeways,  of  stone,  or 
timber,  or  marshy  or  swampy  grounds,  and  also  make  and  main- 
tain sufficient  bridges  over  ail  small  creeks  and  rivulets  and  deep 
gullies,  where  the  same  shall  be  necessary  for  the  ease  and  safety  of 
travellers ;  and  where  a  small  creek,  over  which  a  bridge  may  be 
necessary,  happens  to  be  a  boundary  or  division  line  of  two  town- 
ships, the  bridge  shall  be  built  and  maintained  by  the  supervisors  of 
both  townships  respectively,  at  the  equal  expense  of  the  said  town- 
ships, in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  this  act  with  respect  to 
the  making  and  repairing  of  public  roads  and  higliways  which  may 
be  the  division  line  of  townships. 

[Sect.  xxi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whore  a  river,  creek  or  rivulet,  over  which  it  is  necessary  to 
erect  a  bridge,  crosses  a  public  road  or  highway,  and  the  erecting  of 
such  bridge  requires  more  expense  than  it  is  reasonable  that  one 
township,  or  two  adjoining  townships  should  bear,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  they  are 
hereby  enjoined  and  required,  on  the  representation  of  the  super- 
visor or  supervisors,  or  on  the  petition  and  at  the  request  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  townships,  to  order  a  view, 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  laying  out  roads  and  high- 
ways ;  and  if  on  the  report  of  the  said  view,  it  appears  to  the  court, 
grand  jury,  and  commissioners,  that  such  a  bridge  is  necessary,  and 
would  be  too  expensive  for  the  township  or  townships  to  erect,  it 
shall  be  entered  on  record,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  to  procure  an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
of  the  money  which  will  be  necessary  to  erect  such  bridge,  and  the 
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commissioners  of  the  county  shall  provide  the  same  out  of  the  coun-  1 802. 
ty  taxes,  and  proceed  forthwith  to  have  such  bridge  erected,  by  con-  ^•'-w^ 
tract  or  otherwise,  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  expedient ;  and  such 
bridge,  when  so  erected,  shall  be  inspected  by  six  fit  persons,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  agree- 
ably to  whose  report  it  shall  be  approved  or  disapproved  by  the 
court,  and  if  approved,  the  money  shall  be  paid  agreeably  to  con- 
tract, or  damages  in  favour  of  the  county  awarded,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court. 

Sect.  xxii.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Rvei^wsof 
That  in  all  cases  wherein  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  is  authorized  brtdgeTto  be 
to  grant  a  view  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  or  vacating  roads,  or  m^t'be'a"" 
respecting  bridges,  the   Justices  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  P'|t^in°a 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  on  application  to  them  made  for  limited  time, 
that  purpose,  to  grant  a  re-view  of  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the     -'' 
parties  applying :   Provided,  That  application  is  made  therefor  at 
the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  after  report  has  been  made  on 
the  first  view. 

Sect,  xxiii.  Ajidbe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritu  aforesaid,  compensa- 
1  hat  the  township  assessor  shall  receive  irpm  the  supervisors,  any  si^ip  assess- 

!•  1    11  r  1  1  1      11    1  -1      ors,  supervi- 

sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  tor  every  day  he  shall  be  necessarily  sors  and  road 
employed  in  assessing  the  tax  directed  by  this  act,  and  that  the  su-  ^'^^^"• 
pervisors  shall  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  any 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  respectively,  for  every  d^y  they 
shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their 
office,  except  for  collecting  the  road  tax,  for  which  they  shall 
be  allowed  the  amount  of  five  cents  out  of  every  dollar  they 
shall  so  collect  or  cause  to  be  collected,  and  no  more  ;  and  the  free- 
holders or  other  inhabitants  who  shall  be  directed  to  view  public 
roads  or  highways,  shall  each  of  them,  for  every  day  they  are  ne- 
cessarily employed  in  that  service,  receive  from  the  county  treasurer 
One  dollar,  on  producing  a  certificate  from  the  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  that  such  service  was  performed  by  them ; 
the  surveyor  shall  be  found  and  paid  by  the  persons  applying  for  the 
view ;  and  the  expense  of  views  of  private  roads,  and  of  reviews 
of  private  or  public  roads,  shall  be  wholly  paid  by  the  parties  ap- 
plying for  the  same. 

Sect.  xxiv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Direi^iou 
That  the  supervisors  within  the  respective  townships,  shall  cause  dieted  ^ 
posts  to  be  erected,  -w^here  trees  are  not  convenient,  at  the  intersec-  roadslntw-" 
tion  of  all  public  roads,  Avith  boards  and  an  index-hand  pointing  to  ^^\^^l 
the  direction  of  such  road,  on  both  sides  whereof  shall  be  inscrib- 
ed,  in  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  town,  village  or  place  to 
which  such  road  leads,  and  the  distance  thereof  in  computed  miles; 
and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  wilfully  injure,  deface  or  de- 
stroy any  such  posts  or  index-boards,  the  person  or  persons  so  of- 
fending  shall,  on   conviction   thereof,  before   any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  proper  county,  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars,  one  half  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  informer  or  informers, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  townships 
wherein  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
repairs  of  the  roads  in  such  toM'nships. 

Vol.  III.  3  U 
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Sect.  xxr.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Thiit  .11  1  ws  heretofore  enacted  for  the  laying  out,  opening,  making, 
amenciing  or  repairing  of  public  or  private  roads  or  highways,  w 
for  the  making  and  repairing  of  bridges,  other  than  turnpike  roads 
and  streets,  roads,  lanes,  alleys  and  bridges,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
dJphia  and  other  corporate  towns,  are  hereby  repealed  and  made 
\'  d  :  Provided  alxvays^  That  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  interfere  with  any  special  provision  heretofore  made 
by  law,  respt  cting  the  county  of  Philadelphia.   (^J 

Passed  6th  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No,  VIII.  page  166. 


fxj  Supervisors  of  Chester  and 
Lancaster  counties  to  recover  fines 
lieretofore  appropriated  to  tlie  poor,  and 
appropriate  tliem  to  the  repair  of  the 
higliways.  Act  of  4th  April,  1803, 
(chap.  238r,  sect.  7.)  So,  of  York  coun- 
ty,  by  act  of  6th  Feb'y,  1804,  (chap. 
2413,  sect.  18,)  of  Delaware,  by  act 
of  13th  Feb'y,  1804,  (chap.  2419,  sect. 
16.)  of  Dauphin,  by  act  of  28th  March, 
1806,  (chap.  2701,  sect.  18,)  of  Frank- 
lin  county,  by  actof  llth  March,  1807, 
(ciiap.  2766,  sect.  13,)  of  Bucks  coun- 
ty, by  act  of  10th  April,  1807,  (chap. 
2845,  sect.  14,)  of  Oxford  and  Lower 
Dublin  townships  in  the  county  of  Phi- 
ladeljjhia,  by  act  of  llth  April,  1807, 
(chap.  2852,  sect.  17.) 

And,  by  an  act  passed  20th  Feb'y, 
1804,  (chap.  2422,)  all  fines,  penalties 
and  forfeitures,  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  overseers  of  the  po<)r,  where  there 
is  no  poor  supported  at  the  expense  of 
the  township,  or  where  a  surplus  re- 
mains in  their  h.inds,  after  paying  the 
expenses  that  may  arise  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  it  shall  be  their  du- 
ty, under  the  same  penalty  as  is  pro- 
tided  in  other  cases,  to  pay  over  such 
sums  as  remain  unexpended  in  their 
hands  at  the  settlement  of  their  accounts 
to  ihe  supervisors  of  the  highways,  to 
be  applied  to  the  public  roads  in  the  re- 
spective townships,  unless  the  town- 
sliip  auditors  shall  judge  it  necessary, 
that  the  whole  or  part  thereof  be  re- 
tained as  a  fund  for  liie  use  of  the 
poop. 

By  an  act  passed  3d  Ajirll,  1804, 
(chap,  2508,)  a  mode  of  proceeding'  is 
directed  to  determine  the  expediency 
of  o|)cning  public  roads,  street.?,  &c. 
within  the  Norchern  Liberties,  and 
district  of  Swjthwark;  and  allowing 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  the 
frround  through  whicii  such  road  may 
pass  ;  and  prescribes  the  mode  of  de- 
termining such  compensation,  and  by 
whom  it  shall  be  paid. 

See  also  the  act  fir  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  districts  adjoining,  &c.  passed  25th 
-March,  1805,  (chap.  2569,)    by  which 


the  Qiiarter  Sessions  ot  Philadelphia 
county,  are  empowered  to  grant  views 
of  and  for  opening  streets,  &c.  within 
the  city ;  and  the  mode  of  compensa- 
tion is  prescribed,  &c. 

By  an  act  passed  3d  April,  1809,  the 
several  Courts  of  Qiiarter  Sessions  in 
their  respective  counties,  shall,  upon 
application  to  them  being  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  a  new  road,  or  of 
vacating  or  changing  the  route  of  an 
old  road,  proceed  therein  by  views  and 
reviews,  in  like  manner  as  has  been 
practised  in  laying  out  public  roads  or 
highways  now  in  force  ;  that  in  addition 
to  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  view- 
ers, they  shall  be  authorized  when  they 
lay  out  a  new  road,  or  change  the 
route  of  an  old  road,  to  vacate  the 
whole  of  the  old  road,  or  any  part 
thereof,  as  circumstances  may  render 
the  one  or  the  other  necessary;  a>id 
make  report  of  their  proceedings  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  now  done  ii;  cases 
of  views  and  reviews  :  Provided  always. 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  road, 
or  part  of  a  road  vacated  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  shut 
up  or  stopped,  until  the  road  or  part 
of  road  so  laid  out  to  supply  the  place 
thereof,  shall  be  actually  opened. 

Sect,  2.  The  viewers  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  14t!»  section  of  the 
act  in  the  text,  to  ascertain  the  da- 
mages sustained  by  individuals  from 
public  roads  laid  out  through  their 
lands,  shall  each  of  them,  before  they 
proceed  to  assess  the  said  damages, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some 
Judge,  Alderman  or  Justice,  justly  and 
truly  to  value  the  same,  and  also  to 
consider  the  advantage  as  well  as  dis- 
advantage of  the  said  road. 

By  aft  act  passed  30th  March,  1811, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  respective  counties,  on  re- 
ceiving the  transcripts  of  road  taxes  due 
on  unseated  lands,  which  the  supervi- 
sors of  the  different  townships  are,  by 
the  existing  laws  required  to  furnish, 
to  issue  their  order  to  the  coun-^y  irea- 
surer  fur  the  amount  thereof,  and  also 
immediately  to  trasmit  copies  thereof 
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to  tlie  said  Treasurer,  who  is  hereby 
required  to  enter  them  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  j  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Treasurer  on  re- 
ceiving the  said  taxes,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  not  before,  to  pay  over  tlie 
amount  thereof  to  the  supervisors,  who 
shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  the 
same  :  Provided,  That  no  land  shall  be 
sold  for  road  taxes  until  twelve  months 
after  the  said  transcripts  have  been  de- 
livered to  the  Treasurers  aforesaid,  and 
notice  given  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  second  section  of  an  act  direct- 
ing'the  mode  of  selling  unseated  lands 
for  taxes,  passed  3d  April,  1804,  (chap. 
2503,)  provided  also  that  so  much  of 
the  existing  road  lav/s  as  requires  the 
Treasurers  to  pay  the  amount  of  road 
taxes  due  on  unseated  lands  to  the  su- 
pervisors immediately  on  the  orders  of 
the  commissioners  being  presented  to 
tljem,  be,  and  tiie  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. (See  sect.  7,  of  the  act  in  the 
text.) 

Sect.  2.  On  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  two  adjoining  counties  to 
lay  out  a  road  on  the  lines  which  divide 
the  said  counties,  the  sessions  of  each 
county  are  empowered  and  required  to 
appoint,  respectively,  three  reputable 
freeholders  from  the  neighbourhood 
where  the  road  is  requested  ;  and  the 
said  si.x  freeholders  or  any  five  of  them 
shall  proceed  to  view  the  said  ground, 
and  make  report  to  the  court  of  each 
county,  respectively,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  hrst  section  of  the 
act  in  the  text ;  and  if  the  said  Justices, 
respectively,  shall  approve  tliereof,  the 
same  shall  be  confirmed  and  recorded 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act. 

Sect.  3.  On  petition  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  two  adjoining  counvies  to 
erect  a  bridg'^  over  any  creek  or  rivulet, 
being  the  line  of  the  said  counties,  the 
sessions  respectively,  are  empowered 
and  required  to  appoint  a  view  in  the 
same  manner  as  for  laying  out  a  road  on 
county  lines  ;  and  if  on  report  of  said 
viewers,  it  appears  to  the  courts,  grand 
jury  and  commissioners  of  the  respec- 
tive counties  that  such  a  bridge  is  ne- 
cessary, and  agreeably  to  tbe  provision 
of  the  21st  section  of  the  act  in  the 
text,  the  same  shall  be  erected  and 
kept  in  repair  by  the  joint  expense  of 
both  counties. 

Sect.  4".  In  all  cases  where  separate 
views  and  reports  of  roads,  supposed  to 
be  on  the  dividing  lines  of  counties, 
have  been  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  respective  sessions  of  the  adjoining 
counties,  and  the  said  reports  do  not 
agree  as  to  the  line,  then  and  in  such 
cases,  on  petition  of  the  supervisors  of 


the  highways,  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
counties  to  the  sessions  of  each  county, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Justices, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and 
required  to  appoint  viewers,  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed 
by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  and 
when  so  confirmed  shall  be  considered 
as  on  the  county  line,  and  be  kept  in 
repair  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  ad- 
joining townships :  Provided  always. 
That  the  viewers  in  such  cases  shall 
have  power  to  vacate  any  part  of  the 
old  road  for  which  the  new  road  is  to 
be  a  substitute. 

Sect.  5.  If  any  supervisor  or  supervi- 
sors of  any  township  shall  after  ten  days 
notice,  neglect  or  refuse  to  put  up  and 
keep  in  complete  repair  the  indesboards 
directed  to  be  set  up  by  the  24th  section 
of  the  act  in  the  text,  every  supervisor 
so  offending  and  being  thereof  legally 
convicted  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
one  or  more  credible  witness  or  wit- 
nesses, before  anyjusticeof  the  Peace, 
or  before  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  said  county,  shall,  respectively, 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  conviction  shall  be  had,  to  be  ap- 
plied and  expended  in  keeping  in  repair 
the  public  highways  in  the  townships 
respectively. 

It  was  held  in  the  year  1764,  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  that  a  review  of  a 
road,  though  not  taken  notice  of  in  the 
act  of  Assembly,  had  always  been 
granted,  and  was  now  become  a  mat- 
ter of  right.    1  Dallas,  11. 

So,  it  was  held  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
March,  1796,  in  the  case  of  the  road 
from  Strasburg,  in  Franklin  county,  to 
BlacFs  Gap,  that  a  review  of  a  road 
is  a  matter  of  right,  but  a  re-review  is 
merely  in  the  discretion  of  the  sessions. 
(MSS.  Reports.) 

And,  in  the  case  of  the  Berlin  road; 
on  a  certiorari  to  remove  all  the  pro- 
ceedings respecting  a  road,  from  the 
town  of  Berlin  to  Leidig's  mill ;  it  ap- 
peared, that  on  a  petition  for  the  road 
to  September  sessions,  1800,  viewers 
had  been  appointed,  who  returned  to 
the  December  st^ssions  following,  a 
certain  road,  by  courses  and  distances, 
for,  and  as  a  public  road ;  that  the  court 
continued  the  return  under  advisement 
until  February  sessions,  1801,  when  a 
petition  was  presented  for  a  review, 
which  the  court  rejected,  and  confirm- 
ed the  return.  It  was  now  said,  that 
the  review  had  been  prayed  for  b>  per- 
sons who  were  not  interested  therein  ; 
but  on  examination  of  the  duplicates  of 
assessments,  the  assertion  appeared  to 
be  unfounded 

The  court  now  reversed  the  proceed- 
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1802.  ings,  because  the  petition  for  the  re- 
t^_  ^__j  view  by  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Southanipto7iA\Ml  Brother's  yMey  town- 
ships had  been  duly  filed,  previous  to 
the  road's  being  confirmed.  It  has  been 
long  settled,  that  the  review  of  a  road 
is  a  matter  of  right. — Somerset,  October, 
1801,  before  Teates  and  5?Mi7/i,  Justices, 
(MSS.  Reports.) 

(Reviewers  are  now  expi-essly  au- 
thorized by  the  22d  section  of  the  act 
in  the  text.) 

In  Chambers  v.  Furry,  Dauphin,  May, 
1792,  before  M'Kean,  C.  J.  and  Yeates, 
J.  it  was  held,  that  the  public  is  inti- 
tled  to  a  right  of  passage  in  a  highway ; 
but  the  title  to  the  soil,  the  stones,  the 
wood  and  the  grass  growing  thereon, 
still  continue  in  the  owner  of  the  lands. 
The  use  of  the  ground  is  dedicated  to 
the  public  for  particular  purposes  only. 

Return  of  the  viewers  of  improved 
lands  taken  up  by  a  public  road,  that 
the  damages  resulting  to  the  owHer  are 
valued  at  £.  45,  is  radically  bad.  The 
soil  of  improved  lands  converted  into  a 
public  road,  is  not  to  be  valued  and  paid 
out  of  the  county  stock,  Ferree  v.  CoJii- 
onissioners  of  Lancaster  county.  Supreme 
Court,  March,  1801,    (MSS.  Reports.) 

The  court  will  judge  of  a  road  from 
,  the  record  ;  the  sessions  should  confirm 

the  road  most  conducive  to  the  public 
good.  It  would  seem  that  the  clause  in 
the  act  of  6th  April,  1802,  that  the  im- 
provements shall  be  noted,  is  only  di- 
rectory Viewers  returning  the  width 
of  the  road,  is  only  surplusage.  Road  in 
Aston  township,  Delaware  county.  Su- 
preme Court,  March,  180r,  (MSS.  Re- 
ports.) vide  infra. 

No  proceedings  can  be  pursued  un- 
der a  repealed  statute,  though  begun 
before  tlie  repeal,  unless  by  a  special 
clause  in  the  repealing  act.  Therefore 
under  the  act  in  tlie  text,  proceedings 
under  former  laws  thereby  repealed, 
cannot  be  continued.  Hatfield  township 
road,  Montgomery  cotmtv.  Supreme 
Court,  March,  1807,   (MSS.  Reports.) 

A  certiorari  to  remove  a  road,  must 
set  out  its  beginning  and  ending,  other- 
wise it  will  be  quashed.  Road  in  East 
and  Westnantniill  townships,  Chester 
county.  Supreme  Court,  December, 
1807,  (MSS.  Reports.) 

To  make-  a  bridge  a  county  charge, 
it  must  appear  by  the  report  of  the 
viewers,  that  five  of  them  had  viewed 
the  place,  and  that  such  bridge  was 
necessary.  Bridge  over  Wallenpaupac, 
Wayne  county.  Supreme  Court,  De- 
cember, 1807,  (MSS.  Reports.) 

Confirmation  of  a  road  reversed,  be- 
cause the  reviewers  had  not  actually 
reviewed  the  road  ;  and  because  one  of 
the  petitioners  for  the  road  had  been 


appointed  a  reviewer.  Road  in  Donegal 
township,  Lancaster  county.  Supreme 
Court,  March,  1808.  (MSS.  Reports.) 

No  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  as 
to  the  definite  points  where  a  road 
shall  begin  and  end,  being  stated  in 
the  petition,  id  certum  est,  quod  certutn 
reddi  potest.  A  road  leading  from  a  cer- 
tain house  into  a  public  road,  may  be 
confirmed  as  a  private  road,  though  the 
viewers  have  not  reported  that  it  was 
necessary  as  a  private  road;  and  the 
order  of  confirmation  need  not  specify 
how  it  must  be  opened  and  kept  in  re- 
pair. Private  road  from  Kyle's  house, 
in  Mifflin  county.  Supreme  Court,  July, 
1808,  (MSH.  Reports.) 

It  is  not  necessary  that  an  appoint- 
ment of  viewers  to  lay  out  a  road,  should 
state  that  they  are  "  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  near  where  complaint  is 
made  for  want  of  a  road"  although  the 
act  of  Assembly  requires  that  they 
should  be  so.  The  Supreme  Court  will 
presume  that  the  Quarter  Sessions  have 
made  the  appointment  according  to  law . 

A  refei-ence  to  the  improvements 
through  which  a  projected  road  is  to 
pass,  need  not  be  made  in  the  report  of 
viewers,  &c.  They  may  be  sliewn  in 
the  plot  or  draft.  Where  different 
courses  and  distances  have  been  return- 
ed by  different  sets  of  men,  the  sessions 
are  enabled  on  a  view  of  the  drafts  and 
improvements  laid  down  therein,  to 
contrast  tliem,  and  determine  on  the 
shortness  of  tlie  distance,  and  injury  to 
private  property,  which  seems  to  be 
the  object  the  Legislature  had  in  view 
by  this  provision.  The  compensation  to 
the  individual  comes  before  other  view- 
ers for  their  decision. 

The  sessions  have  power  to  order  a 
re-review  of  a  I'oad,  although  the  act  of 
Assembly  does  not  expressly  authorize 
it.  It  is  a  second  review  directed  for 
the  information  of  the  minds  of  the 
court. 

If  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the 
viewers,  that  a  county  commissioner 
attended  the  view,  it  is  sufficient  to 
shew  that  notice  was  given  to  the  com- 
missioners, agreeably  to  the  standing 
order  of  the  sessions.  Schuylkill  falls 
road,  2  Binney,  250. 

The  act  of  3d  April,  1804,  respecting 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in  the  North- 
ern Liberties  and  Southwark  alters  and 
supplies  the  act  in  the  text,  that  the 
same  sliall  not  be  deemed  Jiighways 
before  compensation  is  made  to  the 
owner  of  the  ground. 

Street  in  Southwark  between  the  end 
of  New  ivlarket-street  and  Budd-street. 
Supreme  Court,  Decern.  1604.  (MSS. 
Reports.) 


CHAPTER  IMiWCCLXXXVIII.  1802. 

An  ACT  to  ?naintain  the  territorial  rights  of  this   State^  and  pro-  [see  chap. 
tect  the  proper ty  of  pens ons  holding  lands  under  the  same.  page'aog'/and 

^  the  notes 

WHEREAS,  certain  persons  under  the  pretence  of  title  de-  thereto] 
rived  either  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  or  from  certain  compa- 
nies known  by  the  names  of  the  Connecticut  Susquehanna  company, 
and  the  Connecticut  Delaware  company,  to  a  considerable  extent  of 
territory  within  this  state,  have  by  various  improper  practices  long 
endeavoured  to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  and 
to  defame  the  titles  of  persons  holding  lands  by  grants  from  this 
state  or  the  late  proprietaries  before  the  revolution  ;  in  order  there- 
fore, to  counteract  such  practices,  and  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of 
this  state. 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
mety  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the   authority  of  the  same.  That  voconvey- 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  no  conveyance  to  be  made  ^"uhi°n  the** 
of  any  land  within  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Lycoming  and  Wayne,  ^°!J^J^^^^°f 
shall  be  good  or  effectual  to  pass  any  right,  title,  estate,  interest  or  Lycoming^ 
claim  whatever,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  unless  the  title  to  the  land  shaiipass 
in  such  conveyance  mentioned,  is  derived  from   this  state,  or  the  where?he' 
late  proprietaries  thereof,  before  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  derivedTrom 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  six,  and  unless  the  said  conveyance  shall  the  ^J*o'*i^ 
expressly  refer  to  and  recite  the  substance  of  the  warrant,   survey,  tanes  before 
patent  or  title   under  which  the  same  is  so  derived  from  this  state,  July,  1775. 
or  the  late  proprietaries  thereof,  before  the  said  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  Hundred  and  seventy  six ;  and  if  any  Judge  or  Jus-  Penalty  on 
tice  shall  take  an  acknowledgment  or  proof  of,  or  any  Recorder  of  Justice  for 
deeds,  or  any  other  person,  shall  record  any  deed  which  shall  not  ptoo/o'tf  op 
have  been  derived  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  offence,  recording^ 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recover-  df^^rcnt  de- 
able  by  action  of  debt-,  in  any  Court  of  Record  in  this  state,  the  scriptiwu 
one  half  thereof  to  the   use  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  such  ac- 
knowledgment  and  recording,  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and 
every  such  Recorder  of  deeds  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  his  office : 
Provided  always^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  make  valid  any  conveyance  heretofore  made,  of  any 
pretended  title  or  claim  to  land  under  the  colony  or  state  of  Con- 
necticut, or  either  of  the   companies  known   by  the  names  of  the 
Connecticut  Susquehanna,  or  the  Connecticut  Delaware  company. 

Sect.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  ^optnonin- 
That  no  person  in  any  manner  interested  in  the  said  pretended  title  the^connecti- 
or  claim  under  the  colony  or  state  of  Connecticut,  or  either  of  the  act  as  Judge 
said  companies,  shall  sit  as  a  Judge  or  serve  as  a  juror  in  any  cause,  any"S^'e 
civil  or  criminal,  wherein  the  said  pretended  claim  or  tide  shall  or  *'l^''*  **"* 

.,.  iiii-  •  1-r  title  may 

may,  dn-ectly  or  mdireclly,  be  brought  nito  question;  and  if  any  come ingues- 
Sherilf  shall  summon  any  person  or  persons,  to  serve  as  a  juror  or  on  sheriff 
jurors,  who  are  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  and  interested  in  Iny^'pfr- 
any  Connecticut  title,  knowing  him  or  them  to  be  so  concerned  or|^**^^**' 
interested,  such  Sheriff,  on  con\  iction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  in  any 
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Any  person 
selling  or 
purcha5ing, 
or  in  any    ' 
manne.-  con- 
tracting for 
land  under 
the  Connet- 
tiout  title  or 
either  of  the 
law!  compa- 
nies, to  for- 
feit 200  dol- 
lars. 


Proclama- 
tion  to  be  is- 
sued by  the 
Governor. 


sum  not   exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other 
fines  and  forfeitures  are  recoverable  by  law. 

Sect.  hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  none  of  the  penalties  or  disabilities  created  by  the  present  act, 
except  so  far  as  relates  to  Judges,  Sheriffs  or  jurors,  shall  relate  to 
land  or  the  claimants  of  land  within  the  seventeen  townships  of  IjU- 
zeinie  county,  or  any  of  them,  so  far  as  concerns  any  act  of  theirs 
respecting  lands  within  the  said  townships,  which  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  duly  submitted  according  to  law,  under  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  on  the 
fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
entitled  "  An  act  offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania  claimants  of 
land  within  the  seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  county,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  or  any  supplement  thereto. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  any  person  who  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  bargain,  sell  or  convey,  or  by  any  ways  or  means  obtain,  get 
or  procure  any  pretended  right  or  title,  or  make  or  take  any  pro- 
mise, contract,  grant  or  covenant,  to  have  any  right  or  title  of  any 
person  or  persons,  in  or  to  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments 
within  this  state,  under  the  said  pretended  title  from  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  or  either  of  the  said  companies,  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recoverable  by  ac- 
tion of  debt,  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  commonwealth,  the  one 
half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  other  half  to 
the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same ;  and  such  promise,  contract, 
grant  or  covenant,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  utterly  void  and  of  no 
effect. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  make 
known  the  contents  of  this  law  by  proclamation,  and  to  enjoin  obe- 
dience thereto. 

Passed  6th  April,  1802— Recorcha  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  191. 


[See  chap. 
2042>  ante, 
pa.  362,  and 
the  notes 
theteto.J 


CHAPTER  MMCCLXXXIX. 

A  further  SUPPLE3IENT  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  offering 
compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  lands  xvith- 
in  the  sevetiteen  toxvnships,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  7}ientie7ied,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-ni)ie. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
Who  shall     ^^y  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
have  the  i)e.  all  Pennsylvania  claimants,  whose  titles  originated  prior  to  the  de- 

iiefilofthe  .ft  •   1     1  1         ,        -  1  •        ,  ^  1  • 

act  to  which  crce  at    L  renton,  entitled  to  land  within  the  seventeen  townshif«, 
piemen^tauS  who  shall  transmit  their  releases,  and  all  Connecticut  claimants  in- 
tended to  be   embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  claiming  land  within  the  said  seventeen 
townships,  who  shall  submit  their  titles  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


on  what 
terms, 
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Land-OfEce  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  shall  be  en-    1802. 
titled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  aforesaid  act.  — ^"^^ 

Sect.  ii.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesdid^  Applications 
That  all  applications  of  Connecticut  claimants,  actually  ti-ansmitted  cm  cYaimauw 
and  received  at  the  Land-Office  aforesaid,  although  after  the  time  and"rS'e?ved 
heretofore  appointed  by  law  for  their  being  received,  shall  be  acted  flcL' although 
upon  by  the  commissioners,  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been  re-  ^'^'er  the 
ceived  betore  the  expiration  or  the  time  so  hmited  and  appomted.  i>yiaw,8haii 

Sect.  hi.    Whereas,   divers  Connecticut  claimants    who  have  as  ff  rice' v- 
transmitted  their  applications  to  the  Land-Office  of  Pennsylvania,  ThVprescrib! 
to  be  received  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  the  fourth  day  ^d period. 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  have  since 
sold  their  land,  or  part  thereof,  to  other  persons,  Be  it  therefore  ^^^  ^^ndees 
enacted  bii  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  subsequent  purchas-  oUnch 

J  ^  J     J  '  ^  11  claimants  to 

ers  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  said  act,  passed  the  fourth  be  admitted 
day  of  April,  one   thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  in  the  benefits,  un- 
same  manner  as   their  venders  would  have  been  entitled,  without  said'uw!"'^'*' 
such  purchasers  being  required  to  make  any  new  application  for  that  ^enderr*^ 
purpose  :  and  all  purchasers  under  process  of  law,  of  land  claimed  would  have 

*^      1  1  •   1         r    1        o  1  •   1  •        1  -1  ^^^"  entitled 

under  the  title  oi  the  busquehanna  company,  withm  the  said  seven-  to,  without 
teen  townships,  already  submitted  by  a  former  claim  thereof,  shall  Sums^'SJl'*' 
be  equally  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  said  act  of  the  fourth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  as  if  such 
purchaser  himself  had  submitted  the  same  by  his  application  to  the 
Land-Office  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  in  what  in- 
That  the  attornies  or  agents  duly  authorized  by  such  Connecticut  eiarmtnts*'' 
claimants  whose   application  has  been  or  may  be  transmitted  to  the  "J-eLmeThy 
Land-Office  or  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  under  the  provisions  aitoruiesoc 
of  the  act  of  the  fourth  day  of  April,  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  ' 
and  ninety-nine,  or  this  supplement  thereto,  where  such  claimants 
are  infants,  or  residents  of  a  distant  part  of  this  state,  or  reside  out 
of  this  state,  or  are  disabled  by  sickness  or  corporal  infirmity,  from 
attending  the  commissioners  in  person,  may  exhibit  the  title  of  such 
claimant,  and  take  the  oath  of  single  title  enjoined  by  the  act  of  the 
fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
in  respect  of  the  land  so  claimed,  to  the  best  of  their   knowledge 
and  belief,  and  the  same  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if  done  by  the 
principals  in  person. 

Sect.  v.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Thscommi*. 
That  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  power  p<?ve"d"o* 
to  summon  before   them  any  person  or  persons,  and  to  administer  sore'on oiThi 
oaths  or  affirmations  generally,  to  any  person  appearing  before  them,  ^^^w  "'' 
touchincr  the  objects  of  the  present  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  takeiy  shaii 

P  "*       ,  '  •  r  1      1       •  incur  the 

a  supplement ;  and  any  person  swearing  talseh-  in  respect  to  any  lii*  penai- 
matter  whereunto  he  shall  be  examined  by  the  said  commissioners,  annexed  lo 
or  any  of  them,  and  within  the  duties  of  their  office,  shall  be  subject  '"^-J'-''^' 
to  all  the  penalties  by  law  annexed  to  the  crime  of  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury ;  but  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  summon  and 
examine,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  any  person  whatsoever,  shall  be 
confined  to  the  proper  objects  of  their  commission  and  the  duties 
by,  law  assigned  to  them. 


1802.  Sect.  vi.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney-General  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  give  his  legal  advice  and  opinion,  without  delay,  on  any 
question  submitted  to  him  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority 
^y-^nerai  of  thcm,  respecting  the  execution  of  their  commission. 
edfn"h?^i-'  Sect.  VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
their  office.  That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  of  them  who  shall  be  engaged 
Empowered  'j^  ^q  examination  of  titles  of  Connecticut  claimants,  shall  be  at 
oneperma-  liberty  to  employ  one  additional  clerk  permanently,  and  such  occa- 
andsuchas-  sional  assistauce  as  the  business  may  absolutely  require ;  provided 
mayTe^re.    no  such  clcrk  shall  be  paid  more  than  two  dollars  per  day  for  his 

quisite.  c«»virir-^c 

Clerk's  com-   oCIVlccb. 

pensation.  Sect.  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
erTt"bl^re""  That  the  Commissioners,  or  any  of  them  who  may  be  employed  in 
r^^oS^e^"  the  examination  of  title  as  aforesaid,  and  may  find  it  necessary  to 
costs  inc  .r.  proceed  in  rotation  through  such  of  the  seventeen  townships  where 
porting  the  the  Connecticut  titles  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  yet  remain  to  be 
ir°oVone''  examined,  shall  be  repaid  all  reasonable  costs  and  charges  expended 
[her^nd^""  iu  convcyiug  from  one  township  to  another,  the  books,  papers  and 
li^g  ex^en^'  documents  belonging  to  the  commission,  and  every  other  reasonable 
m:s  to  be  expense  necessarily  incurred  in  travelling  from  township  to  toAvnship. 
Sect.  ix.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
What  lands  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  survey,  va- 
they  are^to  j^g^  g^d  Certify,  iiot  merely  such  parts  and  portions  of  the  tracts 
lueandcer.  of  land  claimed  under  the  title  of  the  Susquehanna  company, 
'' '  within   the    seventeen  townships  aforesaid,  as  have   been  or  may 

be  released  to  this  commonwealth  by  the  Pennsylvania  claimants 
thereof,  but  the  whole  of  each  tract  of  land  claimed  by  a  Connec- 
ticut claimant,  who  shall  establish  his  title  thereto  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  April  fourth,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  whether  released  to  this  commonwealth  or 
not ;  and  if  anj'  Pennsylvania  claimant  of  such  land  shall  refuse  or 
and  where  a  ncglect  to  release  the  same  to  this  commonwealth,  under  the  provi- 
nfa"ci«n»nt  sions  of  the  aforcsaid  act  of  April  fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
felsefwtot^'  dred  and  ninety-nine,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  such 
toi>ethe;on-  Pennsylvania  claimant  shall  not  hereafter  be  entitled  to  recover  the 

seq.uence.  .  .  ,  ... 

same  by  any  action,  m  any  court  whatever  m  this  commonwealth, 
[Seetheict  against  the  Connecticut  claimant,  in  whose  favour  a  certificate  shall 
1811, which'  be  granted  by  the  said  commissioners,  for  such  land,  or  against  any 
pam'bl-  ^  person  claiming  under  such  certificate,  or  any  patent  issued  by  vir- 
crSchets]    tue  thereof;  but  the  Pennsylvania  claimant  so  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing to  release  such  lands  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  institute 
a  suit  [in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,]  against  this  com- 
monwealth, which  suit  shall  be  tried  and  determined  [at  any  Circuit 
Court  of  the  Supreme  Court,]  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  [unless 
on  special  motion  and  reasonable  cause  shewn,  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  think  fit  to  direct  the  venue  to  be  changed  in 
any  suit  so  instituted,  which  in  such  case  shall  be  tried  and  deter- 
mined at  any  Circuit  Court  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  be  held  either 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland  or  the  county  of  Lycoming,]  at 
which  trial  the  said  court  and  jury  shall  have  power  to  award  a  just 
compensation  for  the  land  so  taken  from  such  Pennsylvania  claimant 
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PfG-Didedy  He  shall  in  the  course  of  the  said  trial,  make  it  appear  1802. 
to  the  court  and  jury,  that  he  is  fully,  fairly  and  exclusively  entitled  ^■-v*-' 
to  such  land  under  this  commonwealth,  except  as  against  the  per- 
son or  persons  claiming  the  same  by  virtue  of  a  certificate  or  patent 
granted  under  the  authority  of  this  act;  and  upon  such  trial  being 
determined  in  favour  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimant,  the  plaintiff  in 
the  said  suit  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  current  money  of  the 
United  States,  the  full  sum  so  awarded  in  his  favour,  together  with 
costs  of  suit,  on  presenting  to  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth 
a  certificate  of  the  verdict  and  judgment  in  such  suit,  and  the  costs 
thereof  to  be  taxed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  certified  by  the  Judges 
before  whom  the  said  trial  was  held,  and  by  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
whereupon  the  Governor  shall  issue  his  warrant  for  the  amount 
aforesaid,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  x.   And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Every  cor.= 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  demand  and  riaimantap- 
receive,  of  and  from  each  Connecticut  settler  and  claimant  applying  certl'ficate* 
for  a  certificate  under  the  aforesaid  act  of  April  fourth,  one  thou-  uveVup  to 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  or  the  present  act,  every  deed  sf<fnerr^/^' 
and  document  of  title  under  the  Susquehanna  company,  relating  to  ^^^'f^^^'^^''^ 
the  lands  required  to  be  certified,  which  may  be  in  the  power  or  are  to  traus= 
possession  of  such  Connecticut  settler  or  claimant  previous  to  the  secretary  of 
issuing  of  any  certificate  for  such  lands,  which  deeds  and  docu-  offic^*'*'^" 
ments  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  said  commissioners  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Land-Office,  together  with  all  other  papers  relating  to 
the  said  commission,  when  required  by  the  Governor. 

Passed  6th   April,  1802 — Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  124, 


CHAPTER  MMCCXC. 

An  ACT  for  the  more  certai7i  administration  ofjusticeo 

WHEREAS,  from  sickness  and  other  causes,  the  holding  of 
the  Courts  of  Justice  of  this  commonwealth,  at  the  regular  terms, 
have  been  and  may  hereafter  be  prevented  :  Therefore, 

Sect.    i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  coynmon-wealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  f^^f^''^^^^' 
no  process,  pleas,  suits,  actions  or  proceedings  which  have  at  any  ^^°",^^f„°'"jjj 
time  been,  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  commenced,  sued,  brought,  the  supreme 
or  depending  before  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  other  court  of  this  counwith. 
commonwealth,  shall  be  discontinued  or  put  without  day,  or  so  shaii'be"ait' 
considered,  by  reason  of  the  non-attendance  of   the   Justices  or  ^^^^[;'J,",^f  °^", 
Judges  of  the  said  courts,  but  shall  stand  good  and  effectual  in  law,  ^'^^^^^''^l^'^f 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  notwithstanding  the  non-attendance  of  ance  of  the 

-    ,  .  ,    X        •  T     1  Justices  or 

any  ot  the  said  Justices  or  Judges.  judges 

■'  "  iher^eot 

Passed  6tli  April,  1802— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIIJ.  page  182. 

YoL.  HI.  ;>  X 
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1802.  CHAPTER  MMCCXCm. 

'^^"'^    J_n  ACT  authorizing-  the  sale  of  Provisions^  Vegetables  enid  Fruity 
,  in  the  markets  of  any  city,  borough  or  corporate  toxvmvithin  this 

commonxvealth. 

Sect.  i.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
Any  person  bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
w^aifp^^  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
y^sions^&c.  ^^y  person  or  persons,  to  sell  or  expose  to  sale,  provisions,  vege- 
ketofany  tablcs  or  fruit,  in  the  markets  of  any  city,  borough,  or  corporate 
^Mteto^,  town  within  this  commonwealth:  Provided  always.  That  such  pro- 
M^'i^%'e  ^"  visions,  vegetables  or  fruit,  shall  not  have  been  previously  purchased 
oS^'^p'Sr.''  within  the  limits  of  such  city,  borough,  or  corporate  town ;  any 
i^rteliame!"  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  6th  April,  1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  181. 


CHAPTER  MMCCXCn^ 

[See  chap.     -An  ACT  to  enable  purchasers  at  Sheriffs'*  or  Coroners*  sales  to  ol- 
645, vol.1,  tain  possession. 

pa.  370,  aiid  •» 

the  notes  .  •  i  i  ■  i 

thereto;  uHEREAS,  great  mconveniences    have  been    experienced 

and  152, k  'from  the  unjust  detention  of  lands  and  tenements  sold  by  sheriffs 

th^notes*"  under  executions  from  the  several  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  the 

thereto.]      purchasers  whereof  have  been  obliged  to  bring  ejectments,  and  to 

subject  themselves  to  all  the  delays  and  expenses  incident  to  law 

proceedings,  to  recover  the  possession  from  the  person  as  whose 

property  the  same  was  originally  sold,  the  desperate  circumstances 

of  whom  usually  preclude  the  possibility  of  obtaining  damages  or 

any  other  compensation  whatever,  for  such  unjust  detention :  For 

remedy  whereof. 

Sect.  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
lue  .ur-  ^net,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
chaserof  where  any  lands  or  tenements  shall  hereafter  be  sold  by  the  sheriff 
at  sheriff's  or  coroncr  of  any  county,  bv  virtue  of  any  execution  issued  out  of 
not1«  fhlre-  any  court  of  record  of  this  commonwealth,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
'ilx^tor'  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  to  give  notice  to  the  defendant  or 
^^es"siOT,  defendants,  as  whose  property  the  same  has  been  or  may  be  sold, 
requiring      or  to  the  persoH  or  persons  being  in  possession  of  the  same  lands 

him  to  sur-  r  f        ,  .  1*11  •  1 

render  up     and  tenements,  under  him  or  them,  that  the  same  premises  nave 

andmann'er  been  sold,  and  to  require  him  or  them  to  surrender  up  the  posses- 

ing'to'gal^    sion  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  within  three  months 

sion  whe"e    ^tcr  the  date  of  such  notice  :  and  if  the  defendant  or  defendants, 

it  is  with-     or  person  or  persons  in  possession  under  him  or  them,  shall  neglect 

3  months      Or  refuse  to  comply  therewith  in  three  months  after  such  notice 

notice?'       shall  so  as  aforesaid  have  been  given,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 

and  for  such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns, 

to  complain  thereof  to  any  two  justices  of  the  city,  town  or  county 

where  the  premises  are  situate,  and  upon  due  proof  made  before 
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ihe  said  justices',  that  the  said  complainant  or  complainants  had  pur-  1802. 
chased  the  said  lands  or  tenements  at  sheriff's  or  coroner's  sale  (of  *— v— ^ 
which  the  deed  poll  executed  by  the  said  sheriff  or  coroner,  if  duly 
acknowledged  in  the  proper  court,  and  certified  under  the  seal  of 
the  same  court,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence)  and  that  the  person  or 
persons  then  in  possession,  is  or  are  the  defendant  or  defendants  as 
whose  property  the  same  lands  or  tenements  were  sold,  or  came  into 
possession  thereof  under  him  or  them,  and  that  the  same  person  or 
persons  so  in  possession,  had  notice  of  such  sale  three  months  pre- 
vious to  such  complaint  and  application ;  then  and  in  such  case,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  to  whom  complaint  shall 
be  made  as  aforesaid,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required 
forthwith  to  issue  their  warrant,  in  nature  of  a  summons,  directed 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  thereby  commanding  the  said  sheriff  to 
summon  a  jury  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  of  his  bailiwick,  to 
appear  before  the  said  justices  within  four  days  next  after  issuing 
thereof,  and  also  to  summon  the  said  defendant  or  defendants,  as 
whose  property  the  same  premises  were  sold,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons in  possession  under  him  or  them,  at  the  same  time  to  appear 
before  them  the  said  justices  and  the  jury  aforesaid,  to  shew  cause, 
if  any  he  or  they  has  or  have,  why  delivery  of  the  possession  of  the 
same  lands  and  tenements  should  not  be  forthwith  made  to  such 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  and  if  upon 
hearing  the  parties,  or  in  case  of  the  non-appearance  of  the  said  de- 
fendant or  defendants ;  as  whose  property  the  same  premises  had 
been  sold,  or  other  person  or  persons  claiming  or  coming  into  pos- 
session under  him  or  them,  after  being  duly  summoned  as  aforesaid, 
it  shall  appear  to  the  said  justices  and  jury,  that  the  complainant  or 
complainants,  or  the  person  or  persons  under  whom  they  claim,  was 
or  were  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  at  sheriff's  or  coroner's  sale, 
of  the  lands  and  tenements  in  question,  of  which  the  sheriff's  or 
coroner's  deed-poll,  duly  acknoAvledged  and  certified  under  the  seal 
of  the  proper  court,  shall,  as  aforesaid,  be  full  and  conclusive  evi- 
dence, and  that  the  person  or  persons  in  possession  of  the  premises, 
was  or  were  the  defendant  or  defendants  named  in  the  execution 
under  which  the  same  premises  were  sold,  or  came  into  possession 
under  such  defendant  or  defendants,  and  that  such  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, or  the  person  or  persons  in  possession  of  the  premises  un- 
der him  or  them,  had  notice  of  such  sale  three  months  before  such 
application  to  the  said  justices,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  two  justices  to  make  a  record  of  such 
finding  by  them  the  said  justices  and  jury  aforesaid,  and  the  said 
iury  shall  assess  such  damages  as  they  think  right,  against  the  said 
defendant  or  defendants,  as  whose  property  the  same  premises  were 
sold,  or  other  person  or  persons  in  possession  imder  him  or  them, 
for  the  unjust  detention  of  the  premises,  for  which  damages  and 
reasonable  costs,  judgment  shall  be  entered  by  the  said  justices, 
which  judgment  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  the  parties,  and  upon 
which  the  said  justices  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  re- 
quired to  issue  their  warrant,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  directed 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  commanding  him  forthwith  to  deliver 
to  the  said  complainant  or  complainants,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
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1802,    full  possession  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  and  to  levy  the  costs 

^"■v^    taxed  by  the  justices,  and  damages  so  by  the  jury  aforesaid  assessed 

of  tlie  said  defendant  or  defendants,  or  other  person  in  possession 

as  aforesaid ;  and  no  certiorari  which  may  be  issued  to  remove  such 

proceedings,  shall  be  a  supersedeas,  or  have  any  effect  to  prevent 

or  delay  the  execution  aforesaid,  or  the  delivery  of  the  possession, 

agreeably  thereto. 

The  mode  of      Sect.  II.    And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

wherllhJ'    That  if  the  person  in  possession  of  the  premises  shall  make  oath  or 

person  in      affirmation  before  the  said  justices,  that  he- hath  not  come  into  pos- 

pos  session  ^  J  '  i 

disclaims  to  scssion,  and  doth  not  claim  to  hold  the  same  by,  from,  or  under  the 
the  defend,  defendant  or  defendants  named  in  the  execution  by  virtue  whereof 
the  exToi- '"  the  Same  lands  or  tenements  were  sold,  and  that  the  title  to  the  lands 
tue"whereof  ^^^  tenements  in  question,  is  disputed  and  claimed  by  some  person 
madefy  *^*  or  persons  (other  than  the  defendant  or  defendants  named  in  the  ex- 
ecution under  which  the  same  were  sold)  whom  he  shall  name,  and 
if  thereupon  the  person  or  persons  so  claiming,  shall  forthwith,  or 
upon  a  summons  immediately  to  be  issued  by  the  said  justices,  re- 
turnable within  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  thirty  days  next 
following,  appear  before  them,  and  on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  by 
the  said  justices  administered,  declare  that  he  verily  believes  that 
he  is  legally  entitled  to  the  premises  in  dispute,  and  that  he  doth 
not  claim  the  same  by,  from,  or  under  the  defendant  or  defendants 
as  whose  property  the  same  were  sold,  but  by  a  different  title,  and 
shall  become  bound,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  by  recog- 
nizance, to  the  complainant  or  complainants,  before  the  said  justices, 
in  a  sum  fully  sufficient  to  cover  and  secure  as  well  the  value  of 
the  rents  or  mesne  profits  of  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  which  may 
have  accrued  and  which  may  be  expected  to  accrue  before  the  final 
decision  of  the  said  claim,  as  all  costs  and  damages,  conditioned  to 
prosecute  his  claim  with  effect,  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
to  be  held,  for  the  county  where  the  said  lands  and  tenements  shall 
be  ;  and  in  case  of  failure  to  prosecute  as  aforesaid,  to  surrender 
up  the  said  premises,  and  to  pay  to  the  said  complainant  or  com- 
plainants, the  full  value  of  the  rents  or  mesne  profits  of  the  premises 
accrued  from  the  time  of  the  purchase ;  then  and  in  such  case,  but 
not  otherwise,  the  said  justices  shall  forbear  to  give  the  said  judg- 
ment :  Provided  ahvays  nevertheless^  That  if  the  said  claim  shall 
not  be  prosecuted  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
recognizance,  it  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  said  complainant 
or  complainants,  and  the  justices  aforesaid  shall  proceed  to  give 
judgment,  and  cause  the  lands  and  tenements  aforesaid  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  said  complainant  or  complainants,  in  the  manner 
herein  before  enjoined  and  directed. 
Where  a  Sect.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

^a^e,has  been  That  where  any  lands  or  tenements  shall  hereafter  be  sold  by  any 
nianner  sheriff  or  coroucr  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  at  the  time  of  such 
lands,  Sec.  salc,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  held  or  possessed  by  any  tenant  or 
iease"?hf  Icsscc,  or  pcrson  holding  or  claiming  to  hold  the  same  under  the 
b/ndlif  the  <iefe'i^l^nt  or  defendants  named  in  the  execution  by  virtue  whereof 
phxe  of  the  the  same  lands  or  tenements  shall  be  sold  bv  such  sheriff  or  coroner, 

lessor  and  be     ,  ,  ,  ■'  i     i? 

■'.f<i\\^iX\^     tlie  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  s^me  lands  or  tenements  shall 
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I    (after  receiving  the  sheriff's  or  coroner's  deed  for  the  same)  be  con-     1802. 
j^idered  as  the  landlord  or  landlords  to  such  tenant  or  lessee,  or  per-    ^  "^"^ 
son  claiming  to  hold  the  same  under  the  aforesaid  defendant  or  de-  reatsy  Scc!* 
fendants,  and  shall  have  the  like  remedies,  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
to  recover  any  rents  due  subsequent  to  such  sale,  as  the  same  de- 
fendant or  defendants  as  whose  property  the  same  lands  or  tene- 
ments shall  be  so  sold,  might  or  could  have,  if  no  such  sale  should 
take  place ;  and  if  after  notice  of  such  sale,  the  said  tenant  or  les- 
see, or  other  person  occupying  the  premises  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay 
any  rent  to  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  as  whose  property  the 
same  premises  may  have  been  or  shall  be  sold  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
tenant  or  lessee,  or  other  occupier  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to 
repay  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  aforesaid. 

Sect.  iv.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  Tenants' 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  every  tenant  or  other  .nonths Stir 
person,  who  now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  possession  of  any  lands  Jifade'to  give 
or  tenements  which  heretofore  have  been  sold  by  or  at  a  sheriff's  or  security  to 

,,.  ,/-  r         1  purchasers 

coroner  s  sale,  shall  withm  three  months  after  demand  for  that  pur-  for  themes- 
pose,  made  by  recognizance  duly  acknowledged,  give  to  the  pur- that  may  ac- 
chaser  or  purchasers  thereof  at  sale,  their  assigns  or  legal  represen-  the«?u"for"' 
tatives,  being  in  possession  of  the  sheriff's  or  coroner's  deed,  duly  possIssVoi^ 
acknowledged,  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  of  by  at  least  one  ofretusM* 
of  the  associate  judges  of  the  proper  county,  for  all  the  mesne  profits  shaiibe  lu- 
or  rents  that  shall  or  may  probably  accrue  from  the  time  of  such  tress,  &e. 
demand  until  the  final  decision  of  any  ejectment  now  pending,  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  sued  out  or  brought  for  recovering,  under 
and  b}^  virtue  of  such  deed,  the  possession  of  any  lands  or  tene- 
ments so  as  aforesaid  sold  ;  but  if  any  such  tenant  or  other  person 
so  as  aforesaid  in  possession,  shall  for  three  months  after  demand 
so  as  aforesaid  made,  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  sureties  in  manner 
aforesaid,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  to  proceed  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
for  the  recovery  of  such  mesne  profits  or  rents,  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  landlords  now  may  lawfully  proceed  for  the  recovery  of 
any  rents  due  :  Provided  alxvays^  That  nothing  in  this  section  con-  proviso  in. 
tain^d,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  any  contract  heretofore  con^I^ac^ 
made  between  any  landlord  or  tenant.  Se?^"^'^ 

Passed   6th  April,    1802.— Recorded  in  Law  Book  No.  VIII.  page  183. 


ADDENDUM. 

THE  Editor  was  not  aware,  at  the  time  of  tlie  insertion  of  Hurst  v. 
Hurst,  ante,  page  332,  of  the  determination  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  tiie  case  of  "The  Bank  of  North  America -y.  Fitzsimmons," 
which  has  been  since  reported  in  3d  Binney.  In  which  case,  it  is  decided— 
That  .1  judgment  not  revived  by  scire  J'acias,  within  five  years  from  its  date, 
ceases  to  be  a  lien  upon  real  estate,  as  well  against  subsequent  judgment  cre- 
ditors, as  against  subsequent  purchasers. 
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Where  the  cause  of  action  survives,  a  suit  shall  not  abate  by  the 
death  of  either  party  ;  and  a  scire  facias  may  issue  to  substitute 
the  executors  or  administrators.  .  .  .30 

No  suit  to  abate  by  reason  of  the  Judges,  or  Justices,  at  any 
court,  not  attending.  ....         529 


•\  A  sum  of  money  granted  to  the  academy  and  free  school  of 
/      Bucks  county ;  and  certain  poor  scholars  to  be  taught  gratis. 
f  Act  to  afford  relief  to  Pittsburgh  academy. 
3  Academy  and  public  school,  in  the  borough  of  York,  incorporated 
and  endowed.  ...  .  . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Chambersburgh  academy. 
Trustees  of  Crawford  county,  authorized  to  erect  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  a  seminary  of  learning,  in  the  town  of  Meadville. 

.  Accessaries  in  felony,  may  be  tried  and  punished,  as  for  a  mis- 
demeanor, though  the  principal  felons  cannot  be  taken  ;  and  in 
such  case  they  shall  be  exempted  from  prosecution,  as  acces- 
saries after  the  fact,  in  case  the  principal  felons  shall  be  after- 
wards taken  and  convicted.  .  .  .        . 
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ACKNOWLEDG-     ? 
MENT  OF  DEEDS.  J 


Notaries  public  shall  have  power  to  receive  the  proof  or  ac- 
knowledgment of  all  instruments  of  writing  relating  to  com- 
merce or  navigation,  such  as  bills  of  sale,  bottomries,  mort- 
gages and  hypotliications  of  sliipsor  vessels,  charter-parties  of 
affreightment,  letters  of  attorney,  and  such  other  writings  as 
have  been  usually  proved  or  acknowledged  before  notaries 
within  this  commonwealth.  .  .  .  . 

Sheriff's  deeds  of  lands  sold  by  process  from  the  supreme  court, 
may  be  acknowledged  at  nisi  prius  in  the  county  where  the 
lands  lie  ;  and  deeds  of  lands  sold  by  virtue  of  writs  of  testatum 
may  be  acknowledged  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county  where  the  sale  is  made. 

So  of  sheriff's  deeds,  for  lands  sold  by  the  sheriff's  predecessor 
in  oflice.  .  . 

Acknowledgments  and  probates  of  deeds  for  lands  in  any  part  of 
the  states,  before  an  associate  judge,  declared  valid. 

Mayor  and  recorder  of  Philadelphia,  master  of  tlie  rolls,  and 
justices  of  the  peace,  empowered  to  take  proof  or  acknowledg- 
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Act  to  provide  a  method  of  settling  the  public  accounts  of  tlie 
commissioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties. 

Auditors,  annually  to  settle  the  accounts  relative  to  the  public 
landings  and  hay  scales,  in  the  Northern  Liberties.  .  92 
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ment  of  deeds,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace 
might  do,  under  the  acts  of  28th  May,  1715,  and  18th  March, 
1775.  .  .  .  .  .  .        59 

Mayor  and  recorder  of  Philadelphia,  empowered  to  take  the 
proof,  or  acknowledgment  of  deeds  for  real  estate  in  any  part 
of  the  commonwealth,  ....      392 

ADAMS  COUNTY.   Adams  county  erected  22d  January,  1800.  .  .        404 

Election  districts  in.  ...  .  449 

ADMINISTRATION  7  Act  for  the  more  certain  administration  of  Justice.  .        529 

OF  JUSTICE.  S 

ADMINISTRA-       1  Act  to  enable  administrators  to  convey  lands  contracted  for  by 
TORS.     ...      3      intestate  ;    and  in  what  manner  suits  may  be  brought,  by  or 

against  them,  relative  to  such  contracts.  .  .         66 

In  what  manner  they  may  be  discharged,  on  settlement  of  their 
accounts.  .....  297 

— With  the  will  annexed, — their  authority  to  sell  lands  devised 

to  be  sold,  under  certain  circumstances.  .  .        434 

—Their  authority,  in  certain  cases,  to  convey  lands  sold  by  the 
intestate  administrator,  by  order  of  orphans'  court.  .        499 

ADULTERY.     .    .    On  conviction  of  Adultery,  the  party  to  be  punished  by  fine  and 

imprisonment.  .  .  .  .  .         41 

ALDEN,  ROGER.    Roger  Alden,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  French  creek.    449 

ALLEGHENY         ")  Trustees  of  Allegheny  county,  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  in 
COUNTY.     .    ,    5     Pittsburg,  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  for  the  use  of 

the  county.  .  .  .  ,  .55 

Election  districts  in.  50,  96,  219,  282,  326,  371, 373-4,  416,  452, 

492,  49r 

ALLEGHENY         7  Allegheny  river,  and  lyanches  thereof,  declared  public  higU- 
RIVER.      .      .      3      ways,  .  ...  :  320 

Benjamin  Herr,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam  and  mill-dam  on  it.  353 

ALIENS.  .  .  .  Aliens  enabled  to  take  real  estate  by  devise  or  descent,  and  to 
hold  and  dispose  of  it ;  and  to  dispose  of  personal  estate  by 
testament  or  otherwise,  but  estates  of  alien  enemies  may  be 
sequestered  during  war.  .  .  .      4 

AMENDMENT  TOl  Amentlment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  fixing  the 
THE  CONSTITU-C     ratio  of  reprensentation,  ratified.  .  .  2S 

TION  OF  U.  S.     3 

APPEAL.     ,      .     .     An  appeal  lies  from  the  acts  and  decisions  of  the  several  regis- 
1  ter's  of  wills,  &c.  provided  the  appeal  be  made  within  the  term 

of  two  years  ;  or  in  case  of  legal  disability,   within  five  years 
after  disability  removed.  •  •  .  58 

APPRENTICE,  .  Supplement  to  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  apprentices  ;  in  case 
they  abscond,  they  shall  be  liable  for  damages  after  coming  of 
age-     Assignment  of,  in  what  case,  and  how  to  be  made.      3S5-6 

ARMS Act  to  provide  arms  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  .        289 

ARMSTRONG         ^  Armstrong  county  erected  12th  March,    1800.  .  421 

COUNTY.     ,     .     3  Election  districts  in.  ....  49.5 

ARNOLT,  PETER.  Peter  Arnolt,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  the  Ray's  town 

branch  of  Juniata,  near  Bedford.  496 

ARSON Punishment  of,  prescribed.  187 

ARTOIS,  PETER  7  Peter  Bonaventure  De  Artois   ; — such   parts   of  his    estate  as 
B.  DE.     ...      3     escheated  to  the  commonwealth,  vested  in  the  Roman  catholic 
churcli  of  St.  Mary,  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
that  society.  .....  501 

ATTORNEY  7  Attorney-general  declared  to  be  entitled  to  his  usual  fees,  not- 

'  GENERAL,     .     3     withstanding  the  salary  given  to  him  by  a  former  law.  77 
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AUCTION,  AUG-  >  Licensed  auctioneers,  authorized  to  sell  property,  at  anyplace 
TIONEER.     .      I     within  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia.  .  .  4 

The  governor  authorized  to  appoint  an  auctioneer  for  the  exclu- 
sive sale  of  horses,  cattle  and  carriages,  in  Philadelphia.  379 

AUDITORS.  .  .  Auditors  to  be  appointed  for  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts 
of  the  commissioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties, 
and  their  powers  and  duties  prescribed.  .  .  15 

Auditors  of  Philadelphia,  authorized  to  settle,  annually,  the 
public  accounts  relative  to  the  public  landings  and  hay  scales, 
in  the  Northern  Liberties.  .  .  .  92 

B 
BANGOR  CHURCH.  Act  in  aid  of  Bangor  church,  in  Lancaster  county.  .  499 

BANKS Bank  of  Pennsylvania  incorporated.                .                .  ,          97 

.     .     .     Part  of  incorporating  act  repealed.                .  .        128 

.     .     .     Supplement  to  the  incorporating  act.                .  186 

Bank  of  North  America,  corporation  of,  revived.                 .  359 
Governor   authorized  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  the  bank  of 

Pennsylvania ;  and  the  bank  authorized  to  purchase,  and  sell, 

certain  stock.                .                .                .                .  502 

BARREN-HILL     ")  Barren-hill  church,  to  be  conveyed  to  certain  trustees.  46S 

CHURCH.     .     .  S 

BASTARDY.  .  .  Bastards  begotten  out  of  the  state,  and  born  within ;  or  begotten 
in  one  county,  and  born  within  another  ;  the  indictment  and 
trial  shall  be  in  tb.e  county  where  the  bastard  is  born.  .         41 

Of  the  concealment  of  the  death  of  bastard  children.  .      190 

BEAR,  CHRIS-      7  Christian  Bear,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Swatara  creek.  419 
TIAN.    .    .     .      S 

BEATLY,  WIL-    7^^'^^'^"*  ^^^tly,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Juniata.  201 

LIAM.     ...    3 

BEAVER  COUNTY.  Beaver  county,  erected  12th  March,  1800.  .  .        421 

BEAVER  TOWN.      Act  for  laying  out  the  town  of  Beaver.                .                .  56 

Daniel  Leets  survey  thereof  confirmed.                .                .  90 

Erected  into  a  borough.                 ....  495 

,     Five  hundred  acres  of  land  appropriated  for  an  academy  in.  429 

BEDFORD  COUN-">  Certain  lines   of  the  coimty  of  Bedford,  to  be  run  and  ascer- 

TY 5     tained.  .  .  .322 

Part  of  Bedford  county  annexed  to  the  county  of  Franklin.  323 

Part  of  Bedford  county,  .annexed  to  the  county  of  Somerset.  415 

Election  districts  in.         69,  85,  88,  115, 123,  201,  285,  468,  487,  499, 

BEDFORD,  BO-      ">  The  town  of  Bedford  erected  into  a  borough.  .  .  202 

ROUGH.         .3 

BENEFIT  OF  CLERGY.  Benefit  of  clergy  abolished.  .  .  .        18S 

BERKS  COUNTY.    Act  to  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  of  Berks  county.  .  227 

Election  districts  in.  .  .         SO,  124,  295,  304,  326,  375,  487, 

BOARD  OF  PROPERTY.  Board  of  Property  instituted.  .2 

BOROUGHS.     .    .     Chester:  ....                  .200 

Bedford.  ....                  .                202 

Huntingdon.  .....            271 

Union  Town.  .....           275 

SunbHry.  .....                 286 

Greenesburgh.  .               " .                .              •  .       340 

■West-Cheste>.  ,                .                .                .                .361 

Lebanon.  .....                 361 

Frankford.  .....              418 

Canonsburgh.  .                .                                 .                .         489 

Beaver.  ....                                  495 

Limits  of  the  borough  of  Bristol,  extended.  .        465 
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BRANDYWINE.     .  The  governor  authorized  to  incorporate  a  company  to  open  a  canal 

and  lock  navigation  on  tlie  waters  of  Brandywine.  114 

.     .     .     Supplements  to  this  act.  124,  199 

BREAD Act  to  regulate  the  manner  of  selling  loaf  bread.  .  394 

BRIDGE.S.     .     .     .     John  Shropp,  authorized  to  build  a  bridge  over  Lehigh,  at  Beth- 
lehem. ....  75 

The   governor  authorized  to   incorporate  a  company  to  build  a 
bridge  over  Susquehanna,  at  the  blue  rock.  .  .      119 

A  bridge  authorized  to  be  built  over  Lehigh  at  Easton,         .         274 

William   Wallace   authorized  to  build  a  bridge  over  RaystowR 
branch  of  Juniata.  ....  193 

T!ie  governor  authorized  to  incorporate  a  company  to  build  a 
bridge  over  Lehigh,  at  the  town  of  Northampton.  .        290 

Permanent  bridge  over  Schuylkill,   act  for  erection  of.       .  312 

A  certain  lot  of  ground  vested  in  the  permanent  bridge  company.  3^2 

Supplement  to  the  act  authorizing  Abraham  Witmer,  to  build  a 
bridge  over  Conestogoe.  .  .  .  335 

The  governor  authorized  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  Delaware,  at  Trenton.  .  ,        oZ5 

J.  Canan  authorized  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  the  Frankstown 
branch  of  Jvmiata.  ....  339 

Commissioners  of  Northampton  county,  authorized   to  receive 
toll,   for  a  limited  time,   at  the   bridge  over  Lehigh,    near 
Easton.  .....  415 

Isaac  Meason,  and  Zachariah  Connel,  authorized  to  erect  a  toll 
bridge  at  Connelsville,  over  Youghiogeny  river.  .  436 

A  bridge  authorized  to  be  built  over  little  Juniata-  .  465 

'  Marcus   Huling  authorized  to  erect  a  toH  bridge  over  Ftench 

creek.  .....  511 

BRIGADE  INSPECOThe  duties  of  the  brigade  inspector,  with  respect  to  the  arms 
TOR J     of  the  commonwealth,  prescribed.  ,  ,  289 

BRISTOL.     .     .     .     Fairs  abolished  in  the  borough  of  Bristol.  .  .  272 

Limits  of  the  borough  of,  e-xtended.  :  .  46© 

BUCKS  COUNTY.     Election  districts  in.  .  .  .  .  IST 

BURYING  GROUND.  A  lot  of  ground  vested  in  the  fourth   Presbyterian  church  of 

Philadelphia,  for  a  burying  ground.  .  .  4^7 

A  lot  of  ground  vested  in  the  German  reformed  church  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  a  burying  ground.  .  .  .  460 

A  lot  of  ground  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  a  strangers  burying  ground.  .  .  419 

BUTLER  COUNTY.  Butler  county,  erected  12th  March,  1800.  .  .        421 

C 

CANAL Conewago  canal  company,  incorporated.  ^  .  .  112 

The  governor  to  incorporate  a  company  for  opening  a  canal  and 

lock  navigation  on  the  waters  of  Brandy  wine  creek.  .        114 

.     .     .     Supplements  to  this  act.  .  124, 199 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal  company  incorporated.  .        462 

CANAN,  JOHN.    .    John  Canan  authorized  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  the  Frankstown 

branch  of  Juniata.  ....  33? 

CANONSBURG.     .   Canonsburg  erected  into  a  borough.  .  .  489 

College  established  at.  ...  .  478 

CARLISLE.     .     .      Supplement  to  the  borough  law  of  Carlisle.  .        ITT 

CARROLL'S  DE- 7  Act  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  Carroll's  delight,  repealed; 
LIGHT.     .     .      y      and  resurvey  of  it,  provided  for.  287 

CAVEAT.  .  .  .  After  determination  on  caveat,  by  the  board  of  property,  no  pa- 
tents to  issue  for  six  months ;  and  the  mode  of  issuing  them 
prescribed.  .  .  .74 

The  operation  of  caveats  limited  to  two  yeJCrs.  480 

VOL.   lit.  3  Y 
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CENTRE  COUNTY.  Centre  county  erected  13th  February,  1800.  .  407 

Certain  lines  of,  declared,  and  to  be  run,  &c-  .  447 

Election  districts  in.  448,  469,  479,  494 

Prison  of,  where  to  be  erected.  .  447 

CHALLENGES.     .     To  be  allowed  as  heretofore.  .190 

CHARTERS.    .      .     Act  against  defacers  of  charters,  how  to  be  enforced.  .         356 

CHESTER  COUNTY.  Act  for  the  erection  of  a  poor-house  in  Chester  county.  306 

Commissioners  of,  empowered  to  sell  certain  lots  and  purchase 

another  for  the  use  of  the  county.  419 

Act  to  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  between  Chester  and  Lancas- 
ter counties.  .  .  ...  452 

Election  districts  in.  .  .  .  283,  327 

CITY  LOTS.    .     .    Act  directing  the  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  city  lots,  &c.         300 

CLARK,   WAL- 7     Walter  Clark   and  others,  empowered  to  sell  a  certain  lot  of 
TER.     ...     V        ground  in  Lewisburg,  in  Northumberland  county,  &c.  304 

CLERGY,  BENE-")   Benefit  of  clergy  abolished.  ...  188 

FIT  OF,     .    .      5 

CLERKS.    .    .    .       Clerks  of  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their  yearly  al- 
lowance established.  .  .  .  •  183 
Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in  the  land-office.      259 

COCKOLAMUS    ">   Cockolamus  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  123 

CREEK.      .        5 

CODORUS  CREEK.  Codorus  creek,  York  county,  declared  a  public  highway.  473 

COHOCKSINK      7    Cohocksink  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  27S 

CREEK.     .     .     5 

COLLEGES.     .    .      Act  for  the  relief  of  Dickinson  college.  .  .  219 

A  college  established  at  Canonsburg,  Washington  county.  478 

College  of  Philadelphia  united  to  the  University.  .  53 

COMMISSIONERS  7  Act  to  provide  for  the  settling  the  public  accounts  of  the  com- 
OF  COUNTIES.   5     missioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties.  15 

County  commissioners,  how  to  be  elected,  and  their  duties.  393 

CONECOCHE AGUE  7  Certain  parts  of  Conecocheague  creek,  declared  a  public  high- 
CREEK.     ...      5     way.  .  ...  .127 

CONEDOGWINET  ■>  John  Walker  authorized  to  extend  his  mill-dam  over  it.        109,  195 
CREEK.    .      .       3Js^fi'"i^'i  Rees  and  Samuel  Fisher,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam 

on  it.  .  .  .  ,  .  19.9 

Oliver  Pollock  and  Henry  Neff,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  it.  266 

CONESTOGOE  ">        Martin  Nissley,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  it.  .  274 

RIVER.      .      3       Abraham  Witmer  authorized  to  erect  a  new  bridge  over  it.  335 

CONEWAGO  7  Conewago  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .  473 

CREEK.     .  3 

CONEWAGO  7  Act  to  authorize  Richard  Keys  and  others,  to  lead  ofFthe  waters 

FALLS.        5  of  Susquehanna,  at  Conewago  falls.  .  .  Ill 

CONGRESS.    .    .      Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives  in  congress.    502-3 

of  senators  in  .  486 

CONNECTICUT        ^  Act  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  North- 
SETTLERS,  ANDV      ampton,  Northumberland  and  Luzerne.  .  .  20? 

CLAIMANTS.       3  (See  Pennsylvania  Claimants.) 

CONNEL,  ZACHA.7Zachariah  Connel  authorized  to  erect  atoll  bridge  over  Youghi- 
RIAH.    •     .     •       5     oge"y»  at  Connelsville.  .  ...         436 

CONSTABLES.     .     Act  for  the  appointment  and  regulation  of  constables  in  the 

Northern-Liberties.  .  .  •  .  303 

in  the  district  of  Southwavk,  .  357"' 
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In  what  manner  the  election  of  constables  shall  be  notified.  356 

CONSTITUTION  ")  Amendment  to  the  constitution,  fixing  the  ratio  of  representa- 
OF  UNITED       C     tion,  ratified.  .....  36 

STATES.      .       3 

CONTRACT.       .       Contracts  with  deceased  persons  for  lands,  how  to  be  enforced 

by,  or  against  executors  or  ad  ministrators.  ,  66 

Contracts  witli  persons  afterwards  becoming  non  compotes,  hc»w 
to  be  enforced.  .  .  .  .  129,  30 

.     In  what  cases  to  be  removed  to  the  penitentiary  of  Philadelphia.  189 


CONVICTS.     . 

CORONERS'  SALES.  Act  to  enable  purchasers  at  sheriffs'  and  coroners'  sales  to  ob 
tain  possession.  .... 

CORPORATIONS.  "^  General  act  for  the  incorporation  of  certain  associations  of  citi 
»..-    V,      zens  for  literary,  religious  or  charitable  purposes.  . 


530 


(See  Turnpike- 
College.) 
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COUNTIES.    . 


5.6CI1S  jui  iitciaij,  religious  or  cnaritable  purposes.  .  20 

Company  for  promoting  the  cultivation  of  vines.  .  95 

Four  Protestant  evangelical  reformed  congregations,  in  North- 
ampton, Pennsylvania,  and  Sussex,  New  Jersey. — Trustees  of, 
to  sell  certain  lots,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds,  &c.  199 

First  and  third  Presbyterian  churches  of  Pliiladelphia,  charter 
of,  annulled.  ....  269 

Corporation  of  society  for  relief  of  poor  masters  of  ships,  &c.  act 
for,   amended.  ....  280 

Aggregate  corporation  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  children  of 
clergymen  of  the  Protestant  episcopal  church  in  the  United 
States.  .....  288 

Supplement  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  society  for  the  relief  of 
distressed  pilots,  &c.  .  .  .  .  306 

General  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  incorporated.  360 

Protestant  episcopal  church  of  St.  John,  West-Cain  township, 
Chester  county.  ....  370 

Presbyterian  congregation  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  in  Northamp- 
ton county. — Trustees  of,  authorized  to  sell  the  parsonage, 
&c.  and  purchase  a  more  convenient  lot  for  same  use.        .  384 

Act  to  supply  certain  defects  in  the  acts  incorporating  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  sundry  towns  and  boroughs.  .  390 

Burgesses  otherwise  qualified  to  hear  and  determine,  &c.  not  to 
be  disqualified  by  reason  of  interest  as  members  of  the  corpo- 
ration.       ,.,,..  391 

No  freeman  of  any  corporation  to  be  disqualified  as  a  witness  by 
reason  of  his  interest  in  the  corporation.  .  .  390 

Magdalen  society  incorporated.  .  .  .  495 

Costs  on  outlawry,  how  to  be  paid.                ...  40 
.     .     .  on  ignoramus  bills,  to  be  paid  by  the  county,   and  county 

to  pay  the  costs  on  unfounded  charges.                .              .  43 
Persons  confined  for   costs  of  prosecution,  intitled  to  be  dis- 
charged under  the  insolvent  laws.                 .                  .  43 
Expenses  of  removing  prisoners  for  trial,  from  one  county  to 

another,  how  to  be  paid.                ...  44 

Costs  of  prosecution,  on  conviction,  how  to  be  paid.            .  44 

.     .     on  acquittal,  to  be  paid  by  the  county.            .            .  281 

Lycoming  county,  erected  13th  April,  1795.  .  .  220 

Somerset  county,  erected  17th  April,  1795.  .  229 

Greene  county,  erected  9th  February,  1796.  .  .  262 

Wayne  county,  erected  21st  March,  1798,  .  .  316 

Adams  county,  erected  23d  January,  1800.  .  .  404 

Centre  county,  erected  13th  February,  1800.  -  407 

Beaver        "^ 

Butler  I 

Mercer        | 

Crawford    ^counties,  erected  12th  March,  1800.  .  421 

Erie 

Warren 

Venango 

Armstrong  J 
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COUNTERFEITING.  Punishment  of  counterfeiting,  or  uttering  covmleiieit  notes,  &c. 

prescribed,  .....  187 


392 


COUNTY  RATES"?   Act  to  raise  and  collect  county  rates  and  levies. 
AND  LEVIES.   3 

COURTS.     .    .    :      Courts  established  in  conformity  to  the  amendments  and  altera- 
tions in  the  constitution.  ...  28 

Supreme  court  and  common  pleas,  authorized  to  supply  defects 

in  titles  to  lands,  &c.  lost  or  defaced.  .  .  ST* 

Libels  of  shipbuilders,  &c.  to  be  sustained  in  the  common  pleas-       89 
Ti»ne  of  holding  and  continuing  the  supreme  court ;  and  the  last, 

as  well  as  the  first  day  of  each  term,  made  a  return  day.  245 

Salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  presidents  of 

the  common  pleas,  increased.  .  .  271, 329 

Power  of  the  courts  to  compel  the  production  of  books  and  papers.  303 

Act  for  the  continuance  of  the  quarter  sessions,  in  Philadelphia.    358 

Act  to  enable  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  to  hold  circuit 

courts.  .....  358 

Provision  for  removing  the  courts  of  justice  in  case  of  a  conta- 
gious disease  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  .  379, 437 
March  and  December  terms  in  supreme  court,  ertlarged.  511 
Suits  not  to  abate  or  discontinue,  by  reason  of  the  non-attendance 
of  the  judges  at  any  court.                .                .                •  529 

CRAWFORD  7  Crawford  county  erected  I2th  March,  1800.  .  .  421 

COUNTY.     .        3'  Trustees  of  Crawford  county,   empowered   to  erect  a  suitable 

building  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  at  Meadville.  .  510 

Election  districts  in.  ...  .  465 


CUMBERLAND 
COUNTY.    .     . 


7  Election  districts  in. 


50,  77 f  224,  284,  491 


D 


PAUPHIN  COUN-")  Harris's  ferry,  vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  Dauphin  county.    109 
TY.    ....      5  Election  districts  in.  .  .  197,  207,  304,  375,  450 


PEAN,  ROBERT. 

DEBTORS.    .    . 

(See  Insolvent 
Debtors.)    .    . 

DEEDS.    .    ,    .    . 


DEFACER§  OF 
fcHARTERS. 

DELAWARE 
COUNTY.     . 

.    .    .    RIVER 


Robert  Dean  and  Joseph  Smith,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing  dam 
on  the  Frankstown  branch  of  Juniata.  .  .  280 

)  Act  for  the  relief  and  support  of  poor  confined  debtors ; — weekly 
>     allowance  to  be  paid  by  plaintiffs  prescribed  ;— in  case  of  ne- 
J     gleet,  prisoner  to   be  discharged  ; — allowance  of  necessaries, 
how  to  be  made.  ....  78-9 

Deeds  may  be  acknowledged  before  an  associate  judge.  .        31 

Sheriffs'  deeds,  of  lands  sold  by  process  of  the  supreme  coiu-t,  or 
under  testatum  executions,  how  to  be  acknowledged.  .        31 

Sheriffs'  deeds  may  be  acknowledged  in  the  county  where  the 
lands  lie.  .....  58 

Mayor  and  recorder,  master  of  the  rolls,  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  may  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  in  the  same  man- 
ner justices  of  the  peace  could  formerly  do.  .  .    59 

Mayor  and  recorder  of  Philadelphia  may  take  proof  or  acknow- 
ledgment of  deeds  for  lands  in  any  part  of  the  state.  .     392 

Deeds  lost  or  defaced,  &c.  how  to  be  supplied  by  the  supreme 
court  and  common  pleas.  .  .  .  ,      8/ 


"^Act  against  defacers  of  charters,  how  to  be  enforced.  ,    356 

">  Election  districts  in.  ...  .  185 

Bridge  to  be  built  over  Delaware  river,  at  Easton.  .  200 

.     at,  or  near  Trenton.         336 

STATE  OF.   Certain  papers  and  records   in  the  land-office,   directed  to  be 

delivei'^d  oyer  to  the  agent  of  the  slate  of  Delaware.  ,       462 
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DEVISE Lands  devised  to  be  sold,  power  of  executors,  and  administra- 
tors with  the  will  annexed,  in  certain  cases,  provided,  to  effec- 
tuate the  intent  of  the  will.  .  .  .  433 

DICKINSONCOL-")  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dickinson  college.  .  .  219 

LEGE.    ...      3 

DISCONTINU-       7  No  suit  to  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 
ANCE.     ...     5     jutlg^s  ai  any  court.  ....  529 

DONATION  ^Mode  of  indenmifylng'  persons,  whose  donation  lands  fell  in  the  , 

LANDS.     .     .       3     state  of  New-York.  ....  HO 

Act  relative  to  donation  lands.  .  .  .  253 

'  Act  to  extend  the  period  for  making  application  for.  .        383 

Supplement  to  the  act  directing  distribution  of,  and  provision  for 

claimants  whose  lands  fell  in  New-York.  .  .        467 

Act  to  complete  the  benevolent  intention  of  the   legislature,  by 
distributing  the  donation  lands  to  all  inlitled  thereto.  .        505 

DOWER.     .     .     .     •  Devise  to  wife,  declared  to  be  in  lieu  of  dower,  unless,  &c.  300 

DUNKARD  ^Dunkard  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  ,        36^^ 

CREEK.     .     .       5 

E 
E  ASTON.     .     .     .      Bridge  to  be  erected  over  Delaware,  at  Easton.  ,  .  20O 

EJECTMENT.     .     .   Sheriff  directed  to  serve  declarations  in  ejectment.  .  59 

ELECTIONS,  ")  Act  to  regulate  the  trial  of  contested  elections.  .  .      45 

GENERAL.     •     .    5-  Supplement  to  this  act.  .  91 

.     .    .    OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT.     Act  to  regulate  the  general 

elections.  •  .  .  .  .  34(J 

Manner,  time  and  place  of  choosing  electors   of  president  and  ■ 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  &.c.  prescribed.  .      483 

...    OF  SENA-  )  Time,  place  and  manner  of  choosing  senators  in  the  congress  of 
TORS.     .     .     .     S      the  United  States  prescribed.  .  .  .  486 

...    OF  REPRESENTATIVES  1  Act  to  provide  for  t!ie  election  of  representatives 
IN  CONGRESS 5     >"  congress.  .  ,  .   -  502 

ELECTION   DIS-  ">  Adams  county.  .                ...              449 

TRICTS.     .     .      5  Allegheny  county.  50,  96,  219,  282,  326,  371,  373-4 

Armstrong  county.  ....                495 

Bedford  county,  69,  85,  88,  115,  123,  201,  282,  468,  487,  499 

Berks  county.            .  .            50,  124,  295,  304,  326,  375,  487 

Bucks  county.  .....             127 

Centre  county.  .                .    '            .             448,  469,  479,  494 

Chester  county.  ....             283    327 

Crawford  county.  ....                 465 

Cumberland  county.  .                .                50,  77,  224,  284,  491 

Dauphin  county.  .                .             .             197,  207,  304,  375 

Delaware  county.  •                .                 .                 .                 185 

Fayette  county. '  .                .            371,373,443,511 

Franklin  county.  .                                .                    120,  283,  416 

Germantown  township  to  choose,  an  additional  inspector.  418 

Greene  county.  ....             283,  372-3- 

Huntingdon  covmty.  .                  194,  283,  326,  537,  375,  444' 

Lancaster  county.  .             .            65,  223,  291,  372,  472,  501 

Lycoming  county.  ....            282,  469; 

Luzerne  county.  .                64,  141,  198,  328,  380,  442,  493 

Mercer  county.  ....              475,  493 

Mifflin  county.  .                .            .            23,  202, 328, 371,  469 

Montgomery  county.  .                .                             292,  372,  479 

Northampton  county.  5,  ,121,»284,  291,  372,  380,  478,  491,  499 

Northumberland  county.  23,  50,  223,  284,  327,  373,  445 

Philadelphia,  divided  into  wards,  each  to  choose  one  additional 

inspector.  .                 412 
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Philadelphia,  election  districts.  .         "      .  .  374-5, 450 

....     Northern-Liberties  of.  .  .  202,  206 

to  choose  four  inspijctors.  418 

.     .    .     .     District  of  South  warkjMoyamensing' and  Passyunk.  281 

to  choose  four  inspectors.  418 

Somerset  county.  .  .  282,  314,  448,  478,  488 

Venango  county.  ....  465 

Warren  county.  ...  .  .  465 

Washington  county.  22,  76,  128,  208,  328,   381,  443,  480 

Westmoreland  county.  .  .  50,  65,  196,  465,  492 

York  county.  ....  453,489 

ELLIOTT,   BEN-")   Benjamin  Elliott  authorized  to  erect  a  wing  dam  on  the  Franks- 
JAMIN.     .     .      3       town  branch  of  Juniata.  .  .  198 

ERIE Act  to  provide  for  laying  out  the  town  of  Erie.  .  233 

Supplement  to  this  act.  .  •  •  •  411 

Act  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  tracts  adjoining  the  town.  381 

.    .     .    COUNTY  OF.  Erie  county,  erected  12th  March,  1800.  .  •  421 

ERNST,    CHRIS-  )   Christopher  Ernst,  and  S.  Sherer,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry 
TOPHER.     ,     .    \      over  Swatara,  near  Huramel'stown.  .  .  269 

ERROR Writs  of  error,  to  be  brought  within  seven  years,  &c.  34 

ESCHEAT.  .  .  .  Supplement  to  the  act  to  regulate  escheats,  relative  to  the  de- 
vise and  descent  of  lands  to  aliens.  .  .  4 

ESTATES  TAIL.       Act  to  facilitate  the  barring  of  estates  tail.  338 

EVIDENCE.    .     .      Concealment  of  the   death  of  bastard  children,  not  conclusive 

evidence  of  murder.  ....  191 

EXECUTION.     .     .    Purchasers  at  sheriffs'  and  coroners'  sales,  enabled  to  obtain 

possession.  .  .  .  .  .  530 

EXECUTIVE  DE-")  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  enter  the  minutes  and  pro- 
PARTMENT.     5       ceedings  thereof  in  proper  books,  &c.  and  to  make  an  index 

thereof  to  a  certain  period.  ...  82 

Act  for  vesting  the  powers  formerly  vested  in  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council,  in  the  governor,  unless  otherwise  vested  by 
law.  .  .  .  185 

EXECUTORS.    .     .    Act  to  enable  executors  to  convey  lands  contracted  for  with  their 

decedents,  and  to  recover  the  money.  .  .  66 

Power  of,  to  bring  actions,  &c.  where  lands  are  devised  to  be 
sold,  and  where  they  have  a  naked  authority  only.  .  67 

In  what  manner  they  may  be  sued  on  contracts  by  the  testator, 
on  sales  of  real  estates,  &c.  ...  67 

In  what  manner  they  may  settle  their  accounts  and  be  dis- 
charged. .....  297 

Power  of  surviving,  or  acting  excutors,  to  sell  lands  devised  to 
be  sold,  under  certain  circumstances.  .  .  433 

Their  authority,  in  certain  cases,  to  convey  lands  sold  by  their 
decedents  under  orders  of  the  orphans'  court.  .  499 

EXCISE  DUTIES.     All  laws  relating  to  the  excise  duties,  repealed.  37 

F 
FAIRS.     ....       Fairs  in  the  borough  of  Bristol,  abolished.  .  .  272 

Fairs  authorized  to  be  held  in  the  borough  of  Sunbury.  479 

FEES Act  to  establish  an  explicit  fee-bill.  .  .  249 

Fees  of  inspector  of  flour,  and  by  whom  to  be  paid ;  and  how 

to  be  charged  on  sale  of  the  flour.  .  .  313 

Fees  of  the  inspector  of  staves  and  heading,  increased.        314,  435 
Fees  in  the  surveyor-general's  office  regulated.  .  378 

FELONY.  .  .  .  Accessaries  in  felony  may  be  indicted  and  punished  though  the 
principal  felon  be  not  taken  ;  and  in  such  case  they  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  prosecution,  as  accessaries  after  the  fact,  in  case 
the  principal  felons  shall  be  afterwards  taken  and  convicted.       41 
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See  the  apt  for  the  better  preventing^  of  crimes,  and  for  abolish- 
ing the  punishment  of  death  in  certain  cases.  186 

FENCES A  certain  act  for  regulation  of  fences,  &c.  repealed  so  fai*  as  it 

relates  to  the  county  of  Northumberland.  417 

FERRIES.     .     .     .      William  Harris  and  Joseph  M'Clelland,   authorized  to  establish 

a  ferry  on  Juniata,  at  Mifflin  town.  .  .  .     269 

Christopher  Ernst  and  Samuel  Sherer,  authorized  to  establish  a 
ferry  on  Swatara,  near  Hummel's  town.  .  269 

Thomas  Whitaker,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  Franks- 
town  branch  of  Juniata,  at  Huntingdon.  .  .  270 

David  Watts  and  Matthias  Flam,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry 
on  Susquehanna,  near  the  mouth  of  Juniata.  358 

FIRE Act  to  prevent  the  damage  which  may  happen  by  firing  of  woods 

and  marshes.  .....      139 

Corporation  of  Philadelphia,  authorized  to  oblige  the  owners  of 
houses  to  provide  fire  buckets.  .  .  .  245 

Corporation  of  Philadelphia  authorized  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  certain  parts  of  the  city.  .  246 

FISHER,  SAMUEL.  Samuel  Fisher,   and  Jeremiah  Rees,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill- 
dam  on  Conodogwinet  creek.  .  .  .  199 

FISHERIES.    .     .      Act  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  riv€r  Schuylkill.  .  115 

Act  to  prevent  the  erection  of  fish  dams  in  Schuylkill,   Susque- 
hanna, Juniata,  and  their  branches.  .  .  376 
Fisheries  in  Juniata  and  its  branches  regulated.                                445 

FISHING  CREEK.     Fishing  creek,  in  Northumberland  county,  and  one  of  its  branch- 
es, declared  public  highways.  .  384 
Fishing  creek  in  Lycoming  county.                .    '             .                .      279 

FLAM,  MATTHIAS.  Matthias  Flam,  and  David  Watts,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry 

on  Susquehanna.  ....     358 

FLOUR Act  for  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  western  counties^  .     52 

Supplements  to  the  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  unmerchant- 
able flour.  .....     248,313 

Rye  flour  and  of  Indian  corn,  how  to  be  packed,  branded  and  in- 
spected. .....  437 

FORCIBLE  ENTRY.  Act  against  forcible  entry,  how  to  be  enforced.  .  356 

FORGERY.     .    .     .     Forging,  and  uttering  forged  bank  notes,  how  punished.  .    188 

FRANKFORD.     .       The  village  of  Frankford  erected  into  a  bf)rough,  .  418 

Frankford  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .       338 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  Certain  parts  of  Bedford  county,  annexed  to  Franklin  county.  323 
Election  districts  in.  .  .  .  120, 283, 416 

FRANKLIN,  "^  Act  to  provide  for  the  laying  out  the  town  of  Franklin.  233 

TOWN  OF.     .     3  Two  lots  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  ceded  to  the  United  States.  261 

Act  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  tracts  adjoining  tlie  town.        .  381 

Supplement  to  the  act  for  laying  out  tlie  town  of  Frajiklin.         .  411 

FRAUD Frauds  at  elections,  how  punished.  .  350-1 

FR  AZER,  PAUL.       Paul  Frazer,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Shearman's  creek.  277 

FRENCH  CREEK.     James  Hulings,  and  Roger  Alden,  authorized  to  erect  mill-dams 

on  French  creek,  Crawford  county.  .  .  448-9 

G 

GAMING.     .     .     .      Act  for  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality.  .         177 

GARDNER,  WIL-  ")  William  Gardner  authorized  to  erect  a  mill  dam  over  Youghiog- 
LIAM.     ...     5     heny  river.  .....  207 

GflERMAN  TOWN.     German  town  township  authorized  to  choose  an  additional  iB 

spector  at  elections.  4l^ 
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GOVERNOR  OF     "p  The  powers  formerly  vested  in  the  supreme  executive  council, 
THE  COMMON- C     vested  in  the  Governor,  unless  otherwise  vested  by  law.  .     185 

WEALTH.     .       3 

GREENESBURG.    •  Greenesburg  erected  into  a  borotigh.  .       .        .  340 

GREENE  COUNTY.  Greene  county  erected  9th  February,  1796,  .  _  .262 

Election  districts  in,  ....     283,372-3 

Power  of  the  trustees  of,  transferred  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners. .....  407 

Lines  between  Washington  and  Greene  counties,  altered,  480 

GUNPOWDER.     .      Act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  gunpowder.  .  240 

Supplement  to  this  act.  ....         498 

H 
5IABEAS  CORPUS.  The  presidents,  and  associate  judges  of  the  common  pleas,  au- 
thorized to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  .         30 

HAMAKER,  ADAM.  Adam  Hamaker  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Swatara.        112 

HARRIS'S  FERRY.    Harris's  Ferry  vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  Dauphin  county.   109 

HARRIS,  WIL-      >  William  Harris  and  Joseph  M'Clelland,  authorized  to  establish  a 
LIAM.     •     .     •    5     ferry  on  Juniata,  at  Mifflintown.  .  .  .      269 

HAWGER,  JOHN.     John  Hawger,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Penn's  creek.       219 

HAWKERS  AND  PEDLARS.  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Hawkers  and  Pedlars.  359 

HEADING  AND     7  Inspector  of  staves  and  heading  to  be  appointed.  268 

STAVES     .     .      5 1'^ees  of  the  inspector  increased.  .  .         314 

HEALTH  LAWS.      Board  of  health  authorized  to  sell  the  Lazaretto,  on  State  isl- 
and, &c.  .....  457 

Health  laws  amende^,  so  far   as   respects  vessels,   &c.  coming 
from  any  port  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  .  .  481 

HERR,  BENJAMIN.  Benjamin   Herr,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing  dam  on  Allegheny 

river.  .  .  .  ...       358 

HIGH  TREASON.     Punishment  of  high  treason  altered  and  prescribed.  .        187 

HOSPITAL.     .     .       Act  to  extend  the  benefits   experienced   from   the  Pennsylvania 

hospital;  and  to  establish  a  lying-in  and  foundling  hospital.        117 

HULING,  JAMES.     James  Huling,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill  dam  on  French  creek.      448 

HULING,  MARCUS.  Marcus  HuUng,  authorized  to  erect  a  toll   bridge  on  French 

creek.  .  .  .  .  .511 

HUNTINGDON      7  The  boundary  between  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin  counties  ascer- 
COUNTY.     .     .    i      talned.  .  .  .19,65 

Certain  lines  of  the  coxinty  of  Huntingdon,  to  be  run.  .      322 

Certain  lines  between  Huntingdon  and  Centre  described,  and  to 

be  run  accordingly.  ....  447 

Election  districts  in.  .  .    194,  283,  326,  337,  375,  444 

Town  of.  Huntingdon  erected  into  a  borough.  ,  .  .      271 

I 
INCOME  ATI-         7  Holding  certain  offices  or  appointments  in  this  state,  declared  in- 
BILITY.     .     .       5      compatible  with  the  holding  *r  exercising  offices  or  appoint- 
ments under  the  United  States.  .  .       4S5 

INDIAN  CORN  MEAL.  How  to  be  packed,  branded  and  inspected,  for  exportation.    437 

INDICTMENT.     .     In  what  manner  indictments  may  be  removed  into  the  supreme 

court.  .  .  .  .  .  .        30 

INSOLVENT  7  Persons  confined  for  costs  of  prosecution  entitled  to  be  dis- 

DEBTORS.    .      5     charged  under  the  insolvent  laws.  .  .  .43 

Persons  not  having  resided  in  the  state  two  years,  how  they  may 
be  discharged.  .  .  .  .  .61 
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Debtors  in  confinement  under  actions  upon  contract,  may  be  dis- 

cliarged,  though  not  chai-ged  in  execution.  .  .      62 

Debtors,  whose  debts  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds     "^ 

may  be  discharged.  .  .  .    C.   125 

Ten  days  notice  of  application  sufficient  in  supreme  court.         j 

>  Act  regulating  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  western  counties.         52 

)  Supplement  to  the  laws  for   preventing  the  exportation  of  flour 

not  merchantable.  ....  248 

Supplement  to  the  original  act.  .  .  .  313 

Flour  of  rye  and  Indian  corn  to  be  inspected,  &c.  ,  438 

.     .     OF  GUNPOWDER.  Act  for  the  inspection  of  gunpowder.  ,  2.40 

.    .     .     OF  STAVES  AND")  Act  for   appointing  an  inspector   of  staves  and  head- 

HEADING i      ing.  ,  .  .  .268 

Fees  of  the  inspector  increased,  .  .  .  314 

INSPECTORS  OF  \  Inspectors  of  the  gaol  and  penitentiary  house  of  Phlladelpliia,  to 
THE  PRISON.  3  be  inspectors  of  the  debtors  apartment ; — to  attend  weekly  to 
make  regulations  ; — salary  of  the  keeper,  how  to  be  paid } — al- 
terations to  be  made  in  the  debtors  apartment.  .  7^ 
For  the  duties  of  the  inspectors,  see  the  acts  for  the  better  pre- 
venting of  crimes,  &c.  and  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  reform 
the  penallaws,  &c.               ....    186,  24j5 

INSURANCE  COMPANIES.  Insurance  company  of  North  America  incorporated.        129 
Insurance  company  of  Pennsylvania  incorporated.  .  14.0 

.     .     .     Supplement  to  this  act.  .  .  .  200 

INTESTATES.     .      Act  for  descent  of  intestates' real,  and  distribution  of  thpir  per- 
sona! estates.  .....      143 

.     .    .     Supplement  to  the  intestate  law.  .  .  296 

Sale  of  intestates'  lands,  by  order  of  orphans*  court,  and  adminis- 
trators dying  before  deed  executed, — his  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators authorized  to  convey.  ,     499,  5(^0 

INTRUSION.     .     .    Act  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  North- 
ampton, Northumberland  and  Luzerne.  .  .         209 
.    .     .     Supplement  to  this  act.                                 .                -  457 

ISLANDS.     .     .     .     Act  for  the  sale  of  islands  in  Susquehanna  river.  .  .       93 

Any  act  repealing  the  provision  made  for  the  sale  of  the  islands 
in  Susquehanna,  repealed.  ....  494 


JUDGMENT.     .     .     Power  vested  in  prothonotaries,  to  sign  judgments.  .  31 

Liens  of  judgments  on  real  estates,  limited.  .  .       SSL 

Judgments  in  supreme  court  to  be  confined  to  real  estates  in  the 
proper  county.  .....  359 

JUDICIARY.     .     .      Courts  established  in  conformity  to  the  amendments  and  altera- 
tions in  the  constitution.  ...  28 

Appeals  from  the  acts  and  decisions  of  registers  of  wills,  to  be 
allowed  if  made  within  two  years.  .  .  .58 

Supreme  court  and  common  pleas  authorized  to  supply  defects  in 
titles  to  real  estate,  lost  or  defaced,  &c.  .  .  87 

Libels  in  case  of  ships,  for  work  and  materials,  &c.  to  be  exhibit- 
ed to  the  common  pleas.  ...  89 

Times  of  holding  and  continuing  supreme  court,  altered  ;  and  the 
last  as  well  as  the  first  day  of  every  term  made  a  return  day.     245 

Salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  presidents  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  increased.  .  .         271,329 

Power  vested  in  the  courts,  to  compel  tlie  production  of  books 
and  papers,  8ic.  .  .  ■   303 

Quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  act  to 
enable  it  to  continue  during  a  longer  period.  .  .  ^    353 

Act  to  enable  the  judges  of  the  suj^reme  court  to  hold  circuit 
couits..  V  .  ^8 
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Provision  for  removing'  the  courts  of  justice  in  case  of  a  contagi. 

ous  disease  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  .  .    379,  437 

March  and  December  terms  in  the  supreme  court  enlarged.  511 

No  suit  to  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 

judges  at  any  term.  .  .  .  .  52? 
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Little  Juniata  declared  a  public  highway. 

William  Wallace,  authorized  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the   Rays> 

town  branch  of  Juniata!  ....      193 

Benjamin  Elliott,  authorized  to  erect.a  wing-dam  on  the   Franks 

town  branch  of  Juniata.  ....     198 

William  Beatty,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Juniata.  201 

William  Harris  and  Joseph  M'Clelland,  authorized  to  establish 

a  ferry  on  Juniata,  at  Mifflin  town.  .  .  269 

Thomas  Whitaker,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry  on  the  Franks 

town  branch  of  Juniata,  at  Huntingdon.  .  .  27Q 

Robert  Dean  and  Joseph  Smith,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam 

on  the  Franks  town  branch  of  Juniata.  .  .  280 

John  Canan,  authorized  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  the  Franks 

town  branch  of  Juniata.  ....     339 

Act  to  prevent  the  erection  offish  baskets,  &c.  in  Juniata.  37^ 

Fisheries  regulated  in  Juniata  and  its  branches.  .  445 

A  bridge  authorized  over  little  Juniata.  .  .  465 

Peter  Arnolt  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  the  Rays   town 

branch  of  Juniata,  near  Bedford.  .  496 

JUSTICES  OF  THE">  Justices  to  give  receipts  for  laws,  to  be  delivered  over  to  their 
PEACE.     •     •     •    3      successors.  .  .  .  97 

Supplement   to   the   act  to  extend  the  powers  of  justices  ;  and 

jurisdiction  given  in  case  of  damages  in  certain  trespasses.         354 
Act  regulating  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace — Not  to  act  out 
of  their  districts — Nor  keep  tavern ;  nor  hold  their  offices  in 
any  tavern.  .  ...  490-1 

K 
KEYS,  RICHARD.   Richard  Keys,   and  others,  authorized  to  lead  off,  and  use  the 

waters  of  Susquehanna,  at  Conewago  falls.  .  Ill 


LAMPS  AND 
WATCH. 


LANCASTER, 
BOROUGH. 

LANCASTER 
COUNTY. 


LAND  MARKS. 
LAND-OFFICE. 


} 


Lamps  and  watch  established  in  certain  parts  of  the  Northern- 
Liberties.  .  10 
in  the  borough  of  Lancaster.  75 

Lamps  and  watch,  established  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster.  75 

Lottery  for  paving  the  streets  of  the  borougli  of  Lancaster.  281 

Act  to  establish  a  poor-house,  &c.  for  the  county  of  Lancaster.    306 
Act   to  ascertain  certain  boundary  lines    between  Chester  and 

Lancaster  counties.  ....  452 

Election  districts  in.  .  65,  223,  291,  372,  472,  501 

Act  against  removing  of  land  marks,  how  to  be  enforced.  356 

Secretary  of  the  land-office  to  grant  citations,  and  appoint  days 
of  hearing  before  the  board  of  property.  .  .  2 

Unsatisfied  warrants,  how  to  be  ascertained,  &c.  [and  holders 
thereof,  how  to  be  compensated — repealed.]  63-4 

Act  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  within  this  commonwealth.      70 

Certain  lands  at  Presq'  Isle,  reserved  to  the  state.  .  74 

Unsatisfied  warrants,  under  tbe  act  of  21st  December,  1784, 
may  be  located  on  any  vacant  lands.  .  TS 

So  much  of  the  laws,  as  allows  interest  on  balances  to  individu- 
als, in  land-office,  repealed.  .  .  .9.'? 

Islands   in  the  Susquehanna,  act  for  the  sale  of.  .  93 

Act  to  prevent  the  receiving  any  more  applications,  or  issuing 
any  more  warrants,  except  in  certain  cases,  for  lands  vnitbin 
this  commonwealth.  .  .  .  .  184 

Ko  applications  to  be  received  for  land,  unless  in  cases  of  actual 
settlement.  ...  193 

Act  to  compensate  David  Meade  and  otliets.  26? 
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LAWS. 


Page 
Act  to  provide  for  the  resurvey  of  Carroll's  delight.  .  287 

Regulation  of  fees  in  the  surveyor-general's  office.  .  378 

Provision  to  indemnify  persons,  whose  lands  fell  within  the  state 

of  New-York.  ...  .461 

Operation  of  caveats  limited.  480 

Islands  in  Susquehanna,  any  prohibition  of  the  sale  of,  repealed.  494 
No  new  warrants  to  issue  where  warrants  have  already  issued, 

north  and  west,  &c.  .  •  510 

Act  to  provide  for  printing,  publishing  and  distributing  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  directing  a  proper  index  to  be  made 
of  the  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the  executive  department. 

Prothonotaries  to  deliver  the  laws  to  the  justices,  who  shall  sign 
a  receipt  therefor,  to  deliver  them  to  their  successors. 

Supplement  to  the  act  for  distributing  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  this  commonwealth. 


LEBANON.     .     , 
LEGISLATURE. 


The  town  of  Lebanon  erected  into  a  borough. 

Wages  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  fixed. 

increased. 
Yearly  allowance  to  the  clerks  and  sergeants  at  arms. 


79 

97 

286 

361 

26 
111 

183 


LEHIGH John  Shropp,  authorized  to  build  a  bridge  over  Lehigh,  at  Beth- 
lehem. .....  75 

Little  Lehigh  declared  a  public  highway.  .  •  70 

Edward   Shymer  authorized  to   erect   a  mill-dam  on  the  north 
side  of  Lehigh.  ....  124 

A  bridge  to  be  built  over  Lehigh,  at  Easton.  .  274 

at  the  town  of  Northampton.  290 

A  company  to  be  incorporated  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Le- 
high. .....  311 

LIBRARY,    .     .    .     The  Loganian  library  annexed  to  the  Philadelphia  library.  69 

Philadelphia  library  company  authorized  to  increase  the  annual 
payment  from  the  members  of  it.  .  .  220 

LIEN Lien  of  persons   employed  in  building  ships,  &c.  how  to  be  se- 
cured by  libel,  &c.  in  the  common  pleas.  .  89 
The  lien  of  judgments  on  real  estate,  limited.                  .                 331 
The   lien   of  judgments  in  the  supreme  court,  to  be  confined  to 
the  proper  county.                .                .                .                •             359 


LIMITATION. 


LOAN-OFFICE. 
LOTTERY.    . 


Act  limiting  the  time  during  which  judgment  shall  be  a  lien  on 
real  estates,  and  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  sureties  of 
public  officers.  .  •  •  •  331 

Limitation  act  repealed  so  far  as  relates  to  lands  claimed  under 
the  Connecticut  title.  .  •  .  •  421 

Limitation  act,  the  time  of  operation  of,  suspended  for  three 
years.  .....  435 

Act  to  repeal  the  act  establishing  a  loan-office  for  500,000  dollars.  141 

Lottery  for  paving  the  streets  of  Lancaster.  .  281 

A  lottery  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  piers  on  Allegheny  and 
-  -  •    '      •  •    '  451 

323 
60 


Monongahela  rivers,  repealed. 
Lottery  for  building  a  bridge  at  Reading,  repealed. 
Act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY.  Act  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  in,  .  209 

Act  to  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  of  .  •  ^  227 

Act  to  compensate  David  Meade  and  others,  for  lands  in.       ^       267 
Acts  to  compensate  the  Pennsylvania  claimants.  362,  435 

Boundaries  of,  to  be  ascertained.  .  ■  466 

Election  districts  in.  64, 141, 198,  328,  380,  442,  493 


LYCOMING 
COUNTY.    . 


Lycoming  county  erected  13th  April,  1795.  .  220 

Certain  lines  between  Lycoming  and  Centre  counties  to^be  run.     447 
Boundaries  to  be  run  and  marked.  .  •      •  465 

Election  districts  in.  .  .  .  282, 469 
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MAGDALEN  SOCIETY.  Magdalen  society  in  Philadelpliia,  incorporated.  .         495 

MAIM.    ....    Malicious  maim  defined,  and  punishment  of  prescribed.      .        188 

MARKETS.    .      .      Extension  of  market,  in  High-street,  Philadelphia,  authorized.    197 
Act  for  the  erection  of  a  market  house  in  the  Northern  Liberties, 
on  Second-street  continued,  between  Coates-street,  and  Poplar 
lane.  .....  203 

A  certain  act  for  regulating  the  Philadelphia  market,  repealed.     470 
Any  person  may  expose  to  sale  provisions,  vegetables  or  fruit,  in 
the  markets  of  any  city  or  borough,  which  shall  not  have  been 
previously  purchased  within  the  same.  .  .  530 

MASKE,  MANOR^The  claim  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  Manor  of  Maske,  re- 
OF 5      leased.  .....  284 

M'CLELLAND,     ^  Joseph  M'Clelland  and  William  Harris,   authorized  to  establish 
JOSEPH.    .     .     3      a  ferry  on  Juniata.  ...  269 

MEADE,  DAVID.    Act  to  compensate  David  Meade  and  others .  .  .  267 

MEADOWS.     .     .     Richmond  Precinct,  Northern  Liberties.  10 

Tinicum  township,  Delaware  county.              ...  62 

Kingsessing,  Philadelphia  county.                              .             .  208 

Darby  township,  Delaware  county.                 •             .  279 

Bristol  Island.                                    .                   ...  314 

West  side  of  Darby  creek,  Ridley  township,  Delaware  county.  412 

MEASON,  ISAAC.    Isaac  Meason,  authorized  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  Youghiog- 

heny,  at  Connellsville.  .  .  .  .         436 

MERCER  COUNTY.  Mercer  county,  erected  12th  March,  1800.  421 

Election  districts  in.  ...  475,  493 

MIFFLIN  CDUN-  ")  Boundary  line  between  Mifflin  and  Huntingdon  counties  ascer- 

TY 5      tained.  .  .  19,  65 

New  trustees  appointed  for  the  county  of  Mifflin.  .  401 

Election  districts  in.  23,202,328,371,469 

MILLER,  JOHN.      John  IN^iller,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  Swatara.  277 

MONONGAHELA"^  Andrew  Pierce  authorized  to  keep  in  repair  a  mill-dam  on  Mon- 
RIVER.     •     ••    5      ongahela  river,  and  to  erect  and  keep  a  lock  and  canal  in  re- 
pair, near  the  dam.  ...  115 
John  Sherer  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  it.                            491 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.  Election  districts  in.  292,  372,  479 

MOYAMENSING  TOWNSHIP.  At  what  place  voters  of,  shall  elect  at  elections.         281 

MUD  ISLAND.     .    Mud  Island  ceded  to  the  United  States.  .  .  223 

MURDER.  .  .  .  Murder,  distinguished  into  murder  of  the  first,  and  murder  of 
the  second  degree,  and  petit  treason  to  be  proceeded  against 
ak  other  murder  ;  and  tlie  punishment  of  the  said  offences,  re- 
spectively, prescribed.  ....      187 

N 
NAVIGATION.    .    A  company  to  be  incorporated  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

river  Lehigh.     (See  "Canal.")  .  .  .311 

NEFF,  HENRY.     .    Henry  Neff  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Conedogwinet.       266 

NESHANOCK  CREEK.  Neshanock  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  450 

NISSLEY,  MARTIN.  Martin  Nissley  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Conestogoe.   274 

NON  COMPOS       ">  Contracts  with  persons  becoming  non  compos  mentis,  how  to  be 
MENTIS.     .     .     3     carried  into  effect.  .  .        129-30 

NORTHAMPTON  "^  Act  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  in  Northampton  county.  209 

COUNTY.     .     .    3  ^'^^  ^^  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  of  Northampton  county.  227 

Election  districts  in,  5,  121,  284,  291,  372,  380,  478,  491,  499 
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NORTHERN  LI-     ">  Act  to  establish  a  nightl)  watch,  provide  lamps,  and  support 
BERTIES.     .     .    5     pumps,  for  public  use,  in  certain  parts  thereof. 
.     .     .     Divided  into  districts. 

Act  to  erect  a  market-house  in,  on  Second-street,  continued 
Act  for  regulating-  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in. 
Act  respecting  the  wharves  and  public  landings  in. 
Act  for  the  appointment  and  regulation  of  constables  in 
Supplement  to  tlie  ace  establishing  the  nightly  watch,  'c. 
Supplement  to  the  act  regulating  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in.  456 
A  public  landing  in,  authorized  to  be  sold.  .  .  461 

Election  districts  in.  ....  206 

Authorized  to  choose  four  inspectors  of  the  election.        .        .      418 

NORTHUMBER.    1  Act  to  prevent  intrusions  on  lands  in  Northumberland  county,        20^ 
AND  COUNTY.5  Act  to  ascertain  part  of  the  lines  of  .  .  '      227 

•        "         '  '        4ir 

466 

446 


NOTARIES  PUB- 
LIC  


} 


OATHS. 


OFFICERS  AND 
SOLDIERS.     . 

OHIO  RIVER.     . 

OUTLAWRY.      . 

OWEN,  EVAN. 


Fences  in,  a  certain  act  regtilating  them  in,  so  far  repealed. 

Certain  lines  thereof,  to  be  run,  &c. 

Election  districts  in.  23,  50,  223,  284, 327,  373, 

A  competent  number  of  notaries  public  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor.  .....  6 

A.uthorized  to  administer  oaths,  incident  to  their  office  ;  to  re- 
ceive the  proof,  or  acknowledgment  of  all  instruments  of  writ- 
ing relating  to  commerce  or  navigation,  such  as  bills  of  sale, 
bottomries,  mortgages  and  liypothecations  of  ships  or  vessels, 
charter-parties  of  affreightment,  letters  of  attorney,  and  such 
other  writings  as  have  been  usually  proved  or  acknowledged 
before  notaries  within  this  commonwealth.  .  .         6 

To  keep  registers  of  their  official  acts  ;  to  keep  and  use  an  offi- 
cial seal ;  and  to  take  and  subscribe  a  certain  oath.  .  7 

Governor  to  appoint  two  additional  notaries  in  Philadelphia,  &c.   325 

O 

Notaries  public  empowered  to  administer  certain  oaths.  .  6 

Prothonotarles  and  clerks  of  courts  of  record  to  administer 
oaths,  &c.  .  .  .  31 

t  Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  estates  of  deceased  of- 

^      ficers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line.  .  •  293 

The  Ohio  river,  and  branches  thereof,  declared  public  highways.  320 

Proceedings  in  outlawry  prescribed  and  i-egulated.  .  37 

Evan  Owen  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  the  north  side  of 
the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna,  in  Northumberland  and  Lu- 
zerne counties.      ...  .  269 


PARTITION.     .    .    Act  concerning  writs  of  partition,  .  .        386 

P  ASSYUNK  7  Electors  of  Passyunk  tovfnship,  where  to  vote  at  elections.  281 

TOWNSHIP.     .       5 

PATENTS.     ...    In  what   form  patents  are  to  be  granted ;  to  be  sealed  with  the 

great  seal.  .  .  .  .  .2 

Not  to   issue  for  six  months  after  determination  of  a  caveat  be- 
fore the  board  of  property,  under  the  act  of  1792.  74 

PEDLARS  AND  HAWKERS.  Act  for  the  regulation  of  hawkers  and  pedlars.  359 

yENAL  LAWS.    .    Proceedings  in  outlawry,  prescribed  and  regulated.  37-40 

Law  against  witchcraft,  repealed.  ^40 

Persons  standing  mute,  how  to  be  tried.      .  .  j 

Bastards  begotten  out  of  the  state,  and  born  within  ;  or  begotten"^ 
in  one  county,  and  born  in  another ;  indictment  and  trial  to  be  j 
where  the  bastard  is  born.  .  .  .  j 

Punishment  of  adultery  to  be  by  fine  and  Imprisonment.  .  >•    41 

Accessaries  and  receivers  of  felons,  how  to  be  punished,  I 
though  the  principal  felon  be  not  taken.  .| 

Restitution  of  stolen  goods,  how  to  be  made.  J 


SSO  INDEX. 

Page 
Goods  suspected  to  be  stolen,  may  be  taken  into  the  magistrate's 

custody,  and  proceedings  tlierein  regulated.  .  .  42* 

Costs  on  ignoramus  bills  to  be  paid  by  tlie  county.      .  .   -\ 

Persons  confined  for  costs  of  prosecution  intitled  to  the  benefit/      .c, 

of  the  insolvent  laws.  *  ■  •  V 

County  to  pay  costs  on  unfounded  charges.  .  j 

Expenses  of  removal  of  prisoners  from  one  county  to  another  ior 

trial,  how  to  be  paid.  .  ^44 

Costs  of  prosecution  on  conviction,  how  to  be  paid.  .        3 

nspectors  of  the  prison,   how  appointed  ;  their  powers  and  du- 
ties. .....  44-5 

Act  for  the  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality.  .      177 

Act  for  the  better  preventing  of  crimes,  and  abolishing  the  pun~ 

ishment  of  death   in  certain  cases.  .  186 

Murder  distinguished  into  murder  of  the  first,  and  murder  of  the 
second  degree,  and  petit  treason  to  be  proceeded  against   as 
other  murders,  and  the   punishment  of  these  crimes  respec- 
tively prescribed.  ....       187,190 

High  treason,  arson  and  rape,  punishment  of,  prescribed.  187 

Punishment  of  persons  convicted  of  counterfeiting  and  uttering 
counterfeit  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  forging  or  ottering  forged 
bank  notes,  prescribed.  .  .  187-.8 

Maim  defined  and  punishment  prescribed.  .  "^ 

Volimtary  and  involuntary  manslaughter,  punishment  prescrib-  s.   188 

ed.  ^      .  3 

Benefit  of  dergy  abolished,  and  punishment  in  lieu  thereof.        188-9 
Convicts  in  any  county  (except  for  murder  of  the  first  degree) 
whose  crimes  were  formerly  punished  with  death,  &c.  to   be 
removed  to  the  gaol  and  penitentiary  of  Philadelphia,  &c.  189 

The  circumstances  relating  to  such  convicts,  to  be  reported  by 
the  court  to  the  inspectors,  which  reports  are  to  be  register- 
ed. ....  .  189,  190 

Punishment  for  committing  an  ofFencej  heretofore  capital,  a"^ 
second  time.  .  .  .  .  j 

Punishment  on  committing  such  an  offence  after  escape  or  par-  j 
don.  .  .  .  .  .  y  190 

Of  offences  previously  committed,  how  to  be  punished.  j 

Challenges  to  be  as  heretofore  allowed,  and  trials  to  be  had  in  | 

the  proper  court.  .  .  .  J 

Of  the  concealment  of  the  death  of  bastard  children,   &c.  such 

concealment  not  to  be  conclusive  evidence  of  murder.  190-1 

Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  reform  the  penal  laws.  246 

The  inspectorar  of  the  gaol  empowered  to  provide  necessaries'^ 

for  all  prisoners,  and  to  class  them.  .      '       .  -I 

The  inspectors  empowered  to  clothe  and  employ  convicts.  | 

The  authority  heretofore  given  Jto  punish  convicts  by  whipping  I 

or  close  confinement,  repealed,  and  another  punishment  sub-  | 

stituted.  .  .  .  .  .         )>  247 

The  power  to  appoint  and  remove  the  keeper  of  the  gaol,  to 
fix  his  salary,  and  to  approve  of  the  appointment  of  his  de- 
puties, vested  in  the  inspectors. 
The  allowance  of  five  fier  cent,  on  the  manufactures  of  the  con- 
victs, to  the  keeper,  repealed.  .  .  .J 

Costs  on  acquittals,  to  be  paid  by  the  county.  .  .    281 

Perjury  at  elections  how  punished.  .  .  .     350 

Penal  laws  made  perpetual.  .  •  .  .    361 

PENN'S  CREEK.    .   Simon  Snyder,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  it.  .  113 

Johiv  Hawger,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  it.  .  219 

PENNSYLVANIA")  Acts  offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  lands  in 

CLAIMANTS.    5      Luzerne,  &c.  •     .  ,    .  ,'       ^   ^    '  '  ^^^'  tH 

Act  to  maintain  the  territorial  rights  ot  the  state.  .  5^j 

PENNSYLVANIA")  Act  to  extend  the  benefits  experienced  by  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
HOSPITAL.     .    5     pital,  and  to  establish  a  lying-in  and  foundling  hospital.  .    117 

PERJURY.     .    .     .    Perjury  at  elections,  how  punished.  .  350 

PETIT  TREASON.  Petit  treason  to  be  proceeded  against  as  other  murders.  187 
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PHILADELPHIA.    Supplement  to  the  act  to  incorpopate  the  city  of  Philadelphia.         62 

.     .     .     Incorporating  act  altered  anl  amended.  .  272 

Market  in  High-street,  to  be  extended.  .  .  197 

Corporation  authorized  to  oblige  the  owners  of  houses  to  provide 

fire  buckets.  .....        245 

to  prevent  the  trectlon  of  wooden  build- 
ings in  certain  parts  of  the  city.  .  .      246 
Part  of  the  act  regulating  the  streets,  kc.  repealed.                .       370 
Act  to  supply  sundry  defects  in  the  incoiporatlng  act.              .       390 
Freemen  of,  may  be  witnesses,  jurors,  &;.  notwitlistanding  their 
interest   as  members  of  the  corporatioi ;  and  court,  or  alder- 
men not  to  be  disqualified  by  reason  of  tiich  interest.         .       390-1 
Divided  into  wards,  each  to  choose  an  ad(',itional  inspector.  413 
Corporation  authorized  to  enrol  their  pub'lc  ordinances   in  the 

recorder's  office  of  Philadelphia  county.  .  .       417 

A  certain  lot  of  ground  vested  in  the  corporation  for  the  use  of 
a  strangers  burying  ground.  .  .  .  419 

The  manner  of  electing  their  treasurer,  altered.  .  .    475^ 

Election  districts.  .  .  202,  206,  281, 374,-5,  450 

PICKEL,  RUDOLPH.  Rudolph  Pickel,  authorized  to  erect  a  mU-dam  on  Swatara.      12S 

PIERCE,  AN-         ^  Andrew  Pierce,  authorized  to  keep  in  repair  a  mill-dam  on  Mo- 
DREW.      .     .      ^      nongahela  river,  and  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  a  lock  and  ca- 
nal near  the  dam.  ....  115 

PINE  CREEK.    .    .    Pine  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .  315 

POCO  POCO  CREEK.  Poco  Poco,  or  Big  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  70,  95 

POLLOCK,  OLIVER.  Oliver  Pollock,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Conodogwinet.  26S 

POOR In  pauper  causes,  inhabitants  declared  legal  witnesses.  .      126 

Act  for  the  erection  of  poor  houses  in   Chester  and   Lancaster 
counties.  .  -  •  .  306 

PRESIDENT'S        ")  The   president's  house  (so  called)  in  the  city,  directed  to  be 
HOUSE.      .     .      3      sold.  .  .  .  .     440 

^RESIDENT  AND  VICE-"^  The  manner,  time  and  place  «f  choosing  a  president  and 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE    C     vice-president  of  the  United  States,  directed.  .      483 

UNITED  STATES.     .      3 

PRISONERS.     .    .     Pi'ovlsion  for  removing  prisoners  in  the  city  from  pestilential  dan- 
ger. .  .  .  •  •     •^T9 

^         7  Particular  form  of  promissory  note  devised,  not  liable  to  defal- 

.     .     J      cation.  .....  278 

PROPERTY,  BOARD  OF.  Board  of  property,  instituted.  .  .  .2 

PUBLIC  AC-  7  Act  to  provide  a  mode  of  settling  the  public  accounts  of  the  com- 
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COUNTS.     .     .    3     missioners  and  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties.  .    15 

Q. 

QUAKERS.     .     .     .    Certain  lots  vested  m  the  society  of.  ^  ,  .     23 

Certain  lands  vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  society  of 
Qiiakers.  .....  199 

R 

RAPE Punishment  of  rape  prescribed.  .  .  187 

RATES  AND  LEVIES.  Act  to  raise  county  rates  and  levies.  .  392 

RECEIVERS  OF     7  How  receiver.?  of  felon.i  may  be  punished,  though  tlie  principal 


'.} 


FELONS.     .     .    5      '^c  "ot  taken.  .  •        ^X 

REES,  JEREMIAH.  Jeremiah  Rees  and  Samuel  Fisher,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on 

Conodogwinet  creek.  ....         199 

REGISTER  OF       7  Appeals  from  the  acts  and  decisions  of  the  registers  of  wills,  al- 
WILLS  •     i     lowed,  if  made  within  two  ye^rs.  .55 
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Registeri  to  take  bonds  on  granting  letters  of  administration  and 
conditon  thereof  prescribed.  .  .  143 

Certain  duties  enjoined  on  registers  respecting  the  settlement  of 
the  estates  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers.  .  293 

Bonds  laken  by  the  registers,  to  be  in  the  name  of  the  common- 
wealth. .....  300 

RELIGIOUS  SO-    7  Act  »o  prevent  the  disturbance  of  religious  societies,  in  Philadel- 
CIETIES.     .     .     3      plia,  during  divine  service.  .  323 

RENT.     .    •.     .     .        Povers  of  justices  of  the  peace  with  respect  to  set-off  in  cases 

tf' rent,  under  a  limited  sum.  .  355 

RESTITUTION  OF  STOLEN  GOODS.  How  restitution  of  stolen  goods  shall  be  made.    41 

RICHARDSON,  JOSEPH.  A  yearly  rent  charge  vested  in  Joseph  Richardson's  heirs.    56 

ROADS,  RIVERS    7Actto  provide  for   opening  and   improving  sundry  navigable 
AND  HIGHWAYS. 5     waters  and  roads.  ....  24 

.    .     .     Supplement  to  this  act.  .  .  .85 

Little  Lehigh,  and  Poco  Poco,  and  Penns  creek  in  Northampton 

and  Northumberland  counties,  declared  public  highways.       70,  95 
.Money  appropriated  to  improve  certain  roads.     '  .  1 19 

.    .     .     Part  of  this  act  suspended.  .  .  .     176 

Little  Juniata  and  Standing  Stone  creeks,  declared  public  high- 
ways. .....  122 

Cochalamus  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  123 

Certain  parts  of  Conecocheague  creek,  declared  a  public  high- 
way. .  .  .  .  .  .127 

A  deviation  in  the  road  from  Bedford  to  Pittsburg,  which  lies 

between  Turtle  creek  and  Pittsburg,  authorized.  .         227 

Spring  creek  and  Tuscarora  creek  declared  public  highways.         266 
Act  for  laying  out  and  opening  sundry  roads.  .  .     271 

Cohocksink  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  278 

Fishing  creek  Lycoming  county,  declared  a  public  highway.  279 

Pine  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .  315 

Ohio,  Allegheny  and  certain  branches  thereof  declared  public 
highways.  .....  320 

Act  to  provide  for  copying  the  records  of  the  several  roads  laid 

out,  or  which  may  be  laid  out  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  320 

Act  to  confirm  that  part  of  the  road  laid  out  from  Philadelphia  to 

York,  &c.  which  lies  between  Fawkes' tavern  and  Westchester.  321 
Frankford  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .       338 

Dunkard creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .         369 

Act  for  regulating  the  streets  in  certain  parts  of  Philadelphia.        370 
Act  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Newbury  in  Lycoming,  to  the  one 
hundred  and  one  mile  stone,  &c.  .  .  .       375 

Little  Schuylkill  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .     378 

Act  for  opening  a  road  from  Bald  Eagle's  nest  to  Le  Bccvjff.  380 

Fishing  creek,  and  one  of  its  branches,  in  Northumberland  coun- 
ty, declared  public  highways.  .  .  384 
Supplement  to  the  act  for  opening  and  establishing  a  road  be- 
tween the  navigable  waters  of  the  Franks  town  branch  of  Juni- 
ata and  Conemaugh.                ....  385 

Part  of  Shaver's  creek  declared  a  public'  highway.  .  410 

Part  of  big  Schuylkill  declared  a  pubUc  highway.  .  416 

Neshanock  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .   450 

Susquehanna  declared  a  highway  to  th6  Maryland  line.  .      46i 

Codorus  and  Conewago  creeks  declared  highways.  .         473 

Ten  mile  creek  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .      490 

Act  for  laying  out  and  keeping  in  repair  the  public  roads.  512 

ROBINS,  BRINT-  7  Brintnell  Robins,   authorized    to   erect  a  dam  on  Youghiog- 
NELL.     ...     3      heny.  .  .  .  .      267 

ROCK  FISH.    .    .     Part  of  the  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  rock  fish,  and  oys- 
ters, repealed.  ....  481 

RYE  FLOUR.    .    .    How  rye  flour  shall  be  packed,  branded  and  inspected  for  ex- 
portation. .  .    •  ,  .  437 
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SALARIES.     ,      .     Salary  ofthe  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  fixed.  9 

.     «     .  of  tlie  officers  of  government,  and  pay  of  the  legislature.        26 
Annual  salaries  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly.  t  ,  77 

Sahxi'ies  ofthejudgesof  the  supreme  court,  presidents  of  the  com- 
mon pleas,  and  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  increased.  271,329 

SCHUYLKILL.    .     Act  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  Schuylkill.                .  .        115 

Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  erecting  a  permanent  bridge 

over  it.                 ....                 .  311 

Act  to  prevent  fish-dams  in.                .                .                .  376 

Little  Schuylkill,  declared  a  public  highway.                 .  .     378 

Big  Schuylkill,  declared  a  public  highway.                .  •        416 

SEALS.     ....     Seals  of  the  commonwealth,  declared  and  established4  .        1 

The  great  and  lesser  seals,  to  what  documents  to  be  affixed.  1 

Patents  to  be  issued  under  the  great  seal.                 .                .  2 

Notaries  Public,  to  keep  and  use  an  official  seal.                .  7 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  ")  Certain  duties  enjoined  on  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
COMMONWEALTH.3      wealth.  .  .  .  .  .8 

His  salary  fixed,  and  increased.  .  .  9,  271,  ^9 

Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  to  collate  and  correct  the  proof 
sheets  of  the  laws,  and  make  marginal  notes  ; — to  collect  and 
distribute  the  laws  of  each  session ; — -to  cause  a  certain  number 
to  be  bound  in  volumes,  with  an  index  to  be  made  by  him,  and 
prefix  to  each  volume  a  certificate  that  he  has  collated  the 
laws  with  the  original  rolls  ;— and  to  make  an  index  of  certain 
records  of  the  executive  department.  .  .         79,82 

SECRETARY  OF  THE")  Secretary  of  the  land-office  empowered  to  grant  citations, 
LAND-OFFICE.     .     3     and  appoint  days  of  hearing  before  the  board  of  property.        2 

SELTZER,  CHRIS- "JChri-stopher  Seltzer,  authorized  to  erect  a  ferry  on  Swatara.  10 

TOPHER.    .     .     3 

SENATORS.    .     .     Time,  place,  and  manner  of  choosing  senators  of  the  Untied 

States,  prescribed.  .  .  .  486 

SERJEANT  AT  ARMS.  Yearly  allowance  of  serjeant  at  arms,  established.  .    183 

SETTLERS.     .    .       Actual  settlers,  rights  of,  under  the  act  of  1792.  .  .     70 

Warrants,  when  to  issue  in  favor  of,  .  .  184 

No  applications  to  be  received  for  lands,  unless  in  favour  of  actual 
settlers.  .  .  .  .  •  -"^^ 

SHAVER'S  CREEK.  Part  of  Shaver's  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  .         410 

SHEARMAN'S  CREEK.  Paul  Frazer,  authorized  to  erectadam  on  Shearman's  creek.  277 

SHERER,  JOHN.      John  Sherer,  authorized  to  erect  a  wing-dam  on  Monongahela.      49JI 

SHERER,  SAMUEL.  Samuel  Sherer,  and  Christopher  Ernst,  authorized  to  establish  a 

ferry  on  Swatara,  at  Hummel's  town.  .  .  2Qd 

SHERIFFS.     ,     .    .  Sheriff's  enjoined  to  serve  declarations  in  ejectment.  .  59 

SHERIFFS' DEEDS.  Sheriffs'  deeds  for  lands  sold  under  executions  from  the  supreme 

court,  or  under  testatums,  how  to  be  acknowledged.  .       31 

Sheriff's'  deeds  may  be  acknowledged  ii)  tlie  county  where  the 
lands  lie.  ....  58 

SHERIFFS'  SALES.  Act  to  enable  purchasers  at  SherifTs*  sales,  to  obtain  possession.     530 

SHIP  BUILDERS.     The  lien  of  tradesmen,  &c.  employed  in  building   and  repairing 

'  ships,  how  secured.— The  libel  to  be  filed  in  the  common  pleas.     89 

SHROPP,  JOHN.    .  John  Shropp,  authorized  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Lehigh,  at  Beth- 
lehem. .....  75 

SHYMER,  ED-        CEdward  Shymer,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  the  north  side  of 
WARD.      .      .     I     Lehigh.  .  .  124 

vor,.  nr.  4  x 
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SMITH,  JOSEPH.     Joseph  Smith  and  Robert  Dean,  authorized  to  erect  a  wIng-dam 

on  the  Franks  town  branch  of  Juniata.  .  .  280 

.    .     .  JONATHAN  BAYARD.  Act  for  the  relief  of.  .  .  .461 

.    .    .  THOMAS^  An  island  in  Delaware,  granted  to  Thomas  and  John  Smith.     .    494 
AND  JOHN.  5 

SNYDER,  SIMON.     Simon  Snyder,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Penn's  creek.     113 

SOMERSET  COUNTY.  Somerset  county^^erected  17lh  April,  1795,  ,  229 

Certain  lines  thereof  to  be  run  and  ascertained.  .  322 

Part  of  Bedford  county  annexed  to  Somerset  county.  .      415 

Election  districts  in.  .  .  282,  314,  448,  478,  488 

SOUTH W ARK,  DISTRICT  OF.    DistrictofSouthwark,  incorporated.  J30 

.     .    .    Supplements  to  incorporating  act.  .  206,488 

Act  for  the  regulation  and  appointment  of  constables  in.  .      357 

The  corporation  enabled  to  enrol  their  public  ordinances  in  the 

recorder's  office  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  .  417 

Authorized  to  choose  four  inspectors  for  the  general  election.        418 
Election  district  in.  .  .  . ,  .  281 

SPEAKERS  OF  THE    "^  Speakers  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  autho- 
SENATE  AND  /      rized  to   draw  warrants  for   wages  of  members,  pay  of 

HOUSE  OF  RE-         f     their  officers,    and  for  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  re - 
PRESENT ATIVES.  J      spective  houses.  ....  3 

SPRING  CREEK.       Part  of  Spring  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  .  266 

STANDING  STONE  CREEK.  Standing  Stone  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  122 

STAVES  AND  HEADING.  Inspector  of  staves  and  heading  to  be  appointed.  268 

Fees  of  the  inspector  increased.  .  .  .         314 

STOLEN  GOODS.     How  restitution  of  stolen  goods  shall  be  made  after  conviction.        41 
Goods  suspected  to  be  stolen,  may  be  taken  into  the  magistrate's 
custody,  and  proceedings  thereon  prescribed.  .  42 

SUNBURy.     ,     .     .  Sunbury,  Northumberland  county,  borough  of.  286 

Fairs  in.  .  .  ,  ,  .  479 

SUPREME  COURT.  Salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  increased.  .     271 

(See  "Courts'— «« Judiciary.") 

SURETIES.     .      .     Limitation  of  time  for  bringing  suits  against  sm-eties  in  official 

bonds.  .....  332 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL,  7  How  deputy  surveyors  are  to  be  appointed  under  the  act 
DEPUTY-SURVEYOR.  3     of  1792,  and  their  duties  prescribed.  .  71,  3 

Fees  of  surveyor-general,  regulated.  .  .  378 

SUSQUEHANN  A  RIVER.  Act  for  the  sale  of  islands  in  the  river  Susquehanna.  93 

Any  law  preventing  applications  for  them,  repealed.  .        494 

A  company  to  be  incorporated  to  build  a  bridge  over  it,  at  the 

Blue  Rock.  ,  ,  ,  ,  II9 

Evan  Owen  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  the  north  side  of  the 
east  branch.  .....      269 

(   »  David  Watts  and  Matthias  Flam,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry 

on  it,  near  the  mouth  of  Juniata.  .  .  .    358 

Act  to  prevent  the  erection  of  fish  baskets  in.  .  376 

Susquehanna  declared  a  public  highway  to  the  Maryland  line.       464 

SVVATARA  CREEK,  Christian  Seltzer,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry  on  it.  .        10 

Adam  Hamaker,  authorized  to  rebuild  a  dam  over  it.  .      112 

James  Wallace  and  Rudolph  Pickel,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam 

on  it.  .  ,  .  .  .      126 

Christopher  Ernst  and  Samuel  Sherer,  authorized  to  establish  a 

ferry  on  it,  near  Hummel's  town.  .  ,  .     269 

John  Miller,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  it,  .  277 

Christian  Bear,  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  or  it.  .     419 
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TAVERN  KEEPERS.  See  the  act  for  the  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality.  177 

TAXES Act  to  raise  county  rates  and  levies.                .                .  392 

TEN  MILE  CREEK.  Ten  mile  creek,  declared  a  public  highway.  .  .     490 

TILGHMAN,  E.  M.   Act  for  the  benefit  of.                ...               .  381 

TIMBER  TREES.       Penalty  for  cutting  of  timber  trees  hovir  to  be  recovered.  356 

TOWNS Act  to  provide  for  tlie  laying  out  the  towns  of  Erie,  Franklin, 

Warren,  and  Waterford.  .  .  .  233 

TREASURER.    .     .  State  treasurer  enjoined  to  p^y  certain  warrants  drawn  by  the 

speakers  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives.  .  3 

Act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  county  trea. 
surers.  ....  15- 

TRESPASS.      .      .     Power  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  aldermen,  in  cases  of  tres- 
pass under  twenty  dollars.  .  2S4i 

TURNPIKES.     .     .    Turnpike  road  act,  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster.  .  82 

Authority  given  to  it,  to  increase  the  width  of  the  road  in  certain 

cases.  ••  ...  232 

.     .     .     Supplements  to  the  original  act.  .  329,  470 

...     A  certain  act  (the  supplement)  extended.  .  .  392 

Turnpike  road  act  from  Lancaster  to  Susquehanna,  at  Wright's 

ferry.  .  .  .  .  .  igj 

Germantown  and  Perkiomen  turnpike  road  act.        .  453 

TUSCARORA  CREEK.  Tuscarora  creek  declared  a  public  highway.        .  .  266 

U 
UNION  TOWN.     .    Union  Town,  Fayette  county,  erected  into  a  borough.  .        275 

UNITED  STATES.    Amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,   fixing  a 

ratio  of  representation,  ratified.  .  .  .36 

Mud  Island,  ceded  to  the  United  States.  .  223 

Two  lots  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  ceded  to  the  United  States.      261 
Manner,  time  and  place  of  choosing  a  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  directed.  .  .  453 
Offices  and  appuintments  under  the  United  States,  declared  in- 
compatible with  certain   offices  and  appointments  under  this 
stale.                .....  485 

Time,  place  and  manner  of  choosing  senators  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  prescribed.  .  .  .         486 

Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  ....     502-3 

UNIVERSITY.     .     .  College  of  Pliiladelphia,  and  the  university,  united.  .  S3 

V 
VENANGO  COUNTY.  Venango  county  erected  I2th  March,  1800.  421 

Election  district  in.  ...  .  465 

VICE  AND  IMMORALITY.  Act  for  the  prevention  of  vice  and  immorality.        .        177 

VINES A  company  to  be  incorporated,  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  vines.    95 

Act  revived  and  amended.  4I7 

W 

WALKER,  JOHN.    John  Walker,  authorized  to  erect  a  dam  on  Conedogwinet  creek.  109 

empowered  to  extend  the  dam  over  it.  195 

WALLACE,  JAMES.  James  Wallace  authorized  to  erect  a  mill-dam  on  Swatara.        126 


WIL- )  William  Wallace  authorized  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Rays- 


LIAM.  y     town  branch  of  Juniata.  .  193 

WARRANTS.     .     .  Unsatisfied  land  warrants,  how  to  be  ascertained,  8ic.  [and  hold- 
ers thereof,  how  to  be  compensated. — repealed.]  .  63-4 
Warrants  under  the  act  of  21st  December,  1784,  may  be  laid  on 
any  vacant  lands,  &c.                                                           .75 
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Act  to  prevent  the  issuing- of  warrants,  except  in  certain  cases.     184 
Secretary  of  the  land-office,  not  to  issue  new  warrants,  where 
warrants  have  ah-eady  issued  for  lands  over  the  Ohio  and  Al- 
legheny rivers,   and  Conewango  creek.  .  .  510 

WARREN  COUNTY.  Warren  county  erected  12th  March,  1800.  .421 

Election  districts  in.  ...  •  465 

Town  of.    .    .  Act  to  provide  for  laying  out  the  town  of  Warren.  .  233 

'    .  .       Supplement  tolhisact.  .  .  411 

Act  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  tracts  adjoining  the  town  of  War- 
ren. .....         381 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY.  Part  of  Green  county,  re-annexed  to  Washington  county.  480 
Election  districts  in.  .  22,  76, 128,  208,  328,  381,  443,  480 

WATERFORD,  TOWN  OF.  Act  to  provide  for  laying  out  the  town  of  Waterford.        233 
....  Supplement  to  this  act.  .  .         411 

WATTS,  DAVID.     David  Watts,  and  Matthias  Flam,  authorized  to  establish  a  ferry 

over  Susquehanna,  near  the  mouth  of  Juniata.  .  •     358 

WAYNE  COUNTY.  Wayne  county  erected  21st  March,  1798.  .'  .      3l6 

Election  district  in.  ....  443 

WEST-CHESTER.     West-Chester  erected  into  a  borough.  ...  361 

WESTMORELAND  )  Supplement  to  the  act  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  Westmore- 
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